
— 1 —SecurityStudies.info

PHILIPPINES SECURITY ANALYSIS
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AI-Assisted Open Source Intelligence Assessment

Analysis Period: March 09, 2026 - March 16, 2026

This report was produced using automated open-source intelligence analysis. The assessment is
grounded in publicly available reporting and should be cross-referenced with primary sources. RSS
feed articles are listed in the annex for reference.



SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 2 — 2026-03-16

Executive Summary

This automated analysis could not be generated due to a technical issue with the AI
service.

Key Developments

• Unable to generate a security analysis for Philippines at this time.
• Please try again later or select an alternative analysis method.

Outlook

Please check back later for an updated analysis.
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: GMA Network

• Filipinos still most worried about inflation -- Pulse Asia (2026-03-16 05:37)

Controlling inflation continues to be the most urgent national concern of Filipinos, according to 
a recent Pulse Asia survey.

• 36% of Filipinos approve of Marcos" work in past 3 months (2026-03-16 05:03)

A recent Pulse Asia survey showed that fewer than half of Filipino adults expressed approval of 
President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr."s work in the past three months, while approval 
was the dominant sentiment for Vice President Sara Duterte"s performance.

• 139K Metro Manila trike drivers to get P5K cash aid -- DSWD (2026-03-16 04:32)

At least 139,000 tricycle drivers in Metro Manila are set to receive ₱5,000 in cash assistance 
amid rising fuel prices, which have been driven higher by the escalating conflict in the Middle 
East, the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) announced Monday.

• PNP: 54,000 personnel to secure summer vacation (2026-03-16 04:08)

The Philippine National Police (PNP) will deploy more than 54,000 personnel including cops and 
force multipliers nationwide as part of security preparations for the upcoming summer vacation 
period.

• PISTON to hold nationwide transport strike on March 19, eyes P5 fare hike (2026-03-16 
02:39)

Transport group PISTON on Monday announced a nationwide transport strike on March 19, 
Thursday, to protest against the series of fuel price hikes due to the tensions in the Middle East.

• Marcos pays last respects to ALC Group chair Dominic Cabangon (2026-03-16 02:25)

 
President Ferdinand ''Bongbong'' Marcos Jr. has honored Dominic Edgard Angeles Cabangon, 
chairman of diversified conglomerate ALC Group of Companies, calling him a good and true 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980168/filipinos-still-most-worried-about-inflation-pulse-asia/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980163/36-of-filipinos-approve-of-marcos-work-in-past-3-months/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980158/139k-metro-manila-trike-drivers-to-get-p5k-cash-aid-dswd/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980157/pnp-p54-000-personnel-to-secure-summer-vacation/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980147/piston-to-hold-nationwide-transport-strike-on-march-19-eyes-p5-fare-hike/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980145/marcos-pays-last-respects-to-alc-group-chair-dominic-cabangon/story/
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friend.

• DOJ chief urges employees to conserve energy, fuel at home (2026-03-16 02:01)

Justice Secretary Fredderick Vida on Monday called on Department of Justice (DOJ) employees 
and their families to conserve energy and fuel even while at home amid continuing tensions in 
the Middle East.

• PNP probes gas stations stopping operations amid fuel price hikes (2026-03-16 00:12)

The Philippine National Police (PNP) has intensified monitoring of gasoline stations that have 
reportedly stopped operations amid the fuel price hikes.

• LIVE UPDATES: Conflict in the Middle East (March 16, 2026) (2026-03-15 23:48)

LIVE UPDATES: Conflict in the Middle East (March 16, 2026)

• Palace releases issuance on March 20 regular holiday for Eid"l Fitr (2026-03-15 17:50)

Malacañang has published the official issuance that proclaimed March 20, Friday as a regular 
holiday throughout the Philippines in observance of Eid"l Fitr to mark the end of the holy month 
of Ramadan.

• DHSUD hails exemption of socialized housing from farm lands conversion moratorium 
(2026-03-15 17:22)

The Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD) on Sunday welcomed 
the exemption of socialized housing projects from the farm lands conversion moratorium 
imposed by the Department of Agriculture (DA).

• Victims" counsels ask ICC to deny Duterte appeal vs appointments (2026-03-15 16:43)

Two Filipino lawyers designated as external legal representatives of the drug war victims have 
asked the International Criminal Court (ICC) Pre-Trial Chamber I to reject the request of former 
President Rodrigo Duterte"s camp to challenge an earlier ruling on the Filipino lawyers" 
appointment as lawyers for the drug war victims.

• Palace defends Marcos" absence from airport welcome for returning Filipinos (2026-03-15 
15:48)

 
Malacañang on Sunday explained why President Marcos Jr. has not joined government officials 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980143/doj-chief-urges-employees-to-conserve-energy-fuel-at-home/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980133/pnp-probes-gas-stations-stopping-operations-amid-fuel-price-hikes/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980131/live-updates-conflict-in-the-middle-east-march-16-2026/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980119/holiday-march-20-eidl-fitr/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980117/dhsud-exemption-housing-projects/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980116/icc-duterte-appeal-drug-war-victims-lawyers/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980115/palace-defends-marcos-absence-from-airport-welcome-for-returning-filipinos/story/
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at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport to welcome Filipinos returning home after being 
displaced by the ongoing conflict in the Middle East.

• Palace: Flood control probe to continue even with ICI closure (2026-03-15 15:22)

The government will continue its inquiries into anomalous flood control projects even if the 
Independent Commission for Infrastructure (ICI) is concluding its operations by the end of the 
month, Malacañang said on Sunday.

• PCSO: 6/49 prize now at P112M, no jackpot winners for major draws (2026-03-15 14:32)

The jackpot prize for the Superlotto 6/49 grew to P112.17 million as no one got the lucky 
combinations in the major lotto draws of the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) on 
Sunday night, March 15.

• House eyes approval of 4 more LEDAC bills before adjournment (2026-03-15 12:36)

The House of Representatives is aiming to approve on third and final reading four more priority 
measures under the Legislative-Executive Development Advisory Council (LEDAC) Common 
Legislative Agenda before Congress adjourns sessions on March 21.

• VP Sara says House will have to wait and see if she files impeachment reply (2026-03-15 
12:26)

Vice President Sara Duterte said the House will have to wait and see if she will respond to the 
impeachment charges filed against her on Monday, the last day of the 10-day window to do so.

• Tarriela rebuts China"s Scarborough 'concession" claim (2026-03-15 08:34)

A Philippine Coast Guard senior official on Sunday dismissed China"s use of a supposed 1990 
letter by a Filipino diplomat as proof that the Philippines conceded sovereignty over 
Scarborough Shoal, calling the claim "misleading" and a "distortion of historical records."

• What is Laetare Sunday and its significance during Lent? (2026-03-15 08:05)

The Catholic Church is currently observing the season of Lent, a period when the faithful renew 
their faith and prepare for the resurrection of Jesus Christ through prayer, fasting, and acts of 
charity.

• DA, FTI assure sufficient supply for 'Benteng Bigas' program (2026-03-15 07:46)

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980113/ici-closure-palace/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980110/pcso-superlotto-p112m-prize/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980103/house-eyes-approval-of-4-more-ledac-bills-before-adjournment/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980099/vp-sara-says-house-will-have-to-wait-and-see-if-she-files-impeachment-reply/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980083/tarriela-rebuts-china-s-scarborough-concession-claim/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980082/what-is-laetare-sunday-and-its-significance-during-lent/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980079/da-fti-assure-sufficient-supply-for-benteng-bigas-program/story/
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The Department of Agriculture (DA) and state-owned Food Terminal Inc. (FTI) assured the public 
that the government"s P20-per-kilo rice program, dubbed “Benteng Bigas, Meron Na!”, 
continues to have sufficient supply.

• Senate inquiry sought on new procurement law (2026-03-15 07:25)

Sen. Sherwin Gatchalian has filed a resolution seeking a Senate inquiry into the implementation 
of the country"s new government procurement law to help ensure integrity in the use of public 
funds.

• LTFRB OKs fare hike, to announce amounts on Tuesday (2026-03-15 05:15)

The Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) has approved fare hikes for 
jeepneys and buses, according to chairperson Vigor Mendoza.

• Marcos admin reaffirms support for LGUs during LMP 2026 assembly (2026-03-15 02:51)

The Marcos administration has reaffirmed its support for the local government unit (LGUs) as 
Executive Secretary Ralph Recto delivered his speech during the 2026 general assembly of the 
League of Municipalities of the Philippines (LMP).

• Comelec to issue decision on Rodante Marcoleta"s case on Wednesday (2026-03-15 02:30)

The Commission on Elections (Comelec) will release a decision involving Senator Rodante 
Marcoleta"s May 2025 statement of contributions and expenditures (SOCE) on Wednesday, 
according to chairperson George Garcia.

• Comelec: Bill to move BARMM polls to Sept. 2026 may pass this week (2026-03-15 02:04)

The Commission on Election (Comelec) on Sunday said the measure resetting the first regular 
elections in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) to September 
14, 2026 may be approved this week.

• LIVE UPDATES: Conflict in the Middle East (March 15, 2026) (2026-03-14 23:02)

LIVE UPDATES: Conflict in the Middle East (March 15, 2026)

• Ridon wants VP Sara to explain P50-M 'wealth gap" (2026-03-14 08:39)

 
Bicol Saro party-list congressman Ridon said on Saturday that lawmakers may seek subpoenas 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980078/senate-inquiry-sought-on-new-procurement-law/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980070/fare-hike-ltfrb/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980059/marcos-admin-reaffirms-support-for-lgus-during-lmp-2026-assembly/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980058/rodante-marcoleta-comelec-saln-soce/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980056/barmm-comelec-2026/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980049/live-updates-conflict-in-the-middle-east-march-15-2026/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/980006/ridon-wants-vp-sara-to-explain-p50-m-wealth-gap/story/
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for Vice President Sara Duterte's income tax returns and business records so she can explain an 
alleged P50-million “wealth gap” between her estimated cumulative government service 
salary and declared net worth.

• House panel to discuss possible rejection of Poa, Munsayac as VP"s defense lawyers 
(2026-03-14 06:28)

House panel to discuss possible rejection of Poa, Munsayac as VP"s defense lawyers

• LIVE UPDATES: Conflict in the Middle East (March 14, 2026) (2026-03-13 23:32)

LIVE UPDATES: Conflict in the Middle East (March 14, 2026)

• Duterte defense still cries betrayal, victims" counsel calls detention 'accountability" 
(2026-03-13 16:59)

A year into former President Rodrigo Duterte"s detention in The Hague, his defense team stood 
pat in calling his arrest and incarceration a government betrayal. But the counsel for the victims 
of the former leader's drug war sees it as a step toward accountability.

• Maharlika Highway reblocking to mitigate traffic before Holy Week exodus (2026-03-13 
15:54)

The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) is working double time to complete 
reblocking works on the Maharlika Highway to mitigate anticipated traffic congestion during the 
Holy Week exodus.

• DPWH launches job fairs to replace corrupt officials (2026-03-13 15:31)

The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) is conducting job fairs in the country's 
universities to recruit fresh graduates and graduating students in a bid to replace corrupt 
officials and personnel in its ranks.

• Medical inflation to be felt due to Middle East conflict, says economist (2026-03-13 14:53)

An economist warned of a “medical inflation” resulting from oil price hikes due to the 
tensions in the Middle East.

• Northeast Monsoon brings cloudy skies, light rains over Luzon and Visayas (2026-03-13 
14:18)

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979996/house-panel-to-discuss-possible-rejection-of-poa-munsayac-as-vp-s-defense-lawyers/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979969/live-updates-conflict-in-the-middle-east-march-14-2026/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979959/duterte-defense-still-cries-betrayal-victims-counsel-calls-detention-accountability/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979955/maharlika-highway-reblocking-traffic/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979952/dpwh-job-fairs-universities-officials/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979948/medical-inflation-to-be-felt-due-to-middle-east-conflict-says-economist/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979943/northeast-monsoon-skies-rains-luzon-visayas/story/
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The Northeast Monsoon continues to cause cloudy skies over parts of Luzon and Visayas.

• ASEAN economic ministers commit to open trade amid Middle East crisis (2026-03-13 
13:47)

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Economic Ministers (AEM) on Friday 
expressed commitment to keep the bloc"s market open to stabilize the region"s economy amid 
the global disruption caused by the Middle East conflict.

• Lacson: Blue Ribbon ready to hear claims if ex-Marines amend affidavits (2026-03-13 
13:07)

Senate President Pro Tempore Panfilo "Ping" Lacson said Friday that the blue ribbon committee 
remains open to investigating the claims of the 18 alleged former Marines should their 
statements be amended based on what really transpired in the alleged money delivery scheme.

• ASEAN seeks close coordination, information-sharing on nationals trapped in conflict 
(2026-03-13 12:36)

The Association of South East Asian Nations on Friday sought closer coordination, including 
information-sharing, among members in conflict areas to ensure the protection and timely 
movement of its nationals who may be trapped in war and other emergency situations.

• DOTr orders cut in airport charges amid jet fuel rise (2026-03-13 12:03)

The Department of Transportation (DOTr) has directed the Civil Aviation Authority of the 
Philippines (CAAP) to reduce airport charges in a bid to ease the burden of the air-traveling 
public amid the rise in jet fuel prices resulting from crude oil volatility in the midst of the Middle 
East conflict.

• Lacson: Partial flood control report may be 'archived' if 9 signatures not gathered 
(2026-03-13 11:41)

Senate President Pro Tempore Panfilo "Ping" Lacson said Friday that the Blue Ribbon 
Committee's partial report on the flood control controversy may be placed in the archives if 
enough signatures are still not gathered by the time Congress adjourns sine die in June.

• DepEd targets promotion of 100K teachers by 2026 (2026-03-13 09:39)

 
The Department of Education (DepEd) is targeting to process over 100,000 promotions for 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979939/asean-economic-ministers-commit-to-open-trade-amid-middle-east-crisis/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979933/lacson-blue-ribbon-ready-to-hear-claims-if-ex-marines-amend-affidavits/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979930/asean-seeks-close-coordination-information-sharing-on-nationals-trapped-in-conflict/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979927/dotr-orders-cut-in-airport-charges-amid-jet-fuel-rise/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979917/lacson-partial-flood-control-report-may-be-archived-if-9-signatures-not-gathered/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979916/deped-targets-promotion-of-100k-teachers-by-2026/story/
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teachers and school heads this year as part of efforts to address long-standing career 
stagnation in the public school system.

• Bato seeks use of Senate Mansion for family; Senate exec says unlikely due to ongoing 
repairs (2026-03-13 09:17)

Senator Ronald “Bato” dela Rosa has asked Senate President Vicente “Tito” Sotto III"s 
permission for his family to use the Senate Mansion in Baguio City.

• Finance execs back measure allowing Marcos to suspend fuel excise tax (2026-03-13 08:49)

The Financial Executives Institute of the Philippines (FINEX) is supporting the proposed 
measures allowing President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to suspend or reduce the excise tax on fuel 
amid volatility caused by the Middle East conflict.

• Ombudsman: ICI wants charges vs. 8 solons over flood funds anomalies (2026-03-13 
08:31)

The Independent Commission for Infrastructure (ICI) has recommended the filing of criminal 
charges against eight members of the House of Representatives in connection with the 
anomalous flood control projects, Ombudsman Jesus Crispin Remulla said Friday.

• Ombudsman: 1 photo in ex-Marines' affidavit showed delivery during Velasco's time 
(2026-03-13 08:19)

Ombudsman Jesus Crispin Remulla on Friday said that one of the photos cited in the affidavit of 
the 18 personalities who introduced themselves as former Marines showed a delivery of money 
to a lawmaker during the time of then Speaker Lord Allan Velasco.

• 68% of Filipinos favor revealing China's actions in WPS -- Pulse Asia (2026-03-13 07:20)

Majority of Filipinos support the continued disclosure of China"s actions against Philippine 
vessels and fishermen in the West Philippine Sea as Manila chairs the ASEAN in 2026, according 
to a Pulse Asia survey.

• Pulse Asia: 64% of Filipino adults OK anti-political dynasty law (2026-03-13 06:20)

Most Filipino adults support the passage of a measure that would ban political dynasties in the 
country, according to a Pulse Asia survey released Friday.

• ICI set to end operations on March 31 (2026-03-13 05:50)

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979913/senate-mansion-request-bato-baguio/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979913/senate-mansion-request-bato-baguio/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979910/finance-execs-back-measure-allowing-marcos-to-suspend-fuel-excise-tax/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979908/ombudsman-ici-wants-charges-vs-8-solons-over-flood-funds-anomalies/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979906/ombudsman-1-photo-in-ex-marines-affidavit-showed-delivery-during-velasco-s-time/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979897/pulse-asia-survey-filipinos-china-actions-wps/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979891/pulse-asia-64-of-filipino-adults-ok-anti-political-dynasty-law/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979888/ici-set-to-end-operations-on-march-31/story/
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The Independent Commission for Infrastructure (ICI) will only be operational until March 31, ICI 
chairperson Andres Reyes Jr. said.

• 4 suspects arrested over P6.8-B shabu haul in Occidental Mindoro -- DILG's Remulla 
(2026-03-13 05:39)

Four suspects, including two Chinese and two Filipinos, were arrested after the seizure of 910 
kilograms of suspected shabu in Occidental Mindoro, the Department of the Interior and Local 
Government (DILG) said Friday.

• Palace denies Lacierda eyed to replace DICT"s Henry Aguda (2026-03-13 05:29)

Malacañang on Friday dismissed reports that there would be a change of leadership in the 
Department of Information and Communications Technology (DICT).

• PH to grant visa extension to foreigners affected by Middle East conflict (2026-03-13 04:56)

The Philippines will grant visa relief to foreigners affected by the mass cancellation of outbound 
flights amid the unrest in the Middle East.

• PCO enforces energy saving measures, adopts 4-day onsite work (2026-03-13 04:28)

The Presidential Communications Office has adopted energy conservation protocols in line with 
the directive of President Ferdinand ''Bongbong'' Marcos Jr. to save energy amid oil price shocks.

• Sherwin Gatchalian urges ERC to stagger power rate hikes (2026-03-13 04:18)

Senator Sherwin Gatchalian has called on the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) to ensure 
that the expected increase in electricity rates amid the heightened tensions in the Middle East 
will be implemented in phases.

• NBI seizes over $200-M fake cash, treasury bonds (2026-03-13 03:52)

The National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) seized more than $200 million worth of counterfeit 
money and treasury bonds, according to a report of GMA Integrated News' John Consulta Friday.

• Sandigan junks Jinggoy's bid to require Ombudsman to submit case record (2026-03-13 
03:16)

 
The Sandiganbayan has upheld its decision denying the bid of Senator Jinggoy Estrada requiring 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979887/4-suspects-arrested-over-p6-8-b-shabu-haul-in-occidental-mindoro-dilg-s-remulla/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979883/palace-denies-lacierda-eyed-to-replace-dict-s-henry-aguda/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979881/ph-to-grant-visa-extension-to-foreigners-affected-by-middle-east-conflict/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979877/pco-enforces-energy-saving-measures-adopts-4-day-onsite-work/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979876/gatchalian-erc-electricity-rate/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979870/nbi-seizes-over-200-m-fake-cash-treasury-bonds/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979865/sandigan-junks-jinggoy-s-bid-to-require-ombudsman-to-submit-case-record/story/
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Ombudsman prosecutors to submit its investigation records to the anti-graft court.

• DOTr allocates P2.5B for possible fuel subsidy, eyes Libreng Sakay (2026-03-13 02:47)

DOTr allocates P2.5B for possible fuel subsidy, eyes Libreng Sakay

• DSWD clarifies ayuda also available for middle class in crisis (2026-03-13 02:31)

The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) on Friday clarified that government 
cash assistance is not limited to the poorest sectors, saying even middle-class Filipinos 
experiencing financial crises may seek help from the agency.

• Sara Duterte insists no 'sufficient evidence" to justify impeachment case (2026-03-13 
02:29)

Vice President Sara Duterte on Friday said that the petition for the issuance of a subpoena 
duces tecum to secure certain records for the impeachment proceedings only shows a lack of 
sufficient evidence to warrant a case against her.

• Gov't, oil firms solidify plans to cushion oil price hike impacts (2026-03-13 02:08)

Government officials and oil companies' executives have solidified plans to maintain sufficient 
fuel product supply in the country amid the tension in the Middle East.

• DSWD sets aside P30B for cash aid amid fuel price hikes (2026-03-13 01:46)

DSWD sets aside P30B for cash aid amid fuel price hikes

• Marcos at Grand Iftar 2026: Peace anywhere matters (2026-03-12 18:22)

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on Thursday joined Muslim leaders and community members 
during the Grand Iftar 2026 at Malacanan Palace, stressing the need for genuine peace among 
people and nations.

• DHSUD to talk with housing, real estate sector on Middle East crisis (2026-03-12 16:01)

The Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD) will conduct 
dialogues with private developers" groups to craft measures on mitigating the economic 
repercussions of the ongoing conflict in the Middle East.

• Tricycle drivers cut back on expenses amid rising fuel prices (2026-03-12 15:00)

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979862/dotr-allocates-p2-5b-for-possible-fuel-subsidy-eyes-libreng-sakay/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979858/dswd-clarifies-ayuda-also-available-for-middle-class-in-crisis/story/
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Some tricycle drivers are feeling the crunch from the spike in fuel prices and are cutting back on 
their expenses to cope.

• CHED, Landbank partner to provide ATM cards to 2M scholars (2026-03-12 14:44)

The Commission on Higher Education and Land Bank of the Philippines (Landbank) have signed 
a partnership to streamline the distribution of government scholarships and subsidies by 
providing Automated Teller Machine cards to student beneficiaries.

• PCSO: No jackpot winners for March 12 major lotto draws (2026-03-12 14:02)

No one won the jackpot prizes in the major lotto draws of the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
Office (PCSO) on Thursday, March 12.

• Senate calls for contingency framework amid Middle East crisis (2026-03-12 12:13)

The Senate has adopted a resolution urging the executive branch to develop and submit a 
comprehensive national contingency plan in 15 days amid the heightened tensions in the 
Middle East.

• OPAPRU welcomes Congress" OK of bills resetting BARMM polls (2026-03-12 11:18)

The Commission on Elections (Comelec) can now focus on its preparations for the inaugural 
Bangsamoro elections after Congress passed the bills resetting the polls to September, the 
Office of the Presidential Adviser on Peace, Reconciliation and Unity (OPAPRU) said.

• ASEAN ministers to hold meetings to address Middle East crisis (2026-03-12 11:02)

The widening conflict in the Middle East is expected to dominate discussions at Friday's ASEAN 
economic ministers' retreat. The Philippines, this year's chair, is hosting the meetings.

• ICI turns over 2 trucks of flood control documents to Ombudsman (2026-03-12 10:59)

The Independent Commission on Infrastructure (ICI) on Thursday turned over truckloads of 
documents involving its investigation on alleged anomalies in flood control projects to the 
Office of the Ombudsman in Quezon City.

• DepEd clarifies Friday WFH policy applies only to non-teaching staff (2026-03-12 10:47)

 
The Department of Education clarified that its Friday work from home (WFH) policy applies only 
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to non-teaching personnel in DepEd offices, while teachers and school-based staff will continue 
reporting to schools.

• Comelec implements energy-saving measures amid oil price hike (2026-03-12 10:36)

The Commission on Elections (Comelec) will implement new energy-saving measures as part of 
its bid to institutionalize energy efficiency and conservation amid the rising pump prices in the 
country.

• Gabriela solon files disbarment raps vs. lawyer for lewd comments (2026-03-12 10:26)

Gabriela party-list Representative Sarah Elago on Thursday filed a disbarment case against a 
lawyer for disrespectful and obscene remarks against her, saying such comments are meant to 
degrade and silence women.

• Marcos declares March 20, 2026 a regular holiday for Eid'l Fitr (2026-03-12 10:24)

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has declared March 20, 2026, a regular holiday across the 
country in observance of Eid"l Fitr, Malacañang said Thursday.

• Jinggoy, Bonoan plunder complaint submitted for resolution -- DOJ (2026-03-12 09:57)

Justice spokesperson Polo Martinez said Thursday that the plunder complaint filed against 
Senator Jinggoy Estrada and others with the Department of Justice (DOJ) has been submitted for 
resolution.

• Senate eyes OK of Marcos powers over fuel excise taxes next week (2026-03-12 09:56)

Senate leaders on Thursday said the upper chamber intends to pass by next week the bill 
granting President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. emergency powers to suspend or cut 
the fuel excise taxes amid the conflict in the Middle East.

• SINAG: Fishermen face P500 daily loss amid rising fuel prices, urgent aid needed 
(2026-03-12 09:41)

The Samahan ng Industriya ng Agrikultura (SINAG) on Thursday expressed deep concern about 
the surge in oil prices, saying that this has resulted in as much as P500 actual loss per day 
among small fishermen.

• Christina Frasco to leave DOT, named adviser on sustainable communities (2026-03-12 
09:39)
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President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. has appointed Christina Frasco as Presidential 
Adviser for Sustainable and Resilient Communities, Palace Press Officer Undersecretary Atty. 
Claire Castro said on Thursday.

• Philhealth eyes replacement of free, underutilized medicines under YAKAP (2026-03-12 
09:34)

The Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (Philhealth) said it is studying the possibility of 
replacing some medicines provided under the Yaman ng Kalusugan Program (YAKAP) and the 
GAMOT (Guaranteed and Accessible Medications for Outpatient Treatment) Program.

• PH to allot P20M for UN Security Council seat bid (2026-03-12 09:17)

The Philippine government has allocated P20.78 million budget this year for the country"s 
campaign for a non-permanent seat in the United Nations (UN) Security Council.

• Is diplomat replacing Frasco? Palace can"t give details today (2026-03-12 09:06)

Malacañang on Thursday did not provide a concrete answer as to the fate of Tourism Secretary 
Christina Frasco.

• DepEd allots P19.5B for textbook production to boost literacy (2026-03-12 08:40)

The Department of Education (DepEd) is ramping up efforts to improve literacy among Filipino 
students and has allocated P19.5 billion for textbook production this year in a bid to achieve a 
1:1 textbook-to-learner ratio.

• Over 60k people have registered for 2026 BSKE, BARMM polls - Comelec (2026-03-12 
05:50)

The number of Filipinos who registered to vote for the 2026 Barangay and Sangguniang 
Kabataan elections (BSKE) and the first-ever parliamentary elections in the Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) has soared to over 60,000, according to the 
latest data from the Commission on Elections (Comelec).

• ACT opposes DepEd '4+1' learning plan, calls for greater classroom funding (2026-03-12 
05:45)

 
The Alliance of Concerned Teachers Philippines (ACT) on Thursday opposed the proposed 
“4+1” blended learning model of the Department of Education (Philippines), saying the plan 
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would not solve the country"s worsening classroom shortage and could instead shift the burden 
to students, families, and teachers.

• Estrada camp questions PHDO before Manila court (2026-03-12 05:23)

Senator Jinggoy Estrada has asked a Manila court to lift the precautionary hold departure order 
(PHDO) issued against him amid the plunder complaint he is facing with the Department of 
Justice, with his spokesperson saying that he is not a flight risk.

• Lawmaker pushes for P7K monthly subsidy for low income sectors (2026-03-12 05:12)

Lawmaker pushes for P7K monthly subsidy for low income sectors

• DOE: Sale of petroleum in fuel-grade drums allowed for legit use (2026-03-12 04:54)

The Department of Energy (DOE) on Thursday said the sale of petroleum products in fuel-grade 
drums or containers is allowed for “legitimate operational use.”

• Atin Ito to hold 4th West Philippine Sea civilian mission in April (2026-03-12 04:06)

Atin Ito to hold 4th West Philippine Sea civilian mission in April

• LOOK: Jinggoy Estrada arrives at DOJ for flood control mess probe (2026-03-12 03:55)

Senator Jinggoy Estrada arrived Thursday at the Department of Justice (DOJ) for the preliminary 
investigation on the plunder complaint filed against him and others in connection with the 
questionable flood control projects.

• Baligod, ex-Marines face NBI for probe into cash delivery claims (2026-03-12 03:10)

Lawyer Levito Baligod and the alleged former Marines who claimed to deliver cash from former 
lawmaker Zaldy Co to various public officials appeared before the National Bureau of 
Investigation (NBI) on Thursday.

• Marcos back in PH after 'productive' working visit in New York (2026-03-12 02:13)

President Ferdinand ''Bongbong'' Marcos Jr. is back in the Philippines after a ''very productive'' 
working visit in New York, United States.

• Diokno asks House panel to take custody of Madriaga pending VP Sara impeach 
proceedings (2026-03-12 02:12)
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Diokno asks House panel to take custody of Madriaga pending VP Sara impeach proceedings

• LIVE UPDATES: Conflict in the Middle East (March 12, 2026) (2026-03-12 01:19)

LIVE UPDATES: Conflict in the Middle East (March 12, 2026)

• Sandiganbayan junks appeal of ex-DOE execs vs Malampaya scam graft raps (2026-03-11 
17:34)

The Sandiganbayan Third Division on Wednesday denied the motion for reconsideration filed by 
several former Department of Energy (DOE) officials that sought to dismiss the graft case 
against them in connection with the Malampaya fund scam.

• PNP: Energy-saving initiatives won't affect police operations (2026-03-11 17:04)

The Philippine National Police (PNP) on Wednesday vowed that its police operations and 
frontline services won"t be affected by its energy conservation measures due to recent surges in 
oil prices.

• SSS launches online facial verification for pensioners" confirmation (2026-03-11 15:03)

The Social Security System (SSS) has launched an online facial verification portal to allow 
pensioners to comply with the Annual Confirmation of Pensioners (ACOP) requirement without 
having to visit SSS branches.

• Cardinal David asks, Is PH tax system fair, serve human dignity? (2026-03-11 15:00)

Kalookan Bishop Pablo Virgilio Cardinal David on Wednesday said the Philippine government 
should ensure that the burden of the country"s tax system is distributed fairly among taxpayers 
and used for the common good as the armed conflict in the Middle East affect the livelihood of 
thousands of overseas Filipino workers (OFWs).

• No jackpot winners for March 11 major lotto draws, says PCSO (2026-03-11 14:22)

No one won the jackpot prizes in the major lotto draws of the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
Office (PCSO) on Wednesday, March 11.

• Vice President Sara Duterte criticizes use of son's photo for fake news (2026-03-11 13:45)

 
Vice President Sara Duterte on Wednesday called out the unauthorized use of her minor son's 
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photo for spreading false information.

• San Pedro College-Davao City grad tops medical technologists licensure exam (2026-03-11 
12:48)

A graduate of San Pedro College-Davao City achieved the top score in the licensure examination 
for medical technologists given earlier this month.

• NBI: No record of flight with Zaldy Co as claimed by ex-Marine (2026-03-11 12:42)

The National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) reported that air taxi flight logs show no record of 
former lawmaker Zaldy Co and a former Marine making a trip to deliver cash to President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s residence in Ilocos Norte.

• Some gas stations could close due to lack of diesel; PUV drivers feel pinch of higher fuel 
cost (2026-03-11 12:38)

On the second day of the mega price hike, some gasoline stations are facing another blow due 
to the limited diesel supply as drivers of public vehicles complain of the higher price of fuel.

• Vegetable price hike looms as rising fuel costs may force farmers to stop harvests 
(2026-03-11 12:37)

Amid recent oil price surges, prices of vegetables may also increase if farmers halt their 
harvests of produce due to rising fuel costs.

• House bill allowing Marcos to suspend excise tax OKd on 2nd reading (2026-03-11 11:53)

The House of Representatives on Wednesday approved on second reading a bill granting 
emergency powers to President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to suspend or cut excise tax on fuel amid 
the ongoing conflict in the Middle East.

• Duterte's supporters, critics stage rallies, 1 year after ICC arrest (2026-03-11 11:19)

Human rights groups and supporters of former President Rodrigo Duterte held separate protest 
actions Wednesday on the first anniversary of his arrest and detention at the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague, Netherlands.

• Sotto: Senate to push back passage of IPC bill (2026-03-11 10:49)

 
Senate President Vicente “Tito” Sotto III on Wednesday admitted that the Senate will not be 
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able to pass the bill creating the powerful Independent People"s Commission (IPC) before the 
Senate suspends session next week.

• VP Sara"s lawyers enter appearance on impeachment proceedings (2026-03-11 10:48)

The Fortun Narvasa & Salazar law office and other lawyers have entered their appearance as 
counsel for Vice President Sara Duterte in the impeachment proceedings in the House Justice 
panel.

• Comelec facing 'complications' in Marcoleta's case -- Garcia (2026-03-11 10:33)

The Commission on Elections (Comelec) on Wednesday said it is facing “complications” in 
resolving the case involving Senator Rodante Marcoleta"s May 2025 statement of contributions 
and expenditures (SOCE) after the Office of the Ombudsman referred a related complaint on 
the same issue.

• VP Sara slams gov"t 'lack of preparation" for Middle East conflict fallout (2026-03-11 10:23)

Vice President Sara Duterte on Wednesday criticized the administration of President Ferdinand 
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. for what she described as a lack of preparation for the possible 
impacts of the ongoing conflict in the Middle East.

• Too early to say when current US-Israel-Iran conflict will ease, say analysts (2026-03-11 
10:22)

Analysts say it is too early to say that the conflict involving the US, Israel, and Iran is nearing its 
end, urging a “wait and see” approach amid hostilities across parts of the Middle East.

• Higher cigarette taxes, larger warnings may push 5.5M Filipinos to quit smoking - study 
(2026-03-11 10:15)

A new study suggests that increasing cigarette taxes and expanding graphic health warnings on 
cigarette packs could encourage millions of Filipinos to quit smoking.

• Senate passes bill to protect rights of persons with autism (2026-03-11 09:45)

The Senate has unanimously approved on third and final reading a measure which establishes a 
national plan to improve care, services, and inclusion for persons with autism spectrum 
disorder.

• NBI subpoenas bishop who witnessed affidavit of 18-ex Marines (2026-03-11 09:17)
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National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) Director Melvin Matibag on Wednesday said the bureau 
issued a subpoena to Bishop Efraim Tendero, who witnessed the affidavit of the 18 alleged 
former Marines.

• Comelec expects 65% voter turnout for Antipolo special polls on March 14 (2026-03-11 
09:10)

The Commission on Elections (Comelec) said Wednesday it is expecting a high voter turnout for 
the March 14 special elections in the second district of Antipolo City.

• Senate panel OKs 'in principle" emergency powers for Marcos on fuel excise taxes 
(2026-03-11 09:02)

The Senate Committee on Ways and Means on Wednesday approved “in principle” the 
proposals allowing President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. to suspend or reduce excise 
tax on fuel amid escalating tensions in the Middle East.

• ERC: 'Full impact" of Middle East conflict on electricity prices to be felt April, May 
(2026-03-11 08:59)

Electricity consumers in the country should brace for the “full impact” of the ongoing conflict 
in the Middle East on power bills in the coming months, the Energy Regulatory Commission 
(ERC) said Wednesday.

• SC upholds DOJ circular raising standards of evidence (2026-03-11 08:48)

The Supreme Court (SC) has upheld the validity of a circular of the Department of Justice (DOJ) 
that raised the standards of evidence in preliminary investigations and inquest proceedings.

• CA panel refers reso on removal of Marcoleta"s 'give-up" Kalayaan remark to other 
committee (2026-03-11 08:32)

The Commission on Appointments" (CA) committee on national defense has referred to another 
panel a resolution seeking action over remarks by a lawmaker suggesting that the Philippines 
should give up the Municipality of Kalayaan in Palawan.

• Sotto backs work-from-home option for some Senate staff (2026-03-11 05:22)

 
Senate President Vicente Sotto III on Wednesday expressed support for allowing some Senate 
employees to work from home as part of efforts to conserve energy amid tensions in the Middle 
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East.

• BuCor denies scabies outbreak at NBP, other prison and penal farms (2026-03-11 04:58)

The Bureau of Corrections (BuCor) on Wednesday denied that there is a scabies outbreak in the 
New Bilibid Prison (NBP) or any other prison and penal farm nationwide.

• UV Express drivers' alliance urges provisional fare hikes for all PUVs (2026-03-11 04:58)

An alliance of UV Express drivers on Wednesday called for provisional fare increases for all 
types of public utility vehicles (PUVs) amid rising pump prices triggered by the escalating conflict 
in the Middle East.

• Marcos orders release of P5K fuel subsidy for public transport drivers (2026-03-11 04:39)

President Ferdinand ''Bongbong'' Marcos Jr. ordered the immediate distribution of P5,000 fuel 
subsidy for public transport drivers affected by the oil price hike due to the tension in the 
Middle East.

• Marcos says PH has edge in bid for UN Security Council seat (2026-03-11 03:54)

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Wednesday (Manila time) expressed confidence that the Philippines 
has an advantage in its bid for a non-permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council.

• Año: PH will not be involved in Middle East conflict (2026-03-11 03:38)

National Security Adviser Eduardo Año on Wednesday assured the public that the country will 
not be involved in the conflict in the Middle East, adding that Iran"s missiles will not be able to 
reach the Philippines.

• DepEd mulls '4+1' blended learning model to ease classroom congestion (2026-03-11 
02:58)

The Department of Education (DepEd) is considering to implement a "4+1" blended learning 
model--four days of in-person classes and one day of online learning--to help decongest 
classrooms amid a daunting infrastructure shortage.

• Año files cyberlibel, perjury complaint vs. 18 'ex-Marines,' Baligod (2026-03-11 02:52)

 
A week after filing his first complaint, National Security Adviser Eduardo Año on Wednesday 
filed a cyberlibel and perjury complaint against the 18 alleged former Marines and lawyer Levito 
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Baligod for implicating him in the controversy over alleged cash deliveries from former 
lawmaker Zaldy Co.

• When Rodrigo Duterte was arrested for crimes against humanity (2026-03-11 02:21)

March 11, 2025, began with anticipation of what would happen in the next several hours as talk 
grew louder about a warrant of arrest issued by the International Criminal Court, set to be 
served on former President Rodrigo Duterte. He had traveled with loved ones to Hong Kong a 
few days earlier for a thanksgiving event with overseas Filipino workers, and even told his 
audience about the news he had received.

• VP Sara calls for vigilance on dad Rodrigo's arrest anniversary (2026-03-11 01:55)

On the first year since the arrest and transfer of former president Rodrigo Duterte to The 
Hague, Vice President Sara Duterte urged the people to remain vigilant against any attempt to 
bend the law for political gains.

• Marcos: PH continues coordination with Portugal to bring Zaldy Co home (2026-03-11 
01:23)

President Ferdinand ''Bongbong'' Marcos Jr. said Wednesday (Manila Time) that the government 
continues its coordination with Portuguese authorities to bring former lawmaker Zaldy Co back 
to the Philippines.

• Marcos on ICI: Their brief has been fulfilled (2026-03-11 01:01)

''Their brief has already been fulfilled.'' This was the response of President Ferdinand '
'Bongbong'' Marcos Jr. when asked about what would happen to the Independent Commission 
for Infrastructure, the body tasked to investigate anomalous flood control projects.

• PH oil supply in 'good shape' amid Middle East conflict --Marcos (2026-03-11 00:29)

President Ferdinand ''Bongbong'' Marcos Jr. on Wednesday (Manila time) said that the 
Philippines' oil supply is in good shape amid the continuing tension in the Middle East.

• LIVE UPDATES: Conflict in the Middle East (March 11, 2026) (2026-03-10 23:02)

Conflict in the Middle East (March 10, 2026)

• 2K jobs expected with medical gloves factory investment, says Marcos (2026-03-10 18:10)
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President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said the planned investment of the US Medical Glove Company 
(USMGC) in the Philippines could create 2,000 jobs for Filipinos.

• Marcos to UN: PH is a voice for principled peace (2026-03-10 16:17)

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Tuesday made a personal pitch for the Philippines" candidacy 
for a non-permanent seat on the United Nations (UN) Security Council, saying the country is 
ready to contribute as a voice of balance among the world"s nations and as a “voice for 
principled peace.”

• PCSO: No jackpot winners for Mar. 10 major lotto draws (2026-03-10 14:34)

No one hit the jackpot prizes in the major lotto draws of the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
Office (PCSO) on Tuesday, March 10.

• Baguio, far-flung areas hit by higher fuel prices (2026-03-10 14:03)

Diesel prices have climbed to around P90 per liter in Baguio City and other places across the 
country, as far-flung areas usually have higher cost when it comes to petroleum products.

• Ombudsman to seek writs to place Revilla, Discaya properties under court custody 
(2026-03-10 13:38)

The Office of the Ombudsman will request writs of preliminary attachment to place the 
properties of former Senator Ramon “Bong” Revilla Jr. and contractor Sarah Discaya under 
the custody of the courts hearing the cases against them.

• Some jeepney drivers stop plying routes due to high fuel prices (2026-03-10 13:05)

Some public utility jeepney drivers have decided to stop plying routes due to the mega price 
hike on fuel products that took effect on Tuesday.

• CPJ backs Filipino journalist vs Chinese Embassy online attacks (2026-03-10 12:19)

The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) on Monday called on the Chinese Embassy in the 
Philippines to stop its online attacks targeting a Filipino investigative journalist and questioning 
the credibility and independence of her news outlet.

• Shift to online classes amid oil crisis not viable for public schools -- Gatchalian (2026-03-10 
11:08)
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Senator Sherwin Gatchalian on Tuesday emphasized that it would not be feasible to shift to 
online classes, especially in public schools, amid soaring fuel prices resulting from the Middle 
East conflict.

• Australian travel advice: Terror risk may escalate amid Middle East crisis (2026-03-10 
10:54)

Australia on Tuesday updated its travel advisory for the Philippines, warning that the risk of 
terrorism could spill over to other countries due to heightened tensions in the Middle East.

• TIEZA wants travel tax abolition pushed to January 2027 (2026-03-10 10:35)

The Tourism Infrastructure and Enterprise Zone Authority (TIEZA) on Tuesday asked lawmakers 
to set the proposed abolition of the travel tax starting January 2027.

• LRT shifts to 4-day on-site work to save energy (2026-03-10 10:34)

The Light Rail Transit Authority (LRTA) has adopted a four-day on-site work arrangement in 
support of the government"s efforts to conserve energy amid the ongoing conflict in the Middle 
East.

• Sandiganbayan denies bail bids of Zaldy Co"s co-accused in flood control mess case 
(2026-03-10 09:54)

The Sandiganbayan has denied the petition for bail of nine ex-officials of the Department of 
Public Works and Highways (DPWH) who are facing malversation charges along with ex-Ako 
Bicol Party-list Rep. Zaldy Co over an alleged substandard P289 million flood control project in 
Oriental Mindoro.

• WPS operational data, modernization plans leaked by spies --PH Navy (2026-03-10 09:53)

Operational data for the West Philippine Sea as well modernization plans were among the 
information compromised in espionage involving some Filipinos, the Philippine Navy said 
Tuesday.

• Health experts push controls on sugary foods, drinks (2026-03-10 09:46)

Health experts on Tuesday called for stronger measures to limit the consumption of sugary 
foods and beverages as part of efforts to curb rising obesity rates in the Philippines.
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• Lacson says Marcoleta 'obsessed' with defending China (2026-03-10 09:30)

Senate President Pro Tempore Panfilo "Ping" Lacson on Tuesday slammed Senator Rodante 
Marcoleta for the latter's supposed "ego-driven provocations," alleging that he has become "
obsessed" in defending China.

• House OKs bill postponing BARMM polls to Sept. 2026 on final reading (2026-03-10 09:20)

The House of Representatives has approved the bill postponing the first-ever elections in the 
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) to the second Monday of 
September this year.

• DOF employees to work from home on Fridays (2026-03-10 09:07)

The Department of Finance (DOF) on Tuesday ensured the continuous delivery of public service 
even with the adoption of special work arrangements in line with the government"s energy 
conservation efforts amid the global uncertainties.

• Suntay faces colleagues in House ethics panel hearing over Anne Curtis comments 
(2026-03-10 09:02)

Quezon City 4th District Rep. Jesus “Bong” Suntay on Tuesday faced his fellow lawmakers 
before the House committee on ethics hearing over his statements concerning actress Anne 
Curtis.

• DepEd taps LGUs to help close 165,000-classroom gap (2026-03-10 08:03)

The Department of Education (Philippines) is seeking the help of local government units (LGUs) 
to address the country"s 165,000-classroom shortage as Education Secretary Sonny Angara 
urged more than 1,300 municipal mayors to accelerate school construction through faster and 
more flexible building programs.

• Navy: WPS ops unaffected by oil crisis amid Middle East crisis (2026-03-10 07:43)

The Armed Forces of the Philippines" operations in the disputed West Philippine Sea are 
unaffected even with the surge in fuel prices due to the tensions in the Middle East, the 
Philippine Navy said on Tuesday.

• DepEd refines Lifelong Learning Law to count work, life skills for school credits 
(2026-03-10 07:33)

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979454/lacson-marcoleta-obsession-china-policies/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979451/house-oks-bill-postponing-barmm-polls-to-sept-2026-on-final-reading/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979448/dof-employees-to-work-from-home-on-fridays/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979447/suntay-house-ethics-panel-remarks-anne-curtis/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979438/deped-lgus-classroom-shortage/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979433/wps-operations-oil-crisis/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979429/deped-refines-lifelong-learning-law-to-count-work-life-skills-for-school-credits/story/


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 25 — 2026-03-16

The Department of Education (DepEd) is refining the implementing rules of the country"s 
Lifelong Learning Development Framework (LLDF) Act to allow Filipinos to convert skills gained 
from work and community training into formal education credits and certifications.

• Imee urges Executive to reveal all details on Rodrigo Duterte arrest (2026-03-10 07:17)

Senator Imee Marcos on Tuesday filed a resolution, calling on the Executive department to fully 
disclose all communications and directives in its cooperation with the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) in relation to the arrest of former president Rodrigo Duterte.

• DBM: Calamity fund can cover fuel subsidies amid oil hike (2026-03-10 05:42)

The Department of Budget and Management (DBM) on Tuesday said a portion of the 
P39.8-billion calamity fund under the 2026 national budget can be used to provide fuel 
subsidies to affected sectors amid rising fuel prices caused by the Middle East conflict.

• House panel OKs bill allowing Marcos to suspend or cut excise tax on fuel (2026-03-10 
05:25)

The House ways and means panel on Tuesday approved an unnumbered substitute bill allowing 
President Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos, Jr. to suspend or reduce excise tax on fuel amid the 
conflict between the US-Israel forces and Iran.

• PhilHealth: Frontline services uninterrupted amid 4-day workweek (2026-03-10 05:14)

Frontline and hospital services will remain uninterrupted despite the adjusted work 
arrangements of government agencies to conserve energy, the Philippine Health Insurance 
Corporation (PhilHealth) said on Tuesday.

• Customs remits P102.5M from Discaya car auctions to Treasury (2026-03-10 05:02)

The Bureau of Customs (BOC) has turned over more than P102 million in proceeds from public 
auctions of seized vehicles linked to contractors Sarah and Curlee Discaya to the Bureau of 
Treasury.

• UN's Guterres sends well wishes for PH's UN Security Council bid (2026-03-10 03:50)

United Nations (UN) Secretary-General António Guterres wished the Philippines good luck in 
campaigning for the Philippines" bid for a non-permanent seat in the UN Security Council.
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• Jinggoy asks court OK for trip abroad amid graft case (2026-03-10 03:40)

Senator Jinggoy Estrada has asked the Sandiganbayan to allow him to travel to Hong Kong, 
Macau, and Japan while the court is still resolving the 11 graft charges filed against him over the 
alleged misuse of his Priority Development Assistance Fund (PDAF) during his previous term as 
senator.

• Speaker Dy: House to prioritize bills for relief amid rising fuel prices (2026-03-10 03:37)

Speaker Faustino "Bojie" Dy III vowed Tuesday to prioritize the passage of bills that would 
protect the public from the impact of soaring fuel prices amid the ongoing conflict in the Middle 
East.

• Comelec will not adopt 4-day workweek amid poll preparations (2026-03-10 03:25)

The Commission on Elections (Comelec) will not adopt the four-day workweek due to the 
ongoing preparations for three elections scheduled for this year.

• Malacañang says no need for panic buying amid Middle East crisis (2026-03-10 02:36)

Malacañang on Tuesday allayed fears regarding the impact of the Middle East crisis on the 
country's supply of fuel and basic consumer goods, saying there is no reason for the Filipino 
public to panic buy at retail outlets.

• 30 Chinese ships spotted in WPS in early March -- PH Navy (2026-03-10 02:20)

The Philippine Navy on Tuesday said 30 Chinese ships were spotted near some features in the 
West Philippine Sea (WPS) in early March.

• LIVE UPDATES: Conflict in the Middle East (March 10, 2026) (2026-03-10 00:38)

LIVE UPDATES: Conflict in the Middle East (March 10, 2026)

• Marcos awaits report on power to cut oil excise tax before certifying it urgent (2026-03-10 
00:10)

President Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. will wait for the committee report on the proposed 
measures seeking to give him emergency powers to reduce excise tax on oil products amid the 
ongoing conflict in the Middle East before certifying it as urgent.

• Marcos meets with UN's Guterres during New York visit (2026-03-09 21:02)

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979394/jinggoy-asks-court-ok-for-trip-abroad-amid-graft-case/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979393/speaker-bojie-dy-bills-public-costs/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979389/comelec-will-not-adopt-4-day-workweek-amid-poll-preparations/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979387/malacanang-panic-buying-middle-east-crisis-impact/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979385/30-chinese-ships-spotted-in-wps-in-early-march-ph-navy/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979380/live-updates-conflict-in-the-middle-east-march-10-2026/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979378/marcos-awaits-report-on-power-to-cut-oil-excise-tax-before-certifying-it-urgent/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/979374/marcos-un-guterres-new-york-visit/story/


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 27 — 2026-03-16

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Monday met with United Nations (UN) Secretary-General 
António Guterres to tackle various issues, including the Philippines" bid for a non-permanent 
seat on the UN Security Council.

• Palace: Marcos still not keen on having PH rejoin ICC (2026-03-09 20:49)

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is still not inclined to have the Philippines rejoin the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) despite the appeals of some opposition lawmakers for the 
country to do so.

• DSWD vows continuous aid services amid 4-day work week (2026-03-09 20:16)

Even as government agencies began observing a four-day work week, the Department of Social 
Welfare and Development (DSWD) on Monday assured the public of the continuous delivery of 
services and assistance for Filipinos in need.

• PNP rolls out security for Filipinos" safety during summer break (2026-03-09 19:20)

The Philippine National Police (PNP) on Monday vowed to ensure the safe travels of Filipinos 
during the summer break as it launched its “Ligtas SUMVAC 2026,” a nationwide security 
operation from March 29 to May 31, 2026.

• Marcos to UN body: Educating women strengthens families, nations (2026-03-09 16:28)

Educating women should be a priority for every country, as it strengthens families and nations, 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said on Monday as he paid tribute to Filipino women as the 
“cornerstone of nation-building.”

• AFP: Chinese national handled 3 alleged Filipino spies (2026-03-09 14:41)

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has identified the handler of the three Filipinos who 
were recently arrested for their alleged involvement in foreign-backed spy activities.

• DOST to enforce 4-day workweek for energy conservation (2026-03-09 14:18)

The Department of Science and Technology (DOST) on Monday announced it will implement a 
four-day workweek as part of government"s energy conservation efforts amid the continuous 
conflict in the Middle East.
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• De Lima: VP Sara"s 'silence" on allies" recent remarks about women speaks volumes 
(2026-03-09 14:17)

"Ang hindi natin gets ay kung bakit si VP Sara ay naaatim na manahimik kahit inaalipusta na ang 
mga babaeng gaya niya," Rep. Leila De Lima said.

• Negros Occidental bettor wins P45M jackpot in Grand Lotto 6/55 (2026-03-09 14:16)

A bettor who bought a ticket in Negros Occidental won the jackpot prize in Monday night"s 
Grand Lotto 6/55 draw, the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) said.

• Marcoleta questions Lacson for not probing cash delivery claims of 'ex-Marines" 
(2026-03-09 13:37)

Senator Rodante Marcoleta on Monday questioned Senate President Pro Tempore Panfilo 
Lacson on why the Blue Ribbon Committee did not hold a hearing on the claims of the 18 
alleged former Marines, who claimed to have delivered suitcases of cash from former 
Congressman Zaldy Co to various government officials.

• DOJ implements 4-day onsite workweek amid oil price spike (2026-03-09 11:46)

Department of Justice (DOJ) Secretary Fredderick Vida has ordered the agency to implement a 
four-day on-site workweek as part of its energy conservation efforts amid rising oil prices driven 
by the conflict in the Middle East.

• DOF shifts to 4-day on-site workweek to save energy (2026-03-09 11:43)

The Department of Finance (DOF) on Monday announced a four-day on-site workweek as part of 
the government"s energy conservation efforts amid the conflict in the Middle East.

• Sandro Marcos wants to find out effectiveness of flexible work hours in gov"t offices 
(2026-03-09 11:37)

House Majority Leader and Ilocos Norte 1st District Rep. Ferdinand Alexander “Sandro” 
Marcos has sought a congressional inquiry into the effectiveness of implementing flexible work 
hours in government offices.

• NUP: We won"t back a weak impeachment complaint vs. VP Sara (2026-03-09 11:30)

The National Unity Party (NUP) on Monday said it won"t support a weak impeachment case 
against Vice President Sara Duterte.
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• Risa Hontiveros questions 'delay' in endorsing cancellation of Joseph Sy's birth certificate 
(2026-03-09 10:31)

Senator Risa Hontiveros on Monday questioned the time it took for the Philippine Statistics 
Office to endorse the cancellation of the birth certificate it issued to businessman Joseph Sy.

• PNP gears up for March 11 protests marking 1st year of Duterte's arrest (2026-03-09 09:58)

The Philippine National Police (PNP) is preparing for protests on Wednesday, March 11, which 
marks one year since former President Rodrigo Duterte was arrested on orders by the 
International Criminal Court for crimes against humanity.

• Senate OKs bill abolishing Optical Media Board (2026-03-09 09:52)

The Senate on Monday approved on third and final reading a measure seeking to abolish the 
Optical Media Board (OMB) and transfer its powers and functions to the Intellectual Property 
Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL).

• NTC ensures compliance with Marcos' free calls order for Middle East OFWs (2026-03-09 
09:31)

The National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) on Monday ensured the swift and full 
compliance of telecommunication companies to the directive of President Ferdinand '
'Bongbong'' Marcos Jr. to provide free communication services for overseas Filipino workers in 
the Middle East.

• Cops deployed to markets to prevent profiteering, hoarding incidents (2026-03-09 09:14)

The Philippine National Police (PNP) has intensified its police visibility in local markets, 
groceries, and commercial centers to prevent incidents of hoarding and profiteering as the 
tensions in the Middle East affected oil prices, which in turn are impacting the prices of basic 
goods.

• BuCor's Catapang files perjury, cyberlibel complaints vs 18 alleged ex-Marines, Baligod 
(2026-03-09 09:00)

Bureau of Corrections Director General Gregorio Catapang Jr. on Monday filed perjury and 
cyber libel complaints against the 18 alleged former Philippine Marines and their legal counsel, 
Levi Baligod.

• Palace defends Marcos' trip to US amid Middle East tension (2026-03-09 08:33)
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Malacañang on Monday defended the working visit of President Ferdinand ''Bongbong'' Marcos 
Jr. to the United States amid the ongoing conflict in the Middle East, which is affecting oil prices 
in the Philippines.

• BOC to inspect oil depots, monitor fuel imports vs hoarding (2026-03-09 08:22)

The Bureau of Customs (BOC) will inspect oil depots and monitor fuel importations to prevent 
hoarding and supply manipulation as tensions in the Middle East raise concerns about possible 
disruptions in global oil supply.

• PH can"t cap pump prices due to deregulation law, DOE says (2026-03-09 07:34)

With pump prices posting a record weekly increase, the Department of Energy (DOE) on Monday 
said it has no authority to impose a cap due to the Oil Deregulation Law.

• House panel OKs bill scrapping travel tax (2026-03-09 06:12)

The bill to abolish the travel tax moved forward another stage in the House of Representatives 
on Monday after the House ways and means panel approved the unnumbered substitute bill, 
endorsing it for plenary debates.

• Hontiveros calls for P52.8-B supplemental budget due to looming oil crisis (2026-03-09 
05:37)

Senate Deputy Majority Leader Risa Hontiveros on Monday called for the passage of a 
P52.8-billion supplemental budget in response to the impending increase in oil prices amid 
heightened tensions in the Middle East.

• DOH, FDA urge consumers to verify health products online (2026-03-09 05:33)

The Department of Health (DOH) and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Philippines are 
urging the public to verify whether health and consumer products are registered or approved 
before purchase, using the agency"s newly launched verification portal.

• Sandiganbayan moves to seize 16 real properties of Zaldy Co (2026-03-09 05:20)

The Sandiganbayan has ordered the seizure of at least 16 properties belonging to former House 
appropriations panel chairperson Zaldy Co of the Ako Bicol party-list, who faces graft charges 
related to an allegedly substandard flood control project in Oriental Mindoro.
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• Palace warns profiteers amid Middle East tension: Legal actions possible (2026-03-09 
04:06)

Malacañang reiterated Monday its warning against profiteers who are taking advantage of the 
continuing tension in the Middle East, stressing that the law will go after them.

• Joseph Sy attends Senate hearing after complaining of 'chest pain" (2026-03-09 04:00)

Embattled businessman Joseph Sy on Monday complained of “chest pain” prior to going to 
the Senate to attend a hearing about the alleged falsification of his Filipino citizenship.

• De Lima, priest file raps vs 18 'ex-Marines' over cash delivery claims (2026-03-09 03:20)

House Deputy Minority Leader Leila de Lima of ML party-list and Fr. Flavie Villanueva on 
Monday filed complaints against 18 personalities who introduced themselves as former Marines 
and their counsel Levito Baligod amid allegations that they received money from former Ako 
Bicol party-list Rep. Zaldy Co.

• Palace to VP Sara: Gov't can't send aircraft as airspace still closed (2026-03-09 02:26)

Malacañang on Monday hit back at Vice President Sara Duterte for saying that the government 
could simply send an aircraft to the Middle East to bring home overseas Filipino workers amid 
the ongoing conflict there.

• DepEd implements 4-day onsite workweek with Friday WFH to save energy (2026-03-09 
02:03)

The Department of Education (DepEd) has directed its offices nationwide to adopt a four-day 
onsite work arrangement from Monday to Thursday, with Fridays designated as a 
work-from-home (WFH) day, as part of government efforts to conserve energy and reduce fuel 
consumption.

Source: PhilStar Global

• BARMM development initiatives figure in talks between Palace team, UN peace experts 
(2026-03-16 03:08)

Engagements in New York involving the Office of the Special Assistant to the President (OSAP)
highlighted continued international support for the implementation of the Bangsamoro peace
process and related development initiatives.
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• Gas stations watched for hoarding, sudden stoppage (2026-03-16 02:11)

Some gasoline stations have suddenly stopped operations amid suspicions of hoarding or price
manipulation

• Quezon City chills at 17.1 degrees Celsius (2026-03-15 16:00)

The temperature in Quezon City yesterday dropped to 17.1 degrees Celsius as the northeast
monsoon weakens.

• Court affirms conviction of 2 cops in Cavite robbery (2026-03-15 16:00)

The Regional Trial Court has upheld the conviction of two former police officers for robbing a
retired teacher in August 2023 in Imus City, Cavite.

• Palace declares holidays in 3 areas (2026-03-15 16:00)

Malacañang has declared special non-working days in three areas in the country for the 
celebration of their founding and charter anniversaries and local festivals.

• Acop’s son wins Antipolo election (2026-03-15 16:00)

Philip Conrad Acop has been elected to represent Antipolo City’s 2nd District in the House of 
Representatives, a post left vacant when his father, Romeo, died last year.

• Cop relieved after threatening cashier with gun over bill (2026-03-15 16:00)

A police corporal was relieved from his post for allegedly threatening a restaurant cashier with a 
gun after being billed P12,000 – an amount that exceeded the P6,000 cash he had on hand.

• Coast Guard rescues 5 revelers in Pangasinan (2026-03-15 16:00)

Philippine Coast Guard personnel rescued five people who almost drowned after strong waves
carried them away from the beach in San Fabian town in Pangasinan, the PCG reported
yesterday.

• DOTr: MRT-3 trains safe (2026-03-15 16:00)

Following a congressman’s claims of unsafe train conditions, the Department of 
Transportation has assured the public that the Metro Rail Transit Line 3 train sets are not 
compromised.

• P136 million shabu intercepted at NAIA (2026-03-15 16:00)

Two parcels containing 20 kilos of shabu valued at P135.96 million were seized at the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport in Pasay over the weekend.

• Trike drivers’ payout in Metro Manila begins tomorrow (2026-03-15 16:00)

Tricycle drivers in Metro Manila will receive cash assistance starting tomorrow, with local
governments ready to distribute the aid, according to Metro Manila Council president Francis
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Zamora.

• NLEX to Novaliches opens by September (2026-03-15 16:00)

Motorists can expect a faster route to Novaliches, Quezon City through the North Luzon
Expressway when the first phase of NLEX Segment 8.2 opens by September.

• P10.2 million worth of shabu seized in 2 drug ops (2026-03-15 09:10)

Agents of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency 9 and policemen seized a total of P10.2
million worth of shabu from three peddlers entrapped in two separate anti-narcotics operations
on Saturday, March 14.

• Son of Romeo Acop wins seat to replace father as Antipolo solon (2026-03-15 03:45)

The son of the late Antipolo 2nd District Romeo Acop has been elected as the district’s new 
representative. 

• Mayon Volcano logs 279 earthquakes (2026-03-15 02:45)

State seismologists at the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (Phivolcs)
recorded more than 270 earthquakes in the Mayon Volcano on Saturday, March 14.

• 1 dead in Maguindanao vehicular mishap (2026-03-14 16:00)

A rider died while his two relatives were injured when their motorcycle crashed into a backhoe
in Datu Unsay, Maguindanao del Sur on Friday.

• P95.2 million shabu seized in Surigao (2026-03-14 16:00)

Shabu with an estimated street value of P95.2 million was seized in an anti-narcotics operation
that also resulted in the arrest of a suspected drug trafficker in Surigao del Norte yesterday.

• 37 arrested for scamming (2026-03-14 16:00)

Thirty-seven employees of a company tagged in scamming activities were arrested in San Pedro,
Laguna on Thursday, according to the National Bureau of Investigation.

• Mass shooting plot foiled (2026-03-14 16:00)

Police have thwarted an alleged plan of a group of students to carry out a mass shooting in a
school in Calabarzon.

• DA bans poultry products from Indiana (2026-03-14 16:00)

A bird flu outbreak in Indiana has prompted the Department of Agriculture to restrict 
importation of poultry products from the US state.

• Baguio temperature drops to 9 degrees Celsius (2026-03-14 16:00)
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A colder than usual morning greeted residents of Baguio City yesterday after the temperature
dropped to nine degrees Celsius.

• 2 nabbed over Cagayan gold buyers’ murder (2026-03-14 16:00)

Two men have been arrested in connection with the murder of three gold buyers in Lal-lo,
Cagayan on Thursday.

• PCP cautions public vs unregistered diabetes drugs (2026-03-14 16:00)

A group of health experts warned the public against the use of drugs being marketed for the
treatment of type 2 diabetes and obesity but are compounded and unregistered with the Food
and Drug Administration.

• Antipolo special election peaceful, orderly – Comelec (2026-03-14 16:00)

No untoward incident was reported during the conduct of a special election in the second
legislative district of Antipolo City yesterday, according to the Commission on Elections.

• Vertical housing eyed for Quezon City fire victims (2026-03-14 16:00)

The Quezon City government The Quezon City government has committed to provide
permanent and dignified housing to thousands of victims in the fire that hit a residential
community along NIA Road in Barangay Pinyahan on March 6.has committed to provide
permanent and dignified housing to thousands of victims in the fire that hit a residential
community along NIA Road in Barangay Pinyahan on March 6.

• Drug den owner killed, 4 busted in Cotabato drug sting (2026-03-14 10:23)

A drug den operator tagged in heinous crimes was killed while four of his accomplices were
arrested by anti-narcotics agents in an entrapment operation on Thursday in Barangay
Nabalawag in Malidegao, Cotabato on Thursday, March 12.

• Fuel-intensive events scrapped in 2026 Zambales mango festival (2026-03-14 10:07)

There will be fewer spectacular shows, but more fun events in this year’s Dinamulag Festival 
here, as the provincial government canceled motor races and other energy-intensive events in 
the annual celebration of Zambales’s most famous agricultural product.

• Tribesman dead, 2 hurt in motorcycle-backhoe collision (2026-03-14 10:00)

A motorist died instantly while his two relatives were injured when the motorcycle they were
riding together wiggled and slammed into a backhoe parked along a highway in Barangay
Maitumaig in Datu Unsay, Maguindanao del Sur on Friday morning, March 13.

• Electric cooperative, consumer group team up for transparency (2026-03-14 09:56)

The Bantay Kuryente Movement and the South Cotabato II Electric Cooperative are
strengthening ties through a partnership aimed at enhancing consumer education and
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transparency in cooperative operations.

• Subic welcomes first cruise ship visit for 2026 (2026-03-14 09:39)

Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority employees and students from local schools welcomed the
cruise liner MS Crystal Symphony early this morning, March 14, buoying hopes for the revival of
Subic as a regular cruise stop in Southeast Asia.

• Mindanao Army earthquake drills capped off with life-saving exercises (2026-03-14 08:40)

Personnel of Army divisions in southern provinces capped off their earthquake drills on
Thursday, March 12, with life-saving exercises as a capability-building preparation for
emergencies that unpredictable tremors can cause.

• Baguio temperature drops to 9 degrees Celsius (2026-03-14 03:23)

Temperature in Baguio City dropped to 9 degrees Celsius at around 5 a.m. on Saturday, March
14, bringing cold and foggy weather to the mountain resort city.

• Shabu dealers operating near schools arrested (2026-03-14 02:57)

 Two men peddling shabu near school campuses in two Central Mindanao cities were arrested 
in separate entrapment operations by agents of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency 12.

• NAIA named among best airports for layover food (2026-03-13 16:00)

The United Kingdom-based Airport Parking and Hotels named the Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport as one of the world’s best layover hubs for food.

• 24 stranded OFWs to arrive at NAIA (2026-03-13 16:00)

Twenty-four overseas Filipino workers stranded in Saudi Arabia amid the conflict in the Middle 
East arrived in Singapore yesterday on a chartered flight, the Philippine embassy in Singapore 
confirmed.

• NUP backs call to probe P1.8 billion DOH procurement (2026-03-13 16:00)

The National Unity Party backed yesterday the call of one of its members, Quezon City 3rd 
District Rep. Franz Pumaren, for the House of Representatives to conduct an investigation into 
the alleged anomalous procurement of mobile primary care facilities or MPCF by the 
Department of Health.

• Court denies Jinggoy bid to produce PDAF records (2026-03-13 16:00)

Sen. Jinggoy Estrada once again failed in his bid to have the Sandiganbayan order the Office of 
the Ombudsman to produce documents on the investigation into the graft cases related to the 
misuse of the Priority Development Assistance Fund or pork barrel of lawmakers.

• Experts: MAIFIP still prone to meddling by politicians (2026-03-13 16:00)
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Despite the issuance of new guidelines for the Medical Assistance for Indigent and Financially
Incapacitated Patients or MAIFIP program of the Department of Health, a network of health
development experts said the DOH program remains prone to meddling by politicians.

• 3 killed over P1.2 million gold deal (2026-03-13 16:00)

Three gold buyers were shot dead by unidentified assailants in Lal-lo, Cagayan on Thursday.

• Non-working holidays declared in 3 cities (2026-03-13 16:00)

Residents in three cities will enjoy special non-working days this month in observance of local
founding and charter anniversaries.

• Worker dies as vessel sinks at Cebu port (2026-03-13 16:00)

A worker died while a crewmember was trapped when a cargo vessel capsized in Naga, Cebu on 
Wednesday.

• Chinese woman hunted over P6.18 billion shabu (2026-03-13 16:00)

A manhunt has been launched for a Chinese woman tagged in the smuggling of shabu with an
estimated street value of P6.18 billion, which was found in the town of Paluan in Occidental
Mindoro this week.

• 450 cops secure Antipolo special polls (2026-03-13 16:00)

Up to 450 police officers backed by force multipliers and members of the military are securing 
today’s special election in the second district of Antipolo City.

• Radio reporter’s arrest over Manila councilor warrant report hit (2026-03-13 00:48)

A radio reporter was arrested over his report on a Manila councilor facing allegations of
lascivious conduct.

• 295 grenades found at terrorist camp (2026-03-12 16:00)

Soldiers recovered 295 hand grenades from an abandoned camp of local terrorist group Dawlah
Islamiya in Marogong, Lanao del Sur on Monday.

• Mayon emits ash anew (2026-03-12 16:00)

Mayon Volcano in Albay yesterday emitted an ash plume that rose 1,500 meters above the
crater, according to the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology.

• Debris warning up as China launches rocket today (2026-03-12 16:00)

Fishermen and crewmembers of vessels transiting in the waters off Basilan, Palawan and Sulu
have been advised to be wary of debris from a rocket that will be launched by the Chinese
government today.
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• P204 million shabu found floating in Mindoro (2026-03-12 16:00)

Another 30 kilos of shabu with an estimated street value of P204 million were found floating in
the waters off Paluan, Occidental Mindoro on Wednesday.

• Ex-Antique governor charged with graft over P531 million project (2026-03-12 16:00)

A former governor of Antique and eight other officials of the provincial government are facing
graft charges over alleged irregularities invoving the construction of the Antique Government
Center worth P531.2 million.

• 4 nabbed over bodies in burning vehicle (2026-03-12 16:00)

Four people have been arrested in connection with the murder of a man and a woman whose 
charred bodies were found in a burning car in Peñaranda, Nueva Ecija on Monday.

• P26.9 million shabu seized at NAIA (2026-03-12 16:00)

An abandoned parcel, which contained nearly four kilos of shabu worth P26.9 million, was
intercepted at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport complex in Pasay City, the Philippine
National Police said.

• Sara condemns unauthorized use of son’s photo (2026-03-12 16:00)

Vice President Sara Duterte condemned the unauthorized use of her minor son’s photograph 
to spread false information.

• Lotto 6/58 pot nears P100 million (2026-03-12 16:00)

The Ultra Lotto 6/58 jackpot is nearing the P100-million mark, having remained elusive to a
jackpot winner for almost two months, the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office said.

• DFA, MIAA, DOH adopt shorter workweek (2026-03-12 16:00)

Following the call of President Marcos for agencies to reduce operational costs amid the
ongoing conflict in the Middle East, the Department of Foreign Affairs-Office of Consular Affairs
nationwide will implement a four-day compressed workweek beginning on Monday, the DFA
said.

• Probe on vs gas stations raising prices 50% above caps (2026-03-12 04:53)

The Department of Energy is investigating about 500 complaints against gas stations for
possible fuel price violations.

• Fishing hub in Lake Lanao aims to boost aquaculture industry, Marawi recovery efforts 
(2026-03-12 03:35)

The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) announced it has commenced work to 
develop an Integrated Cold Hub Complex in Marawi City, aiming to harness the riches of Lake 
Lanao and boost the livelihood of local fishers. 
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• Fuel price hikes seen to hurt MSMEs most (2026-03-12 02:42)

Even small increases in energy and logistics costs can threaten the viability of MSMEs, the
chamber says.

• 4 ex-cops wanted for robbery nabbed (2026-03-11 16:00)

Four of the eight dismissed police officers accused of robbing a retired teacher have been
arrested in Imus, Cavite.

• Final monsoon strength felt tomorrow; cooler weather seen (2026-03-11 16:00)

Strong winds brought by the final strength of the northeast monso

• Comelec ready for Antipolo special polls (2026-03-11 16:00)

Preparations for the conduct of a special election in the second legislative district of Antipolo
City are proceeding smoothly, with no major challenges reported so far, the Commission on
Elections said yesterday.

• Bomb threat disrupts classes in UP-Baguio (2026-03-11 16:00)

A bomb threat disrupted classes at the University of the Philippines in this city yesterday,
prompting students, workers and faculty members to evacuate.

• P5.9 billion shabu found in abandoned boat (2026-03-11 16:00)

Shabu with an estimated street value of P5.9 billion was found in an abandoned speedboat in
Paluan, Occidental Mindoro on Monday, according to the Philippine Army.

• Graft raps filed vs Mindoro lawmaker (2026-03-11 16:00)

A graft complaint has been filed before the Office of the Ombudsman against Rep. Leody
Tarriela of the lone district of Occidental Mindoro for allegedly receiving kickbacks from
contractors of anomalous projects inplemented in the province.

• 5 killed in Cebu road mishaps (2026-03-11 16:00)

Five people were killed while two others were injured in separate collisions involving
motorcycles and wing vans in Cebu on Tuesday.

• Skyway Project 3 done by 2027 – DPWH (2026-03-11 16:00)

After six years of delay, the Metro Manila Skyway Stage 3 Project-Section 2A in Pandacan,
Manila will be completed by the first quarter of 2027, Public Works Secretary Vince Dizon said
yesterday.

• Shorter workweek to reduce traffic congestion – Zamora (2026-03-11 16:00)
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Traffic congestion in Metro Manila will be reduced by the four-day workweek arrangement, San
Juan Mayor Francis Zamora said on Tuesday.

• DILG probes VIP treatment for Revilla (2026-03-11 16:00)

The Department of the Interior and Local Government has launched an investigation into 
allegations that former senator Ramon Revilla Jr. is getting special treatment at the Quezon City 
Jail.

• BARMM peace process takes center stage as Palace expands global partnerships 
(2026-03-11 06:00)

Malacanang has intensified efforts to expand global partnerships as the Office of the Special
Assistant to the President (OSAP), through the Inter-Cabinet Cluster Mechanism on
Normalization (ICCMN), engaged the Philippine Permanent Mission to the United Nations in
New York for coordinated efforts in implementing the Bangsamoro comprehensive agreement
and the peace process.

• 2 bodies found in torched car (2026-03-10 16:00)

Two charred bodies were found in a vehicle torched by unidentified men in Peñaranda, Nueva 
Ecija on Monday.

• Marantan assumes Calabarzon police post (2026-03-10 16:00)

A day after his appointment, Highway Patrol Group  director Brig. Gen. Hanzel Marantan 
yesterday assumed as acting chief of the Calabarzon police.

• Extreme rain, shrinking green spaces blamed for Cebu flooding (2026-03-10 16:00)

Extreme rainfall and fully saturated ground caused the massive flooding during the onslaught of
Typhoon Tino in Central Visayas, particularly in Cebu City last year, according to a study
conducted by the University of the Philippines.

• Mindoro substandard flood control project: Former DPWH execs’ bail pleadings junked 
(2026-03-10 16:00)

The Sandiganbayan has denied the petitions for bail filed by nine former officials of the
Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) in Mimaropa region in connection with a
malversation case involving a P289.5-million substandard flood control project in Oriental
Mindoro.

• Another suspecti n student’s hazing death surrenders (2026-03-10 16:00)

 Another member of the Tau Gamma Phi fraternity has surrendered to police in connection with 
a hazing incident that resulted in the death of a freshman maritime student.

• 90-day suspension of Porac mayor starts (2026-03-10 16:00)
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The mayor of Porac in Pampanga on Monday started serving the 90-day suspension imposed
against him by a local court for allowing the operation of a Philippine offshore gaming operator
or POGO hub in his jurisdiction.

• BOC remits P102 million from Discaya car auctions (2026-03-10 16:00)

Over P102 million collected from the auctions of nine luxury cars of the detained Discaya
contractors have been turned over by the Bureau of Customs (BOC) to the Bureau of the
Treasury.

• Comelec opts out of 4-day workweek (2026-03-10 16:00)

The Commission on Elections will not enforce a four-day workweek, Comelec Chairman George
Garcia announced yesterday.

• More LGUs adopt shorter work days (2026-03-10 16:00)

Following a directive from President Marcos to adopt energy-saving protocols amid soaring oil
prices, several local government units in Metro Manila have implemented a four-day workweek
schedule and other power conservation measures. In Quezon City, the local government said it
would adopt a four-day workweek to conserve energy.

• Jinggoy seeks travel permit; DOJ opposes (2026-03-10 16:00)

Sen. Jinggoy Estrada has asked the Sandiganbayan to allow him to travel abroad despite the 11
graft charges filed against him.

• Another suspect in student’s hazing death surrenders (2026-03-10 16:00)

 Another member of the Tau Gamma Phi fraternity has surrendered to police in connection with 
a hazing incident that resulted in the death of a freshman maritime student.

• 2 estranged Basilan political leaders reunite (2026-03-10 11:14)

Political leaders in the Bangsamoro region welcomed the reconciliation of two influential figures
in Basilan, Gov. Mujiv Hataman and Lamitan City Mayor Roderick Furigay, after their political
differences during the May 12, 2025 elections.

• LGUs adopt 4-day workweek (2026-03-09 16:00)

Beginning yesterday, the provinces of Basilan and Bohol as well as some cities and towns in 
Negros Occidental and Pangasinan adopted a four-day weekly work schedule, in response to 
the national government’s initiative to promote energy efficiency amid rising oil prices due to 
the conflict in the Middle East.

• Bong Go visits, aids fire victims in Davao City (2026-03-09 16:00)

Sen. Bong Go visited families displaced by a fire in Lower Dampa in Barangay Magtuod, Davao
City on Saturday, and distributed relief items and cash aid to 89 families.
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• PSA: Cancel mining exec’s birth certificate (2026-03-09 16:00)

The Philippine Statistics Authority has recommended the cancellation of the birth certificate of
mining executive Joseph Sy after a three-month delay that drew sharp rebukes from lawmakers.

• Marina OKs 20% ferry fare hike (2026-03-09 16:00)

As the crisis in the Middle East continues to affect the supply and price of oil, the Maritime
Industry Authority (Marina) has allowed shipping companies to increase their passenger fare
rates by a maximum of 20 percent.

• 6 Tau Gamma members surrender, charged (2026-03-09 16:00)

Six members of the Tau Gamma Phi fraternity have surrendered to police in connection with 
the hazing that led to the death of 19-year-old maritime student Mark Kenneth Alcedo in Cavite 
on March 1. Interior Secretary Jonvic Remulla said four of the suspects – John Lee Tuliao, Archie 
Rosil, Kenneth Ompod and John Rey Torrecampo – voluntarily surrendered to Cavite police on 
Sunday with the assistance of their lawyers, representatives of the fraternity’s national council 
and police intelligence officers.

• Senate OKs OMB abolition (2026-03-09 16:00)

Recognizing that the era of physical discs has ended, the Senate yesterday passed on third and
final reading a bill abolishing the Optical Media Board.

• Parañaque condo faces probe (2026-03-09 16:00)

Security lapses at a Parañaque condominium will be probed following last week’s shooting 
incident.

• PNP to monitor rallies for Duterte's arrest anniversary (2026-03-09 16:00)

The Philippine National Police  has heightened monitoring in key areas following online calls for 
protest actions, including a motorcade rally expected to pass through EDSA, ahead of planned 
mobilization on March 11 to mark the first anniversary of the arrest and detention of former 
president Rodrigo Duterte.

• Manila,Makati enforce 4-day workweek (2026-03-09 16:00)

As part of national energy-saving efforts, the local governments of Manila and Makati as well as
the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) have implemented a four-day
workweek. Manila city hall employees and MMDA personnel yesterday started working from 7
a.m. to 6 p.m. Workdays are shortened from Monday to Thursday.

• Permanent in-city relocation for Quezon City fire victims eyed (2026-03-09 16:00)

The Quezon City government is considering a permanent in-city relocation for the thousands of
families left homeless in a massive fire along NIA Road in Barangay Pinyahan last week.
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• Army intervenes to de-escalate clash between rival Moro groups (2026-03-09 09:45)

Guns have been silent for two days along the border of Nabalawag and Midsayap towns in
Cotabato, the site of deadly clashes last week between heavily armed Moro groups vying for
control of strategic areas.

• Socio-economic programs for MILF camps pushed (2026-03-09 09:00)

The Office of the Special Assistant to the President (OSAP) is advancing coordination efforts to 
support socio-economic assistance in BARMM under Malacanang's normalization program.

• PAF restructures reserve force (2026-03-09 05:00)

The Philippine Air Force (PAF) has reorganized its reserve force as part of a major
transformation aimed at implementing a Total Defense Force development concept.

Source: Philippine Daily Inquirer

• WATCH: DOE briefing on energy supply, fuel prices amid Mideast tensions (2026-03-16 
13:38)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Energy (DOE) holds a press briefing Monday to
provide updates on the country’s energy supply situation, fuel price movements, and
government measures as the Philippines and the rest of the world face uncertainty due to the
continuing conflict in the Middle East. Government officials said the agency continues to

• Fire breaks out at Regional Center Site in Pagadian City (2026-03-16 13:30)

PAGADIAN CITY, Zamboanga del Sur – A fire erupted Monday morning inside the Regional 
Center Site in Barangay Balintawak, right beside the Bureau of Treasury building, prompting 
residents and nearby workers to rush to the scene. Witnesses said individuals from a food stall 
located directly beside the burning house immediately threw buckets of water while

• Tulfo hits PTAs’ lack of focus on school anti-bullying drive (2026-03-16 13:23)

MANILA, Philippines – Sen. Raffy Tulfo expressed on Monday his qualms against parent-teacher
associations (PTA) in schools, citing their misplaced priority on projects instead of focusing on
bullying among students. Tulfo made the remark amid the Senate Commission on Basic
Education Hearing on the expansion of the Anti-Bullying Act. “Ako mainit ang ulo ko diyan

• Ex-cop killed in Manila; mayor offers cash, witness protection to driver (2026-03-16 13:20)

MANILA, Philippines — A retired police officer was shot dead in Manila, prompting Mayor
Francisco “Isko Moreno” Domagoso on Monday to offer a P500,000 cash reward, not to
informants, but to the driver of the motorcycle for him to surrender and stand witness against
his companion – the gunman. Identified as George Capistrano, the former
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• Ombudsman: Villanueva’s flood mess case now in ‘advanced stage’ (2026-03-16 
13:18)

MANILA, Philippines — The case of Sen. Joel Villanueva being investigated by the Department of
Justice (DOJ) is now in “an advanced stage,” Assistant Ombudsman Mico Clavano said on
Monday. Villanueva faces charges in violation of the Anti-Graft Law, malversation of public
funds through falsification of public documents, direct bribery, corruption of public officials, and

• PNP to deploy nearly 55,000 cops nationwide for Holy Week, summer (2026-03-16 13:09)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine National Police (PNP) will dispatch nearly 55,000
personnel nationwide as part of its security preparations for the Ligtas Summer Vacation
(SUMVAC) 2026. This deployment is for the safety of the travelers and residents during the Holy
Week and the peak summer travel season. A total of 54,989 personnel will be mobilized
nationwide

• Inflation, corruption are top concerns of Filipinos, survey says (2026-03-16 13:07)

MANILA, Philippines — Curbing inflation and fighting graft and corruption in government are 
the Filipinos’ top national concerns for the first quarter of 2026, according to Pulse Asia 
Research’s Ulat ng Bayan survey released on Monday. The survey showed that 59 percent of 
Filipinos want the administration to control inflation, while 47 percent want corruption

• PNP to parents: Keep kids away from online games that ‘encourage violence’ 
(2026-03-16 12:15)

(Trigger warning: Mentions of violence and suicide) MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine
National Police (PNP) warned parents to keep children away from online games that
“encourage violence.” The caution comes after seven teens in Calabarzon were turned over
to social workers after engaging in online discussions involving a mass shooting. “We have to
work together

• A mom’s quest for justice for bullied son who jumped off school building (2026-03-16 
12:02)

Candles are lit and offered on the spot where ‘Totoy’ landed after jumping from the fourth 
floor of a school building in Quezon City. (Contributed photo) Trigger warning: Mentions of 
suicide MANILA, Philippines — Nene remembers her 15-year-old son, Totoy (names withheld 
for privacy), as a friendly, generous and studious kid who managed his seizure

• Marcos ratings improve, VP Duterte rises in latest Pulse Asia poll (2026-03-16 12:00)

MANILA, Philippines — Nearly half of Filipinos expressed disapproval and distrust in the 
performance of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., while Vice President Sara Duterte enjoyed 
better approval and trust ratings in Pulse Asia Research’s 1st Quarter Ulat ng Bayan Survey 
released on Monday. However, Marcos’ disapproval rating went down by three percentage 
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points in the new

• LOOK: Where tricycle drivers in NCR can claim P5,000 DSWD aid (2026-03-16 11:46)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) will
simultaneously distribute P5,000 cash assistance to tricycle drivers in 30 identified sites across
the National Capital Region (NCR) starting Tuesday, March 17. DSWD Secretary Rex Gatchalian
and Transportation Secretary Giovanni Lopez presented the list of payout sites during a joint
press conference

• School bullying affects students’ test scores, says Edcom II (2026-03-16 11:40)

MANILA, Philippines – Exposure to bullying affects the test scores of learners, the Second
Congressional Commission on Education (Edcom II) reported on Monday. During the Senate
Commission on Basic Education hearing on the Anti-Bullying Act, Edcom II Technical Specialist
for Basic Education Riz Comia presented the effects of bullying on learning. “[Bullying] is a
direct

• Soldiers recover decomposing body of NPA leader after Samar clash (2026-03-16 11:20)

TACLOBAN CITY — Government troops discovered the decomposing body of a suspected New
People’s Army (NPA) leader following an armed encounter in Hinabangan, Samar, last Friday,
March 14. Soldiers from the 63rd Infantry Battalion found the remains between Barangays
Cabalagnan and Tabay while pursuing two fleeing members of the Sub-Regional Committee
(SRC) Sesame, according to

• LOOK: Marcos visits Marcelo Fernan-Polambato Elementary School in Cebu (2026-03-16 
10:58)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Monday led the turnover and
inspection of the Learning Continuity Space (LCS) and the rollout of the YAKAP at Kalinga
Caravan at Marcelo B. Fernan-Polambato Elementary School in Bogo City, Cebu. These
initiatives support learning continuity and provide primary healthcare services to students and
teachers following the

• Mayon volcano activity intensifies with 539 quakes in 24 hours (2026-03-16 10:35)

LEGAZPI CITY — The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (Phivolcs) on Monday
recorded the highest number of volcanic earthquakes since the latest unrest of Mayon Volcano
began on Jan. 6, prompting authorities to maintain Alert Level 3 over the volcano. In its latest
bulletin, Phivolcs reported 539 volcanic earthquakes in the past 24 hours,

• Why Philippine fisheries keep losing 45 million kilos of fish a year (2026-03-16 10:29)

(First of two parts) MANILA, Philippines — For generations, Filipino fishers measured
abundance by instinct: the weight of a net, the distance they had to travel, the hours it took
before a boat came home full. Long before scientists put numbers to it, many already knew
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something was wrong. Now, data is catching up. A

• Morning chills in Baguio linger at 10°C (2026-03-16 10:26)

BAGUIO CITY — Residents and tourists in this city woke up to a crisp morning on Monday as 
temperatures hovered around 10°C at 5 a.m., slightly warmer than the 9.4°C recorded the 
previous day. Locals described the cool breeze as unusually brisk for this time of year.  READ: 
Pagasa records coldest day so far in

• Eastern Samar gov’t starts 4-day workweek (2026-03-16 10:08)

TACLOBAN CITY — The provincial government of Eastern Samar will begin implementing a
compressed four-day on-site workweek in provincial offices starting Monday, following an
executive order issued by Gov. Ralph Vincent Evardone. The directive, contained in Executive
Order No. RVE-2026-03-014, adopts energy conservation measures and introduces a revised
work schedule for provincial government employees while

• Clavano: All lawmakers-contractors in flood mess should face graft (2026-03-16 10:01)

MANILA, Philippines — Cases should be filed against all lawmakers who are contractors and are 
involved in controversial flood control projects for possible graft and conflict of interest 
violations, according to Assistant Ombudsman Mico Clavano. Clavano said the issue involves a 
growing number of contractors entering party-list positions in Congress, noting that the law 
prohibits contractors

• Piston to hold transport strike beginning on Thursday (March 19) (2026-03-16 09:50)

MANILA, Philippines — Transport group Piston will hold a transport strike starting Thursday,
March 19, to protest the continuous oil price hikes amid tensions in the Middle East. Piston
National President Mody Floranda announced this in a press conference at Welcome Rotonda in
Quezon City on Tuesday. READ: Next week’s spike may push diesel to

• 14-year-old girl reported missing in Puerto Galera (2026-03-16 09:41)

CITY OF CALAPAN, Oriental Mindoro — A 14-year-old girl from Puerto Galera has been reported
missing after failing to return home on Sunday morning, authorities said. According to the
municipal government, Kate Nicole Visaya, a Grade 9 student and resident of Barangay
Balatero, was last seen on Sunday at around 8 a.m. after leaving home to

• Kanlaon eruption triggers forest fires; ashfall hits 11 LGUs (2026-03-16 09:22)

BACOLOD CITY—Forest fires broke out on the slopes of Kanlaon Volcano following a moderately
explosive eruption at 6:07 p.m. on Sunday, the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and
Seismology (Phivolcs) reported. Ashfall and in some areas a strong sulfuric odor affected 54
barangays across 10 local government units (LGUs) in Negros Occidental: Binalbagan, La
Castellana, Moises
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• ‘Cool’ amihan’s effect in PH may last until Wednesday (2026-03-16 07:35)

MANILA, Philippines — The northeast monsoon, locally known as amihan, is expected to last in 
the country until Wednesday, March 18, the state weather bureau reported on Monday. 
According to the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration 
(Pagasa), the effects of the amihan are already decreasing and may dissipate by Thursday. “By 
Thursday, we

• OIL PRICE WATCH as of March 16, 2026 (2026-03-16 07:33)

Motorists are seen to experience a new round of major oil price increases this week because of 
the impact of the Middle East war. Industry estimates indicate that the adjustments can reach 
up to P22.30 per liter.  The Inquirer team gathered prevailing oil prices in Metro Manila and 
other parts of the country as of

• Endangered freshwater turtle rescued in Apayao River (2026-03-16 06:59)

PUDTOL, Apayao — A critically endangered freshwater turtle is being rehabilitated by the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) – Community Environment and
Natural Resources Office (CENRO) in Calanasan after it was rescued in Barangay Capanikkian
here Thursday. Known as the Cantor’s giant softshell turtle or frog-faced soft-shelled turtle,
the rescued turtle weighs 10

• PNP probes sudden closure of gas stations amid price hikes (2026-03-16 05:45)

MANILA, Philippines — In an effort to protect consumers from hoarding and profiteering, the
Philippine National Police (PNP) has stepped up its monitoring of gas stations that abruptly
stopped operating as fuel prices continue to surge. “We in the PNP fully understand the
situation that gas station owners face amid the challenges brought by the

• DOTr: No basis for safety claims of lawmaker, MRT 3 employees (2026-03-16 05:30)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Transportation (DOTr) on Sunday disputed claims
that the Metro Manila Rail Transit 3 (MRT 3) has become unsafe, as alleged by the train line’s
employees’ association and the freshman party list congressman who is championing the
union’s claims. “Now that the price of crude oil is rising, commuters and

• Teen pregnancies on the rise again (2026-03-16 05:25)

MANILA, Philippines — The Commission on Population and Development (CPD) expressed
alarm over the renewed increase in the number of children aged 10 to 14 years old who are
getting pregnant and giving birth, urging lawmakers to immediately pass the Adolescent
Pregnancy Prevention bill. “As the country observes National Women’s Month, the
Philippines is facing

• Higher biodiesel blend of 7% pushed amid surging oil prices (2026-03-16 05:15)
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MANILA, Philippines — Biodiesel producers said they are ready to pump up the biodiesel blend
to 7 percent to help shield Filipinos from further spikes in imported fuel prices due to the
Middle East war. The Philippine Biodiesel Association (TPBA) said Republic Act No. 9367 or the
Biofuels Act of 2006 “remains the country’s most

• PUV fare hikes in Metro Manila set Tuesday (2026-03-16 05:10)

MANILA, Philippines — The Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) has
approved fare increases for passenger jeepneys and buses in Metro Manila to provide a lifeline
to drivers reeling from the ever-rising price of diesel, which is expected to breach the P100 per
liter mark this week. In an interview with dzRH on Sunday,

• Faster impeachment seen without VP Sara Duterte response (2026-03-16 05:05)

MANILA, Philippines — The impeachment proceedings against Vice President Sara Duterte may
be expedited by the House committee on justice if she does not answer the complaints by
Monday, Bicol Saro party-list Rep. Terry Ridon said. Duterte was given 10 days to provide a reply
shortly after two impeachment complaints against her were deemed sufficient

• Cagayan Valley farms reel from dry spell (2026-03-16 04:40)

SAN PABLO, ISABELA, Philippines — Farmers across Cagayan Valley are grappling with the early
onset of the dry season, as prolonged lack of rainfall since last month c Manuel Dayag, 50, a
farmer from Cabagan town, said his cornfields are already drying up despite not yet reaching
harvest. READ: DA allots P300M for climate-resilient crop

• Fuel price surge halts fishing in Misamis Oriental town (2026-03-16 04:35)

OPOL, MISAMIS ORIENTAL, Philippines — Rising fuel costs triggered by escalating tensions in
the Middle East are beginning to hit the small fishing village of Luyongbonbon here, where local
fishers are now forced to keep their boats anchored and rethink how to support their families.
Village chief Jerry Jacalan and fishing boat owner Cecilia Baculio

• 2 trafficked girls reunited with family in Maguindanao del Sur (2026-03-15 22:42)

COTABATO CITY, BARMM, Philippines — The Ministry of Social Services and Development in the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (MSSD-BARMM) today said it had
facilitated the reunion of two girls with their families in Maguindanao del Sur after being
rescued from the clutches of trafficking operators. According to Jan Michella Agata, focal person
of

• March 15 PCSO draw: No jackpot winners in Ultra, Super Lotto (2026-03-15 22:28)

MANILA, Philippines — No bettor won the jackpot prizes for Ultra Lotto 6/58 and Super Lotto
6/49 in Sunday’s draw, according to the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office. PCSO said the
winning combination for Ultra Lotto 6/58 was 51-54-37-36-42-57, with the jackpot reaching
P96.53 million. No ticket matched all six numbers. Super Lotto 6/49 yielded 23-09-25-32-22-24
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• 8 drug suspects busted in Zamboanga City and Lanao del Norte operations (2026-03-15 
22:04)

PAGADIAN CITY, Zamboanga del Sur – Operatives of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency in 
Region 9 (PDEA-9) and local police units arrested eight suspects and confiscated around P13.6 
million worth of suspected shabu in three separate operations in Zamboanga City and Lanao 
del Norte on Saturday. In Zamboanga City, the operatives arrested a male suspect

• Subpoenas on Sara Duterte, husband’s tax, business records eyed (2026-03-15 21:29)

MANILA, Philippines — Subpoenas may be issued on the income tax returns and business
records of Vice President Sara Duterte, as well as her husband, lawyer Manases Carpio, Bicol
Saro party-list Rep. Terry Ridon on Sunday, to explain what he described as an alleged
P50-million gap between Duterte’s cumulative government salary and her declared net

• House on track for approval of Ledac priority measures (2026-03-15 21:29)

MANILA, Philippines — The House of Representatives is on track to pass priority measures
under the Legislative-Executive Development Advisory Council (Ledac) Common Legislative
Agenda with 4 out of 52 bills set for approval in the coming days. House Majority Leader Sandro
Marcos, in a statement, said a total of 17 measures, are targeted to become

• LTFRB approves provisional fare hike for provincial buses (2026-03-15 18:51)

MANILA, Philippines—The Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) has
announced the implementation of a provisional fare increase for provincial buses beginning
this Saturday, March 14. In a statement on Saturday, the agency said it has released an updated
fare guide for provincial public utility buses (PUBs) after a provisional fare increase was
approved through

• Kanlaon Volcano logs moderate explosive eruption (2026-03-15 18:47)

MANILA, Philippines – Kanlaon Volcano in Negros Island had an moderate explosive eruption
on Sunday evening, its third this year, the Philippine Institute of Seismology and Volcanology
(Phivolcs) said. According to Phivolcs in a statement, the eruption occurred at the summit of the
volcano at exactly 06:07 p.m. READ: Kanlaon Volcano erupts anew The eruption

• Groups asked to re-register for first parliamentary polls in BARMM (2026-03-15 18:32)

COTABATO CITY – The Office of Settler Communities (OSC) in the Bangsamoro on Sunday issued 
an urgent call to all settler communities’ organizations to immediately secure their mandatory 
sectoral certification to participate in this year’s parliamentary elections. Dr. Susana Anayatin, 
executive director of OSC, an agency under the Office of the Chief Minister (OCM) of

• Officials looking into complaints vs district hospital in N. Samar town (2026-03-15 17:02)
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TACLOBAN CITY — Local and provincial officials are looking into the complaints of residents
over the quality of patient care at a district hospital in Laoang, Northern Samar. Mayor Charlene
Ongchuan said that while the district hospital Dr. Gregorio B. Tan Memorial Hospital (GBTMH)
was not directly under the municipal government’s jurisdiction, she could not

• Business groups, farmers hail gov’t crackdown on illicit tobacco trade (2026-03-15 16:48)

MANILA, Philippines – Several business and agriculture groups have welcomed the 
government’s intensified crackdown on illicit tobacco manufacturing and smuggling, citing the 
efforts of the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) under Secretary Jonvic 
Remulla. The Federation of Free Farmers (FFF), the Federation of Philippine Industries (FPI), and 
the British Chamber of Commerce

• Eastern Samar cop relieved from post over gun incident, probe underway (2026-03-15 
16:15)

TACLOBAN CITY — A police corporal from the Can-avid, Eastern Samar police station has been
relieved from his post after he reportedly displayed his service firearm before a cashier of a
local resort Saturday night. The Can-avid municipal police station (MPS) issued a statement on
Sunday, March 15, saying it started investigating the incident circulating

• La Union town defends cement plant amid hazardous waste allegation (2026-03-15 16:07)

CALASIAO, Pangasinan – The local government unit (LGU) of Bacnotan in La Union has defended
a cement plant in the town following an allegation that it was dumping hazardous waste in the
mountainous areas of the villages of Ubbog and Paagan. In a statement posted on social media
early this week, the LGU said a

• Protect rights of arrested doctor – Cordillera health group (2026-03-15 15:29)

BAGUIO CITY — A regional health organization has called on authorities to respect the rights
and dignity of Dr. Ana Marie Rilloraza, one of 10 individuals arrested in two separate police and
military operations on March 11. The Community Health, Education, Services and Training in the
Cordillera Region (CHESTCORE) urged authorities to ensure humane treatment

• PNP tightens monitoring of gas stations over sudden closures (2026-03-15 15:06)

MANILA, Philippines—The Philippine National Police (PNP) has intensified its monitoring of gas
stations that suddenly halted operations amid soaring oil prices, driven by the ongoing Middle
East conflict. This move follows complaints from motorists and netizens about unannounced
closures. Police chiefs have been instructed to coordinate with local government units and the
Department of Energy

• Temporary ‘holiday jobs’ led to spike in unemployment rate – Dole (2026-03-15 14:43)

MANILA, Philippines – The 5.8 percent unemployment rate for January 2026 was due to workers
transitioning out of holiday-related jobs, the Department of Labor and Employment (Dole) said.
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This came after the employment dropped by 1.489 million from December 2025 to
January2026. Annually, employment declined from 48.89 million in 2025 to 47.94 million in

• Rep. Leviste buys Germany house where Rizal once lived, wrote ‘Noli’ (2026-03-15 
14:25)

MANILA, Philippines — Batangas 1st District Rep. Leandro Leviste has purchased the house in
Germany where national hero Jose Rizal finished his novel, Noli Me Tangere, the lawmaker’s
office said Sunday. According to Leviste’s office in a Facebook post, the lawmaker bought the
house in Wilhelmsfeld, Germany to preserve the property and promote Philippine history.

