
— 1 —SecurityStudies.info

NORTH KOREA SECURITY
ANALYSIS REPORT

AI-Assisted Open Source Intelligence Assessment

Analysis Period: May 21, 2026 - May 28, 2026

This report was produced using open-source intelligence analysis. The assessment is grounded in
publicly available reporting and should be cross-referenced with primary sources. RSS feed articles
are listed in the annex for reference.



SecurityStudies.info NORTH KOREA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 2 — 2026-05-28

North Korea Security Analysis Report: May 21 -
May 28, 2026

Executive Summary

During the period of May 21 to May 28, 2026, North Korea demonstrated a continued
aggressive posture through significant military advancements and diplomatic
maneuvering. Pyongyang conducted its eighth missile-related test of the year,
showcasing new tactical ballistic missiles, AI-guided cruise missiles, and enhanced
artillery rockets designed for modern warfare and deployment near the South Korean
border. Concurrently, reports indicated a potential visit by Chinese President Xi
Jinping, signaling China's intent to reassert its role in Korean Peninsula diplomacy and
further solidify an emerging authoritarian bloc with Russia. Inter-Korean relations
remained strained, with North Korea maintaining its "hostile two-state" doctrine, while
South Korea sought "peaceful coexistence." These developments underscore North
Korea's commitment to military modernization and its strategic alignment with Beijing
and Moscow, posing an elevated threat to regional stability.

Key Security Developments

• Military Activities and Exercises: Advanced Missile and Artillery Tests
On May 26, 2026, North Korea conducted a series of tests involving tactical ballistic
missiles, artillery rockets, and precision cruise missiles, all overseen by leader Kim
Jong Un. These launches, detected off North Korea's west coast from the
Jongju/Chongju area, were described by state media KCNA as designed for "modern
warfare with enhanced combat application". The tests specifically confirmed the
combat readiness of AI-guided cruise missiles capable of striking targets up to 100 km
(62 miles) away, placing central Seoul within range. This marks North Korea's eighth
missile-related test this year.

• Defense Policy and Strategic Shifts: "Hostile Two-State" Doctrine and Border
Fortification

North Korea continues to pursue its five-year military escalation program, focusing on
expanding and modernizing its conventional and nuclear arsenals. Leader Kim Jong Un
has ordered stronger military preparations along the border with South Korea, aiming
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to transform the frontier into an "impregnable fortress". This aligns with Pyongyang's
formal adoption of a "hostile two-state" doctrine, abandoning the goal of peaceful
reunification with South Korea and embedding nuclear weapons as an operational
warfighting capability rather than a bargaining tool.

• Diplomatic Relations: China's Re-engagement
Reports emerged on May 21, 2026, of a highly anticipated visit by Chinese President
Xi Jinping to North Korea as early as the following week, after his meetings with U.S.
President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin. This potential visit
signals China's strategic effort to reinsert itself as a central mediator in Korean
Peninsula diplomacy and to counter growing American influence in Asia. Beijing aims
to ensure it remains central to any future negotiations between Washington and
Pyongyang.

• Diplomatic Relations: Deepening Russia-North Korea Ties
China and Russia, following their summit in Beijing on May 20, 2026, issued a joint
statement explicitly opposing sanctions, diplomatic isolation, and military pressure
against North Korea. They urged "relevant parties to halt actions that escalate
regional tensions". This follows earlier reports from late April 2026 of a proposed
five-year military cooperation plan (2027-2031) between Russia and North Korea,
indicating a shift towards a more institutionalized alliance that could involve arms and
technology transfers, joint training, and personnel exchanges. North Korea has been
supplying Russia with ballistic missiles and artillery rockets for use in Ukraine since
late 2023, potentially gaining valuable combat data.

• Diplomatic Relations: Strained Inter-Korean Dialogue
South Korea, under President Lee Jae Myung, has shifted its policy focus to "peaceful
coexistence" with North Korea, acknowledging Pyongyang's recent reframing of
inter-Korean relations as those between two separate states. However, inter-Korean
relations remain largely frozen, with no personal or economic exchanges in five years.
North Korea continues to refer to South Korea as its "primary foe" and has not
responded to Seoul's overtures for dialogue.

