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Security Analysis Report: Thailand (April 30, 2026
- May 07, 2026)

Executive Summary

During the period of April 30 to May 07, 2026, Thailand's security landscape was
characterized by a complex interplay of diplomatic maneuvering, persistent internal
security challenges, and heightened efforts against transnational crime. Diplomatic
engagements saw Thailand balancing its relationships with major global powers,
notably deepening ties with China while strengthening its partnership with the
European Union and exploring a "third axis" with India. Internally, significant drug
trafficking operations were disrupted, and the long-standing insurgency in the
southern provinces continued to pose a low-level threat. Border security remained a
priority, with ongoing tensions with Cambodia and efforts to curb illegal crossings and
scam operations.

Key Security Developments

• Intensified Anti-Narcotics Operations
Thai authorities conducted several major drug busts during this period. On May 2, a
Lao national was arrested in Bueng Kan Province after intercepting a boat carrying
249 kilograms of crystal methamphetamine across the Mekong River. This followed a
seizure of another 248 kilograms in Nong Khai six days prior, bringing the total to
nearly 500 kilograms of crystal meth seized along the Mekong River corridor.
Additionally, on April 30, police in Phuket seized 6.2 kilograms of heroin sewn into Thai
silk blouses intended for Australia, leading to an ongoing investigation. These
incidents highlight the persistent challenge of drug trafficking, particularly across
northern and southern borders, and the government's active efforts to combat it.

• Deepening Diplomatic and Economic Ties with China
Thailand continued to strengthen its comprehensive strategic partnership with China.
On April 24, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with Thai Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul in Bangkok, agreeing to enhance cooperation in various fields, including
new energy, infrastructure, agriculture, and combating online gambling and
telecommunications fraud. This engagement underscores Thailand's growing material
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interdependence with China, despite public wariness about Beijing's expanding
influence, particularly concerning militarization in the South China Sea.

• Strengthening Partnership with the European Union
Thailand and the European Union reaffirmed their commitment to elevating their
strategic partnership. Senior Thai ministers and the EU ambassador pledged deeper
cooperation on trade, technology, and "science diplomacy" at a Bangkok reception on
April 30. Negotiations for a "transformational" EU-Thailand Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) are a central component, with the most recent round held in February 2026,
aiming for conclusion by mid-2026. This partnership is crucial for Thailand's economic
modernization and its ambitions for OECD accession by 2028.

• EU Sanctions on Russia-Linked Firms in Thailand
On May 5, it was reported that the European Union's latest sanctions against Russia,
adopted on April 23, included two Thailand-linked firms: TAB Corporation (Thailand)
Co. Ltd and Etai Technology Shenzhen Co. Ltd (also known as Russia-Thailand
Technology (Shenzhen) Co. Ltd). These companies were among 60 newly sanctioned
entities in China, Turkey, and the UAE, indicating Bangkok's emergence as a strategic
foothold for Russia in the Indo-Pacific for circumventing Western sanctions.

• Ongoing Border Tensions and Security Measures with Cambodia
Tensions along the Thailand-Cambodia border remained a significant concern. On
April 24, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul announced that Thailand had begun work
on border fence projects along both the Thai-Cambodian and Thai-Malaysian frontiers,
with budgets allocated and military units assigned. This initiative aims to prevent
illegal goods smuggling, border crossings, and terrorism. The move follows a decision
by the National Security Council to cancel MOU44, a previous agreement with
Cambodia, due to a lack of progress over 25 years. A ceasefire is reportedly in place,
but the situation remains fragile, with travel advisories recommending avoidance of
land border areas.

• Repatriation of Thai Scammers from Cambodia
On April 30, the first batch of 635 Thai scammers was repatriated from Cambodia.
This event highlights ongoing cross-border criminal activities, particularly online
scamming operations, which Thai authorities are actively working to combat in
cooperation with neighboring countries.

• Persistent Southern Insurgency
The three southernmost provinces of Thailand (Yala, Pattani, and Narathiwat), along
with parts of Songkhla, continue to experience low-level insurgent activity. Travel
advisories from the US State Department and other sources, updated as of May 6,
advise reconsidering travel to these areas due to periodic violence linked to insurgent
activities and an ongoing risk of terrorist attacks. The Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN)
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remains a key group in this conflict, which has claimed over 7,000 lives in the past 22
years.

• Cybersecurity Investment and Development
Thailand is increasing its public sector investment in cyber resilience, with the Ministry
of Digital Economy and Society receiving 10.2 billion THB in the FY2026 budget,
including dedicated cybersecurity funding. The nation is expanding smart
infrastructure and e-government services, driving demand for advanced digital
security. Upcoming events like the Cyber Security Summit Thailand 2026 in May aim
to foster collaboration and strengthen defense strategies against evolving cyber
threats.

• Emerging "Third Axis" with India
A report by the Observer Research Foundation (ORF) on May 7, 2026, suggested that
changing geopolitical dynamics are creating strategic and economic opportunities for
India to emerge as a potential "third axis" for Thailand, alongside the United States
and China. This indicates Thailand's strategy to diversify its strategic options amidst
perceived unpredictability from traditional partners like the US and concerns over
China's assertive posture.

• Review of Visa-Free Entry Scheme for Security Concerns
The Thai government is reviewing its 60-day visa-free entry scheme and may cut the
permitted stay to 30 days, citing concerns over illegal activities and national security.
Authorities have found that the 60-day exemption created loopholes affecting security
and the country's image, with cases of foreigners misusing the privilege for illegal
work or as a transit route for crimes.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Thailand's foreign policy during this period reflects a pragmatic approach to
navigating a turbulent international landscape, characterized by a delicate balancing
act between major global powers. The deepening economic and diplomatic ties with
China, as evidenced by high-level meetings and cooperation agreements, underscore
Beijing's growing influence in Southeast Asia. This trend, however, is met with
domestic wariness regarding China's strategic assertiveness, particularly in the South
China Sea, even though Thailand is not a claimant state. This dual approach allows
Thailand to leverage China's economic power while attempting to mitigate potential
strategic over-reliance.

Concurrently, Thailand is actively strengthening its partnership with the European
Union, focusing on trade, technology, and sustainability. The push for an EU-Thailand
Free Trade Agreement and alignment with European environmental standards signals
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a commitment to diversifying economic partnerships and adhering to international
norms. The EU's recent sanctions on Russia-linked firms in Thailand, however,
highlight the complexities of maintaining relations with all major powers, as Bangkok
has become a strategic foothold for Russia in the Indo-Pacific, potentially aiding in
sanctions circumvention. This situation could present diplomatic challenges for
Thailand as it seeks closer ties with the EU.

The emerging role of India as a potential "third axis" for Thailand signifies a broader
strategic recalibration. Amidst perceived unpredictability from the United States and
concerns over China's regional posture, Thailand is seeking to diversify its strategic
options. India's "Act East" policy and Thailand's "Act West" approach, coupled with
deep historical ties, are fostering a convergence that could enhance regional stability
by offering an alternative partnership framework. The ongoing Middle East conflict
also impacts Thailand, particularly concerning energy prices and supply chain
disruptions, prompting diplomatic efforts to ensure maritime security in critical transit
routes like the Strait of Hormuz.

Military and Defense Analysis

Thailand's military and defense posture during this period appears focused on internal
security, border protection, and strategic alignment through diplomatic engagement
rather than overt military modernization announcements. The initiation of border
fence projects along the Thai-Cambodian and Thai-Malaysian frontiers, with specific
military units assigned to oversee these areas, indicates a tangible effort to enhance
physical security against illegal crossings, smuggling, and terrorism. This move,
following the cancellation of a previous agreement with Cambodia (MOU44), suggests
a more assertive and unilateral approach to border management, with the Royal Thai
Navy responsible for the eastern border and the Fourth Army Region for the southern
border.

While no major defense acquisitions or large-scale military exercises were
prominently reported within this specific week, the deepening military dialogue with
China, signaled by the Chinese Foreign Minister's visit and discussions with Thailand's
newly appointed Defense Minister, Lieutenant General Adul Boonthamcharoen,
suggests an ongoing alignment of defense procurement plans with Chinese standards.
This trend, if continued, could influence Thailand's future arms deals and military
interoperability. Defense spending trends are likely to reflect the increased
investment in cybersecurity, with the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society
receiving a substantial budget allocation for FY2026 to strengthen national cyber
defenses and protect critical infrastructure. The persistent insurgency in the southern
provinces continues to necessitate a significant deployment of military and
paramilitary personnel, impacting force posture and resource allocation in those
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regions.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): In the immediate future, Thailand is likely to continue
its proactive diplomatic engagement, particularly in solidifying the EU-Thailand Free
Trade Agreement negotiations and exploring further cooperation with India. The
government will maintain its focus on combating transnational crime, especially drug
trafficking and online scams, with continued border security operations and potential
adjustments to visa policies to address security loopholes. Efforts to manage the
ongoing, albeit low-level, insurgency in the southern provinces will persist, likely
through a combination of security operations and community engagement. The
impact of global geopolitical tensions, particularly from the Middle East, on energy
prices and supply chains will remain a key economic and security concern.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas: The Thailand-Cambodia border remains a critical
flashpoint, despite a reported ceasefire. The ongoing border fence construction and
the cancellation of previous agreements could lead to renewed diplomatic friction or
localized incidents. The southern border provinces (Yala, Pattani, Narathiwat,
Songkhla) will continue to be a risk area due to the persistent insurgency, with
potential for sporadic violence targeting civilians and security forces. The Mekong
River corridor and other border regions will remain hotspots for drug trafficking and
other illicit activities. Furthermore, Thailand's balancing act between major powers,
particularly the implications of its relationship with Russia in the context of EU
sanctions, could become a diplomatic flashpoint.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include the progress of the
EU-Thailand FTA negotiations and any new defense cooperation agreements or
acquisitions with China or other partners. The frequency and scale of drug seizures,
particularly along the northern and southern borders, will indicate the effectiveness of
anti-narcotics efforts. Any escalation of incidents along the Thai-Cambodian border or
significant shifts in the southern insurgency's activity will be crucial. Public sentiment
regarding China's influence and the government's response to international pressure
concerning its ties with Russia should also be closely watched. Developments in
cybersecurity policy and investment will be important given the increasing digital
adoption.

Strategic recommendations: Thailand should continue to diversify its strategic
partnerships to enhance its resilience against external pressures and maintain its
strategic autonomy. Strengthening multilateral engagement within ASEAN and with
other regional blocs can provide additional diplomatic leverage. Internally, a
comprehensive approach to border security, combining physical barriers with
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enhanced intelligence sharing and law enforcement cooperation with neighboring
countries, is essential. Addressing the root causes of the southern insurgency through
socio-economic development and inclusive dialogue, alongside robust security
measures, remains critical. Finally, continued investment in cybersecurity
infrastructure and capabilities is paramount to protect national digital assets and
critical infrastructure from evolving threats.

Structured Assessment

```json

{

"threat_level": "Elevated",

"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Thailand-Cambodia Border",

"detail": "Ongoing tensions, border fence construction, and risk of localized clashes or
diplomatic friction.",

"lat": 14.3333,

"lng": 103.0000,

"intensity": 3

},

{

"label": "Southern Border Provinces",

"detail": "Persistent low-level insurgency with risk of sporadic violence in Yala, Pattani,
Narathiwat, and Songkhla.",

"lat": 6.5,

"lng": 101.5,

"intensity": 3

},

{

"label": "Mekong River Corridor",
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"detail": "Major route for drug trafficking, necessitating continuous interdiction
efforts.",

"lat": 17.9667,

"lng": 102.6000,

"intensity": 2

},

{

"label": "Bangkok",

"detail": "Center of diplomatic activity, cybersecurity initiatives, and potential target
for transnational crime operations.",

"lat": 13.7563,

"lng": 100.5018,

"intensity": 2

},

{

"label": "Phuket",

"detail": "Location of heroin seizure, indicating its role in international drug trafficking
networks.",

"lat": 7.8804,

"lng": 98.3923,

"intensity": 1

}

]

}

```

CITED OPEN SOURCES
• laotiantimes.com
• bangkokpost.com
• cgtn.com

https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQHvmlK_ZNrXiSwWYoVf1DUXhxETsInzHHEMgEuKhmdiPDwL-BcDlBBBz6y2PkBhIrMqRQhcnhDz9zx3glrCwP7liT_Ku7Dl7aqdbK9o5eYuUqt8SES5QCjtx4bRt6y1R9srDeEGs44puuphDTUVGgs9DW5_6MUccyLi-X7QESZjfTkzMavFX9wwMAbOEvznECYJ17Iw9HhgZqm7acZoRw==
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQHpdjuPzQSbDVc-FzjcNQVvFPXKZMH4lBcn-7DmPlL5kiDMY1XpL2eGtdhu5qWly0HzKIqyQzvoyIsvOIbT0JvYL80HSuMv16lYdWXl6VwN8xLsENL72jhK7NTY4M9raqk5x2tHdAvWnYYkilg_YBff4EgjNTNWmwlJMXWb6lA1YQJ4nQTo2TgHROdWhQEeIPcMePj7Ni8eG0W-quM0C4QCZdv7Xsq7
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQFrsWYrd_I0Xw700xzHCbhee26wajpdnxO5umUv1TfY5m1ZyC3EM8Mh3Fmd6pfnEovJZ4kZAP4lJO9SOa03-n6NZM5o_EzP9ANtqSpLVbA2FJAcVjsmwdzQBIRfYwXtMVYr-8fx0ckuBwYtI9r_KEXkrjBXmPEmu-VO3iTGCpy6gDpVfMmFmYVuiMek9hABEnUwgUgvYugXEuFiQasTO3G2X-Nh


