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Security Analysis Report: North Korea (May 20-27,
2026)

Executive Summary

During the period of May 20-27, 2026, North Korea significantly escalated tensions on
the Korean Peninsula through a series of advanced weapons tests and aggressive
rhetoric. On May 26, North Korea launched multiple projectiles, including a
short-range ballistic missile and other weapons, followed by an official announcement
on May 27 detailing the successful testing of a new "lightweight multipurpose missile
launching system" and "multiple-launch tactical cruise missile weapon system". These
systems, reportedly equipped with AI-guided precision and ultra-precision navigation,
are slated for deployment along the southern border, explicitly targeting South
Korea's capital region. This development underscores Pyongyang's continued focus on
modernizing its conventional and tactical nuclear capabilities, further complicating
regional security dynamics and prompting strong condemnation and reinforced
defense postures from South Korea and the United States.

Key Security Developments

• Military Activities and Exercises
On May 26, 2026, North Korea conducted a significant weapons demonstration, firing
multiple projectiles, including at least one short-range ballistic missile, towards the
Yellow Sea from the Jongju (also referred to as Chongju) area in North Pyongan
Province. The ballistic missile flew approximately 80 kilometers (50 miles). North
Korean state media, KCNA, reported on May 27 that leader Kim Jong Un supervised
these tests, which involved a new "lightweight multipurpose missile launching
system" and a "multiple-launch tactical cruise missile weapon system". The tests also
assessed the power of a "special mission warhead" for tactical ballistic missiles, the
reliability of 240mm controlled artillery rockets with expanded firing range and
ultra-precision autonomous navigation, and the AI-guided hit accuracy of tactical
cruise missiles. This marks North Korea's eighth ballistic missile launch this year and
the first such exercise since April 19.

• Defense Policy and Strategic Shifts
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North Korea announced its intention to deploy the newly tested tactical cruise missiles
with long-range artillery brigades in the southern border area, explicitly stating they
could strike most of the capital region, including Seoul. Kim Jong Un emphasized the
priority of building "the most modern and most powerful artillery force that no one can
match". This aligns with North Korea's broader strategic shift, formalized at the 9th
Congress of the Workers' Party of Korea, which codified its status as a permanent
nuclear-armed state, emphasized further nuclear expansion and modernization, and
stated that conventional forces would be upgraded. Pyongyang has also formally
reaffirmed hostility toward South Korea, designating it the "first hostile state" and
institutionalizing severed ties, effectively discarding its long-standing policy of
reunification.

• Diplomatic Relations
The recent missile launches occurred amid speculation of a potential visit by Chinese
President Xi Jinping to Pyongyang in the coming days, following his separate meetings
with U.S. President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin. During their
summit in Beijing last week, Putin and Xi expressed opposition to "foreign policy
isolation, economic sanctions, military pressure and other methods of creating threats
to the security" of North Korea. This indicates a strengthening of the
Russia-China-North Korea alignment against Western pressures. South Korea's
Unification Minister also reportedly stated on May 27 that restoring the 9/19
Inter-Korean Military Pact is official policy, signaling a potential diplomatic avenue
despite heightened tensions.

• Security Incidents and Threats
The May 26 weapons launches represent a direct security incident, demonstrating
North Korea's continued development and testing of offensive capabilities. The stated
plan to deploy tactical cruise missiles with a 100-kilometer range near the Military
Demarcation Line, capable of striking Seoul, significantly elevates the threat to South
Korea's capital region. Kim Jong Un explicitly threatened that possessing "destructive
power to the extent that hostile forces theoretically cannot survive" is an essential
condition for military operations and a crucial link in war deterrence.