• Maritime and Border Security: DMZ Management and Chinese Anti-Smuggling
Efforts

On May 21, 2026, South Korea and the United States held defense talks in Washington
to discuss potential changes in the management of parts of the heavily fortified
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) with North Korea. While denying reports of joint or divided
control, a South Korean defense ministry spokesperson stated the aim was to make
DMZ management "more realistic". Concurrently, Chinese border patrol units
maintained a strict crackdown on smuggling attempts into North Korea along the Jilin
province border on May 20 and 21, 2026, despite smugglers anticipating a relaxation
of controls after U.S. President Trump's visit to China.
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• Defense Acquisitions and Arms Deals: AI-Guided Weapons
North Korea's recent missile tests highlighted the introduction of "AI-guided control"
for its precision cruise missiles, a significant technological advancement for its
conventional arsenal. Leader Kim Jong Un expressed satisfaction with these tests,
emphasizing the upgrading of weapon systems and automated launch systems for
enhanced combat application. The proposed five-year military cooperation plan with
Russia could further facilitate technology transfers and joint production.

• Cybersecurity: Ongoing Threats and Funding for Weapons Programs
While North Korea's foreign ministry rejected U.S. accusations of cyber threats on May
3, 2026, calling them a fabrication, reports from mid-May indicated a significant
increase in DPRK-linked cyber activities. CrowdStrike's 2026 Financial Services Threat
Landscape Report revealed that North Korea-aligned threat actors stole an estimated
$2.02 billion in cryptocurrency in 2025, a 51% year-on-year increase, with these
stolen proceeds "almost certainly laundered to fund the regime's military programs".
Threat actors are reportedly deploying AI to scale operations and improve deception
tactics.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

North Korea's recent actions and diplomatic engagements significantly impact
regional stability and relations with major powers. The speculated visit of Chinese
President Xi Jinping to Pyongyang, following his meetings with U.S. President Trump
and Russian President Putin, underscores a concerted effort by China to reassert its
diplomatic centrality on the Korean Peninsula. This move could position Beijing as an
indispensable intermediary in any future U.S.-North Korea talks, potentially sidelining
Washington's direct influence and shaping the agenda to align with Chinese interests.
The deepening ties between China, North Korea, and Russia, characterized by a
shared opposition to U.S.-led sanctions and military pressure, risk entrenching a Cold
War-style confrontation in Northeast Asia, with a consolidating authoritarian bloc
facing off against the U.S., South Korea, and Japan.

The explicit opposition by China and Russia to sanctions and diplomatic isolation
against North Korea further weakens international efforts to denuclearize Pyongyang.
This diplomatic shield provides North Korea with greater room to maneuver
internationally, reducing its dependence on negotiations with Washington and
bolstering its confidence in its military and geopolitical value. The proposed five-year
military cooperation plan between Russia and North Korea, potentially involving arms
and technology transfers, suggests a long-term strategic alignment that could
fundamentally alter the regional security balance and accelerate North Korea's
military modernization beyond its indigenous capabilities.
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For South Korea, these developments present a complex challenge. While President
Lee Jae Myung's administration is pursuing a policy of "peaceful coexistence" and
acknowledging North Korea as a separate state, Pyongyang's continued missile tests
and "hostile two-state" doctrine maintain high tensions. The deployment of AI-guided
cruise missiles with a 100 km range near the border directly threatens Seoul,
necessitating heightened vigilance and defense strengthening in coordination with the
U.S. and Japan. The U.S. Indo-Pacific Command's reaffirmation of defense
commitments to its allies is crucial in deterring further North Korean provocations and
maintaining regional stability.

Military and Defense Analysis

North Korea's military posture continues to evolve rapidly, driven by Kim Jong Un's
five-year military escalation program and a clear focus on both strategic and tactical
capabilities. The recent tests on May 26, 2026, of tactical ballistic missiles, AI-guided
precision cruise missiles, and enhanced 240mm artillery rockets underscore a
significant push to modernize its conventional forces for "modern warfare". The
explicit mention of AI-guided control for cruise missiles is a notable development,
suggesting an emphasis on improved accuracy and target recognition, which could
make these weapons more effective in a battlefield scenario. The reported 100 km
range of these cruise missiles, placing central Seoul within striking distance from the
Demilitarized Zone, highlights a direct and immediate threat to South Korea's capital.