SecurityStudies.info THAILAND — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 9 — 2026-05-07

• globaltimes.cn
• finexus.net
• nationthailand.com
• bilaterals.org
• intelligenceonline.com
• portail-asie.com
• prd.go.th
• smartraveller.gov.au
• wikipedia.org
• thaipbs.or.th
• eurasiareview.com
• govcyberth.com
• cyberrevolutionsummit.com
• helpnetsecurity.com
• infosec-conferences.com
• tribuneindia.com
• khaosodenglish.com
• thaienquirer.com
• thailandnow.in.th

https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQFPtfDmKgeagGwSRMJ2R6j_p6UmrEWDmrQIGo9CTXcELw67XD4VtsqXgs71V1gLBwETJCz0AmOXcDLiMWsPHLjYmCINEFO3JflRsQcGZt-G7SWsGoIkPLs7YRpdk24xcUYMuIqclEUmvmEIfU1_Pw==
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQEKvP0E1YXCs1rBSFL-_qw3ahuq6m-3cxcu3Vl6PDtstUnDZpr91n4204ZFen89KNPh3VjHnrJAS8DeJxlRDevr2_nPcPQ9PkbmMUgqL8Q7ZAwv7Kvru2nMHRe7Q-UV35NAdU6TKuBvuIr7OSrSyieKeC4LUwBP-r00xVMiPaKSq73Ytxg5W9nqFeTR
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQHeRniFtmHQRIMBjwvtjTxbJXkTxtgAn7wC-bjJItu-Re1MKIdn33ukLnQqxO5luwAMH5iag0BzGM2H0t_G5jKPpCTUUQ0tjLHPCS1CKoJcNpzXHJMQkHX806kY0c7upLTPRLKDkAyPnN4kZ78IFJfr
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQGVkp2ZV4Oa5B08yChcwZH4NMRYaYKy7s17HSCdfX9YOF5-sH1QNM6XJiEYBhFLnE1gDu20-rL5XBGi2B3q4uiiDx6t0t9kMyLqjlkcGWWl02uYgef69w7nhzVW6zYfcw5RADYqaM1b5J8vs97FHdRrBi8G_7I=
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQGeP-nWQUNCL6HGJRssmMnZhbS4onHoJyqVqHVr_YFTpr7h9MbYAZGfkGo30xF5rEp8kPwifMY0vnur4lHgMCbKsUbLzWNXSCd8aOibDEztPVaxC2OI1m_62ThdIDzRsvWAv97M1Z-hqQSIeCeUntPHYyFr5gOAnSDBhgs1VBTI_Ek5lhCkmeZVM44uEy4JzIjqFx0uAQuV13Y_8KK760h1zll2CymAFvAYM4sfnt12YigoqvSWpBhuK4Nq-wLlH3rc
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQG4c02348qud8y5LQNT_w31lO4pfdADf-LzTd36dzroezUecYM7bn_fmvpTqEg3luuV-sD_7LgaF-Uqlt6HyafCve2Eq9pKfYHAkq8fX10xzcKbigef_CA1i_zD68RzM7LNytcONl6uPMEQ-qK-2g50_g==
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQHhlroQIGpVpiZoLf9nD5oVsYox2jVzmvwdWw7HZ4-dCINn9QSzxcDGx_jtJl1SWwA0GXPMta6ydmCzcKLXLrg5QifcuPWtE-0ZIE8I1b1ESH6uc36Kog_EstGPbxF7kfZKReCRldQRimyW613lvlj9cVnp84Fq
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQFu62gGffphIDBRj1SE0DHwzTDRpihcqkqZB3lt1ygvNYgddw3DfcOKO5C_1zJyNvedoBWYck-RWm-MoqSZTEZHD8mBrl2pvmQYnFTAfgrlylOZNApvr-aWTbBodogf5Gqh3nGQAIBXl3Q2Mbw4_TuO_mhCLCw=
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQESZLXc9gtN43YLTJMrQiNIqlQw_DeXSeyW-CAARwRKLIZmYeW-2Q_5dyXDujUek7xi67oDa80XptiIozcydLLttxUUqoBSLRCmv_Ss7WDSeeDcXsXZCg052dbzyWQ_DeoPWU9Dix5cr-R6iNarjqq4lf64cA==
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQGIddnoZpNC1ZKluCSvkkHLEbxzINqyh-ZTOAxMU3CFB5Loyso1fbaO-gX2WCB-5EsTVh8PgZD6MiABv2tin5Jnh349yYF8LZwkhN0NNR0igi4wm-W1Dro2SHeTKVOE6MgpfBN61VXlakCXHuZbq4aGAnew88TVP9dcu45w4crRA4ZkQuFID_7AZHJpvZ4eM-RIrpefn2e_HUutqRWgU13Psxhc21dwjmvcAe06GLA=
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQGAmoiT5I9lhFiBOlTLtiVpVOdFswGL0WumNDgU9XaAT6h8oWEcH0XPkUr5rHiEhswrIY-VJ8RUoMXdicOVzgfJbVwew-NnnXuSLOg2MBgPAAARnjRUoFIITTZE8qFh4PCUR5j1UxDOLAGSf1dkcLGSejqqJQLdsmJds0Tg22Cv-LhlNiq3nsnVbraek8m7NrOTbr9pfkrsjKM=
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQFT5h5P9I9sGcZrRhDVZw3hhKn1sJfrjXkktmu22JLuRUNGGOukM0HUUaSK0mvfSWE7DeD7L_0Hz4qr9ZNpM13_hazMSD8gORRhi8-DkT3_VPw=
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQE_r0L0ChPhDtBkSlyZM4g6EA_yE_2AjkqY41AYHdQC0rvwrCzPXZxowg1Mo94gxTMOy2jPFO93-o5mstHLXWo3ErawLREFh99WeY7wDLLa607Qk2UaIFJiN2W1AmgYwhclD8J8wg==
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQG2HKyyAGBdz3CVuXwIucg81Avv7X78VkItvVIyOiCkRtxTqfVQJN5IRX2Al6KD5FsEwRv1VHApwJcfGc8I-Nl91djXUKNPN_aKOhVYNuHXw6EUsQKZmEURtgq38_Hg_ULUfA9CWdqHZoraVV0VPDVaxntk27tH7F7Ut7nJO7e6-gJE_3s=
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQGgruBDsWTdLhuTP4U1282FH2b1UxAfMFZUiVJkSo0jK8fm9vHo4t4eAbVxEnrrjEeqCH36tvsAlL7ur3kytkCI3Xe2phNhtzSvrGPLGuCUwDGtZ2AGKDgQpA90jOHBhJcV3-dm8MF81lnQeX2FgxpMRtQTzQa1n8V-ogNjv7F8nytvitfLgrOr3Azv6EBq0R9Keok=
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQFEfI7a0VKcpUeTGA5IpczpYMR0ZA_63tF0c6LFmlMYH2piuFI21TUmMeVJUcWD9TJUswnP3Y6oPP1f12tV6amNa1CmPjHvaroWyw7WV2B-zsLueUm_GAhYTMNKoYDcPD8qBzhno63au8boBmvMDki7IKyLvRnSVakb5ZmG0Je5pf8cG4iYOfJM2n44P8Q1lXD9ANzpz4gRuNtfGkcgykH5lVGmSGKGs1alBbqpF4Gj5JwSECbBHgw=
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQHeFegnQYDzC0EADyThL5VBEHsolrnyNIO44oHUF9EZtfWNv70kItzGNK84SfCwMN1R4-scedDBK5WY_dkD_cDkBOCJH1ecPe7ZBMSZHhPsTG0mFug6ZJbMh3RnobpIl67Y-uIaaCO9tm6v0KcsmhZIoA-UWvczYacKF_MOekB33E6zAS1zmycWaO_D34_OuPxeG1ejeVenqV_OdyneylJmOjIRagReEXXLsOmz5Jm38-8f5rI=
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQEttUsLUf9j0ql_g3UsXuPF0m74-lcGH2rqZw0occkHSGQ4puJVYSZCl-cgmUv9JkMFSIaAcjZoaNwmeZZ4MZgQgSUG6Nl2aS6ARkI0hQ8wZdaiAWSNOKNcFicbJ5O2iBWSZp06spco_Z9cspJMB-lyujz4Yh451HkXXa8GWB5Lx495OWqFTA==
https://vertexaisearch.cloud.google.com/grounding-api-redirect/AUZIYQF52a5YiTdhhHO1-MecpyiGh4EKOhd5Xt3T2Inq87z5qHOHlcCnSv1iYjQLynxHkmQCnIstceHxLTFgmWvf-Am5HHdE9xXWqIc1rSvA4wT9N3VKFrXpGZkD-OdroI29A0jTNfIlfSnqXe1IvcespL8kNu71mVATohuwyAmpzEdZiSEL1FcZ2VPrZNhB-ZXEftDBOQ2oA_hyCcq_3ervpebgQ7Rk9MitdowRFZh-RLh3-w==


SecurityStudies.info THAILAND — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 10 — 2026-05-07

ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Khaosod English

• Anutin says no one-on-one talks with Hun Manet at ASEAN Summit (2026-05-07 05:46)

Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul on Thursday sought to reassure the public ahead of his 
meeting with Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet on the sidelines of the 48th ASEAN Summit 
in the Philippines, insisting there would be no bilateral discussions between the two leaders. 
Speaking before departing from Wing 6 at Don Mueang military airport […] The post Anutin 
says no one-on-one talks with Hun Manet at ASEAN Summit appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Bangkok governor seeks to continue unfinished policies (2026-05-07 04:21)

BANGKOK — 7 May 2026, Bangkok Governor Chadchart Sittipunt said he intends to continue his 
work after residents acknowledged improvements in the capital’s administration during his 
four-year term, although he admitted the city’s performance was “not yet 100%”. Speaking 
on Wednesday at Bangkok City Hall during the final executive meeting of his administration’s 
term, Chadchart […] The post Bangkok governor seeks to continue unfinished policies appeared 
first on Khaosod English.

• Arsenic testing begins for communities along Salween River in Mae Hong Son (2026-05-07 
03:24)

MAE HONG SON — Health officials have begun urine testing for arsenic exposure among 
residents living along the Salween River in Mae Hong Son province after concerns over 
contamination in the waterway. The health screening follows growing concern over arsenic 
contamination in the Salween River after researchers from Chiang Mai University reported in 
late 2025 […] The post Arsenic testing begins for communities along Salween River in Mae Hong 
Son appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Ao Nang fire shows resume after Phi Phi park easing rules (2026-05-07 03:12)

KRABI — 6 May 2026, Tourists flocked to Ao Nang beach on Phi Phi island in Krabi after 
authorities relaxed restrictions on fire-twirling performances along the shoreline. The 
atmosphere at Ao Nang beach became lively again after the Protected Area Committee (PAC) 
approved the return of fire shows under strict regulations. Large numbers of Thai […] The post 
Ao Nang fire shows resume after Phi Phi park easing rules appeared first on Khaosod English.

• British woman vanishes after trashing Chiang Mai condo (2026-05-06 12:37)

A British woman has vanished after allegedly leaving a rented condominium in Chiang Mai filled 
with rubbish and severe damage, with repair costs estimated at 500,000 baht ($15,500). The 
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incident was reported to police on 6 May by Chantanee Wiwechawin, 41, a housekeeper 
responsible for overseeing a condominium in Suthep subdistrict, Muang district, Chiang Mai. 
[…] The post British woman vanishes after trashing Chiang Mai condo appeared first on 
Khaosod English.

• Thai military chief awards Bang Rachan medals to soldiers injured at Cambodia border 
(2026-05-06 11:05)

Thailand’s top military commander on Tuesday awarded “Bang Rachan” medals to four 
soldiers injured while carrying out missions along the Thai-Cambodian border, honouring what 
the military described as acts of bravery and sacrifice in defence of national sovereignty. The 
ceremony took place at the Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters in Bangkok, where Gen. 
Ukrit Boontanon, […] The post Thai military chief awards Bang Rachan medals to soldiers 
injured at Cambodia border appeared first on Khaosod English.

• South Korean temple ordains humanoid robot monk (2026-05-06 10:28)

SEOUL, South Korea — A South Korean Buddhist temple has ordained a humanoid robot as a 
lay Buddhist follower in a ceremony blending centuries-old religious traditions with artificial 
intelligence technology, according to Korean local media reports. The ceremony took place on 
Wednesday at Jogye Temple in central Seoul under the Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism. […] 
The post South Korean temple ordains humanoid robot monk appeared first on Khaosod 
English.

• Teen fires shots at rival’s home over long feud (2026-05-06 10:10)

THUNG FON — 6 May 2026, A 17-year-old boy has been accused of firing gunshots outside a 
rival’s home in northeastern Thailand, in an apparent escalation of a feud dating back more 
than three years, police said. The incident occurred at about in Ban Tha Chuang village, Kut Kha 
subdistrict, Thung Fon district, Udon Thani […] The post Teen fires shots at rival’s home over 
long feud appeared first on Khaosod English.