• Defense Acquisitions and Arms Deals
The tests showcased new weapon systems, including tactical ballistic missiles with
new warheads for battlefield nuclear use, nuclear-capable cruise missiles guided by
artificial intelligence technology, and 240-millimeter rocket artillery equipped with
"ultra-precision" navigation systems. These developments highlight North Korea's
ongoing efforts to modernize its arsenal, with analysts noting that such a system
integrates tactical cruise missiles, guided multiple-launch rocket systems, and tactical
ballistic missiles for precise, long-range, automated conventional firepower. North
Korea's cooperation with Russia has also been noted as contributing to advances in
drone production and modern warfare capabilities.
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• Cybersecurity
North Korea continues to be implicated in significant cyber activities aimed at
financing its illegal weapons programs. A CrowdStrike report published on May 15,
2026, revealed that DPRK-linked groups stole an estimated US$2.02 billion in
cryptocurrency in 2025, a 51% year-on-year increase, with stolen proceeds almost
certainly laundered to fund military programs. North Korea, however, dismissed these
allegations on May 3, 2026, calling them "absurd slander" and accusing the US of a
smear campaign to tarnish its image. The US, Japan, and South Korea have pledged to
intensify efforts to block North Korea's use of overseas IT workers to raise money for
its weapons programs, noting increasingly sophisticated tactics to evade detection.

• Maritime and Border Security
South Korea and the United States held defense talks in Washington on May 21, 2026,
discussing potential changes in the management of parts of the heavily fortified
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) with North Korea. While denying reports of joint or divided
control, a South Korean defense ministry spokesperson stated the aim is to make DMZ
management "more realistic". Concurrently, North Korea's vow to deploy its new
tactical cruise missiles along its southern border directly impacts maritime and border
security, as these systems are intended to target areas across the Military
Demarcation Line.

• Defense Industry developments
The recent tests on May 26-27 showcased significant advancements in North Korea's
defense industry. The "lightweight multipurpose missile launching system" and
"multiple-launch tactical cruise missile weapon system" demonstrate a focus on
developing integrated, precision-strike capabilities. The incorporation of ultra-precise
autonomous navigation systems and artificial intelligence (AI) terminal guidance
capability in tactical cruise missiles, capable of striking targets at a 100-kilometer
range with ultra-precision, represents a notable technological leap.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

North Korea's recent security developments, particularly the May 26 weapons tests
and the explicit threat to deploy new tactical missiles targeting South Korea's capital
region, significantly heighten regional instability. This aggressive posture reinforces
Pyongyang's "two hostile states" doctrine, effectively abandoning the long-standing
goal of reunification and cementing an adversarial relationship with Seoul. The
deployment of advanced, AI-guided conventional and potentially nuclear-capable
systems near the border creates a critical flashpoint, increasing the risk of
miscalculation or escalation in the event of any provocation.
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The timing of these tests, following meetings between Chinese President Xi Jinping,
Russian President Vladimir Putin, and former U.S. President Donald Trump,
underscores the deepening alignment between Pyongyang, Beijing, and Moscow.
Russia and China's joint opposition to "foreign policy isolation, economic sanctions,
military pressure" on North Korea provides a crucial diplomatic shield for Pyongyang,
undermining international efforts to curb its weapons programs. This emerging
trilateral axis challenges the traditional U.S.-led security architecture in Northeast Asia
and complicates diplomatic efforts for denuclearization, as North Korea gains
confidence from its "northern diplomacy" and seeks recognition as a nuclear power.

In response, the United States Indo-Pacific Command reaffirmed America's defense
commitment to its regional allies, South Korea and Japan, following the missile
launches. South Korea, for its part, has bolstered its surveillance posture and
readiness, while also engaging in discussions with the U.S. regarding the management
of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) and pursuing a new counter-drone alliance. These
actions reflect a concerted effort by Washington and Seoul to strengthen deterrence
and defense capabilities against North Korean threats, but also highlight the growing
strategic divide and the challenges to maintaining stability in the region.

Military and Defense Analysis

North Korea's military posture, as demonstrated by the May 26-27 tests, is
increasingly focused on developing and deploying highly precise, multi-layered
conventional and tactical nuclear strike capabilities. The successful testing of a
"lightweight multipurpose missile launching system" and a "multiple-launch tactical
cruise missile weapon system" signifies a qualitative leap in its arsenal. These
systems reportedly include tactical ballistic missiles with new warheads for battlefield
nuclear use, nuclear-capable cruise missiles guided by artificial intelligence
technology, and 240-millimeter rocket artillery with expanded range and
"ultra-precision" autonomous navigation. The stated deployment of these systems
along the southern border, with the explicit aim of targeting the Seoul metropolitan
area, indicates a strategy of overwhelming South Korean defenses with concentrated,
precision firepower, even below the nuclear threshold.

