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Executive Summary

Macau's security landscape during the period of May 26 to June 02, 2026, was
primarily shaped by intensified internal security measures and its strategic alignment
with mainland China's national security objectives. Key developments include the
ongoing implementation of a new national security law allowing closed-door trials and
expanded anti-money laundering (AML) regulations targeting virtual assets and
corporate transparency. Concurrently, Macau is bolstering its cybersecurity by
prioritizing Chinese-made technology in public procurement, citing national security
concerns. Border security remains a focus, with efforts to enhance clearance
efficiency at major checkpoints following high passenger traffic. Diplomatically, Macau
continues to leverage its "One Country, Two Systems" framework to foster economic
and cultural ties, particularly with Portuguese-speaking countries and the European
Union, while navigating broader regional geopolitical tensions.

Key Security Developments

• National Security Law Implementation: Macau's new national security law,
passed on March 19, 2026, allows judges to conduct security-related trials behind
closed doors and mandates defense lawyers to obtain clearances from national
security officials. This legislation, which further strengthens the "top-level
framework for safeguarding national security," was highlighted by the government
as demonstrating the "successful implementation of the principle 'patriots
governing Macao'". The first known application of similar national security
legislation was the arrest of former legislator Au Kam-san in July 2025 for alleged
foreign collusion. The significance of this law lies in its potential to impact civil
liberties and legal transparency within the SAR.
• Enhanced Anti-Money Laundering (AML) Framework: On June 1, 2026, Macau
initiated consultations on a comprehensive overhaul of its anti-money laundering
framework. The proposed legislation aims to tighten oversight of virtual assets,
expand corporate transparency requirements, and grant stronger powers to
investigators and courts. Notably, it would prohibit anonymous accounts and shell
banks, and require non-profit organizations to verify the source and destination of
funds to mitigate terrorism financing risks. The draft law also broadens the scope
of money laundering offenses to include preparatory acts against state security.
This move signifies Macau's commitment to aligning with international financial
crime prevention standards and bolstering its financial integrity.
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• Cybersecurity and Domestic Technology Prioritization: As of June 2, 2026,
Macau's government is actively phasing out foreign-made communication devices
and prioritizing Chinese-made technology for public-sector use. This shift in public
procurement policy is explicitly linked to national security protocols and
cybersecurity concerns. The measure underscores a broader national strategy to
enhance digital sovereignty and reduce reliance on foreign technology, aligning
Macau with mainland China's cybersecurity directives.
• Border Security and Clearance Efficiency: By May 25, 2026, Macau's
cross-border passenger traffic had already surpassed 100 million trips for the
year, reaching this milestone 14 days earlier than in the previous year. In
response to this high volume, the Public Security Police Force (CPSP) announced
ongoing efforts to improve customs clearance efficiency and the overall travel
experience at border crossings. Plans include increasing passenger inspection
lanes at Hengqin Port from 69 to 113 and adding 10 inbound self-service
clearance channels at the Border Gate checkpoint. The expansion of
iris-recognition clearance services to include non-resident workers and university
students further highlights the focus on secure and efficient border management.
• National Security Education Exhibition: The annual National Security Education
Exhibition, held from April 15 to May 15, 2026, focused on the theme
"Coordinating Development and Security, Safeguarding the New Journey of the
15th Five-Year Plan". This exhibition, jointly organized by the Macau SAR
government and the Liaison Office of the Central People's Government, aims to
deepen public understanding of national security and reinforce the idea that it is a
shared societal responsibility. This initiative reflects a sustained effort to instill
patriotic values and national consciousness among Macau residents.
• Diplomatic Engagement with Europe and Lusophone Countries: In April 2026,
Macau's Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai embarked on a four-nation tour of Europe,
including a meeting with the Chinese Ambassador to Belgium in Brussels.
Discussions focused on deepening economic and trade cooperation, tourism ties,
and expanding collaboration in emerging industries. This visit was a strategic step
to engage with the European market, promote Macau's "One Country, Two
Systems" model, and highlight its role as a platform for China-Lusophone
cooperation.
• Reinforcement of PLA's Role and Patriotic Education: On April 8, 2026, Chief
Executive Sam Hou Fai attended an exhibition on the history of the Chinese
People's Liberation Army (PLA) at the Macau garrison. During the event, he
emphasized the PLA's decisive role in national independence and prosperity, and
called for strengthening patriotic education to foster national consciousness and
regional stability. This highlights the symbolic and foundational role of the PLA
garrison in Macau's security and its integration into the broader national defense
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narrative.
• Regional Security Dialogue (Shangri-La Dialogue 2026): The Shangri-La Dialogue
2026, Asia's premier defense and security summit, concluded in Singapore on June
1, 2026. Discussions centered on intensifying geopolitical tensions and expanding
military activities in the world. China's Global Security Initiative (GSI), advocating
for common, comprehensive, cooperative, and sustainable security, was
presented as an alternative approach to addressing mounting security challenges.
While Macau does not have its own military, the outcomes and discussions at such
regional forums provide crucial context for China's overall security posture, which
directly impacts Macau as an SAR.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Macau's security developments are inextricably linked to China's broader geopolitical
strategies, particularly its emphasis on national security and internal stability. The
recent tightening of the national security law and the comprehensive overhaul of the
anti-money laundering framework underscore Beijing's resolve to maintain firm
control over its Special Administrative Regions and align them with national
governance principles. This approach, often framed under the "patriots governing
Macao" principle, aims to mitigate perceived risks from foreign influence and ensure
the SAR's long-term stability within the "One Country, Two Systems" framework.