• TikTok to invest over $26 billion in Thailand data infrastructure expansion (2026-05-06 
08:58)

Thailand’s Board of Investment (BOI) has approved six major investment projects worth a 
combined 958 billion baht ($29.9 billion), with TikTok accounting for the largest share through a 
massive data infrastructure expansion project. BOI Secretary-General Narit Therdsteerasukdi 
said on 6 May that the board approved three data centre and data hosting projects worth a 
combined […] The post TikTok to invest over $26 billion in Thailand data infrastructure 
expansion appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Hundreds flee drug rehab centre, situation contained (2026-05-06 08:26)

NAKHON SI THAMMARAT — 6 May 2026, Chaos broke out at a drug rehabilitation centre in 
southern Thailand on Wednesday morning when hundreds of patients attempted to flee, 
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prompting a large-scale response from police and local officials. Authorities were alerted at 
about to unrest at the facility in Moo 3, Kaew Saen subdistrict, Nakhon Si […] The post 
Hundreds flee drug rehab centre, situation contained appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Hun Sen’s nephew says he owned 30% of scam-linked firm (2026-05-06 05:59)

A cousin of Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet has acknowledged holding a 30 per cent 
stake in a payment platform linked by US authorities to cyber scams and money laundering 
operations across Southeast Asia. Businessman Hun To, a nephew of former Cambodian leader 
Hun Sen, said in a statement on Wednesday that he owned shares […] The post Hun Sen’s 
nephew says he owned 30% of scam-linked firm appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Teens hurl “ping-pong bomb” at homes, no injuries (2026-05-06 04:10)

CHONBURI — 6 May 2026, Two teenagers riding a motorcycle hurled a homemade “ping-pong 
bomb” into a residential area in Chonburi province early on Wednesday, shattering a car 
window but causing no injuries, police said. Officers at Nong Prue police station were alerted to 
the incident in Soi Mab Yai Lia 23 in Nong Prue […] The post Teens hurl “ping-pong bomb” at 
homes, no injuries appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Boy dies after motorcycle struck by lorry in Samut Prakan (2026-05-06 03:04)

SAMUT PRAKAN — 5 May 2026, A 12-year-old boy was killed when he was run over by a lorry 
after the motorcycle he was riding on with his father swerved to avoid a pushcart on a road in 
Samut Prakan province, officials said. Emergency services were alerted to the crash on 
Thepharat Road, also known as […] The post Boy dies after motorcycle struck by lorry in Samut 
Prakan appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Eight tourists criticised over indecent behaviour in Pattaya Bay (2026-05-06 02:55)

CHONBURI — 6 May 2026, A video showing four couples of foreign tourists engaging in explicit 
behaviour in Pattaya Bay has drawn criticsm from locals. The clip, shared on social media, 
shows eight tourists—four men and four women—apparently intoxicated as they enter the sea 
in Nong Prue, Bang Lamung district. They are seen embracing and […] The post Eight tourists 
criticised over indecent behaviour in Pattaya Bay appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Clean Air Bill among 31 laws Cabinet backs to proceed (2026-05-05 10:37)

BANGKOK — 5 May 2026, Thailand’s Cabinet has reaffirmed support for 31 draft laws to 
continue through the legislative process, including the Clean Air Bill, the Prime Minister’s 
Office said on Tuesday. Government spokeswoman Ratchada Thanadirek said the bills comprise 
21 draft acts proposed by the Cabinet and 10 submitted by members of the previous […] The 
post Clean Air Bill among 31 laws Cabinet backs to proceed appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Thailand to get first Pokémon Center at centralwOrld in 2026 (2026-05-05 09:47)
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BANGKOK — Thailand is set to welcome its first official Pokémon Center, with a new store 
planned at centralwOrld, marking a major expansion of the global franchise in Southeast Asia. 
The project is a partnership between Pokémon (Thailand) Co., Ltd. and Central Pattana, which 
have signed a lease agreement for “Pokémon Center BANGKOK”. The store […] The post 
Thailand to get first Pokémon Center at centralwOrld in 2026 appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Miss Grand secures Miss Universe rights in five ASEAN countries (2026-05-05 08:34)

Nawat Itsaragrisil, chief executive of Miss Grand International Public Company Limited, has 
announced a major regional expansion after securing rights to operate the Miss Universe 
business in five ASEAN countries. In a filing to the Stock Exchange of Thailand, the company said 
its executive board approved the agreement at a meeting on 30 April 2026. […] The post Miss 
Grand secures Miss Universe rights in five ASEAN countries appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Thai cabinet cancels 2001 MOU with Cambodia, ending 25-year framework (2026-05-05 
07:26)

BANGKOK — Thailand’s cabinet has approved the cancellation of the 2001 memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) with Cambodia on overlapping maritime claims, with Prime Minister 
Anutin Charnvirakul insisting the move will not affect border stability. Speaking after the cabinet 
meeting at Government House at 12:30 on 5 May, Anutin said the decision was not linked to […] 
The post Thai cabinet cancels 2001 MOU with Cambodia, ending 25-year framework appeared 
first on Khaosod English.

• Thailand approves emergency 400 billion baht loans to tackle energy crisis (2026-05-05 
06:53)

BANGKOK — 5 May 2026, Thai cabinet has approved an emergency decree authorising the 
Finance Ministry to borrow 400 billion baht funds to address the impact of the global energy 
crisis, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said on Tuesday. Speaking at Government House, 
Anutin said the decision followed escalating conflict in the Middle East, which has […] The post 
Thailand approves emergency 400 billion baht loans to tackle energy crisis appeared first on 
Khaosod English.

• Lisa steps out in dramatic sheer gown at Met Gala, returns for second year (2026-05-05 
05:54)

Lisa Lalisa Manobal made her second consecutive appearance at the Met Gala, arriving in a 
dramatic sheer gown in line with the event’s “Fashion Is Art” dress code, held to mark the 
museum’s “Costume Art” exhibition. The BLACKPINK star also served on this year’s host 
committee alongside Teyana Taylor, Sabrina Carpenter and Doja Cat, among […] The post Lisa 
steps out in dramatic sheer gown at Met Gala, returns for second year appeared first on 
Khaosod English.

• Power lines blaze outside 7-Eleven near Phayao Uni (2026-05-05 04:35)
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PHAYAO — 5 May 2026, A dramatic fire broke out in front of a 7-Eleven convenience store 
opposite the University of Phayao after a severe electrical short circuit ignited overhead power 
lines and communication lines. Witnesses said a loud explosion was heard before sparks began 
falling from the cables, which quickly caught fire. Flames spread […] The post Power lines blaze 
outside 7-Eleven near Phayao Uni appeared first on Khaosod English.

• A Taiwanese town embraces a slow pace of life through a snail race (2026-05-05 04:13)

FENGLIN, Taiwan (AP) — The Taiwanese town of Fenglin has grown a reputation as a place 
where life moves slowly and people can catch their breath. Rather than push against this 
rhythm, the town of around 10,000 has chosen to embrace it and make it part of its identity. 
Enter the snails. Fenglin has been […] The post A Taiwanese town embraces a slow pace of life 
through a snail race appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Iran warns off US warships in Strait of Hormuz (2026-05-05 04:06)

DUBAI — 4 May 2026, Iran’s navy said it blocked the entry of U.S. warships into the Strait of 
Hormuz on Monday, issuing what it described as a “swift and decisive warning,” according to 
state television. The statement came as U.S. President Donald Trump said on Sunday that 
Washington would begin an effort on Monday […] The post Iran warns off US warships in Strait 
of Hormuz appeared first on Khaosod English.

• An explosion at a fireworks plant in China kills at least 21 people, state media says 
(2026-05-05 03:47)

BEIJING (AP) — An explosion at a fireworks plant in a central Chinese province killed at least 21 
people and injured 61 others, state media reported Tuesday. China’s official news agency 
Xinhua said the blast occurred at a fireworks plant in Changsha city of Hunan province on 
Monday afternoon. State media China Daily said the […] The post An explosion at a fireworks 
plant in China kills at least 21 people, state media says appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Families evacuated from Gaza enjoy a day to decompress at Rome’s ancient baths 
(2026-05-04 13:27)

ROME (AP) — The Baths of Caracalla, the sumptuously decorated public baths complex near the 
Colosseum, were long a place of leisure, healthcare and relaxation for ancient Romans. On 
Sunday, the place provided a different sort of decompression to a group of Palestinian children 
and their families who had been evacuated from Gaza for medical care, thanks to Italy’s […] 
The post Families evacuated from Gaza enjoy a day to decompress at Rome’s ancient baths 
appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Foreign youths accused of taking drinks without paying on Koh Phangan (2026-05-04 
12:26)

SURAT THANI — A shop owner on Koh Phangan has warned fellow operators after two foreign 
youths allegedly took drinks without paying, according to a post shared on a local Facebook 
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page. The owner posted on the public page “Koh Phangan” describing the incident, which 
occurred while a young female employee was alone in the […] The post Foreign youths accused 
of taking drinks without paying on Koh Phangan appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Storm batters durian orchards in Nakhon Phanom, losses hit millions (2026-05-04 10:42)

NAKHON PHANOM — Durian farmers in Si Songkhram district have been left reeling after a 
brief summer storm toppled trees and knocked fruit to the ground, causing heavy losses 
estimated at several million baht. Farmers from three orchards in Sam Phong subdistrict said 
strong winds lasting about five minutes uprooted Monthong durian trees and damaged large 
[…] The post Storm batters durian orchards in Nakhon Phanom, losses hit millions appeared 
first on Khaosod English.

• Bangkok VIP prison scandal: officers removed over Chinese inmates’ perks (2026-05-04 
10:21)

BANGKOK — The Department of Corrections has ordered a group of prison officials to be 
removed from service over allegations of providing special “VIP” treatment to Chinese 
inmates at Bangkok Remand Prison, following a probe by the National Human Rights 
Commission of Thailand. The agency said the action was part of a wider disciplinary crackdown 
after […] The post Bangkok VIP prison scandal: officers removed over Chinese inmates’ perks 
appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Taiwan’s president lands in Eswatini in a trip delayed by lack of overflight clearance 
(2026-05-04 08:39)

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Taiwan’s President Lai Ching-te said he arrived in the African nation of 
Eswatini on Saturday, days after his government was forced to push back the trip when several 
countries withdrew permission for him to fly over their territories reportedly over Chinese 
pressure. In a post on X, Lai said he arrived in Eswatini — Taiwan’s […] The post Taiwan’s 
president lands in Eswatini in a trip delayed by lack of overflight clearance appeared first on 
Khaosod English.

• 1,500 beagles will get new lives, warm laps after release from research facility (2026-05-04 
08:30)

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) — The first beagles removed from a Wisconsin dog breeding and 
research facility that was the site of recent protests seemed to know right away that they were 
safe. “They started within an hour or so coming up to us, wanting attention. Some crawled in 
people’s laps. Every single one of them are […] The post 1,500 beagles will get new lives, 
warm laps after release from research facility appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Labour Ministry orders nationwide crackdown on illegal foreign workers (2026-05-04 
07:48)
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BANGKOK — The Labour Ministry has ordered a nationwide crackdown on illegal foreign 
workers, stepping up inspections and enforcement across Thailand following reports of 
violations uncovered in Koh Phangan, Labour Minister Julapun Amornvivat said. The directive 
came after a 1 May raid on a daycare centre in Koh Phangan, Surat Thani, where military 
officers, local administrators, […] The post Labour Ministry orders nationwide crackdown on 
illegal foreign workers appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Thailand welcomes Aung San Suu Kyi’s move to house arrest, backs gradual ASEAN 
engagement (2026-05-04 05:47)

BANGKOK — The Thai government has welcomed Myanmar’s decision to move detained 
former leader Aung San Suu Kyi to house arrest, describing it as a positive development and 
reaffirming support for gradual engagement between ASEAN and Myanmar. Government 
spokesperson Ratchada Thanadirek said the move reflected progress and that Thailand was 
ready to promote “appropriate and […] The post Thailand welcomes Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
move to house arrest, backs gradual ASEAN engagement appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Four heirs donate 107,000 sq m of prime land worth 1bn baht for Warin Chamrap hospital 
expansion (2026-05-04 05:30)

UBON RATCHATHANI — Four heirs of the Smitthaman family have pledged to donate nearly 67 
rai (about 107,000 square metres) of land in central Warin Chamrap, valued at around 1 billion 
baht, to support the expansion of medical services at Warin Chamrap Hospital. According to a 
Facebook post by Warin Chamrap Hospital, the hospital’s director, Piyawat […] The post Four 
heirs donate 107,000 sq m of prime land worth 1bn baht for Warin Chamrap hospital expansion 
appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Riverside home collapses into Bang Pakong River (2026-05-03 11:01)

CHACHOENGSAO — 3 May 2026, A house and motorcycle repair shop collapsed into the Bang 
Pakong River after a riverside embankment gave way near a temple, with the dramatic incident 
captured on video by local residents. The collapse occurred at about 15:20 on 3 May in front of 
Wat Saichon Na Rangsi (Wat Laem Bon) […] The post Riverside home collapses into Bang 
Pakong River appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Thailand waives expressway tolls for Coronation Day (2026-05-03 10:36)

BANGKOK — 3 May 2026, Thailand will waive toll fees on three major expressways on 4 May to 
mark Coronation Day, covering 63 toll plazas nationwide, the Expressway Authority of Thailand 
(EXAT) said. The toll exemption will be in effect from 00:01 to 24:00 on Monday and applies to 
the following routes: Chalerm Maha Nakhon […] The post Thailand waives expressway tolls for 
Coronation Day appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Ex-cop shoots son dead amid knife threat at home (2026-05-03 09:36)
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NAKHON SAWAN — 3 May 2026, A retired police officer shot and killed his son at their home 
after a violent dispute in which the son allegedly threatened family members with a knife, police 
said. The incident occurred on 2 May in Ban Takrut Phiban village, Phai Sali district. Officers 
responding to reports of gunfire […] The post Ex-cop shoots son dead amid knife threat at 
home appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Thailand repatriates 55 Cambodian workers via border (2026-05-03 08:28)

SA KAEO — 3 May 2026, Thai authorities repatriated 55 Cambodian migrant workers through 
the Khlong Luek border checkpoint after their legal cases were concluded, officials said. The 
Burapha Task Force, led by the Aranyaprathet special unit, coordinated with Border Patrol 
Company 1201 and multiple agencies, including Region 1 Operations Centre, Sa Kaeo 
Immigration, Aranyaprathet […] The post Thailand repatriates 55 Cambodian workers via 
border appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Mayon Volcano unrest forces mass evacuations in Albay, Phillippines (2026-05-03 07:27)

ALBAY, PHILIPPINES — 3 May 2026, Thousands evacuated after Mayon Volcano erupts, 
authorities warn of lava and landslides Thousands of residents in Albay province, southeast of 
Manila, have been evacuated after renewed activity at Mayon Volcano sent ash plumes into the 
sky and blanketed nearby communities. Authorities have raised Alert Level 3 on a five-level […] 
The post Mayon Volcano unrest forces mass evacuations in Albay, Phillippines appeared first on 
Khaosod English.