Kim Jong Un's directive to prioritize the modernization of artillery forces underscores a
strategic shift towards enhancing conventional strike capabilities that can pose an
immediate and direct threat to South Korea. The integration of AI guidance and
advanced navigation systems into these weapons suggests an effort to improve
accuracy and evade existing missile defense systems. While specific defense
spending trends for this period are not available, the continuous development and
testing of such advanced weaponry indicate sustained investment in its
military-industrial complex, likely supported by illicit revenue streams from cyber



SecurityStudies.info NORTH KOREA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 6 — 2026-05-27

activities and cooperation with Russia. South Korea, in response, is actively pursuing
its own modernization programs, including strengthening its counter-drone
capabilities through a new alliance with the U.S. and emphasizing AI and drone
technologies in its military development.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): North Korea is highly likely to continue its pattern of
weapons testing, focusing on refining the newly unveiled tactical cruise missile and
artillery systems. We can anticipate further demonstrations of these capabilities,
potentially including simulated deployments or exercises near the southern border to
underscore their threat to South Korea. Diplomatic overtures, particularly from China,
might occur, possibly involving a high-profile visit by President Xi Jinping, which
Pyongyang would leverage to enhance its international standing and solidify its
anti-Western alignment. Tensions with South Korea are expected to remain elevated,
with both sides maintaining a high state of military readiness.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas: The Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) and the Yellow Sea
remain critical flashpoints. The intended deployment of North Korea's new tactical
cruise missiles along the southern border, explicitly targeting the Seoul metropolitan
area, creates an immediate and severe risk of escalation. Any perceived provocation
or accidental incident in these areas could quickly escalate given the heightened
military postures. Furthermore, North Korea's continued cyber operations, particularly
against financial institutions and critical infrastructure, pose a persistent, non-kinetic
threat that could have significant economic and security repercussions for regional
and global actors.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include any further missile or artillery
launches by North Korea, especially those demonstrating increased range, precision,
or novel capabilities. The nature and frequency of diplomatic engagements involving
North Korea, particularly with China and Russia, will provide insights into Pyongyang's
strategic calculus. The rhetoric from North Korean state media regarding its military
doctrine and intentions towards South Korea and the United States should be closely
observed. Additionally, the scale and scope of joint military exercises between South
Korea, the U.S., and Japan will be crucial indicators of the allied response and
deterrence posture.

Strategic recommendations: To mitigate risks, a multi-pronged approach is
recommended. First, strengthened deterrence through robust U.S.-ROK-Japan
trilateral military cooperation, including integrated missile defense systems and
advanced intelligence sharing, is paramount. Second, enhanced cybersecurity
defenses are critical to counter North Korea's illicit financing activities and potential
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cyberattacks against critical infrastructure. Third, while direct engagement with
Pyongyang remains challenging, exploring calibrated diplomatic channels, potentially
involving China as an interlocutor, could be considered to de-escalate tensions and
explore avenues for risk reduction. Finally, maintaining a unified international front in
condemning North Korea's provocative actions and enforcing existing sanctions
remains essential, despite the challenges posed by the Russia-China alignment.