Regionally, Macau's efforts to enhance cybersecurity through the prioritization of
Chinese-made technology reflect a broader trend across China to achieve digital
sovereignty and reduce reliance on foreign tech, a move that has geopolitical
implications for global supply chains and technological competition. While Macau itself
is not a military actor, its economic and social stability is a key component of China's
overall regional influence. The discussions at the Shangri-La Dialogue 2026, which
highlighted intensifying geopolitical tensions and expanding military activities in the
Western Pacific, directly inform China's security calculus. The report from the South
China Sea Strategic Situation Probing Initiative, released on May 26, 2026, further
emphasized the sustained military presence of non-US extra-regional countries in the
Western Pacific, with China identified as their primary target. These regional dynamics
necessitate a robust national security posture from Beijing, which in turn translates
into heightened security vigilance and legislative reinforcement within Macau.

Macau's diplomatic engagements, such as the Chief Executive's visit to Europe to
strengthen ties with the EU and Lusophone countries, serve China's strategic objective
of diversifying international partnerships and strengthening cooperation with the
Global South. This is particularly relevant in the context of a "new phase of strategic
pragmatism" between China and the United States, where intermediate platforms for
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international cooperation are increasingly valued. Macau's unique historical and
cultural links, particularly with Portuguese-speaking countries, position it as a
"bridgehead" for China's global outreach, contributing to its soft power and economic
influence on the international stage.

Military and Defense Analysis

Macau, as a Special Administrative Region of China, does not possess an independent
military or defense force. Its defense is the sole responsibility of the Chinese People's
Liberation Army (PLA) Garrison in Macau. The PLA garrison's primary role is to uphold
the Basic Law and the "One Country, Two Systems" principle, ensuring the SAR's
stability and security. There have been no reports of independent defense spending,
arms acquisitions, or modernization programs initiated by Macau during this period.