• DOTr downplays solon, train staff’s views MRT-3 operations are ‘unsafe’ (2026-03-15 
13:43)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Transportation (DOTr) on Sunday rejected the
allegations of Kamanggagawa party-list Rep. Eli San Fernando and some train employees, who
had said that the Metro Rail Transit 3 (MRT-3) is operating under risky conditions. “The DOTr
assures the public that MRT-3 remains safe for all passengers, contrary to their claim

• 2 suspects nabbed in slaying of 3 Maranaos in Cagayan (2026-03-15 13:15)

TUGUEGARAO CITY — Two men allegedly involved in the killing of three Maranaos during a
botched P1.2-million gold sale were arrested in a police pursuit operation in Barangay San Juan,
Buguey, Cagayan, on Friday, March 13, at around 3 p.m. Police Captain Sheila Joy Fronda,
spokesperson for Cagayan police, identified the suspects as alias Fred,

• Ormoc house fire kills father, son; both were persons with disabilities (2026-03-15 13:05)

TACLOBAN CITY — A 90-year-old man and his 48-year-old son, both persons with disabilities
(PWDs), died when a fire razed their home Saturday afternoon, March 14, in Barangay Linao,
Ormoc City, Leyte, authorities reported. The victims were identified by their aliases – “Lino,” a
widower, and his son “Jojo,” both residents of the village. Ormoc

• PNP is ‘more aggressive’now against street crimes – chief (2026-03-15 12:58)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine National Police (PNP) on Sunday said it has undertaken a
“more aggressive stance” against crimes in the streets following the killing of three mobile
phone technicians in Cagayan. The PNP released a statement after reporting that two suspects
in the slay had been apprehended. READ: 2 suspects in killing of

• Injured bird Brahminy kite finds sanctuary at Pagbilao, Quezon church (2026-03-15 12:50)

LUCENA CITY — A bird of prey called Brahminy kite (Haliastur indus) that was nursed back to
health by church workers and a parish priest has seemingly chosen a Catholic church in
Pagbilao, Quezon, as its permanent sanctuary. “We released it and watched it fly away, but it
returned and refused to leave,” said parish
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• Impeachment to go faster if Duterte won’t respond to complaints – solon (2026-03-15 
12:29)

MANILA, Philippines — The impeachment proceedings against Vice President Sara Duterte may
be expedited by the House Committee on Justice if she does not answer the complaints by
Monday, Bicol Saro party-list Rep. Terry Ridon said. Duterte was given 10 days to provide a reply
shortly after two impeachment complaints against her were deemed sufficient

• Police probe into fire that razed 6 houses in Antipolo City Saturday (2026-03-15 11:18)

LUCENA CITY — Police are conducting an investigation into the fire that swept through
Barangay Mambugan in Antipolo City, Rizal, on Saturday, March 14. The blaze destroyed six
houses. According to a report from Police Region 4A released on Sunday, the incident broke out
around 3:45 p.m. and was brought under control by firefighters approximately

• Weekend cold snap stays in Baguio City as temperature lingers at 9.4 °C (2026-03-15 10:21)

BAGUIO CITY — The cool spell goes on in Baguio over the weekend, with temperatures
registering at 9.4 degrees Celsius on Sunday (March 15) after hitting 9°C on Saturday. The
weather information comes from the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration (Pagasa). The weekend cold was driven by the northeast monsoon,
bringing chilly winds

• Oriental Mindoro Provincial Board urges suspension of ships’ fare hikes (2026-03-15 
09:54)

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro — The Sangguniang Panlalawigan (SP) or Provincial Board has
called on the Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) to immediately suspend its advisory
allowing shipping operators to raise fares by up to 20 percent on the Batangas–Calapan route.
The council said the suspension should be in effect pending public consultation and review. The

• Another Acop takes Antipolo seat in House – Comelec (2026-03-15 08:06)

MANILA, Philippines — Philip Conrad Acop was proclaimed on Sunday as the new second
district representative of Antipolo, Rizal, succeeding his late father, Romeo Acop. The younger
Acop obtained 60,051 of 82,796 votes during the district’s special polls on Saturday, the
Commission on Elections (Comelec) reported. Romeo Acop, the former congressman of the
same district,

• Rebuilding Lake Lanao’s fishing economy, but at what ecological cost? (2026-03-15 08:00)

MANILA, Philippines—The national government has begun work on a P534.7-million fishing hub
in Marawi City, a project officials say could help unlock the economic potential of Lake Lanao
while supporting the city’s long-term recovery. The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) said it has begun developing an Integrated Cold Hub Complex to strengthen aquaculture

• Cold weather prevails in most of PH due to amihan – Pagasa (2026-03-15 07:40)

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195965/impeachment-to-proceed-faster-if-vp-does-not-respond-to-complaints-solon
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195947/police-probe-into-fire-that-razed-6-houses-in-antipolo-city-saturday
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195933/weekend-cold-snap-stays-in-baguio-city-as-temperature-lingers-at-9-4-c
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195926/oriental-mindoro-provincial-board-urges-suspension-of-ships-fare-hikes
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195910/another-acop-takes-antipolo-seat-in-house-comelec
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195691/rebuilding-lake-lanaos-fishing-economy-but-at-what-ecological-cost
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195906/cold-weather-prevails-in-most-of-ph-due-to-amihan-pagasa


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 52 — 2026-03-16

MANILA, Philippines — Most of the country will experience cold weather on Sunday due to the 
northeast monsoon, or “amihan,” the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration (Pagasa) said. “We will experience cold weather today because of the 
northeast monsoon. Currently, the amihan is affecting a large part of our country,” Pagasa 
weather specialist

• OIL PRICE WATCH as of March 15, 2026 (2026-03-15 07:26)

MANILA, Philippines — There will be no break from soaring fuel prices this coming week. An
industry source told the Inquirer that the per-liter price of diesel may surge by P19.30 to P22.30
starting March 17 while gasoline prices may also rise by P14 to P17 a liter. Fuel prices
monitored by the Department of

• Away from war: Government-set flights bring Filipinos home (2026-03-15 05:48)

MANILA, Philippines — The government on Saturday flew 442 Filipinos—about half of them
migrant workers—out of the Middle East, where more than a week of bombardments of Iran by
Israel and the United States and retaliatory strikes by Tehran have killed more than 2,100
people. More than 700 Filipinos who sought assistance to leave the

• Higher biodiesel blend pushed to ease oil price crunch (2026-03-15 05:44)

MANILA, Philippines — A committee under the Philippine Council for Agriculture and Fisheries
(PCAF) is pushing for a higher biodiesel blend that could improve vehicle mileage and cushion
the impact of surging fuel prices amid the ongoing war in the Middle East. The PCAF’s National
Sectoral Committee (NSC) on Coconut has approved a manifesto supporting

• When the drug war ‘Pieta’ reached The Hague (2026-03-15 05:42)

THE HAGUE, The Netherlands — Eyes at the public gallery of the International Criminal Court
(ICC) immediately turned to Filipino photojournalist Raffy Lerma. It was the first day of former
President Rodrigo Duterte’s confirmation of charges hearing at the ICC. In his opening
statement, Deputy Prosecutor Mame Mandiaye Niang flashed the image of a male

• Pagasa records coldest day so far in 2026: 9 degrees Celsius in Baguio (2026-03-15 05:40)

BAGUIO CITY, Philippines — The temperature in this city dropped to 9 degrees Celsius at 5 a.m.
on Saturday, the lowest temperature recorded in the country so far this year. The Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) said the unusually
low temperature was caused by prevailing cold winds and seasonal weather patterns, especially

• DTI warns hoarders, profiteers of penalties (2026-03-15 05:38)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) on Saturday warned
retailers against hoarding essential goods and profiteering, saying violators could face up to 15
years in prison and fines of up to P2 million. This warning comes as global uncertainty linked to
the ongoing Middle East crisis heightens concerns about potential supply
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• Evidence vs VP Sara Duterte ‘essentially complete,’ House official says (2026-03-15 
05:36)

MANILA, Philippines — The impeachment proceedings against Vice President Sara Duterte can
proceed with sufficient evidence even if potential prosecutors of the House of Representatives
sought more documentary evidence, a move that Duterte derided as a “fishing expedition.”
“A fishing expedition presupposes an absolute absence of documentation before proceeding
with any impeachment. It’s not true

• Government cuts airport, passenger fees (2026-03-15 05:34)

MANILA, Philippines — Acting Transportation Secretary Giovanni Lopez has ordered a reduction
in passenger service charges and airport navigation charges to reduce the operating costs of
airlines amid rising fuel prices. Lopez said he ordered the Civil Aviation Authority of the
Philippines (CAAP), and it will be applicable to all CAAP-operated airports in the country.

• School catering to poor youths upgrades campus for digital future (2026-03-15 05:32)

CAVITE, Philippines — The Sisters of Mary School in Silang, Cavite, a decades-old institution
dedicated to providing opportunities for disadvantaged youths, has opened a new facility for
digital and technical courses as well as other campus activities and community events. The
Sisters of Mary of Banneux congregation and Fr. Al’s Children Foundation on Saturday
inaugurated

• Ombudsman using AI to vet ICI’s ‘mega boxes of data’ (2026-03-15 05:30)

MANILA, Philippines — As many as “200 mega boxes of data” gathered by the Independent
Commission for Infrastructure (ICI) will be examined by the Office of the Ombudsman using
artificial intelligence (AI), Ombudsman Jesus Crispin Remulla said on Friday after the ICI
completed the turnover of of the documents to his agency. This means not

• Tourism, conservation meet in Masbate’s Manta Bowl (2026-03-15 05:17)

LEGAZPI CITY, ALBAY, Philippines — When Rico Calleja slips beneath the waters off Ticao Island
in Masbate province, he knows there is always a chance of a breathtaking encounter. For the
diving instructor, each descent into the sea near the famed Manta Bowl brings the possibility of
seeing one of the ocean’s most graceful giants—the

• This week’s milestones: March 15 to March 21 (2026-03-15 05:15)

March 18, 1901 The province of Masbate was officially created by virtue of the Philippine
Commission Act No. 105. This significant event later served as the basis for the declaration of
March 18 of each year as the foundation day of the province. Today, Masbate is a first-class
province in the Bicol Region, recognized as

• P95M worth of shabu seized at Surigao port; suspect arrested (2026-03-14 23:29)
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SAN FRANCISCO , AGUSAN DEL SUR, Philippines — Authorities seized about P95.2 million worth
of suspected meth and arrested a man during an anti-illegal drug operation at a port in Surigao
City on Saturday, March 14, police said. Operatives from the Philippine National Police in the
Caraga region, together with the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency

• Quezon governor urges LGUs to monitor prices amid profiteering reports (2026-03-14 
23:16)

LUCENA CITY, QUEZON, Philippines — Quezon Gov. Angelina Tan on Friday urged all local
government units in the province to activate their respective Local Price Monitoring
Coordinating Councils (LPMCC) following the recent increase in the prices of basic goods driven
by rising fuel costs linked to the Middle East crisis. In Memorandum Circular No. 015,

• NBI cracking down on online child sexual abuse in Zambales (2026-03-14 23:02)

SAN ANTONIO, ZAMBALES, Philippines — Agents of the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI)
arrested a suspect in Subic town, following a report which indicated that an individual in the
country was allegedly transmitting sexually exploitative content involving minors to recipients in
the United States. The operation, announced by the NBI on Saturday, March 14, was

• March 14 draw: No winner in PCSO’s Grand Lotto 6/55 jackpot (2026-03-14 22:44)

MANILA, Philippines — No bettor won the Grand Lotto 6/55 jackpot in Saturday’s draw,
according to the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office. March 14, 2026, falls on a Saturday.
PCSO said the winning combination for Grand Lotto 6/55 was 24-33-48-42-05-22. No ticket
holder matched all six numbers to claim the P45 million jackpot. In Lotto 6/42,

• BIR-Bukidnon assures continuous services amid hybrid workweek (2026-03-14 21:43)

MALAYBALAY CITY, Bukidnon — Frontline services at the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR)
Revenue District Office No. 99 in Bukidnon will remain available from Monday to Friday even
with the implementation of the four-day workweek as part of efforts to conserve energy amid
rising global oil prices. The setup is implemented pursuant to Revenue Memorandum

• Cebu taps private sector to run flagship tour program (2026-03-14 21:29)

TAGBILARAN CITY. Bohol— The Cebu provincial government has turned over the 
implementation of the long-running tourism caravan “Suroy-Suroy Sugbo” (Wander Around 
Cebu) to the private sector to strengthen partnerships with tourism stakeholders. Gov. Pamela 
Baricuatro announced the move during the opening ceremony of the 11th International Travel 
Festival 2026 on Friday, March 13, at the

• 11 Chinese nationals nabbed for illegal lead recycling in Pampanga (2026-03-14 21:19)

ANGELES CITY, Pampanga— Police arrested eleven Chinese nationals for illegal recycling and
processing of lead automotive batteries during a raid at an industrial compound in San Simon,
Pampanga. In a statement on Friday, the Criminal Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG)

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195778/quezon-governor-urges-lgus-to-monitor-prices-amid-profiteering-reports
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195776/nbi-cracking-down-on-online-child-sexual-abuse-in-zambales
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195780/march-14-draw-no-winner-in-pcsos-grand-lotto-6-55-jackpot
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195752/bir-bukidnon-assures-continuous-services-amid-hybrid-workweek
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195750/cebu-taps-private-sector-to-run-flagship-tour-program
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195746/11-chinese-nationals-nabbed-for-illegal-lead-recycling-in-pampanga


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 55 — 2026-03-16

said some P19.5 million worth of recycled lead products and related hazardous materials
werefound

• Sea travel resumes in northern Quezon, gale warning lifted (2026-03-14 21:07)

LUCENA CITY, Quezon – Sea travel in northern Quezon resumed on Saturday afternoon, March 
14, after the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration 
(Pagasa) lifted the gale warning in the area. The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) station in Real 
town, in a public advisory, said it lifted the sea travel ban following Pagasa’s 5

• Agusan del Sur imposes 30 liters weekly fuel cap on gov’t vehicles (2026-03-14 20:13)

PROSPERIDAD, Agusan del Sur — Government vehicles in Agusan del Sur will now operate
under a strict weekly fuel cap as provincial officials move to cut consumption amid rising global
oil prices and possible supply constraints. In Memorandum Order No. 89 issued on March 11,
Gov. Santiago B. Cane Jr. directed all offices under the

• Development, promotion of Eastern Samar’s Maharlika Falls pushed (2026-03-14 20:06)

TACLOBAN CITY- A House of Representatives bill is seeking to declare a scenic, hidden waterfalls
in Eastern Samar as among the priority sites for development by the Department of Tourism
(DOT). House Bill No. 7692, authored by Eastern Samar Rep. Christopher Sheen Gonzales and
4Ps Partylist Rep. Marcelino Libanan, who is from the province, seeks

• VP Sara Duterte must explain ‘gap’ in SALN – Ridon (2026-03-14 19:56)

MANILA, Philippines – Vice President Sara Duterte must explain the P50 million “gap” in her 
statement of assets, liabilities and net worth (SALN) during the impeachment proceedings, Bicol 
Saro party-list Rep. Terry Ridon said on Saturday. Ridon explained that the SALNs of the vice 
president from 2007 to 2024 showed discrepancies, saying that the cumulative

• DLPC – Nordeco dispute over Samal power distribution continues (2026-03-14 19:48)

SAN FRANCISCO, Agusan del Sur — The Davao Light and Power Company (DLPC) and the
Northern Davao Electric Cooperative (Nordeco )have traded claims over who has the legal
authority to distribute electricity in the Island Garden City of Samal (Igacos), with both sides
citing laws, court rulings and pending legal motions to support their positions.

• Legarda bats for VAT exemption of basic goods, services, medical needs (2026-03-14 19:11)

MANILA, Philippines – Senator Loren Legarda filed two bills to lower prices on basic goods and 
services while expanding value-added tax (VAT) exemptions for essential necessities medicines 
and medical services. These measures represent concrete steps toward a more progressive 
national VAT system, easing the burden on low-income households. “The measures will 
immediately provide relief to

• Comelec eyes Sunday proclamation of Antipolo special polls winner (2026-03-14 19:11)
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Screengrab from Comelec / Facebook MANILA, Philippines — The Commission on Elections
(Comelec) is eyeing to proclaim the winner of the special election for the second Congressional
district of Antipolo City as early as Sunday morning. Comelec Chairman George Erwin Garcia
said election officials aim to finish canvassing once election returns from remote barangays
arrive

• Speaker Dy honors teachers as pillars of society, backs classroom construction 
(2026-03-14 19:02)

MANILA, Philippines – Speaker Faustino G. Dy III hailed Filipino teachers as the pillars of society 
and reaffirmed the government’s push to accelerate the construction of classrooms 
nationwide to support quality education. Dy delivered the message as guest of honor and 
speaker during the 21st founding anniversary of the Schools Division Office of Cauayan City

• SGOP sets free gynecologic cancer surgeries in Zamboanga del Sur (2026-03-14 17:41)

PAGADIAN CITY, Zamboanga del Sur – Ten members of the Society of Gynecologic Oncologists 
of the Philippines Foundation, Inc. (SGOP) arrived here on Friday to perform free surgeries for 
women diagnosed with gynecologic cancers. Dr. Anatalio Cagampang Jr., Zamboanga del Sur 
Medical Center (ZDSMC) chief, said eight residents of the province were initially screened and

• Gov’t employee busted in Iloilo drug sting (2026-03-14 17:15)

ILOILO CITY – An employee of the Oton, Iloilo local government, classified by authorities as a 
high-value individual in the illegal drug trade, was arrested on Friday after yielding an estimated 
P 2.17 million worth of suspected meth or “shabu” during a buy-bust operation in Barangay 
Buray. Police identified the suspect only as alias “Scobe,”

• SRA, DA to shield sugar farmers from effects of Middle East conflict (2026-03-14 17:08)

BACOLOD CITY – The government has launched a measure to safeguard fuel and fertilizer 
stocks for the sugar industry to shield it from supply shocks during its most resource-intensive 
harvest window, Sugar Regulatory Administration (SRA) Administrator Pablo Luis Azcona said on 
Friday. The Department of Agriculture (DA) and SRA are coordinating with other government 
agencies

• Leyte provincial offices adopt flexi-work scheme, energy saving measures (2026-03-14 
16:38)

TACLOBAN CITY- The Leyte provincial government has adopted a flexible work arrangement and
a series of energy conservation measures for its offices, following a directive from the national
government to curb fuel and electricity consumption amid rising global oil prices. The directive
was contained in Memorandum No. 716-2026 issued by Governor Carlos Jericho Petilla on
March 10, but was

• Lucena City offices shifting to regular hours from March 16 – 19 (2026-03-14 16:21)
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LUCENA CITY, Quezon – The local government of Lucena City, the capital of Quezon province, on
Friday announced the temporary return to regular office hours from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. from
March 16 to 19. The city’s Public Information Office (PIO) said the adjustment was made
because next Friday, March 20, has been declared

• Solon upbeat on swift effects of fuel excise tax suspension (2026-03-14 16:17)

MANILA, Philippines — Relief from rising fuel prices could arrive faster than expected, as the
House of Representatives moves to pass a bill allowing President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to
suspend or reduce fuel excise tax without the usual three-month waiting period. House
Committee on Public Accounts chairperson Terry Ridon of Bicol Saro Party-list said

• Bulacan seeks subsidy for transport workers, fishermen, farmers (2026-03-14 16:08)

CITY OF MALOLOS, Bulacan—Ahead of the national government’s distribution of a P5,000
subsidy to public utility vehicle drivers, Bulacan officials had sought subsidy for the same
vulnerable group including fishermen and farmers amidst another expected round of fuel price
increase due to the continuing conflict in the Middle East. Gov. Daniel Fernando signed on
Thursday

• Leyte town OKs measure to expand job options for senior citizens (2026-03-14 15:44)

TACLOBAN CITY- The municipal government of Matag-ob, Leyte has approved a new ordinance
aimed at expanding employment opportunities for senior citizens, allowing older residents to
remain active in the workforce and participate in community development. The Sangguniang
Bayan of Matag-ob recently passed Municipal Ordinance No. 227, also known as the “Senior
Citizens Employment and Participation

• P108 M road project breaks ground in Zamboanga del Sur town (2026-03-14 15:37)

PAGADIAN CITY, Zamboanga del Sur – The Department of Agriculture (DA) broke ground on 
Friday, March 13, for a P108 million road improvement and concreting project in Dumingag, 
Zamboanga del Sur. The 5.9-km road will link the mountainous villages of Datu Tutukan and 
Labangon to the town center. Labangon village chief Chequito Tizon Jr. said

• Solon backs call to place Madriaga under House custody (2026-03-14 15:24)

MANILA, Philippines — Deputy Speaker Paolo Ortega V on Saturday said that Akbayan Party-list
Rep. Chel Diokno’s request for the House justice panel to take custody of Ramil Madriaga to
ensure his safety aligns with the constitutional duty of the House of Representatives to conduct
a fair inquiry amid the impeachment complaints filed against Vice

• Fishers’ group warns of steep drop in catch as fuel prices surge (2026-03-14 15:05)

MANILA, Philippines — Fisheries production in the Philippines is expected to “fall
significantly” in the first quarter of the year as successive increases in fuel prices force
municipal fishermen to cut back or suspend operations, a national fishers’ group warned on
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Saturday. The Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas
(Pamalakaya)reported that the 60

• House can handle oil crisis and Sara Duterte impeachment – Ridon (2026-03-14 14:21)

MANILA, Philippines — The House of Representatives is capable of addressing the fuel price
hike crisis while also processing impeachment complaints against Vice President Sara Duterte,
Bicol Saro party-list Rep. Terry Ridon said Saturday. “Congress can undertake economic relief
and accountability measures all at the same time,” Ridon said in a mix of Filipino and

• Solon backs bill banning public officials’ kin from securing gov’t deals (2026-03-14 
14:16)

MANILA, Philippines — Senate Minority Leader Alan Peter Cayetano on Saturday said the 
measure seeking to disqualify relatives of public officials from securing government contracts 
will prevent corruption and conflict of interest in government transactions.  In expressing his 
support for Senate Bill No. 1962, or the proposed Government Contracting and Procurement 
Integrity Act, Cayetano said

• LTO summons driver, owner of vehicle involved in Pasig road rage (2026-03-14 12:38)

MANILA, Philippines — The Land Transportation Office (LTO) has summoned the registered
owner and driver of a vehicle involved in a viral road rage incident in Pasig City, the agency said
on Saturday. According to the LTO, a show cause order was issued following a viral video
showing a female driver and her companion arguing

• Sulfur dioxide emission increases at Taal Volcano (2026-03-14 11:17)

LUCENA CITY, Philippines — Taal Volcano in Batangas province has shown an increase in sulfur
dioxide emissions, the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (Phivolcs) reported on
Saturday, March 14. In its 24-hour monitoring report, Phivolcs said the volcano released 2,039
metric tons of sulfur dioxide on Friday, an emission classified as “weak.” READ: Seismic

• Kaamulan Festival featured in BSP commemorative coin series (2026-03-14 10:12)

MALAYBALAY CITY, Bukidnon — The Kaamulan Festival is featured in the third release under the
P100 Philippine Festivals Commemorative Coin Series, highlighting the culture and unity of the
seven indigenous groups of Bukidnon province. The commemorative coin pays tribute to the
province’s major cultural celebration held annually in Malaybalay City, where the Bukidnon
tribes gather

• OIL PRICE WATCH as of March 14, 2026 (2026-03-14 08:07)

MANILA, Philippines — Motorists will see no relief from soaring fuel prices next week, with
diesel projected to climb by P19.30 to P22.30 per liter and gasoline by P14 to P17, as the Middle
East crisis continues to choke the vital Strait of Hormuz shipping route. The pressure on oil
prices comes as the Philippine
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• Cotabato City hits highest heat index forecast at 38°C on Saturday (2026-03-14 07:53)

MANILA, Philippines — Cotabato City in Maguindanao is expected to experience the highest 
heat index on Saturday at 38°C, placing it under the extreme caution category, the Philippine 
Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) said.  According 
to Pagasa’s latest forecast, the heat index under this category ranges from 33°C to 41°C. With 
this, the

• Colder weekend for Baguio City as temperature dips to 9°C due to amihan (2026-03-14 
07:26)

BAGUIO CITY—The temperature dropped to 9 degrees Celsius, the coldest recorded so far this 
year, as cooler weather conditions affected the area. Authorities said the unusually low 
temperature that was logged at 5 a.m. was caused by prevailing cold winds and seasonal 
weather patterns, bringing a noticeable chill, especially during the early morning hours.  
Residents

• NTF-Elcac to continue engaging with academe vs NPA recruitment (2026-03-14 07:08)

MANILA, Philippines – A ranking official of the National Task Force to End Local Communist 
Armed Conflict (NTF-Elcac) on Friday said the body will continue engaging with universities and 
the academe to inform and educate students on the realities of insurgency and recruitment of 
young people. “The NTF-Elcac will never tire in engaging academic institutions with

• Dizon says filing of cases vs erring DPWH officials to continue (2026-03-14 06:42)

MANILA, Philippines – The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) will continue to
file charges against its officials and personnel involved in anomalous flood control projects.
READ: Reforming the DPWH, finally At the Kapihan ng Samahang Plaridel on Friday, DPWH
Secretary Vince Dizon vowed to pursue cases against erring DPWH officials before the Office of

• BOC seizes P235-M illicit cigarette shipment at Batangas port (2026-03-14 06:34)

MANILA, Philippines – Bureau of Customs (BOC) Commissioner Ariel Nepomuceno on Friday led
the inspection of a shipment containing P235 million worth of smuggled cigarettes from the
United Arab Emirates bound for the Port of Batangas. In a statement, the BOC chief reported
that the shipment containing 637 master cases of cigarettes labeled MAC Super Slim

• Government scrambles to get fertilizer, fuel supplies (2026-03-14 05:48)

MANILA, Philippines — The government is scrambling to secure fuel and fertilizer supplies for
the sugar industry, as the ongoing conflicts in the Middle East could significantly affect local
production. The Department of Agriculture (DA) and the Sugar Regulatory Administration (SRA)
are coordinating with other government agencies to ensure stable access to critical farm inputs

• Jobless Filipinos reach nearly 3M (2026-03-14 05:44)
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MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine labor market weakened at the start of the year and is
likely to remain under pressure amid the Middle East crisis, after the number of jobless Filipinos
rose to 2.96 million, its highest level since 2022, according to the Philippine Statistics Authority.
Unemployment in the country soared to 5.8 percent

• Dela Rosa’s request to use Senate’s Baguio Mansion denied (2026-03-14 05:38)

MANILA, Philippines — Citing “ongoing repairs,” the Senate leadership denied a request from
Sen. Ronald “Bato” dela Rosa—which he made despite being absent in the chamber’s
session for the past four months—to allow his family to use the Senate Mansion in Baguio City.
In a letter addressed to Senate President Vicente “Tito” Sotto III dated

• ICI’s work on flood mess ends March 31 (2026-03-14 05:36)

MANILA, Philippines — The Independent Commission for Infrastructure (ICI), the body tasked
to investigate anomalies in the government’s flood control and other infrastructure projects, is
winding down its operations six months after its creation by President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. ICI
Chair Andres Reyes Jr., in a statement on Friday, said the commission would remain operational

• Sara Duterte questions call to place Madriaga under House protection (2026-03-14 05:32)

MANILA, Philippines — Vice President Sara Duterte on Friday questioned the move by the
House of Representatives to provide protection to Ramil Madriaga, her alleged former
“bagman,” as her deadline to reply to two impeachment complaints looms. In a two-page
statement, Duterte described the “special treatment” extended to Madriaga as
“disturbing,” alleging that the latter

• Marcos reaffirms support for Bangsamoro peace process (2026-03-14 05:04)

GENERAL SANTOS CITY — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. reaffirmed his administration’s
continuing support for the Bangsamoro peace process, asserting that the national government
is working hard to bring progress to the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM). This comes as domestic and global think tanks recently warned that the landmark
2014 peace deal between

• Rising rent, power rate push Cordillera inflation higher in February (2026-03-14 05:02)

BAGUIO CITY — Rising rental costs, higher electricity rates, and increasing food
prices—including “bangus” (milkfish) farmed in Dagupan City, Pangasinan—pushed inflation
in the Cordillera region higher in February, the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) reported on
Thursday. The region’s inflation rate climbed to 3.1 percent in February, up from 1.9 percent
in January, according to the

• Ombudsman to use AI to review submitted ICI documents (2026-03-13 23:54)

MANILA, Philippines — The Office of the Ombudsman will use artificial intelligence (AI) to
scrutinize the data referred to it by the Independent Commission on Infrastructure (ICI),

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195456/dela-rosas-request-to-use-senates-baguio-mansion-denied
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195448/icis-work-on-flood-mess-ends-march-31
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195450/sara-duterte-questions-call-to-place-madriaga-under-house-protection
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195406/marcos-reaffirms-support-for-bangsamoro-peace-process
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195404/rising-rent-power-rate-push-cordillera-inflation-higher-in-february
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2195477/ombudsman-to-use-ai-to-scrutinize-submitted-ici-docs


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 61 — 2026-03-16

Ombudsman Jesus Crispin Remulla said on Friday. The ICI on Friday completed its turnover
tothe Ombudsman of all documents, evidence, and findings, which Remulla estimated to total

• Group calls for broader consultation on internet data rollover bill (2026-03-13 23:06)

MANILA, Philippines — Consumer advocacy group CitizenWatch Philippines has called on
lawmakers to halt deliberations on a proposed measure of internet data rollover, emphasizing
that broader consultations are necessary to avoid disruption of the promo-driven mobile data
market in the country. In a recent statement, CitizenWatch Philippines lead convenor Orlando
Oxales expressed support for the

• No winner for P92.26M Ultra Lotto jackpot on Mar. 13 (2026-03-13 23:05)

MANILA, Philippines — No jackpot winner emerged in Friday night’s Ultra Lotto 6/58 draw,
where the top prize reached about ₱92.26 million, while Mega Lotto 6/45 also went without a
jackpot winner, according to the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office. PCSO said the winning
combination for Ultra Lotto 6/58 was 06-17-12-58-15-11 for a jackpot of

• Frasco to lead initiatives for community resilience, local development (2026-03-13 22:46)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Thursday appointed former Tourism
Secretary Christina Garcia Frasco as Presidential Adviser for Sustainable and Resilient
Communities. In her new role, Frasco will lead efforts to strengthen community resilience and
support sustainable local development across the country. This is crucial as communities face
increasing climate-related challenges that affect

• BARMM investments hit P2.4B in just two months (2026-03-13 22:14)

COTABATO CITY, Philippines — The Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM) today reported that investments in the region during the first two and a half months
of 2026 hit P2.4 billion. In a statement, Bangsamoro Board of Investments (BBOI) chairperson
Mohammad Omar Pasigan said this represents 75 percent of the region’s P3.2 billion
investment

• Groups seek probe into alleged toxic waste burial in La Union (2026-03-13 22:02)

CALASIAO, Pangasinan — Environmental groups have asked the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) to investigate reports of alleged toxic waste burial in the
mountain areas of Ubbog and Paagan in Bacnotan, La Union, reportedly linked to a cement
plant. The groups Koalisyon Isalbar ti Pintas ti La Union (KIPLU), or Save the Beauty

• Legarda demands accountability for onion price crash, import overlap (2026-03-13 21:42)

MANILA, Philippines — Senator Loren Legarda has called urgent attention to the collapse of
onion farm gate prices in Nueva Ecija and Occidental Mindoro, which plunged from P120–P150
per kilogram in January 2026 to just P30–40 in February 2026, leaving farmers on the brink of
economic loss while retail prices in Metro Manila remained disproportionately
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• Amihan to bring rains, cloudy skies across parts of PH (2026-03-13 20:42)

MANILA, Philippines — Northeast monsoon is expected to bring cloudy skies and rains in parts
of the country within 24 hours, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration (Pagasa) said in its 4 p.m. bulletin on Friday. Pagasa said the amihan
will affect Metro Manila and parts of Southern Luzon, the Visayas, and

• Manila Water subsidiary seals 30-year partnership with Cathay Land (2026-03-13 20:41)

MANILA, Philippines — Manila Water Non-East Zone subsidiary Manila Water Philippine
Ventures, Inc. (MWPV), through its operating unit Estate Water, has formalized a 30-year
partnership with Cathay Land, Inc., a deal that will enhance water and wastewater services
across key Cathay Land developments in Silang, Cavite. Cathay Land, Inc., a 31-year strong and
continuously growing

• DSWD warns vs persons faking disabilities to enjoy priority access (2026-03-13 19:50)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) on Friday
warned individuals who are faking disability to gain access to certain privileges for persons with
disabilities (PWDs), saying this is a violation of the law. DSWD spokesperson Irene Dumlao
issued the warning in support of the statement by its attached agency, the

• Luistro ‘apprehensive’ about getting custody of Madriaga (2026-03-13 19:16)

MANILA, Philippines — Batangas Rep. Gerville Luistro has raised apprehensions about requests
for the House of Representatives to take custody of a key witness in Vice President Sara
Duterte’s impeachment proceedings, as the said individual is facing charges before a local
court. Luistro said in an online interview on Friday that since Ramil Madriaga, Duterte’s former

• House to modify work setup, cut costs to curb Middle East war’s impact (2026-03-13 
18:47)

MANILA, Philippines — The House of Representatives will be modifying the work arrangement
of its employees and implementing cost-cutting measures in accordance with a presidential
proclamation that seeks to “reduce non-essential expenditures” amid the Middle East
conflict. A letter from House Secretary General Cheloy Garafil, addressed to all offices in the
House, detailed how personnel

• House justice panel hearing on Duterte impeachment set for March 18 (2026-03-13 18:25)

MANILA, Philippines — The next hearing of the House of Representatives’ committee on
justice will be held on March 18, to discuss preliminary matters related to the impeachment
complaints against Vice President Sara Duterte, Batangas Rep. Gerville Luistro said on Friday.
Furthermore, Luistro said in an online interview with reporters covering the House that the

• First swim, big splash: Kid with autism, family rediscover hope in water (2026-03-13 18:25)
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MANILA, Philippines — For seven-year-old Jake Regala, water has always been a source of
wonder. That wonder transformed into happiness and hope when he stepped into a real
swimming pool for the very first time. Jake, a SPED kindergarten student with autism at J.P. Rizal
Elementary School, had never joined group outings before. His mother,

• Where’s ‘bloodbath’ now? De Lima says Duterte scared of impeachment (2026-03-13 
18:04)

MANILA, Philippines — It appears that Vice President Sara Duterte has turned away from her
eagerness for a “bloodbath” during the impeachment proceedings as her recent statements
show a bid to evade accountability, Mamamayang Liberal party-list Rep. Leila de Lima said on
Friday. De Lima said that instead of answering the questions and issues hurled

• WATCH: One-on-one interview with Israeli ambassador Dana Kursh on Middle East conflict 
(2026-03-13 18:03)

MANILA, Philippines — Israeli envoy Dana Kursh sits down with Inquirer news anchor Neil
Mercado to talk about the ongoing conflict in the Middle East, including its economic and
humanitarian impact. The two also discuss criticisms towards Israel amid the conflict.

• MMDA: Take alternate routes as Maynilad starts restoration works (2026-03-13 18:01)

MANILA, Philippines — The Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) on Friday
advised motorists to take alternative routes as the Maynilad Water Services will conduct
restoration services in some areas from Friday, March 13, to Monday, March 16. READ: MMDA
imposing 4-day work week for office personnel “Motorists are advised to take alternate routes
and follow

• Global health experts want risk-based regulation of nicotine products (2026-03-13 17:45)

UNITED KINGDOM — Global health experts and scientists are calling for the adoption of
risk-proportionate regulation for nicotine products to accelerate smoking decline, saying that
current policies are failing the world’s more than 1 billion smokers. The push for reform is
backed by scientific and economic data presented at recent global summits. The Global State

• DepEd fast-tracks career growth; 418 educators in Talisay City take oath (2026-03-13 17:00)

TALISAY CITY, CEBU, Philippines — Education Secretary Sonny Angara on Friday led the mass
oath-taking of 418 newly promoted teachers and school heads in Talisay City, marking a decisive
move to dismantle the long-standing bottleneck in career advancement within the Department
of Education (DepEd). The ceremony, held at the Talisay City National High School, serves

• CAAP told to lessen passenger service, airport navigation charges (2026-03-13 16:43)

MANILA, Philippines — Transport Secretary Giovanni Lopez has instructed the Civil Aviation
Authority of the Philippines (CAAP) to lessen the passenger service charge as well as airport
navigation charges in all CAAP-operated airports amid rising jet fuel prices. According to the
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DOTr, this directive is intended to help alleviate airlines’ operating costs as tensions in

• Closer monitoring urged on prices of goods in Tacloban (2026-03-13 16:33)

TACLOBAN CITY — A member of the Tacloban City Council has proposed closer monitoring of
prices of necessities and prime commodities in the city amid rising fuel costs driven by
geopolitical tensions in the Middle East. During the regular session on Thursday, Councilor
Marty Romualdez said he filed a resolution calling on concerned offices to

• DOST engineer dies as car falls into ravine in Nueva Vizcaya (2026-03-13 16:18)

BAYOMBONG, Nueva Vizcaya–A 48-year-old employee of the Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST) died after his car fell into a shallow ravine in Quezon, Nueva Vizcaya, on 
Thursday afternoon, police said. Engineer Mark Gil Hizon, DOST supervising science research 
specialist in Nueva Vizcaya, succumbed to head and body injuries after the agency’s vehicle he 
was

• Dela Rosa asks Sotto to use Senate Mansion; request nixed due to repairs (2026-03-13 
16:09)

MANILA, Philippines — Sen. Ronald “Bato” dela Rosa, who remains absent from the Senate,
has asked Senate President Vicente “Tito” Sotto III for permission to allow his family to use
the Senate Mansion in Baguio City. In a letter dated March 12 and addressed to Sotto, Dela Rosa
requested the use of the Senate Mansion

• NFA assures P20-per-kilo rice for vulnerable sectors in Caraga (2026-03-13 16:05)

SAN FRANCISCO, Agusan del Sur — The National Food Authority (NFA) in the Caraga region
assured beneficiaries that rice sold under the government’s subsidized program will remain at
P20 per kilo despite rising fuel prices that threaten to drive up the cost of basic goods. In an
interview with the Philippine Information Agency on Wednesday in Butuan City, NFA Caraga
regional manager Leo

• Duterte’s lawyers may cite lawyer-client privilege as witnesses – Luistro (2026-03-13 
15:57)

MANILA, Philippines — The concern over the possibility that Vice President Sara Duterte’s 
lawyers may also be key witnesses for her impeachment proceedings is understandable and 
warranted, as they may eventually cite lawyer-client privileges when asked to testify, Batangas 
Rep. Gerville Luistro said on Friday. Luistro, in an online interview, said that she understands 
where Bicol Saro

• Remulla clarifies actual volume of ‘shabu’ seized in Mindoro (2026-03-13 15:51)

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro — Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG)
Secretary Juan Victor “Jonvic” Remulla on Friday (March 13) clarified that the
methamphetamine hydrochloride, or shabu, confiscated in a remote village in Paluan,
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Occidental Mindoro, is 986 kilos, not 2.2 metric tons as initially reported. Remulla explained
thatthe discrepancy arose from an

• Lacson not closing blue ribbon panel’s door on 18 ‘ex-Marines’ (2026-03-13 15:46)

MANILA, Philippines — Senate President Pro Tempore and blue ribbon committee Chair Panfilo
Lacson on Friday said that the 18 alleged former Marines must correct their affidavit on
delivering kickbacks to certain personalities before they will be invited to the panel’s hearings.
In an interview with DZBB, Lacson emphasized that while the panel is not

• Remulla: One of ‘maleta’ deliveries appears to occur during Duterte time (2026-03-13 
15:39)

MANILA, Philippines — At least one of the alleged deliveries of “maleta” appears to have
already occurred even during the term of former President Rodrigo Duterte, said Ombudsman
Jesus Crispin Remulla on Friday. Remulla, citing a reliable source, said one of the pictures
included in the joint affidavit of the so-called “18 ex-Marines” was actually

• DILG to review list of ‘drug-infested’ barangays (2026-03-13 15:37)

CALAPAN CITY, ORIENTAL MINDORO, Philippines — Interior and Local Government Secretary
Jonvic Remulla on Friday said his department will review the government’s list of barangays
that are supposedly “infested” by illegal drugs. Remulla noted that he had discussed the list
with Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA) Director General Isagani Nerez and Philippine
National Police (PNP)

• Charges filed vs Army personnel tagged in slaying of DPWH engineer (2026-03-13 15:36)

TACLOBAN CITY — Authorities in Northern Samar have filed murder and frustrated murder
complaints against a suspect in the fatal shooting of a young engineer in Catarman town, even
as the local Philippine National Police (PNP) welcomed the offer of a ₱200,000 reward to speed
up his arrest. The cases were formally filed on March

• ‘We’re winning drug war’: DILG chief cites reduced supply, higher prices (2026-03-13 
15:03)

CALAPAN CITY, ORIENTAL MINDORO, Philippines — “We are slowly but surely winning the
drug war.” Interior and Local Government Secretary Jonvic Remulla said this in a press briefing
in this city on Friday after authorities recovered 910 kilograms of shabu (crystal meth) from a
speedboat that ran aground in Paluan town, Occidental Mindoro, earlier this

• Bogus dentist in Albay town nabbed in police entrapment (2026-03-13 14:56)

LEGAZPI CITY — A 21-year-old woman was arrested in an entrapment operation on Wednesday
for allegedly engaging in illegal dental practice in Camalig town, police said. Police Major Philip
Nathaniel San Buenaventura, Camalig Municipal Police Station chief, said operatives of the
Regional Anti-Cybercrime Unit in Bicol (RACU-5), in coordination with local police, arrested the
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suspect,

• PCG halts small-vessel trips in northern Quezon due to rough seas (2026-03-13 14:45)

LUCENA CITY, Quezon – The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) has suspended operations of small
vessels in northern Quezon province due to rough seas starting Friday. In an advisory issued at
past noon, the PCG station in northern Quezon, based in Real town, cited an 11 a.m. weather
bulletin from the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical

• LTFRB eyes digital distribution of fuel subsidy for PUV drivers (2026-03-13 14:41)

MANILA, Philippines — The Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) is
considering the digital distribution of fuel subsidies for the public utility vehicle (PUV) sector
amid rising oil prices to ensure a more convenient and efficient process. LTFRB chairperson
Vigor Mendoza said the agency is exploring the use of electronic money issuers (EMIs) to

• Rep. Chua asks: Is Duterte just afraid of Madriaga’s testimony? (2026-03-13 14:30)

MANILA, Philippines — Vice President Sara Duterte’s statements contradicting a motion to
take custody of Ramil Madriaga so that he can be secured and made available during
impeachment proceedings show that she is afraid of her ex-aide’s testimony, Manila Rep. Joel
Chua said. In a statement on Friday, Chua said that Duterte has yet to

• VP Sara Duterte: Diokno request proves impeachment case lacks evidence (2026-03-13 
14:21)

MANILA, Philippines — Vice President Sara Duterte on Friday claimed that the move by Akbayan
party-list Rep. Chel Diokno to seek subpoenas in the impeachment proceedings against her only
proves that the complaints lack sufficient evidence. “This only reinforces what I have been
saying all along. There is no sufficient evidence to warrant an impeachment

• 600-hectare Iloilo reclamation project back to square one (2026-03-13 13:54)

ILOILO CITY—Negotiations for a partnership between the city government here and a private
property firm fell through, setting back plans to reclaim over 600 hectares of coastal areas.
Lawyer David Garcia, head of the city government’s Public-Private Partnership (PPP) office,
said they have declared a failure of negotiations with proponent Iloilo Global City Corp. (IGCC),

• Palace dismisses report on replacing DICT chief Aguda (2026-03-13 13:31)

MANILA, Philippines — Palace press officer Claire Castro on Friday dismissed a circulating
report claiming that Henry Aguda is set to be replaced as secretary of the Department of
Information and Communications Technology (DICT). According to the online report, former
presidential spokesperson Edwin Lacierda is being considered as Aguda’s replacement. READ:
Marcos names digital technocrat Henry
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• Bishop who stood as witness in ‘ex-Marines’ affidavit no-show at NBI (2026-03-13 
13:30)

MANILA, Philippines — The evangelical leader who was named as a witness in the joint affidavit
of the 18 alleged former Marines, who claimed to be “bagmen” of former Ako Bicol Party-list
Rep. Elizaldy Co, did not appear before the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) to comply
with the subpoena issued to him on Friday.

• Diokno counters Sara Duterte: Motion was to protect witness, evidence (2026-03-13 13:18)

MANILA, Philippines — Akbayan party-list Rep. Chel Diokno has maintained that his motion to
issue a subpoena on documents that may be vital in impeachment complaints against Vice
President Sara Duterte, along with the move to take custody of Ramil Madriaga, is only meant to
preserve evidence and witnesses. In a statement on Friday, Diokno said

• 5 nabbed for selling, making fake licenses, receipts, plates in Recto (2026-03-13 13:05)

MANILA, Philippines — Five individuals were arrested over falsified driver’s licenses, receipts, 
and plates in Recto, Manila, the Land Transportation Office (LTO) said on Friday. According to 
the LTO, the suspects were caught in the act of making and selling fake licenses, plates, and 
official receipts. However, the agency did not disclose the suspects’ identities. READ:

• DILG eyes using drones to patrol coastal waters vs drug trade (2026-03-13 12:57)

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro — The Department of the Interior and Local Government
(DILG) will be procuring drones to help patrol the country’s waters in a bid to curb the illegal
drug trade. “I think the best approach here is we have to go to higher technology to eliminate
the problem,” DILG Secretary Jonvic Remulla

• PDEA eyes tapping foreign counterparts over P6-B drug haul (2026-03-13 12:49)

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro — The Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA) is 
considering coordinating with its foreign counterparts to get to the source of P6 billion worth of 
shabu (crystal meth) seized from a speedboat that ran aground in Paluan, Occidental Mindoro. 
The drugs tested positive for methamphetamine with 90 percent purity and were turned over

• Pulse Asia: 64% of Filipinos back bill banning political dynasties (2026-03-13 12:45)

MANILA, Philippines —  Over 60 percent of Filipinos support the passage of a law banning 
political dynasties in the country, according to the first-quarter 2026 Ulat ng Bayan survey 
conducted by Pulse Asia. The survey, conducted from February 27 to March 2, found that 64 
percent of respondents favor the passage of an anti-political dynasty

• Magnitude 3.6 quake jolts Quezon island town (2026-03-13 12:42)

LUCENA CITY, Quezon – A magnitude 3.6 earthquake was recorded on Friday morning in the 
island town of Burdeos, Quezon province. The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology (Phivolcs) said the tectonic tremor struck 13 kilometers northeast of the 
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municipality at a depth of 10 kilometers around 8:28 a.m. About six minutes later, a magnitude

• ICI ‘winds down’ ops, operational until March 31 (2026-03-13 12:40)

MANILA, Philippines — The Independent Commission on Infrastructure (ICI) on Friday said it
will remain operational only until March 31 as it begins to “wind down” its functions almost
six months after its creation. In relation to this, ICI chair Andres Reyes also announced that the
body has finished the turn over of all of its

• Tagbilaran City execs ask Marcos, Congress to ditch oil excise taxes (2026-03-13 12:32)

TAGBILARAN CITY, Bohol— Local legislators in this city have called on the national government
to suspend excise taxes on petroleum products to ease the burden of rising fuel prices on
consumers. In a set of resolutions authored by Councilor Fausto Budlong, the city council urged
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and Congress to take immediate action,

• LTO chief balks at idea of ‘holiday’ for traffic violators (2026-03-13 12:16)

MALAYBALAY CITY, Bukidnon — A party-list lawmaker has urged the Land Transportation Office 
(LTO) to consider a temporary pause in apprehending traffic violators amid rising fuel prices, 
but the agency said enforcement of road safety laws must continue. Swerte Partylist Rep. Arlyn 
Ayon, who hails from Valencia City in Bukidnon, raised the proposal during the March 11 
hearing of the House Committee

• DILG eyes foreign syndicate in P6-B Oriental Mindoro drug haul (2026-03-13 12:10)

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro — A foreign syndicate may be involved in the estimated P6
billion worth of shabu (crystal meth) seized in Oriental Mindoro, according to Interior and Local
Government Secretary Jonvic Remulla. The drugs were turned over to the Philippine Drug
Enforcement Agency (PDEA) Mimaropa office, where these tested positive for
methamphetamine with

• No sail policy imposed in Occidental Mindoro town due to rough seas (2026-03-13 12:01)

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro — Authorities in Lubang have ordered the suspension of all
sea travel starting Saturday, March 14, due to rough sea conditions caused by the northeast
monsoon, locally known as amihan. In a memorandum issued on Thursday, Lubang Mayor
Michael Orayani announced the implementation of a “no-sail policy” covering all types of

• Batangas town sets up fuel purchase system for farmers, fishers (2026-03-13 11:51)

LUCENA CITY, Quezon – The mayor of San Juan town in Batangas province has introduced a
system to regulate and facilitate the purchase of fuel by farmers, fishers, and business
operators to ensure fair distribution amid concerns of the dipping local petrol inventory. Mayor
Ildebrando Salud issued Executive Order No. 06 on Thursday, establishing the

• Sandiganbayan junks Estrada motion in remaining PDAF graft case (2026-03-13 11:43)
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MANILA, Philippines — The Sandiganbayan has denied Senator Jinggoy Estrada motion for
reconsideration in connection with his cases involving the alleged misuse of the Priority
Development Assistance Fund (PDAF), with prosecutors describing the request as
“unnecessary.” In a resolution promulgated Thursday, the anti-graft court’s Fifth Division
rejected Estrada’s motion for reconsideration filed on Feb. 16,

• PCO on 4-day on-site, 1-day WFH work arrangement (2026-03-13 11:17)

MANILA, Philippines —  The Presidential Communications Office (PCO) has adopted a 
temporary hybrid work arrangement as part of the government’s efforts to conserve energy 
and reduce fuel use amid rising global oil prices triggered by the ongoing crisis in the Middle 
East. Based on a memorandum from PCO Acting Secretary Dave Gomez shared with reporters 
on Friday,

• Drug suspect killed, 4 patrons arrested in buy-bust in BARMM town (2026-03-13 11:06)

COTABATO CITY – Anti-narcotic agents, backed by soldiers, neutralized a drug den operator and
arrested his patrons during law enforcement operations in a town in the Special Geographic
Area (SGA) of the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) on Thursday
afternoon. Director Edgar Jubay of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA)-BARMM said
a buy-bust

• Palace declares special non-working days in 3 cities (2026-03-13 10:25)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has declared special non-working days in
three cities—Las Piñas, Sipalay, and Himamaylan — to celebrate various anniversaries. Based
on Proclamation No. 1186, Marcos declared March 27 a special non-working day for Las Piñas
City for its 119th Founding Anniversary and 29th Cityhood Anniversary. Meanwhile,
Proclamation No. 1187

• Amihan to bring light rains, rough seas over parts of PH Friday (2026-03-13 08:12)

MANILA, Philippines — The northeast monsoon or “amihan” continues to affect most parts of
the country, bringing light rains and rough seas, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) said. According to the state weather bureau,
although a tropical depression with international name “Nuri” exists outside the Philippine
area of responsibility, it has

• OIL PRICE WATCH as of March 13, 2026 (2026-03-13 06:06)

MANILA, Philippines — Motorists brace for higher fuel costs on Friday, March 13, 2026, as
Iran’s new supreme leader ordered his forces to keep the vital Strait of Hormuz closed,
following devastating attacks on Gulf energy targets that sent global oil prices soaring. Diesel
prices may rise by around P18 per liter, while gasoline could

• Funding sought for stalled PUP projects (2026-03-13 05:52)
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MANILA, Philippines — Public Works Secretary Vince Dizon on Thursday vowed to speed up the
completion of stalled building projects in the campuses of the Polytechnic University of the
Philippines (PUP) to address the lack of classrooms in the state university. Dizon made the
commitment during a campus job fair held by the Department of

• Jinggoy Estrada asks Manila court to lift travel  ban order (2026-03-13 05:50)

MANILA, Philippines — After seeking travel clearance from the Sandiganbayan, Sen. Jinggoy
Estrada has also asked a Manila court to lift the precautionary hold departure order (PHDO)
issued against him in connection with the plunder and graft complaint he faces in the
Department of Justice (DOJ) over allegedly anomalous flood control projects. Bianca Soriano,
Estrada’s

• Batangas-based person linked to billion-peso drug shipment (2026-03-13 05:46)

MANILA, Philippines — Authorities are investigating a Batangas-based individual who allegedly
directed two Filipino men to “retrieve” two Chinese suspects linked to a massive drug
shipment off Occidental Mindoro, as additional packs of suspected “shabu” (crystal meth)
were recovered from nearby waters, military officials said on Thursday. Col. Michael Aquino,
spokesperson of the Army’s 2nd

• House asked to take custody of Madriaga (2026-03-13 05:44)

MANILA, Philippines — Akbayan party list Rep. Chel Diokno has asked the House committee on
justice to take custody of Ramil Madriaga to ensure his safety and availability, while it discusses
the impeachment complaints against Vice President Sara Duterte. Diokno made the suggestion
in his March 5 letter to the committee chair, Batangas Rep. Gerville

• Higher tax, ‘scarier’ packs make smokers quit–study (2026-03-13 05:42)

MANILA, Philippines — Health experts are calling for higher taxes on cigarettes and larger
warning labels on the packaging, taking their cue from a new study that found that such
measures help motivate Filipino smokers to quit. “If the excise tax on cigarettes were
increased to P90 per pack—a 23-percent increase from its current

• Supreme Court: Being ‘drunk, hurt’ no excuse for text abuse (2026-03-13 05:40)

MANILA, Philippines — The Supreme Court has affirmed the conviction of a man who sent a
barrage of “humiliating and threatening” text messages to his former partner, saying it is
considered psychological distress under Republic Act No. 9262, or the Anti-Violence Against
Women and their Children Act. The decision, promulgated on Jan. 19, and penned

• Oil spike may raise power rates by up to P4 per KwH — ERC chair (2026-03-13 05:36)

BAGUIO CITY—Filipinos may face further financial stress next month as the prices of electricity
traded at the spot market may climb by as much as P4 per kilowatt hour (kWh) amid the
ongoing war in the Middle East. Speaking to reporters on Thursday, Energy Regulatory
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Commission (ERC) chair and CEO Francis Saturnino Juan said simulations

• Frasco out as tourism chief, gets adviser role (2026-03-13 05:32)

MANILA, Philippines — Christina Frasco is out as secretary of the Department of Tourism (DOT),
ending a stint that began in June 2022 and was recently marked by criticism accusing her of
engaging in self-promotion using the DOT’s marketing materials. Malacañang has given Frasco
a new role as presidential adviser for sustainable and resilient communities,

• Probe bodies: ‘Ex-Marines’ raps must be more accurate (2026-03-13 05:30)

MANILA, Philippines — Both the Office of the Ombudsman and the National Bureau of
Investigation (NBI) told 18 men who were introduced by their lawyer as ex-Marines and part of
the security detail of fugitive former Ako Bicol Rep. Elizaldy Co to submit separate affidavits
detailing their supposed delivery of up to P805 billion in

• LGUs guard against overpricing of fuel (2026-03-13 05:06)

As consumers face the frenzy of price increases owing to rising fuel costs due to the crisis in the
Middle East, local government units (LGUs) are making sure the adjustments are within what is
allowed by law. This came as consumers and citizens groups from across the country have
barraged local governments with complaints of

• Davao bird sanctuary produces new Philippine eagle chick (2026-03-13 05:02)

DAVAO CITY—The National Bird Breeding Sanctuary (NBBS) in Barangay Eden here has
produced another eaglet, marking a breakthrough for the conservation of the critically
endangered Philippine eagle (Pithecophaga jefferyi). The Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF) on
Tuesday presented to the public 3-month-old Philippine eagle called “Chick 32,” produced
through cooperative artificial insemination. It is the offspring

• Catholic bishop calls for ‘fair pricing of goods’ amid rising fuel prices (2026-03-13 00:03)

MANILA, Philippines — A Catholic bishop on Thursday appealed for “fair pricing of goods” as
fuel prices continue to soar due to the ongoing military conflict in the Middle East. According to
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines (CBCP), Bishop Julito Cortes of Dumaguete
issued the call in a pastoral message, expressing solidarity with

• Permanent fuel subsidy for agri workers, transport sector proposed (2026-03-12 23:50)

MANILA, Philippines — Workers in the farming, fisheries, and transportation sectors should
receive a comprehensive and permanent fuel subsidy from the government, rather than a
temporary emergency response, Parañaque Rep. Brian Raymund Yamsuan said on Thursday.
He said in a statement that he has filed House Bill (HB) No. 8340, or the proposed Fuel Subsidy
Program

• DENR donates seized timber to schools, gov’t offices in Quezon (2026-03-12 23:27)
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LUCENA CITY, Quezon — Confiscated lumber and timber from the Sierra Madre mountain
ranges in northern Quezon province are being used to repair public schools and government
facilities, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said. In a report
released Tuesday, DENR Region 4A cited information from the Community Environment and
Natural Resources Office

• Drug suspect busted, yields 2 guns in Lucena City (2026-03-12 23:20)

LUCENA CITY, Quezon — Police anti-narcotics operatives in Lucena City arrested an armed drug
suspect in a buy-bust operation on Wednesday, March 11. Lt. Col. Ryan Hernandez, chief of the
Lucena City police, reported on Thursday that police drug enforcers apprehended alias
“Danny,” 59, after he sold P500 worth of meth to a poseur buyer

• Baybay City gov’t approves new tricycle fares amid rising fuel prices (2026-03-12 23:13)

TACLOBAN CITY — The city government of Baybay City in Leyte has approved new provisional
fare rates for motorized tricycles operating within its jurisdiction following the recent increase
in fuel prices. The adjustment was authorized through Resolution No. 2026-01, passed by the
Sangguniang Panlungsod of Baybay City during a special session on March 10. City

• ‘Ex-Marines’ colleagues’ houses entered for ‘threat’ — Baligod (2026-03-12 22:54)

MANILA, Philippines —The houses of three former colleagues of 18 alleged ex-Marines, who
claimed to be “bagmen” of resigned Ako Bicol Rep. Elizaldy Co, were reportedly entered to
“threaten” them, according to counsel Levito Baligod. Baligod made the statement after
appearing before the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) with 16 of the 18 alleged ex-Marines

• 269 Iloilo City cops declared ‘drug-free’ (2026-03-12 22:24)

ILOILO CITY — Over 200 personnel of the Iloilo City Police Office (ICPO) have been officially
declared drug-free following a surprise random drug test conducted earlier this month. A total
of 269 police officers and personnel from various stations and units underwent the
unannounced screening on the morning of March 3, 2026, at the ICPO

• No jackpot winner in PCSO Mar. 12 lotto draws (2026-03-12 22:17)

MANILA, Philippines—No bettor won the jackpot in Thursday’s PCSO draws, with SuperLotto
6/49 carrying the biggest prize at ₱105.62 million, according to the Philippine Charity
Sweepstakes Office (PCSO). Lotto 6/42 also had no jackpot winner, it added. PCSO said the
winning combination for SuperLotto 6/49 was 38-34-03-01-10-41 for a jackpot of ₱105.62
million, with no

• Middle East conflict: 2,000 people in Cagayan hold vigil for peace (2026-03-12 22:12)

TUGUEGARAO CITY, Cagayan — Carrying lighted candles, some 2,000 people gathered at Rizal
Park on Wednesday evening, March 11, to pray for an end to the conflict in the Middle East,
which has led to skyrocketing fuel prices worldwide. One participant, Edarlina Ballad, spoke

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194854/drug-suspect-busted-yields-2-guns-in-lucena-city
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194859/baybay-city-govt-approves-new-tricycle-fares-amid-rising-fuel-prices
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194885/ex-marines-colleagues-house-entered-for-threat
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194849/269-iloilo-city-cops-declared-drug-free
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194840/no-jackpot-winner-in-pcso-mar-12-lotto-draws
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194844/middle-east-conflict-2000-people-in-cagayan-hold-vigil-for-peace


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 73 — 2026-03-16

about losing sleep thinking about her daughter, an overseas worker in

• Marcos calls for unity, peace during Grand Iftar in Malacañang (2026-03-12 22:01)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Thursday called for unity, 
compassion, and sustained efforts toward peace as he joined Muslim leaders and community 
members during the Grand Iftar 2026 at Malacañang Palace. Muslim leaders and guests 
gathered for the traditional breaking of the fast, a meaningful practice observed during 
Ramadan when families, friends,

• 9 gas stations flagged over alleged overpricing in CDO (2026-03-12 21:40)

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY – Authorities here have flagged nine gasoline stations for alleged fuel
overpricing and premature price adjustments after inspection teams from the Department of
Energy (DOE) and the local monitoring board conducted rounds to check the fuel situation. The
inspections were carried out as part of ongoing efforts by the DOE and

• Politics in homeowners association eyed in killing of Bulacan cop (2026-03-12 21:30)

CAMP GEN. ALEJO SANTOS, Bulacan — Authorities are looking into political rivalry within a
homeowners association as the possible motive behind the killing of a police officer assigned at
the Bulacan Provincial Police Office. Master Sgt. Jose Uring, a member of the provincial
intelligence unit, was gunned down after attending a caucus at a basketball

• Partial ops of Cebu Bus Rapid Transit to begin March 13 – DOTr (2026-03-12 20:47)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Transportation (DOTr) on Thursday announced that
the partial operations of the Cebu Bus Rapid Transit (CBRT) will begin on March 13. READ: DOTr
eyeing Cebu railway project; feasibility study by October According to the DOTr in a statement,
median lanes along the following road sections will remain closed to

• Pangilinan says P3,000 fisherfolk aid too small; subsidy rollout better (2026-03-12 19:29)

MANILA, Philippines — Sen. Francis Pangilinan on Thursday said the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR)’s proposed P3,000 fuel subsidy for fisherfolk is too small, urging the
government to fast-track assistance as rising diesel prices continue to strain the sector. In the
hearing of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Food and Agrarian Reform, attendees

• MRT-3 suspending operations on April 2-5 for maintenance activities (2026-03-12 19:24)

MANILA, Philippines — The Metro Rail Transit (MRT-3) will suspend its operations on April 2-5,
2026 for railway maintenance. In an advisory on Thursday, the train line said that it will be
conducting its annual Holy Week maintenance activities. READ: Free MRT, LRT rides pushed
amid looming big-time fuel increase READ: DOF welcomes P8.2B MRT-3

• ACT tells gov’t: Provide adequate funding to address classroom woes (2026-03-12 19:21)
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MANILA, Philippines — The Alliance of Concerned Teachers (ACT) on Thursday said it opposed
the proposed plan of the Department of Education (DepEd) to implement a “4+1” blended
learning scheme, warning that this would rather shift the classroom shortage crisis to students,
their families and local government units. ACT Chair Ruby Bernardo said the proposal,

• Rep. Revilla: Bigger budget needed to help OFWs amid US-Iran conflict (2026-03-12 18:47)

MANILA, Philippines — There may be a need for a bigger allocation for the next year’s budget 
as the government needs to help overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) who may be forced to return 
home due to the Middle East conflict, Agimat party-list Rep. Bryan Revilla said on Thursday. 
Revilla in an online press briefing explained that

• Palace declares March 20, 2026 a regular holiday for Eid’l Fitr (2026-03-12 18:23)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has declared Friday, March 20, 2026, as 
a regular holiday throughout the country in observance of Eid’l Fitr or the end of the Feast of 
Ramadan. The announcement was made as he joined members of the Muslim community and 
leaders from across the country at the Grand Iftar in Malacañang, Palace

• ICI turns over docs to Ombudsman as Marcos says job done (2026-03-12 18:15)

MANILA, Philippines — The Independent Commission on Infrastructure (ICI) on Thursday began
the massive turnover of documents to the Office of the Ombudsman after President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr.’s remarks that the body’s job is already done. Two police trucks carrying
documents related to the flood control anomalies probe have arrived at the Ombudsman’s
headquarters in

• High fuel, power costs? You can tap renewables (2026-03-12 18:03)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines has long relied on imported fuel to keep its lights on,
but global disruptions — such as the conflict in the Middle East that is driving a spike in oil
prices — are exposing the risks of that dependence. For millions of Filipinos, the issue is not
only national energy

• DA further expands P20-rice program in Davao de Oro, del Norte (2026-03-12 18:01)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Agriculture (DA) on Thursday announced the further
expansion of its P20 rice program in Mindanao, specifically in Davao de Oro and Davao del
Norte. According to the DA in a statement, the program was expanded to Maco, Davao de Oro,
and Carmen, Davao del Norte through the turnover of

• Quimbo admits suspending VAT on fuel is unlikely: Unwise move (2026-03-12 17:58)

MANILA, Philippines — Suspending the value-added tax (VAT) on fuel products is unlikely as of
this time, as it will be an unwise move to bring down the country’s revenues even further,
Marikina Rep. Miro Quimbo said in an online interview on Thursday. He said suspending VAT
would only bring bigger damage to the economy, as
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• 2 men arrested, P47-M shabu seized by PDEA BARMM in Tawi-Tawi (2026-03-12 17:45)

COTABATO CITY – Anti-drug operatives from the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency in the 
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (PDEA-BARMM) seized more than P47 
million worth of suspected shabu (crystal meth) and arrested two alleged drug peddlers during 
a buy-bust operation in Barangay Poblacion, Sibuto, Tawi-Tawi on Wednesday, March 11. Edgar 
Jubay, regional director of PDEA-BARMM, said Jubay said anti-narcotic agents confiscated seven

• MIAA implements 4-day workweek (2026-03-12 17:43)

MANILA, Philippines — The Manila International Airport Authority (MIAA) on Thursday said it
has adopted a four-day workweek for its personnel in an effort to reduce operational costs
amid the ongoing conflict in the Middle East. In a statement, MIAA said a memorandum was
issued on Monday directing employees assigned to the administration building to

• Frasco out as DOT secretary, Usec. Buensuceso to act as OIC (2026-03-12 17:40)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has appointed Tourism Secretary
Christina Garcia Frasco as Presidential Adviser for Sustainable and Resilient Communities, with
the Department of Tourism to be temporarily headed by Undersecretary Verna Buensuceso as
officer in charge. This was confirmed by Palace Press Officer Claire Castro to reporters on
Thursday. READ: Christina Frasco: No

• Higher excise tax, larger warning labels on cigarette packs pushed (2026-03-12 17:40)

MANILA, Philippines — Health experts are calling for higher taxes on cigarettes and larger
warning labels on the packaging after a new study found that such policies help motivate
Filipino smokers to quit the habit. “If the excise tax on cigarettes were increased to P90 per
pack—a 23-percent increase from its current rate—roughly 5.5 million

• BOC seizes P26-M worth of shabu hidden inside hotdog machine in Pasay (2026-03-12 
17:34)

MANILA, Philippines — Approximately P26-million worth of suspected shabu concealed inside a 
hotdog roller machine was seized by the Bureau of Customs (BOC) in Pasay City, the agency said 
on Thursday. According to the agency, the BOC – Ninoy Aquino International Airport (Naia) 
conducted an operation in a warehouse in Pasay City which led to

• Marcos certifies urgent bill to cut, suspend oil excise taxes (2026-03-12 17:24)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has certified as urgent a measure that 
would allow him to suspend or reduce the excise taxes on oil products. READ: House OKs bill 
suspending excise tax on fuel on second reading This will allow Congress to immediately pass a 
bill through the second and third readings on the same day. /das

• Marina-NCR adopting 4-day workweek (2026-03-12 17:11)

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194721/2-men-arrested-p47-m-shabu-seized-by-pdea-barmm-in-tawi-tawi
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194746/miaa-implements-4-day-workweek
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194745/frasco-named-presidential-adviser-buensuceso-to-lead-dot
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194744/higher-excise-tax-larger-warning-labels-on-cigarette-packs-pushed
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194740/boc-seizes-p2-m-worth-of-shabu-hidden-inside-hotdog-machine-in-pasay
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194731/marcos-on-oil-excise-tax
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194724/marina-ncr-adopting-4-day-work-week


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 76 — 2026-03-16

MANILA, Philippines — The Maritime Industry Authority (Marina)’s National Capital Region 
(NCR) office will transition to a four-day on-site workweek to comply with energy-saving 
protocols, while its frontline services will remain operational five days a week. In an advisory on 
Thursday, Marina said the new working arrangement has been in effect since Monday, March 9. 
It noted

• SC: Being ‘drunk and hurt’ is no excuse for text harassment (2026-03-12 17:02)

MANILA, Philippines — The Supreme Court (SC) has affirmed the conviction of a man who sent 
a barrage of “humiliating and threatening” text messages to his former partner, saying it is 
considered psychological distress under the Anti-Violence Against Women and Their Children 
Act (Republic Act 9262). In a decision promulgated Jan. 19, 2026, the SC

• Legarda seeks accountability for onion price crash, import overlap (2026-03-12 17:02)

MANILA, Philippines – Senator Loren Legarda has called urgent attention to the collapse of
onion farm gate prices in Nueva Ecija and Occidental Mindoro, which plunged from ₱120–₱150
per kilogram in January 2026 to just ₱30–40 in February 2026, leaving farmers on the brink of
economic loss while retail prices in Metro Manila remained disproportionately

• Cigarette triggers 3-hour grass fire in Malolos (2026-03-12 16:47)

CITY OF MALOLOS, Bulacan—A cigarette butt hurled into a grassy area triggered over three 
hours of blaze in a lot near the old transmitter station of Radio Veritas along the MacArthur 
highway in Barangay Dakila here on Thursday.  Fire Inspector Edgar Feliciano, deputy chief of 
the Malolos fire station of the Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP),  told

• Nurses group backs Camille Villar’s ‘Nurse in Every Barangay’ measure (2026-03-12 
16:40)

MANILA, Philippines — Senator Camille Villar met with leaders of the Philippine Nurses
Association (PNA) on Monday, where the country’s largest organization of nurses expressed its
support for Senate Bill No. 1764, or the proposed “Nurse in Every Barangay Act.” “Our
nurses are among the most skilled and dedicated professionals in the world,” Villar said.

• Palace: EJK cases more important vs Duterte’s aid in father’s PH burial (2026-03-12 
16:28)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s gratitude for the burial of his father
and namesake at the Libingan ng mga Bayani (LMB), a decision made during the time of former
President Rodrigo Duterte, does not equate to turning a blind eye to the victims of extrajudicial
killings (EJK), according to Palace Press Officer Claire

• PNP tightens vetting of new recruits amid espionage woes (2026-03-12 16:23)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine National Police (PNP) has tightened its vetting of recruits
amid its concerns of possible attempts to infiltrate internal security institutions. The PNP
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previously said that 1,700 slots are now available for new recruits under the regular quota
in2026, while 4,478 slots are open under the attrition quota, which covers

• Comelec implementing energy-saving measures (2026-03-12 16:20)

MANILA, Philippines — The Commission on Elections (Comelec) will adopt energy-saving 
measures to institutionalize energy efficiency and conservation practices within the commission 
amid the major oil price hike in the country.  The Comelec has released its energy conservation 
protocol in line with the Republic Act No. 11285 or the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Act of

• Ejercito pushes BARMM as PH’s emerging tourism, growth corridor (2026-03-12 16:15)

MANILA, Philippines – Amid the holy month of Ramadan, Senator JV Ejercito visited the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM), highlighting its vast tourism
potential and encouraging more Filipinos to discover the region’s natural beauty, rich culture,
and growing opportunities for development. During the visit, Ejercito met with Maguindanao del
Sur Governor Datu Ali

• BOC lauds companies for complying with customs laws, regulations (2026-03-12 15:59)

MANILA, Philippines — Several companies were recognized by the Bureau of Customs (BOC) for 
their role in supporting the government’s revenue efforts and for their compliance with the 
agency’s laws and regulations. In a statement on Thursday, the BOC said that the agency’s 
Post Clearance Audit Group (PCAG) held its Stakeholders Awarding Ceremony on Wednesday,

• DFA operations to follow 4-day workweek starting March 16 (2026-03-12 15:41)

MANILA, Philippines — In accordance with the government’s energy conservation efforts, the 
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) will implement a four-day workweek starting March 16. In a 
statement on Thursday, the DFA said the compressed workweek will apply to its Office of 
Consular Affairs (OCA) at the Aseana Building, Double Dragon Plaza Complex, as well

• Palace: VP Duterte may have breached trust over Middle East alerts (2026-03-12 15:37)

MANILA, Philippines — Palace Press Officer Claire Castro said on Thursday that Vice President 
Sara Duterte may have committed a “breach of public trust” if she had not alerted the 
government about the potential fallout from the Middle East conflict. This statement came in 
response to Duterte’s criticism of the Marcos administration’s alleged lack of preparation for

• Baligod, 18 alleged ex-Marines expected to return to NBI March 17 (2026-03-12 15:27)

MANILA, Philippines — The 18 alleged former Marines — who claimed to be “bagmen” of
former Ako Bicol party-list Rep. Elizaldy Co — and their counsel, Levito Baligod, are expected to
return to the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) on March 17, according to NBI director
Melvin Matibag. Matibag said this in an interview on

• 4 missing fishermen rescued in Masbate (2026-03-12 15:17)
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TACLOBAN CITY — Four fishermen from Northern Samar who were reported missing after their
fishing boat was found half-submerged off the waters of San Isidro town were later located safe
in Masbate province, authorities said. The missing fishermen, identified as Ramil Estido, 45;
Jeran Balag, 33; Antonio Balag, 28, and Boboy Calapano, 56, were reportedly

• Solons split on Sara Duterte lawyers as impeachment witnesses (2026-03-12 15:06)

MANILA, Philippines — Lawmakers have given different views on concerns that Vice President 
Sara Duterte’s lawyers can be potential key witnesses in impeachment hearings against her, 
with one noting that it should not be an issue. In an online interview on Thursday, Marikina Rep. 
Miro Quimbo — a lawyer and a member of the prosecution team

• Senate panel OKs bills improving socialized, urban housing (2026-03-12 15:06)

MANILA, Philippines – Several bills, including a measure protecting families from eviction, have
been approved at the Senate committee on urban planning, housing and resettlement.
Authored by Sen. Rodante Marcoleta, Senate Bill No. 70 or “An Act Exempting the
Underprivileged and Homeless from the Required Payment of Supersedeas Bond to Perfect an
Appeal in Relation

• Floods, landslides displace over 500 families in Caraga (2026-03-12 14:59)

BUTUAN CITY – The trough of a tropical storm has affected 37,840 families, or 129,084
individuals, across 108 barangays in the Caraga Region since Monday, the Regional Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Council (RDRMMC-13) reported Thursday. Based on the
RDRRMC-13 report as of Wednesday afternoon, the weather disturbance brought moderate to
heavy rains, triggering floods and

• Residents urged to take precautions as Calapan heat index surges (2026-03-12 14:47)

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro — The heat index in this city is expected to reach 31 degrees
Celsius on Thursday, according to the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration (Pagasa). While the forecast falls under the “caution level,”
authorities still advised residents to take preventive measures against heat-related illnesses as
temperatures continue to rise during the dry

• 2 Cordillera activists missing following reported release (2026-03-12 14:33)

BAGUIO CITY — Two individuals arrested during a joint police and military operation in Quezon
City have been reported missing, according to the Cordillera Human Rights Alliance (CHRA). In a
statement, CHRA said John Silverio Saligbon, also known to peers as John-John or Bonbon, and
Jess Gamay have not been seen or heard from for

• Ombudsman wants ‘unique perspective’ of each of 18 ‘ex-Marines’ (2026-03-12 
14:15)
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MANILA, Philippines — The Office of the Ombudsman on Thursday requested the camp of the
18 personalities who identified themselves as former Marines to produce separate affidavits,
noting that “their own unique perspective” could strengthen the credibility of allegations they
made. These personalities, who were alleged to be bagmen of former Ako Bicol party-list Rep.

• Groups to protest Meralco rate hike, fuel surge (2026-03-12 14:11)

MANILA, Philippines — Rural groups on Thursday announced plans to stage protests against
higher electricity rates, saying the increase would further burden consumers already grappling
with soaring fuel prices. The coalition, led by peasant group Anakpawis, condemned the latest
rate adjustment announced by the Manila Electric Company (Meralco), which raised electricity
charges by 64 centavos

• Petition filed against poll-related BARMM laws (2026-03-12 14:06)

COTABATO CITY – A petition was filed on Monday asking the Supreme Court to set aside two
laws necessary for the holding of parliamentary elections in the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM). According to petitioners Abu Mujahid Mamutuk and
Sultan Saad Amate, both residents of Marawi City, Bangsamoro Autonomy Act (BAA) Numbers
86

• Dizon vows to complete unfinished buildings in PUP campuses by 2027 (2026-03-12 13:36)

MANILA, Philippines — Public Works Secretary Vince Dizon on Thursday committed to
completing the stalled construction of buildings at the main campus and satellite branches of
the Polytechnic University of the Philippines (PUP), which is expected to end classroom
shortages at the university. Dizon made this commitment during the Department of Public
Works and Highways

• P26.9-M worth of shabu intercepted at Naia – PNP (2026-03-12 13:32)

MANILA, Philippines — Suspected shabu (crystal meth) worth P26.9 million was intercepted
from a supposedly abandoned inbound parcel at a cargo area at the Ninoy Aquino International
Airport (Naia) complex, the Philippine National Police (PNP) said on Thursday. The parcel was
flagged during a routine x-ray screening and inspection by Bureau of Customs and Philippine

• 4 nabbed over Nueva Ecija car burning deaths (2026-03-12 13:26)

MANILA, Philippines — The primary suspect in the killing of a woman and her driver found in a
burned car in Peñaranda, Nueva Ecija was arrested alongside three individuals accused of being
accessories to the crime, the police said on Thursday. Operatives had tracked down the four
individuals to a location in Mallig, Isabela on

• Duplication? Ombudsman also seeks to interview 18 ‘ex-Marines’ – lawyer (2026-03-12 
13:23)
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MANILA, Philippines — The Office of the Ombudsman also wants to interview the 18 alleged
former Marines, a move dubbed by a lawyer as “duplication” since the National Bureau of
Investigation (NBI) is already conducting its own probe. This information was disclosed by the
lawyer of the former military personnel, Levito Baligod, when they appeared

• 295 grenades seized from terror group arms cache in Lanao Sur (2026-03-12 13:17)

ZAMBOANGA CITY – Government troops recovered 295 grenades from an arms cache believed 
to be hidden by remnants of the Dawlah Islamiya-Maute Group (DI-MG) in the hinterlands of 
Lanao del Sur, the military said Thursday. Maj. Gen. Yegor Rey Barroquillo Jr., 1st Infantry 
Division commander, said troops of the Army’s 55th Infantry Battalion (55IB) discovered the

• Pangilinan, Tulfo grill BFAR chief over absence, delays at hearing (2026-03-12 12:28)

MANILA, Philippines — Sens. Francis Pangilinan and Erwin Tulfo on Thursday grilled the chief of
the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) over his absence and the agency
representatives’ “delays” and “unpreparedness” during a previous committee hearing. In
the hearing of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Food and Agrarian Reform, the senators
questioned the

• Priority bills on education, digital push inch closer to House final OK (2026-03-12 12:25)

MANILA, Philippines — The priority bills on education and push for digitalization are inching
closer to being passed before the House of Representatives. This comes as the House on
Wednesday approved on second reading two priority education measures and a measure
pushing government offices to digitize payment channels, which are included in the
Legislative-Executive Development

• P50,000 reward up for info on kidnapping in Bohol (2026-03-12 11:56)

TAGBILARAN CITY, Bohol — The provincial government in Bohol has offered P50,000 in reward 
money for anyone who can provide information on an alleged kidnapping here on Wednesday. 
Police authorities are investigating an incident captured on video near the Dao Integrated Bus 
Terminal in Barangay Dao here on Wednesday afternoon. The video, which has circulated on

• Zambales’ mango fest shortened, some events canceled to save fuel (2026-03-12 11:45)

OLONGAPO CITY — Amid rising fuel costs, the Zambales Tourism office announced on
Wednesday an adjustment to the schedule of activities for the annual mango festival in
Zambales province. READ: DEPDev warns: Worst-case scenario sees diesel hitting P96 per liter
Originally scheduled from April 9 to 12, the four-day celebration has been shortened to three
days, now taking place on April 10 to

• Police eye P2.5-M debt in Nueva Ecija car burning deaths (2026-03-12 11:38)

MANILA, Philippines — Police investigators are looking into an alleged P2.5-million debt owed
by a suspect to a woman and a male driver who were found dead inside a burning car in
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Peñaranda, Nueva Ecija, the town police chief said. A police report from the
PeñarandaMunicipal Police Station previously identified the woman as Regine

• Diokno asks House justice panel to take custody of Madriaga (2026-03-12 11:30)

MANILA, Philippines — The House of Representatives’ committee on justice should take 
custody of Ramil Madriaga to ensure his safety and availability while the panel discusses the 
impeachment complaints against Vice President Sara Duterte, Akbayan party-list Rep. Chel 
Diokno said. Diokno wrote a letter to the committee chairperson and Batangas Rep. Gerville 
Luistro last March 5

• Ex-cop, aide arrested for killing Bulacan policeman (2026-03-12 11:15)

CAMP GEN. ALEJO SANTOS, Bulacan—Authorities arrested on Tuesday night a dismissed 
policeman and his cohort in the killing over the weekend of a police officer assigned in the 
Bulacan Provincial Police Office (PPO).  Brig. Gen. Jess Mendez, Region 3 police director, 
presented to the media here on Wednesday, former Patrolman Marvin Salim, 43, the alleged 
gunman,

• Defensor receives info that Orly Guteza is in the country (2026-03-12 11:10)

MANILA, Philippines — “Where is Orly Guteza?” Former Congressman Mike Defensor said on
Thursday that he received information that Orly Guteza is still in the Philippines, but does not
know his exact location. “That is what I know,” he said while nodding, when asked in an
ambush interview if Guteza is still in the Philippines.