Structured Assessment

```json

{

"threat_level": "High",

"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Jongju/Chongju",

"detail": "Site of North Korea's May 26, 2026, ballistic missile and projectile
launches.",

"lat": 39.65,

"lng": 125.00,

"intensity": 4

},

{

"label": "Southern Border/DMZ",

"detail": "Intended deployment area for North Korea's new tactical cruise missiles and
artillery systems targeting South Korea's capital region.",

"lat": 38.30,

"lng": 126.80,

"intensity": 5

},

{

"label": "Yellow Sea",
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"detail": "Impact area for North Korea's May 26, 2026, missile launches, a frequent
site for missile tests.",

"lat": 37.00,

"lng": 124.50,

"intensity": 3

},

{

"label": "Seoul Metropolitan Area",

"detail": "Explicit target of North Korea's newly developed tactical cruise missiles,
raising direct threat concerns.",

"lat": 37.5665,

"lng": 126.9780,

"intensity": 4

}

]

}

```
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: NK News

• Pro-North Korea organization in Japan nixes support for unification (2026-05-27 04:32)

A pro-North Korea organization of ethnic Koreans in Japan has removed references to 
unification from its charter, appearing to belatedly reflect Kim Jong Un’s declaration that the 
two Koreas are separate states. The General Association of Korean Residents in Japan, better 
known as Chongryon, held its 26th General Assembly in Tokyo over the weekend, according […]

• Russian drug company says it shipped $74K worth of medication to North Korea 
(2026-05-27 04:18)

A Russian pharmaceutical firm says it has shipped its first batch of heart and blood pressure, 
dementia and hair loss drugs to North Korea for an expected sale date in June. The shipment 
covered nearly 20,000 packages of various medicines worth some $74,300, the St. 
Petersburg-based drugmaker WERTEX announced in a press release on Tuesday. […]

• North Korean club soccer team wins AFC title during rare trip to the South (2026-05-27 
01:52)

This week, NK News Correspondent Jooheon Kim joins the podcast to discuss a North Korean 
soccer team’s rare trip to the South. The Naegohyang Women’s Football Club made the 
journey for the AFC Women’s Champions League semifinals, marking the first visit by a DPRK 
sports delegation in nearly eight years and the first by a […]

• North Korea tests new modular missile launcher and ‘tactical cruise missiles’ 
(2026-05-27 00:55)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un oversaw a missile test on Tuesday featuring a new modular 
missile launch vehicle and a “multiple tactical cruise missile” system to be deployed at the 
South Korean border, according to state media. The Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) 
reported Wednesday that one transporter erector launch vehicle (TEL) for each […]

• North Korea bans smoking while driving, jaywalking, walking pets without collar 
(2026-05-26 09:33)

North Korean media this week has promoted a sweeping revision to traffic laws that bans 
smoking while driving, jaywalking and walking pets without a collar, hinting at growing 
problems due to a boom in private car ownership and electric bicycles. The state-run Korean 
Central Television (KCTV) aired a two-episode segment on the Road Traffic Law […]

https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/pro-north-korea-organization-in-japan-nixes-support-for-unification/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/russian-drug-company-says-it-shipped-74k-worth-of-medication-to-north-korea/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/north-korean-club-soccer-team-wins-afc-title-during-rare-trip-to-the-south/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/north-korea-tests-new-modular-missile-launcher-and-tactical-cruise-missiles/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/north-korea-bans-smoking-while-driving-jaywalking-walking-pets-without-collar/
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• Bus carrying 30 North Koreans crashes in western Russia: Reports (2026-05-26 08:36)

A bus carrying around 30 suspected North Korean workers crashed in western Russia on 
Monday, according to reports. Police in the city of Nizhny Novgorod confirmed the accident and 
released photos of the crashed bus, stating that the driver sustained minor injuries and that the 
passengers were unharmed. The authorities did not disclose the passengers’ […]

• Singapore’s top diplomat to visit North Korea before talks in South (2026-05-26 06:51)

Singapore’s top diplomat is scheduled to visit North Korea on Tuesday, two days before talks 
with his South Korean counterpart in Seoul, according to the city-state’s foreign ministry. 
Singaporean Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan is departing for the DPRK following his 
three-day visit to Beijing, the ministry said in a news release. The release provided no […]

• North Korea fires ‘unidentified projectile’ westward: Seoul (2026-05-26 04:30)

This is a developing news story. Please check back for updates. North Korea launched an 
unidentified projectile west toward the Yellow Sea on Tuesday, just after 1 p.m. KST, according 
to South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). Seoul typically provides updates in the hours 
following an initial alert about detecting a missile test, including […]