• Two-seat helicopter crashes near factory in Samut Prakan, two injured (2026-05-03 05:44)

SAMUT PRAKAN — 3 May 2026, 09:10, Emergency responders were dispatched after a two-seat 
training helicopter crashed in a wooded area near Soi Bang Mek Khao, Suwit Sai Kao Road, Thai 
Ban subdistrict, Mueang district. Initial reports to the Prakan rescue centre described an aircraft 
down near the end of the soi, beside a factory […] The post Two-seat helicopter crashes near 
factory in Samut Prakan, two injured appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Boyfriend arrested over killing of woman in condo in Nonthaburi (2026-05-03 05:44)

NONTHABURI — 3 May 2026, Police have arrested a boyfriend suspected of murdering his 
girlfriend, whose body was found in a ransacked condominium room in Nonthaburi province, 
authorities said. The victim, identified as Panitsuda Hattadol, 25, an online vendor, was 
discovered at about 19:00 on 2 May in an eighth-storey condominium building. Her body was 
[…] The post Boyfriend arrested over killing of woman in condo in Nonthaburi appeared first on 
Khaosod English.

• Thailand, US step up anti-trafficking crackdown push (2026-05-03 04:23)

BANGKOK — 3 May 2026, Thailand is expanding cooperation with the United States to crack 
down on call-centre scam networks and human trafficking, as it seeks to upgrade its global 
ranking on trafficking prevention and boost investor and tourism confidence, a government 
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spokesperson said. Ratchada Thanadirek, deputy government spokesperson, said Prime 
Minister and Interior Minister […] The post Thailand, US step up anti-trafficking crackdown push 
appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Wild elephants kill park volunteer in Prachinburi (2026-05-03 03:07)

PRACHINBURI — 2 May 2026, Two wild elephants in Thap Lan National Park trampled a park 
volunteer to death while he was on patrol, officials said, in an attack believed to have been 
triggered when a dog startled the animals as they rested. The incident occurred at about 18:00 
on 2 May in a bamboo […] The post Wild elephants kill park volunteer in Prachinburi appeared 
first on Khaosod English.

• Crowds flock to Bang Saen beach, spending stays muted (2026-05-01 10:51)

CHONBURI — 1 May 2026, Large crowds packed Bang Saen beach on National Labour Day, 
clogging roads and filling the shoreline, though vendors said spending was subdued as families 
tightened budgets ahead of the new school term. At 15:30, reporters found heavy traffic on 
routes to Bang Saen and along the beachfront, with visitors from […] The post Crowds flock to 
Bang Saen beach, spending stays muted appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Storms damage more than 350 homes in Khon Kaen, evacuation sites prepared 
(2026-05-01 10:28)

KHON KAEN — 1 May 2026, Authorities in Khon Kaen are accelerating assistance to more than 
350 households after overnight summer storms battered the area, prompting orders for all 
districts to identify safe zones and evacuate residents from high-risk locations as unstable 
weather continues. Pichai Wanta, district chief of Mueang Khon Kaen, said rapid response […] 
The post Storms damage more than 350 homes in Khon Kaen, evacuation sites prepared 
appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Phi Phi park denies viral claim of new airport plan (2026-05-01 09:50)

KRABI — 1 May 2026, Noppharat Thara Beach, Phi Phi islands National Park has dismissed viral 
social media claims that Phi Phi island would have its own international airport, saying the 
information is false. In a statement posted on Facebook, park chief Saengsuree Songthong said 
an Instagram post dated 1 Apr 2026 claimed “Phi Phi […] The post Phi Phi park denies viral 
claim of new airport plan appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Family appeals for A− and O− blood donors ahead of heart surgery (2026-05-01 08:45)

SAMUT SAKHON — 1 May 2026, A family is urgently appealing for rare blood donations ahead 
of a life-saving heart operation scheduled later this month at Banphaeo General Hospital. Geno 
L. Eckley is due to undergo a triple bypass surgery on 19 May, but the procedure cannot 
proceed without sufficient supplies of A-negative (A−) or […] The post Family appeals for A− and 
O− blood donors ahead of heart surgery appeared first on Khaosod English.
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• PM launches ‘Thai Helps Thai’ scheme, visits market (2026-05-01 07:21)

NONTHABURI — 1 May 2026, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul on Thursday launched the 
“Thai Helps Thai” scheme aimed at easing living costs, visiting a market in Nonthaburi where 
discounted goods drew crowds on the first day. At 11:00, Anutin, who also serves as interior 
minister, toured stalls at Bang Yai City Market alongside Deputy Prime […] The post PM 
launches ‘Thai Helps Thai’ scheme, visits market appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Thailand’s NHRC flags VIP prison perks as abuse and bias (2026-05-01 05:23)

BANGKOK — 1 May 2026, Thailand’s National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has found 
that “VIP prison” facilities inside Bangkok Remand Prison amounted to unlawful preferential 
treatment for certain inmates, including Chinese nationals and influential figures, constituting 
discrimination and human rights violations. Commissioner Wasan Phaileeklee said on 1 May 
that the panel would forward its findings […] The post Thailand’s NHRC flags VIP prison perks 
as abuse and bias appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Khlong Luang residents threaten to block roads and railway lines due to flood concerns 
(2026-05-01 04:35)

PATHUM THANI — 1 May 2026, Residents in Khlong Luang are threatening to block roads and 
railway lines unless authorities revise a high-speed rail construction plan they say could trigger 
severe flooding and cut off community access. More than 100 villagers and community leaders 
from eight communities gathered at the Pathum Thani Provincial Administrative Organisation 
[…] The post Khlong Luang residents threaten to block roads and railway lines due to flood 
concerns appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Thai workers march on Govt House for fair pay, jobs on Labour day (2026-05-01 04:01)

BANGKOK — 1 May 2026, Hundreds of workers marched to Government House on Thursday to 
press for fair wages, job security and stronger social protections as Thailand marked National 
Labour Day. From 8:00 to 11:30, labour groups led by the State Enterprises Workers’ Relations 
Confederation and the Thai Labour Solidarity Confederation gathered at Democracy Monument 
[…] The post Thai workers march on Govt House for fair pay, jobs on Labour day appeared first 
on Khaosod English.

• Thai police arrest 3 after Cambodia scam raid returns (2026-05-01 03:29)

SA KAEO — 1 May 2026, Thai police arrested three suspects wanted on outstanding warrants 
after receiving Thai nationals repatriated from Cambodia, where authorities dismantled a 
13-storey scam operation. On the evening of 30 April, officers received the returnees, A total of 
635 Thais, and conducted detailed background and warrant checks. Several wanted suspects 
were […] The post Thai police arrest 3 after Cambodia scam raid returns appeared first on 
Khaosod English.

• Police investigate alleged abuse of 11-year-old in Prachin Buri (2026-05-01 02:58)
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PRACHIN BURI — 1 May 2026, An 11-year-old girl with a cognitive impairment has been 
identified as the victim in an alleged case of sexual abuse involving a relative in Kabin Buri 
district, authorities and family members say. Police confirmed that a complaint was filed on 30 
April by the girl’s mother and grandfather, alleging […] The post Police investigate alleged 
abuse of 11-year-old in Prachin Buri appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Myanmar state media: Aung San Suu Kyi shifted from prison to house arrest (2026-04-30 
15:42)

Myanmar’s state media reported that detained former leader Aung San Suu Kyi has been 
transferred from Naypyitaw Prison to house arrest, marking a significant shift in her detention 
status. The move comes after a series of recent amnesties under the administration of Min 
Aung Hlaing, who was sworn in as president earlier this month. Suu […] The post Myanmar 
state media: Aung San Suu Kyi shifted from prison to house arrest appeared first on Khaosod 
English.

• Australian embassy marks World Press Freedom Day 2026 in Bangkok (2026-04-30 14:04)

BANGKOK — The Australian Embassy Bangkok hosted a reception on Wednesday evening 
bringing together Thai and international media, government representatives, civil society and 
diplomats ahead of World Press Freedom Day. Australian Ambassador to Thailand Angela 
Macdonald said the occasion served as a reminder of the critical role of a free press. “Timely, 
accurate and independent […] The post Australian embassy marks World Press Freedom Day 
2026 in Bangkok appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Thai King attends King Carl XVI Gustaf’s 80th birthday ceremony (2026-04-30 13:14)

Their Majesties the King and Queen of Thailand attended royal celebrations marking the 80th 
birthday of Carl XVI Gustaf at the Royal Palace in Stockholm on Thursday. The Thai monarchs 
took part in a thanksgiving service at the Royal Chapel and observed the ceremonial changing of 
the Royal Guards, as well as a choral tribute […] The post Thai King attends King Carl XVI 
Gustaf’s 80th birthday ceremony appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Thailand hosts IOC working group, reaffirms readiness for Youth Olympic Games 2030 bid 
(2026-04-30 12:57)

BANGKOK — The Thai government has welcomed members of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) Youth Olympic Games (YOG) 2030 Working Group during an official visit to 
Bangkok from 28–30 April, as the country pushes forward its bid to host the Youth Olympic 
Games in 2030. The delegation was led by Danka Hrbékova, an IOC member […] The post 
Thailand hosts IOC working group, reaffirms readiness for Youth Olympic Games 2030 bid 
appeared first on Khaosod English.

• A Frank Conversation About The Challenges Facing Thailand–Cambodia Relations 
(2026-04-30 12:19)
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A Bangkok-based Western researcher requested a meeting with me on Tuesday afternoon in 
Bangkok to discuss the troubling Thai–Cambodian relations, asking me whether I see any hope 
for the normalisation of the two neighbouring ASEAN member states. Before attempting to 
answer, I learned that he had recently visited Phnom Penh to talk to experts and […] The post A 
Frank Conversation About The Challenges Facing Thailand–Cambodia Relations appeared first 
on Khaosod English.

• Myanmar airstrike hits Karen mining community, 12 injured (2026-04-30 11:39)

A Myanmar military aircraft carried out airstrikes on a mining community in Karen State, leaving 
at least 12 people injured, according to reports on Thursday. The attack took place on 29 April, 
when a Y-12 aircraft conducted two sorties, dropping a total of 12 bombs on a mining site and a 
nearby village in Payathonsu […] The post Myanmar airstrike hits Karen mining community, 12 
injured appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Thailand receives 635 suspected scam workers from Cambodia for screening (2026-04-30 
10:59)

SA KAEO — Thai authorities on Thursday received 635 Thai nationals from Cambodia, suspected 
of involvement in online scam operations, for screening and legal action. The group was handed 
over at Khlong Luek border checkpoint in Aranyaprathet district at 16:38 after delays earlier in 
the day. The transfer followed coordination between the Royal Thai Army […] The post Thailand 
receives 635 suspected scam workers from Cambodia for screening appeared first on Khaosod 
English.