• LOOK: Cavite fisher shows diesel he bought amid oil price hike (2026-03-12 10:42)

MANILA, Philippines — A fisherfolk leader in Cavite displayed a four-liter container of diesel he 
bought for his fishing trip, noting the impact of the staggered oil price hikes. The photo posted 
on Facebook by fisher group Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas 
(Pamalakaya) was captioned: “This four-liter container of diesel had a 60%

• 16 of 18 alleged ex-Marines appear before the NBI (2026-03-12 09:57)

MANILA, Philippines — Sixteen of the 18 alleged former Marines—who claimed to be
“bagmen” of former Ako Bicol Partylist Rep. Zaldy Co—on Thursday appeared before the
National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) to comply with a subpoena issued to them. They arrived
around 9:40 a.m., accompanied by their counsel Atty. Levito Baligod. READ: NBI subpoenas 18

• PNP to deploy cops during rollout of P5,000 cash aid for drivers (2026-03-12 09:51)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine National Police (PNP) will be deploying police officers to
oversee security for the rollout of the P5,000 cash aid for public utility vehicle (PUV) drivers
starting this coming Tuesday, March 17. “Our officers are trained to ensure the process is
orderly and that every beneficiary is protected,” PNP Chief Gen.
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• LIST: Canceled flights on March 12 due to Middle East war (2026-03-12 09:24)

MANILA, Philippines — More Philippine flights to and from the Middle East countries have been
canceled due to disrupted airspace and security concerns amid a war in the region. Following is
the list of flights canceled by Cebu Pacific and Philippine Airlines: March 12, 2026 (Thursday)
Cebu Pacific Philippine Airlines Meanwhile, in their latest advisories,

• Magnitude 5 earthquake hits Surigao del Sur (2026-03-12 08:49)

MANILA, Philippines — A magnitude 5 earthquake jolted Surigao del Sur on Thursday morning,
the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (Phivolcs) said. According to Phivolcs, the
earthquake occurred at exactly 8:06 a.m. The quake was located 40 kilometers north, 86° east
of Marihatag town. It was tectonic in origin, with a depth of focus

• Pagasa warns heat index under ‘extreme caution’ alert in some areas (2026-03-12 
08:11)

MANILA, Philippines — Several areas in the country may experience “extreme caution” heat
index level on Thursday, according to the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa). Pagasa warned heat indices reaching the
“extreme caution” level of 33 to 41°C may cause heat cramps and heat exhaustion while
prolonged exposure can lead to heat

• OIL PRICE WATCH as of March 12, 2026 (2026-03-12 08:10)

MANILA, Philippines — Fuel price increases are expected to hound motorists and the general 
public anew on Thursday, March 12, 2026 as the war in the Middle East rages on.  Recent oil 
price adjustments have been among the steepest in years. Diesel prices rose between P17.50 
and P24.25 per liter, with oil companies staggering increases across

• DPWH seeks fund for Tacloban’s ‘Grand Canal’ amid 2026 budget halt (2026-03-12 
07:13)

TACLOBAN CITY — The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) is pushing for
funding for the P3.2-billion Tacloban-Palo Diversion Road in 2027. This comes after the release
of outlay for the ongoing construction was affected by the agency’s major overhaul of its 2026
project lineup. In a media interview Wednesday, DPWH Eastern Visayas Regional Director

• Surigao, Dinagat residents warned vs. worship group’s Ponzi scheme (2026-03-12 06:51)

BUTUAN CITY — The Securities and Exchange Commission – Butuan City Extension Office
(SEC-Butuan) has warned residents in Surigao City and the province of Dinagat Islands against
engaging in an unauthorized investment scheme being promoted by JFunds Business Center, an
official announced Friday. In an advisory, SEC-Butuan said JFunds Business Center is not
registered with the

• Marcoleta calls basis of WPS defenders mere ‘satsat’ (2026-03-12 05:48)
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Don’t dismiss them as mere “satsat” (chatter). Senators Rodante Marcoleta and Risa
Hontiveros clashed on Wednesday over a term he used to describe the way some government
officials and maritime experts had been defending the country’s position in its maritime
dispute with China. The issue was over a single word, but it was the latest

• Experts call for early diabetes checks as youth cases rise (2026-03-12 05:44)

Health experts are urging the public to undergo regular screening for diabetes amid rising cases
of the chronic disease, which has already affected even younger individuals. In a press
conference on Tuesday, endocrinologist Dr. Elaine Cunanan said those who are 35 years old and
above should ideally take a fasting blood sugar test at least

• Comelec: Complications delaying Marcoleta’s case (2026-03-12 05:42)

Commission on Elections (Comelec) Chair George Erwin Garcia said on Wednesday they could
not yet release their findings in the election campaign contributions case of Sen. Rodante
Marcoleta because of “legal complications” arising from a similar case that was recently
referred to its legal department by the Office of the Ombudsman. He said the Comelec’s

• Tropical Storm Nuri shifts direction outside PAR (2026-03-12 05:41)

MANILA, Philippines – Tropical storm Nuri shifted its direction and maintained its strength 
outside the Philippine area of responsibility early Thursday morning, according to the state 
weather bureau. In its 4 a.m. update, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) reported that Nuri was tracked some 1,415 
kilometers east of Eastern Visayas, with

• Marcos: ICI done with assigned tasks but . . . (2026-03-12 05:40)

As far as President Marcos is concerned, the Independent Commission for Infrastructure (ICI)
has done its task although he is adopting a wait-and-see stance at the moment. “For now, their
brief has already been fulfilled,” he told reporters on Wednesday (Manila time) in New York
City, shortly before his scheduled return to Manila at the

• Jeepney group: Halt fuel tax or raise fare by P2 (2026-03-12 05:30)

Jeepney drivers, now reeling from oil price aftershocks that have so far cut their take-home pay
in half, are urging the government to either suspend the excise on fuel or grant a P2 increase in
the minimum fare. The transport group Manibela told the House of Representatives on
Wednesday that it prefers the tax suspension

• 5 dead, 20,000 displaced in clashes in BARMM town (2026-03-12 05:04)

COTABATO CITY—Nearly 5,000 families or more than 20,000 people were displaced from their
homes in Nabalawag town in the Special Geographic Area of the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) following days of clashes that killed five people. Sajed
Mamalampa, Nabalawag municipal information officer, said the displaced families come from

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194396/experts-call-for-early-diabetes-checks-as-youth-cases-rise
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194393/comelec-complications-delaying-marcoletas-case
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194446/tropical-storm-nuri-maintains-strength-outside-par
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194390/marcos-ici-done-with-assigned-tasks-but
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194399/jeepney-group-halt-fuel-tax-or-raise-fare-by-p2
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2194344/5-dead-20000-displaced-in-clashes-in-barmm-town


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 84 — 2026-03-16

the villages of Damatulan,

• In Baguio, village ordinance regulates use of ‘gong’ (2026-03-12 05:02)

BAGUIO CITY—The summer capital’s largest barangay has imposed new rules that would
require an indigenous Filipino elder’s approval before the sound of “gangsa” (hand-held
gong) rings out through neighborhoods in the village. An ordinance passed late last year by the
barangay council of Irisan prescribes the appropriate occasions when gongs and other
indigenous musical instruments

• Malaybalay City chooses open, green governance (2026-03-12 04:35)

On a typical bidding day in Malaybalay City, anyone with internet access can watch the entire
procurement process unfold live on the local government’s Facebook page. For Mayor Jay
Warren Pabillaran, livestreaming government processes was not a trend to follow but a
principle to establish—it was his very first administrative order, his opening move toward

• CHEd to educators: Work together to boost higher education in PH (2026-03-12 04:10)

MANILA, Philippines — Commission on Higher Education (CHEd) Chairperson Shirley Agrupis on
Wednesday stressed the importance of various educators working together to strengthen
higher education in the country. Agrupis made the pronouncement after leaders and
representatives from various state universities and colleges (SUCs), local universities and
colleges (LUCs), and private higher education institutions (HEIs) gathered

• Sara Duterte slams use of son’s photo in online disinformation (2026-03-11 23:37)

MANILA, Philippines — Vice President Sara Duterte on Wednesday denounced online posts
using her son’s photograph to spread false information to the public. According to a
statement released by the Office of the Vice President, Duterte was made aware of online posts
containing a photo of her son telling people to “take care” of his

• P6 M allegedly smuggled cigarettes seized in Zamboanga City (2026-03-11 23:16)

PAGADIAN CITY, Zamboanga del Sur – Authorities intercepted a closed van transporting 
allegedly smuggled cigarettes worth an estimated P6 million during an operation in Zamboanga 
City late Monday afternoon. The truck driven by Randy Tan was flagged down by operatives of 
the Police Regional Intelligence Division 9 (RID-9) in a bypass road between Boalan and

• ‘Pinoy Book Characters’ parade promotes reading among children (2026-03-11 23:05)

ALAMINOS CITY, Pangasinan– “Darna,” “Maria Makiling,” “Dyesebel,” “Princess
Urduja,” “Tikbalang,” and other mythical figures were among the colorful characters that
paraded through the streets of this city on Monday morning. But behind the larger-than-life
characters were 37 pupils from Grades 1 to 3 of public and private elementary schools who
transformed themselves into personalities from
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• BOC: P382 M illicit cigarette manufacturing materials seized in Pampanga (2026-03-11 
22:20)

MANILA, Philippines — An estimated P382 million worth of illicit cigarette manufacturing
materials were seized in Pampanga, the Bureau of Customs (BOC) announced on Wednesday.
The BOC, in a statement, said the materials were seized during an enforcement operation inside
a warehouse in Apalit, Pampanga on March 5, 2026 through coordinated efforts between the
commission

• Rep. Brian Poe presses OWWA, DMW on mobilizing ₱21.3B trust fund for OFWs 
(2026-03-11 22:15)

MANILA, Philippines — During a hearing of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, Rep. Brian
Poe raised questions on how the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA) can better
mobilize its ₱21.3 billion trust fund to support overseas Filipino workers (OFWs), particularly
those facing uncertainty overseas. At the hearing, Poe first raised concerns about the financial

• Manila Water sets direction for sustained, multimarket growth (2026-03-11 22:12)

MANILA, Philippines — Manila Water has detailed a strengthened Growth Strategy Framework 
that sets the direction for the company’s long term expansion and value creation. The multi 
year roadmap focuses on sustaining growth in its core business, improving operational 
efficiency, and developing new sources of revenue across domestic and international markets, 
supported by a disciplined

• No jackpot winners in Grand, MegaLotto draws on March 11 (2026-03-11 22:02)

MANILA, Philippines—No jackpot winners were recorded for either Grand Lotto 6/55 or
MegaLotto 6/45 in the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) draws held Wednesday,
March 11. PCSO said the winning combination for Grand Lotto 6/55 was 50-24-34-21-45-03 for a
jackpot worth ₱45 million. No ticket matched the six-number combination. READ: No jackpot
winners in PCSO lotto

• Suspend apprehension of traffic violators amid fuel price surge – solon (2026-03-11 21:32)

MANILA, Philippines — Swerte party-list Rep. Arlyn Ayon on Wednesday asked the Land
Transportation Office (LTO) to suspend the apprehension of traffic violators amid rising fuel
prices triggered by the ongoing conflict in the Middle East. Ayon made the suggestion during the
House committee on transportation briefing on the Department of Transportation’s fuel
subsidy program

• Bojie Dy urges mayors to use technology to serve constituents better (2026-03-11 21:26)

MANILA, Philippines — House Speaker Faustino ‘Bojie’ G. Dy III has urged local government 
leaders to harness modern technology and digital tools to improve public service delivery and 
strengthen communities amid emerging global challenges. Speaking at the general assembly of 
the League of Municipalities of the Philippines, Dy encouraged local officials to support the 
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administration’s

• Senate urges Executive to create national contingency plan in 15 days (2026-03-11 20:35)

MANILA, Philippines –  Amid the current and looming effects of the tensions in the Middle East, 
the Senate on Wednesday urged the executive branch of government to create within 15 days a 
National Contingency Plan. Authored by 23 senators and co-sponsored by the senate president 
Senate Resolution No. 343 was adopted with no objections. Under

• 7,838 pass March 2026 Medical Technologists licensure examination (2026-03-11 20:22)

MANILA, Philippines — A total of 7,838 out of 9,317 passed the March 2026 Medical
Technologists Licensure Examination, said the Professional Regulation Commission (PRC) on
Tuesday. The results were released in three working days after the Medical Technology board
exams took place in March across testing centers in Metro Manila, Baguio, Butuan, Cagayan de
Oro,

• FDA oversees disposal of infant formula recalled by Nestlé (2026-03-11 19:47)

MANILA, Philippines—The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) on Wednesday said the
controlled destruction of infant formula products, earlier recalled by Nestlé Philippines, began
this week, marking the final step of the recall process. In a statement, the agency said the
disposal of recalled products started on Monday, March 9, and was witnessed by an FDA

• Tropical Storm Nuri forces class suspensions in Eastern Visayas (2026-03-11 19:35)

ILOILO CITY — More than 43,000 learners and over 2,400 school personnel in Eastern Visayas
have been affected by class suspensions as Tropical Storm “Nuri” continues to influence
weather conditions in parts of the country, according to officials of the Department of Education
(DepEd). As of 5 p.m. on Wednesday, March 11, a total of

• Iloilo gov nixes local fuel subsidies due to budget constraints (2026-03-11 19:24)

ILOILO CITY—Iloilo Governor Arthur Defensor Jr. has admitted that the provincial government
cannot implement fuel subsidies despite the rise in oil prices due to tensions in the Middle East.
Defensor acknowledged the immediate relief and practicality that fuel subsidies could provide
but said that implementing them would require significant financial resources that the province
currently

• House approves travel tax abolition bill on 2nd reading (2026-03-11 19:14)

MANILA, Philippines — The House of Representatives approved a proposal to abolish the travel
tax on second reading, easing the burden on Filipino travelers. At the plenary session on
Wednesday, House Bill No. 8464 was approved via viva voce, or voice vote. House Committee
on Tourism Chairperson and Romblon Rep. Eleandro Jesus Madrona sponsored the bill,

• ACT urges gov’t to aid teachers, education workers amid oil price hike (2026-03-11 19:07)
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MANILA, Philippines — The government should also consider providing immediate relief and 
assistance to teachers and other education workers over the skyrocketing prices of fuel as this 
will directly impact their commuting expenses and even the rising cost of other commodities, 
the Alliance of Concerned Teachers (ACT) said on Wednesday. ACT Chair Ruby Bernardo pointed

• Experts urge action as diabetes, obesity hit younger Filipinos (2026-03-11 18:50)

MANILA, Philippines — Health experts have noted that cases of diabetes and obesity are 
affecting younger and younger Filipinos, prompting calls for a more “aggressive intervention” 
from the government as well as the public. During a press conference on Tuesday, 
endocrinologist Dr. Elaine Cunanan urged those who are 35 years old and above to take

• 8 of 18 ‘ex-Marines’ not assigned to Zaldy Co — NBI (2026-03-11 18:48)

MANILA, Philippines — Eight of the 18 alleged former Marines who recently claimed to be
“bagmen” of resigned Ako Bicol Rep. Elizaldy Co were found to be “not assigned” to the
former congressman, National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) Director Melvin Matibag said. In an
interview at the NBI headquarters in Pasay City on Wednesday, Matibag

• PNP looking for 6,178 recruits in 2026 (2026-03-11 18:23)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine National Police (PNP) is looking for 6,178 recruits this
year. In a statement on Wednesday, the PNP said there are 1,700 slots under the regular quota
in 2026, while 4,478 slots fall under the attrition quota, or the number of police officers needed
to replenish the force from retirees and

• Jeffrey Soriano returns to House as ACT-CIS party-list representative (2026-03-11 18:00)

MANILA, Philippines — Former lawmaker Jeffrey Soriano has returned to the House of 
Representatives as ACT-CIS party-list representative, replacing former Rep. Edvic Yap, who 
resigned last February. During Wednesday’s session, Soriano took his oath of office before 
House Speaker Faustino “Bojie” Dy III. Last March 4, the Commission on Elections proclaimed 
Soriano as Yap’s resignation.  Currently, the ACT-CIS

• Old woman dies trying to save church funds from burning house (2026-03-11 17:54)

PAOMBONG, Bulacan — A 75-year-old woman and member of a church choir was killed when a
fire destroyed four houses in her family’s compound in Poblacion on Tuesday. SFO1 Jennifer
Salamat, administration chief of the Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) in Paombong town, said
Josephine Pineda, the lone fatality, died after returning to the burning

• PNP to review deployment for 2026 summer season (2026-03-11 17:49)

MANILA, Philippines — Philippine National Police (PNP) Chief Gen. Jose Melencio Nartatez Jr.
ordered the agency to review its plans to deploy officers for the 2026 summer season. In a
statement, the top cop said their security measures must take into account the heat index and
personnels’ health condition, ordering the strict monitoring of officers’
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• Senate panel finalizing details on fuel excise tax suspension (2026-03-11 17:43)

MANILA, Philippines — The Senate committee on ways and means is still in the process of 
finalizing its version of a bill that aims to suspend excise taxes for petroleum products, amid the 
fuel price hike, the committee’s chairperson Sen. Pia Cayetano said on Wednesday. Cayetano 
told the press that the committee still lacks details, such

• House OKs bill suspending excise tax on fuel on second reading (2026-03-11 17:38)

MANILA, Philippines — A bill that seeks to give President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. the power to 
suspend excise taxes on fuel products during emergencies has been approved on second 
reading. During the session on Wednesday, House Bill No. 8418, which seeks to make 
amendments to the National Internal Revenue Code, was approved via viva voce or voice

• All municipalities to receive direct support under expanded LGSF (2026-03-11 17:36)

MANILA, Philippines — For the first time in Philippine history, every municipality in the country
will receive support from a national grassroots development program. The League of
Municipalities of the Philippines (LMP) thanked President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. for launching
what it described as a landmark initiative under the Local Government Support Fund (LGSF) that
will

• BOC intercepts  P1.2B marijuana at Manila Port (2026-03-11 17:33)

MANILA, Philippines — The Bureau of Customs (BOC) on Wednesday said P1.2 billion worth of
marijuana—initially declared as plasticware—was intercepted at the Manila International
Container Port (MICP). According to the BOC, the shipment was discovered during a physical
examination at the MICP on March 7, conducted in collaboration with the Philippine Drug
Enforcement Agency (PDEA)

• PNP warns against vacation scams ahead of 2026 summer season (2026-03-11 17:30)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine National Police Anti-Cybercrime Group (PNP ACG) on
Wednesday warned the public against vacation scams ahead of this year’s summer season.
Commonly advertised on social media, the schemes promise accommodations but end up
being non-existent or inaccurate compared to their online posts, ACG spokesperson Lt. Wallen
Mae Arancillo told reporters in

• PNP chief tells cops: Don’t be rude (2026-03-11 17:17)

MANILA, Philippines — Philippine National Police (PNP) Chief Gen. Jose Melencio Nartatez Jr.
told officers not to be rude after a Migrant Workers Office (MWO) employee in Bahrain was
ordered to be investigated for reportedly “disrespecting” Filipinos abroad seeking assistance.
In a statement on Wednesday, Nartatez said PNP personnel found to be “rude and mishandling

• PNP orders energy-saving measures in offices (2026-03-11 16:40)
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MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine National Police (PNP) has ordered its offices to
implement energy-saving measures amid rising energy costs driven by the ongoing conflict in
the Middle East. In a statement on Wednesday, the PNP said its national headquarters had
issued a memorandum ordering units to switch off lights and electrical equipment when not

• Anti-dynasty bill to displace 5,000 execs from families — Adiong (2026-03-11 16:38)

MANILA, Philippines — Lanao del Sur Rep. Zia Alonto Adiong said the current version of the
anti-political dynasty bill at the House of Representatives will displace around 5,000 officials
from political families, following allegations that it is a weak bill. In a statement on Wednesday,
ahead of the expected debates on the bill, Adiong said a

• Lacson: 4 of required 9 senators sign partial flood control report (2026-03-11 16:26)

MANILA, Philippines – Only four out of the required nine senators have signed the partial
Senate blue ribbon committee report on the flood control inquiries, Sen. Ping Lacson who
heads the committee said on Wednesday. The draft report recommends an investigation into
individuals, including three former senators, linked to the alleged anomalous flood control
projects.

• Oil price hike won’t delay infrastructure projects — Dizon (2026-03-11 16:12)

MANILA, Philippines — The construction of government infrastructure projects will not be
delayed despite oil price hikes caused by tensions in the Middle East, Public Works Secretary
Vince Dizon said on Wednesday. This was Dizon’s response when asked if the rising cost of
fuel would slow down infrastructure projects. However, he acknowledged that the oil

• Sotto reminds senators: Follow rules instead of acting tough (2026-03-11 16:08)

MANILA, Philippines — Just follow the rules, instead of acting tough or pretending to be nice,
Senate President Vicente “Tito” Sotto III reminded his colleagues on Wednesday. His
reminder came as Senate President Pro Tempore Panfilo Lacson and Sen. Rodante Marcoleta
quarreled over the Senate blue ribbon’s investigation into anomalous flood control projects
and the

• DepEd urges learners: Drive national progress through innovation (2026-03-11 15:39)

MANILA, Philippines — Education Secretary Sonny Angara on Wednesday encouraged learners
to pioneer technology-driven solutions to pressing local and global challenges as he officially
opened the 2026 National Science and Technology Fair (NSTF). With this year’s theme,
“Harnessing the Unknown: Powering the Future Through Science and Innovation,” the annual
competition organized by the Department of

• Terry Ridon warns: 2 Duterte lawyers could become witnesses (2026-03-11 15:24)

MANILA, Philippines — There may be a potential conflict of interest for Vice President Sara 
Duterte’s defense panel for the impeachment hearing as two of her lawyers may be potential 
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witnesses, Bicol Saro party-list Rep. Terry Ridon said. Ridon on Wednesday showed to reporters 
a copy of the Duterte camp’s entry of appearance for the impeachment

• 2.2 tons of meth worth almost P15 billion found in Mindoro (2026-03-11 15:19)

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro — Authorities recovered on Tuesday afternoon some 2.2 tons
of suspected meth from a beached speedboat in a coastal village here, the Army said. Troops
from the 76th Infantry Battalion said they discovered the illegal drugs around 3 p.m. on
Tuesday, March 10, after receiving information from a concerned citizen about

• OP meets with over 1,000 local execs for rice aid amid rising costs (2026-03-11 15:14)

MANILA, Philippines — The Office of the President (OP) has met with over 1,000 mayors and
governors to discuss the provision of free rice as part of the Local Government Support Fund,
the Office of the Executive Secretary (OES) said. The initiative is part of the government’s
measures to assist Filipinos amid rising fuel prices

• Push grows to raise vape, tobacco age limit to 25 (2026-03-11 15:12)

MANILA, Philippines — A coalition of health and child rights advocates backed Health Secretary
Teodoro Herbosa’s call to raise the age restriction for vape and tobacco products to 25. “We
strongly support increasing the legal age restriction for vape and tobacco products from 18 to
25,” the Philippine Tobacco Control Coalition said in a statement.

• Over 700 former rebels in Bicol apply for gov’t amnesty program (2026-03-11 15:04)

LEGAZPI CITY – A total of 719 former rebels in the Bicol Region have applied for the government 
amnesty program, according to the Local Amnesty Board Secretariat of the National Amnesty 
Commission (NAC) on Wednesday. Philipp Listanco, NAC regional director, urged eligible former 
and active rebels to apply before the deadline on Friday, March 13. “When

• Dizon: Skyway 3 segment set for 2027 finish; right-of-way issue resolved (2026-03-11 14:50)

MANILA, Philippines — The construction of the stalled interconnection segment of the Metro
Manila Skyway Stage 3 is expected to be completed by the middle of next year after right-of-way
issues have been resolved, Public Works and Highways Secretary Vince Dizon said on
Wednesday. Dizon made this statement as he, together with Transport chief Giovanni

• Marcos says PH looking for other oil supply sources (2026-03-11 14:46)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said the Philippines is now looking for
other sources for its oil supply amid price crunches driven by the ongoing Middle East conflict.
“In terms of supply, we are in good shape. And not only do we have inventory in the
Philippines, we also are awaiting some supplies

• LOOK: Evacuation of students, teachers at UP-Baguio due to bomb threat (2026-03-11 
14:39)
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Students, teachers, and employees at the University of the Philippines-Baguio were evacuated 
to the Baguio Convention Center at past noon on Wednesday due to a bomb threat. A social 
media post of the UP Baguio University Student Council said the evacuation was ordered at 
around 12:15 p.m. “after a bomb threat was received by several

• Mindoro lawmaker says infra-related rap against him is harassment (2026-03-11 14:35)

MANILA, Philippines — Occidental Mindoro Rep. Leody Tarriela said on Tuesday that a 
complaint linking him to anomalous projects is mere harassment, as he is neither a contractor 
nor involved in budget-making processes. In a statement, Tarriela said he has informed the 
Independent Commission for Infrastructure (ICI) that he is not involved in discussions of the

• Marcoleta, Hontiveros clash; remark vs WPS advocates stricken off record (2026-03-11 
14:35)

MANILA, Philippines — Sens. Rodante Marcoleta and Risa Hontiveros clashed on Wednesday
over a word uttered against outspoken government officials and maritime experts speaking on
West Philippine Sea matters. Marcoleta, who noted that the resource speakers he invited for a
supposed March 12 hearing begged off over national security concerns, used the confirmation
hearing of

• Troops seize P5.8B suspected shabu in Occidental Mindoro (2026-03-11 14:29)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine Army recovered about 876 kilograms of suspected shabu
from an abandoned speedboat that ran aground along the coast of Occidental Mindoro, military
and law enforcement officials said Wednesday. Maj. Gen. Ramon Zagala, commander of the 2nd
Infantry Division, said soldiers and civilian militia responded Tuesday afternoon after a resident
reported

• Sugar farmers wary of Senate bill suspending mandatory use of biofuels (2026-03-11 
14:13)

MANILA, Philippines – Local sugar farmers bared before the Senate on Wednesday their
concerns on the impact of suspending the mandatory use of locally-sourced biofuels amid the
looming price hikes. Ethanol Producers Association of the Philippines (EPAP) President Renato
Cabati spoke before the Senate Committee on Energy led by Sen. Pia Cayetano on the effects

• Lopez: Toll discounts for trucks, buses carrying agri, essential goods (2026-03-11 14:08)

MANILA, Philippines — Transportation Secretary Giovanni Lopez on Wednesday said the
country’s toll operators have agreed to give discounts for buses and trucks carrying
agricultural and essential goods. The measure is part of the government’s efforts to mitigate
the impact of rising fuel costs driven by the Middle East conflict apart from cash assistance.
READ:

• Soccsksargen, Bangsamoro gov’t adjust work schedules (2026-03-11 14:07)
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KORONADAL CITY – All four provinces in Region 12, or the Soccsksargen region, have adopted a
four-day workweek as austerity and conservation measures amid the energy crunch triggered
by the Middle East conflict. The neighboring Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM), whose seat of government was in Cotabato City, which used to form a

• WFH scheme for Senate workers pushed (2026-03-11 14:06)

MANILA, Philippines — Employees in the Senate may work from home (WFH) as part of the 
chamber’s initiative to conserve energy, and help reduce power and fuel costs. A 4-day 
workweek has been place in the Senate even before the war erupted in the region on February 
28. This time though, there was a suggestion

• Pangilinan calls for justice reforms, cites ‘system crisis’ (2026-03-11 13:54)

MANILA, Philippines — Senator Francis Pangilinan on Wednesday stressed the urgent need to 
reform the country’s justice system, saying stronger coordination between the legislative and 
judicial branches could help prevent another large-scale corruption scandal. Pangilinan said the 
“corruption scandal of 2025 is not just a crisis in corruption…It is really a crisis of the justice

• Dy: Local Government Code amendment will help LGUs address role better (2026-03-11 
13:48)

MANILA, Philippines — House of Representatives Speaker Faustino “Bojie” Dy III has 
admitted that there is a need to amend the Local Government Code of 1991, so local 
government units (LGUs) can address their roles better amid changes in their responsibilities. In 
a speech delivered at the League of Municipalities of the Philippines (LMP) General Assembly

• DOTr chief says fare hike looms, but asks LTFRB to ‘recrunch numbers’ (2026-03-11 
13:47)

MANILA, Philippines — Transportation Secretary Giovanni Lopez on Wednesday said his 
department is nearing a decision on petitions to increase the passenger fare for public utility 
vehicles amid oil price hikes driven by the ongoing Middle East conflict. “The Land 
Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board submitted a recommendation to the 
Department of Transportation (DOTr). I

• Rollout of P5,000 cash aid for PUV drivers to start on March 17 – DSWD (2026-03-11 13:17)

MANILA, Philippines — Cash assistance worth P5,000 will be given to public utility vehicle (PUV)
drivers, starting with tricycle drivers in Metro Manila on March 17, to help cushion the impact of
fuel price increases. This announcement comes from Social Welfare and Development Secretary
Rex Gatchalian. The move comes after a meeting between Gatchalian, the

• Butuan mayor forms task force vs illegal price hikes (2026-03-11 13:13)

SAN FRANCISCO, Agusan del Sur — Butuan City Mayor Law Fortun has created a task force to
crack down on illegal price increases after reports that some businesses in the city raised prices
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of goods and fuel ahead of official adjustment schedules. Fortun said he issued an
executiveorder creating “Oplan Bantay Presyo,” a composite

• BARMM adopts compressed workweek with Ramadan schedule (2026-03-11 13:02)

COTABATO CITY – All government offices, ministries, and bureaus in the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) have begun adopting energy conservation
protocols, including transitioning to a four-day on-site work arrangement, officials said. In a
memorandum circular, Bangsamoro Interim Chief Minister Abdulraof Macacua ordered all
personnel to implement the new schedule, which also accommodates religious

• Sotto suggests livestream of bicam anti-political dynasty talks (2026-03-11 12:30)

MANILA, Philippines—Like the national budget, Senate President Vicente “Tito” Sotto III is 
proposing that discussions on the controversial anti-political dynasty bills be live streamed at 
the congressional bicameral conference committee level. “People are interested in that, 
aren’t they? The public is interested in that. I will now suggest that the bicameral conference 
committee also be live-streamed,”

• Group: Jeepney drivers losing P400 a day, subsidy won’t suffice (2026-03-11 12:18)

MANILA, Philippines — A day after a massive fuel price hike, transport group Manibela has
informed a House of Representatives panel that jeepney drivers on average lost half of their
daily income — P400 of the usual P800 generated from 12-hour trips. At Wednesday’s hearing
of the House committee on transportation, Manibela chairperson Mar Valbuena said

• Are you Catholic? Lacson asks Vatican envoy Lotilla (2026-03-11 11:29)

MANILA, Philippines — “Are you Catholic?” Senate President Pro Tempore Panfilo Lacson on 
Wednesday posed this apt question to Raphael Perpetuo “Popo” Mercado Lotilla, who has 
since hurdled the Commission on Appointments (CA) panel as the Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary to the Holy See, the central governing body of the Catholic Church, with 
concurrent jurisdiction over

• No classes in Cotabato City public schools for last 10 days of Ramadan (2026-03-11 11:22)

COTABATO CITY – Face-to-face classes in all levels in public schools here are suspended starting
today, Wednesday, until the fasting month ends, Mayor Bruce Matabalao announced Tuesday.
Matabalao said in a statement that the suspension of classes takes effect during the last 10 days
of Ramadan. READ: Feb. 19 start of Ramadan is not a

• P142.8-M shabu seized, 2 nabbed in Quezon City drug bust (2026-03-11 11:16)

MANILA, Philippines — Suspected shabu (crystal meth) worth P142.8 million was confiscated,
and two male motorcycle taxi drivers were arrested in a buy-bust operation in Quezon City early
Wednesday morning, the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA) said. Identified as Eli, 28,
and Rolando, 42, the two suspects were entrapped, and the drugs were seized by
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• More Filipino men now open to women working full time, says analyst (2026-03-11 11:13)

MANILA, Philippines — A new Social Weather Stations (SWS) survey shows that fewer Filipino
men now worry that family life would suffer if a woman has a full-time job. Dr. Alicor Panao, an
Inquirer data scientist and associate professor at the University of the Philippines, pointed this
out based on results of the survey conducted

• Businessman with multiple arrest warrants for estafa nabbed in Pasay (2026-03-11 11:11)

MANILA, Philippines — A businessman was arrested by the police in Pasay City on multiple
estafa (swindling) warrants, the Philippine National Police (PNP) said on Wednesday. The
arrested suspect — whom the PNP identified as Mark Steven Freeman — was caught in the
basement parking lot of a mall in Barangay 76, Zone 10 on

• Sara Duterte on dad’s ICC arrest: Law not for political, personal gain (2026-03-11 10:59)

MANILA, Philippines — Vice President Sara Duterte said that the first anniversary of the
International Criminal Court (ICC)’s arrest of former President Rodrigo Duterte is a serious
reminder that the law must not be used for personal or political interests. Duterte claimed the
incident tested the country’s democratic institutions and commitment to due process, noting

• DOTr finalizing release of fuel subsidies amid rapid oil price hikes (2026-03-11 10:36)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Transportation (DOTr) is now completing the
documentation for the issuance of fuel subsidies to public utility vehicle (PUVs) operators and
drivers. This comes amid the oil price hike, as the tension in the Middle East continues, the
agency’s chief said on Wednesday. Transport Secretary Giovanni Lopez gave this update

• DILG to report next week on talks with Portugal about Zaldy Co’s return (2026-03-11 
10:19)

MANILA, Philippines — Interior and Local Government Secretary Jonvic Remulla will give a
report next week on his department’s communications with Portugal on the manhunt for
former House appropriations chairperson and resigned Ako Bicol party-list Rep. Zaldy Co. He
confirmed this in a text message to the Inquirer on Wednesday, after President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr.

• Marcos to certify emergency powers bill as urgent (2026-03-11 10:03)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. will declare as urgent a bill granting him
emergency powers to lower excise taxes on fuel amid rising prices driven by the ongoing
conflict in the Middle East. However, both the Senate and the House must first complete their
committee reports and begin plenary debates on the proposal,

• Zubiri seeks Senate probe into stalled bid to build P2.5 billion PCG ship (2026-03-11 09:56)
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MANILA, Philippines — The Senate should investigate what happened to the stalled plan to 
locally-build a 60-meter Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) vessel, which already had an allocated 
budget, but the fund was later sent back to treasury due to “bureaucratic incompetence.” 
Sen. Juan Miguel Zubiri made this appeal to his fellow senators. Zubiri, in his

• ICI’s job is done, but ‘let’s see what else they can do’ – Marcos (2026-03-11 09:44)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Wednesday (Manila time) said the
Independent Commission for Infrastructure (ICI) has finished its mandate, but added that he
will “see what else they can do.” Created by Marcos in an executive order last September to
investigate anomalies in flood control and other infrastructure projects, the ICI is

• OIL PRICE WATCH as of March 11, 2026 (2026-03-11 09:02)

MANILA, Philippines — Local diesel prices will soar by up to P24.25 per liter this week, as
announced by the Department of Energy in a media briefing. Some oil companies will
implement the hike on staggered basis. This development comes as motorists bear the brunt of
the impact of the Middle East war. Here are

• Mayon Volcano spews lava anew amid 65th day of minor eruptions (2026-03-11 08:29)

MANILA, Philippines — Small bursts of lava and flowing molten rock were seen from Mayon
Volcano in the province of Albay as it entered its 65th consecutive day of eruptions, the
Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (Phivolcs) said. The two eruptions recorded
Tuesday night and early Wednesday were small and short-lived, a type of

• LTO suspends 12 driving schools for alleged certification irregularities (2026-03-11 07:58)

MANILA, Philippines — The Land Transportation Office (LTO) has temporarily suspended 12
accredited driving schools and their instructors in Metro Manila over alleged irregularities in
issuance of certifications. In a statement on Tuesday, the LTO said it issued show cause orders
to the driving schools where they are expected to submit their written explanations after

• Amihan, trough of storm outside PAR to bring rains over parts of Mindanao (2026-03-11 
07:44)

MANILA, Philippines — Parts of the country may experience rains due to the northeast
monsoon and the trough of a tropical storm with international name “Nuri” hovering outside
the Philippine area of responsibility (PAR). This is according to the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomical Services Association (Pagasa) during its morning forecast. The
northeast monsoon or

• Next oil crunch impact: prices, cargo, air travel (2026-03-11 05:55)

A war almost half a world away has begun to exert pressure on Filipinos at the gas station and
beyond. After the joint American-Israeli attack on Iran on Feb. 28, global markets almost
immediately reflected the shock. In the Philippines, the peso plunged to a record low of 59.5 to
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the US dollar, while stock

• House bill suspending fuel tax passes committee level (2026-03-11 05:50)

A committee of the House of Representatives has approved a bill co-authored by President
Marcos’ son proposing the suspension of the excise on fuel as a way to cushion the spike in oil
prices due to the Middle East conflict. Malacañang earlier said the President would ask Congress
for emergency powers to take such mitigation

• It’s all about coping now for public transport drivers (2026-03-11 05:45)

For jeepney driver Ryan Mendoza, the latest fuel price increase means spending nearly double
for his diesel requirements—P1,000 a day as of Tuesday—and a smaller take-home pay for the
family. Before the adjustment, P600 to P700 would suffice. “But now there’s an additional
P300 [for fuel] that should otherwise go to putting food on the

• SC asked: Acquit Rappler CEO, staffer of cyberlibel (2026-03-11 05:30)

The Office of the Solicitor General (OSG) has asked the Supreme Court to clear Rappler CEO and
executive editor Maria Ressa and a former staffer of cyberlibel charges, as the case against
them was filed beyond the one-year prescription period. In a statement on Tuesday, the OSG
headed by Darlene Berberabe said that it filed

• US manufacturer to invest initial $200-M for gloves factory in PH (2026-03-11 05:23)

NEW YORK CITY – A United States (US)-based medical glove manufacturer is investing an initial
USD200 million to build a production facility in the Philippines, with plans to expand operations
once the first phase becomes successful, President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. said Tuesday (New
York time). In a press conference at The Pierre A Taj

• Gov’t raises P102.47M  from sale of Discaya vehicles (2026-03-11 05:20)

The government has raised over P100 million from the public auctions of luxury vehicles seized
in the high-profile smuggling case involving private contractors Pacifico Discaya II and his wife,
Sarah. The proceeds, which will be used to fund infrastructure and social service projects, were
turned over to the Bureau of the Treasury (BTr) by the

• House bill protects women in politics (2026-03-11 05:15)

House Senior Deputy Minority Leader and Mamamayang Liberal party list Rep. Leila de Lima,
along with 41 other lawmakers and women’s organizations, filed a bill seeking to define and
penalize violence against women in politics (VAWP). De Lima, Iloilo Rep. Julienne Baronda,
Manila Rep. Joel Chua, and Deputy Speaker Paolo Ortega V were present for

• How’s Maharlika doing? Senate probe pushed (2026-03-11 05:10)

Sen. Mark Villar has asked the Senate to look into the investment activities of the Maharlika
Investment Corp. (MIC), including its purchase of shares in port operator Asian Terminals Inc.
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(ATI), to ensure the proper management of the country’s sovereign wealth fund. In
SenateResolution No. 334, Villar sought a probe into the investments and

• Labor coalition pushes for 6-hour workday (2026-03-11 04:45)

A labor coalition on Tuesday urged the government to study the implementation of a six-hour
workday under a compressed or four-day workweek, saying that longer work hours do not
always result in increased productivity for workers. In a statement, the Nagkaisa Labor Coalition
said the government should “rethink” traditional work arrangements as it navigates the

• Think tank to gov’t, MILF: Mend ‘broken’ trust (2026-03-11 04:40)

GENERAL SANTOS CITY—A global think tank has urged the Philippine government and the
erstwhile rebel group Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) to rebuild trust to prevent the
collapse of the Bangsamoro peace process. In a report titled “Peace in the Philippines: The
Bangsamoro’s Moment of Truth,” the International Crisis Group (ICG) called on the peace

• Baguio asks for full audit of John Hay structures, profits (2026-03-11 04:35)

BAGUIO CITY—The city council on Monday called for a full audit of the operations of Camp John
Hay as it pressed the Bases Conversion and Development Authority (BCDA) to disclose a new
master plan that would guide the future of the former American recreational base land. The
council unanimously passed a resolution urging the city

• NIA solar irrigation sees stable Bicol rice output amid fuel crisis (2026-03-11 04:35)

LEGAZPI CITY—Rice production in the Bicol region is expected to remain stable despite rising
fuel prices as more farms shift to solar-powered irrigation, the National Irrigation
Administration (NIA) said. Engineer Gaudencio John De Vera, NIA Bicol regional manager, told
the Inquirer in a phone interview on Tuesday that around 60,000 hectares of rice fields in

• Palace hits Imee Marcos over reso on probe into Duterte’s ICC arrest (2026-03-11 03:50)

MANILA, Philippines — Malacanang on Tuesday criticized Senator Imee Marcos and told her to
be fairer and neutral to Filipinos after she filed a resolution seeking to further investigate
former President Rodrigo Duterte’s International Criminal Court (ICC) arrest over his alleged
crimes against humanity. In a message to reporters late Tuesday evening, Presidential
Communications Office

• Muntinlupa opens Mayor’s Action Center at OsMun hospital (2026-03-10 23:27)

MANILA, Philippines — The Muntinlupa City government has opened a Mayor’s Action Center
(MAC) inside the Ospital ng Muntinlupa (OsMun) to allow patients and their families to access
government services without leaving the hospital. The facility, inaugurated on March 10,
integrates services from the Kalingang Munti Action Center, the Local Civil Registry, and the
Social
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• Philippine Eagle Foundation announces adoption of ‘Chick #32’ (2026-03-10 23:07)

DAVAO CITY – The Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF) on Tuesday announced the adoption of its 
three-month old Philippine Eagle, Chick #32. PEF named it “Bayani,” the Filipino word for 
hero. It was adopted by Nico Herth, CEO of Procon-Grumbach, a German manufacturer of 
high-precision electronics systems. PEF relies heavily on donations, corporate partnerships and 
private

• Bureau of Customs launches new e-certificate of payment system (2026-03-10 22:49)

MANILA, Philippines — The Bureau of Customs (BOC) has launched a new electronic certificate
of payment (e�CP) system that significantly boosts service delivery for both government
agencies and stakeholders. The e�CP System is an online application platform that facilitates
the submission, processing, and transmission of motor vehicle, components, and parts
information, together with the corresponding

• No jackpot winners in PCSO lotto draws for March 10 (2026-03-10 21:55)

MANILA, Philippines—No bettor won the jackpots for the major Philippine Charity Sweepstakes
Office (PCSO) lotto games drawn Tuesday, March 10. According to PCSO, the winning
combination for Ultra Lotto 6/58 was 42-58-35-02-51-26 for a jackpot prize of ₱87.4 million. No
ticket matched all six numbers. Super Lotto 6/49 also produced no jackpot winner. The winning

• Lacson says Marcoleta Soce ‘admission’ could be ‘indirect bribery’ (2026-03-10 
20:26)

MANILA, Philippines — Senate Pro Tempore Panfilo Lacson on Tuesday said Sen. Rodante 
Marcoleta’s “admission” pertaining to campaign contributions could fall under “indirect 
bribery.” Lacson made the remark during his privilege speech zeroing in on Marcoleta’s 
controversies in yet another heated exchange between two senators. Marcoleta did not directly 
address this issue during his interpellations,

• LRTA implements 4-day workweek arrangement (2026-03-10 19:46)

MANILA, Philippines — The Light Rail Transit Authority (LRTA) on Tuesday announced that it will
be adopting a four-day onsite work arrangement to conserve energy due to rising fuel prices
caused by escalating military conflict in the Middle East. According to the operator of the Light
Rail Transit Line 2 (LRT-2) in a statement, non-frontline

• Makabayan says fuel cost spike shows failure of oil deregulation law (2026-03-10 19:34)

MANILA, Philippines — The spike in petroleum products’ cost and concerns that companies 
are selling old stock bought at cheaper prices are proof that the oil deregulation law has failed, 
lawmakers from the House of Representatives’ Makabayan bloc said on Tuesday. Makabayan, 
made up of ACT Teachers party-list Rep. Antonio Tinio, Gabriela party-list Rep. Sarah Elago,

• Some gasoline stations in Cagayan Valley run out of stock (2026-03-10 19:15)
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TUGUEGARAO CITY – While premier gasoline stations make a killing with the higher prices
ranging from P70 to P90 a liter of gasoline and diesel, some gasoline stations have run out of
stock due to the heavy queue of clients on Monday until Tuesday dawn. In a random tour
among the major gasoline stations in

• DILG issues warning vs scammer posing as Jonvic Remulla to solicit funds (2026-03-10 
19:13)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) on
Tuesday issued a warning against an alleged scammer using the name and photo of Secretary
Jonvic Remulla. In a statement, the DILG said the purported scammer had reached out to
several public officials to request “financial assistance… for a foundation allegedly affected

• Bukidnon offices still eyeing 4-day workweek amid fuel price hike (2026-03-10 19:10)

VALENCIA CITY, Bukidnon — Several government offices and agencies in Bukidnon are still
assessing whether to adopt a compressed four-day workweek, opting in the meantime to
implement energy-saving measures as global fuel prices rise due to tensions in the Middle East.
The temporary four-day onsite workweek for government offices nationwide took effect on
Monday, March

• Iloilo City prepares aid, livelihood support for repatriated OFWs (2026-03-10 18:35)

ILOILO CITY — The Iloilo City government is preparing financial assistance, livelihood
opportunities and psychosocial support for overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) who may be
repatriated amid escalating tensions in the Middle East. Mayor Raisa S. Treñas on Tuesday,
March 10, directed the city’s Public Employment Service Office (Peso) to mobilize available
programs to assist returning

• Sara Duterte warns against fake emails ‘not connected to our office’ (2026-03-10 18:34)

MANILA, Philippines — Vice President Sara Duterte on Tuesday warned the public against fake
emails falsely claiming to be from her or her office. Duterte issued the warning after her office
received reports of individuals receiving emails claiming to be from the vice president or her
office. READ: OVP alerts public on cash aid scam

• Gatchalian: Gov’t may tap contingency funds if oil prices stay elevated (2026-03-10 18:30)

MANILA, Philippines — Sen. Sherwin Gatchalian, chairperson of the Senate’s committee on
finance, said the government could tap billions of pesos from existing disaster and contingency
funds if elevated global oil prices persist due to geopolitical tensions, provided that the country
be declared under state of economic calamity. In a press briefing at the Senate

• Sandiganbayan denies bail petition of Zaldy Co’s co-accused (2026-03-10 18:00)

MANILA, Philippines — The Sandiganbayan on Tuesday denied the bail petition of nine former
Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) officials and co-accused of resigned Ako
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Bicol Rep. Zaldy Co over a malversation case. The non-bailable charge of malversation of
fundsthrough falsification of public documents stemmed from a Sunwest project — or the

• Graft raps filed vs Mindoro solon over alleged anomalous projects (2026-03-10 17:59)

MANILA, Philippines – A graft complaint has been filed before the Office of the Ombudsman
against Occidental Mindoro Rep. Leody Tarriela over his alleged involvement in supposedly
anomalous projects in the province. Radamalyn Cardoza, who hails from Brgy. Pagasa in
Occidental Mindoro, accused Tarriela of violating the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act, and
based it

• Solons laud panel approval of excise tax suspension bill (2026-03-10 17:54)

MANILA, Philippines — Several ranking lawmakers from the House of Representatives have 
expressed support for the committee on ways and means’ approval of a bill that seeks to 
suspend excise taxes for fuel, saying that the measure is badly needed amid rising prices of 
petroleum products. In a statement on Tuesday, Bicol Saro party-list Rep. Terry

• NBI: P15.6M counterfeit footwear seized in Pasay (2026-03-10 17:52)

MANILA, Philippines — The National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) confiscated more than P15.6
million in counterfeit footwear in Pasay City. In a statement on Tuesday, the NBI said its
Intellectual Property Rights Division seized 13,058 pairs of counterfeit Havaianas in various sizes
and designs. READ: NBI raids in Binondo yield over P237-M fake goods The

• Rains trigger flooding, landslide in Caraga; some roads barely passable (2026-03-10 17:49)

SAN FRANCISCO, Agusan del Sur — Persistent rains triggered flooding and a landslide in parts
of the Caraga region on Monday (March 9), disrupting road travel and classes as authorities
warned residents to stay alert for possible flash floods and additional landslides. In Lanuza,
Surigao del Sur, a landslide hit a section of the national

• Publishing house siege in QC: 10 security guards arrested for takeover (2026-03-10 17:42)

MANILA, Philippines — Ten security guards were arrested after allegedly taking over a
publishing house in Quezon City, the police said on Tuesday. “At 5 p.m. on March 9, 2026, the
group forcibly entered the compound of Vibal Publishing House and took control of the security
post, denying entry to anyone, including the company president.

• House OKs bill moving 1st BARMM parliamentary polls to September (2026-03-10 17:42)

MANILA, Philippines — The House of Representatives has approved on third and final reading a 
measure that sets the first parliamentary elections in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) on the second Monday of September 2026. During Tuesday’s 
plenary session, lawmakers passed House Bill (HB) No. 8220, which proposes amendments to 
Republic Act No.
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• Napolcom adopts four-day on-site workweek set-up (2026-03-10 17:38)

MANILA, Philippines — The National Police Commission (Napolcom) has adopted a four-day
on-site workweek set-up for its personnel. In a public advisory on Tuesday, the commission said
personnel in its central and regional offices are expected to report for duty on site from
Mondays to Thursdays, then work from home on Fridays in its bid

• Mayon logs 80 weak explosions, 133 volcanic quakes — Phivolcs (2026-03-10 17:37)

LEGAZPI CITY — The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (Phivolcs) recorded
more than 80 weak explosions and 133 volcanic earthquakes at Mayon Volcano over the past 24
hours. Doreen Abelinde, officer in charge of the Mayon Volcano Observatory, said the agency
logged over 80 very weak explosions or bursts caused by pressurized gases and

• Implicated cops in sabungeros case want to stay in Camp Crame — CIDG (2026-03-10 
17:27)

MANILA, Philippines — The 14 cops in government custody over the disappearance of at least 
34 cockfighting aficionados (sabungeros) have asked the courts that they be kept in detention in 
Camp Crame, according to the Criminal Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG). “It’s not 
that we want them to remain here. We actually want to transfer

• Only Bam Aquino so far signs draft panel report on flood probe (2026-03-10 17:09)

MANILA, Philippines — Only Sen. Bam Aquino has so far signed the draft partial report,
recommending a preliminary investigation on certain individuals, including three incumbent
senators, implicated in the anomalous flood control projects. Senate President Pro Tempore
Panfilo Lacson made this revelation when he addressed in a privilege speech on Tuesday all the
issues raised against

• BOC eyes 4-day workweek for some staff (2026-03-10 17:04)

MANILA, Philippines — The Bureau of Customs (BOC) on Tuesday said it is considering 
implementing the four-day workweek for some of its staff. “Our personnel who are not 
connected directly to the collection of taxes and duties, we can give them the four-day 
workweek privilege,” BOC Commissioner Ariel Nepomuceno said in Filipino. “However, those 
in

• Lacson, Marcoleta trade barbs on floor over WPS, Discaya (2026-03-10 16:58)

MANILA, Philippines — Senate Pro Tempore Panfilo “Ping” Lacson and Sen. Rodante
Marcoleta on Tuesday figured in yet another heated exchange, now on the Senate floor, over
matters including the West Philippine Sea and the Discaya couple who were linked in flood
control anomalies. Lacson took the floor in response to Marcoleta’s privilege speech on

• BOC: Gov’t should be ‘creative’ if excise tax on fuel suspended (2026-03-10 16:48)
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MANILA, Philippines — Bureau of Customs (BOC) Commissioner Ariel Nepomuceno said the 
government should be “creative” with its sources of funds if the excise tax on petroleum 
products is suspended amid fuel price increases brought by the Middle East conflict. Although 
he could not immediately provide exact estimates of how much revenue would be lost if the

• DOJ’s Gutierrez highlights access to justice for women during 2026 forum (2026-03-10 
16:39)

MANILA, Philippines – Department of Justice (DOJ) Undersecretary Margarita Gutierrez
underscored the importance of expanding access to justice for women, saying that legal
protections mean little if people cannot actually reach the system meant to protect them.
Speaking at the Spark! Philippines #Women2026 Ladies Who Lead Forum, held March 7 in
celebration of National Women’s

• 2 gas stations in Malolos probed for hoarding (2026-03-10 16:38)

MALOLOS CITY, BULACAN—At least two gasoline stations in this capital city of Bulacan province
are facing possible revocation of business permits due to complaints of hoarding, Mayor
Christian Natividad said on Tuesday. Natividad said they were completing the investigation into
the reported hoarding activities by the gasoline stations based on complaints from many
motorists. According

• Maybe it’s time to revisit oil deregulation law — Quimbo (2026-03-10 16:35)

MANILA, Philippines — Concerns on how oil companies are selling petroleum products — like 
allegations that fuel purchased before the Middle East conflict is now being sold at high prices 
— might be a signal to revisit the oil deregulation law, according to Marikina Rep. Miro Quimbo. 
Quimbo, chairperson of the House of Representatives’ committee on ways

• Legarda moves to ease household burden with VAT reform package (2026-03-10 16:27)

MANILA, Philippines – Senator Loren Legarda has filed three complementary measures aimed
at easing the burden on Filipino households by reforming the country’s value-added tax (VAT)
system. The proposals lower the general VAT rate, exempt basic goods and services, and correct
distortions in electricity billing to ensure fairness and fiscal responsibility. “Relief must be
responsible,”

• House ethics panel starts looking into complaints against Bong Suntay (2026-03-10 16:19)

MANILA, Philippines — The House committee on ethics and privileges has started tackling the 
complaints filed against Quezon City Rep. Bong Suntay, who recently came under fire for his 
sexually charged comments about actress Anne Curtis. The House panel’s hearing followed 
the lower chamber’s authorization and direction for the committee to “conduct a thorough 
assessment”

• DepEd taps LGUs to bridge 165,000 classroom gap; eyes faster builds (2026-03-10 16:18)
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MANILA, Philippines — Education Secretary Sonny Angara rallied over 1,300 municipal mayors 
to address the persistent classroom crisis, unveiling a multi-channel roadmap to bridge the 
nationwide 165,000-classroom deficit. Emphasizing that traditional procurement alone is 
insufficient, Secretary Angara detailed a strategic roadmap designed for faster, more flexible 
and more transparent school buildings construction. “We are no

• JV Ejercito calls out housing execs for skipping Senate hearing (2026-03-10 16:00)

MANILA, Philippines — Sen. JV Ejercito demanded an explanation from heads of the 
Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD) and the National Housing 
Authority for snubbing a Senate hearing on Tuesday. At the start of the hearing of the 
committee on urban planning, housing and resettlement, Ejercito noted the absence of DHSUD 
Secretary Jose Ramon Aliling in the

• Customs deploys teams to inspect oil depots in bid vs hoarding (2026-03-10 15:51)

MANILA, Philippines — The Bureau of Customs (BOC) on Tuesday said it has deployed teams to
inspect oil depots as part of a bid to combat hoarding and profiteering amid fuel price increases
brought on by the ongoing conflict in the Middle East. Speaking to reporters in Manila, Customs
Commissioner Ariel Nepomuceno said the initial

• Protest over fuel hike erupts in Quezon City (2026-03-10 15:44)

MANILA, Philippines — A coalition of rural groups staged a protest at a gasoline station in
Cubao, Quezon City, on Tuesday as fuel prices surged anew, prompting fisherfolk and farmers’
organizations to call on the government to suspend fuel taxes and intervene in the rising cost of
petroleum products. The protest, led by rural groups

• Lawyer says he notarized ‘18 ex-Marines’ affidavit for free (2026-03-10 15:41)

[Updated March 10, 2026, 5:13 p.m.] MANILA, Philippines — Atty. Charlie Pascual, the lawyer
who notarized the affidavit of the 18 alleged former Marines who claimed to be “bagmen” of
former Ako Bicol party-list Rep. Elizaldy Co said on Tuesday that he did not charge them any
notarization fee. Pascual said this in an ambush

• Mark Villar seeks Senate probe into activities in Maharlika investments (2026-03-10 15:19)

MANILA, Philippines — Senator Mark Villar filed a resolution seeking a Senate inquiry into the
investment activities of Maharlika Investment Corporation (MIC), including its purchase of
shares in Asian Terminals Inc. (ATI), to ensure the proper management of the country’s
sovereign wealth fund. In Senate Resolution No. 334, Villar sought probe into the investments
and

• P102.46M from Discaya car auctions turned over to Treasury (2026-03-10 15:16)

MANILA, Philippines — The Bureau of Customs (BOC) on Tuesday turned over P102.46 million,
proceeds from the successful public auctions of nine of 13 luxury cars seized by authorities
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from controversial government contractors Sarah and Curlee Discaya, to the Bureau of
theTreasury. Treasury investigation chief Jerekko Cadorna, representing National Treasurer
SharonAlmanza, received the

• Oil firms admit: Excise tax suspension won’t be felt immediately (2026-03-10 15:01)

MANILA, Philippines — Any suspension of excise taxes on fuel would not be felt immediately by
the public since oil companies have to exhaust their remaining products that have been taxed
already, a representative from independent industry players said on Tuesday. During the
hearing of the House of Representatives’ committee on ways and means, panel head

• OSG asks SC to acquit Maria Ressa, researcher in cyber libel case (2026-03-10 14:49)

MANILA, Philippines—The Office of the Solicitor General (OSG) has asked the Supreme Court for
the acquittal of Rappler CEO and Executive Editor Maria Ressa and former researcher Reynaldo
Santos, Jr., as the filing of the case went beyond the allowed time frame. In a statement on
Tuesday, the OSG, headed by Darlene Berberabe, said that

• Leyte governor mulls whether to adopt a 4-day workweek (2026-03-10 14:33)

TACLOBAN CITY — Leyte Gov. Carlos Jericho Petilla said the provincial government has yet to
decide whether to adopt a four-day workweek following a directive from Malacañang
encouraging government offices to implement energy-saving measures amid rising global fuel
prices. Petilla said he planned to meet with provincial department heads to assess the possible
policy impact

• Butuan City forms task force vs oil price manipulation (2026-03-10 14:13)

SAN FRANCISCO, Agusan del Sur — The Butuan City government has intensified monitoring
prices as it formed a multi-agency task force to prevent oil price manipulation following recent
fuel price increases linked to global supply concerns. Mayor Law Fortun convened an
emergency meeting with local officials and partner agencies on Tuesday to assess the possible

• WATCH: 18 ex-Marines notarized affidavits on flood-control kickbacks (2026-03-10 13:39)

MANILA, Philippines — Lawyer Charlie Pascual on Tuesday confirmed that 18 alleged former 
Marines visited his office to have affidavits notarized, in which they accused various government 
officials and personalities of receiving kickbacks from flood-control projects. This followed 
Pascual’s appearance before the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) on Tuesday to comply 
with a subpoena issued

• Panel OKs bill giving Marcos powers to suspend excise tax on fuel (2026-03-10 13:18)

MANILA, Philippines — The consolidated version of a bill that seeks to suspend excise taxes on 
petroleum products amid the Middle East conflict has been approved by the House of 
Representatives committee on ways and means. During the panel’s hearing on Tuesday, 
Manila Rep. Rolando Valeriano moved to approve the still-unnumbered substitute bill, subject 
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to style

• Escudero: Gov’t housing data adjusted to look good, to fool ourselves (2026-03-10 13:15)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development
(DHSUD) housing data was “reworked” to correct a “misconception” on the backlog, a
move Sen. Francis “Chiz” Escudero said was made “just to make the books look good.”
Escudero raised this during the hearing of the Senate committee on urban planning, housing
and resettlement,

• Iloilo transport group eyes provisional fare hike amid oil price surge (2026-03-10 13:05)

ILOILO CITY–Commuters traveling between Buenavista, Guimaras, and Parola in Iloilo may soon 
face higher transportation costs as the Bamosa Marina Transport Corporation serving the area 
is considering a provisional fare increase amidst the continuous spike in global fuel prices. 
Kenneth Solon, Bamosa port supervisor for operations, revealed that the relentless rise in crude 
oil prices,

• List of March 10 flights canceled due to bad weather condition (2026-03-10 13:00)

MANILA, Philippines — Several flights to and from Siargao were canceled on Tuesday, March 10,
due to continuing adverse weather conditions, the Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines
(Caap) said. According to Caap, about 1,140 passengers were affected with at least 25
passengers staying the night since Monday at Siargao Airport’s pre-departure area because of

• Sultan Kudarat revives price council amid rising costs (2026-03-10 12:47)

COTABATO CITY– To help ensure consumers’ protection amid rising fuel prices and their
effects on prime commodities, Sultan Kudarat Governor Datu Pax Ali Mangudadatu reactivated
the Provincial Price Stabilization Council (PPSC) on Monday. Mangudadatu signed Executive
Order No. 112, reactivating the PSPC “as a proactive measure to address the rising concerns
over increasing prices of fuel and

• Driver arrested for alleged rape of 11-year-old girl in Cebu (2026-03-10 12:46)

MANILA, Philippines — A habal-habal (informal motorcycle taxi) driver was arrested for the
alleged rape of an 11-year-old girl in Cebu, the Criminal Investigation and Detection Group
(CIDG) said on Tuesday. After receiving information from the Philippine Coast Guard that the
suspect was en route by boat to Manila, the police intercepted the suspect in

• Olongapo jeepney drivers, operators reel from diesel price surge (2026-03-10 12:30)

OLONGAPO CITY—Jeepney drivers and operators are struggling to stay afloat as diesel prices
continue to climb, forcing many to consider alternative jobs or even leaving public transport
altogether. Drivers say their daily earnings have been sharply reduced as fuel costs eat up most
of their income. Jomar Santos, 34, a jeepney driver with one daughter,
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• Oriental Mindoro tourism offices adopt new 4-day workweek hours (2026-03-10 12:06)

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro — The provincial government of Oriental Mindoro has
announced new operating hours for key tourism offices and facilities starting Monday in line
with energy conservation directives from Malacañang and the provincial capitol. In an advisory,
the Oriental Mindoro Tourism Office said the changes comply with Memorandum Circular No.
114 issued by

• Puno: No meeting with House leadership on impeachment (2026-03-10 11:53)

MANILA, Philippines — Deputy Speaker Ronaldo Puno has clarified that there were no meetings 
between him and the House of Representatives leadership regarding the impeachment of Vice 
President Sara Duterte, claiming that such media reports are not true. In a statement on 
Tuesday, Puno said he has not met and that there are no plans for

• I’m not bogus, says lawyer who notarized affidavit of ‘18 ex-Marines’ (2026-03-10 
11:43)

MANILA, Philippines — The lawyer who notarized the affidavit of the 18 alleged former Marines,
who claimed to be “bagmen” of former Ako Bicol Partylist Rep. Elizaldy Co, emphasized that
he is a legitimate lawyer and not a “hao xiao (fake).” Atty. Charlie Pascual said this in an
ambush interview on Tuesday after complying with

• Bohol tourist transport providers adjust rates amid oil price hike (2026-03-10 11:43)

TAGBILARAN CITY — Tourist transport operators in Bohol have decided to adjust their service
rates following the recent surge in fuel prices. The Bohol Confederation of Tourist Transport
Providers (BCTTP) held an emergency meeting on Monday to discuss how rising gasoline and
diesel prices are affecting their operations. READ: Rising fuel prices strain farmers, small

• Senators push bills allowing president to cut oil taxes amid crisis (2026-03-10 11:10)

MANILA, Philippines — Senators Francis Pangilinan and Francis Escudero have filed bills seeking
to authorize the president to suspend or reduce taxes on petroleum products in response to
global crises driving up oil prices. Both bills come as the Department of Energy recently
announced fuel price hikes this week: P7 to P13 per liter for

• De Lima, 41 others file House bill seeking to criminalize VAWP (2026-03-10 11:01)

MANILA, Philippines — House Senior Deputy Minority Leader and Mamamayang Liberal Rep.
Leila de Lima, along with 41 other lawmakers and women’s organizations, filed a bill seeking
to define and penalize violence against women in politics (VAWP). De Lima, Iloilo Lone District
Rep. Julienne Baronda, Manila Rep. Joel Chua, and Deputy Speaker Paolo Ortega V

• Estrada asks Sandiganbayan to allow him to travel overseas (2026-03-10 11:01)

MANILA, Philippines — Sen. Jose “Jinggoy” Ejercito Estrada on Tuesday appeared before the
Sandiganbayan to secure a travel clearance to go abroad. In a motion filed before the 5th
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Division of the anti-graft court, Estrada notified that he will be traveling to China’s
specialadministrative regions Hongkong and Macau, as well as in Japan from

• Lawyer who notarized 18 ex-Marines’ affidavit appears before the NBI (2026-03-10 10:38)

MANILA, Philippines —  The lawyer who notarized the affidavit of the 18 alleged former Marines 
appeared before the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) on Tuesday to comply with a 
subpoena. Atty. Charlie Pascual arrived at the NBI’s Special Action Unit on Tuesday morning. 
In an ambush interview after his appearance at the bureau, Pascual confirmed

• High HPV awareness, but barriers stall PH vaccination (2026-03-10 09:59)

MANILA, Philippines — Cervical cancer is one of the few cancers that can largely be prevented.
Yet in the Philippines, thousands of women still die from it every year. Official nationwide
health data show that about 7,897 Filipino women are diagnosed with cervical cancer annually,
and about 4,052 die from the disease. It is the

• Cavite trader, pal yield 3 kilos of shabu in Lanao Sur drug bust (2026-03-10 09:52)

COTABATO CITY – Authorities arrested two businessmen on Monday and confiscated over P20.7
million worth of illegal drugs in Picong, Lanao del Sur, police said Tuesday. In a report, Brig.
Gen. Jaysen de Guzman, director of the Police Regional Office – Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region (PRO-BAR), said the drug sting operation was conducted on Monday morning along

• Alcedo hazing case: 7 in custody as 1 more frat member surrenders to CIDG (2026-03-10 
09:49)

MANILA, Philippines — Another member of a fraternity surrendered, this time to the Criminal
Investigation and Detection Group National Capital Region (CIDG NCR), in connection with the
alleged fatal hazing of 19-year-old maritime student Mark Kenneth Alcedo. In a text message on
Tuesday, CIDG NCR Director Col. John Guiagui confirmed to the Inquirer that a

• Torre on wife’s traffic violations: No special treatment from MMDA (2026-03-10 09:40)

MANILA, Philippines — Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) General Manager
Nicolas Torre III said the agency enforces traffic rules equally, following his wife’s receipt of
multiple violation notices. Torre said he isn’t only the MMDA’s general manager but also
joked that he was the “general payor” for his wife Patricia Jane Torre’s fines. “At the

• Palace to consumers amid Middle East conflict: Refrain from panic buying (2026-03-10 
09:31)

MANILA, Philippines — Malacañang has urged consumers not to engage in panic buying, saying 
there is a sufficient supply of fuel and basic commodities despite tensions in the Middle East. At 
a press briefing in New York City on Monday (New York time), Palace Press Officer Claire Castro 
said there have been no movements in the
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• More Zambales towns adopt 4-day workweek (2026-03-10 09:25)

SAN ANTONIO, Zambales — More towns in this province have begun adopting a four-day
workweek for government employees as part of efforts to conserve fuel and electricity amid
rising global oil prices. Local government units (LGUs) in the municipalities of San Antonio,
Masinloc, and Candelaria announced on Monday the implementation of a compressed
workweek. San

• Stray firework hurts 8, including child, at Panagbenga closing rites (2026-03-10 09:16)

BAGUIO CITY — Eight people, including a child, were injured after a stray pyrotechnic device
exploded during the closing ceremony of the Panagbenga Festival 2026 at Burnham Park on
Sunday evening, March 8. The Baguio City Police Office (BCPO) said the incident happened at
7:55 p.m. at the park’s skating rink area, where a fireworks

• Marcos waits for Congress’ report on bills granting him emergency powers (2026-03-10 
08:56)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. will wait for the congressional
committee report on the proposed bills seeking to grant him emergency powers to lower excise
taxes on fuel before certifying the measures as urgent, Palace Press Officer Claire Castro said on
Monday (New York time). This came after Castro earlier said Marcos would formally

• Amihan, LPA trough to bring rains over PH (2026-03-10 07:30)

MANILA, Philippines — The northeast monsoon or “amihan” and the trough of a 
low-pressure area (LPA) outside the Philippine area of responsibility (PAR) is bringing cloudy 
skies with scattered rains over the country, the state weather bureau said Tuesday.  According 
to the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa), 
the amihan is influencing the

• Baguio Health Office expands services to include eye test (2026-03-10 07:07)

BAGUIO CITY — The 16 district health centers covering 128 barangays in this city will now offer 
eye screening as an additional service, an official said Monday. “We want to ensure that no 
one struggles because they cannot see,” Dr. Celia Flor Brillantes, City Health Services Office 
(CHSO) head, said in an interview. “That is why

• Warning to profiteers: Gov’t will run after you (2026-03-10 05:55)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Monday warned profiteers exploiting
the worsening situation in the Middle East that the government will pursue legal action against
them. “If you take advantage of the situation, there will be consequences. You may face
charges and could even lose the opportunity to continue doing business,” Palace press

• De Lima, priest sue Baligod, ‘ex-Marines’ for cyberlibel (2026-03-10 05:30)
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MANILA, Philippines — Mamamayang Liberal Rep. Leila de Lima and 2025 Ramon Magsaysay
awardee Fr. Flaviano “Flavie” Villanueva on Monday filed cyberlibel complaints against lawyer
Levito Baligod and 18 alleged former Marines who claimed to be “bagmen” of former Ako
Bicol Rep. Elizaldy Co and who implicated their names in a supposed bribery scheme. In

• FTI to start stocking onions to prevent price collapse (2026-03-10 05:20)

MANILA, Philippines — State-run Food Terminal Inc. (FTI) will begin purchasing onions from
farmers in Occidental Mindoro by the third week of March to prevent a potential price collapse
at the peak of harvest season. “With this intervention, we expect to limit the role of middlemen
in determining onion prices and help growers obtain better

• Sandiganbayan seizes Zaldy Co’s 16 properties (2026-03-10 05:15)

MANILA, Philippines — The Sandiganbayan has seized 16 properties worth over P215 million
owned or co-owned by resigned Ako Bicol Rep. Elizaldy “Zaldy” Co, who faces graft and
malversation charges over a P289.4-million road dike project in Naujan, Oriental Mindoro. In a
resolution dated March 4 but released on Monday, the Sandiganbayan’s Fifth Division granted

• 6 frat members in alleged hazing death already in police custody (2026-03-10 05:10)

MANILA, Philippines — Five more members of the Tau Gamma Phi fraternity, believed to be
involved in the alleged fatal hazing of 19-year-old maritime student Mark Kenneth Alcedo, have
surrendered to authorities. One of those who surrendered was a 19-year-old teenager who gave
himself up to Dasmariñas City Mayor Jenny Barzaga on Sunday, Philippine National

• Rising fuel prices strain farmers, small businesses – peasant group (2026-03-10 04:40)

LUCENA CITY, QUEZON, Philippines — Rising fuel prices triggered by the ongoing conflict in the
Middle East are beginning to ripple across several sectors, affecting farmers, public transport
drivers and small businesses, while raising concerns about higher food costs and economic
pressure on ordinary Filipinos. A national peasant group on Monday warned that continued
increases

• Koronadal mayor, environmental champion, dies at 72 (2026-03-10 04:35)

KORONADAL CITY, SOUTH COTABATO, Philippines — Mayor Eliordo Ogena, who shepherded
the passage of an environment code banning open-pit mining in South Cotabato while he was
vice governor, has passed away, the city government announced on Monday. He was 72. In
mourning the loss of the mayor, the city government flew the Philippine flag at

• Rare Rafflesia flower found in Apayao forests (2026-03-10 04:30)

TUGUEGARAO CITY, CAGAYAN, Philippines — Environmentalists recently discovered the rare
endemic parasitic plant Rafflesia lagascae in Barangay Eva, Calanasan town, Apayao, during a
slash-and-burn validation and biodiversity survey, according to the Calanasan Municipal
Environment and Natural Resources Office (Menro). “A cluster of Rafflesia lagascae was

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2193053/fti-to-start-stocking-onions-to-prevent-price-collapse
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2193066/sandiganbayan-seizes-zaldy-cos-16-properties
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2193049/6-frat-members-in-alleged-hazing-death-already-in-police-custody-as-dilg-chief-issues-ultimatum
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2193003/rising-fuel-prices-strain-farmers-small-businesses-peasant-group
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2193000/koronadal-mayor-environmental-champion-dies-at-72
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2193002/rare-rafflesia-flower-found-in-apayao-forests


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 110 — 2026-03-16

confirmed in Barangay Eva, after Green Guards reported its presence

• Probe on feasibility of telecommuting amid rising fuel prices sought (2026-03-10 00:03)

MANILA, Philippines — A resolution asking appropriate House panels to check on the feasibility
of a telecommuting system and other flexible work arrangements amid a surge in fuel prices
has been filed by Majority Leader Ferdinand Alexander “Sandro” Marcos. In a statement on
Monday, Marcos confirmed that he has filed House Resolution No. 885, asking

• Metro Manila LGUs adopt 4-day workweek to conserve energy (2026-03-09 22:32)

MANILA, Philippines — Several local government units (LGUs) in Metro Manila have started
implementing four-day workweeks as part of energy-saving measures to curtail the effects of
increasing fuel prices caused by escalating military conflict in the Middle East. This comes after
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. announced a four-day workweek beginning March 9 for
executive branch

• House leaders seek to grant president power to suspend fuel excise tax (2026-03-09 22:13)

MANILA, Philippines — Speaker Faustino “Bojie” Dy III and House Majority Leader Ferdinand
Alexander “Sandro” Marcos have filed a bill seeking to grant the president the authority to
suspend excise taxes on fuel products during national or global emergencies. Marcos confirmed
on Monday that he has filed House Bill No. 8292 which seeks to amend Section

• PCSO’s Grand Lotto 6/55 jackpot won in March 9 draw (2026-03-09 22:12)

MANILA, Philippines — A bettor won the Grand Lotto 6/55 jackpot in Monday night’s
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office draw. The winning combination for Grand Lotto 6/55 was
38-32-08-20-19-09, which carried a jackpot prize of P45 million. PCSO said one ticket holder
matched all six numbers to claim the top prize. READ: No jackpot winners in

• Labor group: Certify as urgent bill removing 12% electricity VAT (2026-03-09 22:03)

MANILA, Philippines — The Trade Union Congress of the Philippines (TUCP) on Monday urged
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to certify the urgency of House Bill No. 6740, seeking to scrap
the 12 percent VAT on electricity due to surging petroleum and rising power costs amid the
ongoing Middle East conflict. “Mr. President, now more than

• DILG sets guidelines for 4-day workweek (2026-03-09 20:55)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) has
released guidelines for its adoption of the four-day workweek set-up ordered by Malacañang to
save costs amid fuel price increases driven by the ongoing conflict in the Middle East. The
guidelines were issued through Circular No. 2026-005 dated March 6. A copy

• Senate to prioritize emergency powers for Marcos amid oil supply crisis (2026-03-09 20:45)
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MANILA, Philippines – Amid the oil supply crisis triggered by the Middle East tensions, the
Senate will prioritize proposals granting President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. emergency powers,
Senate leaders said Monday. Senate President Vicente Sotto III and Senate President Pro
Tempore issued the remarks less than two weeks before the Senate goes on break

• Navy spox: 3 Filipino spies were fresh grads looking for jobs (2026-03-09 20:20)

MANILA, Philippines – Three Filipinos working in the Armed Forces of the Philippines who were
allegedly recruited by foreign espionage were fresh graduates looking for jobs when they were
approached online, Philippine Navy Rear Admiral Roy Vincent Trinidad revealed on Monday. At
the Senate hearing of justice and human rights committee, Trinidad told lawmakers that

• Female lawmakers unite against Suntay’s lewd remarks on Anne Curtis (2026-03-09 
20:11)

MANILA, Philippines — Marking the International Women’s Month, female lawmakers on
Monday voiced solidarity against Rep. Jesus “Bong” Suntay’s lewd remarks and highlighted
other pressing issues affecting roughly half of the world’s population. Suntay’s lewd
comment about actress Anne Curtis last week has already drawn flak from fellow lawmakers
and prompted a House ethics complaint.

• Muntinlupa implements energy-saving measures amid fuel price hike (2026-03-09 20:06)

MANILA, Philippines — The Muntinlupa government on Monday announced the
implementation of various energy-saving measures amid rising fuel prices, worsened by the
escalating conflict in the Middle East. In a statement, Muntinlupa Mayor Ruffy Biazon said that
one of these measures is the implementation of a compressed workweek for local government
employees, running Monday to

• Solons ask DOE: Why not stop fuel price hikes when firms use old stock? (2026-03-09 
19:47)

MANILA, Philippines — Two lawmakers questioned the Department of Energy (DOE) on why it
cannot stop oil companies from imposing fuel price hikes due to the Middle East conflict, even
when their current supply was purchased before the crisis. During Monday’s House
committee on ways and means hearing, Manila Rep. Rolando Valeriano asked DOE Director Rino

• Manila Water rolls out ₱24B in 2025 Capex to strengthen water security (2026-03-09 19:16)

MANILA, Philippines — Manila Water continued to accelerate its long term infrastructure 
program in 2025, deploying nearly ₱24 billion in capital expenditures for its East Zone 
operations. This forms part of the company’s ₱28.2 billion group wide Capex, 84% of which 
was dedicated to the East Zone, underscoring Manila Water’s sustained commitment to 
building resilient and future

• DILG urges LGUs to expand fitness spaces to fight obesity (2026-03-09 19:10)
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MANILA, Philippines — The Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) on
Monday urged local government units (LGUs) to promote healthier lifestyles amid rising
overweight rates in the country. The agency recommended expanding public fitness spaces,
organizing community exercise programs, and implementing Car-Free Sundays. Citing the 2023
National Nutrition Survey, the DILG said four

• Romero leads Northern Luzon Reserve Wing as PAF reorganizes force (2026-03-09 19:03)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine Air Force (PAF) has begun a sweeping reorganization of 
its reserve commands following an order from Air Force leadership to align reserve units with 
the structure of regular forces under the military’s Total Defense Force development concept. 
Leading one of the newly reorganized units is Col. Michael “Mikee” Romero, former

• De Lima: Is Sara Duterte silent on misogyny because it benefits her? (2026-03-09 19:01)

MANILA, Philippines — Mamamayang Liberal Rep. Leila de Lima asked Vice President Sara
Duterte whether she remains silent on misogynistic remarks because the individuals involved
are her allies and their narrative serves to defend her. In a privilege speech on Monday, during
an all-women session commemorating International Women’s Month at the House of
Representatives, de Lima

• Legarda pushes bill granting benefits, protection to unpaid care workers (2026-03-09 
18:51)

MANILA, Philippines — As the country observes National Women’s Month, Sen. Loren Legarda 
is urging support for a proposed law that will extend tangible benefits and protections to 
unpaid care workers, many of whom are women who perform long hours of household and 
caregiving work without pay. Legarda’s Senate Bill No. 161, or the Unpaid

• Palace: VP Duterte’s ‘not that difficult’ repatriation claim unrealistic (2026-03-09 
18:38)

MANILA, Philippines — Palace Press Officer Claire Castro on Monday criticized Vice President
Sara Duterte for saying it “was not that difficult” to send aircraft to repatriate Filipinos
affected by the conflict in the Middle East, calling her remarks out of touch with reality. Duterte
made the comments during an interview on Ibalik ang Tapang at

• NBI willing to provide safe house for 18 alleged ex-Marines (2026-03-09 18:31)

MANILA, Philippines — The National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) is willing to provide a safe
house for the 18 alleged former Marines, who claimed to be bagmen of former Ako Bicol
Partylist Rep. Zaldy Co, to secure their safety amid the investigation, Melvin Matibag, bureau
director, said on Monday. This followed reports that the 18

• LRMC probes passenger for priority lane misuse (2026-03-09 18:24)
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MANILA, Philippines — The Light Rail Manila Corporation (LRMC) on Monday said it is
investigating a viral video online showing a passenger misusing the priority lane at a Light Rail
Transit Line-1 (LRT-1) station to purchase train tickets more quickly. The LRMC made the
pronouncement after condemning a circulating video showing an individual abusing the

• Cagayan de Oro adopts 4-day workweek schedule (2026-03-09 18:22)

CAGAYAN DE ORO – Following other local government units in Mindanao, Cagayan de Oro
Mayor Rolando Uy has ordered the implementation of a four-day compressed workweek for all
City Hall employees and offices to help conserve energy amid rising fuel prices. Jade Adecer, the
city information officer, said Uy directed the implementation of the still

• No special treatment: Sabungeros’ families want cops in regular jail (2026-03-09 18:20)

MANILA, Philippines — Families of the missing sabungeros (cockfighters) called on Philippine 
National Police (PNP) Chief General Jose Melencio Nartatez Jr. to transfer detained police 
suspects to a regular jail facility. They also urged judicial authorities to consolidate the cases 
pending in various courts. The families, including state witness Julie Patidongan, appeared 
before the Department

• OIL PRICE WATCH as of March 9, 2026 (2026-03-09 18:15)

Global oil price shocks from the escalating conflict in the Middle East are set to trigger one of
the biggest fuel price hikes in recent years. Here are the prevailing fuel prices around Metro
Manila and other parts of the country as of Mar 9, 2026, based on monitoring conducted by the
Inquirer team: READ:

• Castro defends Malacañang concert amid criticisms over timing (2026-03-09 17:57)

MANILA, Philippines — Palace Press Officer Claire Castro on Monday defended a recent concert
at the Goldenberg Mansion in Malacañang, which drew criticism for its timing amid ongoing
tensions in the Middle East. Former Duterte administration presidential spokesperson Harry
Roque was among those questioning the March 5 event, saying, “The celebration continues
even amid war.” READ:

• 4 ‘basag-kotse’ suspects point to organized groups in modus — police (2026-03-09 
17:51)

MANILA, Philippines — Four suspects involved in the “basag-kotse” modus, where vehicle
windows are smashed to steal valuables from inside, have pointed to organized groups in
carrying out the scheme, the Quezon City Police District (QCPD) said on Monday. This came
after four suspects were arrested in Quezon City last week for allegedly stealing P75,000

• Cop killed amid homeowners election caucus in Bulacan (2026-03-09 17:38)

GUIGUINTO, Bulacan — A police officer was killed and another person wounded in a gun attack
by an unidentified armed man in this town on Sunday night, March 8. Col. Librado Manarang Jr.,
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Guiguinto police chief, identified the victim as PMSg. Jose Uring, 50, an operative assigned to
theBulacan Provincial Intelligence Unit at Camp

• 3 nabbed in QC over ‘drunken’ shootout stemming from alleged grudge (2026-03-09 
17:36)

MANILA, Philippines — Three men were arrested in Quezon City for allegedly exchanging
gunfire over a supposed grudge, police said on Monday. Cecilio, 64, and Wenceslao, 42,
reportedly ganged up on Christopher, 30, along Kaligtasan Extension in Barangay Holy Spirit on
March 4, Quezon City Police District (QCPD) public information chief Maj. Jennifer Gannaban told

• A General’s grief: Catapang sues 18 ‘waylaid’ troops (2026-03-09 17:30)

MANILA, Philippines — Bureau of Corrections (BuCor) Director General Gregorio Pio Catapang 
Jr. expressed a sense of betrayal regarding the involvement of former subordinates. He believed 
that, assuming all 18 are former soldiers, they may have encountered him before he retired 
from service in 2015. Catapang was a former Chief of Staff of the Armed

• P200,000 bounty out for soldier in DPWH exec slay (2026-03-09 17:28)

MANILA, Philippines — A Philippine Army personnel who allegedly shot his live-in partner, a
Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) engineer in Northern Samar, is now the
subject of a P200,000 bounty for his arrest. Karen Corsino Del Valle of the DPWH Northern
Samar 1st District Engineering Office, along with her brother, was shot

• Claire Castro tells Edgar Erice: It’s your peers who rejected you (2026-03-09 17:14)

MANILA, Philippines — Palace press officer Claire Castro on Monday denied Malacañang’s 
involvement in the replacement of Caloocan Rep. Edgar Erice as House senior deputy minority 
leader, saying the lawmaker should simply accept that his peers rejected him from the post. 
This came after the lawmaker claimed that his “legitimate criticism” of Marcos was the 
reason for his

• Man shoots ex-partner dead in Quezon; police probe ‘crime of passion’ (2026-03-09 
17:12)

MANILA, Philippines — A man allegedly shot his ex-partner dead in Quezon Province in what
police are now investigating as a “crime of passion,” the Philippine National Police (PNP) said.
The suspect reportedly killed the victim at his workplace, a clothing shop in Lucena City, on
Thursday morning, PNP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Randulf Tuaño said

• BuCor chief hits back at Baligod, ex-Marines with criminal raps (2026-03-09 16:56)

MANILA, Philippines — Bureau of Corrections (BuCor) Director General Gregorio Pio Catapang
Jr. has filed criminal complaints against the 18 former Marines and Atty. Levito Baligod for
linking him to a multi-million-peso kickback scheme. Catapang filed complaints before the
Department of Justice for libel under the Revised Penal Code in relation to the Cybercrime
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Prevention Act

• Zamboanga del Sur adopts 4-day workweek to save energy (2026-03-09 16:43)

PAGADIAN CITY, Zamboanga del Sur – The provincial government of Zamboanga del Sur has 
begun implementing a compressed four-day workweek starting Monday, in a bid to conserve 
energy amid rising petroleum prices. Gov. Divina Grace Yu issued Administrative Order No. 5-A, 
Series of 2026, directing provincial offices to adjust their schedules in support of Memorandum

• Four-day workweek imposed in Nueva Vizcaya (2026-03-09 16:36)

BAYOMBONG, Nueva Vizcaya–As a preemptive measure, the Nueva Vizcaya provincial 
government would impose a four-day work week to cushion the anticipated effects of rising 
petroleum prices linked to ongoing tensions in the Middle East. READ: Four-day workweek starts 
in some gov’t offices Nueva Vizcaya Gov. Jose Gambito said during the flag-raising ceremony 
at the provincial

• Iloilo City, DSWD sign pact to strengthen anti-poverty programs (2026-03-09 16:19)

ILOILO CITY — The Iloilo city government and the Department of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD) on Monday renewed their partnership to strengthen social protection
programs and reduce poverty in the city. Under a unified memorandum of agreement (MOA),
Iloilo City Mayor Raisa S.Treñas-Chu and Joselito G. Estember, regional director of DSWD
Western Visayas, vowed

• Michelle Dee files counter-affidavit, perjury complaint vs Alias Totoy (2026-03-09 16:17)

MANILA, Philippines — Beauty queen-actress Michelle Dee has filed a perjury complaint against 
alias “Totoy,” the personal driver of her friend and co-actress, Rhian Ramos. Aside from this, 
Dee also submitted her counter-affidavit over the physical injuries and illegal detention 
allegations filed by Alias Totoy against her, Ramos, and fellow beauty queen Samantha Panlilio.  
Dee was

• Teachers should not be ‘burdened’ with feeding program tasks — solon (2026-03-09 
16:05)

MANILA, Philippines — Teachers should no longer be “burdened” with non-teaching tasks 
such as activities related to the government feeding program, a lawmaker said on Monday. 
Pasig City Rep. Roman Romulo, chairperson of the House Committee on Basic Education and 
Culture, made the remarks during the hearing of bills seeking to convert the National Feeding

• PH may lose P136-B in 2026 if excise tax suspended starting May (2026-03-09 16:03)

MANILA, Philippines — The country could see a P136 billion decline in revenues in 2026 if the
excise tax on petroleum products is removed, the Department of Finance (DOF) said at a House
of Representatives hearing on Monday. Finance Undersecretary Karlo Fermin Adriano told the
House committee on ways and means, which was discussing proposals to
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• PSA cites irregularities in Joseph Sy’s citizenship (2026-03-09 16:01)

MANILA, Philippines – Several irregularities were found regarding mining tycoon Joseph Sy’s 
Filipino citizenship, the Philippine Statistics Authority revealed before the Senate Committee on 
Justice and Human Rights on Monday. The PSA first confirmed irregularities in the late 
registration of Sy’s birth certificate in the 2025 hearings regarding the businessman’s 
citizenship.  This time around, PSA

• PNP bares hold-up attempt in Taguig drug sting, nabs 2 cops (2026-03-09 15:46)

MANILA, Philippines — The two police officers and three civilians arrested during a Taguig City
buy-bust operation allegedly tried to hold up operatives during the drug sting, the Philippine
National Police Drug Enforcement Group (PNP DEG) revealed on Monday. One of the suspects,
Desiree Nebrao, reportedly sold the suspected shabu (crystal meth) to a poseur

• Cops, Gabriela clash over ‘maximum tolerance’ in March 8 protest scuffle (2026-03-09 
15:33)

MANILA, Philippines — The Manila Police District (MPD) on Monday maintained that it exercised
“maximum tolerance” during a scuffle with protesters marking International Working
Women’s Day, but women’s group Gabriela condemned the law enforcers’ response.
Rallyists gathered at Liwasang Bonifacio in Manila on Sunday to call for the abolition of the
value-added tax and for

• Police intel officer shot dead in Bulacan town (2026-03-09 15:18)

MANILA, Philippines — An officer assigned to the provincial police’s intelligence unit was shot
dead by an unidentified male perpetrator at the basketball court of a Guiguinto, Bulacan
subdivision, the local police said. Identified as Police Master Sgt. Jose Uring, 50, the officer
supposedly met with the homeowners’ association to discuss the election of their

• Sandigan orders attachment of Zaldy Co’s 16 properties valued at P215M (2026-03-09 
15:12)

MANILA, Philippines — The Sandiganbayan has granted the prosecution’s ex-parte motion for
the issuance of a writ of preliminary attachment, temporarily placing 16 properties—including
condominium units and land—owned by former lawmaker Elizaldy “Zaldy” Co under court
custody, with a total value of over P215 million. An ex-parte motion is a formal request asking
the court

• NBI: Up to 38 may testify as alleged ‘bagmen’ of Zaldy Co (2026-03-09 15:02)

MANILA, Philippines — Aside from the 18 alleged former Marines, 20 more individuals may
come forward to testify as alleged “bagmen” of former Ako Bicol Rep. Elizaldy Co, National
Bureau of Investigation (NBI) Director Melvin Matibag said. In an ambush interview on Monday,
Matibag said 103 individuals were reportedly recruited, of whom 38, including the
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• JV Ejercito talks with LTO on aftermarket pipes, modification rules (2026-03-09 15:02)

MANILA, Philippines — Motorcycle advocate and Senate Deputy Majority Leader JV Ejercito 
raised before officials of the Land Transportation Office (LTO) the concerns of motorcycle riders 
regarding the implementation of rules on aftermarket vehicle modifications. The meeting 
comes after several motorcycle organizations approached Ejercito to express their complaints 
over the allegedly inconsistent enforcement of regulations

• Stranded Risso’s dolphin in Ilocos Norte dies despite rehab efforts (2026-03-09 14:53)

CALASIAO, Pangasinan – A stranded sub-adult Risso’s dolphin (Grampus griseus) in Paoay,
Ilocos Norte, has died, authorities reported Monday morning. The marine mammal was rescued
on March 6 off the coast of Barangay Masintoc, Paoay, after observers noted “unstable
buoyancy and difficulty breathing.” Local authorities closely monitored and cared for it, even
calling for volunteers

• Pampanga mayor suspended over Pogo case; daughter takes over (2026-03-09 14:39)

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga— Vice Mayor Jen Capil began serving as mayor of Porac, 
Pampanga, on Monday, after her father, Jaime “Jing” Capil, was suspended for 90 days due to 
graft related to operating a Philippine Offshore Gaming Operator (Pogo) in the municipality. 
Myra Soriano, provincial director of the Department of the Interior and

• Hontiveros eyes P52.8B emergency budget amid oil supply disruption (2026-03-09 14:23)

MANILA, Philippines — Sen. Risa Hontiveros on Monday called for an emergency supplemental
budget of P52.8 billion amid the expected rise in petroleum prices due to crude oil market
disruptions. The price surge is anticipated as a result of the ongoing conflict in the Middle East.
“It is necessary to discuss, prepare, and pass an

• House panel OKs travel tax abolition bill (2026-03-09 13:59)

MANILA, Philippines — A substitute bill consolidating proposals to abolish the travel tax has 
been approved by the House of Representatives’ committee on ways and means after two 
hearings on its potential effects and impact. During Monday’s hearing, Manila Rep. Ernesto 
Dionisio Jr. moved to approve Sections 1 and 2 of the still-unnumbered substitute measure 
covering

• Palawan town vice mayor bares alleged violations of mining firm (2026-03-09 13:53)

MANILA, Philippines – A mining firm in Brooke’s Point, Palawan has allegedly been 
noncompliant, and destructive in its operations, the town’s vice mayor said on Monday.  
Brooke’s Point Vice Mayor Jean Feliciano aired her concerns in regards to Ipilan Nickel 
Corporation (INC) during the Senate Committee on Justice and Human Rights hearing on the 
abuse

• Pampanga Board member surrenders on multiple estafa charges (2026-03-09 13:43)

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2192664/jv-ejercito-talks-with-lto-on-aftermarket-pipes-modification-rules
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2192663/stranded-rissos-dolphin-in-ilocos-norte-dies-despite-rehab-efforts
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2192630/pampanga-mayor-suspended-over-pogo-case-daughter-takes-over
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2192634/hontiveros-eyes-p52-8b-emergency-budget-amid-oil-supply-disruption
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2192618/house-panel-oks-travel-tax-abolition-bill
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2192614/fwd-palawan-vice-mayor-bares-alleged-violations-of-mining-firm
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2192589/pampanga-board-member-surrenders-on-multiple-estafa-charges


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 118 — 2026-03-16

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga — Facing 10 criminal cases of estafa with no bail,
Pampanga Board Member Estelito “Shiwen” Lim voluntarily surrendered on Monday morning
to Vice Gov. Dennis “Delta” Pineda at the provincial capitol. Pineda, who serves as the
presiding officer of the Provincial Board, immediately turned Lim over to Col. Eugene Marcelo,

• Koronadal City Mayor Eliordo Ogena dies at 71 (2026-03-09 13:20)

KORONADAL CITY – With a heavy heart, the city government of Koronadal on Monday
announced the passing of Mayor Eliordo Ogena at a hospital in General Santos City due to a
lingering illness. He was 71 years old. “He dedicated his life to all Koronadaleños, his
leadership had a huge impact that led to the

• Dy rallies House: Shield Filipinos from oil price shock amid US-Iran war (2026-03-09 13:18)

MANILA, Philippines — Speaker Faustino “Bojie” G. Dy III on Monday urged the House of
Representatives to pursue legislation and policy measures that will protect Filipinos from the
impact of oil price shocks caused by the ongoing conflict in the Middle East. In a statement, Dy
said lawmakers and House committees will push priority bills

• 4-day workweek does not cover PNP administrative work – spokesperson (2026-03-09 
13:16)

MANILA, Philippines — Even administrative work in the Philippine National Police (PNP) is not
covered by the government’s new four-day workweek set-up, the law enforcement agency
clarified on Monday. “This is because our administrative personnel, as well as the
non-uniformed personnel, their work is needed in the Philippine National Police,”
spokesperson Brig. Gen. Randulf Tuaño,

• Biliran is first Eastern Visayas province to adopt 4-day workweek (2026-03-09 13:02)

TACLOBAN CITY — The provincial government of Biliran has begun implementing a four-day
workweek for its offices starting Monday, as part of a nationwide push to conserve energy amid
rising fuel costs. Through Executive Order No. 12, Governor Rogelio Espina directed all
provincial offices and departments to adopt flexible work arrangements in line with
Memorandum

• DEPDev warns: Worst-case scenario sees diesel hitting P96 per liter (2026-03-09 12:56)

MANILA, Philippines — Diesel prices by March 2026, considering a worst-case scenario wherein 
war in the Middle East drags on and passage along the Strait of Hormuz remains restricted, may 
rise up to P96 per liter according to an official of the Department of Economy, Planning, and 
Development (DEPDev). During Monday’s hearing of the House of Representatives’

• De Lima denies receiving millions of pesos from Co (2026-03-09 12:53)

MANILA, Philippines — Mamamayang Liberal party-list Rep. Leila de Lima on Monday denied
allegations that she received millions of pesos in cash from former Ako Bicol Rep. Zaldy Co,
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stressing that the claim remained false regardless of whether the money was
supposedlydelivered in a suitcase or a paper bag. Her statement came after lawyer

• PNP tightens watch of gas stations amid Middle East oil price hike (2026-03-09 12:34)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine National Police (PNP) has deployed additional police 
officers to monitor gas stations nationwide amid looming price increases driven by the ongoing 
conflict in the Middle East. “Since day one of the crisis, that has been the order of our chief,” 
PNP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Randulf Tuaño, speaking Filipino, told reporters in

• Landslide debris blocks road in Southern Leyte town (2026-03-09 12:26)

TACLOBAN CITY- A landslide triggered by continuous heavy rains has blocked the road in Sitio
Caingin, Barangay Pinut-an, San Ricardo, Southern Leyte, on Monday, authorities reported.
READ: LPA may become cyclone in 24 hours but low chance to enter PAR Luckily, no one was
hurt, and no residents were in the area at the time, but the Provincial Disaster

• 11 houses destroyed in Cavite fire (2026-03-09 12:18)

LUCENA CITY — A fire of undetermined origin destroyed 11 houses in General Trias City, Cavite,
on Sunday. Police Regional Office 4A reported Monday that the blaze broke out around 10:30
a.m. in Barangay San Gabriel. It quickly spread to homes, most of which were made of light
materials, before firefighters contained it at 12:26

• PNP on alert for protests marking first year of Duterte’s ICC detention (2026-03-09 12:14)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine National Police (PNP) is on alert for possible protests
marking the first year of former President Rodrigo Duterte’s detention at the International
Criminal Court (ICC) this coming Wednesday, March 11. “We are closely monitoring
developments and coordinating with local units to ensure public safety,” PNP Chief Gen. Jose
Melencio Nartatez

• Free MRT, LRT rides pushed amid looming big time fuel increases (2026-03-09 12:13)

MANILA, Philippines — To cushion the impact of big-time oil price hike due to Middle East
tension, the Department of Transportation (DOTr) should provide free rides in metro rails and
increase the availability of buses in the Edsa busway, lawmakers said on Monday. Such calls
came amid the looming P20 and P10 per liter price hike

• 3.2 magnitude quake strikes off Occidental Mindoro town (2026-03-09 12:09)

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro — A magnitude 3.2 earthquake struck off Abra de Ilog town in
Occidental Mindoro early Monday morning, according to state seismologists. The Philippine
Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (Phivolcs) reported the quake occurred at 5:59 a.m.,
with its epicenter 11 kilometers northwest of Abra de Ilog at a depth of 111

• NCRPO urged to probe security lapses after Parañaque condo shooting (2026-03-09 12:02)

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2192557/pnp-tightens-watch-of-gas-stations-amid-middle-east-oil-price-hike
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2192542/landslide-debris-blocks-road-in-southern-leyte-town
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2192536/11-houses-destroyed-in-cavite-fire
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2192538/fwd-pnp-on-alert-for-protests-marking-first-year-of-dutertes-icc-detention
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2192537/free-mrt-lrt-rides-pushed-amid-looming-big-time-fuel-increases
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2192528/3-2-magnitude-quake-strikes-off-occidental-mindoro-town
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2192532/ncrpo-urged-to-probe-security-lapses-after-paranaque-condo-shooting


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 120 — 2026-03-16

MANILA, Philippines — The National Capital Region Police Office (NCRPO) has been requested
to investigate whether there were any security lapses on the part of the Parañaque City
condominium complex where a shooting left two dead and four injured. A resident of the
condo, the suspect — who had been wanted for a homicide case

• De Lima says Dutertes behind ex-Marines’ allegations; NBI probes angle (2026-03-09 
12:01)

MANILA, Philippines — Mamamayang Liberal Rep. Leila de Lima and 2025 Ramon Magsaysay
awardee Fr. Flaviano “Flavie” Villanueva both believe that the Dutertes are behind the
allegations of the 18 alleged former Marines who claimed to be “bagmen” of former Ako
Bicol Rep. Elizaldy Co. De Lima and Villanueva said this on Monday as they

• Zambales state university adopts compressed workweek (2026-03-09 11:55)

SAN ANTONIO, ZAMBALES —The President Ramon Magsaysay State University (PRMSU) in this
province has adopted a compressed workweek arrangement across its campuses starting today,
with in-person classes from Monday to Thursday and online classes on Fridays to conserve
energy. In an advisory, the university said the policy will be implemented through the Office of
the

• Western Visayas state universities shift to 4-day workweek (2026-03-09 11:46)

ILOILO CITY — Several state universities in Western Visayas will implement a four-day on-site
workweek starting Monday in compliance with a presidential directive to conserve energy. This
is in line with Memorandum Circular No. 114 issued by the Office of the President, which directs
government agencies to adopt stricter energy conservation measures. READ: Save energy

• DOST-Oriental Mindoro adopts 4-day workweek to cut energy use (2026-03-09 11:24)

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro — The Department of Science and Technology – Provincial
Science and Technology Center (PSTC) in Oriental Mindoro adopted a flexible work arrangement
on Monday, in line with a national directive to reduce energy consumption and fuel use. READ:
Save energy as Mideast conflict threatens oil supply – Marcos In a public

• Alcedo hazing case: 6th Tau Gamma Phi member surrenders (2026-03-09 11:21)

MANILA, Philippines — A sixth Tau Gamma Phi member has surrendered to the authorities over
the alleged fatal hazing of 19-year-old maritime student Mark Kenneth Alcedo, the Philippine
National Police (PNP) said on Monday. The sixth member — whom the police only identified as
a 19-year-old boy — voluntarily turned himself over to Dasmariñas City

• 15 Bataan municipal employees face dismissal over positive drug tests (2026-03-09 11:13)

LIMAY, Bataan — At least 15 employees of the Limay municipal government may face dismissal
after testing positive for illegal drugs during a surprise drug screening, local officials said. Limay
Mayor Richie Jason David said the 15 employees were among around 350 municipal workers
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who underwent drug testing conducted last week by the Philippine Drug

• Zambales town creates task force to monitor fuel prices (2026-03-09 10:54)

SAN MARCELINO, Zambales— In response to the continuing rise in fuel prices, authorities in the
town of San Marcelino have implemented new measures to monitor fuel costs and prevent
unauthorized price increases. READ: Gas stations warned: No advance price hikes Mayor Elvis
Soria issued an executive order on Sunday creating the Municipal Task Force on

• 3 major shipping lines raise fares on Batangas–Mindoro routes (2026-03-09 10:19)

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro — Three major shipping lines operating between Batangas
and Mindoro have announced successive fare increases, citing the continued rise in global oil
prices. Among those implementing fare adjustments are Montenegro Shipping Lines, FastCat,
and Starlite Ferries — key operators of sea travel to and from Mindoro. In an advisory, Starlite
Ferries

• Arrest awaits gas stations execs hoarding supply amid oil price spike (2026-03-09 09:59)

MANILA, Philippines — Gas station managers and personnel found to be withholding their
supply may be arrested, the Philippine National Police (PNP) warned amid looming oil price
increases driven by the ongoing conflict in the Middle East. “Our intelligence units are
monitoring warehouses for possible hoarding and other similar illegal activities,” PNP Chief
Gen. Jose

• DILG gives frat until March 10 to surrender members in Alcedo hazing (2026-03-09 09:57)

MANILA, Philippines — Interior and Local Government Secretary Jonvic Remulla gave the Tau
Gamma Phi National Council until Tuesday, March 10, to surrender its members involved in the
alleged fatal hazing of 19-year-old maritime student Mark Kenneth Alcedo. He said this in a
phone interview with reporters on Monday, during which he confirmed that four

• Heavy rains prompt class suspensions in parts of Eastern Visayas (2026-03-09 09:41)

TACLOBAN CITY — Several local governments in Eastern Visayas suspended classes on Monday,
following warnings of moderate to heavy rainfall from a weather disturbance affecting the
region. The class suspensions came after the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa), under the Department of Science and
Technology (DOST), issued a weather advisory early Monday,

• De Lima, Fr. Villanueva file raps vs 18 ‘ex-Marines,’ counsel (2026-03-09 09:19)

[Updated March 9, 2026, 12:36 p.m.] MANILA, Philippines — Mamamayang Liberal Rep. Leila de
Lima and 2025 Ramon Magsaysay awardee Fr. Flaviano “Flavie” Villanueva on Monday filed a
cyber libel complaint before the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) against the lawyer and
the 18 alleged former Marines who held a press conference and claimed to
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• HPG’s Marantan is new Calabarzon PNP regional director (2026-03-09 08:33)

MANILA, Philippines — Highway Patrol Group (HPG) Police Brig. Gen. Hansel Marantan has
been appointed the new director of the Police Regional Office Calabarzon (PRO 4A) effective on
Monday. The appointment came through the Philippine National Police Directorate for
Personnel and Records Management (PNP DPRM) General Orders No. NHQ-GO-DES-2026-1126
dated March 9. READ: 8 ranking

• Palace: 54 gas stations ordered to explain price hikes (2026-03-09 08:27)

NEW YORK CITY – Malacañang on Sunday (New York time) warned that gasoline stations 
charging “unreasonable” prices may be meted with sanctions as the government monitors 
compliance amid the Middle East crisis. In a media briefing here, Palace press officer Claire 
Castro said the Department of Energy (DOE) hd issued show-cause orders to 54 gas stations

• Alcedo hazing case: 4 Tau Gamma Phi members surrender to police (2026-03-09 08:15)

MANILA, Philippines — Four Tau Gamma Phi members have surrendered to the police over the
alleged fatal hazing of 19-year-old maritime student Mark Kenneth Alcedo, Interior and Local
Government Secretary Jonvic Remulla confirmed on Monday. Asked in a text message to the
Inquirer whether the four fraternity members turned themselves in to the General Trias

• Marcos to formally ask Congress for emergency power for excise tax cut (2026-03-09 
08:14)

NEW YORK CITY – President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. will formally ask Congress to grant him
emergency powers to reduce excise tax on petroleum products amid the crisis in the Middle
East, Malacañang said on Sunday (New York time). In a media interview here, Palace Press
Officer Claire Castro said the Department of Energy (DOE) would submit

• Philippine fish production falls anew in 2025 (2026-03-09 08:00)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines’ fisheries sector produced fewer fish in 2025 than in
the previous year, according to new data released by the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA),
continuing a decline in output across several key subsectors. Preliminary data from the PSA’s
Fisheries Situation Report showed that the country’s total fisheries production reached
3,956,913.39 metric

• LPA may become cyclone in 24 hours but low chance to enter PAR (2026-03-09 07:25)

MANILA, Philippines — The low pressure area (LPA) being monitored outside the Philippine
area of responsibility (PAR) still has a medium chance of developing into a tropical depression
within the next 24 hours. However, the LPA has a low chance of entering the PAR, the Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) said in

• Courts join ‘4-day’ setup; labor groups opposed (2026-03-09 05:55)
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MANILA, Philippines — All courts nationwide, except the Sandiganbayan and the Court of Tax
Appeals, will implement a four-day on-site work schedule and one day of work-from-home
(WFH) starting today, March 9. This followed President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s directive
adopting a four-day workweek for the executive branch offices to reduce fuel consumption.
Local governments nationwide

• IBP probe sought on Topacio’s remarks (2026-03-09 05:45)

MANILA, Philippines — As the world marked International Women’s Day on Sunday, Laguna
Rep. Ann Matibag called on the Integrated Bar of the Philippines (IBP) to investigate lawyer
Ferdinand Topacio’s recent “degrading remarks” against her fellow female lawmaker.
Topacio, in his radio program, said he “desired” Gabriela Rep. Sarah Elago, after the
lawmaker defended actress

• Motorists: Better road conditions to help prevent accidents (2026-03-09 05:40)

MANILA, Philippines — Kirk James Gonzales, a food delivery and motorcycle taxi rider, recalled
a time when he was flagged down and issued a ticket by a traffic enforcer for failing to follow a
traffic sign. He noted that some road signs are not visible to motorcycle riders like him because
of their placement or

• Senators warn vs premature fuel price hikes (2026-03-09 05:30)

MANILA, Philippines — Gasoline stations and oil companies must be held accountable for
profiteering if they raise prices ahead of scheduled adjustments, Senate President Pro Tempore
Panfilo Lacson and Sen. Sherwin Gatchalian said on Sunday. They made the remarks in separate
statements following reports of increased fuel prices in some gasoline establishments shortly
after the

• LGUs shift to 4-day workweek amid energy crunch (2026-03-09 04:40)

OLONGAPO CITY, ZAMBALES, Philippines — Government offices nationwide are adopting
compressed four-day workweeks and fuel conservation measures amid rising global fuel prices
triggered by escalating tensions in the Middle East. The adjustments aim to reduce electricity
and fuel consumption while maintaining public services. The Department of Tourism (DOT) in
Central Luzon will implement a four-day

• Albay town serves 300 kilos of ‘tinapa’ at festival (2026-03-09 04:35)

PIO DURAN, ALBAY, Philippines — More than a thousand tourists and residents feasted on over
300 kilos of tinapa (smoked fish) during a 225-meter boodle fight at this town’s Tinapa Festival
on Sunday. The long communal table at the town pier featured six tinapa dishes—dinakdakan,
sisig, lumpia, embutido, Bicol Express and traditional fried tinapa—using around

• Aetas in Pampanga honor bamboo advocate (2026-03-09 04:30)
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ANGELES CITY, PAMPANGA, Philippines — The spacious backyard of Henry Pan in the upland
village of Sapang Bato here, was filled with more than 200 Aeta on last Feb. 21. They shared
food with unat (straight-haired people) under the shade of trees in Sitio Target, as the Tayag
clan marked the first death anniversary of

• House sessions today, March 9, to be led by women legislators (2026-03-09 01:52)

MANILA, Philippines — Female lawmakers are set to lead the House sessions on Monday in
observance of the National Women’s Month and as part of the lower chamber’s recognition
of the “vital role women play in shaping laws.” The session, scheduled at 3 p.m., is part of the
chamber’s annual tribute to the role of

Source: The Manila Times

• Palace team, UN peace experts discuss support for Barmm development initiatives 
(2026-03-16 05:41)

MANILA, Philippines—Initiatives connected to the Bangsamoro peace process were discussed 
during recent engagements in New York between the Office of the Special Assistant to the 
President (OSAP) and representatives of the United Nations (UN).A delegation led by Special 
Assistant to the President (SAP) Anton Lagdameo Jr. held a courtesy call and briefing with peace 
experts of the Permanent Mission of the Philippines to the United Nations along with officials of 
various UN agencies following President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s working visit there.The 
discussions were part of efforts to strengthen international partnerships supporting the 
implementation of the Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro (CAB), which serves as 
the framework for long-term peace and development in Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao (Barmm).Talks centered on opportunities to mobilize international technical 
assistance, partnerships, and resource support to help accelerate key components of the 
Bangsamoro peace process. The meeting also aimed to identify practical entry points for deeper 
engagement with the UN system and member states in support of peacebuilding 
initiatives.Lagdameo noted the Marcos administration’s efforts to strengthen coordination 
among national government agencies and international partners to support the implementation 
of programs tied to the Bangsamoro peace process.The OSAP convened national government 
agencies to advance the socio-economic component of the normalization program, including 
initiatives under the Camps Transformation Plan.A coordination meeting was held earlier this 
month in Malacañang to review the status of government interventions in former camps of the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) as part of the broader normalization program under the 
peace agreement.Lagdameo said the meeting sought to consolidate baseline data on 
socio-economic interventions already delivered in these areas and identify remaining targets for 
implementation between 2026 and 2028.The Camps Transformation Plan forms part of the 
normalization program’s socio-economic component, which focuses not only on assistance to 
decommissioned combatants and their families but also on development initiatives in 
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communities located within six previously acknowledged MILF camps. The program includes 
infrastructure projects and community development initiatives aimed at improving living 
conditions and supporting the reintegration of former combatants into civilian life.Government 
officials said stronger coordination among agencies is essential in accelerating the 
implementation of development programs in the Bangsamoro region as the national 
government works to fulfill key commitments under the peace agreement in the coming years.