• China tight-lipped about Xi Jinping’s reported plans to visit North Korea (2026-05-26 
03:54)

China has remained tight-lipped about leader Xi Jinping’s potential visit to North Korea, 
following reports that it could take place as early as this week. At a press briefing on Monday, 
Beijing foreign ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said that she had “no information” at this 
time on when Xi would pay a state visit to […]

• Families of South Koreans detained in North launch group to advocate for release 
(2026-05-25 10:13)

Family members of South Koreans detained in North Korea for over a decade have established 
a new association to advocate for their release, amid renewed attention on the prisoners’ 
plight. The ROK Hostages’ Families Association (ROKHFA) plans to call on the ROK government 
and international organizations to verify the conditions of detainees and seek their […]

• North Korean soccer team defeats Japan to win women’s championship (2026-05-25 
10:07)

A Pyongyang-based women’s soccer team defeated a Japanese opponent 1-0 to clinch the 
Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Women’s Champions League title over the weekend, 
concluding a rare visit to South Korea for a series of matches. The Rodong Sinmun party daily 
described Saturday’s game between Naegohyang Women’s FC and Japan’s Tokyo Verdy 
Beleza as “a […]

https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/bus-carrying-30-north-koreans-crashes-in-western-russia-reports/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/singapores-top-diplomat-to-visit-north-korea-before-talks-in-south/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/north-korea-fires-unidentified-projectile-westward-seoul/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/china-tight-lipped-about-xi-jinpings-reported-plans-to-visit-north-korea/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/families-of-south-koreans-detained-in-north-launch-group-to-advocate-for-release/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/north-korean-soccer-team-defeats-japan-to-win-womens-championship/
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• Why military strikes on North Korea’s nuke program would have made things worse 
(2026-05-25 10:07)

The U.S. war with Iran has raised questions about whether America’s bombing campaign can 
truly eliminate Iranian nuclear facilities, reawakening a debate about whether military strikes 
could have stopped North Korea from going nuclear decades ago. In an editorial published in 
April, The Wall Street Journal argued that Washington had an opportunity to halt the […]

• North Korea to convene major party meeting on ‘important issues’ in late June 
(2026-05-25 03:49)

North Korea will convene a major party meeting in late June to review the implementation of 
annual plans and “a series of important issues,” state media announced on Monday. In a 
two-sentence article, the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) reported the politburo adopted a 
resolution on holding the second plenary meeting of the Ninth Central […]

• Can North Korea’s soccer team receive $1 million in prize winnings? (2026-05-22 11:44)

A North Korean soccer club’s victory in a rare inter-Korean match earlier this week set the 
stage for a shot at the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Women’s Champions League final, a 
game that can fuel the country’s meteoric rise in the sport and bestow international prestige 
to the reclusive country. But for Naegohyang Women’s FC […]

• Russian researchers begin oil and gas exploration off North Korea’s east coast 
(2026-05-22 07:36)

Russian researchers have kicked off a maritime expedition in search of gas and oil on North 
Korea’s shelf in the Sea of Japan (East Sea), official documents show, following Moscow’s 
move to spend millions of dollars on mineral exploration off the DPRK’s coast. St. Petersburg 
geology and oceanology researchers began a monthlong voyage aboard the […]

• Ask a North Korean: How do North Koreans deal with trash and recycling? (2026-05-22 
03:34)

“Ask a North Korean” is an NK News series featuring interviews with and columns by North 
Korean defectors, most of whom left the DPRK within the last few years. Readers may submit 
their questions for defectors by emailing ask@nknews.org and including their first name and 
city of residence. Today’s question is about how North Korea […]

• New book details uneasy lives of North Korea’s privileged but powerless (2026-05-22 
03:00)