• Chiang Mai air quality improves as hotspots decline (2026-04-30 09:59)

CHIANG MAI — 30 April 2026, Air quality in northern Thailand’s Chiang Mai province is 
showing signs of improvement as the number of wildfire hotspots declines, officials said. At a 
provincial meeting on wildfire and PM2.5 pollution mitigation held in Chiang Dao district, Vice 
Governor Siwakorn Buapong said efforts were being stepped up to accelerate […] The post 
Chiang Mai air quality improves as hotspots decline appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Global press freedom hits lowest level in 25 years, RSF warns (2026-04-30 08:58)

Global press freedom has fallen to its lowest level in a quarter of a century, with more than half 
of the world’s countries now classified as having a “difficult” or “very serious” situation, 
according to the 2026 World Press Freedom Index by Reporters Without Borders. RSF said the 
average score across 180 countries and territories […] The post Global press freedom hits 
lowest level in 25 years, RSF warns appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Cambodia delays border opening for 635 Thais return (2026-04-30 08:02)

SA KAEO — 30 April 2026, Tensions rose at the Khlong Luek border crossing in Aranyaprathet 
district after Cambodian authorities failed to open the gate for 635 Thai nationals to return 
home as previously agreed. At about 12:00, Thai officials were left waiting as the handover was 

https://www.khaosodenglish.com/featured/2026/04/30/a-frank-conversation-about-the-challenges-facing-thailand-cambodia-relations/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/featured/2026/04/30/a-frank-conversation-about-the-challenges-facing-thailand-cambodia-relations/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/news/international/2026/04/30/myanmar-airstrike-hits-karen-mining-community-12-injured/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/news/international/2026/04/30/myanmar-airstrike-hits-karen-mining-community-12-injured/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/news/international/2026/04/30/myanmar-airstrike-hits-karen-mining-community-12-injured/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/news/crimecourtscalamity/2026/04/30/thailand-receives-635-suspected-scam-workers-from-cambodia-for-screening/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/news/crimecourtscalamity/2026/04/30/thailand-receives-635-suspected-scam-workers-from-cambodia-for-screening/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/news/crimecourtscalamity/2026/04/30/thailand-receives-635-suspected-scam-workers-from-cambodia-for-screening/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com
https://www.khaosodenglish.com
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/news/2026/04/30/chiang-mai-air-quality-improves-as-hotspots-decline/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/news/2026/04/30/chiang-mai-air-quality-improves-as-hotspots-decline/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/news/international/2026/04/30/global-press-freedom-hits-lowest-level-in-25-years-rsf-warns/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/news/international/2026/04/30/global-press-freedom-hits-lowest-level-in-25-years-rsf-warns/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/news/international/2026/04/30/global-press-freedom-hits-lowest-level-in-25-years-rsf-warns/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/news/2026/04/30/cambodia-delays-border-opening-for-635-thais-return/


SecurityStudies.info THAILAND — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 22 — 2026-05-07

repeatedly delayed without explanation. Security forces, led by […] The post Cambodia delays 
border opening for 635 Thais return appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Woman freed after lorry crashes into tree in Khon Kaen (2026-04-30 05:39)

KHON KAEN — 30 April 2026, Rescue workers freed a woman trapped inside a six-wheeled lorry 
after it veered off the road and crashed into a roadside tree in northeastern Thailand. The 
accident occurred on Highway 2062, Manchakiri–Ban Thum route, in Ban Sawang village, Suan 
Mon subdistrict, Manchakiri district. Emergency responders from local rescue units […] The 
post Woman freed after lorry crashes into tree in Khon Kaen appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Cambodia upholds 27-year-prison sentence for ex-opposition leader Kem Sokha in 
treason case (2026-04-30 04:40)

PHNOM PENH, April 30 (Xinhua) — Cambodia’s Appeal Court on Thursday upheld the decision 
of a lower court to sentence former opposition leader Kem Sokha to 27 years in prison on the 
charge of treason, according to one of his lawyers. Sokha appeared in the court to hear the 
verdict. Pheng Heng, one of Sokha’s […] The post Cambodia upholds 27-year-prison sentence 
for ex-opposition leader Kem Sokha in treason case appeared first on Khaosod English.

• Rare Bryde’s whale family thrills tourists off Krabi coast (2026-04-30 02:26)

KRABI — 29 April 2026, Tourists were treated to a rare spectacle when a family of Bryde’s 
whales surfaced and leapt repeatedly from the sea near Koh Lanta, in southern Thailand. The 
moment was captured on video by a tour guide, showing the elusive marine mammals 
breaching and playing at the surface for nearly one […] The post Rare Bryde’s whale family 
thrills tourists off Krabi coast appeared first on Khaosod English.

Source: The Thaiger

• Thailand News | Tourist injured after risky Songthaew backflip in Pattaya, gear mistake 
leads to fire at Bangkok petrol station (2026-05-07 04:48)

In the news today we’ve got some tourists in Pattaya engaging in both risky and lewd behavior 
in separate incidents, Prime Minister Anutin has ordered a crackdown on badly behaved 
tourists, it’s not all tourists behaving badly, though, as two Thai teen suspects have been 
arrested for robbing an aussie in Pattaya, speaking of Australia … The story Thailand News | 
Tourist injured after risky Songthaew backflip in Pattaya, gear mistake leads to fire at Bangkok 
petrol station as seen on Thaiger News.

• Thai driver, Chinese nationals caught in Sa Kaeo after 70km chase (2026-05-07 04:33)

A suspected smuggling operation was exposed in Sa Kaeo yesterday, May 6, after police 
arrested a Thai pickup driver following a 70-kilometre chase through Prachin Buri, 
Chachoengsao and Sa Kaeo, with six Chinese nationals found inside the vehicle. The pursuit 
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began after highway police received a tip-off that Chinese nationals were being transported 
from the … The story Thai driver, Chinese nationals caught in Sa Kaeo after 70km chase as seen 
on Thaiger News.

• Thai couple arrested for stealing animals from 2 Bangkok zoos (2026-05-07 04:32)

Two suspects were arrested at their accommodation in Don Mueang area after stealing three 
animals from two zoos in Bangkok on May 1. Pata Zoo shared sketch images of the suspects, a 
man and a woman, on its official Facebook page yesterday, May 6, along with details of the 
incident and descriptions of the pair. … The story Thai couple arrested for stealing animals 
from 2 Bangkok zoos as seen on Thaiger News.

• MP urges action as Thai youth depression hits 26.9% (2026-05-07 03:47)

Democrat Party MP Karndee Leopairote, yesterday, May 6, urged the government to strengthen 
mental health support for young people after citing rising rates of depression and self-harm 
among Thai youth. Speaking during a House of Representatives meeting at Parliament, Karndee 
said she was raising the issue both as an MP and as a mother after … The story MP urges action 
as Thai youth depression hits 26.9% as seen on Thaiger News.

• Airports of Thailand confirms higher international passenger fee from June 20 (2026-05-07 
03:11)

Passenger service charge (PSC) for international departures are set to increase from 730 baht to 
1,120 baht starting June 20, following approval from the Ministry of Transport of Thailand. 
Airports of Thailand (AOT) president Paweena Jariyathitipong announced yesterday, May 6, that 
the revised passenger service charge (PSC) had officially received approval after earlier plans 
were … The story Airports of Thailand confirms higher international passenger fee from June 20 
as seen on Thaiger News.

• No mafia in Phuket, only foreign criminals (2026-05-07 03:02)

Phuket Provincial Police Commander confirms the province is free of mafia networks and 
ransom operations. Crypto extortion plots were orchestrated by foreign nationals attempting to 
strike and flee, but all were arrested. Authorities are actively cracking down on foreign 
nominees taking local jobs. Pol. Maj. Gen. Sinlert Sukhum, Commander of the Phuket Provincial 
Police, gave … The story No mafia in Phuket, only foreign criminals as seen on Thaiger News.

• Chinese tourist beaten to death inside unlicensed Pattaya pub (2026-05-07 02:38)

A Chinese tourist died after being attacked inside an unlicensed entertainment venue in South 
Pattaya, following a fight that began during a snooker game late yesterday, May 6. The Sawang 
Boriboon Thammasathan Pattaya rescue centre received a report of a serious assault at 
11.06pm inside a venue in Nong Prue subdistrict, Bang Lamung district, Chon … The story 
Chinese tourist beaten to death inside unlicensed Pattaya pub as seen on Thaiger News.
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• French students describe their Mirror Foundation internship as valuable experience 
(2026-05-07 02:20)

Two French university students shared their experiences working with the Mirror Foundation 
internship programme in Thailand, describing the placement as an opportunity to support 
underprivileged communities while learning about Thai culture and teamwork. The Mirror 
Foundation published the students’ experiences on its official Facebook page on Tuesday, May 
5, as part of efforts to promote its … The story French students describe their Mirror 
Foundation internship as valuable experience as seen on Thaiger News.

• Dream Vegas: A Beginner’s Guide to Payments and Account Access (2026-05-06 15:11)

Dream Vegas is one of the better-known brands run on White Hat Gaming’s platform. For 
Canadian players the two practical concerns are simple: how do I get money into and out of my 
account, and how do I sign in securely so I can play without surprises? This guide walks through 
the common payment routes … The story Dream Vegas: A Beginner’s Guide to Payments and 
Account Access as seen on Thaiger News.

• Pattaya teens arrested over stabbing, robbery of Australian tourist (2026-05-06 10:21)

Two teenagers were arrested last night, May 5, in a Pattaya theft and assault case after an 
Australian tourist was allegedly stabbed with scissors and robbed of AU$6,000 (about 140,000 
baht) in a room in South Pattaya. Pattaya police and Tourist Police arrested the two transgender 
suspects, aged 17 and 16, at 8.16pm. Officers seized … The story Pattaya teens arrested over 
stabbing, robbery of Australian tourist as seen on Thaiger News.

• Sisaket officials face criticism over error on sign at wildlife protected area (2026-05-06 
09:40)

An error on a sign in Sisaket drew attention online after a Thai woman highlighted incorrect 
English wording on an official sign at a wildlife protection area, which read “Hunting zone” 
instead of “Non-hunting zone”. Facebook user, Boonprakong Maxso, shared a video of the 
sign on May 2, criticising the translation used on the notice … The story Sisaket officials face 
criticism over error on sign at wildlife protected area as seen on Thaiger News.

• Western Decor Corporation targets growth in 2026 as renovations drive demand for 
premium tiles (2026-05-06 09:35)

Western Decor Corporation (WDC), Thailand’s leading importer and distributor of premium 
floor and wall tiles, has announced a positive outlook for the high-end decorative materials 
market, remaining resilient despite the broader economic slowdown. Growth is being fueled by 
the robust luxury housing segment and a rising trend in high-value home renovations. The 
company also introduced … The story Western Decor Corporation targets growth in 2026 as 
renovations drive demand for premium tiles as seen on Thaiger News.
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• Real estate jobs in Thailand: What expats can (and can’t) legally do in 2026 (2026-05-06 
09:05)

Picture yourself showing a luxury condo in Thonglor to a European buyer, or helping a family 
from Singapore find their dream villa in Phuket. A real estate career in Thailand is genuinely 
exciting, and for expats with the right profile and the right structure, it is still very much on the 
table. The keyword is … The story Real estate jobs in Thailand: What expats can (and can’t) 
legally do in 2026 as seen on Thaiger News.

• Ubon Ratchathani man dies from rabies after puppy scratch (2026-05-06 08:56)

A man from Ubon Ratchathani died from rabies after he was scratched by a Siberian Husky 
puppy, prompting livestock officials to vaccinate more than 600 dogs and cats within a 5 
kilometre radius of the outbreak site. The story was shared today, May 6, by Dr Worapol 
Charoenporn through the Facebook page ��������������������, after he 
… The story Ubon Ratchathani man dies from rabies after puppy scratch as seen on Thaiger 
News.

• Budget-friendly Bangkok rentals near MRT Blue Line for remote workers (2026-05-06 
08:45)

Bangkok consistently ranks among the top cities in the world for remote work, and the reasons 
are not hard to see: low cost of living, fast internet, a deep pool of co-working spaces, and a 
food scene that makes eating out cheaper than cooking. Most guides push Sukhumvit, but 
rentals near MRT stations tell a … The story Budget-friendly Bangkok rentals near MRT Blue 
Line for remote workers as seen on Thaiger News.

• Woman kills boyfriend with car in Saraburi after breakup attempt (2026-05-06 08:42)

A Thai woman intentionally killed her boyfriend by ramming her car into his motorcycle on a 
road in Saraburi province today, May 6, after he attempted to end their relationship. Officers 
from Mueang Saraburi Police Station were alerted to the incident on Phahonyothin Road during 
the afternoon and coordinated with rescuers from Ruam Katanyu Foundation to assist … The 
story Woman kills boyfriend with car in Saraburi after breakup attempt as seen on Thaiger 
News.

• Russian man arrested over unlicensed Phuket fishing tours (2026-05-06 08:04)

A Russian man accused of running an illegal tour operation in Phuket was arrested at sea today, 
May 6, after police traced fishing trips allegedly sold through Telegram to Chalong, Mueang 
Phuket, Phuket. The case began with a tip-off to the Tourist Police hotline. Police were told that 
a group of foreigners had been advertising … The story Russian man arrested over unlicensed 
Phuket fishing tours as seen on Thaiger News.

• Interpol wanted South Korean man arrested in Pattaya for scam operation (2026-05-06 
07:28)
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A South Korean scam suspect wanted under an Interpol Red Notice was arrested at a luxury 
condominium in Pattaya on his birthday, April 22, during a joint operation involving Thai and 
South Korean authorities. Thailand’s Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) yesterday, May 5, 
released details of the operation, which targeted foreign criminal suspects hiding in Thailand. … 
The story Interpol wanted South Korean man arrested in Pattaya for scam operation as seen on 
Thaiger News.

• Elderly driver’s gear mistake starts Bangkok petrol station fire (2026-05-06 07:00)

An elderly driver crashed into fuel pumps at a petrol station in Bangkok this morning, May 6, 
causing a fire that destroyed his car and damaged two fuel dispensers. No injuries were 
reported. The incident happened at about 7.14am at a Bangchak petrol station on Rama II Soi 
94 in Samae Dam subdistrict, Bang Khun … The story Elderly driver’s gear mistake starts 
Bangkok petrol station fire as seen on Thaiger News.