Beyond these tactical advancements, North Korea is also strengthening its border
defenses, with Kim Jong Un ordering the southern border transformed into an
"impregnable fortress". This includes reinforcing frontline units and increasing
practical combat drills, potentially informed by observations from Russia's war in
Ukraine. While specific defense spending figures for this period are unavailable, North
Korea has historically prioritized military investment, with estimates suggesting up to
a quarter of its GDP directed towards defense and security sectors. The ongoing
supply of ballistic missiles and artillery rockets to Russia for use in Ukraine could also
provide Pyongyang with invaluable real-world combat data, allowing for further
refinement and improvement of its weapon systems.

The country's broader modernization program, as outlined in the January 2021 Eighth
Party Congress, includes the development of 13 new nuclear and missile systems,
with several solid-propellant intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) and tactical
nuclear weapons already operationally deployed. The integration of "special mission
warheads" on tactical ballistic missiles, as mentioned in the recent tests, suggests a
continued focus on developing battlefield nuclear capabilities. This comprehensive
approach to military development, encompassing both conventional and nuclear
arms, aims to enhance North Korea's deterrence capabilities and its ability to hold



SecurityStudies.info NORTH KOREA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 6 — 2026-05-28

targets in South Korea and potentially the U.S. at risk.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months):

In the immediate future, North Korea is likely to continue its pattern of weapons
testing, particularly focusing on the newly showcased tactical ballistic missiles,
AI-guided cruise missiles, and enhanced artillery rockets. These tests will aim to
further refine capabilities and demonstrate Pyongyang's resolve to its adversaries.
The anticipated visit of Chinese President Xi Jinping to North Korea, if it materializes,
will be a critical diplomatic event, potentially leading to increased economic and
political support for Pyongyang and further solidifying the China-North Korea-Russia
alignment. This could result in a more coordinated diplomatic front against U.S.-led
pressure and sanctions. Inter-Korean relations are expected to remain tense and
largely frozen, despite South Korea's stated desire for peaceful coexistence, as North
Korea shows no signs of abandoning its "hostile two-state" policy.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas:

The Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) and the Yellow Sea remain critical flashpoints. North
Korea's deployment of new, longer-range artillery and AI-guided cruise missiles near
the border significantly increases the risk of localized military provocations or
miscalculations. Any further missile launches into the Yellow Sea or towards Japan
could trigger heightened responses from South Korea, the U.S., and Japan, potentially
escalating tensions. The ongoing cybersecurity threats, particularly North Korea's
state-sponsored cryptocurrency theft, pose a continuous risk to global financial
institutions and serve as a crucial funding mechanism for Pyongyang's illicit weapons
programs. The potential for a high-profile test of North Korea's military satellite launch
capabilities, as suggested by some analyses, also presents a significant risk for
regional stability and could lead to further international condemnation.

Indicators to monitor:

Key indicators to monitor include the confirmation and outcomes of Chinese President
Xi Jinping's visit to North Korea, particularly any new economic aid packages or joint
statements regarding sanctions. Continued monitoring of North Korean state media
(KCNA) for announcements of further weapons tests, military exercises, or changes in
defense policy will be crucial. Observing the nature and frequency of joint military
exercises between the U.S., South Korea, and Japan, as well as any responses from
North Korea, will also provide insights into the evolving security dynamics.
Additionally, tracking reports on North Korea's cyber activities and any new
international sanctions or counter-measures will be important.
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Strategic recommendations:

Given the current trends, strategic recommendations include:

1. Strengthen Trilateral Deterrence: The U.S., South Korea, and Japan should continue
to strengthen their trilateral security cooperation, including enhanced intelligence
sharing, joint military exercises, and integrated missile defense systems, to effectively
deter North Korean aggression.