The military presence in Macau is symbolic and focused on internal security and
national defense as dictated by Beijing. The attendance of Chief Executive Sam Hou
Fai at an exhibition on the history of the PLA at the Macau garrison in April 2026
underscores the close relationship between the SAR government and the national
military apparatus. This event served to reinforce the PLA's historical legacy and
promote patriotic education, thereby strengthening national consciousness and the
public's understanding of the military's role in safeguarding national and regional
stability. The PLA garrison's activities are primarily administrative and ceremonial,
with no indications of offensive capabilities or large-scale military exercises within
Macau itself. Any significant military or defense developments impacting Macau would
originate from the central government's strategic decisions regarding the broader
South China Sea and Western Pacific regions.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): Macau is expected to continue its trajectory of
strengthening internal security and regulatory oversight. The proposed anti-money
laundering framework will likely move towards finalization and implementation,
leading to stricter controls on financial transactions, virtual assets, and corporate
transparency. The emphasis on cybersecurity through the prioritization of
Chinese-made technology in public sectors will also intensify, further integrating
Macau into China's national digital security architecture. Diplomatic efforts to
leverage Macau's platform role for China-Lusophone and China-EU cooperation are
anticipated to continue, focusing on economic diversification and cultural exchange.
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Critical flashpoints and risk areas: A primary risk area remains the potential for
increased scrutiny and restrictions on civil society and legal processes under the new
national security law, particularly concerning foreign entities and individuals operating
in Macau. The expanded AML regulations, while aimed at combating financial crime,
could also pose compliance challenges for businesses and potentially impact Macau's
attractiveness as an international financial hub if perceived as overly stringent.
Geopolitical tensions in the broader Western Pacific, as highlighted by the Shangri-La
Dialogue, could indirectly affect Macau's economic stability and international
relations, particularly if there are significant shifts in China's relationships with major
global powers.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include the practical application and
judicial interpretations of the new national security law, especially in cases involving
foreign nationals or businesses. The impact of the new AML framework on Macau's
gaming and financial sectors, including any changes in foreign investment or business
operations, will be crucial. Further developments in cross-border data flow regulations
and the extent of Macau's integration into mainland China's cybersecurity
infrastructure should also be observed. Additionally, any shifts in China's diplomatic
posture towards the EU, US, and Lusophone countries, and their implications for
Macau's role as a "bridgehead," will be important.

Strategic recommendations: Macau should focus on transparently communicating the
implementation details of its new security and financial regulations to the
international business community to mitigate concerns and maintain investor
confidence. Continued investment in enhancing its digital infrastructure and
cybersecurity capabilities, aligned with national standards, is essential. Diplomatically,
Macau should actively promote its unique advantages as a platform for international
trade, cultural exchange, and financial cooperation, particularly with
Portuguese-speaking countries, to reinforce its value within China's broader strategic
vision. Internally, balancing national security imperatives with the preservation of
Macau's distinct legal and social characteristics under "One Country, Two Systems"
will be vital for its long-term stability and prosperity.

```json

{

"threat_level": "Elevated",

"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Macau SAR",

"detail": "Increased internal security measures, including a new national security law
and enhanced anti-money laundering regulations, impacting civil liberties and
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financial operations.",

"lat": 22.1987,

"lng": 113.5439,

"intensity": 3

},

{

"label": "Hengqin Port",

"detail": "Ongoing efforts to improve cross-border clearance efficiency and expand
infrastructure due to high passenger traffic, signifying deeper integration with
mainland China.",

"lat": 22.115,

"lng": 113.522,

"intensity": 2

},

{

"label": "Border Gate Checkpoint",

"detail": "Significant volume of cross-border passenger traffic and plans for additional
self-service clearance channels to enhance security and efficiency.",

"lat": 22.214,

"lng": 113.550,

"intensity": 2

},

{

"label": "Western Pacific",

"detail": "Broader regional geopolitical tensions and increased military activities by
non-US extra-regional countries, influencing China's overall security posture which
indirectly affects Macau.",

"lat": 15.0,

"lng": 140.0,

"intensity": 3

},
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{

"label": "Singapore",

"detail": "Host of the Shangri-La Dialogue 2026, where regional defense and security
issues, including China's security vision, were discussed amidst intensifying
geopolitical tensions.",

"lat": 1.3521,

"lng": 103.8198,

"intensity": 2

},

{

"label": "Brussels",

"detail": "Location of Macau Chief Executive's diplomatic engagements with the
Chinese Ambassador to Belgium, aimed at strengthening economic and trade ties with
the EU.",

"lat": 50.8503,

"lng": 4.3517,

"intensity": 1

}

]

}

```
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Macau Daily Times

• SAFP expects smooth transition to new ‘software’ under Chinese-brands rule 
(2026-06-02 00:48)