• Thailand plans 80 billion baht airport expansion to become aviation hub (2026-05-06 
04:59)

Thailand airport expansion projects worth around 80 billion baht are being prepared as the 
government moves ahead with plans to position the country as a regional aviation hub. Deputy 
Prime Minister and Transport Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn recently met with Airports of 
Thailand (AOT) executives and related officials to discuss aviation development projects aimed 
at improving … The story Thailand plans 80 billion baht airport expansion to become aviation 
hub as seen on Thaiger News.

• Thailand News | Nationwide checks ordered after Foreign worker permit concerns, 
Thailand’s first Pokémon centre coming to Bangkok in 2026 (2026-05-06 04:46)

In the news today, following the raid earlier this week at a childcare facility on Koh Phangan, the 
labor minister has ordered a nationwide inspection of foreign workers, in ASEAN news Thailand 
is moving to cancel its longstanding maritime agreement with Cambodia, in Phuket, a foreign 
man begging with a child has brought calls for … The story Thailand News | Nationwide checks 
ordered after Foreign worker permit concerns, Thailand’s first Pokémon centre coming to 
Bangkok in 2026 as seen on Thaiger News.

• Police seize heroin hidden in Thai clothing sets bound for Australia (2026-05-06 04:45)

Police in Phuket seized more than six kilogrammes of heroin hidden inside 48 Thai clothing sets 
on April 30 after a suspicious parcel shipment from Loei was sent to a house in Sakhu, Thalang, 
allegedly for onward delivery to Australia. The shipment, packed in two sacks, was sent through 
a private delivery company from Chiang … The story Police seize heroin hidden in Thai clothing 
sets bound for Australia as seen on Thaiger News.

• Several figures enter race ahead of Bangkok governor election in June (2026-05-06 04:11)
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Several candidates began presenting their campaigns ahead of the Bangkok governor election 
2026, while the current governor, Chadchart Sittipunt, announced that he would start his 
campaign after his term ends this month. The terms of Chadchart and members of the Bangkok 
Metropolitan Council are scheduled to expire on May 21. Elections for the Bangkok governor … 
The story Several figures enter race ahead of Bangkok governor election in June as seen on 
Thaiger News.

• Surin man arrested over child sexual abuse material on Telegram (2026-05-06 03:45)

A dental assistant was arrested yesterday, May 5, in Surin after officials uncovered a Telegram 
group allegedly selling child sexual abuse material, including videos involving girls as young as 
13 years old. The arrest took place at a house in Surin following an investigation by the 
Department of Provincial Administration and local police into suspected … The story Surin man 
arrested over child sexual abuse material on Telegram as seen on Thaiger News.

• Foreign tourists filmed in alleged sex act in Pattaya sea (2026-05-06 02:52)

A group of foreign tourists, believed to be Russian nationals, were filmed allegedly engaging in 
sexual activity in the sea in Pattaya despite repeated warnings from bystanders, according to a 
witness who recorded the incident. The footage circulated online and showed eight foreign 
tourists, four men and four women, allegedly entering the water together while … The story 
Foreign tourists filmed in alleged sex act in Pattaya sea as seen on Thaiger News.

• Petrol station owner raises alarm after man smashes head on plate, leaves (2026-05-06 
02:48)

A Thai man smashed his head into a food plate while eating at a restaurant in a petrol station in 
Saraburi, prompting concern over his mental health and safety. CCTV footage from a chicken 
rice shop inside a petrol station in Nong Khae district, Saraburi province, circulated on social 
media and attracted attention from several … The story Petrol station owner raises alarm after 
man smashes head on plate, leaves as seen on Thaiger News.

• Validation Check 2026-05-05 11:07:31 (2026-05-05 11:07)

This is a validation post. Time: 2026-05-05 11:07:31 The story Validation Check 2026-05-05 
11:07:31 as seen on Thaiger News.

• Donald Duck Bay in Phang Nga ranks among world’s top 10 beaches (2026-05-05 10:27)

Three Thai beaches are included in the 2026 World’s Best Beaches list by Global Travel 
Experts, with Donald Duck Bay in Phang Nga ranked among the world’s top 10. The annual list 
is compiled from votes by more than 1,000 travel professionals worldwide. Beaches are 
assessed based on criteria such as uniqueness, wildlife, unspoiled natural … The story Donald 
Duck Bay in Phang Nga ranks among world’s top 10 beaches as seen on Thaiger News.
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• Samuel Leeds posted about buying a villa in Thailand. The internet said he was wrong. He 
wasn’t (2026-05-05 10:20)

When a British property millionaire announced he had bought a £1.3 million villa in Phuket, 
Thailand, and would pay zero tax on his global income as a result, Twitter’s Community Notes 
flagged it as misinformation. The law says otherwise. When Samuel Leeds posted on X that he 
and his wife, Amanda, had signed contracts on … The story Samuel Leeds posted about buying 
a villa in Thailand. The internet said he was wrong. He wasn’t as seen on Thaiger News.

• 13,000 mislabeled canned fish seized at Samut Sakhon factory (2026-05-05 09:44)

Thai officials have seized more than 13,000 cans of canned fish at a factory in Samut Sakhon 
after finding products labelled as mackerel were made with a different species. The Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) launched the inspection today, May 5, after a video posted on 
Facebook raised concerns about the contents of canned fish … The story 13,000 mislabeled 
canned fish seized at Samut Sakhon factory as seen on Thaiger News.

• Phuket man loses 58,000 baht in money showing scam by foreigners (2026-05-05 09:20)

A Thai man lost 58,000 baht to a group of foreign suspects outside a bank in the city centre of 
Phuket last night, May 4, after reportedly showing cash to a foreign woman. The victim shared 
details of the incident with the Phuket Times Facebook page. He said he had arrived at the bank 
at … The story Phuket man loses 58,000 baht in money showing scam by foreigners as seen on 
Thaiger News.

• Cigna’s May offer: Save up to 20% on international health insurance for life (2026-05-05 
08:38)

If you have been putting off sorting your health insurance in Thailand, May 2026 is the month to 
do it. Cigna Global is running an exclusive offer this month, save up to 20% on international 
health plans, and that discount stays with you for the lifetime of your policy. The offer runs until 
May 31, … The story Cigna’s May offer: Save up to 20% on international health insurance for 
life as seen on Thaiger News.

• Tourists told to move by Wat Arun photographers in fresh complaint (2026-05-05 08:36)

A tourist complaint has put photographers at Wat Arun back in the spotlight after visitors 
claimed they were told to move from public areas to make way for paying photo clients. The 
incident was shared on social media on May 5, with claims that a group of photographers at 
Wat Arun Ratchawararam Ratchawaramahawihan in Bangkok … The story Tourists told to move 
by Wat Arun photographers in fresh complaint as seen on Thaiger News.

• Why two white oxen decide Thailand’s agricultural forecast every May in the Royal 
Ploughing Ceremony (2026-05-05 08:10)

Every May, two sacred white oxen are led across Sanam Luang, the vast ceremonial field 
opposite Bangkok’s Grand Palace, while Brahmin priests chant in Sanskrit, celestial maidens 
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scatter blessed rice seed, and thousands of spectators wait for the moment the formal 
procession ends so they can rush onto the field and scoop up handfuls of … The story Why two 
white oxen decide Thailand’s agricultural forecast every May in the Royal Ploughing Ceremony 
as seen on Thaiger News.

• Foreign scammer targets Phuket restaurants with confusion trick (2026-05-05 07:59)

At least three restaurant owners in Phuket fell victim to a foreign scammer who reportedly used 
confusion tactics to take money from the victims. A restaurant owner in Phuket, identified as 
Benz Paitoon, shared details of the incident on Facebook along with CCTV footage yesterday, 
May 4. He said the suspect, whose nationality is unknown, … The story Foreign scammer targets 
Phuket restaurants with confusion trick as seen on Thaiger News.

• Mystery body found in Buriram school toilet days before reopening (2026-05-05 07:55)

An unidentified decomposed body was found in a school toilet in Buriram yesterday, May 4, 
with police estimating the man had been dead for at least seven days. The discovery comes as 
the school prepares to reopen next week. Police from Mueang Buriram Police Station were 
alerted at 11am by a village assistant in Kalanta … The story Mystery body found in Buriram 
school toilet days before reopening as seen on Thaiger News.

• Thailand video news | Weekend run of foreign dine-and-dash incidents, Foreign couple 
rescued from Krabi mangrove after ignoring safety advice (2026-05-05 04:51)

In Thailand video news, Alex covers news stories from across Thailand. The stories include a 
wave of dine-and-dash incidents involving tourists in Phuket, also on the island a couple was 
filmed performing lewd acts on each other in an open taxi, over in Pattaya a foreign man was 
detained after flying off the handle over … The story Thailand video news | Weekend run of 
foreign dine-and-dash incidents, Foreign couple rescued from Krabi mangrove after ignoring 
safety advice as seen on Thaiger News.

• Cheap power bank explodes, nearly burns Samut Prakan home (2026-05-05 04:47)

A power bank explosion nearly set a home on fire in Samut Prakan on May 3 after the cheap 
device bought online caught fire while the owner’s wife was using her phone nearby. The 
incident happened at a house in Bang Sao Thong subdistrict, Bang Sao Thong district. The 
woman was sitting inside the house … The story Cheap power bank explodes, nearly burns 
Samut Prakan home as seen on Thaiger News.

• Foreign couple held after sex on moving tuk tuk in Phuket (2026-05-05 04:44)

A foreign couple was held yesterday, May 4, after they were caught on a viral video engaging in 
sexual activity while travelling on tuk tuk in the Patong area of Phuket. A Phuket tuk tuk incident 
involving a foreign couple engaging in sexual activity in public led to their arrest yesterday, May 
4, after a … The story Foreign couple held after sex on moving tuk tuk in Phuket as seen on 
Thaiger News.
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• Moroccan tourist chased down after dodging bar bill in Pattaya (2026-05-05 03:48)

A Moroccan man was arrested in Pattaya early yesterday, May 4, after allegedly failing to settle 
his bar bill, causing a disturbance, and fleeing before being detained by officers. Pattaya 
municipal officers were called after a Thai bar owner reported an unpaid bill left by a foreign 
customer who fled the venue. The man, believed … The story Moroccan tourist chased down 
after dodging bar bill in Pattaya as seen on Thaiger News.

• Mercedes-Benz driver flees after damaging police car clamp (2026-05-05 03:45)

Police are searching for a Mercedes-Benz driver who damaged a car clamp after parking in a 
prohibited area in Hat Yai district, Songkhla, and fleeing without paying a fine. Locals reported 
the incident to Hat Yai Police Station after witnessing the driver forcefully remove the clamp 
before leaving the scene. The incident occurred at around … The story Mercedes-Benz driver 
flees after damaging police car clamp as seen on Thaiger News.

• EC Markets wins Best Forex ECN Broker as Q1 volume reaches US$5.13 trillion (2026-05-05 
03:15)

EC Markets has been awarded Best Forex ECN Broker at Wealth Expo Ecuador 2026, as the 
broker reports continued growth in trading activity and client participation. The award was 
announced following the industry event held at Swissôtel Quito on 24 to 25 April, recognising 
brokers demonstrating strength in trading conditions, execution quality, and infrastructure. The 
… The story EC Markets wins Best Forex ECN Broker as Q1 volume reaches US$5.13 trillion as 
seen on Thaiger News.

• Phuket taxi driver denies assault after argument video goes viral (2026-05-05 02:58)

A Phuket taxi driver denied physical assault on a foreign man after a video of their argument 
went viral on Thai social media yesterday, May 4. The footage was posted by the Facebook page 
Koh Kalok Phuket with a caption questioning how the situation should be handled and included 
hashtags criticising taxi drivers. In the … The story Phuket taxi driver denies assault after 
argument video goes viral as seen on Thaiger News.

• Foreign tourist attacks Thai man over cannabis warning in Pattaya (2026-05-05 02:46)

A foreign tourist, who claimed to be a boxer, attacked a Thai man on Pattaya Beach yesterday, 
May 4, after being warned not to smoke cannabis in a crowded public area. The incident took 
place in Nong Prue subdistrict, Bang Lamung district, Chon Buri, and was reported after video 
footage of the confrontation circulated on … The story Foreign tourist attacks Thai man over 
cannabis warning in Pattaya as seen on Thaiger News.

• Phuket restaurants hit by wave of foreign dine-and-dash cases over single weekend 
(2026-05-04 10:49)
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Three dine-and-dash incidents involving foreign tourists were reported in Phuket around the 
same time, raising concerns among local business operators and prompting calls for action 
from police and officials. The first case occurred on Saturday, May 2, with details later shared 
on social media yesterday, May 3, by a restaurant owner. She said two foreign … The story 
Phuket restaurants hit by wave of foreign dine-and-dash cases over single weekend as seen on 
Thaiger News.

• Truck carrying lithium batteries catches fire, damaging expressway in Chachoengsao 
(2026-05-04 09:42)

A fire involving a truck carrying lithium batteries caught fire yesterday, May 3, on the 
Bangna-Trat Road in Chachoengsao, causing damage to an elevated expressway, prompting 
road closures and a safety inspection. Bang Pakong Police Station officers were alerted to the 
incident at around 7.30pm on the left lane of Thepparat Road, also known as … The story Truck 
carrying lithium batteries catches fire, damaging expressway in Chachoengsao as seen on 
Thaiger News.