2. Maintain Sanctions Enforcement: Despite opposition from China and Russia, the
international community should strive to maintain and enforce existing sanctions
against North Korea to limit its access to funds and technology for its weapons
programs. Efforts to counter North Korea's cryptocurrency theft and illicit financial
activities should be intensified.

3. Explore Conditional Diplomacy: While North Korea currently demands recognition
as a nuclear state for talks, the U.S. and its allies should remain open to conditional
diplomatic engagement that could de-escalate tensions, without compromising the
long-term goal of denuclearization.

4. Enhance Cyber Defenses: Given the significant and growing threat of North Korean
cyberattacks, particularly against financial institutions, robust cybersecurity measures
and international cooperation to track and disrupt these activities are essential.

5. Monitor China-Russia-DPRK Alignment: Closely monitor the evolving strategic
alignment between China, Russia, and North Korea, assessing its implications for
regional security and global non-proliferation efforts. Develop strategies to mitigate
the impact of this bloc on international efforts to address North Korea's nuclear
program.

Structured Assessment

```json

{

"threat_level": "High",

"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Yellow Sea (West Coast)",

"detail": "North Korea conducted multiple missile and artillery tests, including
AI-guided cruise missiles, into the Yellow Sea from its west coast.",

"lat": 39.5,
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"lng": 124.5,

"intensity": 4

},

{

"label": "Inter-Korean Border (DMZ)",

"detail": "North Korea ordered stronger military preparations and fortification along
the border, while South Korea and the U.S. discussed DMZ management.",

"lat": 38.3,

"lng": 127.2,

"intensity": 3

},

{

"label": "Jongju/Chongju",

"detail": "This city in North Pyongan Province was identified as a launch site for North
Korea's recent ballistic missile and other weapons tests.",

"lat": 39.6667,

"lng": 125.0667,

"intensity": 4

},

{

"label": "China-North Korea Border (Jilin Province)",

"detail": "Chinese border patrols maintained a strict crackdown on smuggling
attempts into North Korea along this border region.",

"lat": 40.1,

"lng": 124.4,

"intensity": 2

}

]

}

```
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: NK News

• North Korea is marching deeper into Moscow’s orbit, and aims to stay (2026-05-28 02:06)

Editor’s note: The following article is an opinion piece by Benjamin R. Young, a researcher and 
analyst of North Korea and U.S.-East Asia relations. Views expressed in opinion articles are 
exclusively the author’s own and do not represent those of NK News. North Korean soldiers 
marched in Russia’s Victory Day Parade for the first time […]

• Why some experts fear ROK missile sites could incentivize North Korean strikes 
(2026-05-28 01:39)

South Korea’s military appears to have deployed more than 300 short-range ballistic missiles 
in fixed concrete bunkers near Seoul, an arrangement that suggests it could be used as a 
first-strike weapon against North Korea, two U.S. security analysts have assessed. But some ROK 
experts contend that the missile bases are aimed at rapidly responding to […]

• Singapore, North Korea pledge deeper cooperation on global issues (2026-05-27 07:00)

The top diplomats of North Korea and Singapore met in Pyongyang on Tuesday and called for 
the development of “friendly and cooperative relations” between the two countries, 
according to DPRK state media. Singaporean Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan met with his 
DPRK counterpart Choe Son Hui and discussed strengthening bilateral ties through closer 
ministerial cooperation in […]

• Seoul lays out plans to build nuclear sub by mid-2030s to counter North Korea 
(2026-05-27 06:55)

South Korea has announced plans to build its first nuclear-powered submarine by the 
mid-2030s, saying the vessel will play “a pivotal role” in countering North Korea’s growing 
submarine-based nuclear and missile threats. During the inaugural Future Defense Strategy 
Committee meeting on Tuesday at the southeastern naval hub of Jinhae, Defense Minister Ahn 
Gyu-back unveiled Seoul’s […]

• Pro-North Korea organization in Japan nixes support for unification (2026-05-27 04:32)