• Pasig City to start P5,000 fuel aid payout for tricycle drivers (2026-03-16 03:26)

MANILA, Philippines — Pasig City will begin releasing the P5,000 fuel subsidy for tricycle drivers 
this week under the national government’s financial assistance program for public utility 
vehicle drivers.Mayor Vico Sotto announced on Monday, March 16, that tricycle drivers would 
be the first to receive the aid, to be followed by jeepney, UV, and TNVS drivers.The city 
government said the manual payout for tricycle drivers will be held from March 17 to 20 in 
selected venues.The payout schedule is as follows: • March 17, Tuesday — Purok 3, Pineda 
Covered Court, Pineda village; Damayan Multipurpose Hall, Pinagbuhatan village • March 18, 
Wednesday — Purok 3, Pineda Covered Court, Pineda village; Ilaya Multipurpose Hall, Santolan 
village • March 19, Thursday — Purok 3, Pineda Covered Court, Pineda village; Ilaya 
Multipurpose Hall, Santolan village • March 20, Friday — Amphitheatre, Kapitolyo village The 
distribution will be done in two batches daily, from 6 a.m. to 12 noon and from 12 noon to 5 
p.m.The city government advised beneficiaries to coordinate with their respective TODA 
presidents for their assigned schedule and to check the advisory for the requirements they 
need to bring.Pasig said the payout will be handled by the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development with assistance from the City Social Welfare and Development Office and the 
Tricycle Operation and Regulatory Office.  

• Four persons die, one injured in Rizal car accident (2026-03-16 02:56)

MANILA, Philippines—Four persons died while another was injured in an accident triggered by a 
speeding car driven by a 60-year-old woman in Angono, Rizal Sunday afternoon.Police 
investigators said that one of the victims, a 69-year old homeless woman died on the spot, while 
the three others, a 15-year old boy, a 23-year old man and his girlfriend died while being 
treated in the hospital.A 13-year-old boy was also injured but is now out of danger.The incident 
took place past 1 p.m. along Metro East Road in Barangay San Isidro. Based on the CCTV 
footage installed in the area, the speeding car hit the motorcycle being driven by the 
23-year-old victim who had his girlfriend as passenger. After hitting the motorcycle, the car hit 
the two teenagers who were buying bread in a bakery store and the homeless woman who was 
just sitting in front of bakery. The driver of the speeding car was arrested immediately. Charges 
of reckless imprudence resulting in multiple homicide and serious physical injury are being 
readied against her.  

• Pasig hospital’s ER temporarily closed for upgrade (2026-03-16 02:20)
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MANILA, Philippines — The emergency room of the Pasig Hope Medical Center has been 
temporarily closed to give way to renovation and expansion works.Pasig City Mayor Vico Sotto 
made the announcement on Monday, March 16. He said the hospital’s outpatient and the 
physical medicine and rehabilitation departments will operate beginning Monday, March 16.The 
hospital, formerly known as Pasig City Children’s Hospital, is being upgraded. Sotto said the 
renovation, upgrading and conversion work covers the entire city hospital.He added that a 
separate project has also been lined up for the expansion of the emergency room at Pasig City 
General Hospital.

• P1.7 billion cash assistance released in Manila (2026-03-16 01:26)

MANILA, Philippines — Over 330,000 residents in Manila or 15 percent of the city’s population 
will receive P1.7 billion in cash assistance, Manila City Mayor Isko Moreno said 
Monday.Speaking at the flag-raising ceremony, Moreno said the cash aid will help “cushion” 
the impact of rising fuel and electricity prices amid the war in the Middle East.Of that amount, 
P594.76 million will come from the city’s General Fund, while P1.165 billion will be released 
from the Trust Fund, bringing the total amount to P1,760,163,485.42.Moreno said the assistance 
will help residents cope with higher living costs while also supporting the local economy, noting 
that when people have purchasing power, businesses in the city will continue to prosper."If we 
can raise the buying capacity or purchasing power of our community, then the businesses will 
benefit from it, the jobs will be protected, and the economy will continue to evolve—what you 
call the velocity of money effect," he explained

• Labor group seeks reintegration program for OFWs affected by war (2026-03-15 23:54)

ORGANIZED labor has expressed concern that the country's employment and 
underemployment rates will be further aggravated by the war in the Middle East unless the 
government takes immediate decisive action to bolster job opportunities.The Trade Union 
Congress of the Philippines (TUCP), the largest national trade union group in the country, said 
that based on the latest Labor Force Survey (LFS) of the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), 
unemployment rate rose to 5.4 percent in January 2026, equivalent to 2.96 million Filipinos 
without jobs, up from 4.4 percent or 2.26 million in December 2025.Meanwhile, 
underemployment surged to 13.2 percent or 6.35 million workers in January, a steep rise from 8 
percent or 3.93 million in December.“The sudden rise in unemployment and 
underemployment reflects not only the end of holiday seasonal jobs, but the deeper 
vulnerabilities of our labor market that will be further aggravated by the conflict in the Middle 
East which threatens the lives and livelihoods of Filipinos both at home and abroad," the group 
said in a statement.It stressed that beyond bringing overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) away 
from danger, the government must ensure that repatriated OFWs can rebuild their lives with 
dignity through real opportunities for decent work.Earlier, Economic Planning and Development 
Secretary Arsenio Balisacan acknowledged the risks confronting the OFWs in the Middle 
East.“Given elevated geopolitical tensions and global uncertainties, strategic policies are 
needed to bolster labor market resilience. The government continues to pursue a 
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comprehensive response to support affected workers in the short term while fostering a 
dynamic and robust labor market in the medium and long term,” Balisacan said.“Our priority 
is clear: create more and better jobs at home, strengthen industries, equip our workers with the 
skills needed for higher-value employment, and ensure that those affected by global 
disruptions, including OFWs, can transition smoothly into productive opportunities here in the 
Philippines,” he added.TUCP said that workers deserve far more decisive strategic policies 
than temporary excise tax suspension and fuel subsidies. What the country urgently needs are 
bolder structural reforms to raise wages, reduce taxes, and reintegrate returning OFWs, it 
said."We cannot speak of labor market resilience when, in the span of just one month, 
hundreds of thousands more Filipinos have lost their jobs and more than two million more 
have become underemployed while thousands of our kababayan in the Middle East are now 
seeking repatriation amid escalating tensions,” TUCP said.The group urged the government to 
immediately implement a comprehensive reintegration program, such as skills inventory and 
profiling of returning OFWs, job-matching programs with domestic industries and employers, 
upskilling and re-skilling initiatives, including in emerging sectors, and enterprise and livelihood 
support, among others.“Our priorities must be clearer and more concrete: remove the 
burdensome VAT on electricity to lower power costs, attract investors, strengthen industries, 
and generate employment, as well as raise wages so that Filipino workers no longer need to 
work two or three jobs just to survive. With the right policies and stronger political will, we can 
transform this moment of crisis into an opportunity to rebuild a stronger economy that creates 
decent work and ensure that every Filipino working family lives with dignity,” the group said.

• Lacson defends AMLC's independence, urges protection from political pressure 
(2026-03-15 16:12)

SEN. Panfilo Lacson said the Anti-Money Laundering Council (AMLC) should remain insulated 
from political or private pressure given its critical role in safeguarding the country’s financial 
system.Any attempt to influence AMLC’s operations could expose those involved to legal 
consequences, Lacson said.He said the AMLC has been performing well and should not be 
disrupted by attempts to manipulate its leadership.Lacson said he had not heard of the 
reported attempt by a private businessman to influence the AMLC’s board composition. But 
he said that such interference would violate the law.“That’s not acceptable. The Anti-Money 
Laundering Council is covered by law. It has a mandate under the law,” Lacson said in a radio 
interview last Saturday.He expressed hope that Eli Remolona Jr., Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
governor and AMLC chairman, would press charges against individuals attempting to 
undermine the council’s independence.Lacson, who had backed amendments to the 
Anti-Money Laundering Act of 2001, said that failing to defend the integrity of the institution 
under Remolona’s watch could be seen as a disservice to the country’s financial oversight 
system.He noted that the Senate has been trying to further strengthen the powers of the AMLC 
to improve its capacity to trace suspicious financial transactions and combat illicit financial 
flows.Lacson said the Senate Committee on Accountability of Public Officers and Investigations, 
widely referred to as the Blue Ribbon Committee, has made recommendations to enhance the 
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council’s authority and operational capability.We have several recommendations to further 
strengthen the Anti-Money Laundering Council, especially its powers. These are meant to be 
incorporated into amendments to the Anti-Money Laundering Law,” he said.Lacson pushed for 
a higher AMLC budget during deliberations on the 2026 national budget.He said the AMLC’s 
workload — monitoring vast numbers of financial transactions across the banking and financial 
system — requires stronger institutional support.He proposed restoring funds that had been 
cut from the agency’s allocation under the National Expenditure Program.The additional 
funding would allow the AMLC to upgrade its technology, strengthen investigative capabilities, 
and better monitor suspicious financial activities, he said.Lacson said protecting the integrity of 
the AMLC is essential in maintaining public trust and ensuring that anti-money laundering 
enforcement remains impartial and effective.

• ‘Protect Gulf oil route’‘Protect Gulf oil route’ (2026-03-15 16:12)

MANAMA — US President Donald Trump called for other nations’ warships to help protect 
world oil supplies passing through the Strait of Hormuz, still virtually blocked Sunday by the 
threat of Iranian attacks.Despite sustaining heavy bombardments since US-Israeli forces 
launched a war against Iran on Feb. 28, Tehran has defied Trump’s assertion that its military 
capability has been “100%” destroyed.Iran’s attacks and threats have nearly halted 
shipping in the Strait of Hormuz, a vital route normally used for one-fifth of world oil supplies, 
sending petroleum prices soaring 40 percent and roiling the global economy.Its military has 
deployed drones and missiles against Israel, Gulf energy facilities, and other targets across the 
Middle East region.AFP journalists heard blasts in Bahrain’s capital Manama, and saw black 
smoke belching from a major oil terminal in the United Arab Emirates port city of Fujairah. 
Security sources said the US Embassy in Iraq was struck by a drone.“Many Countries, 
especially those who are affected by Iran’s attempted closure of the Hormuz Strait, will be 
sending War Ships, in conjunction with the United States of America, to keep the Strait open and 
safe,” Trump posted on social media Saturday.“Hopefully China, France, Japan, South Korea, 
the UK, and others, that are affected by this artificial constraint, will send Ships to the area,” he 
added.“In the meantime, the United States will be bombing the hell out of the shoreline, and 
continually shooting Iranian Boats and Ships out of the water.”US forces struck Iran’s Kharg 
Island on Friday — from which nearly all of the country’s oil exports flow — with Trump 
saying they had “obliterated every MILITARY target” while sparing energy facilities.Iran 
threatened US-linked oil and energy firms would be “turned into a pile of ashes” if its oil 
facilities were hit.More than 1,200 people have been killed by US and Israeli strikes, according 
to Iranian health ministry figures that could not be independently verified.The UN refugee 
agency says up to 3.2 million people have been displaced in Iran, most of them fleeing the 
capital and other cities to seek safety.The Pentagon says more than 15,000 targets in Iran have 
been hit by US and Israeli forces.US media reported that the Pentagon has dispatched the 
amphibious assault ship USS Tripoli and around 2,500 Marines to the region.The United Nations 
earlier warned of significant risks to global trade and development, including prices of food and 
cost of living, if the Strait of Hormuz is closed.“The resulting ripple effects go far beyond the 
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region, affecting energy markets, maritime transport, and global supply chains,” the UN 
Conference on Trade and Development said in a report.“Higher energy, fertilizer and transport 
costs — including freight rates, bunker fuel prices and insurance premiums — may increase 
food costs and intensify cost-of-living pressures, particularly for the most vulnerable,” it 
said.‘Leave now’Tehran has also shown a capacity to strike at Israel and across the region, 
firing missiles and dispatching drones in a string of attacks over the weekend.AFP journalists 
heard blasts over Jerusalem after the military detected missiles launched from Iran, while the 
UAE, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia reported new missile or drone interceptions.Clouds of black 
smoke rose over the UAE port of Fujairah, home to a major Emirati oil storage and export 
terminal, shortly after Iran’s military warned UAE civilians to avoid port areas.Washington’s 
embassy in Iraq was hit by a drone, security sources told AFP — the second such strike during 
the war — while the Emirati consulate in Iraqi Kurdistan was targeted for the second time in a 
week.US officials in Baghdad urged citizens to “leave now.” In Kuwait, a drone strike 
damaged the international airport’s radar system but caused no injuries, the civil aviation 
authority said.Qatar evacuated parts of downtown Doha and intercepted two missiles. Blasts 
were heard by AFP journalists.Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said they had launched missiles at 
US forces stationed at the Al-Kharj base in Saudi Arabia, a close US ally that hosts a large 
number of American troops.The kingdom did not confirm the attack but said earlier it had 
intercepted six ballistic missiles headed toward Al-Kharj.

• ‘Protect Gulf oil route’ (2026-03-15 16:12)

MANAMA — US President Donald Trump called for other nations’ warships to help protect 
world oil supplies passing through the Strait of Hormuz, still virtually blocked Sunday by the 
threat of Iranian attacks.Despite sustaining heavy bombardments since US-Israeli forces 
launched a war against Iran on Feb. 28, Tehran has defied Trump’s assertion that its military 
capability has been “100%” destroyed.Iran’s attacks and threats have nearly halted 
shipping in the Strait of Hormuz, a vital route normally used for one-fifth of world oil supplies, 
sending petroleum prices soaring 40 percent and roiling the global economy.Its military has 
deployed drones and missiles against Israel, Gulf energy facilities, and other targets across the 
Middle East region.AFP journalists heard blasts in Bahrain’s capital Manama, and saw black 
smoke belching from a major oil terminal in the United Arab Emirates port city of Fujairah. 
Security sources said the US Embassy in Iraq was struck by a drone.“Many Countries, 
especially those who are affected by Iran’s attempted closure of the Hormuz Strait, will be 
sending War Ships, in conjunction with the United States of America, to keep the Strait open and 
safe,” Trump posted on social media Saturday.“Hopefully China, France, Japan, South Korea, 
the UK, and others, that are affected by this artificial constraint, will send Ships to the area,” he 
added.“In the meantime, the United States will be bombing the hell out of the shoreline, and 
continually shooting Iranian Boats and Ships out of the water.”US forces struck Iran’s Kharg 
Island on Friday — from which nearly all of the country’s oil exports flow — with Trump 
saying they had “obliterated every MILITARY target” while sparing energy facilities.Iran 
threatened US-linked oil and energy firms would be “turned into a pile of ashes” if its oil 
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facilities were hit.More than 1,200 people have been killed by US and Israeli strikes, according 
to Iranian health ministry figures that could not be independently verified.The UN refugee 
agency says up to 3.2 million people have been displaced in Iran, most of them fleeing the 
capital and other cities to seek safety.The Pentagon says more than 15,000 targets in Iran have 
been hit by US and Israeli forces.US media reported that the Pentagon has dispatched the 
amphibious assault ship USS Tripoli and around 2,500 Marines to the region.The United Nations 
earlier warned of significant risks to global trade and development, including prices of food and 
cost of living, if the Strait of Hormuz is closed.“The resulting ripple effects go far beyond the 
region, affecting energy markets, maritime transport, and global supply chains,” the UN 
Conference on Trade and Development said in a report.“Higher energy, fertilizer and transport 
costs — including freight rates, bunker fuel prices and insurance premiums — may increase 
food costs and intensify cost-of-living pressures, particularly for the most vulnerable,” it 
said.‘Leave now’Tehran has also shown a capacity to strike at Israel and across the region, 
firing missiles and dispatching drones in a string of attacks over the weekend.AFP journalists 
heard blasts over Jerusalem after the military detected missiles launched from Iran, while the 
UAE, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia reported new missile or drone interceptions.Clouds of black 
smoke rose over the UAE port of Fujairah, home to a major Emirati oil storage and export 
terminal, shortly after Iran’s military warned UAE civilians to avoid port areas.Washington’s 
embassy in Iraq was hit by a drone, security sources told AFP — the second such strike during 
the war — while the Emirati consulate in Iraqi Kurdistan was targeted for the second time in a 
week.US officials in Baghdad urged citizens to “leave now.” In Kuwait, a drone strike 
damaged the international airport’s radar system but caused no injuries, the civil aviation 
authority said.Qatar evacuated parts of downtown Doha and intercepted two missiles. Blasts 
were heard by AFP journalists.Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said they had launched missiles at 
US forces stationed at the Al-Kharj base in Saudi Arabia, a close US ally that hosts a large 
number of American troops.The kingdom did not confirm the attack but said earlier it had 
intercepted six ballistic missiles headed toward Al-Kharj.

• Karl Yulo wins gold in FIG Artistic Gymnastics World Cup Antalya leg (2026-03-15 16:11)

KARL Eldrew Yulo seized the gold medal in the floor exercise event of the FIG Artistic 
Gymnastics World Cup Series Antalya leg in Turkey Saturday night.Yulo, the younger brother of 
Olympic champion Carlos, racked up 14.100 points (5.300 in difficulty, 8.800 in execution) for 
his first gold medal in the seniors division.The 18-year-old has competed in just two 
tournaments, already reaching three final rounds.He reached the finals of floor exercise and 
horizontal bar in the Baku leg of the World Cup series last week in Azerbaijan.He couldn’t 
make a podium finish there, but made sure to bounce back in Antalya.“The power trio got the 
gold,” wrote the Gymnastics Association of the Philippines (GAP) on a Facebook post, 
captioning a photo of Yulo, his coach Reyland Capellan, and federation chief Cynthia 
Carrion.“After performing with a stellar score of 14.100, we are proud of you Eldrew!” Yulo 
scored 13.666 points in the qualification, which was good for fourth place.The 4-foot-11 
gymnast dazzled the crowd with his twirls and tumblings, and landed well after every set of 
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routines.Sitting and waiting for his scores on the screens, Yulo stood up and raised his hand 
after realizing he had posted the highest score.He then sent flying kisses to the crowd. Eamon 
Montgomery of Ireland took the silver with 13.833 points, and Rayderley Zapata of Spain took 
the bronze with 13.333 points.Yulo is expected to compete in the next leg of the World Cup 
series in Cairo, Egypt, from April 3 to 6.

• VP Sara Duterte has until today to answer impeach complaints (2026-03-15 16:10)

VICE President Sara Duterte has until today, March 16, to respond to the impeachment 
complaints that the House Committee on Justice has found to be sufficient in substance.Bicol 
Saro Rep. Terry Ridon, a member of the committee, told a news forum on Saturday the panel 
would wait for Duterte’s reply until the end of office hours, “and then we will have to decide 
what the next step will be.”On March 4, the committee served a notice giving Duterte 10 days 
to answer the two impeachment complaints.“Failure on your part to file the Verified Answer 
within the period herein provided shall be deemed a waiver of your right to file the same, and 
you shall be considered to have interposed a general denial to the allegations contained in the 
Impeachment Complaints,” the notice stated.Ridon said the process would be “shortened, 
abbreviated” if Duterte does not file an answer by today.“So that means, I think as early as 
the final weeks of this month, it can proceed to a determination of sufficiency in grounds, and 
then we can proceed to the hearing proper,” he said.Batangas 2nd District Rep. Gerville 
Luistro, the committee chairman, said that the vice president’s answer will be forwarded to 
the complainant, who has three calendar days to file a reply.Duterte has three days to file a 
rejoinder.Four complaints were filed last month against Duterte. The House committee set 
aside the first one, saying it violated the rule against initiating impeachment proceedings 
against the same official more than once within a one-year period.The second complaint was 
withdrawn by the 17 people who filed it.The third alleged that Duterte violated the Constitution 
and betrayed public trust in connection with confidential funds allocated to the Office of the 
Vice President for 2022 and 2023, and confidential funds allocated for 2023 to the Department 
of Education.

• Lawmakers seek P52.8 billion aid for workers affected by Middle East war (2026-03-15 
16:09)

FOUR lawmakers filed House Bill 8495 which sought supplemental funding of P52.8 billion to 
protect transport workers, farmers and overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) from the economic 
effects of the conflict in the Middle East.The amount consists of P12 billion in fuel subsidies for 
public utility vehicle drivers and other transport workers; P2.8 billion in agricultural subsidies 
for farmers and fisherfolk; P18 billion for the repatriation of OFWs affected by the conflict; and 
P20 billion for reintegration programs for displaced OFWs.HB 8495 was filed by Akbayan 
Representatives Chel Diokno, Perci Cendaña, and Dadah Kiram Ismula with Dinagat Islands Rep. 
Kaka Bag-ao.“Given the indispensable role of petroleum in transportation, agriculture, 
industry, and other essential economic activities, the risk of supply disruptions has already 
contributed to a sharp increase in global and domestic fuel prices,” they said in the bill’s 
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explanatory note.The disruptions “threaten to significantly raise the cost of transportation, 
food production, and basic goods, placing substantial economic pressure on Filipino 
households and sectors most sensitive to energy price fluctuations,” they said.The agricultural 
sector is particularly vulnerable, since fertilizer prices are closely tied to global energy markets, 
they said.Last Wednesday, the House approved on second reading HB 8418, which seeks to 
authorize the president to suspend or reduce fuel excise taxes during national or global 
economic emergencies.House Majority Leader and Ilocos Norte 1st District Rep. Ferdinand 
Alexander Marcos, one of HB 8418’s authors, said the bill was made for times when global 
disruptions quickly drive prices up and Filipino families need quick and precise government 
action.“This bill gives the president a measured tool to cushion that shock, with clear triggers, 
clear limits and clear reporting when the prices of fuel and basic commodities get too high,” 
Marcos said.In a speech at the plenary, Marikina 2nd District Rep. Miro Quimbo, the chairman 
of the House Committee on Ways and Means, called the proposal a necessary sacrifice on the 
government’s part to extend “a lifeline” to workers and the poor.“This is simply a 
delegation of a legislative power, which Congress has done many, many times. In fact, in that 
very same provision on Section 148 [of the Internal Revenue Code], there’s already a 
delegation there,” Quimbo said during the committee hearing.Under the bill, the president 
“may, upon the recommendation of the” Development Budget Coordination Committee 
(DBCC), “in coordination with the” secretary of the Department of Energy (DOE), “suspend 
the imposition of, or reduce the excise taxes on fuel,” subject to conditions.These conditions 
are: when the average Dubai crude oil price based on the Mean of Platts Singapore (MoPS) has 
reached or exceeded $80 per barrel for a month immediately preceding the issuance of the 
suspension or reduction order, when the president has declared a state of national emergency 
or calamity, “and such condition has resulted in extraordinary increases in domestic pump 
prices of petroleum products”; the suspension or reduction of the tax can only last for up to 
six months, unless Congress extends it or ends it earlier through a joint resolution.The 
president must submit to Congress a report within 15 days from the suspension order’s 
issuance and every month afterward on the estimated foregone revenues, and the impact on 
“inflation, fuel prices, and other economic activity.”The DBCC is composed of the Department 
of Budget and Management, Department of Finance, Department of Economy, Planning, and 
Development, and Office of the President.The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas serves as adviser to 
the DBCC.

• ‘Oil tax relief must also cover motorcycle riders’ (2026-03-15 16:08)

SEN. Erwin Tulfo called on the Executive branch to ensure that the proposed tax relief on 
petroleum products would also cover gasoline to protect the welfare of the country’s 8.5 
million motorcycle riders.Tulfo made the appeal after President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. certified 
as urgent the bill granting him authority to suspend or reduce excise taxes on oil 
products.During the Senate Ways and Means Committee hearing last week, Tulfo warned 
against limiting tax relief solely to diesel-based sectors.“Let us not leave the motorcycle-riding 
public behind. They use gasoline for their motorcycles, so we cannot limit the excise tax 
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suspension on diesel alone,” Tulfo said.He noted that there are 8.5 million Filipinos who use 
motorcycles on a daily basis.“Many of them use it to go to work, and others use it for their 
livelihood. What will happen to them if we do not include gasoline in the suspension?” he 
said.In response, Finance Undersecretary Karlo Adriano said the Development Budget 
Coordination Committee and the Department of Energy (DOE) are preparing a recommendation 
for the president’s approval that will consider these concerns.Tulfo, chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Social Justice, Welfare, and Rural Development, also warned against the 
politicization of government aid.He said that with fuel subsidies currently reaching public utility 
vehicle drivers and fisherfolk, there must be “zero tolerance for political 
grandstanding.”“We have policies in place prohibiting the intervention of politicians. Those 
who will be caught using this crisis as a tool for political motives must be punished,” Tulfo 
said.“The money being used for these subsidies is from hard-earned taxpayers’ money; there 
shall be no intervention of any politician in the distribution,” he said.Tulfo has filed Senate Bill 
1750, which seeks to “bar elected officials and candidates from participating in the actual 
distribution of government financial aid.”

• Philippine Army reservist ranks 11th in international drone tournament (2026-03-15 16:07)

A PHILIPPINE Army reservist finished 11th out of 76 elite drone pilots who competed in the final 
round of the Military International Drone Racing Tournament in Sydney, Australia, on March 
14.The victory of reservist Private First Class Rex Froilan Gil showcased the growing competence 
of the Philippine Army’s unmanned aerial systems (UAS) operators.Competing in high-speed 
First-Person View (FPV) drone events that tested piloting agility, precision targeting and tactical 
maneuvering, the feat highlighted the Army’s commitment to keep pace with the rapidly 
evolving field of drone warfare.Gil’s performance builds on the Army drone team’s 5th-place 
finish in the 2025 Military International Drone Racing Tournament at the Royal Military 
Academy Sandhurst in the United Kingdom.The team, composed of an officer, two enlisted 
personnel and two reservists, was invited to the competition as part of the Australian Army’s 
125th founding anniversary celebration.

• Reintegration program for OFWs sought (2026-03-15 16:06)

ORGANIZED labor has expressed concern that the country’s employment and 
underemployment rates will be further aggravated by the war in the Middle East unless the 
government takes immediate decisive action to bolster job opportunities.The Trade Union 
Congress of the Philippines (TUCP), the largest national trade union group in the country, said 
that based on the latest Labor Force Survey (LFS) of the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), 
unemployment rate rose to 5.4 percent in January 2026, equivalent to 2.96 million Filipinos 
without jobs, up from 4.4 percent or 2.26 million in December 2025.Meanwhile, 
underemployment surged to 13.2 percent or 6.35 million workers in January, a steep rise from 8 
percent or 3.93 million in December.“The sudden rise in unemployment and 
underemployment reflects not only the end of holiday seasonal jobs, but the deeper 
vulnerabilities of our labor market that will be further aggravated by the conflict in the Middle 
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East which threatens the lives and livelihoods of Filipinos both at home and abroad,” the group 
said in a statement.It stressed that beyond bringing overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) away 
from danger, the government must ensure that repatriated OFWs can rebuild their lives with 
dignity through real opportunities for decent work.Earlier, Economic Planning and Development 
Secretary Arsenio Balisacan acknowledged the risks confronting the OFWs in the Middle 
East.“Given elevated geopolitical tensions and global uncertainties, strategic policies are 
needed to bolster labor market resilience. The government continues to pursue a 
comprehensive response to support affected workers in the short term while fostering a 
dynamic and robust labor market in the medium and long term,” Balisacan said.“Our priority 
is clear: create more and better jobs at home, strengthen industries, equip our workers with the 
skills needed for higher-value employment, and ensure that those affected by global 
disruptions, including OFWs, can transition smoothly into productive opportunities here in the 
Philippines,” he added.TUCP said that workers deserve far more decisive strategic policies 
than temporary excise tax suspension and fuel subsidies. What the country urgently needs are 
bolder structural reforms to raise wages, reduce taxes, and reintegrate returning OFWs, it 
said.“We cannot speak of labor market resilience when, in the span of just one month, 
hundreds of thousands more Filipinos have lost their jobs and more than two million more 
have become underemployed while thousands of our kababayan in the Middle East are now 
seeking repatriation amid escalating tensions,” TUCP said.The group urged the government to 
immediately implement a comprehensive reintegration program, such as skills inventory and 
profiling of returning OFWs, job-matching programs with domestic industries and employers, 
upskilling and re-skilling initiatives, including in emerging sectors, and enterprise and livelihood 
support, among others.“Our priorities must be clearer and more concrete: remove the 
burdensome VAT on electricity to lower power costs, attract investors, strengthen industries, 
and generate employment, as well as raise wages so that Filipino workers no longer need to 
work two or three jobs just to survive. With the right policies and stronger political will, we can 
transform this moment of crisis into an opportunity to rebuild a stronger economy that creates 
decent work and ensure that every Filipino working family lives with dignity,” the group said.

• Malacañang reaffirms support for LGUs (2026-03-15 16:05)

MALACAÑANG reaffirmed its commitment to further strengthen and develop local government 
units (LGUs) so they could better serve their communities.Executive Secretary Ralph Recto, 
representing President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., issued the statement at the 2026 General 
Assembly of the League of Municipalities of the Philippines (LMP) held last week in Pasay 
City.During the assembly, mayors and municipal officials from across the country discussed 
local governance issues and the review of government programs affecting their 
communities.Last month, Marcos increased the Local Government Support Fund (LGSF), an 
initiative that would fund the implementation of national programs and projects at the local 
level.Among the programs are food security and infrastructure and development initiatives that 
directly benefit LGU constituents.Under the 2026 General Appropriations Act (GAA), the LGSF 
was increased by P34.87 billion, bringing the total allocation to P57.872 billion, the highest in its 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/16/news/national/malacaang-reaffirms-support-for-lgus/2300286


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 135 — 2026-03-16

history.Recto stressed that the government continues to strengthen the LGUs’ capacity 
building and delivery of services to the people at the grassroots level, particularly in smaller 
municipalities with limited fiscal resources.The league also presented him its policy 
recommendations on proposed reforms to the Local Government Code, which would further 
enhance local autonomy and improve coordination between national and local 
governments.The LMP is made up of more than 1,400 municipal governments.

• Foreigner at NAIA yields P28M ‘shabu’ (2026-03-15 16:05)

A FOREIGNER was arrested at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) after authorities 
discovered in her possession more than four kilograms of suspected methamphetamine 
hydrochloride or shabu concealed in her luggage.Authorities found the illegal drug in an 
inspection at the arrival area of NAIA Terminal 3 in Pasay City on March 14.According to the 
Philippine National Police  (PNP), the interception stemmed from routine baggage screening, as 
airport authorities flagged a suspicious image inside a beige suitcase belonging to a 48-year-old 
Croatian woman arriving from Johannesburg, South Africa, with a connecting flight through 
Hong Kong. Operatives from the PNP Aviation Security units and partner agencies immediately 
conducted further verification. A K9 narcotics detection dog later confirmed the presence of 
illegal drugs in the luggage. Upon inspection, authorities discovered three improvised pouches 
wrapped in black duct tape hidden inside a false compartment of the suitcase. The packages 
contained white crystalline substances that tested positive for shabu.The seized illegal drugs 
weighed more or less 4,156 grams with an estimated standard drug price of P28,260,800.00.The 
suspect, who was traveling alone, was immediately arrested.

• BOC seizes P262M illegal drugs, smuggled cigarettes (2026-03-15 16:05)

BUREAU of Customs (BOC) operatives intercepted over the weekend P27 million worth of illegal
drugs inside a hotdog roller machine in an interdiction operation conducted at a warehouse in
Pasay City.Customs Commissioner Ariel Nepomuceno on Sunday said the operation, conducted
in coordination with the NAIA Inter-Agency Drug Interdiction Task Group, resulted in the
discovery of a parcel, hidden inside a hotdog roller machine, which was found to contain 3,962
grams of white crystalline substance suspected to be methamphetamine hydrochloride or
shabu, valued at P26,941,600."The shipment was described as a hot dog roller machine. But
upon physical examination, four heat-sealed transparent plastic bags wrapped in aluminum foil
containing a white crystalline substance suspected to be 'shabu' were found concealed in it,"
Nepomuceno said.Nepomuceno added that a series of successful drug interdiction operations
conducted by Customs operatives was in line with the directive of President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. to stop the entry of illicit goods into the country.He commended NAIA District Collector
Yasmin Obillos-Mapa and Special Deputy Collector Dr. Siegfried Manaois for exceptional
dedication in monitoring and enforcement cooperation, in coordination with partner
agencies.Nepomuceno also led the inspection of P235 million worth of smuggled cigarettes
from the United Arab Emirates bound for the Port of Batangas.From January 1 to March 6, 2026,
the bureau recorded 127 cigarette-related interdictions, resulting in the seizure of
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approximately P2 billion worth of contraband nationwide.As part of its intensified
enforcementefforts, the BOC chief said the agency continues to strengthen coordination among
lawenforcement agencies under a whole-of-government approach to combating illicit
tobaccotrade."Central to these efforts is strengthened intelligence gathering by the bureau,
which led tothe discovery of 637 master cases of cigarettes during the operation," he said.

• Sen. Bong Go urges 24/7 support for OFWs amid Middle East conflict (2026-03-15 16:03)

SEN. Bong Go called on Philippine foreign and labor officers abroad to be ready “24/7” to 
assist distressed overseas Filipinos (OFs) amid the war in the Middle East. The senator on 
Wednesday urged government representatives to be accessible to Filipinos seeking help, 
including those requesting repatriation to escape the United States-Israel war with Iran.Your 
offices abroad must remain open 24/7 and you should be ready anytime to assist our migrant 
workers, our OFWs (overseas Filipino workers),” Go said in Filipino.He made the appeal during 
the Commission Appointments deliberation on the nomination of former Energy secretary 
Raphael Lotilla as the Philippine ambassador to the Holy See as well as the ad interim 
appointments of three foreign service officials.Go said that Philippine embassies and consular 
offices should ensure readiness to respond to the needs of OFWs, who often face difficult 
circumstances far from home.He reminded them of the responsibility carried by Philippine 
representatives abroad, particularly in safeguarding the interests and welfare of Filipinos 
working and living outside the country.“To the new appointees, as you take on these vital roles 
in representing the Philippines on the international stage, I encourage you to remain steadfast 
in prioritizing the interests, protection, and welfare of our overseas Filipinos,” Go said.The 
Middle East hosts over 2.2 million Filipino workers, many of whom are based in Israel, Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Qatar, and Bahrain.

• PAO starts 4-day workweek to save energy (2026-03-15 16:02)

THE Public Attorney’s Office (PAO) on Sunday said it will implement a 40-hour compressed 
workweek starting March 16, 2026, for its personnel, particularly its public lawyers, as part of 
the government’s energy conservation measures.PAO Chief Persida Rueda-Acosta said, 
however, that the temporary work scheme will not cover personnel of the agency’s Executive 
Service, Administrative Service, Special and Appealed Cases Service, and Utility and Contract of 
Service, all at its central office in Quezon City.“They shall continue to render five days of 
on-site work at their respective offices and observe regular working hours,” said Rueda-Acosta 
as she stressed that PAO is a frontline government agency that provides legal assistance to 
indigent and marginalized sectors of society.She said the four-day on-site workweek will be 
observed at PAO’s regional and district offices, adopting the compressed 40-hour workweek 
arrangement provided in a Civil Service Commission circular.Deputy Chief Ana Lisa Soriano told 
The Manila Times that the PAO chief’s memorandum circular directed public attorneys whose 
offices were declared closed by their respective local government units (LGUs) on Fridays to 
remain on call to render legal assistance, especially for inquest proceedings, custodial 
investigations, and posting of bail bond, among others.“For PAO offices located in areas where 
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LGUs have not declared office closures on Fridays, at least one PAO lawyer and one staff 
member shall render regular duty hours,” said Deputy Chief Erwin Erfe in a separate 
interview.Also, Erfe said that all PAO personnel assigned to render duty on Fridays shall not 
report for work on Thursdays of the same week to maintain the four-day work schedule.The 
chief public attorney said that PAO lawyers assigned at the Sandiganbayan would continue to 
observe the full five-day workweek, “considering that the Supreme Court has required the 
Sandiganbayan employees to observe the regular on-site workweek without special work 
arrangements.” “All PAO personnel are enjoined to remain on call beyond regular working 
hours within their respective jurisdictions and urgent legal needs of clients and inquest 
proceedings,” she added.PAO said the order would remain in force until the Office of the 
President lifts the energy conservation directive through an issuance.

• DOTr, MRT-3 management belie claims on train safety (2026-03-15 16:01)

THE Department of Transportation (DOTr) and the management of the Metro Rail Transit Line 3 
(MRT-3) denied the allegation that the rail line’s four-car trains are unsafe for 
commuters.According to the management, the allegation was raised in a vlog by 
Kamanggagawa party-list Rep. Eli San Fernando and members of the MRT-3 Employees 
Association.In a statement issued on Sunday, the DOTr emphasized that all MRT-3 train sets 
undergo thorough technical evaluations and neither the department nor its maintenance 
provider, Sumitomo Corp., would compromise passenger safety.“The safety of commuters 
remains our top priority,” the agency said.The department clarified that the MRT-3 signaling 
system is fully capable of supporting four-car trains running from North Avenue to Taft Avenue. 
The system has also been validated by the international rail consultancy Systra, which 
confirmed its safety for daily operations.The DOTr also refuted claims that the newly acquired 
Dalian trains are not ready for deployment or that train operators lack proper training. All 
trains, it said, undergo the necessary technical inspections and operational assessments before 
being approved for service. Coordination meetings are continuously held to ensure operational 
readiness and compliance with safety standards.The department noted that MRT-3 had sent a 
detailed letter to San Fernando on Feb. 13, explaining the results of the technical and safety 
evaluations. The lawmaker’s office received the letter on Feb. 18, but no response has been 
made yet. Regarding train operator schedules, MRT-3 management reiterated that work shifts 
adhere to the guidelines set by the Civil Service Commission.DOTr also urged commuters and 
vehicle owners to use the public rail services amid rising fuel prices, noting that “this is not the 
time for politics” and emphasizing the need to support the public during the ongoing global 
crisis.  

• Flood control probe to continue — Palace (2026-03-15 13:07)

MANILA, Philippines — Malacañang on Sunday said investigations into alleged multibillion-peso 
flood control corruption will continue even after the conclusion of the Independent 
Commission for Infrastructure (ICI).Palace Press Officer Claire Castro issued the statement 
following criticism from Mamamayang Liberal Party-list Rep. Leila de Lima and Akbayan political 
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party, which condemned the impending closure of the fact-finding body.Castro said the ICI has 
already completed its work and forwarded its findings to the proper authorities.“The 
fact-finding body, ICI, already turned over its report to the Ombudsman for further 
investigation. The mandate to pursue those responsible will continue,” Castro said.She 
stressed that the ICI’s conclusion does not end the investigation.“The Ombudsman and DOJ 
(Department of Justice) are still conducting preliminary investigations into the cases submitted 
or recommended to be filed,” she said.Castro added both the Office of the Ombudsman and 
the DOJ have the authority to conduct additional investigations motu proprio, or on their own 
initiative.The ICI was created as a fact-finding body last year to look into alleged irregularities in 
flood control projects, which have drawn scrutiny following claims of corruption involving 
billions of pesos in government funds.The ICI earlier said it will remain operational only until 
March 31 as it begins to “wind down” its functions almost six months after its 
creation.Meanwhile, Philippine National Police chief Gen. Jose Melencio Nartatez Jr. said they 
will continue to assist in tracking down individuals involved in anomalous infrastructure 
projects. 

• Four politicians want to be part of VP Sara’s Senate slate (2026-03-15 11:17)

MANILA, Philippines — Vice President Sara Duterte said four politicians want to be part of her 
senatorial slate."Four already," she said in Filipino in an ambush interview in Davao City on 
March 14 when asked how many people had approached her."I am allergic to politicians right 
now," she added. "So i-consider lang nila ako (they will consider me)."Last month, Duterte 
announced that she will run for president in the 2028 elections.

• Leandro Leviste buys house in Germany where Rizal lived (2026-03-15 09:16)

MANILA, Philippines — Batangas 1st District Rep. Leandro Leviste has bought the house in 
Germany where Jose Rizal lived and wrote the last portions of the novel Noli me tangere.Leviste 
said in a post on Facebook on Sunday that he bought the property, located in Wilhelmsfeld, "for 
the preservation of the house and support for the history of the Philippines."Leviste had a 
signing ceremony last week with Franz Hack Ullmer, representatives of the Protestant church 
that owned the house, Wilhelmsfeld Mayor Tobias Dangel, and Herbert Eiss who was identified 
as the commander of the Knights of Rizal's German chapter.Rizal lived in the house in 1886 
upon the invitation of Ullmer's great grandfather Pastor Karl Ullmer. 

• NTF-Elcac urges universities: Elevate discourse on insurgency (2026-03-15 08:25)

MANILA, Philippines — The National Task Force to End Local Communist Armed Conflict 
(NTF-Elcac) called on universities to raise the level of discourse on insurgency, youth 
recruitment, and academic freedom.Undersecretary Ernesto Torres Jr., NTF-Elcac executive 
director, stressed that honest and responsible debate, not propaganda or slogans, must guide 
discussions in campuses if the nation is to achieve just peace and genuine nation-building.He 
said recent social media debates triggered by a forum held last year at the University of Santo 
Tomas highlighted the continuing tension between academic freedom and the need to openly 
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confront the realities of insurgency and the recruitment of young people into armed 
struggle.“Universities have always been spaces where ideas collide. Here, convictions are 
tested and difficult national questions are debated,” Torres said. “Our aim should always be 
to elevate discourse in ways that promote peace and academic freedom while steering 
conversations away from propaganda and toward just peace and nation-building.”Torres said 
that the government respects the vital role of academic institutions as venues for critical 
thinking and intellectual exchange, where students and faculty members can challenge each 
other’s views and examine even the most contentious national issues.The forum held at UST, 
he said, was part of this longstanding academic tradition.However, Torres said individuals who 
speak about insurgency and youth recruitment, particularly former rebels and scholars with 
firsthand knowledge, should not automatically be dismissed as enemies of academic 
freedom.“Many of those who speak candidly about these matters do so precisely because they 
have witnessed how young lives can be drawn into cycles of violence through ideological 
manipulation or what can be described as terror grooming,” he said.Torres said that 
professors and resource persons who raise these concerns deserve to be heard even when their 
views are strongly contested.“Passionate debates are part of university life,” he said. “But 
the manner in which we engage each other—whether with respect or dismissal—ultimately 
determines whether dialogue enlightens or divides.”For decades, Torres said, the Communist 
Party of the Philippines and its so-called national democratic organizations have invested 
significant effort in organizing within major universities and schools across the country with the 
end goal of indoctrinating the youth to embrace armed violence —a reality acknowledged by 
former members and even by the movement itself.He said that this historical reality does not 
mean universities are to blame when some students join armed insurgent groups.“Many 
former rebels now working in peace-building recount how their political journeys began inside 
campuses where narratives romanticized armed struggle while downplaying its human cost,” 
Torres said.Because of this history, he said, discussions about recruitment, radicalization, and 
protecting the youth are necessary.“The challenge before us is not to silence debate but to 
elevate it, and not to dismiss legitimate concerns with catchphrases like ‘red-tagging,’” he 
added.Torres urged students and educators to ensure that academic spaces remain arenas for 
respectful but rigorous debate.“Students must feel free to express dissenting views without 
fear of intimidation, just as educators and resource persons must be able to raise legitimate 
concerns about recruitment and insurgent influence without being automatically accused of 
malicious labeling,” he said.Torres said the NTF-Elcac would continue engaging universities 
with openness and respect as part of the broader effort to strengthen democratic dialogue and 
safeguard Filipino youth.“Our shared objective is to ensure that Filipino youth are equipped 
with truth, critical thinking, and opportunity,” he said. “They must not be drawn into conflicts 
that only prolong suffering and division.”

• Parts of Metro Manila, Rizal, Bulacan and Cavite to have water interruptions this week due 
to maintenance works (2026-03-15 05:12)
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MANILA, Philippines — Some areas in Metro Manila and the provinces of Rizal, Bulacan and 
Cavite will have water interruptions this week due to maintenance works and high demand, 
Manila Water Company Inc. and Maynilad Water Services Inc. said on Sunday.Manila Water said 
that in Taguig City, some areas in Brgy. Western Bicutan will have no water on March 16-17 
between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. because of a line meter replacement at Bayani Road corner Lawton 
Ave.In Marikina City, some parts of Brgy. Fortune will have service interruptions on March 17-18 
between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. because of the replacement of a water system line meter at 
Champaca St. corner Venus St.Some parts of Brgy. Concepcion Dos will also have water 
interruptions on March 18-19 between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. because of the installation of a 
pressure reducing valve.In Quezon City, some places in the villages of Culiat, Vasra, Bagong 
Pag-asa, Central, and UP Campus will have service interruptions on March 18-19 between 10 
p.m. and 4 a.m. because of step testing activities to detect possible system leaks.In 
Mandaluyong City, some areas in the villages of Plainview, Hulo, and Barangka Drive will have 
no water on March 18-19 between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. because of zero pressure testing works to 
check on system integrity.In Manila, some areas in the villages of 876, 877, and 878, will have no 
water on March 18-19 between 11 p.m. and 3 a.m. because of step testing activities.Also, some 
areas in the villages of 798, 802, and 803 will have service interruptions on March 19-20 
between 11 p.m. and 3 a.m. because also of step testing works.In Rizal, some places in the 
villages of Kalawaan, Darangan in Binangonan will have no water on March 16-17 and on March 
17-18 between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. because of line maintenance activities and zero pressure 
testing works. Some areas in Brgy. Pantok, Binangonan will have water interruptions on March 
17-18 between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. because of zero pressure testing activities.Meanwhile, some 
places in Brgy. Manggahan in Rodriguez will have service interruptions also on March 17-18 
between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. because of the replacement of a water system line meter.Some 
locations in Brgy. Mahabang Parang and Brgy. Mambog in Binangonan will have no water on 
March 18-19 between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. because of line maintenance, and zero pressure 
testing activities.Also, some areas in Brgy. Libid Brgy Libis, Brgy. Layunan and  Brgy. Lunsad in 
Binangonan will have service interruptions on March 19-20  between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. due to 
leak repairs at a water system in Poblcaion.Some parts of Brgy. Pinugay in Baras will have water 
interruptions on March 19-20  between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. because of looping works for a new 
water service connection to improve water pressure.Maynilad meanwhile said that some 
locations in the villages of Gen. T. De Leon Karuhatan, Malinta, Marulas, Maysan, and Parada in 
Valenzuela City will have service interruptions on March 16 between 12:01 a.m. and 4 a.m. 
because of network maintenance.Some places in the villages of Arkong Bato, Balangkas, Bisig, 
Coloong, Dalandanan, Gen. T. De Leon, Isla, Karuhatan, Mabolo, Malanday, Malinta, Marulas, 
Maysan, Palasan, Parada, Pariancillo Villa, Pasolo, Poblacion, Polo, Rincon, Tagalag, Viente 
Reales, and Wawang Pulo in Valenzuela City; and some parts of the village of Paco in Obando, 
Bulacan will have water interruptions on March 18-19 between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. due to 
network maintenance activities.In Caloocan City, some areas in the villages of 36, 39, 189, 190, 
191, 193, 194 and 196 will have no water on March 16-22 between 11:01 p.m. and 3 a.m. due to 
leak exploration activities.In Manila, several villages in Binondo, Pandacan, Sampaloc, Santa 
Cruz, and Tondo will have water interruptions on March 16-22 between 11:01 p.m. and 3 a.m. 
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because of leak exploration activities.In Cavite, several places in the villages of Alapan I-C, 
Anabu I-A, Anabu I-B, Anabu I-C, Anabu I-D, Anabu I-E, Anabu I-F, Anabu II-A, Anabu II- B, 
Anabu II-C, Anabu II-D, Anabu II-E, Bayan Luma I, Bayan Luma II, Bayan Luma III, Bayan Luma 
IV, Bayan Luma V, Bayan Luma VI, Bayan Luma VII, Bayan Luma VIII, Bayan Luma IX, Bukandala 
III, Bukandala IV, Bukandala V, Carsadang Bago I, Carsadang Bago II, Malagasang 1-A, 
Malagasang I-B, Malagasang I-C, Malagasang I-D, Malagasang I-E, Malagasang I-F, Malagasang 
I-G, Medicion I-B, Poblacion III-B, Poblacion IV-B, Poblacion IV-D, and Tanzang Luma VI will have 
no water on March 16-18 between 5 a.m. and 12 a.m. because of issues of high demand at the 
Patindig Araw pumping station.

• Grab, Move It roll out fuel discount, incentives for drivers amid soaring pump prices 
(2026-03-15 03:14)

MANILA, Philippines — Ride-hailing and motorcycle taxi platforms Grab Philippines and Move It 
announced the rollout of a financial support package for their driver-partners as soaring fuel 
prices threaten the livelihood of transport workers who depend on the platforms for daily 
income.The companies said the program would provide fuel discounts, rebates, and additional 
incentives for tens of thousands of driver-, delivery-, and rider-partners nationwide as global oil 
prices continue to climb.The assistance comes as local pump prices recorded sharp increases in 
recent weeks amid supply disruptions linked to the ongoing conflict in the Middle East, with 
gasoline marking its ninth consecutive weekly increase and diesel posting double-digit price 
hikes in a single week.“Our immediate priority is to help ensure that our drivers continue to 
earn viably and fairly for their families, while preserving service reliability for passengers and 
the sustainability of the platform as we collectively navigate volatility in the global fuel 
market,” said Ronald Roda, Grab Philippines managing director.Roda said that maintaining 
driver earnings is critical as more commuters may turn to ride-hailing and shared mobility to 
cope with the rising cost of using privately-owned vehicles.Fuel discounts and rebatesUnder the 
program, driver-partners using four-wheel and two-wheel vehicles will be able to access fuel 
discounts of up to P4 per liter through partnerships with Seaoil Philippines, Caltex, and Blu 
Energy at participating stations nationwide.In addition, Grab Finance will offer a fuel rebate 
program for nearly 20,000 eligible drivers and riders using the Shell Fuel Card. Starting March 
16 until the end of the month, partners who refuel using the card will receive a P3-per-liter 
rebate credited directly to their accounts.The companies are also introducing new incentives 
aimed at stabilizing drivers’ take-home pay despite rising operating costs.GrabCar drivers will 
receive commission rebates under a revised incentive structure designed to return more value 
to drivers through per-trip cashback and targeted rebates during peak periods.Meanwhile, 
motorcycle delivery partners working with GrabFood will receive a P3 spot bonus for every 
completed delivery nationwide, regardless of the number of hours they spend online.Move It, 
which operates a motorcycle taxi service, is launching a separate initiative called Power Pasada, 
a fuel-resilience program tailored for rider-partners. The program includes monthly fuel 
allowances for consistently active riders and additional incentives during morning and evening 
peak hours.The platforms said they are also coordinating with regulators, including the Land 
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Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board and the Department of Transportation 
(Philippines), to address the impact of the fuel price surge on ride-hailing and motorcycle taxi 
operators.The government recently announced a P5,000 fuel subsidy for transport workers to 
be distributed by the Department of Social Welfare and Development in coordination with the 
transportation department. Transport network vehicle service (TNVS) drivers are among the 
beneficiaries.“We thank the DOTr and DSWD for recognizing TNVS professionals as equal 
partners in keeping the country’s transport ecosystem alive,” said Lisza Buscaino-Redulla, 
United Transportation Coalition Philippines president.Transport sector leaders also urged 
continued cooperation between government and private platforms as fuel prices remain 
volatile.“It is imperative that the entire transport ecosystem works together in finding the right 
support programs as we collectively try to survive this oil challenge,” said Romeo Maglunsod, 
Motorcycle Taxi Community Philippines chairman.Grab and Move It said they will continue 
monitoring developments in global oil markets and may adjust their support programs as fuel 
prices evolve.

• Biazon summons Maynilad executives anew over water interruptions in Muntinlupa 
(2026-03-15 01:48)

MANILA, Philippines — Muntinlupa City Mayor Ruffy Biazon has again summoned the top 
officials of Maynilad Water Services Inc. to explain recurring water service interruptions 
affecting residents in the city.In separate letters dated March 11, Biazon asked the 
concessionaire’s senior management to attend a meeting with the local government and 
present a plan to address the problem.The letters were addressed to Maynilad President and 
Chief Executive Officer Ramoncito Fernandez and Chief Operating Officer Christopher 
Lichauco.Biazon said the water provider failed to give timely and adequate notice to customers 
about service interruptions, leaving residents unprepared.“It is lamentable that Maynilad is 
unable to properly inform its customers about the service interruption in a timely, efficient, and 
effective manner,” he said. “The uncertainty of service restoration also causes undue stress, 
inconvenience, and lost productivity.”The mayor also called on the concessionaire to provide 
compensation to affected consumers.“At the very least, there should be a rebate to customers 
who have been deprived of the quality of service Maynilad is obligated to deliver to the 
people,” he said.Biazon further criticized the company’s lack of coordination with the city 
government, saying local officials are often left unaware of the situation on the 
ground.“Government itself is not spared from this failure to communicate by Maynilad. We are 
also in the dark on what is going on, which necessitates us to initiate contact with Maynilad 
instead of Maynilad proactively engaging the local government,” he said.The mayor noted that 
the interruptions persist even as the company operates two water treatment plants drawing 
from Laguna de Bay.While Maynilad has said it deploys water tankers for emergency 
distribution during outages, Biazon said the measure has not been enough to serve affected 
residents.“While Maynilad claims to deploy tankers to provide emergency distribution, it 
definitely is not sufficient to support all subscribers and the impact is not significantly felt,” he 
said.Last month, Biazon convened a town hall meeting with Maynilad officials to discuss similar 
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service disruptions. During the meeting, company representatives attributed the interruptions 
to operational challenges at one of its treatment facilities.

• Some areas in Metro Manila, 5 provinces to have power interruptions this week due to 
maintenance works (2026-03-15 01:39)

MANILA, Philippines — Meralco said on Sunday that some areas in Metro Manila, Batangas, 
Cavite, Laguna, Quezon, and Rizal will have power interruptions this week because of 
maintenance works.In Metro Manila, some parts of Brgy. Pasong Putik in Novaliches, Quezon 
City, and some areas in Camarin, Caloocan City will have no power on March 17 between 9 a.m. 
and  2 p.m. because of line reconductoring works and the replacement of electricity facilities 
along Malamig Drive in Maligaya Park Novaliches Subd.Also, some areas in Brgy. Sauyo, Quezon 
City will have power interruptions on March 18-19 between 11 p.m. and 6 a.m. because of line 
reconductoring works and the replacement of electricity poles.In Pasay City, some places in 
Metropolitan Park and its surrounding areas will have no electricity on March 19 between 8:30 
a.m. and 3:30 p.m. because of the installation of primary line facilities in Metropolitan Park.In 
Parañaque City, some locations in Brgy. Don Bosco will have power interruptions on March 19 
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. due to the replacement of an electricity pole and the installation of 
additional primary facilities.In Batangas, several areas in the villages of San Agustin, San Felix, 
San Joaquin, San Jose, San Juan, San Vicente, Sta. Ana and Sta. Elena will have no electricity on 
March 15-16 between 11 p.m. and  4 a.m. because of the installation of electricity facilities and 
line reconstruction works along Maharlika Highway in Poblacion, Alaminos, Laguna, and also 
because of the relocation of electricity poles due to a road widening project along Maharlika 
Highway in San Pablo City, Laguna.In Laguna, several locations in the villages of Del Carmen, 
Palma, San Agustin, San Andres, San Benito, San Gregorio, San Ildefonso, San Juan, San Miguel, 
San Roque and Sta. Rosa in Alaminos; some places in Brgy. Bitin in Bay and in Brgy. Limao in 
Calauan; and several areas in the villages of San Crispin, San Nicolas, San Rafael, San Roque,  
and the city proper in San Pablo will have no power on March 15-16 between 11 p.m. and  4 
a.m. because of the installation of electricity facilities and line reconstruction works along 
Maharlika Highway in Poblacion, Alaminos, and the relocation of electricity poles due to a road 
widening project along Maharlika Highway in San Pablo City. In Quezon, some places in the 
villages of Bukal Norte and Bukal Sur in Candelaria will have power interruptions on March 16 
between 10:30 p.m and 11:59 p.m. because of line maintenance works and the installation of 
electricity poles and primary lines in Brgy. Bukal Sur. In Cavite, some parts of Brgy. Bayan Luma 
2, Brgy. Bayan Luma 3, Brgy. Bayan Luma 5, Brgy. Bayan Luma 6, and Brgy. Bucandala III in 
Imus will have power interruptions on March 17-18 between 10 p.m. and 1 a.m. because of line 
reconstruction works.Some areas in Brgy. Bancal, Carmona will have no power on March 21 
between  10 a.m. and 2 p.m. because of line reconstruction works.In Rizal, some locations in 
Brgy. San Jose, Antipolo City will have no electricity on March 17-18 between 11:30 p.m. and 
4:30 a.m. because of line reconductoring works.Also, some places in the villages of Macamot, 
Tatala, and Kalawaan in Binangonan will have power interruptions on March 17 between 12:01 
a.m. and 5 a.m. because of line conversion works.
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• Use of local gas to stabilize price of electricity - group (2026-03-15 01:33)

MANILA, Philippines — The Petroleum Association of the Philippines (PAP) urged power 
generation companies to maximize the use of domestic natural gas to help stabilize electricity 
prices, saying the country still has untapped indigenous capacity that could reduce dependence 
on costly fuel imports.Speaking during a Senate hearing on March 11, PAP Chairman Donnabel 
Kuizon Cruz said fully utilizing locally produced gas could significantly lower electricity 
generation costs for consumers.“There is an opportunity to fully implement the downstream 
Natural Gas law by maximizing the use of indigenous gas,” Cruz said. “We still have capacity 
there that we can use and push into our power generation companies so we can help reduce 
the price.”Cruz also serves as president and chief executive officer of Prime Energy, the 
operator of Service Contract No. 38 covering the Malampaya Deep Water Gas-to-Power Project, 
the country’s largest indigenous natural gas source and a critical supplier of fuel to several 
power plants in Luzon.The group called for the complete implementation of Republic Act 12120, 
or the Philippine Natural Gas Industry Development Act, which aims to strengthen the 
country’s downstream natural gas industry and encourage greater use of local gas 
resources.PAP noted that Section 38 of the law exempts the sale of indigenous natural gas and 
electricity generated from it from value-added tax (VAT), a provision that could deliver 
additional savings for electricity consumers if fully implemented.The group made the appeal as 
policymakers consider proposals to temporarily suspend petroleum taxes in response to rising 
global fuel prices and geopolitical tensions in the Middle East.Industry leaders say maximizing 
domestic natural gas use would provide a more sustainable and long-term solution to price 
volatility than temporary tax relief.Local gas cheaperCruz said that electricity generated from 
gas supplied by Malampaya costs around ₱4.80 per kilowatt-hour, significantly lower than the 
₱10.30 per kilowatt-hour cost of power generated from imported liquefied natural gas 
(LNG).“That’s how big the difference between our own fuel in the country is, compared to 
imported gas today,” Cruz told senators.Malampaya has been supplying natural gas to major 
Luzon power plants since 2001, providing fuel for facilities that account for a significant share of 
the island’s electricity supply. However, as the field matures and domestic production 
fluctuates, the Philippines has increasingly relied on imported LNG to meet growing energy 
demand.Cruz said recent geopolitical developments, including the war in Iran, highlight the 
need for the Philippines to strengthen domestic fuel supply and reduce vulnerability to global 
market shocks.“The Iran conflict underscores the importance of having our own 
resources—our own indigenous or domestic fuel sources such as indigenous gas, oil, and 
indigenous coal,” she said.She added that the government’s decision in 2022 to extend the 
Malampaya service contract enabled new upstream exploration efforts.“The government’s 
move to extend the license was very timely. This allowed us to start drilling for new wells, and 
we already had one discovery—with hopefully more to come.”Cruz also credited the 
Department of Energy for continuing efforts to expand the country’s indigenous energy 
resources, including awarding additional petroleum service contracts aimed at boosting 
domestic production and reducing reliance on imported oil and gas.Energy stakeholders are 
now coordinating with the DOE to manage the country’s fuel mix as global energy markets 
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remain uncertain.“Under the leadership of the DOE, members of the energy sector have 
started to coordinate in this crisis and see how we can balance the fuel mix to help consumers 
during this time,” Cruz said.

• Philip Acop wins in Antipolo’s 2nd District special election (2026-03-15 00:45)

MANILA, Philippines—Philip “Dok Bong” Acop was proclaimed the winning candidate in the 
special election for the Second Legislative District of Antipolo City on Sunday, a day after the 
polls were held.The Commission on Election's District Board of Canvassers declared Acop the 
winner after completing the canvass of votes from the March 14 special election.Based on the 
Certificate of Canvass, Acop obtained 60,051 votes, the highest among the six candidates who 
contested the seat. He was followed by Reden Llaga with 12,054 votes, Paulo Tapales with 
10,080, Nathaniel Lobigas, 754, Dandin Infante, 412, and Maria Trinidad Cafirma, 199.The votes 
were canvassed from three Statements of Votes. Acop is the son of former representative 
Romeo Acop, whose death in December 2025 prompted the holding of the special election to fill 
the vacant congressional seat.  

• Cool, dry winds due to ‘amihan’ likely in most parts of PH (2026-03-15 00:13)

MANILA, Philippines  — The state-run weather agency said on Sunday that the northeast 
monsoon or ‘amihan’ would continue to prevail at least over the next two to three days in 
most parts of the archipelago.Weather specialist Aldczar Aurelio of the Philippine Atmospheric 
Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) said it has not monitored any 
low-pressure area inside or outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility.He said in a 5 a.m. 
briefing that Bicol Region, Batanes, Cagayan, Isabela, Nueva Vizcaya, Apayao, Kalinga, Mountain 
Province, Ifugao, Northern Samar, and Eastern Samar would experience cloudy skies with light 
rain due to amihan.The same weather system is affecting Metro Manila, the rest of Luzon, the 
rest of Visayas, Northern Mindanao, Caraga, and Zamboanga Peninsula, where partly cloudy to 
overcast skies with isolated light rain would occur.Meanwhile, the rest of Mindanao will likely 
have partly cloudy skies with rain showers or localized thunderstorms, according to Pagasa.For 
the day's heat index, Pagasa said the highest temperature would be in Cotabato City and 
Maguindanao at 39 degrees Celsius, and 29 to 30 degrees Celsius may be recorded over the 
National Capital Region in the same period.  

• Antipolo Special Election: Comelec ensures tight security for ballot transport (2026-03-14 
19:58)

The Commission on Elections (Comelec) reported that election security and ballot transport 
during Saturday’s special election in Antipolo City’s second district proceeded without 
incident, ensuring the integrity of the vote-counting process.Comelec Chairman George Garcia 
said strict protocols were implemented to guarantee the safe and simultaneous transport of 
ballots and election results from individual precincts to the city’s canvassing centers. “All 
Election Returns were collected and sealed with paper seals to prevent any tampering,” he 
noted, adding that no incidents of lost or compromised ballots were reported.The measures 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/15/news/philip-acop-wins-in-antipolos-2nd-district-special-election/2300171
https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/15/news/cool-dry-winds-due-to-amihan-likely-in-most-parts-of-ph/2300162
https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/14/news/antipolo-special-election-comelec-ensures-tight-security-for-ballot-transport/2300149


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 146 — 2026-03-16

included coordinated departures from precincts, with teachers and electoral staff accompanied 
by security personnel to safeguard ballots throughout the journey to canvassing centers. Garcia 
emphasized that the system was designed to prevent mishandling or unauthorized access, 
ensuring transparency and accountability.“These procedures were part of our commitment to 
maintain the highest standards of election integrity,” Garcia said. He also confirmed that the 
meticulous handling of ballots contributed to the smooth conduct of the manual election, even 
in precincts located far from the city center.The Comelec chairman assured the public that all 
election paraphernalia, including ballots and Election Returns, were properly accounted for and 
delivered on time.

• US bombs rain on Iran's main oil hub (2026-03-14 16:14)

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump said Friday that the United States had heavily bombed military 
targets on Iran's oil hub Kharg Island and the US Navy would soon begin escorting tankers 
through the Strait of Hormuz.Several top Iranian officials joined a defiant pro-government rally 
in Tehran, meanwhile, marching alongside demonstrators waving banners reading "Death to 
America" and "Death to Israel."As the United States intensified its bombing of Iran, Tehran 
launched a new wave of drone and missile attacks on Israel and its Gulf neighbors.The war 
between Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon continued to rage and the Lebanese health ministry 
said an Israeli strike on a primary health care center in southern Lebanon had killed at least 12 
medical personnel on Friday.According to the Lebanese authorities, at least 773 people have 
been killed by Israeli attacks in Lebanon aimed at wiping out Iranian ally Hezbollah.In a post on 
Truth Social, Trump said military targets on Kharg Island, which handles almost all of Iran's 
crude exports, had been "totally obliterated" in "one of the most powerful bombing raids in the 
History of the Middle East."He said he had chosen not to target oil infrastructure on the island 
for now."However, should Iran, or anyone else, do anything to interfere with the Free and Safe 
Passage of Ships through the Strait of Hormuz, I will immediately reconsider this decision," the 
US president said.With oil prices spiking, Trump was asked when the US Navy would begin 
escorting tankers through the Gulf's critical Strait of Hormuz. "It'll happen soon, very soon," he 
said.The United States and Israel have tread carefully around Kharg Island until now, but US 
officials have been reported as saying that capturing the island was potentially on the table.The 
Wall Street Journal and New York Times reported on Friday that the Pentagon had dispatched 
the Japan-based amphibious assault ship USS Tripoli to the region along with its complement of 
some 2,500 Marines.Heavy blasts shook Tehran late Friday after the United States vowed to step 
up air strikes and Iranian state media said a fresh round of missiles had been launched toward 
Israel. Israeli rescue workers said no casualties were reported.Blasts were heard in Doha early 
Saturday and Qatar's defense ministry said its military had intercepted missiles targeting the 
Gulf state.Saudi Arabia's defense ministry said its forces had intercepted dozens of drones on 
Friday and Turkey said NATO forces shot down a ballistic missile launched from Iran — the third 
such interception in the war.The Islamic republic is intent on showing it will come through the 
war intact and in control, despite its supreme leader Ali Khamenei being killed at the start of the 
US-Israeli campaign on Feb. 28.Khamenei's son Mojtaba Khamenei was named the new 
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supreme leader, but has been absent from public view and is said to be wounded.The US 
government unveiled a $10-million reward for information about Mojtaba Khamenei's 
whereabouts.$100 a barrelUS Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth told a news conference the US 
military would bombard Iran more heavily on Friday than any other day so far in the 
war.According to the Pentagon, the US and Israel have struck more than 15,000 targets in Iran 
over the past two weeks.Israel's military said it conducted 7,600 strikes on the country, most of 
them against its missile program.The conflict has sparked chaos in global markets and sent oil 
prices soaring.Brent contracts for a barrel of crude have soared more than 42 percent, leaving 
markets and governments everywhere skittish about energy supply and higher inflation. On 
Friday, oil stayed above $100 a barrel.Within Iran, the Revolutionary Guards have warned of an 
even stronger response to any anti-government protests, after ones in January in which several 
thousand people were killed.Iranian authorities have maintained an internet blackout since the 
war started.Iranians speaking to AFP under cover of anonymity have described a grim picture of 
cities in ruins and cash running short.A woman in Kermanshah, western Iran, told AFP that " 
countless" people from Tehran had come to seek refuge from the air strikes, adding to demand 
for food and scarce medicine, with prices "nearly doubling."The UN refugee agency has 
estimated that up to 3.2 million people have been displaced inside Iran since the war 
started.Iran's health ministry said on March 8 that more than 1,200 people have been killed, a 
figure AFP has not been able to verify independently.The US military has lost 13 personnel since 
the war started — including six members of a refueling aircraft that crashed in Iraq after an 
incident officials said was not caused by hostile fire.Iran’s biggest weaponLong before the US 
and Israel attacked Iran, the Islamic Republic had devised its own weapon: holding the world’s 
main oil lifeline hostage to offset its foes' military superiority, three regional sources familiar 
with Iranian planning said.For decades Iran has signaled that if pushed into a confrontation, it 
would restrict tanker traffic in the Strait of Hormuz, the choke point where its adversaries are 
most exposed because ‌disruptions there reverberate instantly through global energy 
markets.With the Gulf’s main export artery in the crosshairs, Tehran has turned the region’s 
greatest economic asset into its most powerful deterrent, the sources said.About a fifth of 
global oil and liquefied natural gas normally passes through the vital Strait, and Iran, which lies 
on its northern coast, has now effectively closed it.Traffic via the strait has dropped by 97 
percent since the war against Iran began on Feb. 28, according to United Nations data.Iran has 
used similar tactics before. In the “Tanker War” of the 1980–88 Iran-Iraq conflict, attacks on 
vessels turned the Gulf into one of the world’s most dangerous waterways, forcing 
Washington to escort tankers through the strait.But Iran now wields far more potent tools, 
including large arsenals of cheap missiles and drones capable of threatening shipping across a 
far wider area. Its attacks this month have shown how quickly �Tehran can disrupt traffic 
through the strait without heavily mining it.Trump will blink first"Iran is outgunned — there is 
no way it can defeat them in a direct confrontation,” said Ali Vaez, the International Crisis 
Group’s Iran project director.Anticipating further US-Israeli strikes after a 12-day war in June 
last year, Tehran examined how to extend any conflict “in time and space.”“If Iran takes the 
global economy hostage, Trump would blink first,” added Vaez.The regional sources, who 
declined to be identified as they were not authorized to speak publicly, said Iran’s powerful 
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Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) had long prepared for a showdown with Israel and 
Washington.The Guards' plan, which seeks to protect Iran's 47-year-old system of rule by 
fiercely anti-Western Islamic clerics, was activated on Feb. 28, after Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei was killed on the first day of the conflict.The core of the strategy is a recognition 
of Iran’s military limits against superior forces, the sources said.Tehran’s planners instead 
seek to pressure oil flows while inflicting asymmetric attacks on US assets stationed across the 
region.The strategy seeks to conjure economic pressures — both at home and overseas — on 
President Donald Trump to halt the war."This is asymmetric warfare par excellence, in which 
Iran achieves outsized, even global effects through a small number of attacks that impose 
painful costs,” said ‌Michael Eisenstadt of �the Washington Institute.“The goal is to create 
economic pain, further undermining support for the war in the United States and increasing 
pressure on Washington to end it.”Rather than concentrate forces on a single battlefield, 
Tehran is dispersing its campaign with waves of low-cost missile and drone strikes across the 
Gulf, of the kind once outsourced to Iran-allied forces in Iraq, Yemen, Syria and Lebanon.The 
approach reflects a doctrine shaped over decades by the IRGC, built on the assumption that a 
stronger foe would try to decapitate Iran’s leadership and command structure at the outset of 
any war, the sources said.The Guards are applying lessons from years of shadow conflict with 
the US, they said. But this time, instead of relying mostly on regional proxies that once formed 
its forward line �of defense, Tehran is now executing the playbook itself.Wishful thinkingAli 
Vaez said the US had entered the war unprepared, driven by “a lot of wishful thinking and not 
a lot of well-thought-through strategies.”Washington, he said, failed to anticipate drone attacks 
on Gulf states, disruptions to shipping lanes or the need to evacuate citizens, shortcomings he 
said reflected a failure to absorb lessons from the risk of drones in modern warfare.By contrast, 
Iran’s decentralized “Mosaic” doctrine — dispersing command and control to withstand 
decapitation — remains �in place, under one coordinating hub.Even after Khamenei's death, 
two sources said Parliament Speaker Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf, a former Guards commander, 
and Ali Larijani, head of Iran's national security council, continued to direct the war effort from 
Tehran.Vaez argued that while the US can significantly weaken Iran, total defeat would need a 
land invasion involving up to a million troops operating in unforgiving terrain, a commitment 
Washington has shown “it doesn’t have the stomach for.”Trump, who once promised to 
�keep the US out of "stupid” military interventions, is now pursuing what many experts see as 
an open-ended war of choice that could be the biggest military campaign since those in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.Iran’s immediate objective is survival, Vaez said. Beyond that, its broader aim 
is to force Washington to accept that coercion, whether through military force, economic 
pressure or diplomatic isolation, does not work.Whether such a lesson is learned remains 
uncertain. But by weaponizing the world’s most critical energy corridor and stretching the 
battlefield far beyond Iran’s borders, Tehran is betting it can endure longer than a far stronger 
enemy.

• '3 months too long to wait before cutting fuel taxes, Lacson says (2026-03-14 16:13)
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SENATE President Pro Tempore Panfilo Lacson is calling for amendments to the country’s tax 
laws to allow the government to immediately suspend excise taxes on fuel, warning that the 
current system could delay relief for consumers amid rising global oil prices.Lacson said a key 
safeguard under the Tax Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion Law, or Train Law, that allowed 
the suspension of fuel excise tax increases when global oil prices reached a certain threshold 
had already expired in 2020.Under Article 148 of the National Internal Revenue Code of the 
Philippines, the scheduled increase in excise tax on petroleum products could be suspended 
from 2018 to 2020 if the average price of Dubai crude oil reached or exceeded $80 per barrel 
for three months before the scheduled increase. The provision, however, is no longer in 
effect.In a radio interview on Saturday, Lacson said the government must now establish a faster 
and more flexible mechanism to address volatile oil prices, particularly with the war in the 
Middle East affecting global energy markets.“I am not just pushing for emergency powers but 
for a permanent amendment to the NIRC to shorten the ‘wait time’ to suspend excise taxes, 
especially with the situation now in the Middle East. We cannot wait three months before 
suspending the imposition of an excise tax,” he said in English and Filipino.Lacson said that 
under the current framework, authorities must wait for a three-month monitoring period 
before suspending the excise tax on fuel, a delay he said could render the measure ineffective 
during sudden spikes in oil prices.Instead, he proposed amending the law to grant the 
Department of Finance the authority to immediately suspend the excise tax when global oil 
prices breach critical levels.“This process should not be automatic. The proposed amendment 
should empower the Department of Finance to act right away rather than wait for three 
months. Waiting that long could be too late,” Lacson said.Meanwhile, the government has 
begun implementing measures to cushion travelers from rising transportation costs as global 
fuel prices spike amid the ongoing war in the Middle East, with regulators moving to ease 
pressure on airline passengers while probing a steep ferry fare increase in Zamboanga.The 
Department of Transportation (DOTr) said it was coordinating with the Civil Aviation Authority 
of the Philippines (CAAP) and the Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) to mitigate the impact of soaring 
jet fuel prices on airline fares.Government monitoring showed that jet fuel prices nearly 
doubled in recent weeks, rising from $90.87 per barrel on Feb. 19 to $188.20 per barrel on 
March 9.To help airlines manage higher operating costs, Transportation Secretary Giovanni 
Lopez directed CAAP to reduce Passenger Service Charges (PSC) and airport navigation fees at 
airports operated by the aviation authority.The move is intended to lower operational expenses 
for carriers and help temper potential increases in ticket prices.

• Victims' lawyers urge ICC to reject defense appeal (2026-03-14 16:12)

(UPDATE) LAWYERS representing victims in the crimes against humanity case against Rodrigo 
Duterte have asked the International Criminal Court (ICC) to reject another attempt by the 
former president’s defense team to bar them from the proceedings, accusing them of dilatory 
tactics.In a response filed on March 13, 2026 before ICC Pre-Trial Chamber I, victims’ lawyers 
Joel Butuyan and Gilbert Andres urged the chamber to deny the defense’s application for 
leave to appeal its earlier decision rejecting a bid to disqualify them as external common legal 
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representatives for victims.The lawyers argued that the defense filing failed to meet the strict 
requirements for an interlocutory appeal under Rome Statute Article 82(1)(d), which allows 
appeals only when a ruling involves a clear legal issue that could significantly affect the fairness 
or outcome of proceedings.“The bulk of the defense’s arguments focus on its disagreements 
with the submissions of Mr. Butuyan and Mr. Andres,” the filing said. “Given this stark lack of 
reference to the actual, relevant parts of the impugned decision, the defense merely expresses 
its disagreement with the outcome of the Chamber’s deliberation.”The dispute traces back to 
a motion filed by Duterte’s defense team on Feb. 11, seeking the disqualification of Butuyan 
and Andres after the ICC Registry appointed them as external lawyers representing victims in 
the case.On Feb. 20, the Pre-Trial Chamber rejected that request, ruling that the defense had 
failed to establish a sufficient legal basis for removing the two lawyers. Just hours later, 
Duterte’s lead counsel, Nicholas Kaufman, filed an application asking the chamber to certify 
the issue for appeal before the Appeals Chamber.The defense’s challenge centers on Nicolene 
Arcaina, who serves as case manager for the victims’ legal team.According to the defense 
filing, Arcaina previously worked at CenterLaw, the law firm where Butuyan and Andres are 
partners, raising what the defense described as a potential conflict of interest.

• Asean calls for ceasefire in Mideast war, diplmacy (2026-03-14 16:11)

FOREIGN ministers from Southeast Asia expressed serious concern over the escalating war in 
the Middle East and called for an immediate cessation of hostilities during a special virtual 
meeting convened by the Philippines on Friday, March 13.Ma. Theresa Lazaro, secretary of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, said the Philippines organized the Special Asean Foreign 
Ministers’ Meeting on the situation in the Middle East in its capacity as chairman of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean).The meeting gathered foreign ministers from 
Singapore, Brunei, Indonesia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam, along with senior officials 
representing Cambodia, Malaysia, Myanmar and Timor-Leste.Call for a ceasefire and 
diplomacyIn a media briefing, Lazaro said Asean members emphasized the urgent need for 
de-escalation and diplomacy as violence in the Middle East continues to affect global 
stability.“We expressed serious concern over the situation in the Middle East and its 
impacts,” Lazaro said. “We emphasized the importance of the immediate cessation of 
hostilities and called on all parties to exercise utmost self-restraint.”The ministers also urged 
all parties involved in the conflict to resolve disputes through dialogue and diplomacy while 
respecting international law, including the principles of the United Nations and its charter.Asean 
officials agreed to continue monitoring developments in the region and to coordinate responses 
to any potential effects on Southeast Asia.Concerns over energyDuring the meeting, ministers 
also discussed the broader economic implications of the war, particularly disruptions to energy 
markets and global shipping routes.Lazaro said Asean members underscored the importance of 
maintaining stable and reliable energy supply chains and keeping maritime trade routes open, 
as tensions in the Middle East could affect global oil supplies and transportation networks.To 
mitigate potential disruptions, the bloc highlighted existing regional cooperation mechanisms, 
including the Asean Framework Agreement on Petroleum Security, the Asean Power Grid and 
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the Trans-Asean Gas Pipeline.Officials also emphasized the need to strengthen intra-Asean 
trade and expand the use of renewable energy as part of long-term strategies to reduce reliance 
on fossil fuels.The ministers further agreed to improve coordination between Asean’s foreign 
and economic sectors to enable faster and more coordinated responses to regional 
crises.Protection of Asean nationalsAnother key topic discussed during the meeting was the 
safety of Southeast Asian nationals living or working in the Middle East.Asean members are 
committed to improving coordination and information sharing among diplomatic missions in 
third countries to ensure timely assistance during emergencies.This cooperation will follow 
existing regional guidelines, including the Asean Declaration on the Guidelines on Consular 
Assistance by Asean Member States’ Missions in Third Countries to Nationals of Other Asean 
Member States and the Guidelines for the Provision of Emergency Assistance by Asean Missions 
in Third Countries to Nationals of Asean Member Countries in Crisis Situations.Lazaro also 
acknowledged the support extended by Asean member states in assisting citizens from 
neighboring countries when crises occur abroad.

• PH firm on economic reforms, Marcos tells IMF (2026-03-14 16:10)

THE Philippines remains committed to pursuing reforms and sound economic policies to ensure 
stability and resilience amid global uncertainties, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said on 
Saturday.On a Facebook post, Marcos shared details of his meeting with International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva to discuss the Philippines’ economic 
outlook and reforms aimed at keeping the country’s growth trajectory stable.Marcos said the 
discussions covered the country’s economic priorities and ongoing efforts to sustain 
growth.He said cooperation with international partners, such as the IMF, plays an important 
role in supporting the country’s economic agenda.“With discipline, sound policy and 
cooperation with partners such as the IMF, we will keep the Philippine economy stable and 
growing,” he said.Marcos said the meeting also touched on the Philippines’ priorities for its 
chairmanship of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean).He stressed that policy 
discipline, structural reforms and strong international partnerships will help make the 
Philippine economy more robust.“I met with International Monetary Fund Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva to discuss the Philippines’ economic outlook, our priorities for our Asean 
chairship, and the reforms we continue to pursue to keep our nation on a steady path of 
growth,” Marcos said.In an exclusive interview with the Philippine News Agency, Georgieva 
said the IMF expects the Philippine economy to outperform the regional average growth of 4.3 
percent, citing ongoing reforms that could unlock stronger long-term expansion.The IMF is a 
global financial institution that aims to promote international monetary cooperation, ensure 
financial stability, and facilitate sustainable economic growth among its 191 member countries.

• Slain OFW home from Israel (2026-03-14 16:09)

(UPDATE) THE remains of a Filipino caregiver who was killed by an Iranian missile strike in Israel 
at the start of the war in the Middle East arrived early Saturday, the government said.The 
Department of Migrant Workers (DMW) and the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration 
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(OWWA) said Mary Ann De Vera's husband, Bernie Lavarias, along with DMW Undersecretaries 
Barnard Olalia, Felicitas Bay, Dominique Rubia-Tutay; OWWA Administrator Patricia Yvonne 
Caunan; Deputy Administrator Ryan Vincent Uy; Israel Ambassador to the Philippines Dana 
Kursh; and Agimat party-list Rep. Bryan Revilla were present for the Filipina who died from 
shrapnel wounds in Tel Aviv.Kursh also offered her condolences to De Vera’s husband. She 
met with Lavarias at the OWWA office in Pasay City.“Mary Ann De Vera, our kababayan who 
tragically lost her life in Israel, is remembered with profound respect. As her family mourns her 
passing, the people of Israel share in their grief. We extend our deepest sympathies and stand 
in solidarity with her loved ones during this time of sorrow,” the Israeli Embassy said on a 
Facebook post on Saturday.The OFW’s remains, which arrived in the country at 4:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, were transported to Pangasinan, her hometown, where she will be brought to her 
family.In Israel, Lavarias met on Thursday with the country’s president, Isaac Herzog, who 
expressed his condolences.“We are devastated by the terrible loss of Mary Ann. On behalf of 
the State of Israel, I send my deepest condolences to her family and the entire nation of the 
Philippines,” Herzog said in a statement.He then told Lavarias that Israel was grateful to 
Filipinos like De Vera.“Mary Ann was an angel. She was a hero, as she saved Mrs. Rachel 
Shihror during the missile attack. So many Israelis were hurt by and took to heart the loss of 
Mary Ann,” Herzog said.“I cannot change this terrible fate, unfortunately, but as a word of 
some remorse and condolences, I say thank you to you Bernie, and to what you have done. I 
also want to extend my deepest appreciation for the incredible work and contribution of the 
Filipino community in Israel. You are deeply respected and loved by the Israeli people,” he 
added.De Vera was taking care of Mrs. Shihror before the missile attack at an apartment 
complex in Tel Aviv.House Overseas Workers Affairs Committee chairman and Agimat Partylist 
Rep. Bryan Revilla hailed Filipino caregiver De Vera for her heroism and care for others."While 
we mourn her passing, we honor her heroic act to save a life. Like many other OFWs, she 
deserves to be welcomed with dignity, respect and honor," Revilla said.He added that De Vera's 
death underscores the growing risks faced by Filipinos working in regions affected by armed 
conflict and geopolitical tensions.Amid the ongoing war in the region, Revilla stressed the need 
to strengthen safety protocols and crisis response mechanisms for overseas Filipino workers 
deployed in high-risk areas.

• Rising Fish and Vegetable Prices in Manila Spark Calls for Ethical Trading ​ (2026-03-14 
16:08)

SEN. Bong Go urged traders to avoid hoarding and overpricing that could further burden 
consumers as a fuel crisis becomes imminent due to rising tensions in the Middle East.Go 
issued the appeal on Friday as food prices reportedly began increasing in several public markets 
ahead of major fuel price adjustments.At the Bulungan Seafood Market, the per-kilo price of 
lapulapu rose from P300 to P400, while bakoko increased from P250 to P400 per kilogram (kg). 
Similar developments were observed at Balintawak Market, where the price of a container of 
fish reportedly went up by P500.Go said that while higher fuel costs may affect the transport of 
goods, some traders may take advantage of the situation by prematurely raising prices or 
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manipulating supply — practices that ultimately hurt ordinary consumers.“In times like these, 
we need to work together. Let’s not take advantage of the situation to make a lot of money 
while our people are struggling,” Go said. “Every peso, every cent is important, especially for 
families with low incomes.”The senator reiterated his long-standing stance against hoarding 
and supply manipulation, which he said contribute to price instability in the market.“As a 
member of the Committee on Agriculture, we must do two things. First, we must fight and go 
against hoarders and smugglers. Smugglers should not benefit from this,” he said in a 
previous interview.Some vendors have reportedly started selling fish in bundles instead of by 
the kilo so that customers can still afford them.Meanwhile, vegetable prices have also increased 
in some markets. The price of eggplant rose from P250 to P400 per pack, squash from P27 to 
P35/kg and calamansi from P100 to P120/kg.Traders said some produce is sourced from the 
Ilocos Region and warned that transportation expenses could rise further if fuel prices continue 
to climb.Transport groups have also cautioned that shipping fees may increase by as much as 
20 percent to 30 percent, citing the heavy reliance of trucking operations on petroleum 
products.Despite these developments, Go called on traders, suppliers and other stakeholders in 
the food supply chain to practice fairness and responsibility in pricing.He emphasized that 
ethical trading practices are especially important during periods of economic strain when many 
households are already struggling to stretch their daily budgets.“Many families are tightening 
their spending. Some are buying only half a kilo, or just a few pieces so their money will be 
enough,” Go said. “I hope traders will also consider the situation of ordinary citizens.”Go 
added that food and other basic goods are necessities, making fair pricing a matter that directly 
affects people’s daily survival.The senator encouraged the public to remain mindful of their 
spending and to support vendors who continue to keep prices reasonable despite market 
pressures.