• Looking to party? Here are the 10 best nightclubs in Thailand in 2026 worth going to 
(2026-05-04 09:20)

Thailand’s nightclub scene has reached a level in 2026 that few predicted even five years ago. 
Eight venues now sit in DJ Mag’s global Top 100 Clubs ranking, production budgets rival major 
European festivals, and Bangkok’s RCA strip has become one of the most technically advanced 
clubbing corridors in Asia. Whether you are chasing laser … The story Looking to party? Here 
are the 10 best nightclubs in Thailand in 2026 worth going to as seen on Thaiger News.

• Thai man arrested in Chiang Mai over girlfriend’s murder (2026-05-04 08:44)

A Thai man was arrested in Chiang Mai yesterday, May 3, after the murder of his girlfriend at a 
condominium in Nonthaburi province. The victim, 25 year old Panitsuda, also known as Dream, 
was discovered by her mother in a room on the fourth floor of an eight-storey condominium. 
The mother reported the incident to … The story Thai man arrested in Chiang Mai over 
girlfriend’s murder as seen on Thaiger News.

• Property agents are struggling as buyers now can make decisions in 8 seconds using AI 
(2026-05-04 08:38)

The real estate industry has changed, and FazWaz executive Michael Kenner says AI is now the 
deciding factor in property transactions, and buyers expect answers in seconds, not days. 
Speaking at a seminar in Phuket, Kenner delivered a direct warning to property agents selling 
homes, condos, and real estate across Thailand: adapt fast or get … The story Property agents 
are struggling as buyers now can make decisions in 8 seconds using AI as seen on Thaiger News.

• 2 Thai men arrested over knife-point robbery at Bangkok petrol station (2026-05-04 07:53)
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A petrol station robbery in Rama IX, Bangkok, led to the arrest of two suspects after a man was 
threatened with a knife and robbed of his mobile phone and car key. The incident occurred at 
around 8.30pm on April 30 at a petrol station in Soi Rama IX 62, Suan Luang district. Police 
arrested … The story 2 Thai men arrested over knife-point robbery at Bangkok petrol station as 
seen on Thaiger News.

• Foreign couple rescued from Krabi mangrove after allegedly ignoring safety warning 
(2026-05-04 07:14)

A foreign couple became trapped in a mangrove forest at Ao Thalane in Krabi during a receding 
tide after reportedly ignoring safety instructions from a tour guide. The incident took place at 
Ao Thalane in Krabi province, a popular ecotourism site known for kayak trips through 
mangrove forests. Tours typically last around 30 minutes and … The story Foreign couple 
rescued from Krabi mangrove after allegedly ignoring safety warning as seen on Thaiger News.

• Thailand hits 60-year investment record as Amazon, Google, BYD and others bet big 
(2026-05-04 07:13)

If you only looked at the investment scoreboard for Southeast Asian economies last year, 
chances are you would probably want to skip over Thailand. While Vietnam was sprinting ahead 
with 7% growth and Indonesia held steady at 5%, Thailand was limping with a meagre 2.4%. 
With the IMF recently cutting its 2026 projection to a … The story Thailand hits 60-year 
investment record as Amazon, Google, BYD and others bet big as seen on Thaiger News.

• Pork fat spill leaves 5 cars sliding and crashing on Nakhon Pathom bridge (2026-05-04 
04:44)

Five vehicles crashed yesterday, May 3, after pork fat was found scattered across a bridge on 
Petchkasem Road in Nakhon Pathom province. No injuries were reported. Dashcam footage 
shared on TikTok by user @9876543210ix showed traffic conditions at the time of the crash. The 
driver was travelling in the left lane, which became blocked by … The story Pork fat spill leaves 
5 cars sliding and crashing on Nakhon Pathom bridge as seen on Thaiger News.

• Thailand News | Chiang Mai police arrest man accused of killing homeless victims, 
Cambodia crackdown sends 635 Thai nationals back home (2026-05-04 04:44)

In the news today, we have two separate shocking murder cases coming out of Chiang Mai 
involving homeless victims and Myanmar migrant workers, then a helicopter crashing and 
catching fire near a BTS maintenance center, also, arrests have been made over alleged child 
trafficking at a Pathum Thani cat spa, in economic news Thailand’s wage … The story Thailand 
News | Chiang Mai police arrest man accused of killing homeless victims, Cambodia crackdown 
sends 635 Thai nationals back home as seen on Thaiger News.

• Rayong man removed from manhole after passerby hears cries for help (2026-05-04 03:47)
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A manhole rescue took place yesterday, May 2, after a 20 year old man was found trapped for 
more than seven hours in a drainage system near a fair in Pluak Daeng district, Rayong 
province. Officers from Pluak Daeng Police Station and rescuers from the Pluak Daeng 
Foundation arrived at a manhole near the fair … The story Rayong man removed from manhole 
after passerby hears cries for help as seen on Thaiger News.

• What we know about the Samsung Galaxy S27 Ultra ahead of its 2027 launch (2026-05-04 
03:10)

Everything in this article is based on leaks and rumours. Samsung has not officially confirmed 
any specs for the Galaxy S27 Ultra, which is expected to launch in early 2027. Details may 
change. Samsung’s next flagship Ultra is still the better part of two years away, but the leaks 
are already piling up, and some … The story What we know about the Samsung Galaxy S27 
Ultra ahead of its 2027 launch as seen on Thaiger News.

• 17 year old Thai man killed in sign collapse in extended Songkran event in Saraburi 
(2026-05-04 02:56)

A sign collapsed during a thunderstorm on April 30, killing a 17 year old man and injuring 11 
others at an extended Songkran event in Khok Sawang subdistrict, Mueang district, Saraburi 
province. The incident occurred at around 4pm at Pong Siri Market before the event began. A 
large number of people were waiting at the entrance, beneath … The story 17 year old Thai 
man killed in sign collapse in extended Songkran event in Saraburi as seen on Thaiger News.

• Samut Prakan helicopter crash injures pilot, mechanic (2026-05-03 10:40)

Two people escaped with minor injuries after a helicopter crashed and caught fire near a BTS 
maintenance centre in Samut Prakan at about 9.10am today, May 3. Rescue workers, 
ambulances, and first aid equipment were sent to the scene to assist the injured and transfer 
them to nearby hospitals. Officials sealed off the area around … The story Samut Prakan 
helicopter crash injures pilot, mechanic as seen on Thaiger News.

• Icelandic man found dead under tree on Koh Larn (2026-05-03 09:38)

An Icelandic man was found dead near Nual Beach on Koh Larn, Chon Buri, yesterday, May 2, 
with police treating the case as a suspected suicide pending further examination. Pattaya police 
were alerted at about 10am after a foreign man was found dead hanging under a tree in a 
vacant plot near the beach. Forensic … The story Icelandic man found dead under tree on Koh 
Larn as seen on Thaiger News.

• Cambodia scam crackdown sends 635 Thais back home (2026-05-03 08:40)

Cambodia released 635 Thai nationals back to Thailand through the Ban Khlong Luek border 
checkpoint in Aranyaprathet district, Sa Kaeo, on April 30 after they were detained in a 
crackdown on online scam networks. The first group of 350 people crossed at about 4.50pm. 
The remaining 285 followed at about 6.20pm, completing the handover agreed by … The story 
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Cambodia scam crackdown sends 635 Thais back home as seen on Thaiger News.

• Two Japanese nationals caught with meth in Sukhumvit 33 (2026-05-03 08:30)

Two Japanese nationals were arrested in Soi Sukhumvit 33 on suspicion of distributing crystal 
methamphetamine, with the Immigration Bureau commissioner ordering tighter visa renewal 
checks and deportation for foreigners involved in criminal activities. On May 2, officers from the 
Investigation Division of the Immigration Bureau, under the direction of Police Lieutenant 
General Panumart Boonyalak and … The story Two Japanese nationals caught with meth in 
Sukhumvit 33 as seen on Thaiger News.

• Koh Pha Ngan raid exposes illegal school, unregistered foreign teachers (2026-05-03 07:16)

A Koh Pha Ngan childcare centre was raided on May 1 after officials found it was allegedly 
operating outside the scope of its licence with unregistered foreign teachers and 163 children 
enrolled. Surat Thani Immigration police, Koh Pha Ngan police, district officials, and Internal 
Security Operations Command Region 4 officers inspected the property. The centre was … The 
story Koh Pha Ngan raid exposes illegal school, unregistered foreign teachers as seen on 
Thaiger News.

• Korat officials arrested over fake birth certificates for Chinese children (2026-05-03 06:45)

Three civil servants in Nakhon Ratchasima have been arrested for their alleged role in issuing 
fake Thai birth certificates and transferring household registrations for more than 10 Chinese 
children. The Department of Provincial Administration confirmed on Saturday that 
investigations had identified 13 fraudulent registrations so far, with Thai men listed as fathers 
denying any biological … The story Korat officials arrested over fake birth certificates for 
Chinese children as seen on Thaiger News.

• Police uncover child trafficking at Pathum Thani cat spa (2026-05-03 05:45)

A 33 year old woman and two associates have been arrested for allegedly running a child 
trafficking operation behind a cat spa front in Pathum Thani. Police, led by Police Major General 
Witaya Sriprasertphap, apprehended 33 year old Waykanyapat, 32 year old Thawatchai, and 38 
year old Yuwadee on May 2 under human trafficking charges. … The story Police uncover child 
trafficking at Pathum Thani cat spa as seen on Thaiger News.

• Nigerian cocaine suspect caught hiding in Bangkok ditch (2026-05-03 04:53)

A 21 year old Nigerian suspect was arrested early yesterday, May 2, in Bangkok after allegedly 
attempting to sell cocaine in Ramkhamhaeng, fleeing the scene, and hiding in a drainage ditch. 
Immigration police said the arrest followed an investigation into foreign nationals suspected of 
involvement in drug activity. Officers received a tip-off on May 1 … The story Nigerian cocaine 
suspect caught hiding in Bangkok ditch as seen on Thaiger News.

• Mongolian man flees Thonglor cafe with iPhone 17 (2026-05-03 04:15)
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A Mongolian national is suspected of stealing an iPhone 17 from a barista in the Thonglor area, 
while also dining and dashing on a bill of 1,463 baht. The victim, 27 year old Parichat, reported 
the April 18 incident to a local help page on May 2, seeking public assistance. Parichat 
recounted that the suspect, … The story Mongolian man flees Thonglor cafe with iPhone 17 as 
seen on Thaiger News.

• Four Myanmar workers confess to killing employer over unpaid wages (2026-05-03 03:48)

Four Myanmar workers were arrested before crossing the border in Chiang Rai yesterday, May 
2, over the murder of their employer at a workers’ camp in Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai. 
Police arrested Su, Yao, Dam, and Boss, all Myanmar nationals without surnames, at about 1pm. 
They were charged with jointly killing another person with … The story Four Myanmar workers 
confess to killing employer over unpaid wages as seen on Thaiger News.

• Fire crews battle grass fire in Jomtien, Pattaya amid strong winds (2026-05-03 02:45)

Fire crews responded to a grass fire in Jomtien yesterday morning, deploying four engines to 
contain the blaze before it could reach nearby buildings. The fire broke out at around 10.10am 
in Soi 9, off Thepprasit Road behind the Thepprasit Go-Kart track. Strong winds spread the 
flames rapidly in the opening minutes, complicating efforts to … The story Fire crews battle 
grass fire in Jomtien, Pattaya amid strong winds as seen on Thaiger News.

• Wild elephant attack kills rubber tapper in Prachin Buri (2026-05-03 02:43)

A rubber tapper and volunteer in Prachin Buri province was killed in a wild elephant attack 
yesterday, May 2, after he entered a forested rubber plantation near Thap Lan National Park. 
Police were alerted at 4.30pm that one villager had been killed by wild elephants near the forest 
edge in Thung Pho subdistrict, Na Di … The story Wild elephant attack kills rubber tapper in 
Prachin Buri as seen on Thaiger News.

• Thai airlines call for urgent aid as jet fuel costs soar (2026-05-02 08:30)

Airlines are calling for immediate government assistance as rising jet fuel costs squeeze their 
operations. The Transport Ministry has agreed to review the proposed measures. Transport 
minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn met on Thursday with executives from Bangkok Airways, Thai 
AirAsia, Thai VietJet Air, Nok Air, and Thai Lion Air, as well as aviation agencies, to discuss … The 
story Thai airlines call for urgent aid as jet fuel costs soar as seen on Thaiger News.

• Couple die in crash; daughter, 5, survives in Nakhon Ratchasima (2026-05-02 06:45)

A couple died after their pickup truck skidded off a rain-soaked road and crashed into a tree in 
Sung Noen district, Nakhon Ratchasima, on April 30. Their five year old daughter survived with 
only minor injuries. At around 5pm, rescue workers from the Sawang Saeng Tham Foundation 
arrived near the Kut Chik junction in Na … The story Couple die in crash; daughter, 5, survives 
in Nakhon Ratchasima as seen on Thaiger News.
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• Man arrested for three homeless murders in Chiang Rai and Chiang Mai (2026-05-02 05:45)

Police in northern Thailand arrested a 31 year old man on May 1 who confessed to killing three 
homeless men in separate incidents across Chiang Rai and Chiang Mai provinces. The suspect, 
Panet ‘Pooli’ Srisuwan, a drifter from Mae Yao subdistrict in Mueang Chiang Rai district, was 
captured near Chang Phueak Market in Mueang Chiang … The story Man arrested for three 
homeless murders in Chiang Rai and Chiang Mai as seen on Thaiger News.