A pro-North Korea organization of ethnic Koreans in Japan has removed references to 
unification from its charter, appearing to belatedly reflect Kim Jong Un’s declaration that the 
two Koreas are separate states. The General Association of Korean Residents in Japan, better 
known as Chongryon, held its 26th General Assembly in Tokyo over the weekend, according […]

https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/north-korea-is-marching-deeper-into-moscows-orbit-and-aims-to-stay/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/why-some-experts-fear-rok-missile-sites-could-incentivize-north-korean-strikes/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/singapore-north-korea-pledge-deeper-cooperation-on-global-issues/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/seoul-lays-out-plans-to-build-nuclear-sub-by-mid-2030s-to-counter-north-korea/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/pro-north-korea-organization-in-japan-nixes-support-for-unification/
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• Russian drug company says it shipped $74K worth of medication to North Korea 
(2026-05-27 04:18)

A Russian pharmaceutical firm says it has shipped its first batch of heart and blood pressure, 
dementia and hair loss drugs to North Korea for an expected sale date in June. The shipment 
covered nearly 20,000 packages of various medicines worth some $74,300, the St. 
Petersburg-based drugmaker WERTEX announced in a press release on Tuesday. […]

• North Korean club soccer team wins AFC title during rare trip to the South (2026-05-27 
01:52)

This week, NK News Correspondent Jooheon Kim joins the podcast to discuss a North Korean 
soccer team’s rare trip to the South. The Naegohyang Women’s Football Club made the 
journey for the AFC Women’s Champions League semifinals, marking the first visit by a DPRK 
sports delegation in nearly eight years and the first by a […]

• North Korea tests new modular missile launcher and ‘tactical cruise missiles’ 
(2026-05-27 00:55)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un oversaw a missile test on Tuesday featuring a new modular 
missile launch vehicle and a “multiple tactical cruise missile” system to be deployed at the 
South Korean border, according to state media. The Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) 
reported Wednesday that one transporter erector launch vehicle (TEL) for each […]

• North Korea bans smoking while driving, jaywalking, walking pets without collar 
(2026-05-26 09:33)

North Korean media this week has promoted a sweeping revision to traffic laws that bans 
smoking while driving, jaywalking and walking pets without a collar, hinting at growing 
problems due to a boom in private car ownership and electric bicycles. The state-run Korean 
Central Television (KCTV) aired a two-episode segment on the Road Traffic Law […]

• Bus carrying 30 North Koreans crashes in western Russia: Reports (2026-05-26 08:36)

A bus carrying around 30 suspected North Korean workers crashed in western Russia on 
Monday, according to reports. Police in the city of Nizhny Novgorod confirmed the accident and 
released photos of the crashed bus, stating that the driver sustained minor injuries and that the 
passengers were unharmed. The authorities did not disclose the passengers’ […]

• Singapore’s top diplomat to visit North Korea before talks in South (2026-05-26 06:51)

Singapore’s top diplomat is scheduled to visit North Korea on Tuesday, two days before talks 
with his South Korean counterpart in Seoul, according to the city-state’s foreign ministry. 
Singaporean Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan is departing for the DPRK following his 
three-day visit to Beijing, the ministry said in a news release. The release provided no […]

• North Korea fires ‘unidentified projectile’ westward: Seoul (2026-05-26 04:30)

https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/russian-drug-company-says-it-shipped-74k-worth-of-medication-to-north-korea/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/north-korean-club-soccer-team-wins-afc-title-during-rare-trip-to-the-south/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/north-korea-tests-new-modular-missile-launcher-and-tactical-cruise-missiles/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/north-korea-bans-smoking-while-driving-jaywalking-walking-pets-without-collar/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/bus-carrying-30-north-koreans-crashes-in-western-russia-reports/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/singapores-top-diplomat-to-visit-north-korea-before-talks-in-south/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/north-korea-fires-unidentified-projectile-westward-seoul/
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This is a developing news story. Please check back for updates. North Korea launched an 
unidentified projectile west toward the Yellow Sea on Tuesday, just after 1 p.m. KST, according 
to South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). Seoul typically provides updates in the hours 
following an initial alert about detecting a missile test, including […]

• China tight-lipped about Xi Jinping’s reported plans to visit North Korea (2026-05-26 
03:54)