• Gatchalian calls for Senate probe into Anti-Hazing Law enforcement (2026-03-14 16:07)

SEN. Sherwin Gatchalian has called on the Senate to conduct an inquiry into whether the 
country’s anti-hazing law is being properly implemented.​The senator raised concerns after 
19-year-old maritime student Kenneth Alcedo died from injuries reportedly sustained during a 
hazing incident. Authorities said several members of the Tau Gamma Phi fraternity, which has 
been linked to the case, have surrendered to investigators.​Gatchalian noted that despite the 
ban imposed under Republic Act (RA) 11053, hazing incidents continue to occur and are 
reported almost every year, raising concerns about gaps in the law’s enforcement.​Gatchalian, 
one of the law’s co-authors and co-sponsors, said the continued occurrence of hazing-related 
violence highlights the need to review how the legislation is being implemented and whether 
stronger safeguards are needed.​The senator said the proposed inquiry should also examine 
hazing incidents occurring within government-run institutions, including the Philippine National 
Police Academy and the Philippine Military Academy.​”It’s sad to think that hazing is 
happening right within our own government institutions that should be setting a good 
example,” Gatchalian said. “If our own institutions are violating our own laws, we have a big 
problem.”​He added that institutions tasked with upholding the law should be the first to 
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comply with it.​”I think this time we should also focus on our own government institutions. This 
shouldn’t be happening in the institutions we trust to enforce the law against hazing,” the 
senator said.​RA 11053 strengthened earlier laws against hazing by imposing stricter penalties, 
regulating initiation rites, and holding fraternity officers and school officials accountable for 
violations.​Despite the measure, several hazing-related deaths and injuries have continued to 
surface in recent years, prompting renewed calls from lawmakers and advocacy groups for 
stricter enforcement and cultural reforms within fraternities and similar organizations.

• CPD: New Legislation Needed to Curb Rising Philippine Teenage Pregnancies (2026-03-14 
16:06)

THE Commission on Population and Development (CPD) on Saturday urged Congress to pass 
legislation aimed at curbing the rising number of teenage pregnancies in the country.​According 
to the Philippine Statistics Authority, the birth rate among girls ages 10 to 14 increased to 8.9 
percent in 2024, with a total of 3,612 registered births. Data also showed that of that number, 
two girls were only 10 years old.​In a statement, CPD Undersecretary Lisa Grace Bersales said 
such cases highlight the need for stronger measures to prevent adolescent 
pregnancies.​”Preventing adolescent pregnancy is about protecting the future of young 
Filipinas — ensuring that they can become the leaders, professionals and changemakers our 
nation needs,” Bersales said.​The highest numbers of adolescent births were recorded in 
Region 4A (Calabarzon), with 474; Region 3 (Central Luzon), 445; National Capital Region, 374; 
and Region 12 (Soccsksargen), 302. These regions, which are among the most populous in the 
country, face significant challenges in providing young people with access to age-appropriate 
information and health services.​”These numbers tell us that the problem is widespread and 
deeply rooted. Population size partly explains the numbers, but they also show where we must 
intensify information campaigns and youth-friendly health services,” Bersales said.​As the 
nation celebrates National Women’s Month, Bersales told Congress it is high time to fast-track 
and pass the Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention Bill, which aims to institutionalize 
comprehensive reproductive health education and expand adolescent-friendly health services 
in remote areas.​The commission is also supporting a proposal to create a quintet committee to 
harmonize the various versions of the bill.​Besides legislative measures, Bersales stressed that 
preventing adolescent pregnancies starts at home.​”We need parents who can talk openly with 
their children. We need teachers who are trained and supported. We need communities that 
choose to protect their young people. It really takes a village to raise a child. We cannot allow 
more children to lose their childhood because they were forced into motherhood,” Bersales 
said.

• MMDA eyes ‘sponge city’ systems vs flood (2026-03-14 16:05)

(UPDATE) THE Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) is advancing the Metro 
Manila Sponge City Project to improve flood management in parts of the capital region through 
nature-based solutions and integrated sponge city systems.The agency announced on Friday 
evening that MMDA Chairman Don Artes and Finance Secretary Frederick Go led discussions on 
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next steps and preparations before the project implementation, with support from the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB).In the past few days, the AIIB and the MMDA conducted 
discussions, site visits and courtesy calls with partner local governments to gather insights into 
flooding and possible solutions under the sponge city approach.The sponge city concept 
integrates distributed green-blue systems with existing drainage infrastructure to help absorb, 
store and control rainwater from heavy rainfall.Artes described the concept as a “new 
approach” to flood management that allows rainwater to be managed more naturally through 
landscape-based interventions while easing pressure on conventional drainage systems.The 
initiative is anchored on building resilient, integrated infrastructure systems aligned with the 
Philippine Development Plan.Officials said the project is expected to run for about five years 
and is targeted to begin next year.The program will include several components, such as 
water-retention interventions and the development of green public spaces, designed to help 
manage stormwater.As part of these efforts, the MMDA is developing a linear park along the 
San Juan River easement, wherein nature-based flood management solutions will be 
incorporated.The agency is also coordinating with various sectors to identify locations for 
rainwater-impounding facilities for excess rainwater during periods of heavy rainfall.

• PH commits to peaceful use of nuclear energy (2026-03-14 16:04)

THE Philippines reaffirmed its commitment to nuclear disarmament, non-proliferation, and the 
peaceful use of nuclear technology during the recent meeting of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) board of governors held from March 2 to 6, 2026.The statement came as 
the Philippines continues its two-year term as a member of the IAEA’s 35-seat governing 
board, following its election in September 2025.During the meeting at the agency’s 
headquarters in Vienna, Evangelina Bernas, the country’s permanent representative and 
ambassador to the IAEA, highlighted the Philippines’ ongoing efforts to promote the safe and 
peaceful applications of nuclear science and technology.“These initiatives demonstrate the 
country’s commitment to advancing the safe, secure, and peaceful applications of nuclear 
science and technology,” Bernas said.New nuclear safety lawBernas cited the enactment of 
Republic Act (RA) 12305, signed by President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in September 2025, as a key 
milestone in strengthening the country’s nuclear governance framework.The law establishes 
the Philippine Atomic Energy Authority (PhilATOM), an independent regulatory body tasked with 
overseeing all nuclear and radiation-related activities in the country.PhilATOM will ensure that 
nuclear energy development in the Philippines complies with the highest international safety 
and security standards set by the IAEA.The legislation forms part of the government’s broader 
effort to explore nuclear power as a potential source of clean and secure energy as the country 
transitions toward more sustainable energy resources.Bernas also highlighted the Philippines’ 
hosting of the International High-Level Forum on Nutec Plastics held on Nov. 23–24, 2025, in 
Pasay.The forum gathered more than 400 participants, including 140 delegates from 59 
countries and high-level representatives from Indonesia, Hungary, Kuwait, South Africa and 
Thailand.The event focused on the use of nuclear science and related technologies to address 
plastic pollution, including techniques that can track microplastics in marine environments and 
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improve plastic recycling processes.Officials said the forum also promoted partnerships among 
governments, scientists and industry stakeholders in advancing circular economy practices and 
environmental sustainability.

• Comelec to release teacher honoraria on election day, scrap 15-day wait (2026-03-14 
16:03)

THE Commission on Elections (Comelec) said it will adopt a policy to ensure teachers receive 
their honoraria on election day, rather than waiting 10 to 15 days after the polls close.​”In fact, 
in the next elections, that is what we will do. The 10 to 15 days will be gone. At the time that the 
equipment is being delivered, the teachers’ honoraria should also be given,” Comelec 
Chairman George Erwin Garcia said on Saturday during the special election for the 2nd 
Congressional District of Antipolo City.​Election officials and teachers began preparing precincts 
before dawn Saturday, as the special polls aimed to fill the congressional seat left vacant 
following the death of former representative Romeo Acop in December 2025. While voting 
continues to be conducted manually in the district, Garcia emphasized that the timely release of 
honoraria reflects the commission’s commitment to modernizing administrative processes 
without compromising election integrity.​Garcia assured public school teachers serving in the 
Antipolo special election that their honoraria would match what they received during the May 
2025 National and Local Elections.​”We decided that whatever honoraria the teachers received 
during the previous election last May 12 of the National and Local Elections, that is also what 
our teachers here in the special election in Antipolo will receive,” Garcia said.​He added that 
the initiative is part of broader efforts to refine election procedures and improve operational 
efficiency. By ensuring that election personnel are promptly compensated, the poll body hopes 
to encourage participation and maintain high standards of professionalism among teachers 
who serve as board members.

• Some Pasay, Manila roads to close early Sunday for running event (2026-03-14 16:02)

SEVERAL roads in Pasay City will be temporarily closed today, March 15, for the 2026 Sante 
Barley Trilogy Run, according to the city’s Traffic and Parking Management Office.Road 
closures will take effect from 1:30 a.m. until 7 a.m. to ensure participants’ safety and for the 
smooth conduct of the event.Among the roads affected in Pasay are SM MOA Block 16/20, 
Seaside corner Macapagal Avenue, Diokno Avenue, Buendia Extension with zipper lane, 
Jalandoni Street northbound, Sotto Street with zipper lane, Roxas Boulevard southbound going 
to Manila and Atang Dela Rama Street with zipper lane on the PICC side.The Manila Police 
District Public Information Office said additional road closures will also be implemented on 
several major Manila roads that form part of the race route.These include the northbound lane 
of Roxas Boulevard from Quirino Avenue to Katigbak Drive and the southbound lane from P. 
Ocampo Avenue to Katigbak Drive.Also affected are the westbound lanes of Quirino Avenue 
from Adriatico Street to Roxas Boulevard and TM Kalaw Avenue from MH del Pilar Street to 
Roxas Boulevard, as well as portions of P. Burgos Avenue from Roxas Boulevard to Jones Bridge 
southbound.Other roads included on the list of closed roads are Bonifacio Drive from Anda 
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Circle to Katigbak Drive, Maria Orosa Street from P. Burgos Avenue to Kalaw Avenue, Finance 
Road from P. Burgos Avenue to Taft Avenue, Victoria Street from P. Burgos Avenue to Muralla 
Street, the southbound lane of Jones Bridge and Magallanes Drive fronting the Bureau of 
Immigration.The MPD-PIO said the closing and reopening of affected roads will depend on the 
actual traffic situation during the event.Authorities also released rerouting measures for 
motorists traveling through the affected areas.Vehicles coming from the McArthur and Quezon 
bridges, intending to use Roxas Boulevard southbound, will be diverted to P. Burgos Avenue 
toward Taft Avenue, while vehicles from Kalaw Avenue heading to Roxas Boulevard southbound 
will be directed to turn left to MH del Pilar Street.Motorists coming from Maria Orosa Street and 
A. Mabini Street will be directed to Kalaw Avenue toward Taft Avenue, while vehicles from UN 
Avenue intending to use Roxas Boulevard will be diverted to the Roxas Boulevard service 
road.Vehicles from Bonifacio Drive will be required to turn around at Anda Circle, and those 
coming from Plaza Cervantes intending to use Jones Bridge will be redirected through the 
Escolta underpass or San Vicente Street toward MacArthur Bridge.Authorities also advised 
heavy vehicles coming from Osmeña Highway northbound or Roxas Boulevard northbound to 
turn right onto President Quirino Avenue.Truck drivers coming from Mel Lopez Boulevard (R-10) 
heading to Roxas Boulevard will be diverted via Capulong Street, Yuseco Street and Lacson 
Avenue, which authorities identified as the old truck route.In a Facebook post, the MPD advised 
motorists to familiarize themselves with the road closures and the routing schemes during the 
event.It added that the opening and closing of the roads will depend on vehicular traffic flow.

• PH, Singapore to boost trade, investment, AI, clean energy (2026-03-14 14:15)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines and Singapore have agreed to strengthen cooperation in 
trade, investment, and key industries such as artificial intelligence (AI) and clean energy, 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said Saturday.The President issued the statement after meeting 
with Singaporean Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade and Industry Gan Kim Yong in 
Malacañang on Thursday.“I had a productive meeting with Singapore Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Trade and Industry Gan Kim Yong on how the Philippines and Singapore can 
work more closely in trade, investment, and emerging industries such as artificial intelligence 
and clean energy,” Marcos said in a Facebook post.“As ASEAN works toward a more 
integrated and competitive region, closer cooperation between our countries helps strengthen 
our economies, create more opportunities for Filipinos, and keep the Philippines ready for the 
future,” he added.

• Minor irregularities in Antipolo polls not expected to affect outcome, Comelec clarifies 
(2026-03-14 13:51)

The Commission on Elections (Comelec) said Saturday’s special election in Antipolo City’s 
2nd District proceeded smoothly, with all complaints and reported irregularities properly 
documented and addressed to uphold the integrity of the vote.Comelec Chairman George 
Garcia said allegations of election offenses were immediately referred to the city election officer 
and the Comelec Law Department.“Minutes of all incidents and complaints were carefully 
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recorded. Only documented incidents can form the basis for legal proceedings,” Garcia said, 
emphasizing that the system ensures accountability while distinguishing minor procedural 
issues from substantive offenses.Garcia cited several reported irregularities during the day, 
including the alleged distribution of sample ballots inside precincts despite rules prohibiting 
electioneering on election day. Children were also prevented from distributing ballots in line 
with Republic Act 7166 and the Omnibus Election Code.Poll watchers also filed complaints 
regarding voter conduct and the actions of supporters, which were immediately referred to the 
city election officer for verification and documentation.Concerns were likewise raised over voter 
registration, particularly deactivated voters whose names were missing from precinct lists after 
missing previous elections or whose registration had yet to be approved by the Election 
Registration Board.Garcia clarified that isolated incidents—such as improper handling of 
campaign materials or disputes over voter eligibility—do not invalidate the election.“Only 
substantial irregularities that could affect the outcome of the vote may lead to legal action,” he 
said.He stressed that all complaints submitted by poll watchers or observers were incorporated 
into the official minutes, ensuring proper documentation that could serve as evidence if legal 
action becomes necessary.“It’s important that issues are formally recorded rather than 
discussed informally,” Garcia said, warning that unrecorded incidents have no legal 
weight.Garcia added that the Comelec Law Department would review all complaints and pursue 
appropriate action when warranted. Election offenses detected during the day may lead to 
sanctions, including possible prosecution.“The procedures we implemented ensure 
transparency, accountability, and fairness,” Garcia said. “All voters can be confident that 
complaints are treated seriously and the integrity of the election is maintained.”

• 340 Filipinos from Riyadh to arrive aboard 2nd govt-chartered flight on March 15 
(2026-03-14 12:35)

MANILA, Philippines – The second batch of overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) repatriated from 
the Middle East amid the ongoing war is scheduled to arrive in Manila on Sunday, March 15, 
Malacañang said Saturday. Acting Presidential Communications Secretary Dave Gomez said 
Philippine Airlines flight PR8502 from Riyadh, Saudi Arabia is expected to land at Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport at 6:35 a.m.It will be the second one to be chartered by the Philippine 
government since the Middle East conflict broke out on Feb. 28, 2026."Authorities and support 
teams will be on standby at the airport to assist the arriving passengers. The repatriates will 
also be provided with assistance to facilitate their return to their respective home provinces," 
Gomez said in a statement.The first flight carrying repatriated Filipinos from Dubai arrived on 
March 5.At a press briefing at NAIA Terminal 3 in Pasay City on Saturday, Overseas Workers 
Welfare Administration head Patricia Yvonne Caunan said on top of those stranded due to flight 
disruptions, majority of the OFWs on board were tagged as "distressed."A total of 16 crossed 
Saudi Arabia from Bahrain.“Authorities and support teams will be on standby at the airport to 
assist the arriving passengers,” the PCO said.“The repatriates will also be provided with 
assistance to facilitate their return to their respective home provinces.” The repatriation of the 
displaced Filipinos from the Middle East is part of the Philippine government’s continuing 
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efforts to assist those affected by heightened tensions in the region.More flightsThe Sunday 
arrival of the 340 will bring the total number of OFWs assisted by the government to over 
1,000.Cuanan said commercial and chartered flights for next week were being organized for 400 
more OFWs awaiting repatriation.“They are being prepared for the flight home, meaning those 
who need visa and those who need to cross to pick up points,” she said.“Ito talaga ‘yung 
(This really is the) core government repatriation. From addressing their welfare needs up to 
purchasing their tickets, renting the bus from point A to the airport, then bringing them 
home.” Migrant Workers Secretary Hans Leo Cacdac said pre- and post-repatriation assistance 
would be provided to all returning Filipinos, including psychosocial services and 
government-funded airfare to their provinces.The first Philippine government chartered flight 
carrying 442 Filipinos from the United Arab Emirates, including OFWs and stranded tourists, 
arrived at NAIA Terminal 3 in Pasay City on Saturday afternoon.

• 442 Filipinos touch down in Manila from Dubai (2026-03-14 11:30)

MANILA, Philippines — Over 400 Filipinos arrived home from the Middle East on Saturday, amid 
the ongoing war in the region, Department of Migrant Workers (DMW) Secretary Hans Leo 
Cacdac said in a Facebook post on the same day.Cacdac was on board a government-chartered 
Boeing 747-400 flight from Dubai, United Arab Emirates.Among the Filipinos on board were 200 
overseas Filipino workers (OFWs).“We have landed. [Some] 442 Filipinos from the UAE on the 
PHL Government-chartered B747-400 flight, as directed by President [Ferdinand Marcos Jr., are 
home,” he wrote.Cacdac’s short video showed himself with some of the Filipinos thanking 
the government.The DMW said their chief and the Filipinos landed at Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport Terminal 3 at noontime on Saturday.

• Congress urged to pass measures to curb rising teenage pregnancies (2026-03-14 05:25)

MANILA, Philippines—The Commission on Population and Development (CPD) on Saturday 
urged Congress to pass legislation aimed at curbing the rising number of teenage pregnancies 
in the country.According to the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), the birth rate among girls 
aged 10-14 years old has increased to 8.9 percent in 2024, with a total of 3,612 registered 
births. The data also showed that of that number, two of them were only 10 years old.In a 
statement, CPD Undersecretary Lisa Grace Bersales said such cases highlighted the need for 
stronger measures to prevent adolescent pregnancies.“Preventing adolescent pregnancy is 
about protecting the future of young Filipinas—ensuring that they can become the leaders, 
professionals, and changemakers our nation needs,” Bersales said. 

• Govt moves to cushion airline passengers from jet fuel spike (2026-03-14 05:23)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine government has begun implementing measures to help 
ease the burden on airline passengers following a sharp increase in global jet fuel prices 
triggered by the ongoing conflict in the Middle East.According to the Department of 
Transportation (DOTr), it is working with the Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines (CAAP) 
and the Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) to mitigate the potential impact of rising fuel costs on 
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airfares.Government monitoring showed that the price of jet fuel nearly doubled in recent 
weeks, climbing from $90.87 per barrel on Feb. 19 to $188.20 per barrel on March 9.In 
response, Transportation Secretary Giovanni Lopez directed CAAP to reduce Passenger Service 
Charges (PSC) and airport navigation charges in all airports operated by the aviation authority. 
The move is intended to help airlines lower operating costs amid the surge in fuel prices.The 
CAB has also shortened the evaluation and implementation period for adjustments in fuel 
surcharges. The process, which previously took about a month, has been reduced to 15 days to 
allow faster reflection of any decline in jet fuel prices in airline fares.The government said it 
continued to monitor developments in the global fuel market and was coordinating with 
stakeholders in the aviation industry to ensure that air travel remained safe, reliable, and 
affordable for the public.

• ‘Sponge city’ systems eyed to improve Metro Manila flood control (2026-03-14 05:17)

MANILA, Philippines — The Metropolitan Manila Development Authority is advancing the Metro 
Manila Sponge City Project aimed at improving flood management in parts of the capital 
through nature-based solutions and integrated sponge city systems.The agency announced on 
Friday evening that MMDA Chairman Don Artes and Finance Secretary Frederick Go led 
discussions on the next steps and preparations before the project moves toward 
implementation with support from the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank.In the past few 
days, the AIIB and the MMDA conducted discussions, site visits and courtesy calls with partner 
local governments to gather insights on flooding problems and possible solutions under the 
sponge city approach.Artes described the sponge city concept as a “new approach” that 
integrated distributed green-blue systems with conventional drainage infrastructure to help 
absorb, store and control rainwater brought by heavy rains and typhoons.The project is 
expected to run for about five years and is targeted to begin next year.Officials said the 
program would include several components such as water retention interventions and the 
development of green public spaces.The MMDA is also developing a linear park along the San 
Juan River easement that will incorporate nature-based solutions.

• Counsel for drug victims ask ICC to reject Duterte defense appeal vs 2 external lawyers 
(2026-03-14 05:12)

MANILA, Philippines — The common legal representatives for victims (CLRVs) in the case 
against former president Rodrigo Duterte have called on Pre-Trial Chamber I to reject the 
defense’s application for leave to appeal a decision that denied the disqualification of two 
external lawyers, describing the request as "hasty" and legally deficient.In a response filed on 
March 13, 2026, lawyers Joel Butuyan and Gilbert Andres urged the Chamber to deny the 
defense request, arguing that it failed to meet the stringent requirements for an interlocutory 
appeal under Article 82(1)(d) of the Rome Statute.The dispute stemmed from a defense motion 
filed on Feb. 11, 2026, seeking the disqualification of Butuyan and Andres, who were appointed 
by the Registry as external CLRVs in the case. On Feb. 20, 2026, the Chamber rejected that 
disqualification request. The defense filed its request for leave to appeal that rejection just 
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hours later on the same day.In their response, Butuyan and Andres argued that the defense has 
not identified an appealable "issue" arising from the Impugned Decision. They noted the 
Chamber’s own established jurisprudence, which defines an appealable issue as one that 
requires a decision for its resolution, not merely a question of disagreement."The bulk of the 
defense's arguments focus on its disagreements with the submissions of Mr. Butuyan and Mr. 
Andres," the filing stated. "Given this stark lack of reference to the actual, relevant parts of the 
impugned decision, the defense merely expresses its disagreement with the outcome of the 
Chamber's deliberation."The victims’ lawyers further contend that the defense's continued 
challenges to the victims' choice of counsel are dilatory and unfair to the victims, who have a 
right to expeditious access to justice. They noted that the confirmation of charges hearing has 
already been delayed for five months."Without having gone through the substance of the 
pre-trial proceedings... defense counsel has revealed a penchant, or perhaps more fittingly a 
strategy, for tactics that simply delay and dramatize the proceedings, before they even occur," 
the response reads.The filing specifically takes issue with the defense's argument regarding 
potential conflicts of interest involving a team member of the external CLRVs. The victims’ 
lawyers maintain that the defense has not substantiated any actual conflict under the relevant 
provisions of the Code of Professional Conduct for counsel."The defense does not substantiate 
how the distinction between case manager and associate of counsel... is 'artificial' based on any 
illustrative facets of the working roles," the document stated.Butuyan and Andres also criticized 
the defense for referencing Article 64 of the Statute, which pertains to the functions of a Trial 
Chamber, rather than Article 57, which applies to the Pre-Trial Chamber. They argued this 
indicated the defense was attempting to adjudicate trial-specific issues that have not yet 
arisen.The external CLRVs also invoked Article 27 of the Code of Professional Conduct, 
beseeching the defense to "act in good faith, acknowledge when the decisions made by the 
Chamber are definitive and comprehensive, and refrain from further wasting the time and 
resources of the Court in adjudicating non-issues."

• Pasay roads closed early Sunday for running event (2026-03-14 05:00)

MANILA, Philippines — Several roads in Pasay City will be temporarily closed on Sunday for the 
2026 Sante Barley Trilogy Run, according to the city’s Traffic and Parking Management 
Office.The closures will take effect from 1:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. to ensure the safety of participants 
and allow the event to proceed smoothly.Affected roads include SM MOA Block 16/20, Seaside 
corner Macapagal Avenue, Diokno Avenue, Buendia Extension with zipper lane, Jalandoni Street 
northbound, Sotto Street with zipper lane, Roxas Boulevard going to Manila southbound, and 
Atang Dela Rama Street with zipper lane on the PICC side.Pasay traffic officials advised 
motorists to plan their trips ahead and take alternative routes during the temporary road 
closure.Normal traffic flow is expected to resume once the roads reopen at 7 a.m.The Santé 
Barley Trilogy Run, according to its website, was formerly known as RUNRIO Trilogy.It made its 
debut in the Philippines in 2010 under Rio de la Cruz, the president and founder of Runrio 
Inc."With a goal of igniting and nurturing passion for running in the country, the series focused 
on progressive running and training," according to the website.Trilogy Run Asia has "
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strategically designed its distances, guiding participants from 5k to 42k races. This approach 
ensures that runners remain injury-free and enjoy every step of their journey," it said."Since its 
inception, Trilogy Run Asia has become a celebrated platform, reviving the popularity of running 
in the Philippines. As the Trilogy expands its influence, it now aims higher, setting its sights on 
new territories in Southeast Asia," it said.

• Comelec: Antipolo special elections rolled out, to serve as testing ground for nationwide 
polls (2026-03-14 04:37)

MANILA, Philippines — The special election in Antipolo City’s second district on Saturday 
rolled out smoothly and was expected to be a testing ground for improvements that could be 
applied in future nationwide elections, according to Commission on Elections (Comelec) 
Chairman George Garcia.Teachers and poll watchers arrived at the polling precincts as early as 
3 a.m.. While teachers prepared election materials, watchers from political parties and 
candidates set up for the expected arrival of voters.Garcia noted, however, that preparations 
were also made to assist elderly voters and persons with disabilities (PWDs).He said that 5 a.m. 
to 7 a.m. had been set aside primarily for vulnerable sectors, including senior citizens and 
PWDs, to allow them to vote without facing long lines or overcrowding.“This early voting 
window is critical for our elderly and voters with disabilities,” Garcia said, noting that the 
arrangement helped them avoid the usual problems experienced in previous elections such as 
long queues, congestion and heat.Garcia said many seniors and PWDs were already able to cast 
their ballots early in the day, benefiting from cooler weather and more orderly polling 
conditions.In some cases, however, election officials also allowed other voters to cast ballots 
earlier than scheduled if there were no queues at polling stations.Garcia said the Comelec had 
instructed members of the electoral boards that if polling places were already open and there 
were voters present who might not be able to return later — such as those heading to work — 
they could be allowed to vote even before the 7 a.m. opening to the general public.“If there is 
no crowd and the polling place is already open, there is no reason to prevent someone from 
voting,” he said, adding that the main purpose of opening schools early was to make voting 
more accessible and efficient.Garcia also pointed to the use of Priority Polling Places (PPP) 
designed to make voting easier for seniors and PWDs who may have difficulty climbing stairs to 
upper-floor classrooms where precincts are usually located.Under the system, vulnerable voters 
may stay at the PPP, typically located on the ground floor, while a designated assistant retrieves 
their ballot from their assigned precinct.To ensure security, ballots are not stored at the PPP. 
Instead, the voter signs a waiver authorizing an election assistant to collect the ballot from the 
proper precinct. The ballot is then brought to the PPP where the voter fills it out.Once 
accomplished, the ballot is either returned by the assistant to the designated precinct for 
insertion into the vote-counting machine or, if the voter prefers, the voter may personally bring 
the ballot to the precinct with assistance from support staff.Garcia acknowledged that minor 
confusion sometimes would arise when some senior citizens or PWDs would insist on 
personally bringing their ballots to their assigned precincts despite using the PPP.“Some of 
them still want to personally drop their ballots into the machine,” he said, adding that election 
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staff continue to assist them in doing so safely if they prefer.OpportunitiesGarcia said the 
Comelec treated special elections as opportunities to refine procedures and identify 
adjustments that could make future polls more efficient and orderly.“Special elections help us 
study what changes we need to make so that future elections will run more smoothly,” he 
said.He cited a previous special election in Cavite that followed the vacancy created when 
Ombudsman Jesus Crispin Remulla left his congressional seat after being appointed secretary of 
the Department of Justice.Voting across polling precincts in the second district of Antipolo 
proceeded without major problems as of Saturday morning, with election officials monitoring 
developments through the commission’s operations center.Unlike regular national and local 
elections in the Philippines, the Antipolo special election used manual vote counting, a system 
Garcia acknowledged would take longer than automated elections.He said canvassing of votes 
was expected to begin around 6 p.m. after voting ends and may continue through the 
night.Despite the manual process, Garcia expressed confidence that the results would be 
known quickly because only one position is being contested.“Manual elections are slower, 
although it helps that there is only one position being contested,” he said, adding that the 
commission expects to proclaim the winning candidate by Sunday morning.Garcia also sought 
to address concerns about the integrity of manual vote counting, saying extensive security 
measures were in place to safeguard the process.Personnel from the Philippine National Police 
and the Armed Forces of the Philippines were deployed across the province to secure polling 
areas, while poll watchers from political parties and candidates were present in 
precincts.“With the presence of security forces and watchers from the parties and candidates, 
it is impossible for irregularities to happen,” Garcia said.He also noted that elections in Rizal 
Province have historically been peaceful and that the province has never been classified as a 
critical election hotspot. 

• Body of slain OFW returns home from Israel (2026-03-14 03:49)

MANILA, Philippines — The remains of a Filipino caregiver who was killed by an Iranian missile 
strike in Israel at the start of the war in the Middle East arrived early Saturday, the government 
said.The Department of Migrant Workers (DMW) and the Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration (OWWA) said Mary Ann De Vera's husband, Bernie Lavarias, along with DMW 
Undersecretaries Barnard Olalia, Felicitas Bay, Dominique Rubia-Tutay, OWWA Administrator 
Patricia Yvonne Caunan, Deputy Administrator Ryan Vincent Uy, Israel Ambassador to the 
Philippines Dana Kursh, and AGIMAT party-list Rep. Bryan Revilla were present for the Filipina 
who died from shrapnel wounds in Tel Aviv.The OFW’s remains were transported to 
Pangasinan, her hometown.Lavarias met on Thursday with Israeli President Isaac Herzog who 
expressed his condolences.

• Oil holds above $100, stocks fall (2026-03-13 16:17)

OIL prices held gains above $100 on Friday and most equity markets dropped after Iran’s 
leader called for the blocking of the crucial Strait of Hormuz and the opening up of new fronts 
in the war against the United States and Israel.With the conflict heading toward its third week 
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and showing no signs of ending, investors are growing increasingly worried about an extended 
crisis that could fan inflation and hammer the global economy.Tehran has targeted energy 
facilities this week across the Gulf, with ships hit near Iraq, fuel tanks attacked in Bahrain and 
drones fired at oil fields in Saudi Arabia.And it warned on Thursday that it would “set the 
region’s oil and gas on fire” if its own energy infrastructure and ports were targeted.In his 
first public comments since succeeding his father four days ago, Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei 
said the Strait of Hormuz — through which a fifth of global oil and gas passes — must emain 
effectively shut.“The lever of blocking the Strait of Hormuz must definitely be used,” 
Khamenei said in a message read by an anchor on state television.He also said “studies have 
been conducted into opening other fronts where the enemy has little experience and would be 
highly vulnerable, and their activation will take place if the state of war persists.”Crude surged 
more than 9 percent on Thursday, with Brent ending above $100 for the first time since 2022 
when Russia launched its invasion of Ukraine. Brent is up around 40 percent since the Middle 
East war began on Feb. 28.And it held there in early Friday business, with analysts saying the 
record 400 million barrels released from International Energy Agency (IEA) stockpiles had little 
impact.The IEA said Thursday that the war “is creating the largest supply disruption in the 
history of the global oil market.”Meanwhile, US President Donald Trump has faced intense 
political pressure as the global economic fallout of the crisis has mounted, while markets have 
brushed off his assertions that the battle would be short-lived.Trump struck a defiant tone in a 
social media post on Thursday, writing that the United States ”is the largest Oil Producer in the 
World, by far, so when oil prices go up, we make a lot of money.”“BUT, of far greater interest 
and importance to me, as President, is stopping an evil Empire, Iran, from having Nuclear 
Weapons, and destroying the Middle East and, indeed, the World.”However, Pepperstone’s 
Chris Weston said: “With crude closing near its highs, markets are increasingly pricing in a 
longer duration for the conflict and the continued impact of a potential closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz.“Donald Trump may continue to explore the idea of assisting vessels through the 
strait, and if that were to materialize, the market could see a strong relief rally. For now, 
however, the dominant features are higher energy prices and extremely elevated volatility 
markets,” Weston said.As concerns over the impact mount, equity traders are taking flight, 
with Asian economies most at risk owing to their reliance on energy imports.Tokyo, Hong Kong, 
Shanghai, Singapore, Seoul, Mumbai, Bangkok, Wellington, Manila and Jakarta were all 
down.The dollar held its gains against major rivals owing to its safe-haven status, fears of 
inflation and expectations that interest rates will remain elevated longer than expected.Matt 
Weller, head of market research at City Index, warned that markets could be in for more pain 
after years of generally strong equity markets, subdued energy prices and broadly low interest 
rates.“Those trends have reversed, and the default assumption as long as the Strait of Hormuz 
remains functionally closed is that stocks will be under pressure, oil prices will trend higher and 
interest rates will tick up in unison,” he wrote.“Unless or until we see meaningful progress 
toward a ceasefire in the Middle East, traders should shift their expectations that the coming 
weeks and months will look different than the past couple of years, weighing on risk appetite at 
an accelerating rate.”
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• ICI ends 90-day stint on March 31 (2026-03-13 16:16)

THE Independent Commission for Infrastructure (ICI) will wind down operations on March 31, 
its chairman Andres Reyes said Friday, after transmitting all documents and findings on the 
flood control anomalies to the Office of the Ombudsman.In a statement, Reyes said the ICI has 
turned over to the Office of the Ombudsman all documents, evidence and findings gathered in 
the course of its investigation, as previously reported in the commission’s 125-Day Report 
submitted to the Office of the President on Feb. 6.Reyes said that while the ICI only functioned 
as a collegial body for 90 days, it was able to submit nine referrals covering 65 individuals to the 
Ombudsman, as well as convened the technical working group including 20 agencies for asset 
recovery.He said the panel developed three information systems designed to detect fraud and 
other irregularities in infrastructure projects.“With these frameworks and systems now in 
place, I believe that the Commission has fulfilled its mandate under Executive Order 94, and 
that the work initiated by the ICI is now properly situated to be carried forward by the agencies 
established by law,” Reyes said.President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. created the ICI in September as 
a nonpartisan, fact-finding body to investigate alleged irregularities in flood control and other 
infrastructure projects over the past 10 years.Reyes is the ICI’s last remaining member. 
Commissioner Rogelio Singson resigned in December, citing health and security concerns, while 
Commissioner Rossana Fajardo stepped down after completing the work she set out to 
accomplish.Reyes said that the ICI has established the investigative framework and 
methodology that can be adopted and replicated by statutory prosecutorial agencies in 
“examining the full universe of anomalous infrastructure projects.”“While these represent 
only the initial phase of a much broader investigative and restitution effort, these 
accomplishments demonstrate that, with strong interagency coordination, proper investigations 
can be conducted which could ultimately lead to the successful prosecution of those 
responsible and the recovery of stolen public funds,” he said.“I call on the Technical Working 
Group for Asset Recovery to continue its restitution efforts based on the guidance provided by 
the Commission,” he said.Reyes said he was glad that Malacañang demanded to prioritize the 
pending Senate and House bills that proposed the establishment of the Independent Peoples’ 
Commission and the Independent Commission Against Infrastructure Corruption.“I hope that 
Congress will promptly act on these bills,” he said.He also urged “government institutions 
involved in the implementation and oversight of infrastructure projects to act on the 
Commission’s recommendations for their respective offices to improve transparency, 
strengthen controls, enhance coordination, reinforce accountability and prevent the recurrence 
of infrastructure-related irregularities.”Reyes asked the public to remain vigilant and steadfast 
in ensuring that those responsible are held accountable and brought to justice.“May we always 
remember that crime does not, and should never, pay. No one is, and should ever be, above the 
law,” he said.  

• After fuel prices, water rates could surge next (2026-03-13 16:15)

ALREADY burdened by a spike in fuel prices, the public must brace for an impending increase in 
their water bill.The Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System Regulatory Office (MWSS) 
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said on Friday water rates will go up in the second quarter, which starts in April.The rates reflect 
changes in the foreign currency differential adjustment (FCDA), a tariff mechanism used by the 
concessionaires Manila Water and Maynilad to pass on gains or losses from foreign exchange 
rate fluctuations on loans to customers.Manila Water applied for an FCDA of 0.76 percent or 39 
centavos per cubic meter of its 2026 Average Basic Charge of P50.70 per cubic meter.The 
adjustment would mean an increase of 14 centavos, 29 centavos and 58 centavos per month for 
regular Manila Water customers consuming 10 cubic meters, 20 cubic meters and 30 cubic 
meters, respectively.For Maynilad, the MWSS approved a tariff increase of 22 centavos per cubic 
meter.Maynilad customers consuming 10 cubic meters will be charged 27 centavos more, those 
consuming 20 cubic meters P1 more and those consuming 30 cubic meters P2.07 more.The 
increase will not affect Maynilad and Manila Water residential customers that qualify for the 
lifeline rate of less than 10 cubic meters.Fuel prices, meanwhile, will continue to spiral next 
week.A local oil industry source said diesel prices could soar to between P19.30 and P22.30 per 
liter, and gasoline between P14 and P17 per liter. There were projections for kerosene.It will be 
the ninth consecutive week diesel and gasoline prices will increase.“Fuel prices are expected to 
greatly increase again next as the war in the Middle East continues on. It is also possible that 
those increases could be greater than this week because of the continuing rise in Mean of 
Platts, Singapore prices and the prospect of hefty related costs already factored in,” the source 
said.Malacañang met oil industry executives last Thursday to ensure a steady supply of fuel 
products and prevent excessive price increases amid global oil market volatility.“This is 
pursuant to the directive of the President (Ferdinand Marcos Jr.)  to protect our people from the 
impact of surging oil prices,” said Executive Secretary Ralph Recto, who led the government 
delegation with Energy Secretary Sharon Garin.Recto also cited the president’s recent move to 
certify as urgent a bill allowing the suspension or reduction of excise taxes on petroleum 
products during economic emergencies.“The President wants the bill on his desk immediately 
so he can sign it,” he said.Recto said the oil executives assured the government that 
operational challenges in bringing fuel supplies to the country remain manageable.“If the war 
in the affected region will further choke oil supply, the alternatives are already being explored, 
per the President’s instructions,” Recto said.Garin directed oil companies to see to it that gas 
stations adjust prices in a manner that reflects real market conditions.Any premature, excessive  
 or unreasonable increase in fuel prices will not be tolerated and will be dealt with firmly, she 
said.The Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) has begun preparations 
for providing fuel subsidies to thousands of public utility vehicle operators that will be affected 
by rising oil prices.The move follows directives from Transportation Secretary Giovanni Lopez, 
who instructed the LTFRB to ensure that the subsidy program could be implemented quickly 
once funds are available.LTFRB Chairman Vigor Mendoza II said the agency has started 
coordinating with relevant government offices and completing documentary requirements to 
enable immediate release of subsidy funds to beneficiaries.“Our job is to make sure there is a 
fast distribution system the moment the funds are available,” Mendoza said.Under the subsidy 
mechanism, financial assistance will be triggered once global oil prices reach $80 per barrel. 
The government has earmarked around P2.5 billion for the program, which covers drivers and 
operators in the public transport sector.Mendoza said the agency has finalized the list of 
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beneficiaries and instructed regional directors to coordinate with transport groups to facilitate 
preparations.“The fuel subsidy will be released as a one-time assistance package designed to 
offset more than a month of increases in petroleum product prices,” Mendoza added.Lopez 
also confirmed that motorcycle taxi riders will be included among the beneficiaries of the 
P5,000 assistance program intended for individuals in crisis situations.The aid is provided under 
special provisions in the 2025 national budget, which classify motorcycle taxi operators as part 
of ride-hailing services.Around 60,000 motorcycle taxi riders nationwide, including those in 
Metro Manila and Metro Cebu, could benefit from the program. Lopez acknowledged that the 
final list of beneficiaries is not yet complete as some sectors are still under pilot testing.Among 
the subsidy beneficiaries are the 2,500 tricycle drivers in Makati City.Makati Mayor Nancy Binay 
said on Friday the assistance aims to help tricycle drivers cope with increasing fuel costs while 
continuing to provide daily transport services.City officials said the subsidy rollout is scheduled 
on March 17 at the Makati City Hall Quadrangle.

• Marcos marks Grand Iftar with call for unity, peace (2026-03-13 16:14)

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. called for unity, compassion and sustained efforts toward 
peace as he joined Muslim leaders and community members in celebrating Grand Iftar.The iftar 
is the evening meal that breaks the Muslims’ fast during Ramadan. It is considered as a time 
for gratitude, community and spiritual reflection.Speaking before Muslim leaders and guests 
gathered for the traditional meal in Malacañang on Thursday, the president stressed the 
importance of solidarity during the holy month of Ramadan in the face of the war in the Middle 
East and the ongoing peace efforts in Mindanao.“It is an honor to join you here today for iftar 
and share a meal with you. Your presence here affirms that our nation remains a place where 
people of every faith and background are always welcome in fellowship and with mutual 
respect,” he said.The president said that Ramadan is a time for families, neighbors and 
communities to come together, but acknowledged that the world is facing uncertainty and 
serious challenges, including tensions in the Middle East.He said many people closely follow 
developments in the region, noting that the conflict has implications not only for the 
international community but also for Filipinos, the economy and the daily lives of families.“We 
are likewise saddened and concerned about the rising human cost of the conflict,” he said, 
expressing sympathy for those affected, especially Muslims who should be observing the sacred 
month in peace.Marcos vowed to continue working to protect and reinforce the foundations of 
peace in the country.“Ramadan teaches us a powerful lesson in nation-building. A strong 
nation, after all, is built by citizens who have the heart and the discipline to put the welfare of 
others before their own,” the president said.He reiterated the administration’s support for 
peace and development in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, noting 
that progress in the region remains one of the country’s greatest hopes for lasting 
peace.Marcos said the journey toward peace and meaningful self-governance requires patience, 
dialogue and the willingness to pursue reconciliation.“Our work is not yet done. We remain 
steadfast that we will ensure the promise of peace translates into real opportunities for the 
Bangsamoro people and for all Filipinos,” he said.Marcos said gatherings such as the Grand 
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Iftar help strengthen solidarity and understanding among Filipinos, regardless of faith or 
cultural background.

• Singapore helps fly out OFWs from Mideast (2026-03-13 16:13)

SINGAPORE has provided airline seats to other countries, including the Philippines, in the 
repatriation of Singaporeans stranded in the Middle East as a result of the United States-Israel 
war with Iran.Singapore’s Ambassador to Manila Constance See on Friday said at least 24 
Filipinos were part of Singapore’s repatriation flight from Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.See said 
Singapore deployed a multirole tanker transport (MRTT) aircraft on March 12 to bring 
Singaporeans home safely from Jeddah.“After prioritizing Singaporeans and their families, we 
were glad that available seats could be extended to nationals from other countries, including 24 
Filipinos,” See said in a statement.The flight landed in Singapore on March 13 at 5:59 a.m., the 
ambassador said. Singapore’s Ministry of Defense (Mindef) said there were 81 Singaporeans 
and their dependents who returned via the MRTT.After prioritizing and catering for 
Singaporeans who registered, available seats were also extended to nationals from Australia, 
Brunei, Indonesia, the Philippines, Sri Lanka and Vietnam, Mindef said.“This was very much a 
partnership. We worked in close coordination with the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and 
the Philippine Consulate General in Jeddah to facilitate the Filipinos who joined the flight,” she 
said.See said the Philippine government, through the DFA and its missions, has “been 
mounting complex repatriation efforts to bring Filipinos home safely.”“Our flight 
complements those efforts. This is really Asean (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) 
solidarity in action, neighbors helping neighbors in difficult moments,” she said.“Our Asean 
neighbors have assisted Singaporeans in returning home in past crises,” See said.The 
Philippine Embassy in Cairo reported continued progress in assisting Filipinos leaving Israel, 
which had been targeted by Iranian missile strikes.On March 9, a team led by Vice Consul Bryan 
Fernandez facilitated the safe entry of the fourth batch of Filipinos from Israel into Egypt 
through the Taba border crossing.The group consisted of 16 overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) 
who had been working in Israel.Upon their arrival in Egypt, the embassy team assisted the 
OFWs in processing their immigration documents before they were turned over to the Overseas 
Workers Welfare Administration Rapid Response Team stationed at the border.In a related 
development, the Department of Migrant Workers (DMW) on Friday announced the repatriation 
of 53 Filipino human trafficking victims from Cambodia.In a statement on its Facebook page, 
the DMW said the group arrived at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport on a Philippine 
Airlines flight from the Cambodian capital, Phnom Penh.It said the victims’ return was 
coordinated by the Philippine Embassy in Phnom Penh and the DMV Rapid Response Team.The 
victims were brought to Cambodia through Telegram, a messaging app, and were promised 
salaries ranging from $600 to $1,000 and valid working visas.“One of the victims disclosed 
being subjected to abuse and made to do 300 push-ups, starved and denied salaries for failing 
to reach a quota of 26 love scam clients per day,” the DMW said.Two of the returnees needed 
medical attention, one with kidney failure and another with a broken clavicle due to a vehicle 
accident. They were given medicines and referred for free treatment to government hospitals.
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• House OKs two food-related bills (2026-03-13 16:12)

(UPDATE) THE House of Representatives has approved two bills on food donations and food 
security.House Bill (HB) 8043, a bill that aims to cut food surplus through donations, passed on 
third and final reading last Tuesday with over 240 lawmakers voting for it.The bill covers food 
manufacturers, restaurants, cafés, diners, fast-food chains, hotels, supermarkets with at least 
500 square meters of selling space, culinary schools with at least 50 students and similar 
businesses as may be determined in the implementing rules.It requires the establishments to 
segregate “edible and inedible food surplus,” and donate them to accredited food banks 
designated by the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD).Local government 
health inspectors will certify if the donation is fit for consumption.The DSWD will identify 
“food-insecure” persons or groups in coordination with local government units.Also on 
Tuesday, the House approved HB 8042, which sought to make Oct. 16 of every year National 
Food Security Day. The bill hurdled third and final reading with over 240 lawmakers voting for 
its passage.National Food Security will be a special working day. The Department of Agriculture 
(DA) will lead the yearly observance in coordination with the Department of Education, 
Commission on Higher Education, Department of the Interior and Local Government, National 
Nutrition Council, “and other relevant agencies.”The DA will design activities, programs and 
information campaigns that highlight food security and self-sufficiency, sustainable agricultural 
practices, food waste reduction, nutrition awareness, and the role of farmers, fisherfolk and 
other food system stakeholders.

• DILG Releases Comprehensive Digital Map of Local Infrastructure Across Philippines 
(2026-03-13 16:11)

(UPDATE) THE Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) said it has digitally 
mapped more than 167,000 kilometers of local roads and over 17,000 bridges across the 
country through its enhanced Local Roads and Bridges Inventory (LRBI).​The initiative has 
created one of the most comprehensive datasets on local infrastructure to support planning, 
disaster risk reduction, and local development, the department added.​According to the DILG, 
the upgraded system recorded 167,103 kilometers of local roads and 17,229 bridges nationwide 
as part of the government’s push to expand digital governance and ensure that infrastructure 
planning is guided by reliable and up-to-date data.​The inventory is managed by the DILG’s 
Office of Project Development Services, which oversees the collection and maintenance of 
infrastructure data from local government units (LGUs) across the country.​Based on data as of 
Dec. 31, 2025, the system shows that 30,525.13 kilometers are provincial roads, 16,784.66 
kilometers are city roads, 15,965.73 kilometers are municipal roads, and 103,828.26 kilometers 
are barangay roads.​For bridges, the inventory lists 3,269 provincial bridges, 1,884 city bridges, 
and 12,076 municipal bridges nationwide.​The DILG said the LRBI has been recognized under 
the Philippine Statistics Authority’s System of Designated Statistics, making it an official 
decision-support tool for policymakers, planners, engineers, and development partners 
involved in infrastructure planning, disaster risk reduction, urban development, and local 
economic growth.​According to the department, the upgraded platform now includes integrated 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/14/news/national/house-oks-two-food-related-bills/2299637
https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/14/news/national/dilg-releases-comprehensive-digital-map-of-local-infrastructure-across-philippines/2299397


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 170 — 2026-03-16

road names, classifications on road importance, and an improved user interface that allows 
easier navigation and more detailed analysis of infrastructure needs and investment 
priorities.​The DILG also urged LGUs to regularly update their road and bridge data in the system 
to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the national inventory.​With more accessible and 
comprehensive information, the department said national agencies and local governments can 
better identify connectivity gaps, prioritize infrastructure investments, and align local 
development projects with broader national growth and disaster resilience strategies.​The 
agency added that continued improvements to the LRBI form part of the government’s 
broader push for stronger digital governance and more data-driven infrastructure planning to 
support local development across the country.

• Antipolo set to vote in special elections (2026-03-13 16:10)

(UPDATE) MORE than 252,000 registered voters in the second legislative district of Antipolo City 
are set to head to the polls on Saturday, March 14, for a special election to fill the seat of a 
member of the House of Representatives.According to the Office of the Deputy Executive 
Director for Operations of the Commission on Elections (Comelec), a total of 252,793 voters are 
eligible to cast their ballots across the district’s eight barangay (villages). The vote will be held 
in 37 voting centers, encompassing 348 clustered precincts.Six candidates are vying for the 
position. They are Philip Conrad Acop (National Unity Party), and independents Maria Trinidad 
Cafirma, Dandin Infante, Reden Llaga, Nathaniel Lobigas, and Irvin Paulo Tapales.The voting 
schedule is broken down into several categories. Early voting for senior citizens, persons with 
disabilities, pregnant women, and other eligible voters under early voting rules will run from 
5:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. Priority polling place voting follows from 5:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.Regular 
voting is scheduled from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Persons deprived of liberty (PDLs) will cast their 
votes from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at a dedicated voting center located at the BJMP-Antipolo 
City Police Station in Barangay San Jose. A total of 234 PDL voters are expected to 
participate.Divided into eight barangay, the district’s voter populations are as follows: San Jose 
(74,007), San Roque (36,454), Calawis (5,383), Cupang (42,953), Dalig (33,595), Inarawan 
(18,410), San Juan (7,057), and San Luis (34,934).The District Board of Canvassers will convene at 
6:00 p.m. at the Ynares Event Center to receive and canvass the election returns and eventually 
proclaim the winning candidate.

• P237.8M illegal drugs, P25.8M ‘hot’ items seized (2026-03-13 16:09)

OVER P237.8 million worth of illegal drugs and P25.8 million in smuggled goods were seized in a
two-day operation from March 11-12, resulting in the arrest of most-wanted persons from
Davao del Norte, Baguio City, South Cotabato, Misamis Oriental, Surigao del Sur, and
regional-level suspects in Calabarzon and Laguna, the Philippine National Police (PNP)
said.Their cases range from murder and statutory rape to violations of Republic Act (RA) 9165
and other criminal offenses.Notable arrests include a top-six most wanted in Davao del Norte
for murder, a top-four suspect in Baguio City facing twenty-two counts of RA 7610 violations,
and a top-two most wanted in Misamis Oriental for statutory rape. Joint teams of local police,
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Regional Investigation Units, CIDG field units, and special action companies conducted
thetwo-day operations. Some suspects were taken into custody without bail, while others
facerecommended bail ranging from P36,000 to P4.4 million.During the anti-illegal drug
operations,authorities confiscated 32,762 grams of suspected shabu, valued at P222.8 million,
fromhigh-value individuals in Quezon City, Butuan City, and Tawi-Tawi.In Benguet and Kalinga,
policeand Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency teams uprooted more than 60,000 fully
grownmarijuana plants, seized over 23,900 grams of dried stalks, with an estimated market
value ofP15 million.All five high-value individuals linked to these operations were arrested and
areunder proper custody for legal disposition.In separate anti-smuggling operations, 11
Chinesenationals were apprehended in Pampanga for illegally importing batteries valued at
over P19million, while smuggled cigarettes worth over P6 million were seized in Zamboanga
City.

• Italian, 4 others ordered arrested for trafficking (2026-03-13 16:08)

THE Regional Trial Court (RTC) of Bacoor, Cavite has ordered the arrest of a London-based 
Italian and four alleged accomplices accused of illegally recruiting three Filipinos for overseas 
jobs but later forcing them to perform online sex shows.In an order dated March 4, Bacoor RTC 
Branch 119 said it found probable cause to indict Adel En Nouri and his co-accused for qualified 
trafficking in persons under Section 4(a) in relation to Section 6(c) of Republic Act 9208, as 
amended by RA 10364, or the Expanded Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act.Also ordered arrested 
were En Nouri’s alleged Filipino cohorts Raffaela Razon, Krizia Ann Geronda Loyang, Ricardo 
Evangelista Fernandez, and Joshua Sy Lim.“Upon judicious examination of the amended 
information, the resolution of the public prosecutor and the attachments thereof, the Court 
finds probable cause for the indictment of accused Adel En Nouri,” the court said.The court 
recommended no bail for the accused, noting that qualified human trafficking is a nonbailable 
offense.Nouri was initially excluded from the charges after prosecutors dismissed the complaint 
against him for insufficiency of evidence. However, the Bacoor City Prosecutor’s Office later 
granted a motion for partial reconsideration filed by the complainants.In a resolution dated 
Feb. 27, 2026, Deputy City Prosecutor Michael Philip Silvala said the victims were able to identify 
En Nouri as the person who offered them jobs in Europe, received their placement fees, and 
allegedly coerced them into performing sexual acts online.“Respondent En Nouri only offered 
denial and alibi as his defense,” Silvala said.The Manila Times earlier this month reported that 
En Nouri, described as a London-based Italian, had already been the subject of multiple 
criminal complaints linked to alleged fraudulent recruitment schemes. As of March 2026, he is 
reportedly facing at least seven criminal cases in various Philippine courts, including in Bacoor 
City and Tanauan City.En Nouri had also reportedly been the subject of a separate complaint 
before the Pasay City Prosecutor’s Office filed by two Filipino women who claimed they were 
also forced to perform online sex shows. 

• Pasay fire leaves 2 people dead, 50 families homeless (2026-03-13 16:07)
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(UPDATE) A FIRE in a Pasay City residential area on Thursday evening killed two people and sent 
dozens of families to an evacuation center.The blaze broke out along P. Villanueva Street in 
Barangay 85 and quickly spread through houses made of light materials in the densely 
populated community.Firefighters raised the alarm as the flames engulfed closely packed 
houses, complicating response efforts.Authorities said the fire started at about 5:59 p.m. and 
was declared out at about 7:58 p.m., nearly two hours later.Initial reports said at least two 
people were killed in the incident, and about 50 families fled their burning homes.Pasay City 
Fire Supt. Alma Cassandra Gardose said that firefighters faced operational difficulties while 
responding to the blaze.“Aside from the lack of water supply, a big factor was the narrow 
streets. And also the number of residents bringing their belongings outside, which made our 
firefighters’ operations really difficult at the start,” Gardose told reporters.Authorities said 
the displaced families were temporarily staying at a nearby school while investigators 
determined the cause of the fire.Pasay City Mayor Emi Calixto-Rubiano later visited the affected 
community and coordinated assistance for displaced families as local officials arranged a 
temporary shelter and relief support for the victims.

• Pangilinan Urges Justice Reform Commission Amid Flood Control Scandal (2026-03-13 
16:06)

SEN. Francis Pangilinan on Friday urged his colleagues to pass Senate Bill (SB) 1547, which seeks 
to create a Joint Congressional Commission on Justice System Reform tasked with conducting a 
comprehensive review of the Philippine justice system.​Pangilinan, chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Justice and Human Rights, said the creation of a special body to examine 
structural weaknesses in the country’s justice sector is crucial amid the multibillion-peso flood 
control scandal that has drawn national attention since August last year.The senator described 
the proposal as an “extraordinary remedy” required during “extraordinary times,” 
referencing remarks previously made by former chief justice Reynato Puno.“This measure was 
introduced in the context of what could be the largest corruption scandal in the history of the 
Republic,” Pangilinan said in a statement. “Extraordinary times require extraordinary 
remedies, and the Congressional Commission on Justice Reform is precisely that.”Pangilinan 
said the commission would investigate long-standing weaknesses in the justice system, 
including low conviction rates and case backlogs that can last more than two decades. He 
stressed that without significant reforms, corruption and inefficiency could persist.“If we 
continue doing the same thing over and over again and expect different results, then massive 
corruption will remain unabated,” Pangilinan added, emphasizing the need for a deeper 
examination of institutional shortcomings.Under SB 1547, the proposed commission would 
conduct a data-driven review of the five pillars of the justice system: law enforcement, 
prosecution, the judiciary, the correctional system, and the community.The body would also be 
tasked with identifying systemic failures in public accountability mechanisms and 
recommending reforms for both legislative and executive action.​If enacted, SB 1547 would 
establish a temporary high-level commission composed of representatives from Congress and 
other sectors to craft long-term reforms aimed at improving transparency, accountability, and 
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efficiency across the country’s justice institutions.

• Senate Approves Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (SB 1744) to Protect Borrowers 
(2026-03-13 16:05)

THE Senate approved on third and final reading Senate Bill 1744, which aims to protect
borrowers from abusive and deceptive debt collection practices while allowing creditors to
recover legitimate debts through lawful means.​Sen. Bong Go, co-author and co-sponsor of the
measure, voted in favor of the bill during the Senate plenary session Monday, saying the
proposed legislation seeks to establish clearer rules governing the conduct of creditors,
financing companies, and lending firms in collecting debts.​The bill prohibits harassment,
intimidation, and other oppressive or abusive conduct by debt collectors. Lawmakers said the
measure was crafted in response to growing complaints about unethical collection methods,
including public shaming, repeated threatening messages, and other forms of coercion used
against borrowers.​Under the proposed law, lenders and collection agencies would be barred
from engaging in deceptive practices or using intimidation to pressure borrowers into settling
debts.​The measure also contains provisions governing the acquisition of location information of
debtors. Debt collectors who contact individuals other than the borrower to locate the debtor
must ensure that the collection and use of personal data are done in compliance with existing
privacy and consumer protection laws.​Despite the restrictions, the bill recognizes the right of
creditors to recover legitimate debts. It states that lenders and collection agencies may still use
all reasonable and lawful means to collect payments, provided their actions remain within legal
and ethical boundaries.​Go said the proposed law aims to strike a balance between consumer
protection and the rights of lenders, ensuring that borrowers are shielded from abuse while
legitimate financial institutions can continue their operations.​The measure also clarifies that
protections under the bill apply to debtors acting in good faith, preventing potential abuse of
the law by borrowers who deliberately evade payment.​The proposal complements the
consumer safeguards provided under Republic Act 11765, which strengthened oversight of
financial service providers and established stronger protection mechanisms for consumers
availing of financial products and services.

• DSWD warns against faking disabilities for priority access after viral TikTok (2026-03-13 
16:04)

THE Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) on Friday warned the public 
against feigning disabilities to gain access to priority lanes and special privileges intended for 
persons with disabilities.​The agency said the act is unethical and disrespectful to the rights and 
dignity of people with disabilities, adding that it undermines efforts to promote an inclusive 
society.​DSWD spokesman Irene Dumlao issued the warning following a viral social media post 
involving a TikTok user who allegedly faked a disability to gain priority access at LRT Line 
1.​"DSWD is deeply concerned about individuals pretending to have disabilities just to access 
privileges and benefits intended for persons with disabilities," Dumlao said. "Such actions 
undermine the reforms we are pushing to ensure fair and inclusive opportunities for our fellow 
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Filipinos with disabilities."​Dumlao also stressed that priority access in public transportation and 
spaces is meant to provide support and convenience to members of vulnerable sectors.​"Falsely 
claiming to have a disability just to gain priority access weakens the intent of our laws and 
policies for persons with disabilities," she said. "Any form of deception is not only against 
proper conduct but also against the law."​The DSWD noted that under Republic Act 7277, 
persons with disabilities are entitled to a barrier-free environment and reasonable 
accommodations in public and private establishments.​The agency urged the public to report 
incidents of abuse or discrimination to the National Council on Disability Affairs as part of 
efforts to protect the rights and welfare of the community. 

• National Agencies Implement Hybrid Setup Under Memo Circular 114 Energy Measures 
(2026-03-13 16:03)

THE Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) announced it will implement an adjusted work 
schedule beginning March 13, 2026, in compliance with an order from President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. to practice energy conservation across government agencies.​Under the new 
arrangement, DFA personnel will report onsite Monday through Thursday during regular 
working hours, while Fridays will be observed under a remote work arrangement. The policy 
complies with Office of the President Memorandum Circular 114, s. 2026, which instructs 
national government offices to adopt measures that reduce energy consumption.​The 
department said the hybrid setup will allow the agency to continue delivering public services 
while supporting broader government efforts to manage energy use efficiently.​Despite the 
adjusted schedule, the DFA assured the public that assistance for urgent matters will remain 
accessible through the following channels:– ​DFA Trunkline: (+632) 8-834-4000​– Office of the 
Undersecretary for Migrant Workers Affairs Local: 4031​– Email: ofhelpdesk.atn@dfa.gov.ph​The 
Commission on Filipinos Overseas (CFO) also announced the adoption of a five-day hybrid 
workweek, with employees reporting onsite Monday through Thursday and working remotely 
on Fridays.​CFO Chairman Dante Ang II said the new work arrangement aims to balance the 
continuous delivery of public services, improved employee productivity, and compliance with 
national energy-saving directives.​The arrangement was formalized through Office Order 082, s. 
2026, issued in compliance with Memorandum Circular 114, s. 2026, which directs national 
government agencies to implement measures to reduce energy consumption.​Despite the 
adjusted work setup, the agency said public services for emigrants will remain available onsite 
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Thursday.​These services include:​– Pre-departure 
registration​– Pre-Departure Orientation Seminar (PDOS)​– Guidance and Counseling Program 
(GCP) for spouses and partners of foreign nationals​– Peer Counseling Program (PCP) for young 
emigrants​On Fridays, the commission will conduct online-only PDOS sessions for emigrants 
bound for the United States and Canada.​Meanwhile, the Country Familiarization Seminar for 
participants in the Au Pair Program in Europe will continue to be held in person every Tuesday 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the CFO main office, and every Wednesday at CFO extension offices. 
General concerns can be forwarded to info@cfo.gov.ph and J-1 visa concerns to 
j1.ofcors@cfo.gov.ph.​In a memorandum signed March 8, Acting Presidential Communications 
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Secretary Dave Gomez ordered all PCO personnel to observe a four-day onsite and one-day 
work-from-home (WFH) setup each week, except for output-based Contract of Service 
personnel.​The arrangement follows Memorandum Circular 114, which directs government 
agencies to adopt energy conservation and efficiency measures to reduce electricity and fuel 
consumption.​Under the guidelines, personnel may choose from staggered work schedules 
starting from 7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., with corresponding eight-hour shifts.​“Personnel who arrive 
after 9:30 a.m. shall be considered late. On the other hand, Fridays shall be designated as the 
common work-from-home day,” the memorandum read.​The memorandum also provides that 
employees who complete the required 40-hour workweek covering the four onsite days and 
one WFH day may render overtime services, subject to existing rules and approval of authorized 
officials.​However, services rendered for less than two hours beyond regular working hours will 
not be considered overtime.​Overtime at the New Executive Building at the Malacañang 
compound will not be allowed from Friday to Sunday or during holidays, according to the 
memorandum.​“Employees working remotely shall remain accessible during official working 
hours and shall comply with applicable reporting requirements,” it said. 

• Experts Urge Deeper PH-Canada Ties Amid Global Economic Tensions (2026-03-13 16:02)

PHILIPPINE and Canadian experts on Friday called for stronger bilateral cooperation on 
economic security, emerging technologies, and resilient trade systems amid global tensions.​The 
call came during a high-level conference, "Building Economic Security through Strengthened 
Canada-Philippines Partnership," jointly organized by the Stratbase Institute and the Asia Pacific 
Foundation of Canada (APF Canada). The event convened government officials, business 
leaders, and international experts to discuss strategic collaboration and long-term economic 
resilience.​Stratbase Institute President Victor Andres "Dindo" Manhit emphasized that 
economic security is inseparable from national security.​"Economic security cannot and should 
not be achieved by any single country acting alone. Economic security is national security," he 
said, citing the Philippines’ geostrategic location in the Indo-Pacific, including critical corridors 
such as Subic Bay and the Batanes-Bashi Channel.​"Every message, email, or digital transaction 
often passes through our territory," Manhit noted, referencing the country’s 2016 victory in 
the International Arbitral Tribunal against China over parts of the South China Sea and related 
legislation protecting its maritime identity.​Manhit stressed that resilient growth and inclusive 
governance require partnerships with like-minded countries, pointing to Canada as a trusted 
partner. He outlined sectors for collaboration such as critical minerals, energy, digital 
infrastructure, and defense investments.​"We have tracked who our friends are. We continue to 
ask the question: who do we trust? It is with these allies that we can ensure resilient and vibrant 
economic systems," he said.​Canadian Ambassador to the Philippines David Hartman echoed 
these sentiments, stressing that economic security intersects with trade, technology, energy, 
infrastructure, and national resilience.​"Let there be no doubt — economic security is national 
security," Hartman said, noting that recent global disruptions, including conflicts in the Middle 
East, have exposed how distant events can affect energy markets and trade flows.​Hartman 
pointed out ongoing Canada-Philippines free trade agreement negotiations, which, if concluded, 
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would mark the Philippines’ first such agreement with a North American country.​"Both the 
Philippines and Canada have set an ambitious timeline to conclude these negotiations this 
calendar year, and Canada remains fully committed to achieving that goal," he said. "Modern 
trade agreements are far more than about just reducing tariffs. They create stable and 
predictable frameworks that help economies diversify supply chains and strengthen investment 
confidence. In a time of global uncertainty, these qualities are essential."​The ambassador also 
pointed to concrete examples of bilateral cooperation, including trade missions connecting 
hundreds of companies in technology, agriculture, and digital services, as well as partnerships 
among more than 250 educational and research institutions.​Canada is supporting the 
Philippines’ transition from coal to renewable energy with a $230 million investment under 
the Climate Investment Funds’ accelerated coal transition program. Technical assistance in 
agriculture — covering plant health, dairy management, and seed potato production — further 
supports food security and rural development.​Manhit further noted that public sentiment in the 
Philippines strongly favors partnerships with trusted countries. Surveys conducted by Pulse Asia 
Research Inc. and commissioned by Stratbase consistently show that Filipinos value 
cooperation with countries that share democratic values and long-standing ties with the 
Philippines, with Canada repeatedly ranking as one of the most trusted.​Vina Nadjibulla, APF 
Canada vice president for research and strategy, outlined three key areas for deepened 
collaboration: strengthening resilient supply chains, advancing cooperation in critical and 
emerging technologies, and expanding policy frameworks that support secure trade and 
investment.​"At a time of growing global uncertainty, strengthening this partnership has never 
been more important," she said. "The Philippines has emerged as an anchor partner for Canada 
in the region, and there is a real opportunity now to deepen our economic and security 
cooperation in ways that deliver concrete benefits for both countries."

• Hidilyn Diaz camp says ‘brand alignment’ condition raised later (2026-03-13 15:47)

MANILA, Philippines — The camp of Olympic gold medalist Hidilyn Diaz clarified that conditions 
related to “brand alignment” were introduced only about two years after a “free fuel for 
life” reward was announced following her historic Tokyo Olympics victory.Diaz’s manager, 
Noel Ferrer, said the fuel benefit from Phoenix Petroleum was originally presented publicly as 
an unconditional gesture of recognition after Diaz delivered the Philippines’ first Olympic gold 
medal. He made the statement on his Instagram account on Friday, March 13.The clarification 
came a day after Phoenix Petroleum issued its own statement explaining why the fuel incentive 
had stopped, citing that the arrangement could no longer continue after Diaz engaged with 
another petroleum brand.Ferrer emphasized that the team was surprised when brand-related 
conditions were later introduced, stressing that such requirements were not part of the 
understanding when the reward was first offered.“It was only around two years later that 
conditions relating to brand alignment were raised. This came as a surprise to us, as such 
conditions were not part of the original understanding when the reward was publicly 
announced and initially provided,” Ferrer said.Phoenix Petroleum had pledged lifetime free 
fuel and a ₱5-million cash incentive to Diaz after she won the women’s 55-kilogram 
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weightlifting event at the Tokyo Olympics in July 2021, ending the Philippines’ nearly 
century-long wait for an Olympic gold medal.

• Navy Monitors Chinese Rocket Transit Over Palawan Airspace (2026-03-13 15:33)

MANILA, Philippines — The Western Naval Command (WNC) on Friday confirmed that a 
suspected People’s Republic of China (PRC) Long March 8A rocket was observed traversing 
Palawan airspace between approximately 3:58 AM and 4:02 AM today.Security personnel 
stationed in the Kalayaan Island Group (KIG), West Philippine Sea (WPS), and Tubbataha Reef 
Ranger Station captured the event on video as part of WNC’s real-time monitoring 
operations.The footage shows two bright red-orange lights moving from northwest to 
southeast, a phenomenon that lasted around 15 seconds before disappearing. In addition, 
personnel at Tubbataha Reef Ranger Station reported seeing a bright red-orange light at 4:02 
AM PST, which illuminated the sky for six seconds. These observations correspond with 
pre-launch advisories indicating potential debris drop zones approximately 101 nautical miles 
from Patag Island and 47 nautical miles from Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park.As of 12:00 NN 
today, no injuries, property damage, or debris impact on land have been reported. All 
concerned agencies remain on heightened alert and continue to closely monitor the situation. 
The public is advised to remain vigilant and promptly report any unusual sightings or debris to 
local authorities.The recorded footage is part of coordinated monitoring efforts conducted by 
WNC in collaboration with officers from Western Command, Tactical Operations Wing-West, the 
Philippine Coast Guard, Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office, Puerto 
Princesa City Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office, and the Philippine National 
Police Maritime Group.

• No winner in Ultra lotto 6/55, Mega lotto 6/45 draws for March 13 (2026-03-13 14:43)

MANILA, Philippines — There were no winners in the Ultra lotto 6/55 and Mega lotto 6/45 draws 
on Friday night, the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) said.The winning combination 
for Ultra lotto 6/55 was 06-17-12-58-15-11 which had a jackpot prize of P92,255,713.46.There 
was also no winner for the Mega lotto 6/45 draw, which drew a winning combination of 
32-05-14-42-41-37 for a jackpot prize of P17,127,699.35.

• AFP: No indications US is pulling out military assets in PH amid ongoing war in Iran 
(2026-03-13 14:22)

 MANILA, Philippines — The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) on Friday clarified that there 
are no indications the United States is withdrawing its military assets from the Philippines for 
use in its ongoing war with Iran.The statement came amid reports that the US is relocating parts 
of a missile defense system installed in South Korea to the Middle East.“There are no 
indications that the US is pulling out military assets from the Philippines. The situation in South 
Korea involves specific air defense systems being redeployed to the Middle East, which is a 
separate theater arrangement and does not apply here,” Rear Admiral Roy Vincent Trinidad, 
AFP spokesperson for the West Philippine Sea (WPS), said in a statement.The AFP has repeatedly 
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emphasized that the Philippines is a defensive country and that its alliance with the US is not 
linked to the latter’s offensive military activities against any other nation.“The upward 
trajectory of the RP-US alliance is manifested in our continuing maritime activities, strengthened 
MDB-SEB (Mutual Defense Board–Security Engagement Board) engagements, and the recent 
approval of the Philippine Enhanced Resilience Act, which authorizes $2.5 billion in security 
assistance over the next five years,” Trinidad said.The nine Enhanced Defense Cooperation 
Agreement (EDCA) sites in the country have drawn concern amid fears that the Philippines 
could become a target of Iranian retaliatory attacks because of these facilities.“EDCA sites are 
Philippine bases with facilities dedicated to mutual defense and humanitarian assistance, and 
are not to be used as staging areas for offensive operations,” Trinidad said.

• Motorcycle taxi riders included in P5,000 aid, says Transport chief (2026-03-13 04:40)

MANILA, Philippines — The government will include motorcycle taxi riders among those eligible 
to receive the P5,000 financial assistance intended for individuals in crisis situations, according 
to Transportation Secretary Giovanni Lopez.In an interview on Friday, Lopez said motorcycle 
taxi riders fell under ride-hailing services cited in the special provisions of the 2025 national 
budget, making them qualified beneficiaries of the aid program.“Under the special provision in 
the 2025 budget, those ride-hailing services are included,” Lopez said in a briefing. “We 
consider motorcycle taxi riders as part of ride-hailing services.”He added that the assistance 
program was also aligned with the government’s classification of beneficiaries as individuals 
in crisis situations.The Transport chief said that discussions were ongoing on the inclusion of 
other transport network services, including transport network vehicle services (TNVS) and 
taxis.Lopez estimated that around 60,000 motorcycle taxi riders nationwide could benefit from 
the program, including those operating in Metro Manila and Metro Cebu.However, he 
acknowledged that there was still no finalized list of beneficiaries as some sectors, including 
motorcycle taxi services, remain under pilot testing.Despite this, Lopez maintained that 
motorcycle taxi riders would be covered under the aid program once the implementation 
details are finalized.

• DILG digitally maps over 167,000 km of roads, 17,000 bridges nationwide (2026-03-13 
04:35)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) said it has 
digitally mapped more than 167,000 kilometers of local roads and over 17,000 bridges across 
the country through its enhanced Local Roads and Bridges Inventory (LRBI), creating one of the 
most comprehensive datasets on local infrastructure to support planning, disaster risk 
reduction, and local development.According to the DILG, the upgraded system recorded 
167,103 kilometers of local roads and 17,229 bridges nationwide as part of the government’s 
push to expand digital governance and ensure that infrastructure planning was guided by 
reliable and up-to-date data.The inventory is managed by the DILG’s Office of Project 
Development Services (OPDS), which oversees the collection and maintenance of infrastructure 
data from local government units (LGUs) across the country.Based on data as of Dec. 31, 2025, 
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the system shows that 30,525.13 kilometers are provincial roads, 16,784.66 kilometers are city 
roads, 15,965.73 kilometers are municipal roads, and 103,828.26 kilometers are barangay 
roads.For bridges, the inventory lists 3,269 provincial bridges, 1,884 city bridges, and 12,076 
municipal bridges nationwide.The DILG said the LRBI has been recognized under the Philippine 
Statistics Authority’s System of Designated Statistics, making it an official decision-support tool 
for policymakers, planners, engineers, and development partners involved in infrastructure 
planning, disaster risk reduction, urban development, and local economic growth.According to 
the department, the upgraded platform now includes integrated road names, classifications on 
road importance, and an improved user interface that allows easier navigation and more 
detailed analysis of infrastructure needs and investment priorities.The DILG also urged LGUs to 
regularly update their road and bridge data in the system to ensure the accuracy and reliability 
of the national inventory.With more accessible and comprehensive information, the department 
said national agencies and local governments could better identify connectivity gaps, prioritize 
infrastructure investments, and align local development projects with broader national growth 
and disaster resilience strategies.The agency added that continued improvements to the LRBI 
form part of the government’s broader push for stronger digital governance and more 
data-driven infrastructure planning to support local development across the country.

• Palace summons oil firms to secure fuel supply, prevent excessive price hikes (2026-03-13 
04:25)

MANILA, Philippines — Malacañang summoned oil industry executives to ensure a steady 
supply of fuel products and prevent excessive price increases amid global oil market 
volatility.Executive Secretary Ralph Recto said the meeting on Thursday in Malacañang "focused 
on supply and prices, on how to keep both stable, amidst the volatility we are seeing."“This is 
pursuant to the directive of the President to protect our people from the impact of surging oil 
prices,” Recto said.“And we have been addressing the challenges in multiple fronts, from an 
energy conservation drive by the government, to providing lifeline subsidies to transport 
groups,” he added.Recto, who led the government delegation with Energy Secretary Sharon 
Garin, said one of the major concerns discussed during the meeting was the possibility of 
supply chain disruptions caused by geopolitical tensions.He said oil companies assured the 
government that operational challenges in bringing fuel supplies to the Philippines remained 
manageable.“If the war in the affected region will further choke oil supply, the alternatives are 
already being explored, per the President’s instructions,” Recto said.“This is the kind of oil 
diplomacy that oil executives and the government will have to jointly undertake,” he added.

• Singapore helps repatriate Filipinos, other citizens affected by war in Middle East 
(2026-03-13 04:20)

MANILA, Philippines — Singapore has extended seats to other countries, including the 
Philippines, in the repatriation of Singaporeans stranded in the Middle East as a result of the 
United States-Israel war with Iran.Singapore's Ambassador to Manila Constance See on Friday 
said at least 24 Filipinos were part of Singapore's repatriation flight from Jeddah, Saudi 
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Arabia.See said Singapore deployed a multi-role tanker transport (MRTT) aircraft on March 12 to "
 bring Singaporeans home safely from Jeddah.""After prioritizing Singaporeans and their 
families, we were glad that available seats could be extended to nationals from other countries, 
including 24 Filipinos," See said in a statement.The flight landed in Singapore on March 13 at 
5:59 a.m., the ambassador said. Singapore's Ministry of Defense (MINDEF) said there were 81 
Singaporeans and their dependents who returned via the MRTT.After prioritizing and catering to 
Singaporeans who registered, available seats were also extended to nationals from Australia, 
Brunei, Indonesia, the Philippines, Sri Lanka and Vietnam, MINDEF said."This was very much a 
partnership. We worked in close coordination with the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and 
the Philippine Consulate General in Jeddah, to facilitate the Filipinos who joined the flight," she 
said.See said the Philippine government, through the DFA and its missions, has "been mounting 
complex repatriation efforts to bring Filipinos home safely.""Our flight complements those 
efforts. This is really Asean (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) solidarity in action, 
neighbors helping neighbors in difficult moments," she said."Our Asean neighbours have 
assisted Singaporeans in returning home in past crises," See said."Singapore and the Philippines 
are close friends, and we were very glad to help these Filipinos begin their journey home. At the 
end of the day, what matters most is that people return safely to their families,” See added.

• Over 252K Antipolo City voters to elect new 2nd District representative on March 14 
(2026-03-13 03:55)

MANILA, Philippines — More than 252,000 registered voters in the second legislative district of 
Antipolo City will head to the polls on Saturday to elect heir representative at the House of 
Representatives following the death of Congressman Romeo Acop in December 2025.According 
to the Office of the Deputy Executive Director for Operations of the Commission on Elections 
(Comelec), a total of 252,793 voters are eligible to cast their ballots across the district’s eight 
villages (barangay). The vote will be held in 37 voting centers, encompassing 348 clustered 
precincts.Six candidates are vying for the position. They are Philip Conrad Acop (National Unity 
Party), and independents Maria Trinidad Cafirma, Dandin Infante, Reden Llaga, Nathaniel 
Lobigas, and Irvin Paulo Tapales.The voting schedule is as follows: Early voting for senior 
citizens, persons with disabilities, pregnant women, and other eligible voters under early voting 
rules will run from 5 a.m.. to 7 a.m. Priority polling place voting follows from 5 a.m. to 12 
p.m.Regular voting is scheduled from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Persons Deprived of Liberty (PDL) will cast 
their votes from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. at a dedicated voting center at the BJMP-Antipolo City Police 
Station in Barangay San Jose. A total of 234 PDL voters are expected to participate.The district is 
divided into eight villages and their voters: San Jose (74,007), San Roque (36,454), Calawis 
(5,383), Cupang (42,953), Dalig (33,595), Inarawan (18,410), San Juan (7,057), and San Luis 
(34,934).The District Board of Canvassers will convene at 6 p.m. at the Ynares Event Center to 
receive and canvass the election returns and eventually proclaim the winning candidate.

• Pasay fire leaves 2 dead, 50 families displaced (2026-03-13 02:05)
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MANILA, Philippines — A fire swept through a residential area in Pasay City on Thursday 
evening, leaving two people dead and dozens of families displaced.The blaze broke out along P. 
Villanueva Street in Barangay 85 and quickly spread through houses made of light materials in 
the densely populated community.The Bureau of Fire Protection raised the alarm to the second 
level as flames engulfed closely packed homes, making response more difficult.Authorities said 
the fire started at around 5:59 p.m. and was declared out at about 7:58 p.m., nearly two hours 
later.Initial reports said at least two people were killed in the incident while around 50 families 
were affected and forced to evacuate from their homes.Pasay City Fire Chief Fire Supt. Alma 
Cassandra Gardose said that firefighters faced operational difficulties while responding to the 
blaze.“Aside from the lack of water supply, a big factor was the narrow streets. And also the 
number of residents bringing their belongings outside. That’s why the operation of our 
firefighters was really difficult earlier,” Gardose told reporters.Authorities said the displaced 
families were temporarily staying at a nearby school while investigators determined the cause 
of the fire.Pasay City Mayor Emi Calixto-Rubiano later visited the affected community and 
coordinated assistance for displaced families as local officials arranged temporary shelter and 
relief support for the victims.

• LTFRB prepares fuel subsidy rollout for PUV operators amid Middle East conflict 
(2026-03-13 01:32)

MANILA, Philippines —The Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) has 
begun preparing for the distribution of fuel subsidies to thousands of public utility vehicle (PUV) 
operators affected by the continuing increase in oil prices due to the conflict in the Middle 
East.The preparations are in compliance with the directive of Department of Transportation 
(DOTr) Secretary Giovanni Lopez who ordered the agency to ensure the subsidy program could 
be implemented quickly once funds become available.LTFRB Chairman Vigor Mendoza II said 
the agency has begun coordinating with relevant government offices and completing 
documentary requirements to ensure that subsidy funds could be released to beneficiaries 
once the program receives the go signal.“Our job is to make sure there is a fast distribution 
system the moment the funds are available. Secretary Lopez instructed us to fix everything 
early so the assistance can be distributed right away once the funds are ready,” Mendoza 
said.He added that the agency was working to ensure that all operator-beneficiaries possess the 
necessary cards through which the subsidy would be downloaded via the Land Bank of the 
Philippines.Lopez said the national government has earmarked around P2.5 billion for the fuel 
subsidy program covering drivers and operators in the public transport sector.Under the 
subsidy mechanism, financial assistance is triggered once global oil prices reach $80 per barrel 
in the world market.Energy analysts have warned that prolonged instability in the Middle East 
could push oil prices higher, with recent projections indicating that the $80-per-barrel threshold 
may soon be reached.Mendoza said the LTFRB has finalized the list of beneficiaries while 
coordination with partner agencies and stakeholders continues to ensure the program’s 
readiness.“We are ready. We have the list, and coordination with other government agencies 
and stakeholders is ongoing specifically for this purpose,” he said.The LTFRB chief also said 
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regional directors have been instructed to coordinate with transport groups in their respective 
areas to facilitate preparations.The fuel subsidy, Mendoza said, would released as a one-time 
assistance package designed to offset more than a month of increases in petroleum product 
prices.He added that the program was meant to help protect both the public transport sector 
and commuters from the financial impact of rising fuel costs.“This is the government’s 
assurance that it will take care of the public transport sector during this challenge. We will work 
together for the welfare not only of operators and drivers but also of the commuting public,” 
Mendoza said.

• Middle East war creates biggest oil supply disruption in history (2026-03-12 16:16)

THE Middle East war is creating the largest supply disruption in the history of the global oil 
market, as Iran’s choke hold on regional supplies forces Gulf producers to slash production, 
the International Energy Agency (IEA) said Thursday.In its latest market report, the IEA said 
crude production was currently down by at least 8 million barrels per day (bpd), with an 
additional 2 million related to petroleum products including condensates shut off.The conflict, 
which was triggered on Feb. 28 by American-Israeli attacks on Iran, is hampering the global 
economy’s supply of oil and weakening production capacity.The war has seen Iran tighten its 
choke hold on the Strait of Hormuz, through which 20 percent of global crude passes, effectively 
all but shutting it down.IEA said current flows through the strait were moving at less than 10 
percent of pre-crisis levels, which in 2025 were around 15 million barrels per day — with “no 
signs of a de-escalation in hostilities, or a clear timeline for a recovery in flows through the 
strait.” It stressed that a resumption of flows would be key in minimizing the war’s impact on 
global markets.Against that backdrop, major European stock markets were off more than half of 
1 percent in early morning trading. In Asia, Japan’s Nikkei had shed 1 percent at the close 
while Hong Kong closed off 0.7 percent.A threat from Tehran to bring down the global economy 
overshadowed an impending record release of strategic crude by the IEA. On Wednesday, it said 
its 32 members had agreed to unlock 400 million barrels of oil from reserves — their biggest 
release ever.Stop-gap measure“The coordinated emergency stock release provides a 
significant and welcome buffer, but in the absence of a swift resolution to the conflict, it 
remains a stop-gap measure,” the IEA warned.The United States has proposed partially lifting 
sanctions against Russia in an attempt to offset the fallout from the squeeze on Hormuz, but 
Group of Seven nations on Wednesday rejected the idea.Oil prices have gyrated since the crisis 
began, rising more than 30 percent to around $120 a barrel only to drop back.Prices again 
topped $100 on Thursday but then fell again to around $92 a barrel, representing a day rise of 
some 6 percent as analysts predicted elevated prices for the foreseeable future amid reports of 
more Iranian attacks on vessels, notably off the coast of Iraq.The IEA said in its report the 
shortfall could be partially addressed with alternative routes such as transit through the 
Bab-el-Mandeb Strait from the Red Sea, although this route has in recent years “carried a risk 
of Houthi [rebel] attacks.”Despite efforts to stave off the disruption via emergency stockpiles, 
the IEA forecast March global oil supplies would drop 8 million bpd to 98.8 million bpd for their 
lowest level in four years.“For forecasting purposes, we have assumed only minimal flows 
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through the Strait of Hormuz in March,” it said.Citing the “geopolitical alarm” in the region, 
Stephen Innes of SPI Asset Management said that “in brokerage jargon, the IEA’s decision [to 
release emergency supplies] is equivalent to using a garden hose to put out a refinery fire.” 
Kathleen Brooks, director of research at XTB, observed that “the conflict has intensified this 
week, and the longer the oil price remains elevated, the more damaging and long-lasting the 
inflation shock will be for the global economy.” The IEA concluded that even if the conflict 
intensity recedes to the extent oil flows can resume “it will take several days to weeks” for the 
backlog of tankers on both sides of the strait to clear.“Additionally, shut-in upstream 
production will take weeks and, in some cases, months, to return to pre-crisis levels depending 
on the degree of field complexity and the timing for workers, equipment and resources to 
return to the region.Asean special meetingIn the region, the foreign ministers of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) will convene a special meeting to discuss the bloc’s 
response as the Middle East conflict approaches its second week.Foreign Affairs spokesman for 
Asean 2026 Dax Imperial on Thursday said the ministers will hold the discussions via 
videoconference on March 13.“It will cover Asean’s response to the situation in the Middle 
East. More details will be available tomorrow after the meeting,” he said in a text message to 
reporters.After the meeting, a statement will be issued by the ministers, he added.The conflict 
in the Middle East broke out on Feb. 28 following a joint military operation mounted by the US 
and Israel against Iran, targeting its nuclear facilities, which later killed Iranian Supreme Leader 
Khamenei.Iran responded with deadly retaliatory strikes that have since expanded to target US 
bases in neighboring Gulf states like Qatar, Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates.Department 
of Social Welfare and Development Assistant Secretary Irene Dumlao, in a previous press 
briefing on the sidelines of the 2026 Asean Socio-Cultural Community meetings, said the bloc is 
closely monitoring developments in the Middle East, which is host to more than a million 
Southeast Asian workers.Dumlao said the Philippines stands ready to assist not only the 
Filipinos but also Southeast Asians “as may be necessary.”

• Frasco removed as Tourism chief (2026-03-12 16:15)

(UPDATE) MALACAÑANG on Thursday confirmed the exit of Christina Garcia Frasco as secretary 
of the Department of Tourism (DOT).She, however, is totally not out of the Marcos 
administration as she will serve in a different capacity as Presidential Adviser for Sustainable 
and Resilient Communities.“As many areas across the country face increasing climate-related 
hazards and disruptions that affect local economies and livelihoods, the president has tasked 
Secretary Frasco to take on this role to help strengthen the implementation and sustained 
follow-through of priority national initiatives at the community level,” Presidential 
Communications Office Undersecretary Claire Castro said in a statement.While Marcos decides 
on who to fill the seat left by Frasco, Undersecretary Verna Burnsuceso will oversee affairs at 
the DOT as officer in charge.There was some online buzz, however, that career trade diplomat 
Dita Angara-Mathay would likely be the next Tourism chief. She is currently the commercial 
counselor and special trade representative of the Philippines in Tokyo, Japan.“Secretary Frasco 
will transition from her role as secretary of Tourism, where she led efforts to support tourism 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/13/news/national/frasco-removed-as-tourism-chief/2298568


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 184 — 2026-03-16

enterprises and livelihoods, and to deepen partnerships with local governments nationwide,” 
Castro said.“The president expressed his appreciation for her service at the Department of 
Tourism and conveyed confidence that her experience working closely with local governments 
and communities will continue to support the administration’s priorities,” she added.Talk 
has been circulating for months that Frasco would be the next to leave the Cabinet over her 
perceived penchant for self-promotion and the lagging numbers of tourist arrivals compared to 
the country’s Southeast Asian neighbors.The DOT had been on the receiving end of online 
bashing for its promotions that featured Frasco’s face and not the destinations themselves.

• Fear, boredom beset Filipino sailors stuck in Hormuz strait (2026-03-12 16:14)

FILIPINO sailor George Miranda was racing to help a stricken vessel aboard the tugboat 
Mussafah 2 when he last spoke to his wife and young daughter.The 46-year-old, whose small 
ship was struck by a pair of missiles this week in the Strait of Hormuz, is the only seafarer from 
the Philippines known to be missing in the Middle East war, the government says.But more than 
6,000 others from the country that supplies a quarter of the world’s sailors are still working in 
the conflict zone and “surrounding areas,” many waiting for the green light to pass through 
the now-deadly shipping lane.A series of Iranian strikes have effectively closed the strait, which 
carries 20 percent of world oil and gas supplies, plunging the global energy economy into 
crisis.For John Winston Isidro, life aboard his VLCC, or Very Large Crude Carrier, has been 
marked by equal parts monotony and precaution since his ship began playing the waiting 
game.“The crew stopped working above deck, and we installed a double watch on the 
bridge,” the 32-year-old told Agence France-Presse (AFP), describing off-hours spent scrolling 
Facebook, playing computer games and watching the occasional movie.That routine was 
becoming normal, he said, though the engine crew was being kept on standby, ready to “fire 
up our engines” in case of emergency.Stranded for daysWelbin Maghanoy, whose ship was 
carrying crude oil bound for Japan, had been stranded for nine days when he spoke to  
AFP.“It’s getting boring, and I’m a little scared, because there are many ships being 
attacked, mostly oil tankers like ours,” he said from a vessel located 100 nautical miles off the 
coast of the United Arab Emirates.“Those whose contracts are about to end ... they really want 
to go home,” he said of his fellow sailors.Judy Domingo, president of the 50,000-strong United 
Filipino Seafarers union, told AFP she had taken hundreds of calls from concerned sailors 
bottled up in the strait, with food supplies one of the immediate concerns.“There are also 
members expressing their desire to leave the ship. But of course, we cannot get them out of 
there immediately. We have to consider their location and a safe port for them to disembark,” 
Domingo said.One stranded Philippine sailor who has been posting online videos of his 
experiences under the name Choi described a vote in which the crew was asked if they wanted 
to risk passage through the strait, where traffic has slowed to a trickle.“Our captain gathered 
us in the conference room to ask us who wanted to pass through,” he said in a video posted to 
Facebook and verified by AFP Fact Check.“We chose to go home alive,” he said.“There are 27 
of us. Almost everyone said they refused to sail.” Isidro, the VLCC sailor, said he was happy his 
crew had not been consulted about the decision to stay put.“Our captain will not risk our 
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vessel’s safety ... It’s too dangerous,” he said.“Let’s just pray this US-Iran war ends soon 
so every ship trapped here is able to get out safe.”  

• Govt urged to develop contingency framework to handle crises (2026-03-12 16:13)

THE Senate on Wednesday adopted a resolution calling on the executive branch to urgently 
develop a national contingency framework to prepare the Philippines for major crises, as 
lawmakers warn of potential economic and security effects from war in the Middle East.The 
measure, Senate Resolution 343, sponsored by Senate Minority Leader Alan Peter Cayetano and 
co-authored by 22 senators, urges the government to establish a comprehensive system that 
would allow the country to anticipate, prepare for, respond to and recover from large-scale 
domestic and international emergencies.The resolution was also co-sponsored by Senate 
President Vicente Sotto III.Cayetano said the proposed framework aims to strengthen 
coordination among the national government, local government units and the private sector 
through a “whole-of-government and whole-of-nation approach.” “The problem today is 
that when a crisis becomes too big, it affects not only one country but entire regions because 
we are now a global village,” Cayetano said during plenary deliberations.Preparing  for global 
shocksThe senator emphasized the need for alignment across institutions before the country 
can effectively respond to major emergencies.“When the system is interconnected, one broken 
part can affect the entire structure,” he said, likening global systems to “clockwork” where 
disruptions in one area can halt the entire mechanism.Cayetano cited the ongoing geopolitical 
crisis in the Middle East as an example of how international conflicts can trigger ripple effects 
on energy supply chains, trade and national economies.He warned that war could disrupt global 
oil supply routes or damage critical infrastructure, leading to economic shocks felt across the 
world.Cayetano said crises can present both dangers and opportunities depending on how 
nations respond.“Every crisis has winners and losers,” he said. “Let’s not miss 
opportunities. This contingency framework is meant to prepare us not only for the challenges 
but also for the opportunities that arise from global changes.” 