The Public Administration and Civil Service Bureau (SAFP) has said it is confident in a smooth 
transition to the new software to be used by various public services. The statement came in 
response to an inquiry from the Times, citing concerns from civil servants about the transition 
to unfamiliar software. To the Times, SAFP said, “Regarding the office application systems of 
public departments and entities, the SAFP has been continuously coordinating relevant 
planning, development, and implementation in accordance with its functions, striving to 
improve administrative efficiency.” The Times had inquired of the SAFP about concerns raised 
by some civil servants […] The post SAFP expects smooth transition to new ‘software’ under 
Chinese-brands rule appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Casinos post strongest May since pandemic (2026-06-02 00:46)

The gaming sector recorded its strongest May performance since the pandemic, with gross 
gaming revenue (GGR) reaching MOP22.61 billion, according to figures released by the Gaming 
Inspection and Coordination Bureau (DICJ). The May total represented a 6.7% increase from the 
same month a year ago and was 13.7% higher than April’s MOP19.89 billion. The result 
exceeded a revised forecast issued by analysts at Citi, who had projected monthly GGR of 
around MOP22 billion. In a research note released before the month-end figures, Citi estimated 
that Macau casinos generated approximately MOP17.9 billion during the first 25 days of May, 
implying average […] The post Casinos post strongest May since pandemic appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• DSEDT launches ‘Macau Signature’ collective brand to boost local businesses overseas 
(2026-06-02 00:44)

The Economic and Technological Development Bureau (DSEDT) officially launched the “Macau 
Signature Brand Plan” yesterday at the Complex of Commerce and Trade Cooperation 
Platform for China and Portuguese-speaking Countries, marking a new initiative to help 
outstanding local brands and livestream influencers expand into overseas markets. More than 
100 representatives from the business community and cross-border e-commerce platforms 
attended the launch event. The plan is divided into two categories: products and services. 
Enterprises holding original Macau brand products and livestream influencers are eligible to 
apply. Speaking on the sidelines, Lo Tsz Man, director of the External Trade Division of the 
DSEDT, […] The post DSEDT launches ‘Macau Signature’ collective brand to boost local 

https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/safp-expects-smooth-transition-to-new-software-under-chinese-brands-rule.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/safp-expects-smooth-transition-to-new-software-under-chinese-brands-rule.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/safp-expects-smooth-transition-to-new-software-under-chinese-brands-rule.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/casinos-post-strongest-may-since-pandemic.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/casinos-post-strongest-may-since-pandemic.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/dsedt-launches-macau-signature-collective-brand-to-boost-local-businesses-overseas.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/dsedt-launches-macau-signature-collective-brand-to-boost-local-businesses-overseas.html
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businesses overseas appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Youth entrepreneurship confidence rises thanks to gov’t initiatives (2026-06-02 00:42)

Young people’s confidence in starting their own businesses has been effectively boosted by 
government policy initiatives over the years, according to survey reports. A survey titled 
“Research on Macau’s Youth Entrepreneurship Environment and Support Policies,” 
conducted early this year by the Macau Management Association (MMA) and the Macau 
Management Institute (MIM), found that 60.5% of young respondents have entrepreneurial 
ideas or plans, with 32.3% actively preparing. Over 97.6% of respondents agreed that 
“cooperation opportunities with the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area and 
Hengqin are abundant and can expand the market,” while 81.6% gave positive ratings to the 
local “infrastructure and […] The post Youth entrepreneurship confidence rises thanks to 
gov’t initiatives appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Over 5,100 people suffered work-related accidents in 2025, nine died (2026-06-02 00:40)

In 2025, there were 5,102 victims of workplace accidents in Macau, with the main causes being 
“falls” (24.1%), “crushing, puncture, or laceration” (20.0%), and “straining or awkward 
movements” (17.4%), according to the Labor Affairs Bureau (DSAL) in its annual report on 
work-related accidents. The report also noted that among those, nine people died as a result of 
the accidents they suffered, with one of the cases being suspected of involving violations of 
occupational safety rules and regulations. When compared year over year, the number of 
workplace accident victims was slightly higher than in 2024, with an increase of just 0.14% […] 
The post Over 5,100 people suffered work-related accidents in 2025, nine died appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• SSM drones to inspect hidden areas in intensified dengue prevention efforts (2026-06-02 
00:38)