China has remained tight-lipped about leader Xi Jinping’s potential visit to North Korea, 
following reports that it could take place as early as this week. At a press briefing on Monday, 
Beijing foreign ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said that she had “no information” at this 
time on when Xi would pay a state visit to […]

• Families of South Koreans detained in North launch group to advocate for release 
(2026-05-25 10:13)

Family members of South Koreans detained in North Korea for over a decade have established 
a new association to advocate for their release, amid renewed attention on the prisoners’ 
plight. The ROK Hostages’ Families Association (ROKHFA) plans to call on the ROK government 
and international organizations to verify the conditions of detainees and seek their […]

• North Korean soccer team defeats Japan to win women’s championship (2026-05-25 
10:07)

A Pyongyang-based women’s soccer team defeated a Japanese opponent 1-0 to clinch the 
Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Women’s Champions League title over the weekend, 
concluding a rare visit to South Korea for a series of matches. The Rodong Sinmun party daily 
described Saturday’s game between Naegohyang Women’s FC and Japan’s Tokyo Verdy 
Beleza as “a […]

• Why military strikes on North Korea’s nuke program would have made things worse 
(2026-05-25 10:07)

The U.S. war with Iran has raised questions about whether America’s bombing campaign can 
truly eliminate Iranian nuclear facilities, reawakening a debate about whether military strikes 
could have stopped North Korea from going nuclear decades ago. In an editorial published in 
April, The Wall Street Journal argued that Washington had an opportunity to halt the […]

• North Korea to convene major party meeting on ‘important issues’ in late June 
(2026-05-25 03:49)

North Korea will convene a major party meeting in late June to review the implementation of 
annual plans and “a series of important issues,” state media announced on Monday. In a 
two-sentence article, the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) reported the politburo adopted a 
resolution on holding the second plenary meeting of the Ninth Central […]

https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/china-tight-lipped-about-xi-jinpings-reported-plans-to-visit-north-korea/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/families-of-south-koreans-detained-in-north-launch-group-to-advocate-for-release/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/north-korean-soccer-team-defeats-japan-to-win-womens-championship/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/why-military-strikes-on-north-koreas-nuke-program-would-have-made-things-worse/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/north-korea-to-convene-major-party-meeting-on-important-issues-in-late-june/
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• Can North Korea’s soccer team receive $1 million in prize winnings? (2026-05-22 11:44)

A North Korean soccer club’s victory in a rare inter-Korean match earlier this week set the 
stage for a shot at the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Women’s Champions League final, a 
game that can fuel the country’s meteoric rise in the sport and bestow international prestige 
to the reclusive country. But for Naegohyang Women’s FC […]

• Russian researchers begin oil and gas exploration off North Korea’s east coast 
(2026-05-22 07:36)

Russian researchers have kicked off a maritime expedition in search of gas and oil on North 
Korea’s shelf in the Sea of Japan (East Sea), official documents show, following Moscow’s 
move to spend millions of dollars on mineral exploration off the DPRK’s coast. St. Petersburg 
geology and oceanology researchers began a monthlong voyage aboard the […]

• Ask a North Korean: How do North Koreans deal with trash and recycling? (2026-05-22 
03:34)

“Ask a North Korean” is an NK News series featuring interviews with and columns by North 
Korean defectors, most of whom left the DPRK within the last few years. Readers may submit 
their questions for defectors by emailing ask@nknews.org and including their first name and 
city of residence. Today’s question is about how North Korea […]

• New book details uneasy lives of North Korea’s privileged but powerless (2026-05-22 
03:00)

For North Korea’s elites, privilege has never guaranteed power. Jieun Baek’s new book, 
“North Korea’s Hidden Revolution: How the Information Underground Is Transforming a 
Closed Society,” examines the fears and grievances of senior defectors who once belonged to 
Pyongyang’s favored class, arguing that their disillusionment could help weaken the regime 
from within — while raising […]

• Cheering for two Koreas: How South Koreans welcomed the North in soccer clash 
(2026-05-21 07:32)

Choi Seon-hee sat in the pouring rain at the Suwon Sports Complex on a cold Wednesday 
evening, watching something that hadn’t happened in South Korea in nearly eight years: a 
North Korean sports team competing for a trophy on the South’s soil. “We are still one 
people. We are compatriots,” Choi, a woman in her […]