• Estrada asks Manilacourt to lift travel ban (2026-03-12 16:12)

SEN. Jinggoy Estrada has asked a Manila court to reconsider and lift the precautionary hold 
departure order (PHDO) issued against him, as the Department of Justice (DOJ) confirmed that 
the plunder complaint filed against the senator and several former public works officials has 
been submitted for resolution.Estrada’s spokesman and legal counsel, lawyer Bianca Soriano, 
said the senator filed an omnibus motion before the Manila Regional Trial Court Branch 52 on 
March 11 seeking both reconsideration and the lifting of the hold order that bars him from 
leaving the country.The order was issued in February by the Manila court in connection with the 
plunder complaint under preliminary investigation at the DOJ.Aside from Estrada, those covered 
by the PHDO include former Public Works secretary Manuel Bonoan, former undersecretaries 
Roberto Bernardo and Maria Catalina Cabral, former Department of Public Works and Highways 
regional director Gerard Opulencia, and former district engineer Henry Alcantara. Cabral died in  
December 2025.The case stemmed from allegations of anomalies in government flood control 
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projects in Bulacan, which investigators said involved transactions amounting to more than P50 
million.The complaint includes charges of plunder, violation of the Anti-Graft and Corrupt 
Practices Act, direct bribery, receiving gifts by public officers and corruption of public 
officials.Soriano said the defense argued that the travel restriction should be lifted because the 
prosecution had failed to establish the legal grounds required for issuing the hold order.“It 
should be lifted because the rules require that there should be probable cause and second that 
the respondent is a flight risk,” she said. “We already attacked the evidentiary nature that 
there is no probable cause, and that respondent Sen. Jinggoy Estrada is not a flight risk.” The 
senator also asked the court to allow him to travel to Hong Kong, Macao and Japan from March 
31 to April 5.Estrada also sought permission from the Sandiganbayan for the same trip due to 
his pending 11 graft cases before the anti-graft court. It was not immediately clear whether the 
Sandiganbayan had acted on his request.Soriano said Estrada appeared before the DOJ on 
Thursday to submit his counter-affidavit, where his camp questioned the admissibility and 
credibility of the evidence presented by investigators.She said the defense also raised 
procedural issues regarding the complaint filed by the National Bureau of Investigation, arguing 
that it did not meet the requirements for a complaint-affidavit.“Based on the rules, what 
should be filed is a complaint affidavit, but what the NBI filed was a letter attaching an 
affidavit,” Soriano said.The defense also pointed to alleged inconsistencies in the sworn 
statements of state witnesses Alcantara and Bernardo, who are reportedly applying for the 
government’s witness protection program.Soriano maintained that Estrada has consistently 
complied with court requirements in his previous travel requests before the Sandiganbayan.She 
noted that the anti-graft court earlier allowed Estrada to travel to Japan in December 2025 and 
to Norway, Iceland and Austria in January 2026, after which he returned to the 
Philippines.Justice department spokesman Polo Martinez said the DOJ panel of prosecutors has 
already completed the preliminary investigation after all respondents submitted their 
counter-affidavits.“Everyone has filed their counter-affidavits. Which means that as of this 
date, March 12, the case is now submitted for resolution,” Martinez said.He added that 
prosecutors have 60 days to resolve the complaint, or extend this by another 30 days if 
necessary.Meanwhile, Martinez said the court would ultimately determine whether the hold 
order against Estrada should be lifted. 

• Pag-IBIG members get P1B in discounts through loyalty cards (2026-03-12 16:11)

THE Home Development Mutual Fund (HDMF), or Pag-IBIG Fund, has granted members a total 
of P1 billion in discounts from 507 partner establishments through its Loyalty Card Plus 
program.Pag-IBIG Fund CEO Marilene Acosta thanked the agency’s partner establishments 
and bank partners for helping the card program “turn into a meaningful everyday benefit” 
for its members.“Through the Pag-IBIG Loyalty Card Program, our members are able to feel 
the value of Pag-IBIG Fund not only during major transactions, but also in their daily lives 
through tangible savings on essential expenses, in keeping with our mandate to serve Filipino 
workers,” Acosta said in a statement.Launched in 2014, the card program was primarily aimed 
at giving millions of Pag-IBIG members access to discounts and special offers from partner 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/13/news/national/pag-ibig-members-get-p1b-in-discounts-through-loyalty-cards/2299072


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 187 — 2026-03-16

merchants.In 2019, Acosta said, the agency introduced the Pag-IBIG Loyalty Card Plus, which 
added cash card features through Asia United Bank and Union Bank of the Philippines for the 
receipt of loan proceeds and access to basic banking services.“Since then, the card has grown 
into one of Pag-IBIG Fund’s most practical member benefits, helping Filipino workers save on 
food, medicine, transportation, housing-related purchases and other essential expenses,” 
Acosta said.Housing Secretary Jose Ramon Aliling, who also chairs Pag-IBIG Fund’s board of 
trustees, said Pag-IBIG Loyalty Card Plus is a prime example of how public-private partnerships 
can work to provide practical and relevant daily benefits to Filipino workers.“Especially at a 
time of global uncertainty, when every peso counts, this program helps our members make the 
most of their hard-earned income. This is fully in line with President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s 
directive to ensure that the government delivers meaningful and timely assistance to our fellow 
Filipinos,” Aliling said.The program has grown to 507 partner establishments nationwide 
including 114 under food, restaurants and groceries; five under fuel and transportation; 189 
under health and medicine; and 20 under housing-related establishments, along with many 
others serving members’ various needs, the HDMF said.Across the country, the program spans 
162 partners in the National Capital Region, 155 in Luzon, 55 in the Visayas and 85 in Mindanao, 
it said.To date, the program has recorded 30,660,983 discounted transactions, while total 
Pag-IBIG Loyalty Card and Loyalty Card Plus issuance has reached 15,170,992, with cumulative 
discounts granted to members amounting to P1,005,583,149.75, it added.This year, Acosta 
disclosed that the program is set to enter its next phase with the rollout of the Pag-IBIG Loyalty 
Card Plus Digital, making the card’s services and privileges even more accessible to 
members.“As we roll out the Pag-IBIG Loyalty Card Plus Digital within the year, alongside the 
continued availability of the physical card, we are making the program more accessible, more 
secure and more convenient for more Filipinos,” Acosta said.

• DSWD assures psychosocial, financial aid for OFWs (2026-03-12 16:10)

THE Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) is ready to provide psychosocial, 
financial and other forms of assistance to overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) displaced by the war 
in the Middle East.The assistance is in line with the directive of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 
to ensure the safety and welfare of Filipinos affected by the political tensions in the 
region.DSWD officials said several repatriated OFWs have arrived in the country and were 
assisted by the agency in coordination with the Department of Migrant Workers and the 
Overseas Workers Welfare Administration.DSWD Assistant Secretary Irene Dumlao said on 
Thursday psychosocial intervention is among the key services that the agency will provide to 
returning OFWs who may have experienced trauma or anxiety due to the conflict.Upon arrival 
at the airport, returning workers will be assessed by social workers to determine the 
appropriate psychosocial support and other assistance for them.The DSWD’s “Angels in Red 
Vests” personnel will also conduct stress debriefing sessions, counseling and interviews to 
address the emotional and psychological needs of the repatriated workers.The agency said 
temporary shelter may also be provided through its centers and residential care facilities for 
OFWs who need accommodation while arranging travel back to their home provinces.Aside 
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from psychosocial services, the DSWD will extend financial assistance through its Assistance to 
Individuals in Crisis Situation program and livelihood opportunities under the Sustainable 
Livelihood Program to help returning OFWs reintegrate into their communities.

• Baligod appears at NBI probe of alleged ex-Marines affidavits (2026-03-12 16:09)

LAWYER Levi Baligod appeared before the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) on Thursday 
after being summoned to the NBI’s probe into affidavits of 18 individuals claiming to be 
former Marines.Baligod, counsel for the group, said they were prepared to cooperate with 
investigators and provide documents requested by the NBI to check the background of the 18 
individuals.He said the subpoena indicated that the NBI wanted to verify the identities and 
employment records of the individuals who executed sworn statements that they delivered 
suitcases of cash to several personalities supposedly coming from resigned Ako Bicol Party-list 
representative Elizaldy “Zaldy” Co.Baligod said the group will submit documents to support 
their claims, including serial numbers and identification cards.He also disputed statements 
attributed to NBI officials that some of the signatories were not former Marines.“All of the 18 
— as we said — 16 were former Marines and two were former members of the Philippine 
Army,” he said.Baligod said the group submitted a joint affidavit because some portions of the 
account were based on shared knowledge among the signatories.“In the first portion of the 
affidavit, the pronoun used is ‘we’ because they were all employees. But when it comes to 
the part about those who actually delivered the money, the individuals are specifically 
identified,” he said.Baligod confirmed he had a professional relationship with lawyer Charlie 
Pascual, who notarized the affidavit of the 18 individuals.He added that he sometimes refers or 
“farms out” cases to other lawyers as he has been gradually reducing his law practice.Baligod 
said the 18 individuals were also expected to appear before the NBI on Thursday.Asked about 
criticism that the allegations of the supposed former Marines should be treated with skepticism, 
Baligod said he believed his clients were telling the truth.“They have nothing to profit from 
accusing people in high positions of government,” he said.He also dismissed allegations that 
the group had been paid to make the claims.

• Emergency powers bill certified as urgent (2026-03-12 16:08)

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Thursday certified as urgent House Bill (HB) 8418 which 
would grant him emergency powers to suspend or reduce excise taxes on petroleum 
products.Executive Secretary Ralph Recto, by authority of the president, transmitted a letter to 
Speaker Faustino “Bodjie” Dy III stating the “necessity of the immediate enactment” of the 
proposed law.HB 8418 seeks to give Marcos the power to suspend or reduce excise taxes on 
petroleum during national or global emergencies for not longer than six months. It likewise 
authorizes the government to address the “extraordinary fuel price volatility and stabilize 
domestic fuel prices during the period of severe economic disruptions.” As prescribed in the 
2017 Tax Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion (Train) Law, the Philippines imposes an excise 
tax of P10 per liter on gasoline, P6 per liter on diesel and P5 per liter on kerosene.Under the 
Constitution, certifying a bill as urgent allows Congress to bypass the usual requirement of 
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three separate readings on different days, enabling lawmakers to accelerate the passage of 
legislation deemed critical.The war in the Middle East caused pump prices to spike this week. 
Last Tuesday saw a double digit rise with gasoline prices up by as much as P10.20 a liter, diesel 
by as much as P24.25 a liter, and kerosene by as much as P38.50 a liter.

• Send funds, DepEd urged (2026-03-12 16:07)

SEN. Bam Aquino has called on the Department of Education (DepEd) to download funds for 
classroom construction to local government units (LGUs) as soon as possible so they can begin 
building classrooms.Aquino made the appeal on Thursday as he sought to address the huge 
classroom backlog. Over P65 billion under the 2026 national budget had been allotted for 
building 25,000 classrooms.Aquino, chairman of the Committee on Basic Education, pushed for 
a higher budget for classroom construction in the 2026 national budget to address the 
165,000-classroom backlog.Under the budget, DepEd can choose the source of funds for 
classroom construction, including partnerships with LGUs, civil society organizations, and 
nongovernmental organizations with proven track records.LGUs must enter into a 
memorandum of agreement with DepEd to access the budget for classroom construction.The 
Senate has approved on third and final reading Aquino’s proposed Classroom-Building 
Acceleration Program Act or SB 1482.Under the bill, LGUs and nongovernmental organizations 
with a proven track record may build classrooms within their jurisdictions, based on DepEd’s 
standards and guidelines.SB 1482 streamlines the classroom-building process and includes 
safeguards against corruption by instituting a price ceiling for classroom construction.Aquino 
said aside from addressing the backlog, the construction of new classrooms can create more 
than 100,000 new jobs across the country.In an earlier dialogue with local government officials, 
he said the construction of a classroom typically requires around four to six workers and takes 
around three to four months to finish.In turn, the taxes generated by LGUs from hiring local 
contractors can support their social services programs for their constituents, Aquino added.

• Comelec release of Marcoleta SOCE findings delayed (2026-03-12 16:06)

THE Commission on Elections (Comelec) has deferred the release of its findings on the disparity 
between Sen. Rodante Marcoleta’s statement of assets, liabilities and net worth (SALN), and 
statement of contribution and expenditures (SOCE) in the 2025 polls.Comelec Chairman George 
Erwin Garcia on Thursday said the delay was due to “legal complications” arising from a 
similar case that was referred to its legal department by the Office of the Ombudsman.Garcia 
said that the poll body’s Political Finance and Affairs Department (PFAD) has submitted the 
results of its investigation and recommendations to the commission en banc, but its release was 
withheld after a similar case was filed with the legal department.He said the case involving 
Marcoleta’s SOCE and SALN was filed with the Office of the Ombudsman which, in turn, 
referred it to the Comelec.Garcia said the Comelec has no other choice but to refer it to the 
legal department, saying that “while the Comelec has no jurisdiction over the SALN, it has 
jurisdiction over the SOCE.”He said issues on SOCE, under normal circumstances, are referred 
to the PFAD, but stressed that Comelec can’t stop anybody from filing a separate complaint 
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with the legal department.“For example, a recommendation to file a complaint or case 
because there is a probable cause is filed with the legal department. What if the legal 
department currently holds a related case involving the said personality? All of that should be 
thoroughly studied because we cannot disregard anyone, as everyone has the right to due 
process and personality,” Garcia said.Garcia said Marcoleta’s case was no different from that 
of another senator, obviously referring to Sen. Francis Escudero, but that the latter’s case has 
already been decided before a similar case questioning his SOCE was filed with the Comelec’s 
legal office.Marcoleta’s SALN showed only P51.9 million, but his SOCE indicated that he spent 
P112 million during the midterm elections.In his SOCE, Marcoleta declared he did not receive 
campaign contributions, but spent P112.8 million, an amount which far exceeded his P51.9 
million declared assets.Under the Omnibus Election Code, candidates are required to declare all 
their expenses during the campaign period.The law also provides that all candidates must 
submit their SOCE within 30 days after election day.Any unused contributions must likewise be 
declared, and returned to the donors or turned over to the national treasury if donors are not 
identifiable.The legal basis for requiring candidates and political parties to submit “full, true 
and itemized” SOCEs is Section 14 of Republic Act (RA) 7166, or the Synchronized National and 
Local Elections Law, candidates are prohibited from accepting campaign funds from foreign 
nationals and foreign corporations, government-owned and -controlled corporations, and 
entities funded wholly or partly by the government.Private corporations can make donations, 
but contributions should be accounted for properly and reported to the Comelec.Certain 
sectors, such as those involved in public utilities or those with contracts with the government, 
are prohibited from contributing.Campaign contributions are regulated to avoid undue 
influence by wealthy individuals, corporations or special interest groups.Under Section 14 or RA 
7166, failure to file the SOCE by a candidate or political party within the prescribed period is 
punishable by permanent disqualification to hold public office.Deliberate falsification or 
misrepresentation of the SOCE is a criminal offense punishable by imprisonment.

• Senate panel approves 35 measures to boost socialized housing (2026-03-12 16:05)

THE Senate Committee on Urban Planning, Housing and Resettlement has cleared all 35 bills 
and resolutions on its agenda, signaling a push for housing reforms.The committee, chaired by 
Francis Escudero, approved on Wednesday several measures for the committee report as part 
of his “no backlog” policy in the panels he leads.Among the key measures endorsed was 
Senate Bill (SB) 934, authored by Sen. Jinggoy Estrada. The bill authorizes the government to 
expropriate land for socialized housing by amending provisions of the Urban Development and 
Housing Act of 1992.Local government units and housing agencies can identify priority sites, 
streamline land acquisition processes and allow the expropriation of idle lands — including 
residential properties under litigation — to accelerate housing projects.Escudero said the 
measure would support the administration’s flagship Pambansang Pabahay Para sa Pilipino 
Housing Program, which aims to address the country’s long-standing housing shortage.The 
committee also approved SB 70, authored by Sen. Rodante Marcoleta, that will exempt 
underprivileged and homeless families from paying a supersedeas bond when appealing 
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ejectment cases, providing additional legal protection for households facing eviction.Another 
measure, SB 1863 filed by Sen. Bam Aquino, will establish a loan restructuring and condonation 
program for beneficiaries of socialized and low-cost housing to ease repayment burdens and 
prevent housing foreclosures.The committee also approved several proposals amending the 
Condominium Act, including SB 922 by Estrada, SB 1442 by Sen. JV Ejercito, and House Bill 2286 
authored by lawmakers including Representatives Victoria Co-Pilar and Leila de Lima.The 
proposals aim to update rules on the dissolution and redevelopment of condominium projects 
to improve safety and redevelopment options for aging urban buildings.During the hearing, 
Escudero ordered the consolidation of related measures and referred several proposals to 
newly created subcommittees for further study.Among the measures is Senate Resolution 254 
filed by Aquino, which calls for an inquiry into the implementation of government housing and 
resettlement programs.The committee also examined the administration’s recalibrated 
housing targets under President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. Instead of the earlier goal of producing 1 
million housing units annually, the updated target is 1.13 million units for Marcos’ entire term 
ending in 2028.Officials from the Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development 
reported that the country faces a housing backlog of about 2.2 million units, with around 
477,000 units delivered so far.

• Free kidney disease screening offered (2026-03-12 16:04)

HEALTH experts on Thursday urged the public to take advantage of free screening services 
aimed at preventing chronic kidney disease (CKD), in line with the celebration of World Kidney 
Day.AstraZeneca, Mercury Drug, and Diabetes Philippines announced the expansion of their 
free screening program, which was launched in January this year.The free services include blood 
pressure, random blood sugar, body mass index, and urine albumin-creatinine ratio (UACR) 
screening. The expansion now includes doctors present at the screening sites to help patients 
with treatment and recommendations every Sunday.During the launch of the expansion in 
Mandaluyong City, Dr. Rey Rosales, treasurer of Diabetes Philippines, emphasized the 
importance of early screening.Rosales said 58 percent of patients with type 2 diabetes “will 
develop chronic kidney disease.""So if you were able to get your diabetes at an early stage, the 
longer that you have your diabetes, the higher the chance that you may get chronic kidney 
disease,” he said.Early screening for CKD, often dubbed as a “silent disease,” is crucial since 
the symptoms appear only at advanced stages, he said.He noted that 90 percent of CKD 
patients remain undiagnosed.Rosales further explained the correlation between kidney health 
and heart health.Fifty percent of patients with diabetes “will eventually also develop a heart 
condition we call heart failure. Because the two organs are interrelated,” he said.He told The 
Manila Times that since the launch of its free screening program, over 2,000 patients have been 
tested.The free screenings are available at select Mercury Drug branches, including Trinoma, 
Shangri-La Plaza, Pavilion Mall, and Noveleta, Cavite.Rosales said the services will be expanded 
to include 50 more Mercury Drug branches.

• MMDA officials reject ‘no apprehension’ proposal (2026-03-12 16:03)
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THE chief of the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority’s (MMDA) Swift Traffic Action 
Group (STAG) pushed back against a lawmaker’s suggestion to suspend traffic apprehensions, 
saying enforcement is meant to correct violations and keep roads safer for motorists and the 
public.Edison “Bong” Nebrija made the remarks on Thursday after Swerte Rep. Arlyn Ayon 
asked the Land Transportation Office (LTO) during a House Committee on Transportation 
hearing whether authorities could temporarily stop apprehending traffic violators, especially 
single motorcycle riders, amid rising oil prices.“Let us be clear — traffic apprehension is not 
meant to make the lives of our countrymen harder. It is meant to correct misbehavior and 
make our roads safer for everyone,” Nebrija said in a statement.Nebrija said he often stresses 
in his lectures the need to change how people view traffic rules, saying motorists should 
recognize that regulations are meant to protect road users rather than burden them.“Because 
if we keep looking at traffic apprehension as burden, then try comparing it with paying hospital 
bills after a road crash. It is much more burdensome,” he said.MMDA Special Operations 
Group–Strike Force head Gabriel Go also questioned Ayon’s proposal, saying that 
enforcement only applies to those who commit violations.“As long as motorists have no 
violations, there will be no apprehensions. But we cannot forego apprehending erring motorists 
as this will bring disorder on the roads. Discipline and order are a must on our roads as this is a 
matter of road safety for all road users,” Go told The Manila Times on Thursday.During the 
hearing, Ayon had asked if authorities could consider a temporary “no apprehension” policy 
for single motorcycle riders, whom she said are often parents bringing children to school.

• PPPI helps bring free medical, lab services to SSS pensioners (2026-03-12 16:02)

THE Philippine Pharma Procurement Inc. (PPPI) has partnered with the Social Security System 
(SSS) and a private primary care services provider to make free consultations, laboratory tests 
and access to 75 essential medicines available to PhilHealth members.Maria Blanca Kim Lokin, 
PPPI president and CEO, led the signing of a memorandum of agreement (MOA) with Julie 
Benedicto, Life Saver Medical Services president, at the SSS Diliman Branch in Quezon City with 
SSS President and CEO Robert Joseph de Claro and PhilHealth Vice President Walter Bacaresa as 
witnesses.Lokin said the MOA formalizes the delivery of essential and basic medicines and 
vaccines under PhilHealth’s Yaman ng Kalusugan (Yakap) program through the "Pambansang 
Botika" which was launched earlier this year by the three government agencies.The services 
would begin immediately upon signing in pursuant to the directive of President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. to bring health care services closer to every Filipino, said Lokin, whose agency is the 
only government-owned and controlled corporation (GOCC) that deals with the health aspect 
for the people.“We are concentrating on linking PPPI’s pharmacy services with the Yakap 
program of PhilHealth to provide comprehensive health care services as directed by our 
president,” she told reporters.Under the agreement, the PPPI — mandated to procure and 
distribute "quality and affordable medicines and vaccines as well as health care products" to 
both public and private sectors — will be the direct wholesale medicine supplier to Life Saver, 
ensuring the availability and continuity of the 75 essential medicines at the SSS Diliman 
branch.Lauding the initiative of PPPI in partnership with Benedicto’s Life Saver, de Claro said 
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services to SSS members, particularly pensioners, have been expanded.“Our pensioners may 
avail of free primary care services and free medicines when they visit our Diliman branch, as we 
also intend to open similar Pambansang Botika outlets at SSS’ bigger branches outside Metro 
Manila,” he told The Manila Times.While SSS pensioners and members are the primary 
beneficiaries at its Diliman branch, de Claro explained that Yakap services are also open to 
PhilHealth members.“The Pambansang Botika at SSS Diliman Branch would be open to all 
Filipinos. No one is turned away,” he said.Those who are not yet registered under the Yakap 
program may register on-site or through the eGovPh App, the PhilHealth portal or any 
PhilHealth office, said Bacaresa.A Yakap program beneficiary can receive P20,000 worth of 
essential doctor’s prescribed medicines every year, Bacaresa said.

• P12M worth of vehicles, quarry materials seized, 4 arrested in illegal quarrying ops 
(2026-03-12 13:56)

MANILA, Philippines —  Over P12 million worth of vehicles and quarry materials valued at 
P12,000,000.00 were seized during a crackdown on illegal quarrying in Laguindingan, Misamis 
Oriental on March 9 resulting in the arrest of four individuals, the Philippine National Police 
(PNP) said. The operation, led by the Task Force Kalikasan ug Kalinaw of Misamis Oriental in 
coordination with the Provincial Local Environment and Natural Resources Office (PLENRO) 
Misamis Oriental and the Laguindingan Municipal Police Station, resulted in the arrest of four 
male suspects identified by their aliases as “Nard,” “Rome,” “Arcos,” all from Bukidnon, 
and “Jo,” a resident of Laguindingan, Misamis Oriental. Confiscated were three dump trucks 
loaded with sand and gravel and one backhoe used for quarrying operations, carrying 16 cubic 
meters of sand and gravel, another 16 cubic meters of sand and gravel, and one cubic meter of 
gravel, totaling P12 million. The suspects are facing charges for violation of Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan Ordinance No. 4014-2017, and the case has been forwarded to PLENRO Misamis 
Oriental for proper disposition and further legal action.PNP Chief PGEN Jose Melencio C. 
Nartatez Jr. said, “Illegal quarrying threatens both the environment and local livelihoods. The 
PNP is committed to ensuring that all violations are addressed decisively and lawfully.”

• EU-Asean Business Council urges PH to showcase anti-illicit trade system (2026-03-12 
13:35)

MANILA, Philippines—Illicit trade is threatening Southeast Asia’s economic growth and 
sustainability goals, prompting the EU-Asean Business Council (EU-ABC) to urge the Philippines 
to use its Asean chairship to demonstrate stronger regional safeguards against smuggling and 
illegal commerce.In a report submitted to the Philippine government and the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations Secretariat, the Council called on Manila to showcase the Preboarded 
Technical Verification (PTV) mechanism as a model for coordinated enforcement across the 
region.The report, titled “Driving Asean Action Against Illicit Trade,” outlined a roadmap 
encouraging Asean members to adopt a “cooperation-first” approach in addressing illicit 
trade while integrating such measures into the bloc’s broader economic priorities.According 
to the Council, the Philippines is well positioned to lead regional efforts to secure trade 
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corridors increasingly vulnerable to organized illicit activity.By promoting policy coordination 
and regional collaboration, the country could help strengthen supply chains across Southeast 
Asia while ensuring that legitimate trade flows remain resilient and interconnected.The report 
cited recent Philippine reforms, including the Anti-Agricultural Economic Sabotage Law targeting 
large-scale smuggling, as well as verification systems such as the PTV mechanism designed to 
prevent non-compliant shipments from leaving exporting countries.It added that the 
Philippines’ chairship provides an opportunity to showcase domestic measures that curb 
diversion at the export stage. These include regulations requiring tobacco exports to carry the 
fiscal and regulatory markings of their destination markets under Republic Act 10643, which 
aims to prevent products from being redirected into illicit markets.The Council noted that 
enforcement remains critical to the success of these initiatives, and that the Philippines could 
use its leadership role to promote the exchange of practical enforcement strategies across 
Asean member states.The report said the chairship could also be used to strengthen customs 
cooperation mechanisms, improve risk-based border controls, and encourage data-driven 
systems that facilitate legitimate trade while deterring illegal activities.The Council tied its 
recommendations to Asean’s Priority Economic Deliverables, saying the proposals were meant 
to reinforce existing commitments rather than introduce new mandates.As the Philippines 
assumes the Asean chairship under the theme “Navigating Our Future Together,” the group 
said integrating anti-illicit trade measures into the bloc’s economic agenda would help 
safeguard regional markets.Chris Humphrey, executive director of EU-ABC, said the 2026 
chairship aims to strengthen regional trade and investment links while improving supply chain 
resilience and accelerating digital transformation.“Achieving these objectives requires not only 
deeper integration, but also stronger safeguards to ensure that trade remains secure, 
transparent, and rules-based,” Humphrey said.The Council said illicit trade drains public 
revenues and erodes confidence in supply chains across multiple sectors, including medicines, 
fuels, consumer goods, agricultural products, alcohol, and tobacco.Among the proposed 
solutions were stronger customs cooperation, adoption of artificial intelligence-driven risk 
management tools, and expanded use of digital traceability platforms such as the Asean Single 
Window.The recommendations aim to protect legitimate business activity while removing illicit 
operators from supply chains, the report said, adding that integrating such measures into the 
2026 regional agenda could bolster investor confidence and demonstrate Asean’s 
commitment to a secure and forward-looking economic environment.“By building on existing 
Asean mechanisms, promoting risk-based and trade-facilitative approaches, and strengthening 
cooperation with the private sector and dialogue partners, Asean can reinforce its commitment 
to a resilient, sustainable, and future-ready regional economy,” Humphrey said.The EU-ABC 
prepared the report following its business mission to Manila in 2025 and submitted it to key 
Philippine agencies, including the Department of Trade and Industry and the Department of 
Finance.Illicit tobacco trade remains a major concern in the region, costing Asean economies 
billions of pesos in lost tax revenues each year while supporting smuggling networks and 
organized crime.Sen. Win Gatchalian, chairman of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means, 
cited data from the Bureau of Internal Revenue showing that the Philippines lost an estimated 
P50 billion in 2024 due to illicit cigarette trade and the misdeclaration of vapor products.
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• Phoenix on Hidilyn's lifetime fuel supply: We fulfilled our commitment (2026-03-12 12:44)

MANILA, Philippines—Phoenix Petroleum maintained that it fulfilled its commitment with the 
country's first gold medalist, Hidilyn Diaz, by giving her P5 million and her supply of fuel, which 
was discussed online recently.In a statement, the company said Diaz was asked to share that 
she received the second year of her fuel donation online but she declined, having signed a 
contract with another petroleum company. She also stopped communicating with them."We 
fulfilled our commitments. As with many corporate donations, such arrangements are guided 
by conditions, including brand alignment. As circumstances changed and Ms. Diaz engaged with 
another fuel brand, the fuel donation arrangement could no longer continue under the same 
terms," the company said in a statement."It is therefore puzzling that, five years later, this 
matter has resurfaced online amid discussions about rising fuel prices, leading to misleading 
narratives and unfair criticism directed at Phoenix Petroleum. Despite the support we extended 
in good faith, the company is being unjustly vilified," it added.The company issued the 
statement after Diaz’s manager posted on social media that the lifetime fuel supply was not 
fulfilled."Had they reached out first, it could have been clarified privately and amicably," 
Phoenix Petroleum said."Phoenix Petroleum remains proud of the role we played in supporting 
our athletes during an important chapter of their journey. Lastly, our respect for Hidilyn Diaz 
and all Filipino athletes remains steadfast, and we are one with Filipinos in enduring the current 
difficulties we all face," they added.

• Pangilinan seeks guidelines on release of cash aid to farmers, fishermen (2026-03-12 
12:41)

MANILA, Philippines—Sen. Francis Pangilinan urged the Department of Agriculture (DA) to fast 
track the drafting of the implementing guidelines for the release of the P10 billion cash aid to 
farmers and fishermen.The chairman of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Food, and 
Agrarian Reform made the appeal amid the fuel price hike caused by the Middle East war.He 
said the P10 billion Presidential Assistance to Farmers and Fisherfolk fund is on top of the P75 
million that the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) can tap from its 2025 budget 
for the cash assistance to some 15,000 farmers and fisherfolk.“Can we also request the DA 
through the BFAR, to fast track the guidelines. We need this. It’s already March," Pangilinan 
said during the public hearing on several bills promoting the welfare of farmers and 
fisherfolks.“The price of crude oil is quite high, and it is anticipated to increase more. So, there 
is a need to expedite [the release of] this cash assistance,” he said in Filipino and 
English.Pangilinan lamented that the P3,000 initial cash assistance that will be given to the 
beneficiaries under the P75 million allocation would not be enough to cover the needs of the 
sector.He said that the continuous rise in fuel prices, which account for 80 percent of total 
fishing production costs, would lead to higher prices for fish and other seafood products.He 
vowed to find more ways to provide much-needed fuel subsidy for the affected sector.

• Palace declares March 20 a regular holiday in observance of Eid’l Fitr (2026-03-12 12:09)
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MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos has declared March 20 a regular holiday 
throughout the country in observance of Eid’l Fitr, Malacañang said on Thursday.The 
announcement was made as the chief executive joined members of the Muslim community and 
leaders from across the country at the Grand Iftar in the Palace, reaffirming the government’s 
respect for the traditions and contributions of Muslim Filipinos.The declaration recognizes the 
significance of Eid’l Fitr, which marks the end of the holy month of Ramadan, a period devoted 
to prayer, reflection, and fasting.

• House okays eBayad bill on 2nd reading (2026-03-12 11:55)

  MANILA, Philippines—The House of Representatives on Wednesday approved on second 
reading House Bill 8468 or the proposed eBayad Act."We are inching closer to mandate digital 
payments in all government transactions," House Majority Leader and Ilocos Norte 1st District 
Rep. Ferdinand Alexander Marcos said in a statement on Thursday."People's time should not be 
wasted on queues and back-and-forth transactions. Through the eBayad bill, we are building a 
government that delivers faster, cleaner, and more convenient transactions for ordinary 
Filipinos," Marcos said in Filipino and English.The bill aims to "institutionalize the use of safe 
and efficient digital payment systems in financial transactions of the government and 
merchants."Agencies covered by the bill would be "required to use safe, efficient and inclusive 
digital disbursement for payments of goods and services and other government outlays, 
including cash assistance, as well as the payment of salaries, wages, allowances and honoraria 
of employees across national agencies, government corporations, local government units, state 
universities and colleges, and local universities and colleges.Covered agencies would be 
required to offer the digital mode to collect "taxes, tolls, imposts and other revenues, including 
non-income collections and receipts" but cash mode would still be an option.  

• House okays Presidential Merit Scholarship Program bill (2026-03-12 11:51)

MANILA, Philippines—The House of Representatives on Wednesday approved on second 
reading House Bill 8477 which aimed to establish the Presidential Merit Scholarship 
Program.The bill, which institutionalizes the Bagong Pilipinas Merit Scholarship Program, is for "
academically gifted senior high school graduates pursuing priority degree programs aligned 
with national development needs," according to a statement from the office of Tingog Rep. Jude 
Acidre, the chairman of the House Committee on Higher and Technical Education.Under the bill, 
those eligible for the program are Filipino citizens who are in the top 1 percent of their 
graduating class or who achieve a weighted average that is at least 95 percent. Also, they should 
be from households with a yearly income not over P2 million.The Commission on Higher 
Education would administer the program."This program ensures that a student's brilliance is 
not dimmed by financial constraint, but supported and nurtured so it may serve the nation," 
Acidre said.  

• Frasco out as DOT chief, Palace confirms (2026-03-12 09:55)
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MANILA, Philippines — Malacañang on Thursday confirmed that Christina Garcia-Frasco has 
resigned as secretary of the Department of Tourism (DOT).She, however, will continue to serve 
in government as Presidential Adviser for Sustainable and Resilient Communities.“As many 
areas across the country face increasing climate-related hazards and disruptions that affect 
local economies and livelihoods, the President has tasked Secretary Frasco to take on this role 
to help strengthen the implementation and sustained follow-through of priority national 
initiatives at the community level,” Presidential Communications Office Undersecretary Claire 
Castro said in a statement.Undersecretary Verna Buensuceso will temporarily oversee affairs at 
the DOT as officer-in-charge.There were some reports that trade diplomat Dita Angara-Mathay 
would likely be the next tourism chief. She is currently the commercial counselor and special 
trade representative of the Philippines in Tokyo, Japan.“Secretary Frasco will transition from 
her role as Secretary of Tourism, where she led efforts to support tourism enterprises and 
livelihoods and to deepen partnerships with local governments nationwide,” Castro said.“The 
President expressed his appreciation for her service at the Department of Tourism and 
conveyed his confidence that her experience working closely with local governments and 
communities will continue to support the Administration's priorities,” she added.

• Marcos certifies as urgent bill granting him emergency powers to reduce excise tax on fuel 
(2026-03-12 09:33)

MANILA, Philippines—President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Thursday certified as urgent House Bill 
8418 which would grant him emergency powers to suspend or reduce excise taxes on 
petroleum products.Executive Secretary Ralph Recto, by authority of the president, transmitted 
a letter to Speaker Faustino “Bodjie” Dy 3rd stating the “necessity of the immediate 
enactment” of the proposed law.HB 8418 seeks to give Marcos the power to suspend or 
reduce excise taxes on petroleum during national or global emergencies not longer than six 
months. It likewise authorizes the government to address the “extraordinary fuel price 
volatility and stabilize domestic fuel prices during the period of severe economic 
disruptions.”As prescribed in the 2017 Tax Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion (Train) Law, 
the Philippines imposes an excise tax of P10 per liter on gasoline, P6 per liter on diesel and P5 
per liter on kerosene.Under the Constitution, certifying a bill as urgent allows Congress to 
bypass the usual requirement of three separate readings on different days, enabling lawmakers 
to accelerate the passage of legislation deemed critical.The war in the Middle East caused pump 
prices to spike this week. Last Tuesday saw a double digit rise with gasoline prices up by as 
much as P10.20 a liter, diesel by as much as P24.25 a liter, and kerosene by as much as P38.50 a 
liter.

• P143 million shabu seized in Quezon City buy bust (2026-03-12 09:09)

MANILA, Philippines—About 21 kilograms of suspected shabu worth P142,800,000 were seized 
during a buy-bust operation on March 11 in Quezon City.Operatives from the Philippine Drug 
Enforcement Agency and the Philippine National Police (PNP) arrested two men.Charges for 
Violation of Sections 5 and 11, Article II of Republic Act 9165 or the Comprehensive Dangerous 
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Drugs Act of 2002 will be filed against them before the Quezon City Prosecutor’s Office.PNP 
chief Gen. Jose Melencio Nartatez Jr. commended the operatives for the successful operation 
and emphasized the importance of sustained anti-drug enforcement.“This operation removed 
a significant volume of illegal drugs that could have circulated in our communities. The 
Philippine National Police remains relentless in dismantling drug distribution networks that 
threaten public safety,” Nartatez said.  

• Govt has enough funds for Middle East crisis response - Palace (2026-03-12 08:29)

MANILA, Philippines — Malacañang on Thursday assured the public that the government has 
enough funds to respond to the economic impact of the war in the Middle East.Palace Press 
Officer Claire Castro said the government does not need to borrow from international lending 
institutions to support its response to the global oil price spike triggered by the war."As of now, 
nothing has been mentioned about that. We spoke with and asked Department of Finance 
Secretary (Frederick) Go about it. At present, there are no plans," Castro told reporters. "As of 
now, borrowing has not yet been considered," she added.  

• Lacson pushes heavier penalties vs espionage (2026-03-12 08:20)

MANILA, Philippines — Sen. Panfilo Lacson said recent reports on alleged foreign espionage 
targeting the Philippines' state secrets underscore the need for stricter penalties.The senator on 
Thursday said he filed a bill to address the issue in July last year. But the measure is still 
pending at the Committee on National Defense and Security, Peace, Unification and 
Reconciliation.He filed Senate Bill (SB) 33 which seeks to strengthen and modernize 
anti-espionage laws by increasing penalties and covering new technologies."It was one of the 
first bills I filed in the 20th Congress, to update our anti-espionage law. Our current law is a 
Commonwealth Act dating back to 1941, whose penalties are too light," Lacson said."So I say we 
need to strengthen the law to address modern-day threats. Our world has changed, and spying 
is detrimental to our national security," he said in English and Filipino in a radio interview.SB 33 
seeks to mete life imprisonment without parole and fines ranging from P5 million to P20 million 
to those who engage and conspire to engage in espionage and interference in the country’s 
internal affairs – including those who aid and abet them.Lacson said that other countries 
impose much harsher penalties on espionage, including execution in China.Last week, the 
National Security Council confirmed that three Filipinos were detained over alleged espionage 
activities believed to be linked to foreign intelligence operations in the Philippines. The suspects 
have confessed and are cooperating with authorities, Navy Rear Admiral Roy Vincent Trinidad 
said.Officials also revealed that the individuals were recruited through covert channels and 
used digital platforms to relay information.  

• Palace declines to confirm reports that Frasco has resigned (2026-03-12 07:39)

MANILA, Philippines—Malacañang on Thursday declined to confirm reports that Tourism 
Secretary Christina Frasco has resigned.In a press briefing, Presidential Communications Office 
Undersecretary Claire Castro said she has yet to receive instructions regarding making an 
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announcement on the reported leadership change.“Maybe yes, maybe no. We will make an 
announcement tomorrow,” Castro said in Filipino. “I can't give any details right now. I haven't 
been given the paper yet, if ever there is one. Once there is an announcement that needs to be 
made, I will give it to you immediately,” she told reporters.Online buzz has pointed to career 
trade diplomat Dita Angara-Mathay as Frasco’s replacement. She is currently the commercial 
counselor and special trade representative of the Philippines in Tokyo, Japan.Talks have been 
rife that Frasco would leave the Cabinet over her perceived self-promotion instead of promoting 
the Philippines on the global stage and the lagging numbers of tourist arrivals as compared to 
the country’s neighbors in Southeast Asia, among others.

• More Filipinos flee conflict, arrive in Manila (2026-03-12 05:24)

MANILA, Philippines—The Department of Migrant Workers (DMW) announced that several 
Filipinos from Qatar, Israel, and the United Arab Emirates have returned to the country amid 
the ongoing conflict in the Middle East.On Wednesday afternoon, 20 Filipino workers from 
Qatar arrived at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) Terminal 3.At 9 p.m., the first 
batch of Filipinos arrived at NAIA Terminal 1 from Israel. They traveled there from Cairo, Egypt 
via Muscat, Oman, through the cooperation of the Philippine Embassy, DMW, the Migrant 
Workers Office in Israel and the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration.Not long after, 25 
Filipinos and one dependent from Dubai arrived in the country via Emirates Airlines flight EK 
334.

• DOLE expands access to livelihood and emergency employment (2026-03-12 03:34)

MANILA, Philippines—More vulnerable Filipino workers are expected to gain access to 
livelihood support, skills training, and emergency jobs after the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) updated the guidelines for its Kabuhayan and Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa 
Ating Disadvantaged Workers (Tupad) programs.Labor Secretary Bienvenido Laguesma 
introduced the changes through Department Order (DO) 239-B, Series of 2026, which amends 
the earlier guidelines under DO 239-2 governing the Integrated Livelihood and Emergency 
Employment Program.The update supports the administration’s efforts to broaden Filipinos’ 
access to livelihood and job opportunities.Under the new guidelines, beneficiaries will be linked 
to skills training and job opportunities to help them transition to more sustainable sources of 
income.Coverage has also been expanded to include guardians of child laborers and 
micro-entrepreneurs who have undergone DOLE Technical and Advisory Visits.Other 
beneficiaries include indigenous peoples, Tesda graduates, workers from micro-establishments 
who completed productivity improvement training, and labor organizations under the Workers 
Organization Development Program.The guidelines also clarify that only one eligible member 
per family may avail of Tupad assistance per year, except during natural or human-induced 
calamities. Pregnant beneficiaries and persons with disabilities must submit certification of 
fitness to work.Wages will be released through remittance centers, digital payment platforms, 
or authorized paymasters, with direct payouts allowed only in areas without access to these 
channels.  
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• ‘Weak’ amihan continues to prevail over Luzon, Visayas (2026-03-12 01:24)

MANILA, Philippines—The northeast monsoon or amihan prevails in Luzon including Metro 
Manila and the Visayas but the cool and dry winds it brings were no longer that strong, the 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) said on 
Thursday.Weather specialist Loriedin Dela Cruz-Galicia said the tropical storm with international 
name Nuri was unlikely to enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR).Estimated to be 
some 1, 415 kilometers east of Eastern Visayas, “Nuri” would not directly affect the weather 
conditions in the country but its trough or extension would bring cloudy skies with scattered 
rains and thunderstorms over Dinagat Islands and Surigao del Norte, she said.She said Batanes 
and Babuyan Islands have been experiencing overcast skies with rains due to the northeast 
monsoon, which is also affecting the rest of Cagayan Valley, Aurora, Apayao, and Kalinga where 
cloudy skies with light rains would prevail in 24 hours.The rest of Mindanao, Eastern Samar, 
Leyte, and Southern Leyte would likely have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain 
showers or thunderstorms due to the localized thunderstorms, Pagasa said.  

• Tree kills rider in Muntinlupa (2026-03-12 01:17)

MANILA, Philippines — A motorcycle rider died after a large tree along the national road in 
Putatan village, Muntinlupa City fell, hitting several vehicles and disrupting traffic near the city 
hall late Wednesday night.The incident, which happened in front of a restaurant, forced the 
temporary closure of a section of the road, according to the Muntinlupa City Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Office (MDRRMO).Initial reports said the rider was pinned beneath 
the tree when it collapsed. Rescuers rushed him to the Muntinlupa City Medical 
Center.MDRRMO head Dr. Erwin Alfonso said the victim suffered severe chest injuries after 
being directly struck by the tree, which also damaged a vehicle, a truck and another 
motorcycle.City disaster responders and other personnel immediately conducted clearing 
operations to restore traffic flow along the busy road.

• Magnitude 5.0 earthquake rocks Surigao del Sur (2026-03-12 01:11)

MANILA, Philippines — A magnitude 5.0 earthquake shook the province of Surigao del Sur on 
Thursday morning, the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (Phivolcs) 
said.Phivolcs director Teresito Bacolcol said the tremor happened at 8:06 a.m. some 40 
kilometers (kms) northeast of Marihatag.Tectonic in origin, the quake had a depth of 10 kms, 
Phivolcs said.Although damage to infrastructure was unlikely, Bacolcol said aftershocks were 
expected.  

• Marcos back in PH after working visit to US (2026-03-12 01:02)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. returned to Manila late Wednesday night 
from what he described as a "very productive" working visit to the United States. The plane 
carrying Marcos, first lady Liza Araneta-Marcos and the rest of the Philippine delegation landed 
at Villamor Airbase in Pasay City at 11:29 p.m.“I am happy to report that the outcomes of this 
visit call for peace amidst tensions in the Middle East and other parts of the world, and of 
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course, to campaign for our UN Security Council candidature,” Marcos said.On Monday, the 
President said he delivered the Philippine National Statement at the 70th session of the 
Commission on the Status of Women, where he shared that the nation's true progress is 
measured by the status and empowerment of its women.Marcos also had “very good” 
discussions with the United Nations Secretary-General, António Guterres, conveying the 
Philippines' enduring commitment to the UN and multilateralism.In his address at the special 
session of the UN General Assembly, the President stressed the importance of the rule of law, 
multilateralism, and the peaceful settlement of disputes.Marcos also pushed the Philippines' 
request for a candidature for a non-permanent seat on the UN Security Council for the term 
2027 to 2028, highlighting that the Philippines could give voice to the Indo-Pacific, including 
developing countries, climate-vulnerable nations, and middle-income countries.On the sidelines 
of the visit, the President said he met with business leaders and investors, among them officials 
of the US Medical Glove company to discuss their plans to build a manufacturing facility in the 
country. If realized, the project could create more than 2,000 jobs in the Philippines, he said. 
Marcos also met with senior leaders at J.P. Morgan to discuss ongoing economic cooperation 
and the global issues affecting financial markets.The conversation covered heightened 
geopolitical tensions and their impact on global oil prices, as well as the broader implications 
for both advanced and emerging nations.“Our engagements in the UN and other multilateral 
fora complement our efforts to enrich bilateral relations with countries around the world. We 
do as well want to enhance regional solidarity, chiefly through Asean," Marcos said.  

• PUV drivers to get P5,000 fuel subsidy (2026-03-11 16:16)

PUBLIC utility vehicle (PUV) drivers in Metro Manila will receive a P5,000 fuel subsidy from the 
government beginning Tuesday, March 17, the Palace announced on Wednesday as authorities 
moved to cushion the impact of a sharp rise in oil prices triggered by war in the Middle East.The 
subsidy will be implemented across the country shortly after that, officials said.The 
announcement was made after Executive Secretary Ralph Recto met with Metro Manila mayors 
and the heads of various departments and agencies.“As mayors, you are the ones who know 
best the real situation and the number of tricycle and jeepney drivers in your cities,” Recto 
said in Filipino. “That is why our cooperation is important. With good coordination and 
simultaneous action, we can deliver assistance faster to every driver in need.” San Juan Mayor 
Francis Zamora, who was at the Palace meeting, said another round of cash aid would be 
distributed if the crisis persists.Transportation Secretary Giovanni Lopez said the Department of 
Transportation (DOTr) has been coordinating with the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD) and local government units for the rollout of the subsidy.Lopez said 
tricycle drivers in Metro Manila would be the first to receive the assistance, followed by drivers 
of jeepneys, taxis, transport network vehicle service units and buses.The DOTr and DSWD are 
also working with the Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB), the 
Department of Information and Communications Technology, and the Department of the 
Interior and Local Government to validate the list of beneficiaries.Social Welfare Secretary Rex 
Gatchalian said drivers in the provinces would also receive assistance once the program is 
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rolled out in Metro Manila.“We will just kick it off in Metro Manila, but the payouts will quickly 
follow in other areas. One after the other, these will happen because the DSWD has nationwide 
offices that can conduct simultaneous payouts,” Gatchalian said.The cash aid, amounting to 
P5,000 per beneficiary, will be released under the agency’s Assistance to Individuals in Crisis 
Situations program, which has a budget of P62 billion.Gatchalian said at this point, they 
consider public utility drivers to be individuals in crisis situations because their jobs have been 
affected.Meanwhile, Lopez said he had also spoken with toll operators about granting discounts 
to Class 3 vehicles, such as buses and trucks, to help reduce operating costs amid the continued 
rise in diesel and gasoline prices.He said the proposed discounts could allow bus operators to 
save between P5 and P7 per liter, which could translate to about P7,000 in savings for every 100 
liters of fuel consumed.“These are some of the noncash interventions and other measures 
being implemented by the national government,” the transport chief said.Lopez also 
confirmed that fare increases for some public transportation modes are being considered to 
help drivers and operators cope with higher fuel costs. However, the Land Transportation 
Franchising and Regulatory Board is still studying how much the increase would be.He said 
LTFRB Chairman Vigor Mendoza II was expected to complete the review of fare hike petitions 
within the week.“I told the LTFRB to carefully study their initial recommendation because we 
have to treat this very carefully and with an abundance of caution. Instead of helping the 
majority, we might end up worsening the situation,” Lopez said.The DOTr is also studying, 
together with the Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines, the possible reduction of aircraft 
landing and takeoff fees ahead of Holy Week, when a surge of passengers traveling to the 
provinces is expected.The Palace also announced on Wednesday that the president has asked 
local chief executives nationwide to use their Local Government Support Fund (LGSF) to ease 
the burden on vulnerable sectors affected by the war in the Middle East.The Presidential 
Communications Office (PCO) said Marcos issued the call as part of the national government’s 
efforts to cushion the possible economic and social impact of the crisis, particularly on families 
of overseas Filipino workers (OFWs).“Under the instruction, local government units (LGUs) may 
use the LGSF to assist communities affected by international crises, including families of OFWs 
impacted by the Middle East conflict, through financial aid, social services and emergency 
response programs,” the PCO said.The LGSF is a national government fund transferred to 
provinces, cities, municipalities and barangay to finance priority development programs and 
urgent local needs.In the 2026 national budget, the LGSF allocation was about P57.88 billion to 
support projects and programs of LGUs nationwide.The fund provides financial assistance and 
flexibility, enabling local governments to implement programs that address local economic and 
social concerns.While the LGSF is usually used for development projects, LGUs may redirect or 
prioritize programs to help OFWs and their families affected by overseas conflicts.Among the 
possible assistance programs are emergency financial aid for returning OFWs, financial support 
for families whose income was disrupted and subsidies for displaced workers.Metro Manila 
mayors, including Francisco “Isko Moreno” Domagoso of Manila and Zamora of San Juan, 
joined Lopez and Gatchalian in a press conference in Malacañang on Wednesday to discuss the 
government’s preparations.Domagoso thanked the president for increasing the LGSF 
allocation, saying the move would help local governments respond quickly to the needs of 
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affected families.Also present at the briefing were the mayors of Pasay, Las Piñas, 
Mandaluyong, Valenzuela, Pateros and Malabon.Marcos earlier announced several government 
measures to alleviate the impact of the expected surge in fuel prices triggered by the ongoing 
crisis in the Middle East, including possible tax adjustments on petroleum products, fuel 
subsidies and energy-saving steps across government offices.In other developments:– President 
Marcos said he intends to certify as urgent a bill that would grant him emergency powers to 
reduce excise taxes once global oil prices reach a specific threshold. The House of 
Representatives on Wednesday started tackling at the plenary level its version of the bill. House 
Bill 8418 was referred to the plenary on Tuesday evening after the House Committee on Ways 
and Means approved the measure earlier that day.– Sen. Erwin Tulfo on Wednesday called for 
swift government action to cushion the impact of rising global oil prices, proposing the 
automatic suspension of fuel taxes once crude prices breach a set threshold. During a hearing 
of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means on March 11, Tulfo said the Philippines must 
prepare for the economic impact of escalating tensions in the Middle East, particularly the 
intensifying hostilities between Israel and Iran.– Sen. Sherwin Gatchalian urged the government 
to expedite the transition to electric vehicles (EVs) in the Philippines, warning that the nation is 
significantly vulnerable to global oil price fluctuations. “The ongoing hostilities in the Middle 
East should serve as a wake-up call. We desperately need to reduce the country’s vulnerability 
to oil price volatility. Filipinos have repeatedly borne the brunt of rising oil prices,” Gatchalian 
said in a statement. “Accelerating our transition to the adoption of EVs would help insulate the 
local economy from fuel shocks,” he added.WITH REINA TOLENTINO AND JAVIER JOE ISMAEL

• ‘Cost of govt infrastructure will go up’ (2026-03-11 16:13)

THE cost of government infrastructure projects will rise significantly as the war in the Middle 
East drives up oil prices worldwide, the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) said 
Wednesday.Public Works Secretary Vince Dizon said on Wednesday the rising oil prices would 
have an inevitable domino effect on construction, because almost everything from equipment 
to materials is dependent on fuel.“Our projects that need to be completed — such as roads, 
bridges and other infrastructure — are highly dependent on fuel, especially for operating heavy 
equipment,” Dizon said.“Higher oil prices could also increase the cost of essential 
construction materials such as steel, cement and asphalt, which are often affected by 
fluctuations in global energy prices and transportation costs,” he added.Crude oil prices have 
climbed to about $120 per barrel, driving up the cost of gasoline, diesel and kerosene in recent 
days.Despite the possible cost pressures, Dizon assured the public that the government has 
mechanisms in place to manage price increases and ensure that infrastructure projects 
continue without major disruptions.He said infrastructure contracts already include price 
escalation clauses and variation orders, which allow project costs to be adjusted when there are 
unexpected increases in the prices of fuel or construction materials.“Prices can be adjusted or 
variation orders can be issued when implementing new projects this 2026,” Dizon said, but 
added that such measures must be applied properly and should not be abused.Under his 
watch, Dizon said, the DPWH will implement only quality projects, using the right specifications 
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of materials at the right price, he said.“That’s possible — the price can be right, it can be fast, 
it can be quality,” Dizon said.President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has directed government agencies 
to continue pursuing infrastructure development despite global economic uncertainties and 
geopolitical tensions, he said.The DPWH is also processing payments to contractors for 
completed project milestones even stressed that the release of funds depends on cash 
allocations from the Department of Budget and Management (DBM).Dizon said only about half 
of the expected payments for some projects have been released during the first quarter of the 
year as the agency awaits additional cash releases from the DBM.But Dizon assured contractors 
that once the funds are released and project accomplishments are verified, payments will 
proceed without delay.  

• Marcos confirms Zaldy Co in Portugal (2026-03-11 16:12)

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said the government is working with Portuguese authorities to 
facilitate the return of former lawmaker and fugitive Elizaldy “Zaldy” Co to the Philippines.In 
a media interview in New York on Tuesday, Marcos said the Philippine government has filed a 
request for a Red Notice from the International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol) to trace 
Co’s movements.“You cannot bring him home because that is not the way it works. We have 
to ask the assistance of the country where he is in, which is presently Portugal. So, that’s what 
we have done,” Marcos told reporters before returning to Manila.The president said the 
Philippine National Police has no jurisdiction over Portugal, but said the host country should 
assist Philippine authorities in locating Co.“We already requested a Red Notice before the 
Interpol and we continue to coordinate with Portuguese authorities so he can be brought 
home,” Marcos said.“That’s the process. You do not send your own police to go and pick 
him up because our police officers have no jurisdiction over other countries. So, they cannot 
arrest anyone,” he added.A Red Notice is a request to law enforcement worldwide to locate 
and provisionally arrest a person pending extradition, surrender or similar legal action.It is 
based on an arrest warrant or court order issued by the judicial authorities in the requesting 
country.In November 2025, arrest warrants were issued against Co and others, including 
officials of the Department of Public Works and Highways, and directors of Sunwest Corp., over 
alleged anomalous flood control projects.The Ombudsman earlier filed corruption and 
malversation of public funds charges against Co and others with the Sandiganbayan in 
connection with the alleged anomalous P289-million flood control project in Oriental 
Mindoro.Co, formerly the House appropriations committee chairman, has denied the 
allegations but fled the country in August 2025, and has since accused the president and his 
cousin, former speaker Martin Romualdez, of accepting billions in bribes.No record of flight to 
IlocosThe National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) said Wednesday it has found no evidence that 
one of Co’s former bodyguards, an ex-Marine, had delivered money to the president’s 
residence in Ilocos Norte.NBI Director Melvin Matibag said on Wednesday the agency 
subpoenaed an air taxi company to inspect its flight logs after claims that Sgt. Belnard Tubid 
and Co traveled to Ilocos Norte in 2025 to deliver bribes to the presidential 
household.“Neither Zaldy Co nor Sergeant Tubid appears in the air taxi’s flight logs. It is clear 
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that Sergeant Tubid’s statement about delivering money to President Marcos’ residence is 
false,” Matibag said.He added that the air taxi company confirmed that even with court 
resolutions and notarized documents covering 2023 to 2025, no flights were recorded for the 
individuals on any chartered aircraft.Drawing from his experience as former general manager 
of Manila International Airport, Matibag emphasized the reliability of flight records.“Whether 
it’s a helicopter or a private plane, all passenger names are strictly recorded. These records 
cannot disappear,” he said, noting that the NBI review casts serious doubt on the 
allegations.In a parallel development, the NBI subpoenaed Bishop Efraim Tendero, ambassador 
for the World Evangelical Alliance, in connection with his role as a witness in an affidavit 
submitted by the alleged ex-Marines. The affidavit, notarized by lawyer Charlie Pascual, is 
reportedly connected to the law firm of Levi Baligod.“Pastor Tendero is also considered a 
person of interest. We issued a subpoena for him, and he appeared before us, providing 
photographs and video recordings related to the notarization at the office,” Matibag said. He 
added that the NBI is verifying whether the notarization was indeed conducted in Las Piñas, as 
claimed, given that Baligod’s office is in Makati and the press conference linked to the affidavit 
took place in San Juan.Matibag noted that while joint affidavits are common legal instruments, 
the document in question contains serious allegations affecting multiple individuals and 
matters of national interest. The investigation has also uncovered connections between Pascual 
and Baligod, including social media interactions tied to former representative Mike 
Defensor.“These networks and relationships are important in our investigation,” Matibag 
said, emphasizing that the NBI’s primary focus remains on the verification of facts and witness 
statements.103 bodyguardsMatibag also said a retired general recruited 103 individuals, 
including 18 alleged former Marines, who served as security aides of Co.“There are 103 
bodyguards assigned to Zaldy Co. There is a retired general who recruited them, and we have 
already identified him,” Matibag said.Matibag said lawyer Levi Baligod, counsel of the 18 
alleged former Marines, confirmed that the men were assigned as bodyguards to Co and were 
initially hired for a two-year period. Their employment, however, ended abruptly after Co went 
missing.As a result, the security personnel — including those claiming to be former Marines — 
were left without work or pay.“These bodyguards, including the retired Marines, no longer 
received their salaries and lost their jobs,” Matibag said.The NBI chief added that investigators 
are examining whether the group’s financial difficulties may have influenced their decision to 
execute sworn statements.“One angle we are looking at is that these people no longer have a 
livelihood. They may have agreed to execute statements because they need compensation,” 
Matibag said.Authorities are also ensuring that those who executed affidavits were not 
subjected to threats or intimidation in providing their testimonies.The NBI said its investigation 
into the matter is ongoing.

• ICC prosecutors question role of 6 Filipino lawyers (2026-03-11 16:11)

PROSECUTORS from the International Criminal Court (ICC) have asked judges to order the 
defense team of former president Rodrigo Duterte to clarify the status of six Filipino lawyers 
who have been publicly associated with his case, citing concerns over witness protection and 
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the integrity of confidential proceedings.In a filing made public on Wednesday, the Office of the 
Prosecutor (OTP) expressed alarm over public statements made by Duterte’s lead defense 
counsel during last month’s confirmation of charges hearing.The defense team introduced 
Salvador Medialdea, Salvador Panelo, Martin Delgra, Silvestre Bello, Alfredo Lim and Cesar 
Dulay as supporters seated in the gallery.According to the prosecution, subsequent media 
interviews suggested the involvement runs deeper.The defense counsel was quoted as saying 
that two of the lawyers had been “working with [us] all along,” while another, Panelo, 
reportedly indicated that the team was set to meet with the “Filipino legal team” to discuss 
strategies.The prosecution argued that these statements have created a public impression that 
the six lawyers are formal members of the defense team before the ICC.This ambiguity, the OTP 
argued, poses a significant problem for prosecutors who are legally obligated under Article 68 
of the Rome Statute to protect victims and witnesses.“The prosecution has a duty to take 
appropriate measures to protect the safety, physical and psychological well-being, dignity and 
privacy of victims and witnesses,” the filing said. “This includes knowing which individuals 
work for Mr. Duterte’s defense team, as these individuals have access to highly sensitive 
confidential information.” The OTP noted that the named individuals have deep ties to the 
former president, having worked on his presidential campaign and held high-level positions in 
his administration during the period in which the alleged crimes took place.The prosecution 
stated it requires clarification to conduct thorough risk assessments and potentially oppose 
their formal appointment if necessary.Prosecutors claimed they attempted to resolve the 
matter privately, stating that defense counsel informally advised them that the six men are not 
team members.However, the OTP argued this representation is inconsistent with the lawyers’ 
public statements. After defense counsel reportedly refused to clarify the matter on the public 
record, the prosecution escalated the issue to the chamber.‘Serious reminder’Meanwhile, on 
the anniversary of the arrest of her father, Vice President Sara Duterte said his “extraordinary 
rendition or kidnapping” served as a “serious reminder.” In March 2025, the former 
president was brought to the Netherlands after his arrest based on a warrant from the ICC, 
which had investigated him in connection with the drug war that was carried out during his 
presidency.Vice President Duterte said in a statement on Wednesday that the “extraordinary 
rendition or kidnapping” of former president Duterte “is a serious reminder that the law 
should not be used as a weapon for politics or personal interest.” Another Duterte supporter, 
Sen. Robinhood Padilla, on Wednesday called on the Supreme Court of the Philippines to act 
swiftly on pending petitions questioning the legality of the arrest and detention of the former 
president at the ICC.

• Razon leads 15 Filipinos on Forbes billionaires list (2026-03-11 16:10)

FIFTEEN Filipinos have earned spots on the Forbes 2026 World’s Billionaires List, highlighting 
the country’s continued presence among the world’s wealthiest individuals.The list, which 
features a record 3,428 billionaires worldwide with a combined estimated wealth of over $20 
trillion, includes Filipino business leaders from diverse industries, including logistics, property, 
retail, education, and food and beverage.Topping the Filipino roster is Enrique Razon Jr., 
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chairman of International Container Terminal Services Inc. and major stakeholder in 
Bloomberry Resorts Corp., who ranks 175th globally with an estimated net worth of $16.5 
billion, making him the highest placed Filipino this year.Following Razon are 14 other 
Filipinos.The list includes Ramon Ang, president and chief executive officer of Top Frontier 
Investment Holdings Inc., the largest shareholder of San Miguel Corp., ranked 1,189th with a 
net worth of $3.6 billion; Lucio Tan, founder and chairman of the LT Group conglomerate, 
ranked 1,223rd with $3.5 billion; and Manuel Villar Jr., chairman of Vista Land & Lifescapes, 
ranked 1,376th with $3.1 billion.Henry Sy Jr., co-vice chairman of SM Investments, was ranked 
1,676th with $2.5 billion, while Hans Sy and Herbert Sy both ranked 2,274th with $1.8 billion 
each.Harley Sy and Andrew Tan were ranked 2,386th, each with $1.7 billion, while Lucio Co and 
Teresita Sy Coson were ranked 2,481st with $1.6 billion each.Elizabeth Sy and Susan Co were 
ranked 2,600th, each with $1.5 billion.Tony Tan Caktiong, founder and chairman of Jollibee 
Foods Corp., was ranked 3,185th with $1.1 billion, while Eusebio Tanco rounded out the list at 
3,332nd with $1.0 billion.The composition of this group highlights both the enduring influence 
of family conglomerates, such as the Sy Group, and the success of entrepreneurial ventures 
across the Philippines, reflecting the country’s growing footprint in the global wealth 
landscape.

• US medical company investing $200M in PH (2026-03-11 16:09)

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said a United States-based medical glove company has 
pledged to invest $200 million to build a manufacturing facility in the Philippines.​In a media 
interview in New York City on Tuesday, Marcos said the US Medical Glove Co. (USMGC) has sent 
representatives to the Philippines to begin preparations for building its first plant and 
expanding operations further.​”The prospective amount is $200 million in the beginning,” 
Marcos told reporters before returning to Manila.​”They have already started it. They sent 
representatives to the Philippines. They’re already starting to build their first plant, and they 
even want to expand. They already have found the local partner,” he added.​Marcos met with 
officials of USMGC on the sidelines of his United Nations engagements in New York City on 
Monday.​The president said the project would create over 2,000 jobs and pave the way for the 
local production of essential medical supplies. He said the initial phase would involve a smaller 
investment, but discussions are already under way for a much larger expansion once 
operations begin.​Once operational, the president said the facility would help ensure a stable 
domestic supply for various sectors.​”This is going to be to our advantage; we will have a supply 
not only for our health care workers but also for the military and others who need it,” he 
said.​Marcos said the government was open to exploring more opportunities if the 
manufacturing venture performs well. He also said USMGC wanted to expedite the construction 
of the facility.“The construction of this kind of facility is actually quick. They said that once the 
building is completed, and once their machinery arrives, they can start the process within 48 
hours,” Marcos said.​USMGC is the leading American manufacturer of nitrile and polyisoprene 
surgical and exam gloves, headquartered in a 1.8-million-square-foot facility in Harvard, Illinois. 
It has 10 nitrile-glove production lines in operation and produces over 2 billion gloves annually. 
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The company uses eco-friendly, energy-efficient machines that are 90 percent lighter than 
conventional machines and recycles 100 percent of production water.Meanwhile, Marcos said 
his administration was committed to improving the country’s investment climate and making 
it easier for companies to do business. This comes as he invited American investors to explore 
opportunities in the Philippines, saying the country is open for business.”We are ready to work 
with you. The Philippines is open — and I mean that not as a slogan, but as a commitment from 
my administration,” the president said during a dinner reception hosted by LT Group Inc. in 
New York.​”We have been working hard to improve our investment climate, cut red tape, make 
it easier to do business and build something lasting in our country. We are also at a moment of 
real opportunity,” he added.​Marcos said shifting global supply chains have created new 
opportunities for countries like the Philippines as companies diversify production beyond a 
single location. He said the Philippines offers advantages such as a skilled and English-speaking 
workforce, improved infrastructure, and one of the youngest and fastest-growing populations in 
Asia.​”We have a government that is actively investing in industrial zones and manufacturing 
corridors, and that is serious about making the Philippines a reliable node in global supply 
chains,” he said.​The president said opportunities exist across multiple sectors, including 
electronics, aerospace components, medical device manufacturing, food processing and other 
high-value manufacturing industries.​Marcos also highlighted opportunities in financial services, 
noting that a large portion of the Philippine population remains underserved by traditional 
banking. He said the rapid expansion of fintech, digital payments, microfinance and 
mass-market insurance products makes the sector ripe for innovation and investment.​The 
government is working to deepen the country’s capital markets and attract global technology 
firms, data center operators and hyperscalers as the digital economy continues to expand, 
Marcos said.​”We are not waiting to be discovered. We are making the case, actively and 
deliberately, that the Philippines is where you want to be,” he added.​Those who attended the 
reception included members of the US-Philippines Society, the US-Asean Business Council and 
the Philippine-American Chamber of Commerce, as well as US businessmen and the Philippine 
business delegation.

• PH urges law-based South China Sea Code (2026-03-11 16:08)

FOREIGN Affairs Secretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro said the Philippines has always advocated that 
the formulation of the Code of Conduct (COC) in the South China Sea (SCS) should be consistent 
with international law and effectively govern behavior at sea.​Lazaro referred to the 1982 United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (Unclos), which defines and codifies the standards 
and principles of international maritime law.​The Philippines, as chairman of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations in 2026, is working overtime to finalize the COC, which will govern the 
actions of concerned parties in the SCS to maintain peace, stability and economic growth in the 
region.​The atolls, islets and other features in the SCS are claimed in whole by China and in part 
by Asean member states Brunei, Malaysia, Vietnam and the Philippines. Taiwan also has a stake 
in the Spratly Islands in the SCS.​In a statement on Wednesday, Lazaro said the Philippines has 
also advocated that the COC should “not carve out a special regime” and “not diminish the 
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rights and interests of third-party states.” ​She issued the statement in reaction to remarks by 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi concerning the situation in the SCS and the consultation on 
the completion of the COC this year.​Wang said China is hoping that as this year’s Asean  
chairman, the Philippines will “recognize and fulfill its responsibility, resist the pull of 
self-interest and play a positive role for peace and stability in the region.” ​The Department of 
Foreign Affairs (DFA) chief said that as Asean chairman in 2026, the Philippines approached this 
issue “with a clear sense of responsibility to the region and to the international community.” 
​”As such, the Philippines is committed to ensuring that the South China Sea remains a sea of 
peace, stability and cooperation,” the DFA chief said.​”Likewise, lasting peace and stability in 
the South China Sea requires all countries, whether big or small, to meet their obligations and 
responsibilities under international law, particularly Unclos,” Lazaro said.​”Countries have to 
exercise self-restraint and avoid actions that could complicate the situation or increase tensions 
at sea,” she added.​The Philippines, she said, “is committed to working constructively with all 
Asean member states and China to conclude an effective, substantive and legally binding COC 
within the year in line with the agreed guidelines.” ​Guided by the theme “Navigating Our 
Future, Together,” the Philippines is “committed to take credible, professional and steady 
stewardship of the Asean chairship this year as we seek collective solutions to regional 
concerns, including in the maritime domain,” she said.​”To this end, we welcome practical 
cooperation among all Asean member countries and China in essential areas such as maritime 
safety, marine environmental protection, search and rescue, and the well-being of seafarers, as 
well as in upholding freedom of navigation and overflight,” Lazaro said.​The Philippines “will 
firmly uphold Asean unity and centrality in addressing regional maritime issues, even as we are 
unequivocal in protecting our sovereignty, sovereign rights and jurisdiction,” she added.  

• PH, US to boost defense ties for 'stable, secure' Indo-Pacific (2026-03-11 16:07)

THE Philippines and the US have agreed to boost their defense cooperation to ensure a stable 
and secure Indo-Pacific region.The commitment was made during President Ferdinand Marcos 
Jr.'s meeting with US Undersecretary of War for Policy Eldridge Colby and his delegation in New 
York on Monday.In a statement on Wednesday, the Presidential Communications Office (PCO) 
said Marcos and US defense officials discussed efforts aimed at accelerating the two countries' 
defense partnership amid growing security challenges in the region."The meeting focused on 
strengthening deterrence in the Indo-Pacific and improving interoperability between the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines and the United States military through joint operations such as 
Exercise Balikatan, which will begin next month," the PCO said."Both sides also reaffirmed their 
mutual commitment to the Mutual Defense Treaty and to continue working together for a stable 
and secure Indo-Pacific region," it added.Exercise Balikatan is the largest annual, bilateral 
military drill between the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the US military, which is 
scheduled to begin next month.The exercise aims to enhance the readiness and coordination of 
both forces while reinforcing their ability to respond to various security challenges in the 
region.The US Department of War is now officially the Department of Defense. Its mission is to 
provide military forces necessary to protect the security of the United States.Meanwhile, Marcos 
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reiterated the country’s adherence to multilateralism and commitment to the United Nations 
Charter, underscoring the importance of the rule of law and respect for human rights.“All our 
efforts will mean little nor will they endure without the rule of law and respect for human 
rights,” Marcos said in a special address to the UN General Assembly in New York City on 
Tuesday.“The Philippines has consistently affirmed its resolute commitment to the rule of law 
and the promotion, protection and respect of human rights,” he added.The president said the 
decision of the Philippines to join the United Nations 80 years ago was anchored on the belief 
that the rule of law is the beacon that guides the journey toward peace, security and shared 
prosperity.With its commitment to multilateralism and the UN Charter, Marcos said the 
Philippines, as a responsible State Party, abides by the UN Convention on the Law of the 
Sea.“We are steadfast in our dedication to diplomacy, the peaceful settlement of disputes and 
the constructive management of differences to prevent escalation of disputes,” Marcos 
said.“We remain faithful to the principles of territorial integrity and the sovereign equality of 
all states,” he added.Marcos is in New York to rally support for the country’s candidature for 
a non-permanent seat at the United Nations Security Council.“In the midst of mounting 
challenges and uncertainties, our United Nations need steady, committed, experienced hands; 
and we humbly offer ours — to serve in the UN Security Council from 2027 to 2028,” Marcos 
said."We lodged our candidature, mindful that a non-permanent seat on the UN Security 
Council is not a right of any State, but a privilege earned through consistent, dedicated, 
meaningful and concrete partnership in the service of the United Nations, and so of humanity," 
he added.The president expressed the Philippines’ readiness to contribute and help calm 
voices of division, provide a voice of balance for service, and ventilate views for principled 
peace.“And thus, I stand before you to humbly petition for your support for the Philippines in 
the elections on the 3rd of June 2026,” he said.

• ​Año sues Baligod, 18 ex-Marines (2026-03-11 16:06)

NATIONAL Security Adviser Eduardo Año on Wednesday filed cyberlibel and perjury complaints 
before the Department of Justice (DOJ) against lawyer Levito Baligod and 18 alleged former 
Marines, accusing them of issuing false statements meant to discredit him and the National 
Security Council.​The complaints stemmed from affidavits submitted by the 18 individuals, which 
allegedly claimed that millions of pesos in cash were delivered in suitcases to certain 
high-ranking officials.Portions of the affidavits reportedly mentioned Año and other officials as 
recipients, even though Año said his name was inserted without any attribution to witnesses.​“I 
want to make it clear. I don’t care about the other things they are saying. What concerns me 
are the malicious imputations and publications directed against me,” Año told reporters. “I 
filed this so we can determine who was really responsible for the publication.”Año said the 
affidavits appear to have been jointly prepared, with several paragraphs specifying who 
supposedly witnessed each event.However, the section mentioning him contained no 
attribution, raising concerns that his name was added to damage his reputation and that of a 
government institution.​“They made a joint affidavit. If you look at the affidavit, each paragraph 
states who saw the allegations. But there’s nothing on the allegations against me,” Año 
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said.​He added that someone had “obviously” directed the inclusion of his name to smear him 
and discredit the National Security Council.​“I have to protect my name and my honor. I have 
served the Armed Forces for 38 years. Regardless of any corruption or moral turpitude cases, I 
have never been involved, much less during my tenure as DILG secretary, and now as national 
security adviser,” he said.​He emphasized that he was not involved in any flood control project, 
despite allegations linking him to purported cash deliveries connected to flood control 
corruption.​Año also accused Baligod of publicly admitting to manipulating the contents of the 
affidavit.​“Atty. Baligod admitted in public that he manipulated the contents of the affidavit. He 
also admitted that it was an oversight or error on his part. So, according to my legal counsel, 
that constitutes perjury,” he said.​The complaints filed Wednesday are separate from a 
previous complaint Año lodged against Baligod, the alleged former Marines, and former 
representative Mike Defensor.​That earlier complaint was based on violations of Article 154 of 
the Revised Penal Code, or unlawful use of means of publication and unlawful utterances, in 
relation to the Cybercrime Prevention Act of 2012.​Año described the earlier complaint as more 
about “fake news,” while the new filings are “more personal,” focused on damaging his 
honor and reputation.​The allegations revolve around a joint affidavit by the 18 alleged former 
Marines, who claimed that cash was delivered to high-ranking officials, including Año, after 
meetings with former lawmaker Zaldy Co, former speaker Martin Romualdez, and 
Mamamayang Liberal party-list Rep. Leila de Lima.According to Año, the affidavits were 
carefully prepared to indicate witnesses for nearly every claim — but the portion referencing 
him contained none.​Año said he believed two individuals were behind the inclusion of his name 
but declined to reveal their identities.​The Philippine Navy previously stated that four of the 18 
alleged former Marines were never members of the Navy or Marine Corps.The National Bureau 
of Investigation (NBI) has also started looking into the credibility of the former Marines and the 
claims in the affidavit.​Besides Año, former senator Antonio Trillanes IV, de Lima, Father Flavie 
Villanueva, and Bureau of Corrections Director General Gregorio Catapang Jr. have filed 
complaints against the same group of alleged ex-Marines and Baligod.​Año also noted that his 
office is monitoring for possible coordinated destabilization efforts.​“Our intelligence 
community is conducting investigations because it is suspicious why these kinds of incidents are 
happening all at the same time,” he said.

• Mindoro lawmaker denounces complaint as ‘harassment’ (2026-03-11 16:05)

OCCIDENTAL Mindoro Rep. Leody Tarriela on Tuesday denounced as "harassment" the 
complaint filed against him before the Office of the Ombudsman."Like I have said at the ICI 
(Independent Commission for Infrastructure) when I voluntarily faced it on November 26, 2025, 
my primary obligation as a lawmaker is to help by passing laws. I am not a member of the 
Committee on Appropriations of the Bicameral Conference Committee,” Tarriela said in a 
statement."I do not meddle in the implementation of projects by the Department of Public 
Works and Highways. I do not join procurement and biddings. I do not order anyone to meddle 
in these things," he said, adding that he was not a contractor.The complaint against the 
lawmaker was filed by Radamalyn Fernando Cardoza, who claimed that the complaint was 
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submitted in good faith, “with full regard for the constitutional rights of the respondent and 
the presumption of innocence.”“It is not intended to harass, malign, or prejudice any party, 
but solely to seek a lawful determination as to whether probable cause exists," Cardoza 
said.Tarriela said that the case was filed after Cardoza requested copies of public documents at 
the DPWH office in Mindoro. However, his request was not acted upon.“How can it be my fault 
if his request was not granted? And what is the basis of his complaint?” the lawmaker 
said.Tarriela has denied Pacifico Discaya's statements before the Senate that he received money 
from the latter.Tarriela said that his lawyers are studying what case can be filed against Cardoza.

• DOH urges LGUs to pass anti-cigarette ordinances (2026-03-11 16:05)

THE Department of Health (DOH) on Wednesday urged local government units (LGUs) to enact 
ordinances banning the use of vapes and cigarettes within their jurisdiction.In a statement, the 
DOH said that while there are efforts from the national government to ban vapes, if 
unimplemented at the municipal level, the country will “be in danger.”Currently, 86 cities and 
municipalities in the Philippines have established smoke-free environments, including Baguio 
City.Through its Ordinance 34, series of 2017, or the Comprehensive Anti-Smoking Ordinance, 
the use, sale, distribution and advertisement of cigarettes and other tobacco products — 
including e-cigarettes — are prohibited.In an exclusive interview with The Manila Times, Karl Jon 
Pagoda of the Public Information Office of Baguio City said the enactment of the ordinance led 
to a decline in smoking and its harmful health effects."On a public health lens, we already know 
the effects of smoking and vaping, which prompted the city to enact this ordinance. Since then, 
we have seen a significant decrease in smoking in the city,” he said.According to the 2023 
Global Youth Tobacco Survey in Baguio City, 44.74 percent of cigarette users obtained cigarettes 
by buying them from a store, shop, or vendor — despite such sales being illegal under the 
ordinance.Pagoda said the city government continues to crack down on establishments selling 
vape and cigarette products, but the growing number of online sellers has made enforcement 
more difficult.“Now the challenge is online selling because we cannot track. At the same time, 
the hidden or underground stores where they sell their vape [items] are in their homes,” he 
said.Because of this, Pagoda called for a nationwide ban on vapes.“It would be more powerful 
if the national government would push through with this (ban),” he said.Moreover, Pagoda 
said the Baguio city government is strengthening its communication campaign by partnering 
with major universities in Baguio.“In our communication campaign, we are partnering with the 
main universities here in Baguio City, including the University of Baguio, St. Louis University, 
and the University of the Cordilleras — and they have signified their commitment to banning 
vaping and smoking in schools,” he said.

• Philippine Eagle protection plan launched (2026-03-11 16:05)

THE Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF) and its partners launched the Philippine Eagle Species 
Action Plan (Pesap) 2024–2030 to protect the critically endangered bird and its forest 
habitat.​The action plan serves as a national road map outlining priority strategies to address 
major threats to the species, including habitat loss, hunting and human-wildlife 
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conflict.​Conservation leaders, government officials, scientists and partner institutions gathered 
for the initiative, underscoring a shared commitment to safeguarding the country’s national 
bird through science-based conservation and collaboration.​The Pesap identifies key areas of 
action such as research and monitoring, rescue and rehabilitation, habitat protection and 
restoration, and stronger law enforcement against wildlife crimes.​It also highlights the role of 
local communities, education programs and sustainable conservation financing in ensuring the 
long-term survival of the Philippine eagle in the wild.​Officials emphasized that protecting the 
raptor also helps preserve forest ecosystems, watersheds and biodiversity that support 
communities and wildlife across the country.​The foundation announced the successful hatching 
of Philippine eagle chick No. 32, named “Bayani,” a milestone under its conservation 
breeding program.​Bayani is the offspring of Philippine eagles Dakila and Sinag, and represents 
another step forward in the effort to increase the population of the critically endangered 
species.​Felicia Atienza, chairman of the PEF Board of Trustees, stressed the need for sustained 
cooperation in protecting the bird and its habitat.​”We need what conservation has always 
demanded from us: unity, persistence and accountability, and we must work together across 
agencies, regions and sectors until the Philippine eagle is safe in the wild, and its forests and 
nesting territories are secure,” Atienza said.

• DSWD launches ‘e-Panalo’ digital initiative (2026-03-11 16:05)

THE Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) has launched a digital initiative 
aimed at making the delivery of financial grants under the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program 
(4Ps) more efficient.​Social Welfare Secretary Rex Gatchalian led the ceremonial distribution of 
mobile phones to 4Ps beneficiaries in Infanta, Quezon, as part of the “e-Panalo ang 
Kinabukasan” Digital Financial Inclusion program.​The activity aligns with the directive of 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to accelerate government transactions, particularly in delivering 
financial assistance to Filipinos.​A total of 150 beneficiaries from the municipalities of Infanta, 
Real and General Nakar received mobile phones that will enable them to access their cash 
grants through GCash.​”The president told me and the other Cabinet secretaries to make sure 
that government transactions, such as the distribution of grants or assistance, become faster,” 
Gatchalian said. “And to achieve that, we must shift these processes to digital systems.” 
​Gatchalian said that with their grants registered on GCash, beneficiaries will no longer need to 
travel to payout sites to receive their assistance.​”Now that you are registered on GCash, you 
no longer need to physically go to different places just to claim your grants,” Gatchalian 
said.​He also assured beneficiaries that the agency is working to shorten the waiting time for the 
release of 4Ps grants.​”Before the end of the year, your grants will no longer take 60 days or 
two months to be released because the plan of the DSWD is for you to receive them within the 
same month,” he added.

• Lotilla confirmed as Holy See envoy (2026-03-11 16:04)

THE Commission on Appointments (CA) on Wednesday approved the ad interim appointment of 
Raphael Lotilla as the Philippines’ ambassador to the Holy See, clearing the way for the former 
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Cabinet secretary to return to government service in a key diplomatic role.​The CA plenary 
confirmed Lotilla’s nomination following the endorsement of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs after deliberations earlier in the day.​Lotilla, a veteran public servant with more than two 
decades of experience in government, previously served as secretary of the Department of 
Energy and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources.His new posting to the 
Vatican places him at the center of one of the Philippines’ most historically significant 
diplomatic missions, given the country’s deep ties with the Catholic Church and the Holy 
See’s influence in global diplomacy.​During the confirmation hearing, Lotilla emphasized the 
strategic importance of maintaining strong Philippine representation at the Vatican, particularly 
in advancing global issues aligned with the country’s foreign policy.​“These include the 
promotion of international law and multilateral institutions, peaceful resolution of conflicts, 
interfaith dialogue, migration, sustainable development, and the protection of migrant 
workers’ rights,” he said.​Lotilla added that he intends to continue promoting the 
Philippines’ diplomatic priorities at a time of heightened global tensions, including ongoing 
instability in the Middle East.​In the same hearing, Sen. Risa Hontiveros sought Lotilla’s advice 
on how the government could cushion the impact of rising oil prices linked to geopolitical 
conflicts.​Hontiveros noted Lotilla’s extensive experience in the energy sector, particularly 
during his tenure as energy secretary at the onset of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022, 
which triggered global fuel price spikes.Lotilla said that during the 2022 crisis, the government 
focused on ensuring adequate power supply and generation to mitigate the impact of higher 
fuel costs.​“But now this is an extraordinary case of price increases, especially in the fuel sector 
and the possibility of supply constraints,” he said.​He added that, in the short term, allowing 
price increases to pass through the economy can limit prolonged inflationary effects if the 
shocks are temporary.​“As much as possible, the cushion afforded by the economy will allow it 
to adjust to the increase in prices, and as soon as they normalize, prices can also revert,” 
Lotilla said.​Looking ahead, he said rising fuel prices could accelerate the country’s transition 
to cleaner energy.​“In the long term, this will encourage the use of renewable energy, electric 
vehicles, and efforts to hasten the shift to renewable sources found in the Philippines itself,” 
he said. “This will increase our energy security and therefore be advantageous to all of us.”

• BuCor denies scabies outbreak in PH prisons (2026-03-11 16:03)

THE Bureau of Corrections (BuCor) on Wednesday denied reports of a scabies outbreak at the 
New Bilibid Prison (NBP) and other prison facilities in the Philippines, saying the last recorded 
incident occurred two years ago.In a statement, BuCor said Acting Director for Health and 
Welfare Services CT/Supt. Ma. Cecilia Villanueva clarified that no outbreak of the skin disease 
has been monitored in any operating prison or penal farm nationwide.Villanueva said the last 
case of a scabies outbreak in BuCor facilities was recorded two years ago, when the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), in coordination with BuCor, conducted an 
“Alis Galis” activity to address the problem.Villanueva’s remarks came after the 
non-governmental organization Kapatid raised concerns about a possible outbreak of scabies 
inside the national penitentiary, citing severe overcrowding and water shortages in the 
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facility.Kapatid also alleged that it encountered difficulties coordinating with BuCor and NBP 
officials regarding its humanitarian request related to the issue.Responding to the concern, 
Villanueva said the bureau has established protocols governing the entry of medicines into 
correctional facilities to ensure accountability, safety and prevent the entry of 
contraband.Under BuCor procedures, medicines brought by relatives or other parties must first 
be deposited with the Directorate for Health and Welfare Services before being turned over to 
the prison pharmacy or camp infirmary for distribution to the concerned person deprived of 
liberty (PDL).Relatives are also required to provide an itemized list of the medicines, with 
containers properly labeled with the PDL’s name.Then, the pharmacist on duty issues a 
receipt upon submission.Villanueva added that a valid doctor’s prescription must accompany 
the medicines before they can be approved for use inside prison facilities.Medical officers or 
pharmacists are authorized to examine the medicines and determine their proper 
disposition.According to her, the BuCor remains capable of addressing health-related concerns 
in correctional facilities and assured the public, as well as families of persons deprived of 
liberty, that appropriate measures are in place to respond to potential health issues.

• CFO to help Makati tap OFs for investment opportunities (2026-03-11 16:02)

MAKATI City Mayor Nancy Binay wants to adopt one of the programs of the Commission on 
Filipinos Overseas (CFO) to encourage overseas-based Filipinos (OFs) to invest in the country’s 
major economic hub.According to the CFO, Binay wants to use the agency’s BaLinkBayan (BLB) 
Portal, a digital gateway for overseas Filipinos, to offer local investment opportunities.During 
the recent meeting with CFO Secretary Dante Ang II, Binay expressed her intention to 
coordinate with the agency to encourage OFs to invest in Makati.Ang said that while many 
overseas Filipinos are eager to invest in their home cities, they often lack access to verified, 
real-time information.The BaLinkBayan project addresses this by providing local government 
units (LGUs) with dedicated microsites.“These portals allow cities like Makati to showcase 
specific investment opportunities directly to their constituents abroad,” Ang said.The CFO said 
Makati City aims to tap into the vast investment potential of the agency’s overseas-based 
residents, localize diaspora engagement, and streamline capital flow from returning overseas 
Filipinos.It is aligned with the CFO’s core mandate to serve as the primary link between the 
motherland and its permanent migrants.By localizing this effort in Makati, the CFO aims to 
transform the city’s diaspora from a source of occasional remittances into a pillar of local 
economic development.Binay, noting her experience with retired Filipino professionals 
vacationing in the city, recognized the untapped potential of the OFs’ demographics.Beyond 
financial capital, the partnership seeks to facilitate “brain gain,” connecting Makati with 
professional migrants in technology and innovation who can transfer critical skills and expertise 
to aid the city’s modernization.The discussions also touched upon the Lingkod sa Kapwa 
Pilipino program, the CFO’s flagship initiative for diaspora philanthropy.While the city is 
familiar with overseas donations, Ang highlighted the CFO’s role in vetting beneficiaries and 
monitoring projects.This ensures that philanthropic efforts — ranging from health care 
equipment to educational grants — result in sustainable, long-term impact rather than 
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one-time distributions.The Makati LGU is considering placing the partnership under the 
oversight of the Economic Enterprises Management Office to maximize its commercial and 
revenue-generating potential.“This is about recognizing our overseas Filipinos as active 
partners in our city’s progress,” Binay said.

• Post Office seeking opinion on artifacts (2026-03-11 16:01)

THE Philippine Postal Corp. (PHLPost) has filed a complaint before a Manila Regional Trial Court 
seeking judicial clarification on the handling and custody of archaeological artifacts reportedly 
discovered within the grounds of the historic Manila Central Post Office complex.According to 
PHLPost, the court filing aims to determine whether proper procedures were followed in the 
excavation and handling of materials allegedly uncovered within the compound of the 
fire-damaged iconic building.Based on the affidavit submitted to the court, archaeological 
excavation activities were reportedly carried out in parts of the complex in November 2023, 
when the building remained unoccupied following the fire that damaged the structure earlier 
that year.PHLPost said the work was reportedly conducted by a group of archaeologists and 
researchers in coordination with certain individuals.The excavations allegedly yielded materials 
believed to date from the 15th to the 20th century, including biological remains, ceramic 
fragments, glass and metal objects, masonry materials, shells, and other items that may provide 
insight into Manila’s historical past.However, the postal agency said that it was not formally 
informed of the reported discoveries at the time.It added that the materials have to be turned 
over to the corporation or deposited with the appropriate cultural institutions.Under the 
National Cultural Heritage Act of 2009, archaeological discoveries must be properly 
documented and coordinated with cultural authorities, including the National Museum of the 
Philippines and the National Commission for Culture and the Arts.The law also prescribes 
procedures governing excavation, custody, preservation, and eventual public access to 
unearthed artifacts.PHLPost asked the court to determine whether the provisions of the law, 
particularly those governing archaeological excavations and the required reporting and 
turnover of materials, were properly observed.The agency said it remains committed to working 
with cultural agencies, academic institutions, and other stakeholders to protect and promote 
the historical and cultural heritage associated with the Manila Central Post Office.PHLPost 
added that the court action was intended to help ensure that any artifacts found within the 
complex are properly documented, preserved, and eventually made accessible to the public.  

• Musk leads list of Forbes' richest people (2026-03-11 13:49)

MANILA, Philippines—American billionaire Elon Musk is the world's richest person according to 
Forbes magazine on Wednesday.With a networth of over $839 billion, Musk, known for SpaceX 
and as the owner of Twitter or X, topped the list of over 3,000 people.Former Alphabet CEO 
Larry Page is in second place, with a net worth of $257 billion, while their former president, 
Sergey Brin, is in third place with $237 billion.Amazon's Jeff Bezos is in fourth place with $224 
billion, while Meta's Mark Zuckerberg rounded up the top 5 with $222 billion.Rounding up the 
top 10 are Oracle's Larry Ellison ($190 billion), Louis Vuitton's Bernard Arnault and family ($171 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/12/news/national/post-office-seeking-opinion-on-artifacts/2298031
https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/11/news/musk-leads-list-of-forbes-richest-people/2298025


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 217 — 2026-03-16

billion), Nvidia's Jensen Huang ($154 billion), investor Warren Buffett ($149 billion), and clothing 
retailer Amancio Ortega ($148 billion).In the Philippines, Enrique Razon Jr. of ICTSI led the list of 
15 Filipino billionaires, with a net worth of $16.5 billion."There has never been a better time to 
be a billionaire. Thanks to AI’s explosion, sizzling markets and favorable fiscal policies, a 
record 3,428 entrepreneurs, investors and heirs made this year’s World’s Billionaires list, 
400 more than in 2025," Forbes said

• Filipino woman files rape case vs foreigner who assaulted her (2026-03-11 13:46)

MANILA, Philippines — A 24-year-old Filipino woman has filed a rape complaint against a 
Singaporean man she met through an online chat platform.In a sworn statement submitted to 
the Pasay City Prosecutor’s Office on March 5, 2026, the complainant said she was 18 years 
old at the time of the incident.She named Ricky Ravin Narwani as the respondent, noting that 
he was temporarily in the Philippines from Jan. 24 to Jan. 28, 2020.According to the 
complainant, she and Narwani began communicating online in 2019 and later through voice 
calls.“As our conversations went on, I became comfortable talking with him and came to trust 
that he was a good person,” the woman said in her affidavit.She said she agreed to meet 
Narwani in January 2020, believing it would be a casual encounter. On Jan. 27, 2020, they met 
for the first time in Makati City and spent most of the day together.Later, Narwani allegedly 
asked her to accompany him to the Mall of Asia in Pasay City, saying he planned to meet a 
female friend there.During the taxi ride, the complainant said she noticed Narwani repeatedly 
touching her hands and legs, prompting her to clarify that accompanying him did not indicate 
consent to any intimate activity.Upon arriving at the mall, Narwani allegedly told her that his 
friend could not come and instead asked her to accompany him to a condominium unit in Pasay 
City, saying he needed to check some belongings.The complainant narrated that upon entering 
the unit, Narwani locked the door and began making sexual advances. She said she tried to 
leave the room, but he allegedly restrained her and forced her onto the bed.The woman said 
she did not immediately pursue a legal action due to shame, fear of being blamed, and 
emotional trauma.She noted that the incident was recorded in a barangay blotter on the same 
day, but she was not emotionally ready to file a formal complaint at the time.“It took me years 
to find the courage to seek justice,” she said in her affidavit, saying that the emotional weight 
of the incident persisted until she decided to come forward in 2026.The complaint was lodged 
under the Revised Penal Code provision on rape, with the barangay blotter entry dated Jan. 27, 
2020, submitted as supporting evidence.Narwani was identified in the complaint as having an 
address in Barangay San Antonio, Parañaque City, and another listed address at 7 Tanjong Rhu 
Road #09-02 Waterside, Singapore 436887.

• Nearly 8K pass MedTech exam (2026-03-11 10:47)

The Professional Regulation Commission on Wednesday announced that 7,838 out of 9,317 
(84.13 percent) examinees passed the March 2026 Medical Technologists Licensure 
Examination.Results were announced five days following the exam’s final day.The top two 
passers were from San Pedro College-Davao City.The top 10 are:1. Reisz Werner Gaudicos 
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Camasin - San Pedro College-Davao City (93 percent)2. Dexter Alvarez Masongsong Jr. - San 
Pedro College-Davao City (92.90 percent)3. Marc Ian Bunagan Tuddao - Cagayan State 
University-Andrews Campus (92.80 percent)4. Raphael James Rubio Bullecer - Velez College 
(92.50 percent)5. Joseph Okay Davalos - Our Lady of Fatima University-Laguna; Shekinah Psalm 
Punla Sangalang - Angeles University Foundation (92.40 percent)6. Keith Karylle Cruz Fernandez, 
Kyian Crista Leonardo Salvatierra - Far Eastern University-Manila; Clarc John Madayag Waje - 
Our Lady of Fatima University-Pampanga (92.30 percent)7. Angeline Labajanan Soriano - 
University of Pangasinan (92.20 percent)8. Kirsten Zham Gilot Ocladina - Velez College (92.10 
percent)9. Darren Nichole Cordova Ocampo, Matthew Rafael Garcia Reantillo - FEU-Manila; 
Zynth Genebago Sullano - Adventist University of the Philippines (91.90 percent)10. Sherwin Von 
Laberinto Palad - Adventist University of the Philippines; Leonardo Meracap Pates IV - Doña 
Remedios Trinidad Romualdez Educational Foundation (91.80 percent)The MTLE was held from 
March 5 to 6 in testing centers in the National Capital Region, Baguio, Butuan, Cagayan de Oro, 
Cebu, Davao, Iloilo, Legazpi, Lucena, Pagadian, Pampanga, Rosales, Tacloban, Tuguegarao, and 
Zamboanga.