For North Korea’s elites, privilege has never guaranteed power. Jieun Baek’s new book, 
“North Korea’s Hidden Revolution: How the Information Underground Is Transforming a 
Closed Society,” examines the fears and grievances of senior defectors who once belonged to 
Pyongyang’s favored class, arguing that their disillusionment could help weaken the regime 
from within — while raising […]

https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/why-military-strikes-on-north-koreas-nuke-program-would-have-made-things-worse/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/north-korea-to-convene-major-party-meeting-on-important-issues-in-late-june/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/can-north-koreas-soccer-team-receive-1-million-in-prize-winnings/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/russian-researchers-begin-oil-and-gas-exploration-off-north-koreas-east-coast/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/ask-a-north-korean-how-do-north-koreans-deal-with-trash-and-recycling/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/new-book-details-uneasy-lives-of-north-koreas-privileged-but-powerless/
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• Cheering for two Koreas: How South Koreans welcomed the North in soccer clash 
(2026-05-21 07:32)

Choi Seon-hee sat in the pouring rain at the Suwon Sports Complex on a cold Wednesday 
evening, watching something that hadn’t happened in South Korea in nearly eight years: a 
North Korean sports team competing for a trophy on the South’s soil. “We are still one 
people. We are compatriots,” Choi, a woman in her […]

• Andrei Lankov on DPRK’s new doctrine – North Korea Unpacked with Jacco Zwetsloot 
(2026-05-21 04:06)

In the first episode of North Korea Unpacked with Jacco Zwetsloot, Jacco sits down with 
Professor Andrei Lankov of Kookmin University and a director of Korea Risk Group — the 
first-ever guest on the original NK News Podcast back in 2018 — to discuss North Korea’s 
newly revealed constitutional changes and what they mean for […]

• Putin and Xi reject ‘foreign pressure’ on North Korea after Beijing summit (2026-05-21 
03:13)

The Russian and Chinese presidents have pledged to shield North Korea from sanctions and 
military pressure, according to a joint statement released after their talks in Beijing, just days 
after their American counterpart claimed the U.S. and China had agreed to denuclearize the 
DPRK. Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping voiced support for political means to […]

• South Korean soccer team loses to North Korea 2-1 on home turf (2026-05-20 13:40)

North Korea’s Naegohyang Women’s Football Club defeated South Korea’s Suwon FC 
Women 2-1 in a rare inter-Korean sporting matchup Wednesday to advance to the final of the 
Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Women’s Champions League. Playing at the Suwon Sports 
Complex in Suwon city, about 20 miles south of Seoul, Naegohyang — a Pyongyang-based club 
— […]

• South Korea conducts major air drills amid scrutiny over North Korea posture (2026-05-20 
08:07)

South Korea’s air force is conducting live-fire drills over the Yellow Sea this week after the 
military pushed back against a news report suggesting it had reduced aerial firing exercises 
under the current government’s conciliatory approach toward Pyongyang. The ROK Air Force 
Air Combat Command on Wednesday said it is holding unilateral weeklong air-to-air and […]

• Two Koreas, one game: How the inter-Korean rivalry plays out in women’s soccer 
(2026-05-20 05:32)

For decades, the Korean Peninsula’s deep divide has been measured in missiles, ideology and 
military standoffs. But on football pitches across Asia, another inter-Korean rivalry has unfolded 
— one shaped not by soldiers or diplomats, but by women chasing a soccer ball. That often 

https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/cheering-for-two-koreas-how-south-koreans-welcomed-the-north-in-soccer-clash/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/andrei-lankov-on-dprks-new-doctrine-north-korea-unpacked-with-jacco-zwetsloot/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/putin-and-xi-reject-foreign-pressure-on-north-korea-after-beijing-summit/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/south-korean-soccer-team-loses-to-north-korea-2-1-on-home-turf/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/south-korea-conducts-major-air-drills-amid-scrutiny-over-north-korea-posture/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/two-koreas-one-game-how-the-inter-korean-rivalry-plays-out-in-womens-soccer/
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lopsided women’s soccer rivalry returns to the spotlight on Wednesday, when […]

• North Korea’s Russian pork imports surge in first 4 months of 2026 (2026-05-20 05:02)