• Masked robber steals 1.6 million baht in gold from Samut Sakhon mall (2026-05-02 04:15)

A lone gunman wearing a rider’s jacket robbed a gold shop inside a Samut Sakhon mall at 
gunpoint on Thursday evening, making off with 23 baht weight of gold jewellery worth over 1.6 
million baht. Police have set up a pursuit team. At 7.40pm on May 1, the 191 radio centre at 
Samut Sakhon Provincial … The story Masked robber steals 1.6 million baht in gold from Samut 
Sakhon mall as seen on Thaiger News.

• Boy, nine, trapped by rocks at Nakhon Ratchasima waterfall (2026-05-02 02:45)

A nine year old boy got his leg trapped between rocks while playing at a waterfall in Sung Noen 
district, Nakhon Ratchasima, causing panic among onlookers. The incident occurred at 3.07pm 
on May 1, when rescue services from the Sawang Sang Dhamma Foundation were notified 
about a boy injured and unable to free himself at … The story Boy, nine, trapped by rocks at 
Nakhon Ratchasima waterfall as seen on Thaiger News.

• BYD dealership axes staff after footage exposes camera tampering, unsafe test drive 
(2026-05-01 07:30)

A BYD service centre in Chon Buri has dismissed all staff involved after dashcam footage 
showed technicians disconnecting a customer’s cameras and conducting a test drive without a 
seatbelt while on a mobile phone. The customer, Suriya Sudsanit, who initially made a Facebook 
post about the incident, brought his BYD to the centre for a … The story BYD dealership axes 
staff after footage exposes camera tampering, unsafe test drive as seen on Thaiger News.

• Thailand Labour Day march targets rising costs, job insecurity (2026-05-01 06:30)

Hundreds of workers marched to Government House in Bangkok today, May 1, on Thailand 
Labour Day 2026, pressing the government for fair wages, job security, and expanded social 
protections as part of International Workers’ Day events held worldwide. Labour groups led by 
the State Enterprises Workers’ Relations Confederation and the Thai Labour Solidarity 
Confederation gathered … The story Thailand Labour Day march targets rising costs, job 
insecurity as seen on Thaiger News.

• Thaksin and family question EM bracelet ahead of prison release (2026-05-01 05:15)

Former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra has been approved for parole and is set to leave 
Klong Prem Central Prison on May 11, though his lawyer says Thaksin has questioned a 
requirement to wear an electronic monitoring (EM) bracelet given his age and health condition. 
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Lawyer Winyat Chatmontree told reporters yesterday, April 30, that a Justice … The story 
Thaksin and family question EM bracelet ahead of prison release as seen on Thaiger News.

• Prachin Buri man accused of assaulting 11 year old relative (2026-05-01 04:06)

Police in Prachin Buri are investigating a sexual assault case after an 11 year old girl with a 
memory impairment was allegedly attacked by a male relative at a residence in Kabin Buri 
district on April 28. The girl’s grandfather and mother filed a complaint with officers at Kabin 
Buri Police Station on April 30. … The story Prachin Buri man accused of assaulting 11 year old 
relative as seen on Thaiger News.

• Thailand’s royals join world leaders in Stockholm for Swedish king’s 80th (2026-05-01 
03:16)

Their Majesties the Thai King and Queen are in Sweden this week for the 80th birthday 
celebrations of King Carl XVI Gustaf, attending a series of royal engagements at the Royal Palace 
in Stockholm as part of a four-day state visit from April 29 to May 2. Yesterday morning, April 
30, the Thai monarchs joined … The story Thailand’s royals join world leaders in Stockholm 
for Swedish king’s 80th as seen on Thaiger News.

• Israeli ‘The Avengers’ crime gang figure arrested on Koh Samui (2026-04-30 11:07)

A leading member of an Israeli criminal organisation called “The Avengers” was arrested on 
Koh Samui on Wednesday, April 29, under the cooperation with Interpol and Israeli officials. 
Immigration Bureau Division 6 commander Chutharet Yingyongdamrongsakul confirmed today, 
April 30, that officers detained 28 year old Matan Aviv following coordination with Interpol and 
the Israeli Embassy … The story Israeli ‘The Avengers’ crime gang figure arrested on Koh 
Samui as seen on Thaiger News.

• Bangkok official among six arrested in birth certificate fraud case (2026-04-30 10:21)

Six suspects, including a Bangkok registration official, were arrested yesterday, April 29, over an 
alleged birth certificate fraud scheme involving stateless individuals being registered as Thai 
nationals. The operation was carried out by the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), 
the Anti-Corruption Division, the Office of Public Sector Anti-Corruption Commission (PACC), the 
Department of Provincial Administration (DOPA), and … The story Bangkok official among six 
arrested in birth certificate fraud case as seen on Thaiger News.

• Indian man pays 20 times item value after being caught with stolen fan in Terminal 21 
(2026-04-30 10:15)

A phone accessory shop owner at Terminal 21 mall in Bangkok confronted a foreign customer, 
reported to be an Indian national, over a shop theft and demanded compensation of 20 times 
the value of the stolen item. The incident took place at Case Study, a store located inside 
Terminal 21 shopping mall in Asok. The … The story Indian man pays 20 times item value after 
being caught with stolen fan in Terminal 21 as seen on Thaiger News.
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• Bolt operating licence expires in May, amid DLT investigations (2026-04-30 09:22)

Thailand’s Department of Land Transport (DLT) announced yesterday, April 29, that it may 
refuse to renew Bolt’s licence after finding 2,193 legal cases linked to the ride-hailing platform 
since the start of the year. Department director-general Sorapong Paitoonpong issued the 
warning during a press conference on measures to regulate ride-hailing platforms. The move 
follows a … The story Bolt operating licence expires in May, amid DLT investigations as seen on 
Thaiger News.

• Phatthalung police accused of deceiving mentally ill man into gambling (2026-04-30 09:15)

Parents accused a police officer in Phatthalung of deceiving their mentally ill son into gambling, 
leading to losses of around 120,000 baht. The parents, 46 year old Yupaporn and 53 year old 
Thanasak, sought help from a local journalist, claiming their 20 year old son Peerasak was 
targeted by a police senior sergeant major identified … The story Phatthalung police accused of 
deceiving mentally ill man into gambling as seen on Thaiger News.

• Udon Thani condo staff finds rented room buried in rubbish (2026-04-30 08:37)

Condo staff in Udon Thani found a room with mountains of rubbish on April 28 after tracing a 
burst water pipe that had leaked down to the lower floor and caused a strong smell throughout 
the building. The room was reportedly rented by a 48 year old man from Udon Thani, who lived 
there with … The story Udon Thani condo staff finds rented room buried in rubbish as seen on 
Thaiger News.

• 5 things to do in Bangkok this weekend (May 1 to 3) (2026-04-30 08:25)

Bangkok has a nicely mixed weekend ahead, with pets, food, design, vintage culture, and a few 
easy plans that do not need too much effort. Whether you want a big expo, a newly opened 
local food spot, or something with a bit more character than the usual mall stop, plenty is 
happening across the city … The story 5 things to do in Bangkok this weekend (May 1 to 3) as 
seen on Thaiger News.

• Foreign passenger flees safely after 2 taxi riders fight on Bangkok road (2026-04-30 08:07)

A foreign passenger narrowly escaped injury during a fight between two motorcycle taxi riders 
after app-based riders clashed with a knife on a road in Bang Bon district of Bangkok on 
Tuesday, April 28. Footage of the incident circulated on Thai social media yesterday, April 29, 
showing two motorcycle taxi riders arguing and fighting in … The story Foreign passenger flees 
safely after 2 taxi riders fight on Bangkok road as seen on Thaiger News.

• Woman’s metre-long tangled hair turns heads in Ang Thong (2026-04-30 07:35)

A woman in Ang Thong caught the attention of marketgoers yesterday, April 29, with her thick, 
tangled hair, which she has maintained uncut for over a decade and now measures more than 
one metre long. The woman, identified as 65 year old Boonchu, was shopping at Suwaphan 
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Mueang Thong market when passersby noticed the unusual … The story Woman’s metre-long 
tangled hair turns heads in Ang Thong as seen on Thaiger News.

• What expats should check before signing a 1-year lease in Bangkok (2026-04-30 07:08)

If there’s one city with no shortage of condos, Bangkok is one of them. The search itself rarely 
takes long. What takes longer to untangle, sometimes much longer, is a lease you signed 
without reading carefully enough. A few overlooked clauses, an undocumented scratch on the 
wall, or a landlord who charges double the government … The story What expats should check 
before signing a 1-year lease in Bangkok as seen on Thaiger News.

• Thailand News | Bolt faces licence blow after driver screening dispute, Thai TikToker turns 
dead mosquitoes into viral keychain business (2026-04-30 06:02)

In the news today, Bolt gets zapped! Officials have decided NOT to renew the ride-sharing apps 
license, then, did police in Phuket refuse to arrest streaking tourists because they were enjoying 
the show? Also, Thailand’s foreign minister voices his frustration over the costs of America’s 
war effort on the Thai economy, speaking of which there … The story Thailand News | Bolt 
faces licence blow after driver screening dispute, Thai TikToker turns dead mosquitoes into viral 
keychain business as seen on Thaiger News.

• Chiang Mai woman seeks help after Chinese scammers force access to her bank 
(2026-04-30 05:01)

Two Chinese nationals and a Thai woman were arrested in Chiang Mai yesterday, April 29, after 
forcing a housemaid to provide her bank account for a mule account by holding her two 
children. Police identified the suspects as 31 year old Chinese nationals Ji and Penhyu, along 
with Ji’s Thai girlfriend Apinya. The arrests followed a … The story Chiang Mai woman seeks 
help after Chinese scammers force access to her bank as seen on Thaiger News.

• Thaksin to return home under probation after parole set for May 11 (2026-04-30 04:09)

Former Prime Minister (PM) Thaksin Shinawatra is set to be released on parole on May 11, with 
authorities requiring him to complete a four-month probation period before his full release in 
September. The 23rd PM of Thailand, Thaksin, entered Khlong Prem Central Prison on 
September 9 last year to serve a one-year sentence linked to … The story Thaksin to return 
home under probation after parole set for May 11 as seen on Thaiger News.

• Taxi driver refuses elderly passengers, gets fined on the spot (2026-04-30 04:03)

A taxi driver near Don Mueang International Airport in Bangkok was issued traffic fines after an 
officer caught him refusing passengers and violating traffic rules in a viral video posted on April 
26. The clip was posted on Facebook by Bangkok traffic police officer Jaa Auan Bolikhamsai, an 
online personality with more than 390,000 followers … The story Taxi driver refuses elderly 
passengers, gets fined on the spot as seen on Thaiger News.
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• How brands are getting AI cited in 2026 With ElevateSEO™ (2026-04-30 03:35)

Key highlights ElevateSEO™ is Primal’s proprietary AI-First Discoverability System designed to 
build brand authority across Google, AI engines (ChatGPT, Gemini, Perplexity), and emerging 
platforms. The service operates on 6 core pillars: ElevateTOPICS™, ElevateTECH™, 
ElevateTRUST™, ElevateCOMMUNITY™, ElevateCONTENT™, and ElevateCONVERSION™. Unlike 
standard SEO or GEO, ElevateSEO™ integrates both traditional and generative AI optimisation 
into a single, unified … The story How brands are getting AI cited in 2026 With ElevateSEO™ as 
seen on Thaiger News.

• Swedish man arrested for stealing data from Pattaya hotel for scam operation (2026-04-30 
03:02)

A Swedish man was arrested yesterday, April 29, for stealing data from a hotel in Pattaya and 
using it in a scam that caused losses exceeding 100,000 baht among 35 victims. The hotel in 
Pattaya reported the case to Cyber Police, stating that several guests were targeted by 
fraudulent messages sent to them via email … The story Swedish man arrested for stealing data 
from Pattaya hotel for scam operation as seen on Thaiger News.

• 5 of the most recommended investment real estate property agencies in Thailand 
(2026-04-30 02:35)

Thailand’s property market is not one market; it is several running simultaneously. 
Super-luxury condos in Bangkok are growing, industrial land in the Eastern Economic Corridor is 
one of the standout performers of 2025 and 2026, and resort villas in Phuket are hitting rental 
yields of up to 15% annually. For foreign investors, navigating all of … The story 5 of the most 
recommended investment real estate property agencies in Thailand as seen on Thaiger News.

• Taiwanese woman caught with 30 tortoises on body at airport (2026-04-30 02:28)

A 19 year old Taiwanese woman was arrested yesterday, April 29, at Suvarnabhumi 
International Airport for wildlife smuggling after officers found 30 Indian star tortoises hidden 
on her body before a flight to Taipei. Wildlife officers at Suvarnabhumi Airport worked with 
customs officers and police from the Natural Resources and Environmental Crime Suppression 
Division to … The story Taiwanese woman caught with 30 tortoises on body at airport as seen 
on Thaiger News.

• Thai couple allegedly kills man after swindling his money using AI generated profile 
(2026-04-30 02:24)

A Thai couple allegedly operated a romance scam using artificial intelligence (AI) to create a 
social media profile, and murdered a victim in Surat Thani after their criminal action was 
caught. The victim, 61 year old Wichit Chompong, was found with more than 10 gunshot 
wounds in a roadside plantation in Son Sak district. His … The story Thai couple allegedly kills 
man after swindling his money using AI generated profile as seen on Thaiger News.
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