• Andrei Lankov on DPRK’s new doctrine – North Korea Unpacked with Jacco Zwetsloot 
(2026-05-21 04:06)

In the first episode of North Korea Unpacked with Jacco Zwetsloot, Jacco sits down with 
Professor Andrei Lankov of Kookmin University and a director of Korea Risk Group — the 
first-ever guest on the original NK News Podcast back in 2018 — to discuss North Korea’s 
newly revealed constitutional changes and what they mean for […]

https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/can-north-koreas-soccer-team-receive-1-million-in-prize-winnings/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/russian-researchers-begin-oil-and-gas-exploration-off-north-koreas-east-coast/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/ask-a-north-korean-how-do-north-koreans-deal-with-trash-and-recycling/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/new-book-details-uneasy-lives-of-north-koreas-privileged-but-powerless/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/cheering-for-two-koreas-how-south-koreans-welcomed-the-north-in-soccer-clash/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/andrei-lankov-on-dprks-new-doctrine-north-korea-unpacked-with-jacco-zwetsloot/
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• Putin and Xi reject ‘foreign pressure’ on North Korea after Beijing summit (2026-05-21 
03:13)

The Russian and Chinese presidents have pledged to shield North Korea from sanctions and 
military pressure, according to a joint statement released after their talks in Beijing, just days 
after their American counterpart claimed the U.S. and China had agreed to denuclearize the 
DPRK. Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping voiced support for political means to […]

Source: NK Pro

• North Korean showroom selling Lexus, Mercedes luxury cars for up to $250K (2026-05-28 
01:55)

A car showroom in Pyongyang is selling luxury vehicles from Japan, Germany and China at 
prices of up to $250,000, according to photos reviewed by NK Pro. The images taken in early 
2026 and provided by an informed source show vehicles on display alongside Korean-language 
price cards listing model year, specifications, mileage and asking price. […] The post North 
Korean showroom selling Lexus, Mercedes luxury cars for up to $250K appeared first on NK 
PRO.

• The problem with labeling every North Korean missile launch a ‘provocation’ 
(2026-05-27 02:57)

North Korea has conducted a spate of military demonstrations of late, from mortar firing 
competitions, cruise missile launches and cluster munitions testing to Tuesday’s ballistic 
missile test. Predictably, South Korea and its allies have labeled many of these provocations. But 
while there is broad agreement that such drills and launches reflect a steady enhancement of 
[…] The post The problem with labeling every North Korean missile launch a ‘provocation’ 
appeared first on NK PRO.

• North Korea builds first large-scale solar farm to address ‘energy problem’ (2026-05-25 
06:14)

North Korea has built its first large-scale solar energy farm in the southern coastal city of Haeju, 
satellite imagery shows, as state media continues to report on the country’s “strained energy 
problem.” NK Pro analysis of Planet Labs satellite imagery reveals that construction on the 
new solar farm started last June and that straight rows […] The post North Korea builds first 
large-scale solar farm to address ‘energy problem’ appeared first on NK PRO.

• North Korea touts Tanchon power project and women’s soccer successes (2026-05-22 
06:12)

North Korean state media continued its heavy focus on rice transplanting this week, 
underscoring how agriculture is key to the regime’s domestic priorities. Drought conditions 
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had previously weighed heavily on planting progress for wheat and barley crops, but rainfall 
this week offered timely relief for a country facing chronic food shortages. In a milestone for 
[…] The post North Korea touts Tanchon power project and women’s soccer successes 
appeared first on NK PRO.

• Russian navy escorts ships known to shuttle arms from North Korea: Japan (2026-05-21 
09:56)

Russian warships escorted sanctioned cargo vessels known to have smuggled arms from North 
Korea to the Russian Far East, according to Japan, with experts saying the move signals a major 
shift in Pyongyang and Moscow’s weapons trade. Japan’s Joint Staff reported on May 12 and 
14 that two Russian warships and two navy logistical vessels […] The post Russian navy escorts 
ships known to shuttle arms from North Korea: Japan appeared first on NK PRO.
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