• Gov’t to roll out P5,000 fuel subsidy for PUV drivers starting March 17 (2026-03-11 08:45)

MANILA, Philippines—Public utility vehicle (PUV) drivers in Metro Manila will receive a P5,000 
fuel subsidy from the government beginning Tuesday, March 17, as authorities move to cushion 
the impact of a steep rise in oil prices triggered by tensions in the Middle East.Transportation 
Secretary Giovanni Lopez said the Department of Transportation (DOTr) has coordinated with 
the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) and local government units for the 
rollout of the subsidy.Lopez said tricycle drivers in Metro Manila would be the first to receive 
the assistance, followed by drivers of jeepneys, taxis, transport network vehicle service (TNVS) 
units, and buses.The DOTr and DSWD are also working with the Land Transportation 
Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB), the Department of Information and Communications 
Technology (DICT), and the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) to validate 
the list of beneficiaries.DSWD Secretary Rex Gatchalian said drivers in the provinces would 
likewise receive assistance once the program is rolled out in Metro Manila.“We will just kick it 
off in Metro Manila, but the payouts will quickly follow in other areas. One after the other, these 
will happen because the DSWD has nationwide offices that can conduct simultaneous 
payouts,” Gatchalian said.Lopez said he asked toll operators to consider granting discounts to 
Class 3 vehicles, such as buses and trucks, to help reduce operating costs amid the continued 
rise in diesel and gasoline prices.He said the proposed discounts could allow bus operators to 
save between P5 and P7 per liter, which could translate to about P7,000 in savings for every 100 
liters of fuel consumed.“These are some of the non-cash interventions and other measures 
being implemented by the national government,” the transport chief said.Lopez also 
confirmed that fare increases for some public transportation modes are being considered to 
help drivers and operators cope with higher fuel costs. However, the Land Transportation 
Franchising and Regulatory Board is still studying how much the increase would be.He said 
LTFRB Chairman Vigor Mendoza II was expected to complete the review of fare hike petitions 
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within the week.  

• Retired general recruited 103 security aides for Zaldy Co — NBI (2026-03-11 08:42)

MANILA, Philippines—The National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) on Wednesday said a retired 
general recruited 103 individuals, including 18 alleged former Marines, who served as security 
aides of resigned Ako Bicol party-list representative Zaldy Co.NBI Director Melvin Matibag said 
investigators have identified the retired officer responsible for the recruitment.“There are 103 
bodyguards assigned to Zaldy Co. There is a retired general who recruited them, and we have 
already identified him,” Matibag said in an interview.Matibag said lawyer Levi Baligod, counsel 
of the 18 alleged former Marines, confirmed that the men were assigned as bodyguards to Co 
and were initially hired for a two-year period. Their employment ended abruptly after Co went 
missing.As a result, the security personnel — including those claiming to be former Marines — 
were left without work or pay.“These bodyguards, including the retired Marines, no longer 
received their salaries and lost their jobs,” Matibag said.The NBI chief added that investigators 
are examining whether the group’s financial difficulties may have influenced their decision to 
execute sworn statements.“One angle we are looking at is that these people no longer have a 
livelihood. They may have agreed to execute statements because they need compensation,” 
Matibag said.The NBI said its investigation into the matter is ongoing.

• 238,000 Filipinos sign petition for Duterte’s return (2026-03-11 08:32)

MANILA, Philippines — Senator Robinhood Padilla on Wednesday called on the Supreme Court 
to act swiftly on pending petitions questioning the legality of the arrest and detention of former 
president Rodrigo Duterte at the International Criminal Court (ICC), saying that 238,000 people 
have signed a petition for the former leader’s return.Padilla led the filing of a petition before 
the high court seeking Duterte’s return to the Philippines so he could face legal proceedings in 
local courts.The senator said that the petition has gathered more than 238,000 signatures from 
supporters of the former president. The senator said the group expects more Filipinos to 
support their campaign in the coming weeks.Duterte has been detained for a year in The Hague, 
Netherlands. The ICC recently held confirmation of charges hearings but Duterte refused to 
attend the proceedings.Padilla said Duterte should not be tried at the ICC.“We do not 
recognize the ICC. Former president Rodrigo Duterte should not have been brought there,” he 
said. “It hurts us because we have a functioning court here.”

• PH govt expands efforts for BARMM peace (2026-03-11 08:31)

MANILA, Philippines—The Philippine government has intensified its efforts to expand global 
partnerships as the Office of the Special Assistant to the President (OSAP) engaged the 
Philippine Permanent Mission to the United Nations for coordinated efforts in implementing 
the Bangsamoro comprehensive agreement and the peace process.The pivotal meeting with the 
Inter-Cabinet Cluster Mechanism on Normalization (ICCMN) and UN agencies focused on 
updates and coordination work supporting the implementation of the Comprehensive 
Agreement on the Bangsamoro (CAB) and advancing the peace process in the Bangsamoro 
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Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM).In a statement, Special Assistant to the 
President Antonio Lagdameo Jr. said the delegation’s visit sought to enhance collaboration 
with the UN and its member states.The goal is to accelerate programs under the CAB, the 
landmark accord that guides the normalization process between the government and former 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) combatants, Lagdameo said.The Palace official said the 
engagement was part of the government’s continuing initiative to strengthen coordination 
with international partners. It also aims to identify areas of support from the UN system and 
member states in promoting key deliverables under the Bangsamoro peace process.One of the 
activities during the visit was a briefing with the Philippine Permanent Mission to the United 
Nations, Lagdameo said. The OSAP provided detailed updates on the status of the Bangsamoro 
peace process, including priority deliverables under the normalization track.Lagdameo said the 
discussions explored practical avenues for UN-system support in peacebuilding initiatives in 
Mindanao, including potential technical assistance, strategic partnerships, and resource 
mobilization efforts that align with the Philippines’ national peace and development 
priorities.The Palace official said that the engagement was intended to harmonize policy 
messaging and reinforce international support for the Bangsamoro peace process.He noted the 
importance of advancing normalization measures that include socio-economic support, security 
transitions, and community development in former conflict-affected areas.The meeting was 
organized by the OSAP through the ICCMN, which functions as the government’s platform for 
coordinating inter-agency efforts.It specifically supports the implementation of normalization 
commitments under the CAB, under the administration of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.Palace 
officials underscored that sustained international cooperation is vital to maintain the gains 
achieved in the peace process. Such partnerships are seen as key in assisting BARMM 
communities in their transition toward long-term stability and inclusive development, the OSAP 
said.The OSAP said it seeks to enhance capacity-building, resource mobilization, and technical 
assistance to boost peace and development efforts in Mindanao.

• 'A year without Duterte is a victory' (2026-03-11 05:42)

Opposition-led groups on Wednesday marked former president Rodrigo Duterte’s first year in 
detention at the International Criminal Court (ICC), saying his arrest was a "milestone."In a 
statement, Akbayan party-list said it was “a historic milestone in the fight for justice where a 
mass-murdering tyrant was silenced by the people.”Akbayan president Rafaela David said that 
their victory “was not the result of the dynastic war between the Marcoses and the Dutertes, 
but the product of years of courage and persistence from ordinary Filipinos.”“This did not fall 
from the sky. It was not handed to us by warring political dynasties… It was won through the 
relentless struggle of families who lost loved ones, communities who demanded truth, justice 
and accountability, and ordinary Filipinos who insisted that no one, no matter how powerful, is 
above the law,” she said.David said that Duterte’s first year in detention was a “moral 
victory.”“For one year now, the Filipino people have been spared the daily spectacle of 
Duterte’s authoritarian bluster, misogynistic remarks, and violent rhetoric that normalized 
cruelty and killing in our public life,” she said.“In many ways, a year without Duterte, who 
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thrived in the limelight and glorified mass violence, is already a victory,” David 
added.Meanwhile, Tindig Pilipinas also played a video of Duterte’s former spokesman, Harry 
Roque, himself a fugitive in Europe, wishing then senator Leila de Lima a “happy anniversary” 
in detention. De Lima, now the party-list representative for Mamamayang Liberal, was released 
in November 2023.

• Switching to e-cigarettes after heart procedure linked to lower cardiovascular risk—study 
(2026-03-11 05:36)

MANILA, Philippines — A study found that smokers recovering from major heart procedure may 
face a lower risk of further cardiovascular complications if they switch to e-cigarettes such as 
vapes rather than continuing smoking.This was the finding of a large-scale study titled 
“Prognosis after switching to electronic cigarettes following percutaneous coronary 
intervention” conducted in South Korea.The researchers tracked the smoking habits of 
patients with coronary artery disease (CAD) who underwent percutaneous coronary 
intervention (PCI)—a treatment that clears blocked heart arteries.“Among smokers with CAD 
undergoing PCI, switching to e-cigarettes was associated with a significantly lower risk of Major 
Adverse Cardiovascular Events (MACE) than continued combustible cigarette use, similar to 
quitting smoking,” the researchers led by Danbee Kang at Samsung Medical Center and 
Sungkyunkwan University said.The study showed that switching to e-cigarettes offered benefits 
similar to those achieved by quitting smoking. It underscored evidence from recent clinical trials 
showing that switching from smoking to vaping can restore blood vessel health to a level similar 
to complete smoking cessation because of the removal of harmful byproducts of combustion, 
including tar and carbon monoxide.“Patients who completely switched to e-cigarettes 
experienced a greater reduction in the risk of MACE than dual users. These findings suggest that 
switching to e-cigarettes could be a viable alternative for patients who find it challenging to quit 
combustible cigarettes after PCI,” the researchers said.“The best lifestyle change for smokers 
is to stop smoking. However, if this is not possible, it is worth considering switching to 
e-cigarettes,” they added.  

• US medical glove firm to invest $200M in PH (2026-03-11 04:57)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said that a United States-based medical 
glove company will invest $200 million to expand its operations in the Philippines by 
establishing a manufacturing facility in the country.In a media interview in New York City on 
Tuesday, Marcos said that US Medical Glove Company (USMGC) has sent representatives to the 
Philippines to begin preparations for building its first plant and expanding operations 
further."The prospective amount is $200 million in the beginning," Marcos told reporters before 
returning to Manila. "They have already started it. They’re already starting to build their first 
plant and they even want to expand. They already have found the local partner," he 
added.Marcos met with the officials of the USMGC on the sidelines of his United Nations 
engagements in New York City on Monday.The President said the project would create over 
2,000 jobs and pave the way for the local production of essential medical supplies.USMGC is a 
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leading American manufacturer of nitrile and polyisoprene surgical and exam gloves.  

• ICI's job is done - Marcos (2026-03-11 04:53)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Wednesday (Manila time) said the 
Independent Commission for Infrastructure (ICI) has fulfilled its mandate but he would still like 
to see “what else they can do” in the coming days.Speaking with reporters following his 
address at the Special Plenary Session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in New 
York, Marcos said he is waiting for the panel’s final report.“Right now, what the ICI is doing is 
that they are collating all of their findings. They are also writing their final report. I think it’s 
finished,” he said.The next step is for the ICI to submit their collated information to the 
Department of Justice (DOJ) and Office of the Ombudsman, depending on the nature of the case 
to be filed against parties tagged in the flood control scandal.“Let us see what else that they 
can do but for now their brief has already been fulfilled,” the Pr9esident said.Created in 
September 2025 through Executive Order (EO) No. 94, the ICI was tasked to investigate, receive, 
gather, and evaluate evidence, intelligence reports, and information on irregularities in 
government flood control and infrastructure projects.    

• ICC prosecutors seek clarity on Duterte’s ‘Filipino legal team’ (2026-03-11 02:32)

MANILA, Philippines — Prosecutors from the International Criminal Court (ICC) have formally 
requested that judges order the defense team of former president Rodrigo Duterte to clarify the 
status of six Filipino lawyers who have been publicly associated with his case, citing concerns 
over witness protection and the integrity of confidential proceedings.In a filing made public on 
Wednesday, the Office of the Prosecutor (OTP) expressed alarm over public statements made 
by Duterte’s lead defense counsel during last month’s confirmation of charges hearing. The 
defense team introduced Salvador Medialdea, Salvador Panelo, Martin Delgra, Silvestre Bello, 
Alfredo Lim, and Cesar Dulay as supporters seated in the gallery.According to the prosecution, 
subsequent media interviews suggested the involvement runs deeper. The defense counsel was 
quoted saying that two of the lawyers had been "working with [us] all along," while Panelo 
reportedly indicated that the team was set to meet with the “Filipino legal team” to discuss 
strategies.The prosecution said that these statements have created a public impression that the 
six individuals are formal members of the defense team before the ICC. This ambiguity, the OTP 
argued, poses a significant problem for prosecutors who are legally obligated under Article 68 
of the Rome Statute to protect victims and witnesses.“The Prosecution has a duty to take 
appropriate measures to protect the safety, physical and psychological well-being, dignity and 
privacy of victims and witnesses,” it said. “This includes knowing which individuals work for 
Mr. Duterte’s defense team, as these individuals have access to highly sensitive confidential 
information.” The OTP noted that the named individuals have deep ties to the former 
president, having worked on his presidential campaign and held high-level positions in his 
administration during the period in which the alleged crimes took place. The prosecution asked 
the Pre-Trial Chamber I to order the defense to officially confirm that the six lawyers are not 
members of the official defence team; have not and will not receive any disclosure or 
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non-public filings; have not received any other non-public case information; and are not entitled 
to privileged meetings with Duterte at the detention center.  

• Quezon City employees to work from home Mondays (2026-03-11 02:14)

MANILA, Philippines — As most local government units (LGUS) have adopted a four-day 
workweek scheme, the Quezon City government announced that City Hall personnel would have 
a work-from-home arrangement every Monday in compliance with the directive of President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.Mayor Joy Belmonte said on Wednesday that despite the adjusted work 
arrangement, all basic and essential services would be available from Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.The operations of essential, vital, and frontline offices, including those responsible for 
health services, law and order, social services, and business and tax assessment and collection, 
will continue without disruption, Belmonte said.All meetings would be conducted virtually while 
onsite seminars and training activities will be temporarily postponed.“We understand that the 
city government’s services should never be impeded. Even with the implementation of a 
one-day work-from-home arrangement for administrative and clerical employees, our programs 
and services will remain fully available to our residents,” the mayor said.A monitoring 
mechanism to ensure that employees under the work-from-home arrangement would continue 
to fulfill their duties and maintain productivity would be established, according to the city’s 
Human Resource and Management Department.Belmonte encouraged her constituents to 
maximize the city government’s digital platforms.“It is also high time for the public to fully 
utilize the digital services we have put in place to make government transactions faster, easier, 
and more accessible,” she said.Residents may access a wide range of city services including 
scholarship applications, financial assistance, and permit applications 24/7 through the QC 
E-Services portal. 

• PH, US to boost defense cooperation for 'stable, secure' Indo-Pacific (2026-03-11 01:21)

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines and the US have agreed to boost their defense 
cooperation to ensure a stable and secure Indo-Pacific region.The commitment was made 
during President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s meeting with US Undersecretary of War for Policy 
Eldridge Colby and his delegation in New York on Monday.In a statement on Wednesday, the 
Presidential Communications Office (PCO) said Marcos and US defense officials discussed 
efforts aimed at accelerating the two countries' defense partnership amid growing security 
challenges in the region. "The meeting focused on strengthening deterrence in the Indo-Pacific 
and improving interoperability between the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the United 
States military through joint operations such as Exercise Balikatan, which will begin next 
month," the PCO said. "Both sides also reaffirmed their mutual commitment to the Mutual 
Defense Treaty and to continue working together for a stable and secure Indo-Pacific region," it 
added.  

• Marcos to certify as urgent bill that would grant him oil emergency powers (2026-03-11 
01:13)
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MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said he intends to certify as urgent the 
bill that would grant him emergency powers to temper skyrocketing petroleum costs.In an 
interview following his address at the Special Plenary Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) in New York on Tuesday, Marcos said the government may reduce excise 
taxes on fuel but only after legislation and once global oil prices reach a specific threshold. 
Malacañang is awaiting the committee reports from the Senate and the House of 
Representatives to be completed.“What we ask of the legislators is very simple. It’s that 
when the price of oil – at least this is the original version – when the price of oil has breached 
USD80 per barrel on average for a month, then the emergency powers can be exercised,” 
Marcos said.The crisis in the Middle East caused pump prices to spike. Last Tuesday saw a 
double digit rise on fuel with gasoline prices up by as much as P10.20 a liter, diesel by as much 
as P24.25 a liter, and kerosene by as much as P38.50 a liter.The President clarified that reaching 
or surpassing the threshold does not mean an automatic excise tax reduction.“The real 
problem here that everybody is having to deal with is we don't know how long it's going to last. 
We don't know where the price is going to go. How long is that increase? Is it long-term? Is it 
permanent? What's going to happen?” Marcos said.  

• 32 Filipinos return from Oman (2026-03-11 01:03)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Migrant Workers (DMW) on Wednesday announced 
the return of 32 Filipinos from Oman who sought repatriation amid the ongoing conflict in the 
Middle East.The DMW said the 32 repatriates consist of 24 overseas workers and eight family 
dependents.All Filipinos arrived at Terminal 1 of the Ninoy Aquino International Airport via 
Oman Air Flight WY 843.“The airspace in the country they came from is very limited, so we 
found a way to cross the border into another country where they could take a flight, and now 
they’re here,” DMW Secretary Hans Leo Cacdac said in Filipino.The DMW said that the 
government, through the cooperation of Philippine embassies and consulates, its migrant 
workers offices, and the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration implemented various 
measures that included arranging land transportation to safer exit points and alternative 
airports that remain open for international travel.  

• Marcos confirms Zaldy Co in Portugal (2026-03-11 00:56)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said the Philippine government is 
working with Portuguese authorities to facilitate the possible return of former lawmaker Zaldy 
Co to the Philippines. In a media interview in New York on Tuesday, Marcos said the Philippine 
government has filed a request for a Red Notice from the International Criminal Police 
Organization (Interpol) to trace Co’s movements."You cannot bring him home because that is 
not the way it works. We have to ask the assistance of the country where he is in, which is 
presently Portugal. So, that’s what we have done," Marcos told reporters before returning to 
Manila. "That’s the process. You do not send your own police to go and pick him up because 
our police officers have no jurisdiction over other countries. So, it will have to be the assistance 
of the hosting country," he added.A Red Notice is a request to law enforcement worldwide to 
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locate and provisionally arrest a person pending extradition, surrender, or similar legal action. 
It is based on an arrest warrant or court order issued by the judicial authorities in the 
requesting country.  

• CICC, CWC sign deal to boost online protection for children (2026-03-11 00:26)

The Cybercrime Investigation and Coordinating Center (CICC) and the Council for the Welfare of 
Children (CWC) on Tuesday signed a partnership agreement to boost the country’s online 
protection for children.In a phone interview on Tuesday, CICC head of communications Aya 
Macalma said the memorandum of agreement (MOA) signed by the two agencies is mutually 
beneficial, especially in helping the CICC flag criminal cases like scams or modus against 
children.“That’s the purpose of the MOA, to help each other out, to improve digital safety for 
Filipinos, particularly for children,” Macalma said.In a statement, the CICC said the partnership 
seeks to scale the “Makabata Program,” particularly on the promotion and operational 
integration of the Makabata Helpline 1383 with the CICC hotline 1326.“This 24/7 national 
reporting mechanism serves as a direct lifeline for children in need of special protection, 
particularly those facing threats of online violence, sexual abuse, and exploitation,” it 
said.Under the MOA, the CICC will lead online and community-based information campaigns to 
help inform the public about the functions of the Makabata helpline.In addition, it will provide 
technical support to the CWC in addressing child protection-related reports, ensuring prompt 
investigation and quick response to digital threats.“We are integrating our technical 
proficiency with the CWC's deep expertise in child welfare to ensure that no call for help goes 
unanswered,” it said.Moreover, the CICC will create a “seamless referral pathway” between 
the Makabata Helpline 1383 and the CICC Action Center Hotline 1326.“We are committed to 
defending the rights of the Filipino youth. We encourage the public to be our eyes and ears on 
the ground. If you see something or suspect abuse, do not hesitate,” it said.The MOA was 
signed by CICC Executive Director, Undersecretary Aboy Paraiso, CWC Executive Director, 
Undersecretary Angelo Tapales, and other executives of the agencies at the CWC office in 
Quezon City.

• BFP roadshow educates children on fire safety (2026-03-11 00:23)

The Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) on Tuesday kicked off its Fire Square Roadshow here at the 
Silliman University, aimed at familiarizing elementary students with fire safety, preparedness 
and response at an early age.BFP-Negros Island Region (NIR) director Chief Supt. Rodolfo 
Denaga, who was guest of honor at the event, said in an interview that the roadshow was a 
“way of awakening the fire safety consciousness and resiliency of the children as to their safety 
and security” given the unpredictability of emergencies and disasters.Approximately 700 
pupils from Grades 1 to 6 and teachers participated in the activity, which included lectures and 
demonstrations on first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, wound bandaging, and the use of 
fire extinguishers.Denaga said the roadshow will visit various schools even as he assured the 
public that the roadshow will be held not only during Fire Prevention Month in March but also 
throughout the year when necessary, without disrupting classes.Meanwhile, Fire Senior 
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Inspector Joebert Sanao, Dumaguete fire marshal, said they are coordinating with the local 
government unit of this capital for the establishment of two additional substations.Sanao said 
the city currently has only one substation located in Barangay Daro.He said the substations will 
enhance the fire station's response abilities, particularly in areas outside the city proper.The 
locations of the two new substations have yet to be determined, Sanao added.

• Tropical depression outside PAR turns into tropical storm called ‘Nuri’ (2026-03-10 
22:05)

MANILA, Philippines – The tropical depression outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility 
(PAR) has developed into a tropical storm with an international name ‘Nuri,’ the state-run 
weather agency said on Wednesday.Nathaniel Servando, Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical 
and Astronomical Service Administration (Pagasa) chief, maintained that Nuri has a slim chance 
to enter PAR and would not have direct effect in the weather conditions in the country.But the 
trough or extension of Nuri has already been affecting Dinagat Islands, Surigao del Norte, 
Surigao del Sur, and Davao Oriental      at which cloudy skies with scattered rains and 
thunderstorms     would prevail, Servando said.Flash floods or landslides due to moderate to at 
times heavy rains would be possible in these areas, the Pagasa chief warned.Meanwhile, the 
northeast monsoon locally known as ‘amihan,’ would be experienced over Batanes, 
Cagayan, Isabela, and Aurora where overcast skies with light rains would occur in 24 hours, the 
national weather bureau said.It said that the same weather system would be likely over Metro 
Manila, the rest of Luzon, and Visayas at which partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated light 
rains would be possible.The rest of Mindanao, on one hand, would be experiencing partly 
cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms owing to the effect of the 
localized thunderstorms, Pagasa’s 5 a.m. advisory said.

• Marcos makes biggest pitch for UN Security Council seat (2026-03-10 17:01)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Tuesday faced his fellow leaders at 
the Special Plenary Meeting of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) as the Philippines 
ramped up its campaign for a non-permanent seat in the UN Security Council 
(UNSC).Underscoring the Filipino people’s aspirations for peace and solidarity, Marcos said 
the country’s candidature is about giving the Philippines, and other developing countries, a 
voice in the highest forum of global peace and security.“We of the Philippines offer a voice 
from this region, the voice of developing countries, the voice of climate, vulnerable nations and 
the voice of middle-income countries facing competing challenges and priorities. All this was 
persevering to achieve the well-being and security of our peoples,” he said.“As a founding 
member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, or Asean, a bridge between global north 
and global south, the Philippines understands dialogue, partnership and coalition building,” he 
added.Citing pages in history where the Philippines took in Jewish refugees who fled the 
holocaust, aided in the Korean War, and joined the peacekeeping mission in Congo, among 
others, the president noted how the country has never hesitated to work “not only for peace 
but also for the progress of local communities.”“When the UN demands the Philippines 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/11/news/tropical-depression-outside-par-turns-into-tropical-storm-called-nuri/2297466
https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/11/news/marcos-makes-biggest-pitch-for-un-security-council-seat/2297328


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 227 — 2026-03-16

responds. At a time when the UN diplomats thought little of social issues and considered them 
unworthy of UN time, the Philippines insisted that social issues were the equal of economic 
ones. We spoke for vulnerable people of the world, bringing their views to the halls of the 
United Nations and inviting attention to their needs and their concerns,” he said.“The 
Philippines stands ready once again to contribute to help calm voices of division, provide a 
voice of balance, to shun ambition for service and always as a voice for principled peace,” he 
added.Marcos likewise called for a rules-based resolution to conflicts in different parts of the 
world and urged warring nations “to take resolute steps to address the root causes of these 
conflicts.”“Our own experience has shown that peace is possible despite several decades of 
conflict. Guided by the 1982 Manila Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of Disputes, our 
relentless pursuit for peace achieved an alloid success with the signing of the comprehensive 
agreement on the Bangsamoro in 2014 after many years of negotiations,” he 
said.“Excellencies, our contributions across the whole spectrum of UN work since its inception 
are born up by history. Always ready to be part of the solution, the Philippines has regularly 
proven itself to be an independent, trusted partner, an innovative pathfinder and a committed 
peacemaker,” he added.“And thus, I stand before you to humbly petition for your support for 
the Philippines in the elections on the 3rd of June, 2026. Thank you and Mabuhay,” he 
concluded.The UNSC is a primary UN body charged with maintaining international peace and 
security, authorized to impose sanctions, authorize force, and dispatch peacekeepers. It 
consists of 15 members: 5 permanent (China, France, Russia, UK, US) with veto power, and 10 
non-permanent members elected for two-year terms.The Philippines actually served as a 
non-permanent member in the UNSC previously: 1957, 1963, 1980-1981, and 2004-2005.It was 
in 2022 when Marcos, in his first visit to the United States as president and during the 77th 
UNGA, renewed the country’s bid for a non-permanent seat.

• Marcos makes biggest pitch for PH’s bid for UNSC seat (2026-03-10 16:44)

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Tuesday faced his fellow leaders at the Special Plenary 
Meeting of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in New York as the Philippines ramps 
up its campaign for a non-permanent seat in the UN Security Council (UNSC).Underscoring the 
Filipino people’s aspirations for peace and solidarity, Marcos said the country’s candidature 
is about giving the Philippines, and other developing countries, a voice in the highest forum of 
global peace and security. “We of the Philippines offer a voice from this region, the voice of 
developing countries, the voice of climate, vulnerable nations and the voice of middle-income 
countries facing competing challenges and priorities. All this was persevering to achieve the 
well-being and security of our peoples,” he said.“As a founding member of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, or Asean, a bridge between global north and global south, the 
Philippines understands dialogue, partnership and coalition building,” he added.Citing pages 
in history where the Philippines took in Jewish refugees who fled the holocaust, aided the 
Korean War, and joined the peacekeeping mission in Congo, among others, the president noted 
how the country has never hesitated to work “not only for peace but also for the progress of 
local communities.”“When the UN demands the Philippines responds. At a time when the UN 
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diplomats thought little of social issues and considered them unworthy of UN time, the 
Philippines insisted that social issues were the equal of economic ones. We spoke for vulnerable 
people of the world, bringing their views to the halls of the United Nations and inviting attention 
to their needs and their concerns,” he said.“The Philippines stands ready once again to 
contribute to help calm voices of division, provide a voice of balance, to shun ambition for 
service and always as a voice for principled peace,” he added.Marcos likewise called for a 
rules-based resolution to conflicts in different parts of the world and urged warring nations “to 
take resolute steps to address the root causes of these conflicts.”“Our own experience has 
shown that peace is possible despite several decades of conflict. Guided by the 1982 Manila 
Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of Disputes, our relentless pursuit for peace achieved an 
alloid success with the signing of the comprehensive agreement on the Bangsamoro in 2014 
after many years of negotiations,” he said.“Excellencies, our contributions across the whole 
spectrum of UN work since its inception are born up by history. Always ready to be part of the 
solution, the Philippines has regularly proven itself to be an independent, trusted partner, an 
innovative pathfinder and a committed peacemaker,” he added.“And thus, I stand before you 
to humbly petition for your support for the Philippines in the elections on the 3rd of June, 2026. 
Thank you and Mabuhay,” he concluded.The UNSC is a primary UN body charged with 
maintaining international peace and security, authorized to impose sanctions, authorize force, 
and dispatch peacekeepers. It consists of 15 members: 5 permanent (China, France, Russia, UK, 
US) with veto power, and 10 non-permanent members elected for two-year terms.The 
Philippines actually served as a non-permanent member in the UNSC previously: 1957, 1963, 
1980-1981, and 2004-2005.It was in 2022 when Marcos, in his first visit to the United States as 
president and during the 77th UNGA, renewed the country’s bid for a non-permanent seat.

• Electricity rates to rise in March (2026-03-10 16:25)

THE Manila Electric Co. (Meralco) on Tuesday said it will increase electricity rates by P0.6427 per 
kilowatt-hour (kWh) this March, bringing the overall rate for a typical household to P13.8161 per 
kWh this month from P13.1734 per kWh in February.The distribution utility said that for 
residential customers with a typical consumption of 200 kWh, this adjustment translates to an 
increase of around P129 in their total electricity bill.Meralco said the increase was driven by the 
transmission charge, which went up by P0.2880 per kWh due to a 70 percent hike in ancillary 
service charges incurred by the National Grid Corp. of the Philippines (NGCP) from the Reserve 
Market. Costs from the Reserve Market accounted for almost half of the total transmission 
charge this billing month.The generation charge also went up by P0.2209 per kWh because of 
the second extension of the power purchase agreement (PPA) with First Gas-Sta. Rita. Meralco 
said these increases offset a P1.0952 per kWh reduction in charges from the Wholesale 
Electricity Spot Market (WESM) during the period.This month’s generation charge also 
included the P0.2817 per kWh contract price adjustment of ACEN Corp., Panay Energy 
Development Corp., South Premiere Power Corp. (SPPC) and Sual Power Inc. (SPI), as they were 
allowed by the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) to recover some of their costs due to 
changes in circumstance.Meanwhile, other charges that include taxes registered a net increase 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/11/news/national/electricity-rates-to-rise-in-march/2297237


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 229 — 2026-03-16

of P0.1338 per kWh for the given period, and also reflected the implementation of the new 
uniform national lifeline subsidy rate of P0.01 per kWh in accordance with a recent ERC 
directive.Pass-through charges for generation and transmission are paid to the power suppliers 
and the grid operator, respectively; while taxes, universal charges, and renewable energy 
subsidies are all remitted to the government.Meralco’s distribution charge, on the other hand, 
has not moved since the P0.0360 per kWh reduction for a typical residential customer in August 
2022.Meralco clarified that these increases in both the transmission and generation charges did 
not reflect the current conflict in the Middle East and that its effects will be felt in the April 
billing period, depending on how the situation will develop.On a related note, Meralco Executive 
Vice President Ronnie Aperocho also said in a statement that Meralco is actively implementing 
all necessary measures to shield customers from possible supply disruptions and upward 
pressure on electricity prices due to the effects of the Middle East conflict.“We are closely 
coordinating with our power suppliers to keep generation at least-cost while prioritizing 
reliability across our system. We are also optimizing our energy mix and fully leveraging 
cost-efficient sources, regardless of technology. In addition, we are carefully managing our 
exposure to the WESM where price volatility is high. We also secure replacement power at the 
lowest cost, if needed,” Aperocho said.

• Marcos firm: PH won't rejoin ICC (2026-03-10 16:24)

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has not changed his position on keeping the Philippines out of 
the International Criminal Court (ICC), Malacañang said Tuesday.“The president’s stance has 
not changed. We will still not rejoin the ICC,” said Palace Press Officer Claire Castro in an 
interview with reporters in New York.Asked for a reason, the Palace official said, “That’s the 
only statement the president told me.” The Philippines cut its ties with the ICC on March 17, 
2019, a year after the country formally notified the United Nations of its withdrawal from the 
Rome Statute.Former president Rodrigo Duterte ordered the withdrawal in 2018 following the 
international tribunal’s preliminary investigation into his drug war.Duterte is currently at the 
ICC Detention Center in The Hague, Netherlands, awaiting trial for crimes against humanity in 
connection with his bloody war on drugs in which thousands of suspects were killed.In 2024, 
Marcos said that the Philippines was studying whether it could rejoin the ICC and what the 
country’s options were. However, since then, there has been no further discussion on the 
matter.ACT Teachers party-list Rep. Antonio Tinio, Gabriela party-list Rep. Sarah Elago, and 
Kabataan party-list Rep. Renee Co earlier filed House Resolution (HR) 809 urging the Philippine 
government to rejoin the ICC and sign the Rome Statute again.The Makabayan lawmakers said 
such a move would send a “clear and strong message that the Philippines honors its 
international obligations, respects the sanctity of life, and is committed to breaking the cycle of 
impunity and state violence.” “Re-engagement with the ICC would strengthen the country’s 
global reputation as a rights-respecting democracy, restore international confidence in the 
Philippines’ legal system and bolster partnerships rooted in justice, good governance, and the 
rule of law,” the Makabayan bloc said.The opposition party-list Akbayan hit the president’s 
“reluctance” to rejoin the ICC.In a statement, Akbayan president Rafaela David said it was a 
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“policy of trying to appease everyone.” “On the ICC, Marcos Jr. is trying to appease both 
(Rodrigo) Duterte loyalists at home and the international community abroad. But this double 
game will fail. His attempt to please everyone comes at the expense of justice and will end up 
pleasing no one,” David said.“There is only one true side on this matter; the side of justice,” 
she added.David also said that the president cannot claim to “respect justice,” while also 
refusing the country’s membership in the ICC.“That contradiction is becoming clearer by the 
day,” she said.

• Pinoys stranded in Middle East to be flown home soon (2026-03-10 16:23)

FILIPINOS who requested to be repatriated from several Middle East countries are set to safely 
return home to the Philippines in the coming days, Malacañang announced.In a media 
interview in New York late Monday evening, Presidential Communications Office (PCO) 
Undersecretary Claire Castro said the Department of Migrant Workers (DMW) has arranged 
chartered flights for Filipinos wanting to flee the hostilities.“Today, 16 OFWs from Tel Aviv 
(Israel) traveled by land to the southern Israel town of Eilat, which borders Egypt via the Taba 
border crossing. These 16 OFWs cross the Egyptian border and will take the Cairo to Muscat to 
Manila flight with ETA Manila on March 11, 9:30 p.m., Philippine time,” Castro said on the 
sidelines of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s engagements at the United Nations (UN) 
Headquarters.“We have 20 OFWs (from Dubai) with nine OFW dependents who travel from 
Dubai to Oman via the Khatmat-Malaha border crossing in northern Oman. Upon crossing the 
Omani border, they go to Muscat and take the Muscat to Manila flight with ETA Manila on 
March 10, 9:30 p.m. Philippine time,” she added.In the United Arab Emirates (UAE), the 
Philippine government also booked commercial flights for overseas Filipino workers and their 
dependents coming from Dubai, while flights are now also being arranged for citizens in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia with the earliest departure on March 14.This repatriation operation will be funded 
through the Emergency Repatriation Fund of the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration 
(OWWA), an attached agency of the DMW, Castro further noted.More than 400 Filipinos have 
returned to the Philippines since the conflict in the Middle East began on Feb. 28.

• House panel OKs bill enabling president to cut fuel excise tax (2026-03-10 16:22)

THE House Committee on Ways and Means on Tuesday approved a substitute bill that would 
authorize the president to suspend or cut fuel excise taxes during national or global economic 
emergencies.The unnumbered measure, which consolidated 15 bills, seeks to amend the 
National Internal Revenue Code (NIRC).“This is simply a delegation of a legislative power, 
which Congress has done many, many times. In fact, in that very same provision on Section 148 
[of the NIRC], there’s already a delegation there,” Marikina 2nd District Rep. Miro Quimbo, 
the chairman of the committee, said.“There is one standard [in the substitute bill], which is the 
price of MOPS (Mean of Platts Singapore). Second, the exercise of that power cannot last more 
than six months. It can be extended for a year, and in fact, that exercise cannot go beyond 
2028,” Quimbo said. “Third, the president can only mandate the suspension if there is a 
specific recommendation, not just by one, not just by two, not just by three, but by six Cabinet 
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members all joined together declaring that there is a need to suspend [the tax],” he said.The 
bill says the president “may, upon the recommendation of the Development Budget 
Coordination Committee (DBCC), in coordination with the secretary of the Department of 
Energy (DOE), suspend the imposition of, or reduce the excise taxes on fuel” subject to 
conditions.The DBCC is composed of the Department of Budget and Management; Department 
of Finance; Department of Economy, Planning, and Development; and Office of the President. 
The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas serves as adviser to the DBCC.The conditions are when the 
average Dubai crude oil price based on the MOPS has reached or exceeded US$80 per barrel for 
a month “immediately preceding the issuance of the suspension or reduction order,” or the 
president has declared a state of national emergency or calamity, and such condition has 
resulted in extraordinary increases in domestic pump prices of petroleum products as certified 
by the DOE secretary.Under the bill, the suspension may cover specific petroleum products. It 
allows full suspension or partial reduction of the excise tax rates. The suspension or reduction 
can only last for up to six months unless Congress extends it or ends it earlier through a joint 
resolution. The total suspension period shall not exceed a year.The bill grants the president the 
power to temporarily suspend or cut fuel excise taxes until Dec. 31, 2028.Leyte 1st District Rep. 
Martin Romualdez welcomed the approval of the substitute bill.“An excise tax suspension or 
reduction will be a big relief to our people at this time of soaring fuel prices. A suspension 
would mean a retail price reduction of P6 to P10 per liter,” said Romualdez, whose House Bill 
(HB) 5779 was among the proposals consolidated by the substitute bill.His proposal was to 
permanently remove the excise tax on fuel.“That would have been the ideal measure, but I 
also understand the need for the government to continue relying on billions in excise tax 
collections for vital social services,” he said.Bicol Saro Rep. Terry Ridon also welcomed the 
committee’s passage of the substitute bill.“It ensures that government can immediately 
intervene when global crises threaten to drive up fuel prices and worsen the economic burden 
on ordinary Filipinos,” Ridon said.Ako Bicol Rep. Jan Chan also welcomed the committee 
approval of the substitute bill.“Amid oil price volatility in the world market, it is important that 
the government has a swift way to ease the additional burden borne by motorists and ordinary 
Filipinos,” Chan said in Filipino and English in a statement.The substitute bill still has to go 
through plenary consideration.

• TUCP and business groups urge Marcos to scrap 12% VAT on electricity (2026-03-10 16:21)

THE Trade Union Congress of the Philippines (TUCP), the nation’s largest confederation of 
labor federations, renewed its call to President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to certify House Bill 6740 
as urgent.The measure seeks to abolish the 12-percent value-added tax (VAT) on electricity amid 
warnings from the Energy Regulatory Commission that prices could rise further due to 
increases in international coal, oil, and liquefied natural gas prices, as well as tightening supply 
conditions in global energy markets.Meanwhile, the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (PCCI), the Employers Confederation of the Philippines, and the Philippine Exporters 
Confederation echoed the TUCP’s call in a joint statement.“Unlike other countries in the 
region, the Philippines not only does not subsidize fuel and electricity but also taxes these 
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industries. Removing excise taxes temporarily will benefit all sectors, rich and poor alike, which 
is a better solution than providing ‘ayuda’ only to the poor,” said PCCI Chairman Emeritus 
Sergio Ortiz-Luis Jr.The business groups noted that high power costs remain one of the 
country’s biggest barriers to competitiveness, particularly in manufacturing. Removing VAT on 
electricity would reduce operating costs, helping factories expand production, attract new 
investments, and increase the sector’s contribution to GDP and job creation.The groups added 
that the measure would safeguard existing jobs and support the creation of new ones.The TUCP 
noted that it has been 24 years since Republic Act 9136, or the Electric Power Industry Reform 
Act, promised reliable and affordable electricity. However, only four years later, RA 9337 
amended the National Internal Revenue Code and imposed the 12-percent VAT on electricity, 
including the sales of generation, transmission, and distribution companies.“We are not only 
paying VAT on electricity we actually consume, but are even charged VAT on system losses or 
the electricity we never used in the first place. Mr. President, now more than ever, we should 
put an end to this extremely excessive taxation imposed on our extremely expensive power by 
certifying as urgent House Bill 6740,” the group added.TUCP President Raymond Democrito 
Mendoza said it is a rare occurrence that both labor and business — which often clash on issues 
such as wages and contractualization — stand shoulder to shoulder for a common 
cause.“When both workers and employers raise the same urgent call, the government must 
listen,” Mendoza said.TUCP Vice President Luis Corral said exempting electricity sales from VAT 
would provide immediate relief to workers and consumers while triggering more quality job 
opportunities.“This is the better approach than the age-old palliatives and ayuda (aid),” 
Corral added.

• Marcos reaffirms PH partnership with UN (2026-03-10 16:20)

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. met with United Nations (UN) Secretary-General António 
Guterres to tackle various issues, including the Philippines’ bid for a non-permanent seat on 
the UN Security Council, Malacañang said Tuesday.Marcos and Guterres held a bilateral 
meeting at the UN headquarters in New York on the sidelines of the president’s working visit 
to the United States, the Presidential Communications Office (PCO) said.The PCO said the two 
leaders’ meeting reaffirmed the “long-standing partnership between the Philippines and the 
global body.”“The meeting is a strong testament to the Philippines’ long-standing 
partnership with the UN and reaffirmed its commitment to strengthening multilateral 
cooperation, as reflected in the country’s Security Council candidature,” the PCO said.The 
president was accompanied by Foreign Affairs Secretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro, Philippine 
Permanent Representative to the UN in New York Ambassador Enrique Manalo, Philippine 
Ambassador to the United States Jose Manuel Romualdez, and acting Presidential 
Communications Secretary Dave Gomez.Marcos last met Guterres in October 2025 at the 
sidelines of the 47th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) Summit and Related 
Summits in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.Guterres expressed his appreciation for Marcos’ efforts in 
promoting peace and democracy in the Philippines, Palace Press Officer Claire Castro 
said.Castro said Guterres expressed hope that the Philippines’ voice would continue to be 
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heard in the UN, as he described the country as a “bridge-builder.”The Philippines is vying for 
a non-permanent seat at the UN Security Council, with the elections to be held on June 3.The 
UN Security Council, composed of 15 members (five permanent and 10 non-permanent), is 
primarily responsible for maintaining international peace and security.A non-permanent 
member serves temporarily on the council to help make decisions regarding international 
peace and security and is elected by the UN Member States.The five permanent members are 
China, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, and the United States.Ten 
non-permanent members are elected for two-year terms by the General Assembly.Guterres 
also expressed the UN’s full support for the Philippines’ chairmanship of the Asean, noting 
the regional bloc’s crucial role in strengthening global cooperation.He commended Asean for 
upholding the primacy of international law and respecting the UN Convention on the Law of the 
Sea.In response, Marcos reaffirmed the Philippines’ commitment as a “proud partner” and 
one of the founding members of the UN.

• Lacson slams Marcoleta for interference (2026-03-10 16:19)

SEN. Panfilo Lacson on Tuesday slammed fellow Sen. Rodante Marcoleta for “targeting” him 
and interfering with his job as chairman of the Senate Blue Ribbon Committee investigating 
anomalies in government.The Senate president pro tempore defended the committee’s 
procedures from Marcoleta’s “pagbibida-bida” (know-it-all actions) on the panel’s 
investigation of the flood control scandal.In a privilege speech, Lacson refuted what he called 
Marcoleta’s “tirades and prevarications in and out of the Senate” targeting him.“Much as I 
would like to abide by what my elders had taught me, that ‘silence is the best response to 
nonsense,’ I am constrained to take the floor to set the record straight and correct the 
prevarications spewed on this very floor by one of our colleagues, namely Senator Rodante 
Marcoleta,” he said.“Like on many past occasions, I could have effortlessly dismissed Senator 
Marcoleta’s statements, as I refuse to dignify his ego-driven provocations,” Lacson said. 
“But when the attacks shift from professional to obsessively personal, I must shut the whole 
political circus down — firmly, completely, and without ambiguity.”Lacson maintained that 
Marcoleta’s release of the so-called “minority report” by the minority bloc and its contents 
was an affront to the Blue Ribbon Committee and to him as its chairman.The minority report 
claimed that the Blue Ribbon Committee cannot compete with national prosecution services 
and the judiciary in disposing of the cases.“Out of line. Out of place. So, is it any surprise that 
my reaction is that this report belongs to nowhere else but the trash bin?” Lacson asked.He 
also dismissed Marcoleta’s complaint that he has yet to receive a copy of the draft partial 
committee report.He pointed out that his office furnished an advanced copy of the report to 
Blue Ribbon members’ offices as early as Feb. 11.Lacson said that his office followed up with 
the other senators if they wished to sign the report, even if they intended to dissent or 
interpellate. Yet, only Sen. Bam Aquino signed it, he noted.“Why is he now looking for a Blue 
Ribbon Committee report that had been in his office for a month?” Lacson stressed.As for 
Marcoleta’s dare to name 67 so-called “cong-tractors,” Lacson said he was informed about 
it by a congressman-friend and that he does not have such a list.Lacson said Marcoleta may 
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have become obsessed with him to the extent of stalking his interviews and social media 
updates and nitpicking every statement he uttered.“I don’t know. Since I shut down 
Marcoleta on the floor, he appeared to hold a grudge against me,” he said.

• Imee Marcos urges Palace to seek Duterte's release (2026-03-10 16:18)

SEN. Imee Marcos on Monday urged the government to seek the immediate release of former 
president Rodrigo Duterte from detention at The Hague, the Netherlands.She filed Resolution 
340 on the eve of Duterte’s first year in detention. The International Criminal Court (ICC), in 
coordination with the International Police, arrested Duterte on March 11, 2025 to face the 
charges.The ICC conducted the confirmation of charges hearing from Feb. 23 to Feb. 27 related 
to Duterte’s case. The pre-trial chamber granted Duterte’s request to waive his right to 
attend the hearing.The senator said one year has passed since the Executive department 
“carried out the extraordinary rendition” of Duterte.“Yet, to this day the government has 
failed to provide accountability or meaningful redress for the ongoing impairment of FPRRD’s 
(former president Rodrigo Duterte’s) constitutional and statutory rights,” she said.The 
senator asked Malacañang to “redress the continuing violation” of his rights and file 
“appropriate representations to the International Criminal Court for his immediate return to 
the country.”Marcos also asked the Senate to urge the Executive department to “fully 
disclose all communications, agreements, authorizations, requests and operational directives 
relating to cooperation with the ICC” in connection with the arrest and transfer of Duterte.She 
pressed the Marcos administration to “issue a categorical clarification of the official policy of 
the Philippine government regarding present and future cooperation with the ICC.”Marcos 
said the government should “acknowledge the violations of Duterte’s constitutional and 
statutory rights and hold accountable the officials responsible.”She asked the government to 
“refrain from bypassing the Philippine judiciary and engaging in unconstitutional acts in 
relation to future ICC arrest warrants, if any.”Marcos said that the circumstances surrounding 
the arrest and surrender of Duterte and the government’s dealings with the ICC “are matters 
of the highest public interest and under the settled jurisprudence, not even the executive 
privilege can be invoked to conceal wrongdoings or shield acts that constitute violations of the 
Constitution.”“The Executive department’s persistent lack of transparency, its grave 
violations of the Bill of Rights, and its circumvention of the Philippine judicial system now give 
rise to serious and imminent concerns that similar actions may again be undertaken against the 
political opponents of the administration and retired police officials — thereby threatening to 
normalize the erosion of constitutional safeguards and the rule of law,” she added.

• Income tax and minimum wage exemptions of Barangay Micro Business Enterprise 
(2026-03-10 16:17)

Dear PAO, I am a retired policeman and I am planning to put up a water refilling station in our 
house. I watch Facebook reels stating that barangay-level businesses such as sari-sari stores are 
exempted from paying income taxes and are not required to pay the minimum wage to 
employees. Is this true? If yes, how can I apply? IbramDear Ibram,The answer to your query is 
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governed by the provisions of Republic Act (RA) 9178, otherwise known as the Barangay Micro 
Business Enterprises (BMBEs) Act of 2002, which was approved on Nov. 13, 2002. The declared 
policy of the State under this statute is to accelerate national economic development by 
encouraging the establishment and growth of barangay micro business enterprises, and by 
granting them incentives and benefits designed to generate employment opportunities and 
alleviate poverty.Pursuant to Section 3 of RA 9178, a Barangay Micro Business Enterprise 
(BMBE) is defined as “any business entity or enterprise engaged in the production, processing 
or manufacturing of products or commodities, including agro-processing, trading and services, 
whose total assets including those arising from loans but exclusive of the land on which the 
particular business entity’s office, plant and equipment are situated, shall not be more than 
Three Million Pesos (P3,000,000.00).”Section 7 of the same Act expressly provides that duly 
registered BMBEs shall be exempt from income tax on income derived from the operations of 
the enterprise. Moreover, local government units (LGUs) are encouraged either to reduce or 
exempt such enterprises from the payment of local taxes, fees, and charges.In addition, Section 
8 of RA 9178 states that BMBEs shall be exempt from the coverage of the Minimum Wage Law, 
provided, however, that employees of such enterprises shall remain entitled to statutory 
benefits accorded to regular employees, including, but not limited to, social security and health 
care benefits.With respect to registration, an applicant seeking to avail of the benefits granted 
to BMBEs may file an application through any of the following modes: (1) by submitting online 
application through the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) electronic BMBE portal; or (2) 
by personally filing the application with the nearest DTI Negosyo Center or the Office of the City 
or Municipal Treasurer having jurisdiction over the business.The application shall be subject to 
evaluation by the DTI. Upon a finding of compliance with the statutory qualifications, a 
Certificate of Authority shall be issued, which shall remain valid for a period of two years, and 
may be renewed for another two years.We hope that we were able to answer your queries. This 
advice was based solely on the facts you have narrated and our appreciation of the same. Our 
opinion may vary when other facts are changed or elaborated.Thank you for your continued 
trust and support.Editor’s note: Dear PAO is a daily column of the Public Attorney’s Office. 
Questions for Chief Acosta may be sent to dearpao@manilatimes.net

• Senators push for budget reform to boost transparency, fiscal discipline (2026-03-10 16:16)

SENATORS on Tuesday pushed for sweeping reforms in the country’s national budget process 
to ensure greater transparency and stronger fiscal discipline.During a public hearing of the 
Senate Committee on Finance chaired by Sen. Sherwin Gatchalian, lawmakers discussed several 
measures aimed at overhauling the budgeting system and institutionalizing reforms in public 
financial management.The proposed reforms aim to expand the participation of local 
government units and civil society organizations in the budget process, make budget 
documents more accessible for public scrutiny, and clarify technical budget terms such as 
“unprogrammed funds” and “special accounts.”The measures also propose the full 
digitization of the budgeting process — from data gathering and preparation to the final signing 
of the spending plan — to improve efficiency and accountability.Gatchalian said the proposals 
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were prompted in part by controversies surrounding the 2025 budgeting process, which drew 
scrutiny following corruption allegations linked to Department of Public Works and Highways 
flood control projects.“2025 was a tumultuous year for the budgeting process,” Gatchalian 
said. “We implemented various reforms during the deliberations on the 2025 budget. We 
introduced transparency measures to help the public better understand the budget process and 
to provide a clearer view of how the budget is deliberated, debated and eventually 
enacted.”However, the senator noted that many transparency initiatives were introduced on 
an ad hoc basis and were not yet embedded in law.The proposals aim to institutionalize such 
reforms to ensure consistency in future budget cycles.Among the measures discussed was Sen. 
Erwin Tulfo’s Senate Bill 1358, which seeks to strengthen the country’s public financial 
management system and reinforce Congress’ constitutional power over government 
spending.Tulfo stressed that the national budget — formally known as the General 
Appropriations Act — is the most significant piece of legislation passed by Congress each year, 
as it determines how government funds are allocated across key sectors such as infrastructure, 
health, education and social services.“The national budget, also known as the General 
Appropriations Act, is widely regarded as the most important piece of legislation that Congress 
passes each year,” Tulfo said in Filipino. “It sets out how we allocate government funds to 
programs and projects that affect the lives of our people.”He added that the existing 
budgeting system remains fragmented and vulnerable to inefficiencies due to limited 
transparency and public participation.“To address these concerns, we need to strengthen 
public financial management and institutionalize reforms that will make the process more 
accountable and transparent,” Tulfo said.He cited reforms introduced during deliberations on 
the 2026 national budget, when bicameral conference committee meetings between the Senate 
and the House of Representatives were livestreamed for the first time, allowing the public to 
observe negotiations on the final allocation of funds.

• ‘Ban political violence vs women’ (2026-03-10 16:14)

FORTY-TWO lawmakers on Tuesday filed House Bill 8393, which seeks to define and punish 
violence against women in politics, or VAWP.“While existing laws address gender-based 
violence, they nonetheless fail to capture the political dimension of these attacks,” the 
lawmakers said in the bill’s explanatory note.They said the Anti-Violence Against Women and 
Their Children Act “is limited to violence within intimate or domestic relationships.”The Safe 
Spaces Act, they said, “addresses sexual harassment in public and online spaces, but treats 
these as general offenses.”The Cybercrime Prevention Act “penalizes online crimes but lacks 
a gender-sensitive and political lens,” they added.“When a woman is attacked in politics, it is 
not merely an interpersonal dispute; it is a systemic attack intended to dismantle democratic 
participation,” the note read. “Addressing VAWP is therefore not only a matter of protecting 
women’s rights but also of safeguarding our democratic institutions and ensuring inclusive 
governance.”The bill defines VAWP as “any act or omission directed at, or affecting a woman 
in politics, which can be done in public or private, and which can occur online or offline, that 
results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, psychological, economic, institutional, or 
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symbolic harm or suffering to women in politics.” This includes threats, harassment, coercion, 
intimidation, discrimination, or deprivation of rights committed on account of gender.Under the 
bill, the penalty for economic violence against a woman in politics is imprisonment of six 
months to six years, a fine of P100,000 to P500,000, or both.“Any public officer, political party 
officer, or responsible official of a political organization who commits institutional violence shall 
suffer the penalty of imprisonment of not less than one (1) year but not more than six (6) years, 
and a fine of not less than P200,000 but not over P1 million,” the bill stated. “If the offender 
is a public officer, the penalty shall further include perpetual disqualification from holding 
public office and forfeiture of retirement benefits, without prejudice to administrative 
sanctions.”Acts constituting physical violence would be punished by a penalty one degree 
higher than those provided under the Revised Penal Code or other applicable laws when 
committed to prevent or punish a woman’s political participation.The penalty for 
psychological violence is imprisonment of one to six years and a fine of P100,000 to P500,000. 
For doxxing, the penalty is imprisonment of two to six years and a fine of P200,000 to P1 
million.The penalty for “technology-facilitated violence or online political abuse” is 
imprisonment of two to six years and a fine of P200,000 to P1 million, “without prejudice to 
prosecution under the Cybercrime Prevention Act of 2012 and other applicable laws.”The 
penalty for semiotic violence is imprisonment of six months to three years, a fine of P100,000 to 
P300,000, or both.Sexual violence “shall be punished by the penalty one degree higher than 
that provided under the Revised Penal Code, the Anti-Rape Law, the Safe Spaces Act, and other 
applicable laws, when committed against a woman in politics by reason of or in relation to her 
political participation, candidacy, or exercise of public office,” the bill read.Any “analogous 
act” resulting in VAWP would be punished by the penalty corresponding to the most analogous 
prohibited act.The bill stated that if a candidate or nominee is the offender, a final conviction 
shall include disqualification from public office and deprivation of the right to vote.The bill also 
listed aggravating circumstances, including the use of public resources and “disinformation 
and falsification with gendered intent.”The bill was filed by Mamamayang Liberal Rep. Leila de 
Lima, La Union 1st District Rep. Francisco Paolo Ortega V, Laguna 1st District Rep. Ann Matibag, 
Dinagat Islands Rep. Arlene Bag-ao, Surigao del Norte 2nd District Rep. Bernadette Barbers, 
Iloilo Rep. Julienne Baronda, Quezon City 6th District Rep. Ma. Victoria Co-Pilar, Bulacan 5th 
District Rep. Agatha Paula Cruz, Quirino Rep. Midy Cua, Negros Oriental 3rd District Rep. Janice 
Degamo, Cebu City 1st District Rep. Rachel Marguerite del Mar, Iloilo 1st District Rep. Janette 
Garin, Albay 1st District Rep. Cielo Krisel Lagman, Batangas 2nd District Rep. Gerville Luistro, 
Ilocos Sur 2nd District Rep. Kristine Singson-Meehan, 4K Rep. Iris Marie Montes, Cagayan 2nd 
District Rep. Baby Aline Vargas-Alfonso, Leyte 3rd District Rep. Anna Victoria Veloso-Tuazon, 
Bulacan 4th District Rep. Linabelle Ruth Villarica, San Juan City Rep. Ysabel Maria Zamora, 4Ps 
Rep. JC Abalos, Lanao del Sur 1st District Rep. Ziaur-Rahman Alonto Adiong, Laguna 4th District 
Rep. Benjamin Agarao Jr., Zamboanga del Norte 3rd District Rep. Adrian Michael Amatong, 
Lanao del Sur 2nd District Rep. Yasser Alonto Balindong, Negros Occidental 3rd District Rep. 
Javier Miguel Benitez, Manila 3rd District Rep. Joel Chua, Northern Samar 1st District Rep. Niko 
Raul Daza, Manila 1st District Rep. Ernesto Dionisio Jr., Caloocan 2nd District Rep. Edgar Erice, 
Muntinlupa Rep. Jaime Fresnedi, Eastern Samar Rep. Christopher Sheen Gonzales, Zambales 1st 
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District Rep. Jefferson Khonghun, Pusong Pinoy Rep. Jernie Jett Nisay, Cebu City 2nd District Rep. 
Eduardo Rama Jr., Bicol Saro Rep. Terry Ridon, Ilocos Sur 1st District Rep. Ronald Singson, 
Cagayan de Oro 1st District Rep. Lordan Suan, Oriental Mindoro 2nd District Rep. Alfonso Umali 
Jr., and Akbayan Reps. Dadah Kiram Ismula, Percival Cendaña, and Jose Manuel Diokno.

• Philippine senators push to revamp Labor Code for modern work setups (2026-03-10 
16:13)

SENATORS on Tuesday sought to update the 50-year-old Labor Code of the Philippines to 
address modern work setups, safeguard workers and promote economic growth.Sens. Risa 
Hontiveros and Francis Pangilinan raised the need to address the challenges both employers 
and workers face with the rise of artificial intelligence (AI), online jobs and even during times of 
war.The Senate Committee on Constitutional Amendments and Revision of Codes, led by 
Pangilinan, tackled the proposed Revised Labor Code and Revised Government Auditing 
Act.Pangilinan said the proposed Revised Labor Code “makes workers’ rights easier to 
understand, easier to claim, and easier to enforce.”The senator also said the nearly 
50-year-old Audit Code should be modernized to allow the Commission on Audit to monitor 
digital, public-private partnership and off-budget transactions.Hontiveros raised the need to 
update the labor law following the emergence of contractual work, subcontracting, freelancing, 
platform-based jobs, online work and the gig economy.She said the updated Labor Code should 
“integrate international labor standards and plug policy gaps in worker protections — 
including those addressed by jurisprudence and executive issuances.”Hontiveros said war, 
pandemics, the rise of AI, increasing oil prices and other issues contribute to workers’ 
problems. “It is time for our labor laws to catch up,” she said.The senator said the Labor 
Code should be synchronized with the recently enacted Expanded Maternity Leave Law, 
Expanded Solo Parents Welfare Law and Anti-Pogo (Phili­ppine Offshore Gaming Operators) Act, 
among others.“The snail-like resolution of thousands of labor cases, which helps perpetuate 
labor injustices, must end,” Hontiveros said.Pangilinan sought to protect Filipino workers and 
ensure government accountability amid rising oil prices and other economic challenges.He 
warned that without an updated code, workers would face gaps in protections.“A modernized 
code strengthens COA’s power to disallow irregular spending, recover lost funds and pierce 
the veil of so-called private implementers in corruption scandals,” he said.

• Marcos orders action vs MWO staff (2026-03-10 16:13)

A VIRAL video showing the mistreatment of overseas Filipino workers in Bahrain by a Migrant 
Workers Office (MWO) staff member has drawn the ire of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., 
Malacañang said.In a press briefing, Presidential Communications Office (PCO) Undersecretary 
Claire Castro said Marcos immediately ordered Migrant Workers Secretary Hans Leo Cacdac to 
take action against the MWO personnel, identified as Anthony Allermo.“President Marcos Jr. 
did not let pass the incident between MWO Bahrain employee Anthony Allermo and overseas 
Filipino workers there. The president was not happy about it. He was angry for our OFWs 
because of the mistreatment they received from some public servants,” Castro told reporters 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/11/news/national/philippine-senators-push-to-revamp-labor-code-for-modern-work-setups/2297194
https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/11/news/national/marcos-orders-action-vs-mwo-staff/2297199


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 239 — 2026-03-16

in Filipino on the sidelines of Marcos’ engagements at the United Nations Headquarters late 
Monday night.“A public servant should not abuse their power. There is no reason to brag or 
ignore our countrymen,” she added.The official was referring to a video shared across social 
media platforms where Allermo was seen shooing away Filipinos from the consulate.The OFWs 
were seeking assistance as they were affected by the recent hostilities in the Middle 
East.Allermo could also be heard saying that nothing could be done, no matter where or to 
whom they aired their grievances.“When the president saw the viral video showing Allermo 
mistreating OFWs, he immediately ordered DMW Secretary Hans Leo Cacdac to investigate and 
take action on the incident,” Castro said.She added that anyone who lacks a genuine desire to 
serve the public has no place in government, and that erring employees and officials should 
resign or be terminated.Castro also addressed criticisms that the government has neglected 
Filipinos asking to be flown back to the Philippines amid the volatile situation in the Middle 
East.The official noted that the DMW has processed flight bookings for those wanting to flee the 
hostilities.“Today, 16 OFWs from Tel Aviv, Israel, traveled by land to the southern Israel town 
of Eilat, which borders Egypt via the Taba border crossing. These 16 OFWs crossed the Egyptian 
border and will take the Cairo-to-Muscat-to-Manila flight with an ETA in Manila on March 11, 
9:30 p.m. Philippine time,” Castro said.“We have 20 OFWs from Dubai, with nine OFW 
dependents, who traveled from Dubai to Oman via the Khatmat-Malaha border crossing in 
northern Oman. Upon crossing the Omani border, they will go to Muscat and take the 
Muscat-to-Manila flight with an ETA in Manila on March 10, 9:30 p.m. Philippine time,” she 
added.In the United Arab Emirates, the Philippine government also booked commercial flights 
for OFWs and their dependents coming from Dubai.Flights are also being arranged for citizens 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, with the earliest departure set for March 14.This repatriation operation 
will be funded through the Emergency Repatriation Fund of the Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration, an attached agency of the DMW, Castro noted.More than 400 Filipinos have 
returned to the Philippines since the conflict in the Middle East began.

• Villanueva seeks social media ban for minors (2026-03-10 16:12)

CITIZENS’ Battle Against Corruption (Cibac) party-list Rep. Eddie Villanueva filed a bill aiming 
to ban minors aged 16 and below from creating social media accounts.House Bill 8262 was filed 
on March 3.“Protecting minors from unfiltered and harmful social media exposure is a moral 
and national responsibility,” Villanueva said. He added that the unchecked impact of social 
media on the youth “poses long-term risks not only to individual well-being but also to social 
cohesion and civic life.”Under the bill, no one aged 16 and below “shall be permitted to 
create, maintain, or access an account on a social media platform. This prohibition shall apply 
regardless of whether access is obtained directly, indirectly, or through third-party tools.” The 
measure mandates that parents and guardians shall exercise reasonable supervision and 
parental authority to ensure that those aged 16 and below “under their care do not access or 
use social media platforms in violation of this Act.”In cases of gross negligence and repeated 
violations, parents and guardians will be required to attend digital safety, responsible 
technology use, or parenting support programs to be crafted by the Department of Information 
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and Communications Technology in coordination with the proper agencies.Under the bill, it 
“shall be unlawful for any social media platform operator to allow those aged 16 and below to 
create and maintain active accounts.”

• OSG recommends acquittal of Maria Ressa (2026-03-10 16:11)

THE Office of the Solicitor General (OSG) asked the Supreme Court (SC) for the acquittal of 
Rappler Chief Executive Officer Maria Ressa and former researcher Reynaldo Santos Jr. in their 
cyberlibel case.In a statement, the OSG said it made the recommendation in a Manifestation 
and Motion filed with the high court on March 9, 2026.The OSG argued that the filing of a 
cyberlibel case against Ressa and Santos in 2019 for an article republished in 2014 was already 
time-barred.It cited the SC ruling in Berteni Causing v. People, which shortened the prescription 
period for cyberlibel offenses to one year.“In Causing, the Supreme Court re-examined the 
interplay of the cybercrime statute and the Revised Penal Code’s provisions on prescription. 
The Court adopted a limiting principle that fixes a definite, predictable period, reckoned from 
discovery by the offended party, the authorities, or their agents,” the OSG said.“The Court 
held that cyber libel prescribes in one year, consistent with Articles 90 and 91 of the Revised 
Penal Code,” it added.The cyber libel charged stemmed from a May 2012 article, which linked 
a businessman to the late Chief Justice Renato Corona, who was then facing an impeachment 
trial.The 2012 article was then republished in 2014 to correct a typographical error, and a 
cyberlibel case was filed in 2019.Santos was found liable as author of the article and Ressa as 
then-executive editor of Rappler. Ressa has since given up the post.In 2022, Ressa and Santos 
lost their appeal against a conviction for cyber libel at the Court of Appeals.“The OSG however 
underscored that cyber libel is not protected speech. Its penal sanction under existing law 
remains important, particularly in the digital environment where reputational injury, invasions 
of privacy, and harm to dignity may be amplified in reach and velocity,” the OSG said.“The 
OSG reaffirmed the government’s respect for the independence of the Judiciary and 
emphasized that it will abide by the Supreme Court’s final disposition of the case,” it added.

• DepEd seeks to fix classroom congestion (2026-03-10 16:10)

The Department of Education (DepEd) said Tuesday it is exploring more options to advance 
classroom decongestion efforts in public schools nationwide.Education Secretary Sonny Angara 
reiterated his call for a closer collaboration between the national and local governments to 
expedite resolutions for classroom shortage during the League of Municipalities of the 
Philippines (LMP) General Assembly on Monday.In a statement, the education chief said the 
department is now looking into various strategies to address campus congestion.“We are no 
longer content with the old system. We are changing the way we deliver to make it faster, more 
efficient, more effective, and more transparent,” he said.Included in the strategies is the 
potential pilot launch of a “4+1” blended learning model.“(It will be) four days onsite and 
one day online,” Angara said.The DepEd is also considering the expansion of vouchers in 
primary education, the leasing or acquiring of foreclosed private properties, as well as the 
mobilization of private sector donations for 2,000 learning spaces.Angara said by accessing 
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foreclosed properties, the DepEd can immediately use 1,000 classrooms.He also cited the use of 
pre-fabricated Learning Continuity Spaces (LCS), which were already piloted in Masbate and 
Davao del Norte, saying 2,571 units are slated for installation across 1,017 municipalities within 
the year.Angara, meanwhile, led the ceremonial signing of the memorandum of understanding 
with the LMP to accelerate classroom constructions in the country.“Education is a shared 
responsibility, and our LGUs are the best-positioned partners to ensure these funds are 
translated into actual, usable classrooms for our learners,” he said.Earlier, the DepEd signed a 
memorandum of agreement with provincial and city governments to impose special provisions 
on school building construction.The DepEd seeks to build 30,000 classrooms through 2028 
through conventional procurement; and 16,000 classrooms in high-congestion areas through 
Public-Private Partnerships under the recently approved PPP for School Infrastructure Project 
Phase III. 

• Nominations open for award promoting Philippines-China relations (2026-03-10 16:09)

THE Association for Philippines-China Understanding (APCU) opened nominations Tuesday for 
the 2026 Award for Promoting Philippines-China Understanding (APPCU), its Chairman and 
President Raul Lambino said.Lambino said that this will be the sixth APPCU event organized by 
the group in coordination with the Chinese Embassy.APCU Director Mafee Cai said that, in 
addition to the APCU website, nominations can be submitted via email.“All Filipinos are 
qualified to nominate fellowmen who are fostering better understanding with China,” Cai 
said.Lambino thanked the Federation of Filipino Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
Inc. for providing the venue for the event.The awards were first organized in 2020 by 
then-Education secretary Alejandro Roces and former president and current Pampanga Rep. 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.“We are fostering better relations between China and the Philippines 
through education and people exchange, or in the field of medicine,” he said.Lambino, former 
presidential adviser for Northern Luzon, reiterated that APCU recognizes and awards 
government officials for fostering China-Philippines understanding.He stressed that China has 
provided aid by donating 100 tons of rice through the APCU and Chinese businessmen.“The 
people-to-people exchange continued until diplomatic relations were established in 1976,” 
Lambino said.Meanwhile, the APCU head noted that under the One China policy, issues in the 
West Philippine Sea or South China Sea are best resolved by the Department of Foreign Affairs 
(DFA).“I am sure in the capability of DFA Secretary Teresa Lazaro and the DFA personnel in 
establishing good diplomatic relations with China,” Lambino said.

• Telcos told: Allow free calls to OFWs in Mideast (2026-03-10 16:08)

THE National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) has swiftly acted on President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr.’s directive to order telecommunications companies to connect overseas Filipino 
workers (OFWs) in conflict-stricken Middle East and their families in the Philippines, free of 
charge.NTC Commissioner Ella Blanca Lopez said the “Libreng Tawag (free calls)” program 
has been activated to cover OFWs in Iran, Iraq, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, the United Arab 
Emirates and Saudi Arabia.Lopez said in a statement that the NTC ensured telecommunications 
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companies’ compliance with the order.The NTC official reiterated that the commission is 
ready to carry out the president’s order, which seeks to help affected OFWs and their families 
stay connected without worrying about expensive international call, text and data charges.“As 
the regulatory body overseeing the telecommunications sector, the NTC commends Globe 
Telecom, PLDT/Smart, and DITO Telecommunity for their swift and compassionate response to 
the president’s directive,” Lopez said.“Through these efforts, we want to ensure that our 
kababayan (countrymen) can remain connected with their families, offer comfort to one 
another, and confirm their safety without additional financial burden,” she added.To ensure 
full compliance with the president’s order, Lopez said call stations in selected mall-based 
business centers where families can place calls to their loved ones in the Middle East have also 
been established.“The commission stands ready to monitor implementation of the 
president’s directive, facilitate any necessary coordination, and ensure that all OFWs and their 
families benefit fully from this vital support initiative, underscoring the government’s 
unwavering priority of their welfare and peace of mind,” Lopez said.

• Winnie the pooh marking 100 years (2026-03-10 16:07)

BURBANK, United States — Winnie the Pooh, the self-described bear of “very little brain” who 
has charmed generations with his homespun and heartfelt wisdom, is turning 100.The beloved 
children’s character ambled into the world in 1926 in a book written by English author A.A. 
Milne, and illustrated by E.H. Shepard.Now Disney, which acquired the rights to Pooh and his 
pals from Hundred Acre Wood in the 1960s, is holding a year-long celebration of the 
slow-witted bear, whose image is found all over the planet, from Azerbaijan to 
Zimbabwe.“Winnie the Pooh is all of us,” said Kevin Kern, senior manager of research at the 
Walt Disney Archives in Burbank, California, where all kinds of Pooh paraphernalia are neatly 
catalogued.“He shows all the emotions that we show. He sees the things that we see. He 
struggles like we do; whether he’s trying to get up a tree to get honey or understand his 
friends.“He’s so steeped in wisdom that he himself does not always think he’s giving, and 
that’s so timeless.” Pooh for President Milne’s first book -- published in Britain and the 
United States in October 1926 -- was inspired by the author’s son, Christopher Robin, and his 
collection of stuffed animals: Pooh, Piglet, Eeyore, Owl, Rabbit, and Kanga and her baby 
Roo.Two years later, the effervescent Tigger joined the gang for the second book, “The House 
at Pooh Corner.” When Disney’s first animated short appeared in 1966, Pooh’s signature 
look -- a too-short red t-shirt and nothing down below -- was set.Over the decades, there have 
been books in dozens of languages, plush toys, backpacks, lunchboxes, watches and feature 
films, most recently the live-action “Christopher Robin” in 2018, starring Ewan McGregor as 
an adult Christopher Robin who reunites with Pooh.But the lovable bear’s adventures did not 
stop there: he even ran for US president, with Disneyland holding a ticker tape parade in 1972 
as a lighthearted alternative to the battle between Richard Nixon and George McGovern.In the 
21st century, Winnie made another -- albeit unintentional -- foray into politics when Chinese 
critics of Xi Jinping noted what they said was a resemblance between the country’s leader and 
the portly bear.Communist Party censors worked to scrub the internet of any reference to the 
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character.And in 2023 after US copyright protections lapsed, Winnie found himself advising 
children how to avoid a school shooter when a Texas school district pressed him into action for 
a leaflet to warn them to “Run, Hide, Fight.” That same year, he became a knife-wielding 
villain in a low-budget slasher film called “Winnie-the-Pooh: Blood and Honey,” which 
recouped its budget many times over with a theatrical run that surprised industry watchers. 
Mark Henn, an animator who worked on the altogether more family-friendly 2011 Disney film 
“Winnie the Pooh,” said he had been thrilled to be able to draw a character he had grown up 
watching.“He definitely is a bringer of joy,” he told AFP.“He’s very calm. Even when he 
does get upset, there’s a calmness to his demeanor, which I think most people really gravitate 
to.”

• Cayetano wants tax amnesty extended (2026-03-10 16:07)

SEN. Pia Cayetano on Tuesday expressed support for extending the estate tax amnesty program 
until June 30, 2028, saying the measure would help ease the financial burden on families 
seeking to settle the tax liabilities of deceased relatives.During the March 10 Senate Committee 
on Ways and Means hearing, Cayetano emphasized the importance of the proposed extension 
in giving heirs more time to settle estate taxes without being weighed down by accumulated 
penalties and surcharges.“We have to emphasize what the benefit is. The amnesty, basically, is 
that interest, penalties and surcharges will not be imposed on you. And interest penalties and 
surcharges accumulate — every year it goes up,” Cayetano said.The estate tax amnesty 
program was originally introduced under Republic Act (RA) 11213, or the Tax Amnesty Act of 
2019, to encourage heirs to settle long-unpaid estate taxes by offering significantly reduced 
financial obligations.Under the program, heirs may pay a flat estate tax rate of 6 percent of the 
net estate without the additional interest, penalties, or surcharges that normally would accrue 
over time under the National Internal Revenue Code of the Philippines.Lawmakers noted that 
many families struggle to transfer ownership of inherited property due to unpaid estate taxes, 
resulting in large numbers of untitled or informally held properties nationwide.Data from the 
Department of Finance and the Bureau of Internal Revenue previously indicated that the 
amnesty program has helped generate billions of pesos in revenue while enabling thousands of 
families to transfer inherited assets legally.Under the proposed extension, qualified heirs would 
also be allowed to pay the estate amnesty tax in installments within one year, provided that at 
least 50 percent of the amount due is paid upon filing. The remaining balance can be settled 
without additional penalties or interest.Supporters of the measure said extending the amnesty 
period would encourage more taxpayers to avail themselves of the program, improve tax 
compliance, and help unlock idle or disputed properties that cannot be sold, transferred, or 
developed due to unsettled estate taxes.Cayetano said the extension would ultimately benefit 
both the government and the public by making tax compliance more accessible while 
generating additional revenue.“This gives families a chance to settle obligations that may have 
accumulated over decades while helping the government collect revenue that might otherwise 
remain unpaid,” she said.If approved, the extended estate tax amnesty program is expected to 
continue facilitating the legal transfer of inherited properties and reducing longstanding tax 
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liabilities faced by Filipino heirs.

• AFP: Military operations to continue despite oil crisis (2026-03-10 16:06)

THE Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) on Tuesday assured the public that all scheduled 
military operations and exercises will proceed as planned despite the global oil crisis due to 
tensions in the Middle East.“All AFP activities for this year that are operational in nature will 
continue. We could not afford to have a letdown in performing our mandate,” Rear Admiral 
Roy Vincent Trinidad, AFP spokesman for the West Philippine Sea (WPS), told reporters in a 
press briefing at Camp Aguinaldo.Also, the Salaknib (shield) and Balikatan exercises with the 
United States and Japanese forces will push through as planned from April to May.Last year, 
Balikatan, an annual large-scale joint military exercise between the Philippines and the United 
States, mobilized over 14,000 Filipino, American, Japanese and Australian forces.The AFP, 
however, said that the number of US troops and military assets is up to the American military to 
determine.As the offensive party, the United States has deployed over 50,000 troops for the 
Iran conflict.Since the armed confrontation began in late February, critics have warned of 
depleted US weapon stockpiles.Likewise, Arab states in the Persian Gulf are reportedly running 
dangerously low on interceptors to take down Iranian retaliatory attacks.US Defense Secretary 
Pete Hegseth called this claim a “bad miscalculation” and assured American forces that their 
stockpiles of defensive and offensive weapons “allow us to sustain this campaign as long as we 
need to.”The Philippines and the United States plan broader security engagements in 2026, 
including the deployment of US missiles and uncrewed systems to deter aggression in the West 
Philippine Sea.

• Philippine Army repels 'enemies' in simulated attack (2026-03-10 16:06)

THE Philippine Army (PA) on Tuesday said that its armor and artillery units repelled a simulated 
enemy attack during a “littoral defense live fire exercise” in Burgos, Pangasinan, last March 
9.PA spokesman Col. Louie Dema-ala said the drill was part of the Army’s ongoing “Catex 
Katihan,” which started on Feb. 26 and is expected to end late this month.“Catex” is short 
for combined arms training exercise.“The 701st Combined Arms Brigade utilized its armor and 
artillery assets, which included remote control weapons systems (RCWS) mounted on armored 
infantry fighting vehicles and 105mm towed howitzers,” he said in a statement.Aside from 
these military assets, Dema-ala said reservists also deployed combat drones at targets 
strategically placed near the coastline of Burgos.A total of 4,222 PA soldiers are currently 
participating in the unilateral exercise, with drills being held at various training areas in 
Pangasinan and Ilocos Norte.“The littoral defense drill is one of the key highlights of the 
ongoing third iteration of Catex ‘Katihan,’ which tests the Army’s Land Defense Concept in 
support of the external security operations,” the PA spokesman said.Dema-ala also said PA 
chief Lt. Gen. Antonio Nafarrete personally witnessed the live fire drill and commended the 
participating troops.He added that the Army chief capped his visit by directing PA units to train 
hard to meet the challenges of the fast-changing global and regional security landscape.

• Troops guard Bangladesh gas depots (2026-03-10 16:05)

https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/11/news/national/afp-military-operations-to-continue-despite-oil-crisis/2297147
https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/11/news/national/philippine-army-repels-enemies-in-simulated-attack/2297148
https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/11/news/national/troops-guard-bangladesh-gas-depots/2297144


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 245 — 2026-03-16

THE oil price spike caused by the war in the Middle East has sparked unrest in Bangladesh and 
exasperation at gas pumps around Asia, where many economies are heavily dependent on 
fossil fuel imports.Even as governments move to limit the impact on fuel prices, lines have 
formed at petrol stations in countries including Vietnam, Pakistan and the Philippines, although 
the situation remains stable elsewhere.In Bangladesh -- which imports 95 percent of its oil and 
gas needs -- the military has been deployed at major oil depots, as police patrol in and around 
filling stations.“We haven’t received supply from the depot, but the bike riders weren’t 
convinced and vandalized the station,” said petrol station worker Ashrafuzzaman Dulal told 
Agence France-Presse, describing violence on Sunday.On Tuesday his station Shahjahan 
Traders, one of the oldest in the capital Dhaka, had hung a banner apologizing because its stock 
had run out.The South Asian nation of 170 million people has started fuel rationing, sent 
students home and scrapped celebratory light displays over the energy crunch.One man was 
killed on Saturday night in the southern Bangladeshi district of Jhenaidah after an altercation 
over refueling with staff.Following the 25-year-old’s death, angry crowds torched three buses 
and vandalized a filling station, police said.So, so angry’ On Tuesday, queues stretched for 1.5 
kilometers (nearly one mile) through Dhaka’s city centre.“My boss left the car here and took 
a rickshaw to reach his destination,” Kamrul Hasan, who was waiting in a vehicle almost at the 
end of the queue, told AFP.Filling station worker Akhtar Hossain said he had not stopped for 
hours.“Even during the Gulf War, we didn’t experience this sort of rush,” Hossain told 
AFP.Oil prices fell Tuesday after US President Donald Trump said the US-Israel war on Iran 
could end “very soon”.The previous day, the price of benchmark crude had rocketed past 
$100 a barrel -- its highest level since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022.The market 
instability came as Iran targeted the crude-rich Gulf with missile and drone barrages.Maritime 
traffic in the Strait of Hormuz -- a key Gulf waterway through which a fifth of global crude 
passes -- has also all but halted since the war broke out.Thousands of motorbike riders queued 
for fuel Tuesday in Vietnam, where prices for unleaded gasoline have surged more than 20 
percent.Vietnam has so far avoided mass shortages, with the government scraping duties on 
many imported petroleum products.A 57-year-old who gave his name as Tuan told AFP at a 
Hanoi gas station that he was “so, so angry.” “I have been waiting in line for almost one 
hour. Then my turn came, and they said their system is down,” he said as dozens of drivers 
waited but others gave up.Myanmar price spike Vehicles also lined up in scorching heat at 
Philippine petrol stations this week, as officials warned against hoarding fuel, with similar 
scenes unfolding in Pakistan and Sri Lanka.Enrico Guda, a gas station attendant in Metro 
Manila, said the station had double its usual daily workload as people rushed to fuel up before 
prices jumped.In Myanmar, which imports 90 percent of its fuel oil and has long suffered from 
a fragile energy supply chain owing to the civil war consuming the country, traffic curbs are in 
place.From Saturday, half of private vehicles have been ordered off the roads each day to 
preserve oil stocks.“Some drivers depend on their vehicles for work and survival... the new 
system has made it harder for them to run their businesses,” said Hla Htay, 56, a car rental 
business owner.In the Myanmar frontier town of Tachileik, an AFP reporter saw signs 
cross-border supplies from Thailand had been cut -- with some petrol stations shut last week 
after an up-to threefold price spike the day before.In several other Asian countries, from Japan 
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to Indonesia, as well as China, India and Afghanistan, panic appears not yet to have hit, apart 
from a few sporadic queues for petrol.“I used to fill up regularly once a week, but now I try to 
fill up whenever I find a cheaper gas station,” South Korean businessman Lee In-tae, 42, told 
AFP in Seoul.

• Muntinlupa creates task force vs fuel overpricing (2026-03-10 16:04)

THE Muntinlupa City government will form a task force to monitor possible fuel overpricing and 
hoarding as part of energy conservation measures being implemented amid rising oil 
prices.Mayor Ruffy Biazon announced the move in a post on his official Facebook page on 
Monday evening, March 9, saying that the task force will lead efforts to enforce energy-saving 
measures in the city government and safeguard consumers.“Amid rising oil prices and in line 
with the president’s directive, we will implement cost-saving measures in the city 
government,” Biazon said.He said the task force will also oversee monitoring of fuel use in city 
government operations, including limiting fuel allowance to ensure vehicles are used only for 
official duties.Biazon added that a separate fuel allocation will be maintained for essential and 
responder offices to ensure unhampered delivery of critical public services.The city will also 
implement a compressed workweek from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday to Thursday, in some 
offices, and frontline and essential offices will continue operating under their regular 
schedules.On Tuesday, March 10, Biazon said he approved a resolution of the Local Finance 
Committee authorizing the implementation of cost-saving measures in anticipation of further 
increases in oil prices.Biazon also said the city government will implement energy-saving 
measures for electricity use in government buildings and encourage virtual meetings to help 
reduce travel and operational expenses.

• Expert: Ozempic safe but not for everyone (2026-03-10 16:03)

A HEALTH expert on Tuesday said that Ozempic, a medication primarily used to treat diabetes, 
can be safely used for weight loss but only for individuals who are overweight or obese and 
under medical supervision.During the “8 Billion Reasons to Act on Obesity: Stronger Heart, 
Healthier Kidneys, Better Diabetes Control” event held in Manila, Dr. Elaine Cunanan, vice 
president of the Philippine College of Endocrinology, Diabetes and Metabolism, Inc. (PCEDM), 
explained that semaglutide — the generic name of Ozempic — has been proven effective in 
helping individuals lose weight, even those without diabetes.“Ozempic was originally 
developed to lower blood sugar levels in diabetic patients, but it was later discovered to have a 
side effect of weight loss. This led to further studies, which confirmed its effectiveness in 
helping overweight and obese individuals shed pounds,” Cunanan said.She noted, however, 
that the drug should not be taken without medical supervision.“These drugs are good for 
diabetes and particularly for those who are obese. But it’s better to be supervised by a 
physician because we have criteria to determine the needs of the patient who is obese,” she 
explained.Cunanan said Ozempic may be prescribed for those without diabetes or other 
comorbidities if they meet certain criteria.She added that the drug may also be recommended 
for people with a body mass index (BMI) of 27 or higher, who already have related conditions 
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such as fatty liver, cardiovascular disease, heart attack, or stroke, as these patients are likely to 
benefit the most from the treatment.She warned the public against using unregulated versions 
of Ozempic, which are often sold online.While acknowledging its effectiveness, Cunanan urged 
the public not to rely solely on the drug but also to adopt healthier lifestyle habits.“Eat healthy, 
exercise. Don’t just rely on the medication,” she said.

• LGUs adopt four-day week in austerity bid (2026-03-10 16:02)

SEVERAL local government units in the National Capital Region (NCR) have adopted a four-day 
workweek in compliance with the national directive to conserve energy and reduce fuel 
consumption amid the ongoing conflict in the Middle East.The adjustments follow 
Memorandum Circular 114 issued by Malacañang, which directs government agencies and local 
governments to implement energy conservation measures.Marikina, San Juan, Makati, Las 
Piñas, Muntinlupa, Parañaque, Mandaluyong and Malabon have adjusted work schedules while 
assuring residents that essential public services will continue uninterrupted.In Marikina City, 
Mayor Marjorie Ann “Maan” Teodoro signed Executive Order 05, Series of 2026, 
implementing a four-day workweek in city government offices.Under the order, offices will 
operate Monday to Thursday from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., allowing employees to complete their 
required 40-hour workweek.Government facilities will remain closed every Friday to cut down 
on electricity consumption.Teodoro said that essential services and field operations, including 
the Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office, public safety units, and street maintenance 
teams, will remain fully operational.San Juan City also adopted a four-day onsite workweek 
through Administrative Order FMZ-075 signed by Mayor Francis Zamora, with eligible offices 
shifting to a work-from-home arrangement every Friday while hospitals, health centers, and 
other frontline units continue regular operations.In Makati, Mayor Nancy Binay said City Hall 
will implement the arrangement beginning March 16, with extended service hours from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Monday to Thursday, to ensure continued access to city services.Las Piñas City, under 
Mayor April Aguilar, has adopted a schedule of 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday to Thursday, while 
offices handling health services, disaster response, engineering and traffic management will 
maintain regular operations.Meanwhile, Muntinlupa Mayor Ruffy Biazon said some city offices 
will follow a 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. compressed workweek, alongside stricter monitoring of 
government vehicle fuel use as part of broader energy conservation measures.The Parañaque 
City government, led by Mayor Edwin Olivarez, will implement a four-day workweek with 
work-from-home arrangements every Friday, while Mandaluyong City, under Mayor Menchie 
Abalos, ordered offices to operate 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday to Thursday, under Executive Order 
2, Series of 2026.The Malabon City government has also started implementing a four-day 
workweek schedule for its employees.“We are expecting that all concerned employees and 
City Hall personnel would cooperate since the directive came directly from the president owing 
to the rapid fuel increases as a result of the ongoing Middle East conflict,” Mayor Jeannie 
Sandoval said.Under the new arrangement, employees will have longer work hours from 
Monday to Thursday, ensuring the continued delivery of essential public services.To initially 
comply with the 40-hour workweek required for employees, City Administrator Alexander 
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Rosete said the work schedule for the second week of March will be as follows: March 10–11, 
2026, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.; March 12, 2026, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and March 13, 2026, is a non-working 
day.After March 13, the regular work schedule will be from Monday to Thursday, 7 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Friday will be a non-working day.Rosete said offices that provide frontline services — such 
as the City Health Department, Ospital ng Malabon, City Social Welfare and Development 
Department, City Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office, City Environment and 
Natural Resources Office, City Engineering Department, and the Public Safety and Transport 
Management Office — are exempted from the new scheme.“They will continue their regular 
shifting schedules to ensure the continuous delivery of services to ‘Malabueños,’” he told 
The Manila Times.With a report from Arlie Calalo

• Cebu shipping firms raise fares amid oil price shock (2026-03-10 16:00)

TALISAY CITY, Cebu — Shipping companies and ferry operators in the Visayas are imposing 
temporary fare and cargo surcharges as global oil prices surge as a result of the expanding war 
in the Middle East.While one local ferry operator has canceled selected routes due to rising fuel 
costs, others continue operations but adjusted passenger fares, freight rates, and cargo tariffs 
to manage rising expenses.Lite Shipping Corp. will implement a temporary fuel surcharge on all 
passenger fares and freight rates starting March 11, 2026.The company said, “This measure is 
necessary to help offset the rising fuel costs and to ensure the continued safe and reliable 
operation of our vessels.” Management assured passengers that it will lift the surcharge once 
fuel prices stabilize.Medallion Transport Inc. will impose a temporary fuel surcharge on 
passenger fares and cargo rates starting March 10.The company described the measure as a 
difficult but necessary step to sustain operations during volatile times.Trans-Asia Shipping Lines 
will apply a 20 percent fuel surcharge on passenger fares effective March 9 and on cargo rates 
starting March 11.The company said rates remain fluid due to market volatility and cited 
escalating tensions in the Middle East, which have limited fuel availability and increased 
maritime operating costs.Gabisan Shipping Lines Inc. announced additional temporary 
surcharges after local diesel prices rose.The company said it will implement a temporary “fuel 
crisis charge” on freight and passenger services starting March 11.The advisory detailed 
increases of P120 on all passenger fares, P1,000 on RORO service, P200 on motorcycle fares, 
and 20 percent on each loose cargo tariff.It added that the adjustments aim to sustain regular 
operations amid expected further fuel cost increases.Earlier this week, Roble Shipping Inc. and 
Super Shuttle Ferry raised fares on March 9.Roble Shipping said, “Our main priority is to keep 
serving the riding public safely and reliably,” while Super Shuttle Ferry implemented a 
20-percent adjustment across all branches to maintain safe and dependable service amid rising 
fuel costs.OceanJet temporarily suspended several passenger trips connecting Cebu City with 
parts of Leyte and Bohol from March 6 to March 20, including routes between Cebu and 
Palompon, Palompon and Cebu, and Cebu and Getafe, citing the ongoing fuel crisis. The 
company has not indicated when normal operations will resume.Last week, the Maritime 
Industry Authority (Marina) authorized domestic shipping companies and maritime 
stakeholders to implement contingency measures to address the potential impact of the 
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escalating Middle East crisis on the maritime industry.Marina Administrator Sonia Malaluan said 
the measures are intended to ensure that domestic maritime transport remains stable despite 
global disruptions.“Marina is closely monitoring the evolving situation in the Middle East and 
its potential effects on global fuel prices and shipping operations. Through these contingency 
measures, we aim to ensure the continued movement of passengers and essential goods across 
the country while providing necessary support to the domestic shipping industry during this 
period of uncertainty,” Malaluan said.Under the advisory, shipping companies may implement 
operational adjustments, subject to Marina approval, including the consolidation or reduction 
of trips to optimize vessel capacity and fuel consumption. Shipping operators may also 
implement fuel surcharges or fare adjustments of up to 20 percent of the base fare, while any 
increase beyond this threshold will remain subject to Marina’s evaluation. Once the crisis is 
over, operators must remove any fuel surcharge and revert to pre-crisis passenger and cargo 
rates, Marina said.Profiteers warnedAs the country grappled with rising fuel prices, the Palace 
warned that the government would take legal action against profiteers and hoarders taking 
advantage of the crisis in the Middle East.In a briefing in New York on the sidelines of President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s engagements in the United Nations (UN) late Monday night, 
Presidential Communications Office (PCO) Undersecretary Claire Castro reiterated that the 
government will not hesitate to go after those who are found guilty of unscrupulous practices, 
especially in the middle of skyrocketing oil and fuel prices.“There is a law against hoarding and 
profiteering,” Castro told reporters in Filipino.“If you are caught violating the law, caught 
hoarding or taking action or engaging in profiteering, the government will not spare you 
because you will be sued and charged.” Pump prices on Tuesday rose by double digits with 
gasoline prices up by as much as P10.20 a liter, diesel by as much as P24.25 a liter, and 
kerosene by as much as P38.50 a liter.Castro earlier reported that the Department of Energy 
(DOE) issued a show-cause order to 54 gasoline stations for allegedly hiking prices 
prematurely.“The president’s call is for us to unite. Amid what is happening now in the 
Middle East, we should unite and work together.... If you take advantage, you will be in trouble. 
You will be sued and you may be deprived of the opportunity to do business,” she said.She 
said the Palace is in close coordination with the Department of Energy (DOE) and Department of 
Finance (DOF) for the next steps regarding Marcos’ request to Congress to grant him 
emergency powers to reduce the excise tax on fuel and ease the burden of consumers.Castro 
appealed to the public to not panic and assured them that the country has adequate supplies of 
fuel and essential goods despite rising oil prices amid the ongoing war in the Middle East.Sen. 
Francis Escudero, meanwhile, called for the strict enforcement of laws against fuel hoarding and 
profiteering, warning that opportunists must not be allowed to exploit the ongoing 
crisis.Escudero urged government regulators to intensify monitoring of petroleum supply and 
prices to protect consumers from artificial shortages and unjustified price increases that could 
worsen the financial burden on Filipino families.“Enforcement must be swift, decisive, and 
unforgiving to send a strong message that economic sabotage will not be tolerated,” Escudero 
said.The lawmaker emphasized that fuel hoarding and profiteering are forms of economic 
sabotage that weaken the country’s ability to withstand external shocks and 
disproportionately harm vulnerable sectors such as public transport drivers, market vendors, 
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and low-income households.Petroleum supply, he said, should be treated as a matter of 
national security, especially during periods of geopolitical instability that could affect the global 
energy market.Sen. Mark Villar expressed concern over the recent surge in global oil prices, 
warning that a sharp increase in domestic fuel costs could place additional strain on Filipino 
households and key sectors of the economy.Villar said the government must explore additional 
measures to cushion the impact of rising fuel prices, particularly on the transportation and 
agriculture sectors, which are highly dependent on petroleum products.WITH KRISTINA 
MARALIT AND JAVIER JOE ISMAEL

• Marcos woos US investors: PH open for business (2026-03-10 15:54)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. invited American investors to explore 
opportunities in the Philippines, reaffirming the country’s openness to business and the 
government’s commitment to improving the investment climate.“We are ready to work with 
you. The Philippines is open—and I mean that not as a slogan, but as a commitment from my 
administration,” Marcos said during a dinner reception hosted by the LT Group, Inc. (LTG) in 
New York on Monday.“We have been working hard to improve our investment climate, cut red 
tape, make it easier to do business, and build something lasting in our country. We are also at a 
moment of real opportunity,” he added.Citing manufacturing as an example, Marcos said that, 
with changes in the global supply chain, businesses no longer concentrate their operations in a 
single location and are now actively seeking trusted, capable, and strategically located 
alternatives.He said the Philippines was an option, given its skilled, adaptable, and 
English-speaking workforce and its continuously improving infrastructure.The country also has 
one of the youngest and fastest-growing populations in Asia, the President said."I encourage 
you—talk to each other; find the opportunities; and when you do, know that you have a partner 
in the Philippines who is serious about making it happen,” he added.Attendees include 
members of the US-Philippines Society, US-Asean Business Council, Philippine-American 
Chamber of Commerce, US businessmen and the Philippine business delegation.The LT Group, 
Inc. is a leading diversified holding company in the Philippines, founded in 1937 with major 
interests in banking, tobacco, distilled spirits, beverages, and property development.