North Korea has increased imports of Russian pork products so far this year, new data shows, 
as Moscow and Pyongyang expand trade in agricultural goods alongside fast-growing military 
and political cooperation. In the first four months of 2026, Russia shipped over $2 million worth 
of “frozen edible pork by-products” to North Korea, the Agroexport Center, […]

• Parades, panaceas and a sunken ship: North Korea-Russia cooperation grows (2026-05-20 
01:54)

This week on the NK News Podcast, Data Correspondent Anton Sokolin talks about the 
expanding North Korea-Russia relationship — from military pageantry in Moscow to drone 
training in Russia’s Far East and a mysterious shipwreck off Spain’s coast. Anton breaks 
down the significance of North Korean soldiers marching through Red Square for the first time 
[…]

Source: NK Pro

• The problem with labeling every North Korean missile launch a ‘provocation’ 
(2026-05-27 02:57)

North Korea has conducted a spate of military demonstrations of late, from mortar firing 
competitions, cruise missile launches and cluster munitions testing to Tuesday’s ballistic 
missile test. Predictably, South Korea and its allies have labeled many of these provocations. But 
while there is broad agreement that such drills and launches reflect a steady enhancement of 
[…] The post The problem with labeling every North Korean missile launch a ‘provocation’ 
appeared first on NK PRO.

• North Korea builds first large-scale solar farm to address ‘energy problem’ (2026-05-25 
06:14)

North Korea has built its first large-scale solar energy farm in the southern coastal city of Haeju, 
satellite imagery shows, as state media continues to report on the country’s “strained energy 
problem.” NK Pro analysis of Planet Labs satellite imagery reveals that construction on the 
new solar farm started last June and that straight rows […] The post North Korea builds first 
large-scale solar farm to address ‘energy problem’ appeared first on NK PRO.

• North Korea touts Tanchon power project and women’s soccer successes (2026-05-22 
06:12)

North Korean state media continued its heavy focus on rice transplanting this week, 
underscoring how agriculture is key to the regime’s domestic priorities. Drought conditions 
had previously weighed heavily on planting progress for wheat and barley crops, but rainfall 

https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/north-koreas-russian-pork-imports-surge-in-first-4-months-of-2026/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/05/parades-panaceas-and-a-sunken-ship-north-korea-russia-cooperation-grows/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/the-problem-with-labeling-every-north-korean-missile-launch-a-provocation/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/the-problem-with-labeling-every-north-korean-missile-launch-a-provocation/
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this week offered timely relief for a country facing chronic food shortages. In a milestone for 
[…] The post North Korea touts Tanchon power project and women’s soccer successes 
appeared first on NK PRO.

• Russian navy escorts ships known to shuttle arms from North Korea: Japan (2026-05-21 
09:56)

Russian warships escorted sanctioned cargo vessels known to have smuggled arms from North 
Korea to the Russian Far East, according to Japan, with experts saying the move signals a major 
shift in Pyongyang and Moscow’s weapons trade. Japan’s Joint Staff reported on May 12 and 
14 that two Russian warships and two navy logistical vessels […] The post Russian navy escorts 
ships known to shuttle arms from North Korea: Japan appeared first on NK PRO.

• Tungsten, fabrics and hair drive North Korea’s trade with China in April (2026-05-20 
08:11)

North Korea continued its lucrative tungsten trade with China amid growing prices for the metal 
in April, NK Pro analysis of Beijing’s customs data showed, as its imports of fabrics and hair 
products pushed bilateral exchanges beyond an eight-year high last month. China’s General 
Administration of Customs (GAC) released a breakdown of traded items between […] The post 
Tungsten, fabrics and hair drive North Korea’s trade with China in April appeared first on NK 
PRO.

• North Korea starts construction work at air base 30 miles from ROK border (2026-05-20 
07:15)

North Korea is demolishing structures at an air base about 30 miles from the South Korean 
border and has set up a construction worker camp there as part of a new project, according to 
NK Pro analysis of satellite imagery. Planet Labs imagery shows that the Soviet-era aircraft 
stationed at the air base, located in […] The post North Korea starts construction work at air 
base 30 miles from ROK border appeared first on NK PRO.
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