• No winner in Ultra lotto 6/55, Super lotto 6/49 draws for March 10 (2026-03-10 15:13)

 MANILA, Philippines — There were no winners in the Ultra lotto 6/55 and Super lotto 6/49 
draws on Tuesday night, the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) said.The winning 
combination for Ultra lotto 6/55 was 42-58-35-02-51-26 which had a jackpot prize of 
P87,396,535.70.There was also no winner for the Super lotto 6/49 draw, which drew a winning 
combination of 42-46-32-19-44-16 for a jackpot prize of P99,658,844.67.  

• Lacson: Marcoleta liable for indirect bribery over undeclared campaign donations 
(2026-03-10 14:26)

MANILA, Philippines — Sen. Rodante Marcoleta may be liable for indirect bribery over his 
alleged undeclared campaign funds in the 2025 midterm elections, Senate President Pro 
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Tempore Panfilo Lacson said Tuesday.Lacson said Marcoleta’s attempt to explain his failure to 
disclose his campaign contributors in his Statement of Contributions and Expenditures (SOCE) 
“smacks of an admission against interest.”According to Lacson, Marcoleta claimed he 
received the contributions before he became a senatorial candidate. However, Lacson noted 
that Marcoleta was already a public official at the time, serving as a representative of the SAGIP 
party-list.Marcoleta served as SAGIP party-list representative from 2016 to 2025.Lacson also 
pointed out that after the Commission on Elections (Comelec) issued Marcoleta a show cause 
order, the senator allegedly tried to backtrack on his earlier argument by saying he received the 
contributions when he was not yet considered a candidate, based on a Supreme Court 
ruling.“Why has the Comelec not issued a resolution on Marcoleta’s SOCE case up to now?” 
Lacson asked.In a privilege speech, Lacson said Marcoleta and his legal team may have believed 
they were being “smart” by focusing on the technical timing of the contributions.“But the 
funny thing is that he admitted receiving contributions, so he would have a debt of gratitude to 
the contributors. This is a clear admission against interest, as lawyers say,” Lacson added.

• Marcos: US firm eyes building medical glove factory in PH (2026-03-10 14:09)

 MANILA, Philippines — American manufacturer US Medical Glove Company (USMGC) has 
expressed interest in building a medical glove manufacturing facility in the Philippines, 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. announced Tuesday.In a social media post, Marcos said the 
company’s planned investment could create more than 2,000 jobs for Filipinos.“I met with 
the US Medical Glove Company to discuss their plans to build a medical glove manufacturing 
facility in the country. The project could create more than 2,000 jobs for our kababayans,” 
Marcos said.“It will also allow us to produce essential medical supplies locally and open new 
opportunities in the growing global medical manufacturing industry,” he added.The President 
met with USMGC officials on Monday on the sidelines of his participation in a United Nations 
event in New York, where he delivered the country’s national statement at the Commission on 
the Status of Women.Malacañang said the American company’s investment would help 
strengthen local capacity to produce medical-grade supplies, with the government expressing 
support for industries that enhance health security and supply chain stability.The Philippines is 
well positioned to benefit from the planned investment due to its young workforce and 
expanding industrial base, it added. .

• LOOK: Farm Fresh def. Choco Mucho (3-2) (2026-03-10 13:11)

PVL All-Filipino Conference 2026Farm Fresh def. Choco Mucho (3-2)  Trisha TubuPlayer of the 
Game#PVL2026

• LPA outside PAR intensifies into tropical depression (2026-03-10 12:09)

MANILA, Philippines — The low pressure area (LPA) outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility 
(PAR) has intensified into a tropical depression, the state-run weather agency said on 
Tuesday.Weather specialist John Manalo of the Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) said the weather disturbance was estimated to 
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be some 1, 325 kilometers east of Eastern Visayas (outside PAR).Pagasa maintained that the 
tropical depression would not be directly affecting the weather conditions in the country as it 
was also not expected to enter PAR.However, its trough or extension is being experienced over 
Eastern Visayas, Northern Mindanao, Caraga, Davao Oriental, Davao de Oro, Sulu, and 
Tawi-Tawi at which cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms would prevail.Other 
parts of the archipelago, including Metro Manila, have been affected by the northeast monsoon 
or "amihan" which brings partly cloudy to overcast skies with isolated light rains in 24 hours, the 
national weather bureau said.

• Court denies bail petitions of 9 Zaldy Co co-accused (2026-03-10 11:57)

MANILA, Philippines — The Sandiganbayan Sixth Division on Tuesday denied the bail petitions 
of nine people charged along with former lawmaker Elizaldy Co.The Office of the Ombudsman 
filed the case—for alleged malversation of public funds through falsification of public 
documents—before the Sandiganbayan last November in connection with a road dike 
construction project in Oriental Mindoro.In a 41-page resolution promulgated on March 10, 
2026, the court said it found that Gene Ryan Altea, Ruben Santos Jr., Dominic Serrano, 
Montrexis Tamayo, Dennis Abagon, Juliet Calvo, Lerma Cayco, Gerald Pacanan, and Felisardo 
Casuno were "not entitled to bail.""It must be emphasized that the Courts ruling herein is not a 
prejudgment of the guilt of the said accused. The Court merely determined the weight of 
evidence for the purposes of bail," it said.

• CAAP aids stranded passengers at Siargao Airport after bad weather cancels flights 
(2026-03-10 11:47)

MANILA, Philippines — The Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines (CAAP) assisted 
passengers stranded at Siargao Airport on March 9, 2026 after bad weather forced multiple 
flight cancellations.At least 25 travelers were accommodated overnight at the airport's 
Pre-Departure Area.According to CAAP, the cancelled flights were attributed to unfavorable 
weather conditions associated with a low-pressure area (LPA) affecting parts of Mindanao, 
compounded by the prevailing Northeast Monsoon.Airlines also announced additional flight 
cancellations on Tuesday, March 10, due to continuing adverse weather conditions.The affected 
flights are as follows:CebgoDG6851 (Cebu-Siargao)DG871 (Siargao-Cebu)DG6863 
(Cebu-Siargao)DG6864 (Siargao-Cebu)DG6872 (Davao-Siargao)DG6850 (Siargao-Cebu)DG6759 
(Clark-Siargao)DG6760 (Siargao-Clark)Sunlight Air2R989 (Clark-Siargao)2R858 
(Siargao-Cebu)2R857 (Cebu-Siargao)2R990 (Clark-Siargao)PAL ExpressPR2374 
(Cebu-Siargao)PR2876 (Siargao-Clark)PR4351 (Cebu-Siargao)PR4352 (Siargao-Cebu)Passengers 
are advised to coordinate with their respective airlines for updates on flight schedules, 
rebooking arrangements and other travel assistance, as flight operations will resume once 
weather conditions improve and it is deemed safe to proceed.

• Authorities intercept P6.1M in drugs from unclaimed parcels (2026-03-10 11:40)
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MANILA, Philippines — Government agents have intercepted another shipment of illegal drugs 
at the Central Mail Exchange Center (CMEC), involving abandoned parcels worth P6.1 
million.Port of NAIA District Collector Yasmin Mapa on Tuesday said that approximately 795 
tablets of MDMA (Ecstacy), 1,096 grams of powdered ecstacy, 8 grams of cocaine, 14 grams of 
ketamine, and 11 grams of an undetermined substance were discovered on March 6, 2026. The 
items were found inside eight inbound parcels arriving from the Netherlands, France, and 
Spain.The illegal substances were reportedly consigned to several individuals across the 
country. The shipments were falsely declared as ordinary items in an apparent attempt to evade 
Customs inspection.As of March 2026, the Bureau of Customs-Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport (BoC-NAIA) has intercepted at least 21 parcels containing a significant volume of illegal 
drugs at the CMEC in Pasay City.

• Marcos angered by mistreatment of OFWs in Bahrain, orders probe (2026-03-10 11:01)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. was angered by reports that Filipinos 
were mistreated in Bahrain by a staff of the Department of Migrant Workers based in that 
country, Malacanang said on Tuesday.In a press briefing in New York, Presidential 
Communications Office (PCO) Undersecretary Claire Castro said Marcos immediately ordered 
DMW Secretary Hans Leo Cacdac to take action against the MWO personnel identified as 
Anthony Allermo.“President Marcos Jr. did not let pass the incident between MWO Bahrain 
employee, Anthony Allermo, and overseas Filipino workers there. The president was not happy 
about it. He was angry for our OFWs because of the mistreatment they received from some 
public servants,” Casto told reporters in Filipino at the sidelines of Marcos’ engagements at 
the United Nations (UN) Headquarters late Monday night.The official was referring to a video 
shared across social media platforms where Allermo was seen shooing away Filipinos from the 
consulate who were seeking assistance as they, too, were affected by the recent hostilities in the 
Middle East.Allermo could also be heard saying that nothing can be done no matter where or 
who they air their grievances to.“When the president saw the viral video showing Allermo 
mistreating OFWs, he immediately ordered DMW Secretary Hans Leo Cacdac to investigate and 
take action on the incident,” Castro said.She added that any one who has no genuine desire to 
serve the public has no place in the administration and erring employees and officials should 
resign or be terminated from their posts.

• DMW: Family of missing Pinoy seafarer to receive assistance (2026-03-10 10:32)

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Migrant Workers (DMW) on Tuesday assured full 
support to the family of a Filipino seafarer who went missing, after a tugboat assisting a 
distressed ship was attacked near the Strait of Hormuz. DMW Secretary Hans Leo Cacdac said  
the agency, along with the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA) and relevant 
regional offices, contacted the seafarer’s family to provide help.“Our team a few days ago 
had already visited the family’s home and assured them of our full support during these 
difficult times while we await the results of the search and rescue at sea,” Cacdac said in a 
statement.The seafarer, who was not named, was a tugboat crew member, who responded to 
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assist another vessel attacked over the Strait of Hormuz.Cacdac said while the seafarer’s 
fellow colleagues were all reported safe, that lone seafarer remains unaccounted for.Around 
6,400 Filipino seafarers on vessels in the Middle East were monitored and marked safe, while 
the DMW keeps track of ships carrying Filipino crew members near the Strait of Hormuz.

• Renault aims to stop selling fuel-only cars in Europe by 2030 (2026-03-10 09:08)

PARIS — French carmaker Renault said Tuesday it aims to end selling simple internal 
combustion engine vehicles in Europe by 2030 and plans to develop its new electric car 
platform with Google.Unveiling its new multiyear strategic plan, it targeted a nearly 23 percent 
increase in sales of Renault brand vehicles by 2030 to two million per year."By 2030, the brand 
is aiming for... 100 percent electrified sales in Europe and 50 percent outside Europe," the 
company said, which includes hybrid vehicles.Some 40 percent of the vehicles the carmaker 
sold in Europe last year were still equipped with purely fossil fuel-powered engines.It said it 
also intended to have achieved a shift towards electric mobility at its budget brand Dacia by 
then as well, increasing the number of electric vehicles in its range from one to four.Renault's 
strategy is in stark contrast to that of its rival Stellantis, which stunned investors last month with 
a massive 22-billion-euro ($25-billion) write-down of its EV operations, saying it had misjudged 
buyers' willingness to shift to cleaner vehicles.Renault chief executive Francois Provost said the 
company's ambition for the coming years is "to design and produce in Europe products that are 
best�in�class in terms of desirability, technology and competitiveness."The group envisages 
releasing 22 new models in Europe, including 16 electric ones, and 14 models on international 
markets.The company said it plans to develop its new electric car platform together with 
Google."It will also be the first carOS co-developed with the partner Google, based on Android," 
the company said.Renault said the aim is to have 90 percent of the vehicle functions able to be 
updated remotely, cutting time to deploy updates, and able to handle ultra-fast charging in as 
little as 10 minutes.Renault makes less money on electric vehicles than those with fossil 
fuel-powered engines. Its operating margin fell from 7.6 percent in 2024 to 6.3 percent last year 
and is set to fall further to 5.5 percent next year.The carmaker said it aims to keep operating 
margin between five and seven percent.

• Iran vows to fight 'as long as needed' as Trump says war will end 'soon' (2026-03-10 08:24)

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said Tuesday his country would keep 
fighting as long as necessary, casting doubt on US President Donald Trump's insistence that the 
conflict would be over "soon."The remarks from one of Iran's top leaders, who also ruled out 
negotiations with Washington, came as Tehran launched a new wave of attacks on US-allied Gulf 
nations hours after Trump's assurances of a swift end to the rapidly widening conflict.Trump's 
comments helped reverse the stock market slumps and oil price jumps of a day earlier, with 
markets in Tokyo and Seoul opening strongly, and oil prices down as much as five percent, a 
day after benchmark crude rocketed past $100 a barrel."It's going to be ended soon, and if it 
starts up again they'll be hit even harder," Trump told a news conference in Florida on Monday, 
after telling lawmakers that the campaign would be a "short-term excursion.""We've already 
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won in many ways, but we haven't won enough," Trump said.He threatened an attack of " 
incalculable" size if Tehran blocks oil supplies."We will hit them so hard that it will not be 
possible for them or anybody else helping them to ever recover that section of the world, if they 
do anything."However, in an interview Araghchi told PBS News "the firings continues, and we 
are prepared. We are well prepared to continue attacking them with our missiles as long as 
needed and as long as it takes."Iran's Revolutionary Guards also responded to Trump that they 
would "determine the end of the war."And Araghchi effectively ruled out negotiations with 
Washington, saying Tehran had "a very bitter experience of talking with Americans."Recalling 
previous US attacks during earlier negotiations, he said: "I don't think talking with Americans 
anymore would be on our agenda."Some oil sanctions waivedEarly Tuesday, Iranian attacks 
again targeted Gulf nations.The United Arab Emirates said it was "currently responding to 
incoming missile and drone threats from Iran," while in Bahrain citizens were told to take 
shelter as sirens sounded.Both Saudi Arabia and Kuwait also said they had intercepted and 
destroyed drones.In Iran, local media reported fresh attacks in the capital and Khomein, and 
Israel said it had struck an Iranian missile launcher shortly after an Iranian barrage that 
triggered warnings in several parts of Israel.The ongoing fire laid bare the uncertainty that has 
roiled markets globally, prompting fuel shortages and raising the specter of inflation.In a bid to 
calm prices, Trump announced he would waive some sanctions on oil, following talks with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin.Iran has targeted vessels traveling through the Strait of 
Hormuz, through which nearly 20 percent of the world's crude oil usually transits.French 
President Emmanuel Macron said Monday his country and its allies were working on a "purely 
defensive" mission to reopen the strait, aiming to escort ships "after the end of the hottest 
phase of the conflict."But it was far from clear when that might come.Iran's new supreme 
leader is hardliner Mojtaba Khamenei, who replaces his father who was killed in the first day of 
US-Israeli strikes. Trump has called Khamenei a "lightweight" and said he should be involved in 
choosing Iran's leader.The appointment was welcomed by some in Iran however, with state 
media carrying images of tens of thousands of people celebrating in central Tehran on Monday, 
many carrying the new leader's picture.'Just a bit of bread'The war has spiraled far beyond 
Iran's borders, dragging in not only its Gulf neighbors but also Lebanon, where Israel carried 
out fresh strikes on Tuesday.Lebanese authorities said Monday that Israeli attacks since March 
2 have killed at least 486 people and wounded at least 1,313.AFP has not been able to carry out 
a detailed breakdown of the figures.Lebanon was drawn into the Middle East war when 
Iran-backed Hezbollah attacked Israel after the killing of Iranian supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei.Lebanese President Joseph Aoun has accused Hezbollah of working to "collapse" the 
state, while the head of the group's parliamentary bloc said it had "no other option... than the 
option of resistance."Syria too criticized the group, saying it had fired artillery shells into its 
territory from Lebanon overnight, and warning its army "will not tolerate any aggression."Israeli 
strikes and ground incursions have pushed hundreds of thousands of Lebanese from their 
homes, with more than 660,000 registered as displaced, according to government 
figures.Among them is Zainab El Masry, 40, who was sleeping with her husband and children on 
the grimy pavement of a Beirut square."We have nothing to eat or drink, just a bit of bread," she 
told AFP.The conflict comes as Muslims mark the fasting month of Ramadan, and in Iran 
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residents said they were grappling with the war and its impact on prices."What amazes me the 
most is that people insist on sitting out on the terrace to watch the bombardments, as if it were 
a show," said cafe manager Reza, 36, in the northeastern city of Boukan."The real problem is 
money: banks no longer distribute cash and many bank cards are blocked," he said."So in my 
cafe, I made a simple decision: for those who can't pay for their coffee, it's on the house."

• House panel okays bill authorizing president to suspend, cut fuel excise tax in economic 
emergencies (2026-03-10 08:15)

MANILA, Philippines — The House of Representatives' Committee on Ways and Means on 
Tuesday approved a substitute bill that aimed to authorize the country's president to suspend 
or cut fuel excise taxes during national or global economic emergencies.The bill stated that the 
president "may, upon the recommendation of the Development Budget Coordination 
Committee, in coordination with the" secretary of the Department of Energy (DoE), "suspend 
the imposition of, or reduce the excise taxes on fuel, "subject to conditions.The conditions were: 
when the average Dubai crude oil price based on the Mean of Platts Singapore has reached or 
exceeded $80 per barrel for a month "immediately preceding the issuance of the suspension or 
reduction order;" or the president has declared a state of national emergency or calamity, "and 
such condition has resulted in extraordinary increases in domestic pump prices of petroleum 
products as certified by the" DoE secretary.Under the bill, the suspension may cover specific 
petroleum products. It allows full suspension or partial reduction of the excise tax rates.Also 
under the bill, the suspension or reduction can only last for up to six months unless Congress 
extends it or ends it earlier through a joint resolution. The total suspension period, the bill 
stated, shall not exceed a year.It also stated that "any suspension or reduction shall be lifted 
when the conditions that warrant the suspension or reduction no longer exist". Also under the 
bill, the president has the power to temporarily suspend or cut fuel excise taxes only until Dec. 
31, 2028.Under the bill, the president must submit, through the Finance secretary, to Congress 
a report within 15 days from the suspension order's issuance and every month afterward on the "
factual basis for the suspension or reduction of excise taxes;" the estimated foregone revenues; 
and the "expected impact on inflation, fuel prices, and other economic activity."

• Mayor: Offensive language vs women demands apology (2026-03-10 06:09)

MUNTINLUPA City Mayor Ruffy Biazon said on Monday that public officials should apologize 
rather than justify remarks that offend women, as he weighed in on the controversy sparked by 
Quezon City Rep. Bong Suntay.Biazon made the remarks on Monday, March 9, during the city 
government’s flag-raising ceremony, where he stressed that respect for women must be 
reflected not only in policies but also in the words people choose to say.“It doesn’t matter if 
you say in your mind you are innocent, that you only imagined it, or that you were just joking,” 
Biazon said.“It is how it is received by the person. If we commit a mistake, let’s say sorry. 
Let’s not justify it. If you offended someone, then you really have fault. Just simply say sorry 
and not do it again,” he added.Biazon, who said he voted in favor of the Safe Spaces Act when 
he was still a member of Congress in 2019, said men in particular should think twice before 
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making remarks that may objectify or offend women.He said the issue highlights the need to 
strengthen a culture of respect and gender equality, adding that a progressive society should 
recognize the role and dignity of women.The mayor explained that Republic Act 11313, or the 
Safe Spaces Act, penalizes unwanted or unsolicited remarks or actions that may offend others in 
public and online spaces, emphasizing that intent does not excuse statements that may be 
harmful to the person concerned. Biazon said the law was crafted precisely to address 
situations where people dismiss offensive remarks as jokes or harmless imagination, stressing 
that the standard is how the statement is perceived by the person at the receiving end.He also 
noted that the discussion comes at a timely moment as the country observes National 
Women’s Month, which highlights the long-standing struggle of women worldwide to gain 
recognition and equal rights.According to the mayor, women historically faced social and 
cultural limitations, including being confined to traditional roles, which prompted global 
movements such as the campaign for women’s suffrage and broader gender equality.Biazon 
said a truly progressive society recognizes women's role in society and ensures respect is 
reflected in everyday behavior and public discourse.“If we are saying that we are respecting 
women in the same manner, and we regard them as our equals, that is why it says gender 
equality,” Biazon said.“It goes to say that it is not only women, but also the members of the 
LGBT community who also deserve the same respect that we give to others. Everyone deserves 
the same respect that we give to another person.”  

• Customs task force to monitor country's oil inventory level (2026-03-10 06:09)

THE Bureau of Customs (BOC) has created a special task force to monitor the country's oil 
inventory level amid uncertainties over the expanding war in the Middle East and allegations of 
widespread hoarding of petroleum products even before scheduled fuel price increases take 
effect.Customs Commissioner Ariel Nepomuceno said Monday he has instructed all 17 Customs 
ports in the country to strictly comply with the president's directive to track oil importations and 
assess the inflow of fuel imports.Nepomuceno said Oil Inventory Level (OIL) Task Force will 
ensure data accuracy and strengthen coordination between Customs and the Department of 
Energy (DOE), the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR), and other concerned government 
agencies.The task force will be headed by Allen Dela Cruz, with Victor Pablo Trinidad of the 
Customs Legal Service as member.Nepomuceno said oil import flows need to be monitored to 
ensure that government authorities receive accurate information “given the current 
geopolitical developments.”The task force will inspect and oversee the monitoring of oil 
depots, bulk storage terminals, and other petroleum storage facilities.The group’s reports will 
provide the Office of the Commissioner with situational updates and guide policy or operational 
responses.The creation of the task force is also expected to strengthen the bureau's 
implementation of the Fuel Marking Program, a key measure in detecting fuel smuggling, 
ensuring transparency in fuel distribution, and promoting fair competition in the oil industry.In 
2025, the bureau was able to mark 21.102 billion liters of fuel and generated P247.12 billion in 
tax revenue.The Fuel Marking Program, jointly implemented by the BOC and the BIR, monitors 
all locally refined finished oil products to ensure correct payment of corresponding excise taxes 
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and value-added tax (VAT).It covers all petroleum products that are refined, manufactured, or 
imported into the Philippines that are subject to duties and taxes.Petroleum products that do 
not have the official marker or have the marker but are diluted beyond the acceptable 
percentage will be presumed to have been withdrawn to avoid paying taxes.

• Marcos firm: PH won't rejoin ICC (2026-03-10 02:09)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has not changed his position on keeping 
the Philippines out of the International Criminal Court (ICC), Malacañang said Tuesday. In an 
interview with reporters in New York, Palace Press Officer Claire Castro said that the 
President’s stance on rejoining the ICC remained unchanged."The President’s stance has not 
changed. We will still not rejoin the ICC," Castro said.The Philippines formally cut its ties with 
the ICC on March 17, 2019, a year after the country formally notified the United Nations of its 
withdrawal from the Rome Statute.

• Marcos renews pitch for UN Security Council seat in talks with Guterres during US visit 
(2026-03-10 01:45)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. met with United Nations (UN) 
Secretary-General António Guterres to tackle various issues, including the Philippines’ bid for 
a non-permanent seat on the UN Security Council, Malacañang said Tuesday.Marcos held a 
bilateral meeting with Guterres on Monday at the UN headquarters in New York on the 
sidelines of his working visit to the United States, the Presidential Communications Office (PCO) 
said.The PCO said the two leaders’ meeting reaffirmed the "long-standing partnership 
between the Philippines and the global body."It added that the Philippines’ candidacy for a 
non-permanent seat on the UN Security Council "will be a manifestation of a further 
reaffirmation of this long-term partnership."The President was accompanied by Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro, Philippine Permanent Representative to the UN in New York 
Ambassador Enrique Manalo, Philippine Ambassador to the United States Jose Manuel 
Romualdez, and Acting Presidential Communications Secretary Dave Gomez. 

• Pagasa announces end of La Niña (2026-03-10 01:30)

 MANILA, Philippines—The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration (Pagasa) on Monday announced the end of La Niña.Pagasa Administrator 
Nathaniel Servando said this signals the return of El Niño.He said that El Niño Southern 
Oscillation (ENSO)-neutral conditions will likely persist until August this year.Despite the end of 
La Niña, other weather and climate systems may still influence rainfall distribution in the 
country, Pagasa said.Rain-bearing weather systems may bring occasional heavy rainfall that 
could lead to flash floods and landslides, Servando said.  

• Metro Manila LGUs adopt four-day workweek (2026-03-10 01:05)

MANILA, Philippines — Several Metro Manila local government units announced late Monday 
that they would adopt a four-day onsite workweek in government offices following a national 
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directive aimed at conserving energy and reducing fuel consumption amid the ongoing conflict 
in the Middle East.Marikina, San Juan and Makati  adjusted work schedules while assuring 
residents that essential public services would continue uninterrupted.In Marikina City, Mayor 
Marjorie Ann “Maan” Teodoro signed Executive Order 05, Series of 2026 in which offices 
would operate from Monday to Thursday from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., allowing employees to 
complete their required work hours and would be closed every Friday to help reduce electricity 
consumption.Teodoro said essential services and field operations would remain fully 
operational, including the Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office, public safety units, 
street maintenance teams and other frontline services to ensure continuous emergency 
response and delivery of public services.Meanwhile, San Juan City adopted a four-day onsite 
workweek through Administrative Order FMZ-075, Series of 2026, signed by Mayor Francis 
Zamora.Under the arrangement, city government employees will report onsite from Monday to 
Thursday, while some offices will implement a work-from-home setup every Friday, with 
hospitals, health centers, emergency response units and other frontline offices continuing 
regular operations.Makati City will implement a four-day onsite workweek schedule starting 
March 16 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday to Thursday, Mayor Nancy Binay said.City officials said 
the adjustment follows Memorandum Circular 114 issued by the Office of the President 
directing government agencies to adopt energy conservation measures while maintaining 
accessible services for the public. 

• Government eyes 'exit agreement' with MILF by 2028 (2026-03-10 00:46)

MANILA, Philippines—The government aims to sustain coordination efforts to support 
socio-economic assistance in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao 
(BARMM) and move toward the eventual signing of an Exit Agreement with the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front (MILF) by 2028, the Office of the Special Assistant to the President (OSAP) 
said.In a statement, the OSAP said it was working to complete a clear and accurate baseline 
report on socio-economic assistance provided under the government’s normalization 
program in BARMM within the first quarter of 2026. The OSAP said this would serve as the basis 
for setting targets from 2026 to 2028 and for drafting a Joint Roadmap moving forward.Special 
Assistant to the President Anton Lagdameo Jr. recently convened a coordination meeting with 
key agencies to review the status of initiatives under the normalization program, particularly the 
Camps Transformation Plan, which aims to improve living conditions in communities located in 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front camps. The program also provides economic for former 
combatants and their families.There are 26,145 decommissioned combatants under the 
normalization program who are being provided education and livelihood support.Present 
during the meeting were officials from the Department of Public Works and Highways, 
Department of Agriculture and the Office of the Presidential Adviser on Peace, Reconciliation 
and Unity. DPWH Secretary Vince Vizon, Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel, Opapru 
Senior Undersecretary Isidro Purisima, Presidential Assistant for Bangsamoro Transformation 
David Diciano, ICCMN Secretariat co-head Wendell Orbeso, Joint Normalization Committee 
Chairman Ariel Hernandez, Joint Task Force on Camps Transformation co-chairman Baintan 
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Ampatuan and others discussed the validation of project submissions and clarified coverage, 
targets, and data gaps to determine follow-up actions."On behalf of President Ferdinand Marcos 
Jr, allow me to reaffirm this administration’s full support for the continued implementation of 
the Peace Agreements and the normalization process," Lagdameo Jr. said. "We remain 
committed to ensuring that the hard earned and deeply meaningful [gains] are protected, 
expanded and carried into the next generation," he added.OSAP emphasized that stronger 
coordination among agencies is crucial to ensure the timely completion of projects in BARMM.  

• Marcos meets with UN chief Guterres (2026-03-10 00:22)

  MANILA, Philippines—President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. met with United Nations (UN) 
Secretary-General António Guterres to tackle various issues, including the Philippines’ bid for 
a non-permanent seat on the UN Security Council, Malacañang said Tuesday.Marcos held a 
bilateral meeting with Guterres on Monday at the UN headquarters in New York on the 
sidelines of his working visit to the United States, the Presidential Communications Office 
said.The PCO said the two leaders’ meeting reaffirmed the "long-standing partnership 
between the Philippines and the global body."It added that the Philippines’ candidacy for a 
non-permanent seat on the UN Security Council "will be a manifestation of a further 
reaffirmation of this long-term partnership."The President was accompanied by Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro, Philippine Permanent Representative to the UN in New York 
Ambassador Enrique Manalo, Philippine Ambassador to the United States Jose Manuel 
Romualdez, and Acting Presidential Communications Secretary Dave Gomez.  

• LPA outside PAR now has high chance to intensify into tropical depression (2026-03-09 
22:03)

MANILA, Philippines — A low pressure area (LPA) outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility 
(PAR) now has a high chance of developing into a tropical depression within 24 hours, the 
state-run weather bureau said Tuesday.Weather specialist Veronica Torres of the Philippine 
Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) said, however, 
that the weather disturbance is unlikely to enter PAR.“It would not directly affect any part of 
the archipelago, but its trough or extension has already been bringing cloudy skies with 
scattered rains and thunderstorms over the Visayas, Mindanao, and Masbate,” Torres said in a 
5 a.m. briefing.Meanwhile, the Cagayan Valley, Cordillera Administrative Region, Aurora, 
Quezon, and the rest of the Bicol Region will experience cloudy skies with light rains due to the 
northeast monsoon, locally known as “amihan.”Pagasa said the same weather system will 
also prevail over Metro Manila and the rest of Luzon, where partly cloudy to overcast skies with 
isolated light rains are expected.In its heat index outlook, Pagasa said Metro Manila is likely to 
experience heat index levels of 31°C to 32°C on Tuesday. The highest heat index, however, 
could reach 40°C in Coron, Palawan, which falls under the “extreme caution” category.

• Senate passed bill promoting national autism care (2026-03-09 19:20)
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MANILA, Philippines — The Senate on Monday passed on third and final reading a bill that 
would integrate autism detection and screening into primary health care, as well as maternal 
and child health programs.Senators approved Senate Bill (SB) 1822, or the proposed National 
Autism Care, Support, and Inclusion Act, which seeks to promote the welfare of persons with 
autism spectrum disorder (ASD).A report by the Second Congressional Commission on 
Education showed that there are about 5.1 million children with special needs in the 
country.Senate Majority Leader Juan Miguel Zubiri said the bill recognizes people with ASD as 
persons with disabilities (PWDs), making them entitled to the benefits accorded to them under 
existing laws.The measure also institutionalizes a national framework to strengthen health care, 
education, and social services for persons with autism, while recognizing the vital role of 
parents and caregivers.Zubiri, the bill’s principal author, said the measure aims to address the 
“scattered assistance” available to people with ASD so that “families are no longer forced to 
navigate services on their own.”Sen. Joseph Victor Ejercito, who co-sponsored the bill, 
emphasized the importance of ensuring stronger government support for persons on the 
autism spectrum and their families.“Autism should never be seen as a burden. Rather, it is a 
different way of viewing and experiencing the world,” Ejercito said.Sen. Joel Villanueva also 
stressed the need to strengthen access to diagnosis, intervention, and support services for 
persons with ASD and their families.He said the measure would help families of children with 
special needs gain access to more trained specialists for timely diagnosis, intervention, and 
long-term care.

• Lacson: Senate to give 'utmost priority' to President's emergency powers request 
(2026-03-09 16:29)

MANILA, Philippines -- The Senate will give "utmost priority" to the request of President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. for emergency powers to reduce excise tax on petroleum products amid
the war in the Middle East, Sen. Panfilo Lacson said.Lacson on Monday said only those who did
not want to help "alleviate the suffering of ordinary Filipinos brought about by the uncontrolled
increase in the prices of oil in the aftermath of the raging Iran war would refuse to grant such
emergency power.""In fact, the Senate is giving utmost priority to tackle the measure toward
this end," the Senate president pro tempore said in a statement.Senate President Vicente Sotto
III said that since this weekend, they were "in constant coordination with the office of the
Executive Secretary regarding the bills needed to suspend the implementation of excise tax on
fuel and the bill allowing the importation of biofuel to address the effects of the surge in fuel
prices."Senators Bam Aquino and Joel Villanueva last week filed separate bills which authorized
the President to suspend or reduce excise tax on gasoline and diesel if its average prices reach
or exceed $80 per barrel based on the Mean of Platts Singapore.Aquino filed Senate Bill (SB)
1923 t o cushion Filipinos from the impact of sudden spikes in fuel prices.Villanueva filed SB
1922 which mandated the Department of Energy to assess current market conditions to help
the Department of Finance complete its recommendations to the President.Aquino filed SB
1923 granting the President the authority to suspend the excise tax on petroleum products
during national or global economic emergencies.
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• Marcos reaffirms PH’s support for women’s rights, empowerment in UN forum 
(2026-03-09 16:14)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. pushed for women’s rights to 
education, employment, and protection from violence as he faced the United Nations’ 70th 
Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW70) in New York.CSW70 is one of the 
UN-related events Marcos has in his agenda on his two-day working visit to the United States. 
His participation in the event, the chief executive stated, signaled the strong commitment of the 
Philippines to gender equality and women empowerment.He highlighted how Filipino women 
“have always stood at the center” in the Philippines’ way of life “as leaders in government 
and business, as innovators, educators, health workers, entrepreneurs, and as the steady 
strength within families and communities.”“Their contributions continue to shape our 
democracy, our economy, and our national character. Our country has worked consistently to 
translate this belief into policy — strengthening protections for women, expanding 
opportunities for education and employment, and promoting women’s leadership across all 
sectors of society,” he said.“But even as we take pride in this progress, we recognize that the 
journey toward full equality — both in our country and around the world — is far from 
complete,” he added.The president, however, pointed out that no matter how hard the push 
for equality and empowerment, if women’s rights to be “educated, safe, able to work, able to 
lead, able to decide the course of their own lives” were not acknowledged and protected, 
“then no level of prosperity can truly be called progress.”“Across many societies, women 
still face barriers that limit their opportunities. Too many continue to experience discrimination 
and violence. Too many girls are still denied the education that will allow them to shape their 
own futures. And that is why the work of this Commission remains as vital today as it was 
seventy years ago,” he said.“Economic empowerment is equally essential. Women must have 
access to employment, to finance, to entrepreneurship, and to leadership. Societies that fully 
include women in economic life are not only more just — they are stronger, they are more 
resilient. And we must remain united in confronting violence against women in all its forms. 
Violence erodes dignity, weakens communities, and undermines the very foundations of our 
justice,” he added.Beyond all these, Marcos called for all stakeholders to address factors which 
limited women’s roles in many parts of the world and reassured that the Philippines “stands 
ready to work with all nations to advance this cause.”“We cannot hope to solve the great 
challenges of our time if half of our humanity is excluded from shaping those solutions. Women 
must be present wherever decisions are made – in government, in business, in science, in 
diplomacy, and in peace building,” he said.“Because when women rise, societies rise with 
them. When women lead, nations move forward. And when every girl – no matter where she is 
born – can stand with confidence and say that her future is truly her own, and then we will 
know that we have built not only a more equal world...but a better one for all of humanity,” he 
added.

• Crude prices spike near $120 a barrel (2026-03-09 16:14)
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OIL prices spiked near $120 per barrel before falling back Monday as the Iran war intensified, 
threatening production and shipping in the Middle East and pummeling financial markets.The 
price for a barrel of Brent crude, the international standard, surged to $119.50 per barrel early 
in the day but later was trading at $107.80 per barrel.West Texas Intermediate, the light, sweet 
crude oil produced in the United States, spiked at $119.48 per barrel but fell back to $103 per 
barrel.The war’s toll on civilian targets grew as Bahrain accused Iran of striking a desalination 
plant vital to drinking water supplies, and oil depots in Tehran smoldered following overnight 
strikes by Israel.Oil prices have surged as the war, now in its second week, ensnares countries 
and places that are critical to the production and movement of oil and gas from the Persian 
Gulf.Prices moderated after the Financial Times reported that some members of the Group of 
Seven industrial nations were considering releases of strategic oil reserves to alleviate pressure 
on the markets. The unconfirmed report cited unnamed people familiar with the talks.On 
Saturday, President Donald Trump downplayed the idea of turning to America’s Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve, saying US supplies were ample and prices would soon fall.Roughly 15 
million barrels of crude oil — about 20 percent of the world’s oil — typically are shipped every 
day through the Strait of Hormuz, according to independent research firm Rystad Energy. The 
threat of Iranian missile and drone attacks has all but stopped tankers from traveling through 
the strait, which is bordered in the north by Iran, carry oil and gas from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Iraq, Qatar, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates and Iran.Iraq, Kuwait and the UAE have cut their 
oil production as storage tanks fill due to the reduced ability to export crude. Iran, Israel and 
the United States also have attacked oil and gas facilities since the war started, exacerbating 
supply concerns.The surge in costs for oil and natural gas is pushing fuel prices higher, 
cascading through other industries and jolting Asian economies that are especially vulnerable 
due to the region’s heavy reliance on imports from the Middle East.The last time Brent and US 
crude futures traded near the current level was in 2022, after Russia invaded Ukraine.Higher 
energy costs push inflation higher, straining household budgets and denting the consumer 
spending that is a main driver of many big economies.Tokyo’s benchmark Nikkei 225 index 
shed 5.2 percent on Monday while other markets also foundered. US futures were down more 
than 1.5 percent.On Friday, the S&P 500 dropped 1.3 percent and the Dow plunged as many as 
945 points before finishing with a loss of roughly 450. The Nasdaq composite sank 1.6 
percent.In the US, a gallon of regular gasoline rose to $3.45 on Sunday, about 47 cents more 
than a week earlier, according to AAA motor club. Diesel was selling for about $4.60 a gallon, a 
weekly increase of about 83 cents.Energy Secretary Chris Wright, speaking on CNN’s “State of 
the Union,” said US gas prices would be back under $3 a gallon “before too long.”“Look, 
you never know exactly the time frame of this, but, in the worst case, this is a weeks, this is not 
a months thing,” Wright added.If oil prices stay above $100 per barrel, some analysts and 
investors say it could be too much for the global economy to withstand.Iranian authorities said 
strikes by Israel on oil depots in Tehran and a petroleum transfer terminal early Sunday killed 
four people. Israel’s military said the depots were being used by Iran’s military for fuel to 
launch missiles. Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, the speaker of Iran’s parliament, warned that the 
war’s impact on the oil industry would spiral.Iran exports roughly 1.6 million barrels of oil a 
day, mostly to China, which may need to look elsewhere for supply if Iran’s exports are 
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disrupted, another factor that could increase energy prices.The price of natural gas also has 
climbed during the war, though not by as much as oil. It was selling for about $3.33 per 1,000 
cubic feet late Sunday. That’s 4.6-percent higher than its Friday closing price of $3.19, after 
rising about 11 percent last week.Dollar gainsThe safe-haven US dollar took another leg higher 
on Monday, rising to a three-month peak versus the euro as oil surged past $110 a barrel and 
stocks slid on worries about the effects of a protracted Middle East war on global energy 
supplies.“Oil remains the transmission channel into inflation expectations, rates and currency 
markets, with the dollar’s resurgence echoing the 2022 energy crisis,” said Bob Savage, head 
of markets macro strategy at BNY.“The week ahead will test whether markets continue to treat 
the current conflict as a contained shock or begin to price a more durable supply 
disruption.”The dollar, which notched its sharpest one-week rise in 15 months on the breakout 
of war last week, has been the most consistent safe-haven asset, as gold has faltered amid 
broad selling in anything that has lately made sharp gains.The conflict has already led to the 
suspension of around a fifth of global crude and natural gas supply, as Tehran targets ships in 
the vital Strait of Hormuz between its shores and Oman, and attacks energy infrastructure 
across the region.Qatar’s energy minister told the Financial Times on Friday he expects all Gulf 
energy producers to shut down exports within weeks, a move he said could drive oil to $150 a 
barrel.High energy prices act like a tax and can also stoke inflation, leaving investors worried 
that central bankers may be reluctant to cut interest rates.Asian stocks plungeAsian stock 
markets plunged Monday as oil prices soared 30 percent on fears about supplies from the 
Middle East as the US-Israeli war against Iran continued into a second week with no sign of 
letting up.Investors, already spooked by concerns over extended tech valuations and the huge 
spending on AI, ran for the hills as crude rocketed to its highest level since the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine in 2022.Fears grew that the Middle East conflict could last for some time after US 
President Donald Trump said only the “unconditional surrender” of Iran would end the 
war.He added at the weekend that the spike in prices was a “small price to pay” to eliminate 
Iran’s nuclear threat, reiterating the White House’s insistence that the rise is 
temporary.Attacks on oilfields were reported in southern Iraq and in the northern autonomous 
Kurdistan region, which forced a US-run oilfield to cease production, while the United Arab 
Emirates and Kuwait have started reducing output.That came with maritime traffic in the Strait 
of Hormuz — through which a fifth of global crude and gas passes — halted since the war 
began on Feb. 28.The prospect of high energy prices for a sustained period has fanned fears of 
a fresh spike in inflation that could hit the global economy while preventing central banks from 
cutting interest rates to support growth.With the prospect of the global economy taking a blow 
from the crisis, equity markets extended last week’s losses, though they pared some of the 
early retreat.Seoul, which had been the best performer this year thanks to a tech rally, tumbled 
more than 8 percent at one point before closing 6 percent down, while Tokyo shed more than 5 
percent and Taipei fell more than 4 percent.Hong Kong, Shanghai, Sydney, Singapore, Manila, 
Bangkok, Mumbai, Jakarta and Wellington were also sharply lower.“Stocks continue to face 
stiff headwinds, with markets in Europe and Asia, specifically Japan, more vulnerable in the 
short-term given that those are heavy energy importers, and with those markets having vastly 
outperformed the US year to date, until the Iran war begun,” wrote Pepperstone’s Michael 
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Brown.Futures for all three main indexes on Wall Street were down more than one percent, 
while the dollar jumped against its peers as traders sought out its safe haven status.The 
prospect of interest rates being kept elevated, or even raised to combat inflation, saw gold 
prices sink more than 1 percent to around $5,100 an ounce.“The deeper shock is spreading 
across the production chain,” said SPI Asset Management’s Stephen Innes.“Gulf producers 
are scaling back output because storage hubs are filling up and export flows are seizing. Qatar 
has halted liquefaction at key gas facilities, a move that will take weeks to reverse even if the 
conflict cools tomorrow.“In other words, the market is not dealing with a headline shock. It 
deals with a physical disruption of oil molecules.“Oil above $100 is not just a commodity rally. 
It becomes a tax on the global economy.”However, Trump sought to offer reassurance that the 
spike in crude would not last long.“Short term oil prices, which will drop rapidly when the 
destruction of the Iran nuclear threat is over, is a very small price to pay for USA, and World, 
Safety and Peace,” he wrote on social media Sunday evening Washington time.But Michael 
O’Rourke at JonesTrading warned that the pain for investors could last for some time.“The 
worst is yet to come in the stock market reaction” he said. “I would expect more of a risk-off 
mood until we get some tangible positive news.”

• Mojtaba Khamenei: son and son to Iran's supreme leader (2026-03-09 16:13)

MOJTABA Khamenei, the son of late Iranian supreme leader Ali Khamenei who has been 
appointed as the new head of the Islamic republic, is a discreet figure who offers continuity of 
his father’s hardline leadership.The 56-year-old had no official post during his father’s rule, 
but was speculated to be acting behind the scenes to pull strings at the heart of power in 
Iran.He is regarded as close to conservatives, notably because of his ties with the powerful 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, which swiftly pledged allegiance to the new leader.The 
Islamic republic’s third supreme leader also received endorsements from President Masoud 
Pezeshkian, the armed forces and the judiciary within hours of his appointment.Because of his 
discretion at official ceremonies and in the media, Khamenei’s true influence has been the 
subject of intense speculation for years among the Iranian population as well as in diplomatic 
circles.He was named supreme leader by Iran’s top clerical body, the Assembly of Experts, in a 
statement published shortly after midnight on Monday (2030 GMT Sunday).Even though the 
Islamic revolution had put an end to a multi-century royal dynasty headed by the shah, the 
council opted for the kind of hereditary transition that Ali Khamenei had rejected on principle in 
2024.Born on Sept. 8, 1969 in the holy city of Mashhad in eastern Iran, Mojtaba Khamenei is the 
only one of the late supreme leader’s six children to hold a public position.Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei was killed aged 86 during the first wave of US-Israeli air strikes on Tehran that 
triggered the war in the Middle East on Feb. 28.Security force linksMojtaba Khamenei, a cleric 
who has a salt-and-pepper beard and the black turban of the “seyyed” — descendants of the 
Prophet Mohammed — is a veteran of the Iran-Iraq war in the 1980s.The United States 
imposed sanctions on him in 2019 during President Donald Trump’s first term, saying 
Khamenei represented his father “despite never being elected or appointed to a government 
position aside from work in the office of his father.”Ali Khamenei had “delegated a part of his 
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leadership responsibilities” to his son, “who worked closely” with Iranian security forces 
“to advance his father’s destabilizing regional ambitions and oppressive domestic 
objectives,” the US Treasury said at the time.Opponents have accused the younger Khamenei 
of playing a role in the violent crackdown that followed the reelection of ultra-conservative 
president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in 2009, which triggered a vast protest movement.According 
to an investigation by the Bloomberg news organization, which cited anonymous sources and 
Western intelligence agency reports, Mojtaba Khamenei has amassed wealth estimated at more 
than $100 million. Money from oil sales had been channeled into investments in luxury British 
real estate, hotels in Europe and property in Dubai through shell companies in tax havens, 
according to the investigation.On the religious front, Mojtaba Khamenei studied theology in the 
holy city of Qom, south of Tehran, where he also taught.He had attained the rank of Hujjat 
al-Islam, but was presented as ayatollah — a higher rank held by his father and by 
revolutionary leader Ruhollah Khomeini — upon his appointment as supreme leader.Mojtaba 
Khamenei’s wife, Zahra Haddad-Adel, died in the US-Israeli strikes that killed the former 
supreme leader, according to Iranian authorities.Israel has issued a stark warning to the new 
supreme leader and whoever selected him, saying “the hand of the State of Israel will continue 
to follow any successor and anyone who seeks to appoint a successor.”The Assembly of 
Experts has 88 members who are elected every eight years.It has overseen two leadership 
transition process to date — this week, and when Ali Khamenei was selected in 1989 following 
the death of Khomeini.

• Marcos set to ask Congress for powers to cut fuel taxes (2026-03-09 16:12)

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is set to issue a request to Congress to grant him emergency 
powers to reduce the fuel excise tax as part of the government’s efforts to cushion the impact 
of rising fuel prices.In an interview with reporters in New York City, Presidential 
Communications Office (PCO) Undersecretary Claire Castro said Marcos will be sending his 
request at the soonest possible time.“Yes, according to (Department of Energy) Secretary 
(Sharon) Garin. We have spoken to them. We are in contact and this call will be made,” Castro 
said in Filipino.The president earlier said he is considering exercising emergency powers to 
reduce the excise tax on petroleum products if oil prices reach or exceed $80-per-barrel mark. 
Oil prices have since breached the $100-per-barrel mark as the war in the Middle East 
widened.The proposed measure would be temporary and would be authorized by 
Congress.Castro also said the Palace has been made aware of the 54 gasoline stations that 
prematurely raised their fuel prices despite the DOE’s earlier announcement that there were 
no price increases in the past week.“The DOE has issued a show-cause order to these 54 gas 
stations so we can prove whether or not they violated the call not to increase gasoline prices. If 
it is proven that they have committed fraudulent acts, they can have their transaction permits 
canceled,” Castro said.The official warned profiteers seizing the opportunity to jack up oil 
prices that the law will go after them for their fraudulent actions.“The president’s call is for 
us to unite [given what is] happening in the Middle East. We must unite and work together. We 
do not need to tear each other down,” Castro said.“And to those people, you should not take 
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advantage (of the situation). What the president wants is for us to work together. If you take 
advantage, you will be in trouble. You will be sued and you may lose the opportunity to do 
business,” she added.

• Eala wins, reaches Indian Wells 4th round as Gauff retires (2026-03-09 16:11)

FILIPINO tennis ace Alex Eala advanced to the fourth round of the WTA 1000 BNP Paribas Open 
after World No. 4 Coco Gauff retired due to an injury at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden Stadium 
1 in California.Eala was leading 6-2, 2-0 when Gauff retired after receiving treatment on her left 
arm during a medical timeout late in the final set.Eala is expected to hit a new career-high 28th 
at the WTA rankings with her third round win, leaping four places from last week’s 32nd rank 
and three notches higher than her previous best of 31st.The 20-year-old Eala got back at the 
21-year-old Gauff, who defeated her at the Dubai Tennis Championships quarterfinals nearly 
three weeks ago, 6-0, 6-2.“I really didn’t wanna win this way but this is still really a big 
moment for me to be able to play in Stadium 1 of Indian Wells against such a great 
competitor,” said Eala after the 58-minute match.“I’m really grateful to be here and I’m 
super happy,” added Eala, who once again drew a huge Filipino crowd that she addressed in 
Filipino during the post-match court interview.“Mabuhay mga kababayan nandito tayo sa 
California. Maraming salamat sa suporta at magkita tayo sa next round (Long live my 
countrymen, we’re here in California. Thank you so much for the support and see you in the 
next round).”While Gauff’s injury played a part in Eala’s win, the lefty Filipino netter played 
well and even broke the American’s serve four times.Eala’s service and return game was 
working well against Gauff, who started nursing her injury in the latter part of the first set.“I 
felt it, like, the second game of the first set. I guess a simple way to put it, it felt like a firework 
was going off inside of my arm, and then my whole arm felt like it was on fire,” said 
Gauff.“And then as the match played, it got progressively worse, even on shots that I wasn’t 
even using my left arm for. It was a scary feeling,” she said.Seeking a quarterfinal berth, Eala 
faces World No. 14 Czech Linda Noskova in the fourth round likely on Wednesday.Noskova 
defeated Romanian Sorana Cirstea in their round of 32 clash, 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-4.

• Marcos in New York for UN engagements (2026-03-09 16:10)

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is in New York to participate in high-level discussions in the 
United Nations, including the situation in the Middle East and women’s rights.The chartered 
plane carrying Marcos and his delegation touched down at the Newark Liberty International 
Airport at 2:45 p.m. on Sunday (New York time).During his two-day working visit, he will attend 
the opening of the 70th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), where he 
will reaffirm the Philippines’ support to efforts championing the rights and empowerment of 
women and girls.“My participation in the CSW signals the strong commitment of the 
Philippines to gender equality and women’s empowerment,” the president said in his 
departure statement.“It is an opportunity to share the best practices of the Philippines, the 
challenges we face on women’s rights, and the lessons that can be learned from our own 
journey towards peace,” he added.Marcos will meet with UN Secretary General António 
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Guterres, where he will highlight the country’s commitment to multilateralism and 
international cooperation, and reiterate his administration’s call for rules-based international 
order.The president will take the floor at the special session of the UN General Assembly to 
push the country’s bid for a nonpermanent seat on the UN Security Council for 2027 to 
2028.“This candidature is about shared responsibility. It is about ensuring that the voice of the 
Philippines — and of developing countries — is heard at the highest forum of global peace and 
security,” he said.Marcos will also address the General Assembly special session to be 
convened by Guterres just for the Philippines.Apart from his UN-related activities, Marcos will 
also have meetings with American business leaders.With the president on the trip are First Lady 
Liza Araneta-Marcos, Foreign Affairs Secretary Maria Theresa Lazaro, Migrant Workers Secretary 
Hans Leo Cacdac, Presidential Peace Adviser Carlito Galvez Jr.; and PCO Acting Secretary Dave 
Gomez.This is Marcos’ sixth visit to the US since 2022.He designated Executive Secretary Ralph 
Recto, Education Secretary Sonny Angara, and Agrarian Reform Secretary Conrado Estrella III as 
caretakers of the government while he is away.Presidential Communications Office (PCO) 
Undersecretary Claire Castro said that being a council member would benefit not just the 
Philippines but the entire Southeast Asian region.The Security Council is a primary UN body 
charged with maintaining international peace and security, authorized to impose sanctions, 
authorize force, and dispatch peacekeepers.It is made up of 15 members. Five of them — 
China, France, Russia, United Kingdom and the US — are permanent members with veto power, 
with the rest being nonpermanent members elected for two-year terms.The Philippines was a 
nonpermanent member of the council in 1957, 1963, 1980-1981, and 2004-2005.It was in 2022, 
when Marcos first visited the US as president, that he renewed the country’s bid for a 
nonpermanent seat.All 193 UN member states will participate in voting for council seats in June. 

• De Lima sues for libel over cash delivery claims (2026-03-09 16:09)

REP. Leila de Lima on Monday filed complaints for libel, cyberlibel and perjury against lawyer 
Levito Baligod and 18 individuals who introduced themselves as former Marines, accusing them 
of spreading false allegations that she received billions of pesos from former congressman 
Zaldy Co.De Lima, the representative of the Mamamayang Liberal party-list and a deputy 
minority leader in the House, filed the cases before the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) 
and the Department of Justice (DOJ).The cases stemmed from sworn statements and public 
remarks by Baligod and the other respondents that she and other personalities received cash 
supposedly delivered by Co to support the building of cases against former president Rodrigo 
Duterte.De Lima told reporters after filing the cases that the allegations were “lies” intended 
to damage her reputation.“It’s very clear to me that these are being done to besmirch my 
reputation and smear my name,” she said.De Lima also filed a perjury complaint against the 
18 individuals over what she described as untruthful statements in their sworn affidavit.The 
allegations circulated after a press conference organized by Baligod in February, where the 
group presented a joint affidavit claiming they had served as Co’s security personnel and 
“bagmen.”They claimed that large sums of money were delivered to several officials, 
including de Lima.De Lima denied receiving such payments.She pointed out inconsistencies in 
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the accusations, saying the claim shifted from money allegedly delivered in suitcases to cash 
supposedly placed in a paper bag.Baligod later acknowledged in media interviews that naming 
de Lima as one of those who received the money may have been an error.He said he and his 
co-respondents were “ready and willing to face all accusations against us.”De Lima suggested 
that the allegations could be intended to distract from developments involving Duterte, who has 
been detained for a year in a facility of the International Criminal Court in the Netherlands 
while facing charges of crimes against humanity linked to thousands of deaths during his 
anti-drug campaign.“It could only be the handiwork of the Duterte camp. Just look at the 
timing,” de Lima said.Catholic priest Flavie Villanueva, who joined de Lima in filing the 
complaints, said the allegations were also an attempt to discredit witnesses and victims of 
killings linked to the anti-drug campaign.Villanueva, founder of the shelter program Bahay 
Kalinga for families of drug war victims, said the accusations were meant to undermine 
testimony related to the killings.“This is a scare tactic and a smear campaign,” he said.Several 
officials named in the affidavit have denied the allegations. The Philippine Navy has also said 
that at least four of the 18 individuals identified in the affidavit were never members of the 
Navy or the Marine Corps.The controversy has also drawn legal action from Gregorio Pio 
Catapang Jr., director general of the Bureau of Corrections, who accused the group of falsely 
linking him to the alleged cash deliveries.The group said Catapang delivered “walong maleta” 
— eight suitcases containing millions of pesos — to Co at the basement parking area of a hotel 
in Bonifacio Global City.The accusations were later circulated online after the press conference 
was streamed on several platforms and discussed in a podcast episode hosted by broadcast 
journalist Jessica Soho.“I did not deliver eight suitcases of cash to Zaldy Co at BGC Shangri-La 
or anywhere else, and I did not participate in any kickback scheme,” Catapang said in his 
complaint.He also filed a perjury case against the 18 individuals before the Las Piñas City 
Prosecutor’s Office, and a disbarment complaint against Baligod before the Supreme 
Court.Catapang said the claims in the affidavit were “mathematically impossible.”He said 
large suitcases could hold between P50 million and P70 million in cash, while medium-sized 
ones could contain P30 million to P40 million.Based on those figures, the alleged eight suitcases 
would contain several hundred million pesos.Catapang said the accusations surfaced after he 
allowed several prisoners to testify before a House Quad Committee inquiry investigating 
extrajudicial killings linked to the previous administration’s anti-drug campaign.He said a 
complaint had earlier been filed against him before the Office of the Ombudsman by Manases 
Carpio, husband of Vice President Sara Duterte, in connection with his cooperation with the 
congressional inquiry.Catapang also accused Baligod of resorting to “trial by publicity,” saying 
the lawyer chose to present the accusations during a press conference rather than filing a case 
before the courts.

• Stricter citizenship verification system urged (2026-03-09 16:08)

SEN. Erwin Tulfo raised the need to tighten the country’s citizenship verification system amid 
questions on the nationality of detained mining executive Joseph Sy.Tulfo batted for a stricter 
process for granting citizenship during the hearing of the Committee on Justice and Human 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/10/news/national/stricter-citizenship-verification-system-urged/2296210


SecurityStudies.info PHILIPPINES — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 270 — 2026-03-16

Rights on the misuse of government-issued identification documents and visas that enable 
foreigners to circumvent laws and engage in illegal activities in the country.Sy, chairman of 
Global Ferronickel Holdings Inc., was arrested in August 2025 after immigration authorities 
linked his biometric records to a Chinese national.The Bureau of Immigration (BI) said Sy and a 
Chinese national named Chen Zhong Zhen or Shi Zhenzong are one and the same person.Sy 
went to court to seek release from BI custody despite questions over his citizenship. His 
passport is under review while deportation proceedings are ongoing.“This case shows gaps in 
how citizenship is granted. If Sy’s citizenship is valid, there is no issue. But if it was obtained 
illegally, it must be revoked, and those responsible be held accountable,” Tulfo said.Sen. Risa 
Hontiveros slammed the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) for delaying an endorsement of the 
cancellation of Sy’s birth certificate.Hontiveros said she was “mystified” that it took PSA 
almost three months to endorse the cancellation of Sy’s birth certificate to the Office of the 
Solicitor General (OSG).The OSG files a petition for the cancellation of birth certificates after it 
receives an endorsement from the PSA.She expressed concern that the PSA’s delayed 
endorsement to the OSG would expose a legal loophole that those with questionable birth 
certificates can exploit.“That should not be what PSA will do. That should not be what PSA will 
allow. PSA should not deny OSG to be able to do their duty because of this delay,” Hontiveros 
said.Sen. Raffy Tulfo pointed to abuses in the late registration of births and misuse of 
government-issued identification documents.“Until when will this so-called late registration 
stop? Because we always have people slipping through,” Raffy Tulfo said.He proposed a 
temporary moratorium to allow citizens to register without penalties.“Let’s open late 
registration for one year, from June 2026 to June 2027, without fines; free registration; and after 
that, require those registering late at age 10 or older to go to court for careful scrutiny,” he 
said.Raffy Tulfo also called for closer monitoring of local civil registrars to ensure strict 
compliance with the rules.“We have to find a system where both the Philippine Statistics 
Authority and local civil registrars work together to make the process more accountable,” he 
added.

• Globe backs stronger protection for OFWs (2026-03-09 16:07)

THE Global Anti-Scam Alliance (GASA) and the Department of Migrant Workers (DMW) have 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) aimed primarily at strengthening digital safety 
programs for overseas Filipino workers (OFWs).Globe, which serves as GASA Philippines Chapter 
chair, said the partnership was expected to deepen cross-border intelligence sharing and widen 
access to practical tools and resources that would help migrant workers recognize, prevent and 
respond to scams before real damage is done.DMW Secretary Hans Leo Cacdac said the 
partnership would strengthen the agency’s ability to protect OFWs through better information 
sharing, stronger digital literacy, and coordinated action across borders.“For our overseas 
Filipino workers, every peso they earn represents sacrifice, discipline and love for their families. 
We cannot allow criminals to take that away through deception,” Cacdac said.Derick 
OhmarAdil, Globe’s head of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Privacy Governance, noted in a 
statement that online scams are becoming more sophisticated and increasingly borderless.For 
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millions of overseas Filipino workers and their families, the risks are real and often personal, 
especially when it comes to cross-border financial transactions and digital communication, 
OhmarAdil said.He said that through GASA, which brings together Globe, Gogolook, Meta, 
Google, Mastercard, ScamwatchPilipinas, and other partners with the Cybercrime Investigation 
and Coordinating Center, public awareness campaigns could further expand, digital literacy 
would be strengthened, and more joint training sessions and advanced research initiatives 
would be carried out.“Overseas Filipino workers make tremendous sacrifices for their families 
and for the country. They should not have to worry about falling victim to scams while working 
abroad,” OhmarAdil said.“Through this partnership with the Department of Migrant Workers, 
we are strengthening digital literacy and promoting responsible use of technology so that 
protection keeps pace with evolving threats,” he reiterated.Globe emphasized that the 
partnership between GASA and DMW would equip OFWs and their families with clear, practical 
guidance and accessible tools to spot warning signs, verify suspicious messages or transactions, 
and protect the income they work so hard to earn.Reinforcing Globe’s broader commitment to 
digital safety, cybersecurity and responsible AI governance, the initiative would also highlight 
the importance of public and private sector collaboration in combating cyber-enabled crimes 
that do not respect geographic boundaries, OhmarAdil said.

• Court grants plea to attach Zaldy Co properties (2026-03-09 16:06)

THE Sandiganbayan’s Fifth Division granted the prosecution’s motion to issue a writ of 
preliminary attachment against certain properties pending a graft case filed against former 
lawmaker Elizaldy “Zaldy” Co.The Office of the Ombudsman last November filed the case 
against Co and other persons — including former officials of the Department of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH) Mimaropa — before the Sandiganbayan in connection with a road dike 
construction project in Oriental Mindoro.The Fifth Division said in a resolution promulgated on 
March 4, it found “sufficient grounds” for issuing the writ to attach Co’s properties in the 
Philippines as part of the Ombudsman’s demand that Co pay P215,331,394.47 for “the 
alleged injury or damages suffered by the government” in connection with the case.Attached 
to the Ombudsman motion were copies of original certificates of title, transfer certificates of 
title and condominium certificates of title over the prosecution-enumerated properties “with 
accused Co, his wife [...], or both spouses, as the registered owners.”The court said that during 
the hearing on Feb. 11, the prosecution asked that a property included in its motion be 
excluded because it had already been sold last July.It added that Co still has “an adequate and 
fair opportunity to contest the issuance of this writ.”

• LTFRB reviews fare hike bid amid soaring fuel prices (2026-03-09 16:04)

THE Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) said it was reviewing its 
earlier recommendation for a provisional fare increase for public utility vehicles (PUVs) amid 
fluctuating fuel prices.LTFRB Chairman Vigor Mendoza II said the agency needed to recalculate 
its previous proposal because the fuel price assumptions used when the recommendation was 
first made had already changed.“We will revise our recommendation. When we made that 
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recommendation, the numbers were different,” Mendoza said in an interview on Monday.The 
LTFRB earlier considered recommending a 50-centavo increase in the minimum jeepney fare 
when diesel prices were projected to reach between P61 and P65 per liter.However, Mendoza 
said the agency would review the figures again to determine the appropriate adjustment amid 
the changing fuel price environment.Under the LTFRB’s rule of thumb, every P10 increase in 
diesel pump prices could justify a P1 adjustment in minimum fares for jeepneys to help 
operators absorb higher fuel costs.The same benchmark could also apply to buses operating in 
Metro Manila, while provincial buses may see a proposed adjustment of about 30 centavos per 
kilometer.Despite possible adjustments, Mendoza said a provisional fare increase remained the 
government’s last option as authorities continued to examine other forms of assistance, such 
as fuel subsidies and service contracting.Mendoza said the agency had been consulting 
transport groups on possible measures to assist jeepney and bus operators who were grappling 
with rising diesel prices.He said the government’s first option was to release fuel subsidies for 
operators, followed by service contracting if needed.“We have been waiting for the green light 
as far as fuel subsidy is concerned,” Mendoza said.The LTFRB has also instructed its regional 
directors to identify routes that could benefit from service contracting while other possible 
interventions are being reviewed.The agency is also studying bus operators’ requests for toll 
fee reductions to help offset operating costs.LTFRB data show there are 136,980 traditional 
jeepneys and 9,183 modern public utility jeepneys nationwide, or roughly 146,000 units.The 
agency has proposed a fuel subsidy of P10,500 to P12,500 per unit for modern jeepneys, and 
about P5,000 for traditional units.Officials estimate the subsidy could cover fuel expenses for 
around 10 to 14 days.Funds would be distributed through operators’ LandBank cards once 
released by the government.Mendoza said authorities were also studying whether buses should 
be included in the fuel subsidy program.Transport groups have warned that some provincial 
bus companies have already begun reducing trips due to higher fuel costs, raising concerns 
about possible disruptions in passenger services.The LTFRB said it has submitted 
recommendations to the Department of Transportation (DOTr) and other concerned agencies, 
with discussions ongoing on possible assistance measures.Despite the options, Mendoza 
acknowledged that a provisional fare increase could become unavoidable if fuel prices continue 
to climb.“We hope the fuel subsidy and other measures can be implemented first,” he said. 
“But if those are not enough, the provisional fare increase is there as an option.”Free LRT, 
MRT ridesAkbayan Rep. Perci Cendaña on Monday urged the Transportation Department to 
offer the public free rides on the Light Rail Transit (LRT) and Metro Rail Transit (MRT).Cendaña 
made the call, fearing increases in fuel prices amid the conflict in the Middle East.“If the DOTr 
was able to provide free MRT rides as a Christmas gift to commuters, we can very much also 
make it free while we are facing a crisis,” he said in Filipino and English in a 
statement.“Commuters will bear the brunt of the rise in fuel prices. If there are free rides, it 
would ease the effect of the increase in the prices of petroleum and goods,” he said.Cendaña 
also pushed for quality mass transportation.The statement said Akbayan would file measures 
seeking “a stronger” government response on issues stemming from the conflict, including 
proposals to expand and increase the Pantawid Pasada program and encourage local 
government units to explore service contracting of public utility vehicles.with a report from 
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Reina Tolentino

• Govt agencies begin conserving energy (2026-03-09 16:03)

GOVERNMENT offices and institutions have heeded President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s directive 
to adopt energy conservation protocols in response to looming massive oil price increases amid 
the widening conflict in the Middle East.In issuing Memorandum Circular 114, s. 2026, the 
president expects government agencies and instrumentalities, including State Colleges, to 
implement a four-day onsite work setting beginning March 9, 2026.In compliance with the 
directive, the University of the Philippines Manila (UPM) has implemented a four-day 
compressed workweek and designated Mondays as a no-onsite workday starting March 9.UPM 
Chancellor Michael Tee said on March 8 that Mondays will be designated as a “no onsite 
workday,” which means administrative personnel will not physically report to 
campus.Employees will instead complete their required 40-hour workweek across the 
remaining four on-site days from Tuesday to Friday.The personnel may choose among three 
work schedules: 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., or 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Unit heads will 
coordinate with staff to determine which schedule ensures continuous work. Meanwhile, Tee 
noted that classes will proceed as scheduled.“Teaching and learning remain the university’s 
primary priority and will not be disrupted by these austerity measures,” the statement reads.  
Manila LGU response On Monday, Manila Mayor Isko Moreno signed Executive Order (EO) 8, 
mandating a four-day workweek for city government offices.In a live address on his Facebook, 
Moreno said that on-site work will be from Monday to Thursday, under two schedules: 7 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., and on Fridays, office operations will be suspended.“It is the policy 
of the city government to adopt flexible work arrangements that enhance employees’ welfare 
while ensuring uninterrupted delivery of essential public services,” Moreno said.Moreno 
emphasized that “No reduction in pay or statutory benefits shall be imposed without lawful 
authority and proper consultation.”He clarified that essential and frontline workers are 
exempted from the mandate. These include emergency response units such as police, fire, 
ambulance and disaster response teams; health and sanitation services, including public health 
centers, clinics, solid waste management and markets; as well as utilities and other operations 
that must remain continuously staffed.“Agencies providing essential services shall prepare 
staffing rosters and shift arrangements to ensure uninterrupted operations and public service 
availability; where necessary, rotational schedules shall be applied to ensure on-site 
coverage,” he added. Uninterrupted services despite 4-day workweek For its part, the 
Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) assured the public that the delivery of 
its programs and services will remain uninterrupted despite the implementation of a four-day 
compressed workweek across government agencies.DSWD Secretary Rexlon Gatchalian 
subsequently issued a memorandum ordering the adoption of a compressed workweek in the 
department’s central and field offices nationwide.Under the compressed workweek setup, the 
usual 40-hour workload spread over five days will instead be completed in four days, with 
personnel required to render 10 hours of work per day.Assistant Secretary Irene Dumlao 
assured the public that the department’s programs and services will not be disrupted by the 
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new arrangement.“You can be assured that our department’s programs and services will not 
be delayed,” Dumlao said.Dumlao explained that all DSWD offices providing immediate 
assistance will remain open five days a week to ensure that the public continues to receive 
timely support.“This includes our Disaster Response Command Center monitoring weather 
disturbances and other disasters, satellite offices processing Assistance to Individuals in Crisis 
Situations, outreach for families in street situations, clearance for minors traveling abroad, the 
Walang Gutom Program and Kitchen, and all DSWD centers and residential care facilities,” she 
said. Work arrangement at judiciary The Supreme Court has also adopted flexible work 
arrangements and energy conservation measures in the Judiciary, including a four-day on-site 
and one-day work-from-home scheme for most of its personnel.In a memorandum circular, the 
Court ordered that all officials and employees of the Supreme Court shall maintain a five-day 
workweek, rendering eight hours of work per day from Monday to Friday, consistent with the 
40-hour workweek requirement.Under the new arrangement, Fridays shall generally be 
observed as a work-from-home (WFH) day, “provided that, at least, 25 percent of the 
employees in each office or division shall report on-site every Friday, as determined by the head 
of office or division, to ensure continuity of operations.”Personnel on WFH shall remain 
reachable during office hours through official communication channels and shall attend 
required meetings, hearings, conferences, or on-site work when directed.“The WFH 
arrangement shall not be used to justify delay, inaccessibility, neglect of duty, or failure to meet 
required outputs,” the circular stated. Workers’ welfare Meanwhile, a group representing 
government workers and unions has warned that the president’s directive for strict energy 
conservation measures may compromise workers’ welfare, occupational safety and health, 
and quality of public services.The Public Services Labor Independent Confederation, or PSLINK, 
issued the warning in response to the energy conservation protocols.In a statement, the group 
said that the energy-saving measures — such as reduced air-conditioning, limited lighting, or 
restricted equipment use — must comply with workplace safety standards and ensure offices 
remain safe and conducive for both workers and the public.“Many government offices already 
suffer from poor ventilation, overcrowded workspaces, outdated infrastructure, and limited 
natural light. Inadequate cooling may increase heat stress, fatigue, and decreased 
concentration, affecting employee health and productivity,” it said.It pointed out that senior 
citizens, persons with disabilities, pregnant women, and other vulnerable sectors seeking 
government services are already at risk under the present situation.The group also noted that 
the circular’s proposed four-day workweek is already part of existing policies on flexible work 
arrangements, which remain underutilized or poorly implemented.It also raised concern for job 
order (JO) and contract of service (COS) workers, who may face income loss if work hours are 
reduced or schedules altered during the implementation of the four-day workweek without 
safeguards.It claimed further that the memorandum circular demands sacrifices from ordinary 
employees even as those at the highest levels of government have long engaged in 
energy-intensive excesses — costly official trips, lavish activities, and other expenditures funded 
by public resources — with little consequence. with reports from Allen Limos, Moises Cruz,

• QCitizens told: Maximize online services, free bus rides (2026-03-09 16:02)
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QUEZON CITY Mayor Joy Belmonte on Monday called on QCitizens to take advantage of the local 
government’s digital services and mobility programs amid soaring fuel prices.Belmonte 
advised residents to use the city’s E-Services portal to access government services and to save 
time and transportation expenses.“We understand that rising fuel and transportation costs 
can put additional pressure on many families. That is why we encourage our QCitizens to 
maximize our online services so they can transact with the city government quickly and 
conveniently, without the need to travel,” she said.Accessible via 
qceservices.quezoncity.gov.ph, the city government said QC E-Services now offers more than 
160 individual services across 34 programs, making it one of the most comprehensive local 
government digital platforms in the country.Through the portal, residents can apply for 
business, occupational and building permits; scholarship grants; and burial and medical 
assistance, including property tax payments — all through a single, streamlined online 
platform.Belmonte said that those who prefer in-person assistance may visit their nearest 
District Action Office, where frontline personnel are ready to assist with various service 
requests.To cushion the impact of potential fare increases, the city government, meanwhile, 
continues to operate the QCity Bus “Libreng Sakay” (Free Ride) program, which currently 
serves commuters on eight routes throughout the city, providing free and reliable public 
transportation.Residents may also take advantage of the city’s growing network of protected 
and shared bike lanes, offering a safe, healthy, and cost-efficient option for daily travel, 
according to the city’s chief executive.“We will continue to find innovative ways to ease the 
burden on our residents, especially during times when global events affect everyday 
expenses,” Belmonte said.She reiterated that through its digital services, district action offices, 
free bus rides, and bike-friendly infrastructure, residents would have practical and accessible 
options to save on transportation while staying connected to essential city services.

• MMDA distributes tents to QC fire victims (2026-03-09 16:01)

THE Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) distributed 100 modular tents to 
residents displaced by a massive fire in Quezon City’s Pinyahan district.MMDA General 
Manager Nicolas Torre III led the distribution on Sunday, March 8, a day after the blaze that 
burned for about nine hours before it was brought under control.The fire swept through a 
densely populated residential area on Friday, destroying several houses and forcing hundreds 
of families to evacuate to nearby shelters.Torre said the tents were provided to give temporary 
shelter to displaced families staying in evacuation centers while they recover from the fire.“In 
times like these, we see the true strength of our communities — the bayanihan, compassion, 
and cooperation of everyone,” Torre said.The agency said it will also conduct fogging and 
misting operations in evacuation centers to help prevent possible health risks among displaced 
residents.The initiative was also joined by the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO), led 
by General Manager Mel Robles, which distributed 2,000 “ChariTimba” (charity buckets) 
containing basic food items to affected families.Torre also spoke with several residents during 
the visit to listen to their concerns and assess the needs of families affected by the fire.Quezon 
City Mayor Joy Belmonte expressed gratitude to the MMDA and PCSO for the immediate 
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assistance extended to residents displaced by the blaze.Belmonte said the affected residents 
are currently housed in eight evacuation sites: Flora Ylagan High School, Pinyahan Covered 
Court, San Isidro Labrador Parish, NIA Covered Court, the NIA Building, Pinyahan Elementary 
School, the Napocor Office, and the NHA Balik Probinsiya Covered Court at the Manila Seedling 
compound.The relief activity was conducted at evacuation sites where families from the 
affected community are temporarily staying, as authorities continue to assess the damage and 
coordinate further assistance for those who lost their homes.

• Pump prices rise sharply this week (2026-03-09 16:00)

(UPDATE) THE Department of Energy (DOE) on Monday announced that fuel prices will rise 
sharply over the next few days starting Tuesday, March 10, as the Middle East conflict continues 
to disrupt global oil supply and prices.Over this period, oil companies will raise gasoline prices 
by as much as P10.20 a liter, diesel by as much as P24.25 a liter, and kerosene by as much as 
P38.50 a liter.Energy Secretary Sharon Garin said the increases would be imposed on a 
staggered basis over the next several days.Meanwhile, a Palace official said President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. was set to ask Congress for emergency powers to reduce the excise tax on fuel to 
cushion the impact of the latest price increases.In all this week, Shell will raise gas prices by 
P8.75 a liter, diesel by P24.25 a liter, and kerosene by P36 a liter. Among the oil companies, its 
increase in the price of diesel is the highest.Petron, on the other hand, will raise gas prices by 
P8.80, diesel by P19.20 and kerosene by P32.Total will raise the price of gas by P10.20 and 
diesel by P20.20. Its price increase for gasoline is the highest among the oil companies.Chevron 
(Caltex) will hike gas by P7, diesel by P19.20 and kerosene by P38.50. Among the oil companies, 
its increase in the price of kerosene is the highest.Jetti Petroleum will raise gas prices by P9 and 
diesel by 19.Seaoil will increase the price of gas by P8.80, diesel by P21.85 and kerosene by 
P35.95.Unioil will raise the price of gas by P7, and diesel by P19.50.The DOE said the companies 
would follow the following schedule for their price hikes:Shell will raise gas prices by P5.25 on 
March 10, P2.65 on March 11 and P0.85 on March 12. It will raise diesel prices by P14.55 on 
March 10, P7.30 on March 11, and P2.40 on March 12. It will hike kerosene prices by P21.60 on 
March 10, P10.80 on March 11 and P3.60 on March 12.Petron will increase gas prices by on 
P5.20 on March 10 and P1.80 on both March 11 and March 12. Diesel will to up by P11.60 on 
March 10, and P3.80 on both March 11 and March 12. Kerosene will go up by P19 per liter on 
March 10, and P6.50 per liter on both March 11 and March 12.Total said that it will increase its 
gasoline prices by P5.10 per liter on both March 10 and March 11, and hike its diesel prices by 
both P10.10 per liter on both March 10 and March 11.Caltex will raise gas by P1 each day 
starting March 10 to March 16, diesel by P2.50 each day over the same period, and kerosene by 
P5.50 each day, also from March 10 to March 16.Jetti Petroleum already raised its gas price by 
P2 on March 8 and P1 on March 9, and will continue to increase gas prices by P2. On March 10 
and March 11, and then by P1 on March 12 and March 13. Diesel prices were increased by P3 
starting March 8 and will continue going up by this amount until March 13.Seaoil will increase 
gasoline by P5.20 on March 10 then by P3.60 on March 11. Diesel will go up by P13.95 on March 
10 and by P7.90 on March 11. Kerosene will go up by P20.95 on March 10, and P15 on March 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/10/news/pump-prices-rise-sharply-this-week/2295693
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11.Unioil, it said that will increase gasoline prices by P3 on March 10 and March 11, and then by 
P1 on March 12.For diesel, Unioil said that it will hike by P12.00 per liter on March 10, P4.00 per 
liter on March 11, and P3.50 per liter on March 12.This is the eighth consecutive week that all 
fuel prices increased.Last week, gasoline prices increased by P1.90 per liter, diesel prices went 
up by P1.20 per liter, and kerosene prices were raised by P1.50 per liter.Marcos to issue formal 
request to Congress for emergency powers to reduce fuel excise tax.Excise tax reliefIn New 
York, Presidential Communications Office (PCO) Undersecretary Claire Castro said President 
Marcos is set to request Congress to grant him emergency powers to reduce the excise tax on 
fuel as part of the government’s efforts to cushion the public from the impact of rising oil 
prices.The president earlier said he is considering such a move if oil prices reach or exceed $80 
per barrel. On Monday, they spiked close to $120 a barrel.Castro also said the Palace has been 
made aware of the 54 gasoline stations that prematurely raised fuel prices ahead of the DOE 
announcement.“The DOE has issued a show-cause order to these 54 gas stations so we can 
prove whether or not they violated the call not to increase gasoline prices. If it is proven that 
they have committed fraudulent acts, they can have their transaction permits canceled,” 
Castro said.The official warned profiteers that the government would go after them.One of 
these was gas station in Pasig City that raised the price of gasoline from P51.98 to P79.93 per 
liter, an increase of more than 54 percent, said Energy Undersecretary Felix William 
Fuentebella, who led the inspection of the establishment.Fuentebella said the gas station was 
given 24 hours to submit a written explanation on why it allegedly violated the DOE’s fuel 
pricing and loading policies.“Based on the reports we received, on March 6 and March 7, they 
did not follow these orders, so they must explain within 24 hours,” Fuentebella said during the 
inspection.The inspection determined that the establishment failed to comply with a DOE 
advisory issued on March 6 directing oil companies and gasoline stations to strictly follow the 
agency’s price directives on petroleum products.Under the advisory, gasoline stations are 
required to comply with authorized fuel price adjustments, including any staggered price 
increases ordered by the Energy secretary.The DOE also reiterated that gasoline stations are not 
allowed to prematurely implement price increases, engage in profiteering, or assist in any form 
of illegal price manipulation.The agency said it continues to closely monitor fuel retailers to 
ensure compliance with government pricing policies and to protect consumers from possible 
overpricing amid the ongoing missile exchanges and escalating conflict in the Middle East.The 
Manila Times reached out to the gas station involved for comment but has yet to receive a 
response.Police to monitor gas stationsThe Philippine National Police (PNP) on Monday 
mobilized nationwide tracker teams to inspect gas stations all over the country to help the DOE 
monitor possible profiteering and gas hoarding.“That includes [monitoring of gasoline 
stations, as we are already on] Day Seven of the crisis in the Middle East. Since Day One, that 
has been the directive of the chief PNP to the Directorate for Intelligence of the CIDG (Criminal 
Investigation and Detection Group),” BGen. Randulf Tuaño, PNP Public Information chief, said 
in a press briefing at Camp Crame.On Saturday, the DOE ordered all oil companies, gasoline 
stations and downstream oil industry participants to strictly comply with existing fuel pricing 
and anti-hoarding regulations.Under the directive, gasoline stations are not allowed to 
implement unscheduled or unauthorized price increases outside established pricing 
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adjustments.

• Lone bettor wins P45M in Grand lotto 6/55 draw for March 9 (2026-03-09 15:21)

MANILA, Philippines — A lone bettor won the ₱45,000,000.00 jackpot prize in the Grand lotto 
6/55 draw on Monday, March 9, 2026, the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PSCO) 
announced.The winning combination was 38-32-08-20-19-09.According to PCSO, the winning 
ticket was purchased at a lotto outlet in Negros Occidental.Meanwhile, no bettor won the Mega 
lotto 6/45 jackpot worth ₱15,000,000.00.The winning combination for the 6/45 draw was 
23-24-03-38-04-21. 

• Filipinos race to fill tanks ahead of petrol price jump (2026-03-09 06:22)

MANILA, Philippines — Queues formed at Philippine petrol stations and officials warned against 
hoarding Monday as residents raced to fill their tanks ahead of an expected surge in prices 
driven by the US-Israeli war against Iran.Fuel costs will tick up between 17 and 24 pesos (29 to 
40 US cents) per litre this week, Energy Secretary Sharon Garin told a congressional committee 
on Monday, as oil prices soared on fears about supplies from the Middle East.The expected 
increase, which was not broken down by specific product, will be spread out over several days, 
she said."Some companies have volunteered not to impose the increase in one day. They're 
staggered over three days or five days, depending on the company," Garin explained in a 
televised interview."We have to remember these are not regulated prices. They just have to 
inform us what the increases are and justify it," she said.At a petrol station in Metro Manila, AFP 
journalists saw motorcycles, taxis and private cars queuing in scorching heat.Gas station 
attendant Enrico Guda, 31, said the normal number of vehicles the station handled in a day had 
doubled to about 1,000 as customers sought to fuel up before prices jumped."The line started 
24 hours ago. Morning, afternoon, even at dawn," he said.Francis Aranda, a 25-year-old 
university student, told AFP the spike "hurts"."I'm planning to use half my (weekly) fuel 
allowance so I won't have to worry in the coming days in case the war in Iran continues," he 
said.Police, meanwhile, have been instructed "to inspect gasoline stations in their localities... 
and gather evidence of profiteering or hoarding", Philippine National Police spokesman 
Brigadier General Randulf Tuano told a news briefing Monday.The ferries that tens of thousands 
rely on each day to traverse the archipelago nation of 116 million were also in the process of 
hiking fares.Starlite Ferries, a relatively small operator in the central Philippines, announced 
that a 25 percent increase would take effect Tuesday for both passengers and 
cargo.Montenegro Shipping Lines, which operates a fleet of 48 vessels, said its prices would go 
up 10-20 percent from March 23.President Ferdinand Marcos last week cited the rocketing price 
of fuel in announcing a shift to a four-day work week for non-essential government employees 
while ordering agencies to cut their fuel and power consumption by 10-20 percent.He also 
called on Congress to authorise him to reduce excise taxes on petroleum products if the price 
of crude oil breached $80 per barrel, a request an administration spokeswoman said Marcos 
would formalise on Monday.West Texas Intermediate, the main US oil benchmark, and Brent 
crude prices both sit north of $110 a barrel.

https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/09/news/lone-bettor-wins-p45m-in-grand-lotto-655-draw-for-march-9/2296204
https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/09/news/filipinos-race-to-fill-tanks-ahead-of-petrol-price-jump/2295645
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• Manila City Hall adopts 4-day workweek (2026-03-09 04:57)

MANILA, Philippines—Manila Mayor Isko Moreno on Monday signed Executive Order (EO) 8, 
mandating a 4-day work week for city hall employees.In his Facebook live address, Moreno said 
that on-site work would be from Monday to Thursday under two schedules: 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. There is no office work on Friday.He clarified that essential and frontline 
workers were exempted from the order.

• Palace: 54 gas stations ordered to explain price hikes (2026-03-09 04:09)

NEW YORK CITY – Malacañang on Sunday (New York time) warned that gasoline stations 
charging “unreasonable” prices may be meted with sanctions as the government monitors 
compliance amid the Middle East crisis.In a media briefing here, Palace Press Officer Claire 
Castro said the Department of Energy (DOE) has issued show-cause orders to 54 gas stations to 
determine if they have violated government warnings against hiking fuel prices.“Ngayon po, 
isinasagawa po ngayon dahil nagka-problema po at marami daw po yatang mga gasoline 
stations na nagtaas ng presyo (Right now, it is being carried out because there were problems, 
and apparently many gasoline stations have increased their prices),” Castro said.“So, 
nag-issue po ang DOE ng show-cause order sa 54 gas stations para po makita natin kung sila ba 
ay lumabag sa panawagan na huwag magtaas ng presyo ng gasoline (The DOE has issued 
show-cause orders to 54 gas stations to determine whether they violated the government’s 
warning not to raise fuel prices),” she added.Castro said the Palace would continue to monitor 
the situation closely and would take strict action against violators, including possible revocation 
of permits.“Kasi kapag po napakita rito na sila po ay may mga fraudulent acts, maaari po 
silang makanselan ng permit sa kanilang mga transaksyon (Because if it is shown that they 
committed fraudulent acts, their permit to conduct transactions may be canceled),” Castro 
said.She said the DOE would coordinate with gas stations, stressing that the government’s 
intervention is intended to prevent price manipulation while promoting fair business 
practices.The Middle East crisis has triggered global oil price surges, prompting the Philippine 
government to implement several contingency measures to address the issue.Castro 
emphasized President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s call for unity and cooperation during the 
crisis.“Kapag kayo po ay nagsamantala, meron po kayong kalalagyan. Kayo po ay 
madedemanda at maaaring matanggalan po kayo ng pagkakataon na kayo ay makapag-negosyo 
(Those who exploit the situation may face consequences. You may be sued and could lose the 
opportunity to do business),” she said.“So, tandaan niyo po, ang sabi po ng Pangulo, 
magtulungan tayo. Pero pag hindi po kayo tumulong at kayo po ay nang-abuso sa kahinaan po 
na nangyayari ngayon, kayo po ay maaaring mademanda at may kaukulang parusa po ‘yan 
(Remember, the President says we should work together. But if you fail to help and abuse the 
weakness amid the situation, you may face lawsuits and corresponding penaltie),” Castro 
added.Consumers were earlier advised to brace for higher pump prices, with gasoline projected 
to rise by P7.48 per liter, diesel by P17.28 per liter, and kerosene by P32.35 per liter.

https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/03/09/news/manila-city-hall-adopts-4-day-workweek/2295628
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• Marcos to request Congress for emergency powers to reduce fuel excise tax (2026-03-09 
04:00)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is set to issue a formal request to 
Congress to grant him emergency powers to reduce the fuel excise tax as part of the 
government’s efforts to cushion the impact of rising fuel prices.In an interview with reporters 
in New York City, Presidential Communications Office (PCO) Undersecretary Claire Castro said 
Marcos would be sending his request at the soonest possible time.“Yes, according to 
(Department of Energy) Secretary (Sharon) Garin. We have spoken to them. We are in contact 
and this call will be made,” Castro said in Filipino.The president said he was considering 
exercising emergency powers to reduce the excise tax on petroleum products if oil prices 
reached or exceeded the $80 per barrel mark.The proposed measure will be temporary and 
should be authorized by Congress.Castro likewise noted that the Palace has been made aware 
of the 54 gasoline stations who prematurely adjusted their fuel prices despite the DOE’s 
announcement that there were no price increases in the past week.“The DOE has issued a 
show-cause order to these 54 gas stations so we can prove whether or not they violated the call 
not to increase gasoline prices. If it is proven that they have committed fraudulent acts, they 
can have their transaction permits canceled,” Castro said.

• De Lima files libel, cyber libel raps vs Baligod, 18 alleged ex-Marines over P805B claim 
(2026-03-09 03:54)

MANILA, Philippines — Mamamayang Liberal Party-list Rep. Leila de Lima on Monday filed 
complaints for libel and cyber libel before the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) against 
lawyer Levi Baligod and 18 individuals who introduced themselves as former members of the 
Philippine Marine Corps.The complaints stemmed from allegations linking De Lima to the 
supposed delivery of P805 billion in cash intended for several government officials.Speaking to 
reporters after filing the complaint, De Lima said the statements attributed to the alleged 
former Marines and remarks made by Baligod in media interviews contained “lies” meant to 
damage her reputation.“We are here to file a complaint for libel and cyber libel against the 18 
alleged ex-Marines and also against Attorney Levi Baligod,” De Lima said, adding that the 
sworn statements and subsequent interviews repeated accusations that she had received 
money.“It’s very clear to me that these are being done… to besmirch my reputation and 
smear my name,” she said.De Lima denied claims that she received cash deliveries, whether in 
suitcases, paper bags, or other containers, calling the accusations “pure lies.”“I have not 
received any cash money, wherever it may have been placed,” she said.The lawmaker said she 
decided to pursue legal action to prevent the allegations from further damaging her name.“I 
will not allow them again to destroy my character and malign my name for whatever agenda 
they may have,” she said.The complaints came after the group allegedly circulated affidavits 
and made public statements claiming that large sums of money had been delivered to certain 
officials, with De Lima’s name among those mentioned.

• UP Manila implements 4-day workweek to conserve energy (2026-03-09 02:05)
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MANILA, Philippines —The University of the Philippines Manila (UPM) implemented a four-day 
compressed workweek and designated Mondays as a no-onsite workday starting today as part 
of energy conservation measures.This comes after President Bongbong Marcos issued 
Memorandum Circular 114, s. 2026, which mandates government offices to adopt energy 
conservation protocols, as a massive oil price increase is expected amid the widening conflict in 
the Middle East.The memorandum requires government offices to implement a 4-day onsite 
work setting beginning March 9, 2026.In a statement late Sunday, UPM Chancellor Michael Tee 
said Mondays would be designated as a “no onsite workday,” which means administrative 
personnel will not physically report to campus.Employees will instead complete their required 
40-hour workweek across the remaining four on-site days from Tuesday to Friday.Meanwhile, 
Tee also noted that classes will proceed as scheduled, emphasizing that teaching and learning 
remain its top priority.

• Marcos arrives in New York for UN engagements (2026-03-09 01:28)

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. arrived in New York for his engagements 
in the United Nations where he is expected to participate in high-level discussions, including the 
situation in the Middle East and women’s rights.The chartered flight carrying Marcos and his 
delegation touched down at the Newark Liberty International Airport at 2:45 p.m. on Sunday 
(New York time).On his agenda during his two-day working visit are his attendance to the 
opening of the 70th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) where he will 
reaffirm the Philippines’ support to efforts championing the rights and empowerment of 
women and girls.He is also slated to meet with UN Secretary-General António Guterres and is 
expected to highlight the country’s commitment to multilateralism and international 
cooperation as well as reiterate his administration’s call for rules-based international order 
and end to conflicts.The president will likewise take the floor at the special session of he UN 
General Assembly to push the country’s bid for a non-permanent seat on the UN Security 
Council for 2027 to 2028.Apart from his UN-related activities, Marcos will also be having 
meetings with American business leaders.The chief executive is accompanied by First Lady 
Louise “Liza” Araneta-Marcos; Foreign Affairs Secretary Maria Theresa Lazaro; Migrant 
Workers Secretary Hans Leo Cacdac; Presidential peace adviser Carlito Galvez Jr.; and 
Presidential Communications Office Acting Secretary Dave Gomez.

• LPA outside PAR likely to become tropical depression in 24 hours (2026-03-09 00:10)

MANILA, Philippines – The low-pressure area (LPA) outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility 
(PAR) has been forecast to develop into a tropical depression within 24 hours, the national 
weather bureau said on Monday.Weather specialist Aldczar Aurelio of the Philippine 
Atmospheric Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) said, however, that 
the weather disturbance has a slim chance to enter PAR.“It would also be unlikely to affect the 
country's weather directly, but its trough or extension was already bringing cloudy skies with 
scattered rains and thunderstorms over Visayas, Mindanao, Sorsogon, and Masbate,” Aurelio 
said during a 5 a.m. briefing.The northeast monsoon or 'amihan' is expected to prevail over the 
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next three days. Today, it is affecting Cagayan Valley, Aurora, Quezon, and the rest of the Bicol 
Region, bringing overcast skies and rain.Moreover, the same weather system is affecting the 
Cordillera Administrative Region, Oriental Mindoro, Marinduque, and Romblon, where cloudy 
skies with light rain are likely, according to its latest advisory.Pagasa said amihan would also be 
experienced over Metro Manila and the rest of Luzon, where partly cloudy to cloudy skies with 
isolated light rains would prevail.