The Health Bureau (SSM) will deploy drones to inspect hard-to-reach locations such as airwells, 
rooftops, and back alleys as part of stepped-up efforts to prevent dengue fever, amid mosquito 
breeding conditions that have worsened in recent weeks. Authorities said higher temperatures, 
heavy rainfall, and high humidity have created an environment conducive to the proliferation of 
Aedes albopictus mosquitoes. The May mosquito ovitrap index stood at 57%, slightly higher 
than last year, while seven imported dengue cases have been recorded so far this year, with 
continued transmission risks expected. SSM director Alvis Lo said Macau currently has 130 
identified sanitation black […] The post SSM drones to inspect hidden areas in intensified 
dengue prevention efforts appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• We deserve more than thoughts and prayers (2026-06-02 00:36)

The recent death of a 10-year-old schoolboy after being hit by a car while crossing the road at a 
crosswalk in Macau has prompted the public to speak out about the many traffic-related issues 
in Macau. Although the issue is not new, this unfortunate event seems to have finally made the 

https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/dsedt-launches-macau-signature-collective-brand-to-boost-local-businesses-overseas.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/youth-entrepreneurship-confidence-rises-thanks-to-govt-initiatives.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/youth-entrepreneurship-confidence-rises-thanks-to-govt-initiatives.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/youth-entrepreneurship-confidence-rises-thanks-to-govt-initiatives.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/over-5100-people-suffered-work-related-accidents-in-2025-nine-died.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/over-5100-people-suffered-work-related-accidents-in-2025-nine-died.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/ssm-drones-to-inspect-hidden-areas-in-intensified-dengue-prevention-efforts.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/ssm-drones-to-inspect-hidden-areas-in-intensified-dengue-prevention-efforts.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/ssm-drones-to-inspect-hidden-areas-in-intensified-dengue-prevention-efforts.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/we-deserve-more-than-thoughts-and-prayers.html
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cup overflow for many, prompting calls for more and better protection for pedestrians and road 
users in general, who feel that the streets and roads of Macau are generally unsafe. Although 
ignited by this incident, the topic extends far beyond this tragic moment and goes even further 
than the […] The post We deserve more than thoughts and prayers appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• e-MOP moves to sandbox testing with whitelist users as 2027 launch target holds 
(2026-06-02 00:34)

Having announced a goal to launch e-MOP within two years in mid-2025, authorities have now 
entered the sandbox testing phase, with the Monetary Authority of Macao (AMCM) revealing 
that transaction testing is currently being conducted via a whitelist of users. Chief Executive 
Sam Hou Fai, in his inaugural Policy Address, announced his commitment to advancing the 
research and development of the “e-MOP” system, outlining a plan to complete core system 
construction by the end of last year and conduct phased sandbox testing, while systematically 
broadening the digital currency’s application scenarios across cross-border trade and public 
services. Subsequently, then-Secretary for Economy […] The post e-MOP moves to sandbox 
testing with whitelist users as 2027 launch target holds appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 
澳門每日時報.

• Motorcyclist cited after hitting grandmother, child on crosswalk (2026-06-02 00:32)

A motorcyclist was cited after striking a grandmother and her grandchild while they were 
crossing a zebra crossing on Av. do Ouvidor Arriaga yesterday morning. According to the Public 
Security Police, the local male rider, in his 50s, allegedly failed to pay attention to road 
conditions and hit the pedestrians at about 8:30 a.m. The 61-year-old woman and five-year-old 
child, both Macau residents, suffered minor injuries to their arms and legs. They were taken to 
the hospital in stable condition. The rider passed a breathalyzer test. The post Motorcyclist cited 
after hitting grandmother, child on crosswalk appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時
報.

• Delivery worker arrested in alleged sexual harassment case (2026-06-02 00:30)

A local delivery worker in his 60s has been arrested on suspicion of sexually harassing a 
restaurant employee on two occasions while making deliveries, according to the Public Security 
Police (PSP). The victim, a female non-resident worker in her 20s, told police she was allegedly 
harassed on May 18 and May 27 while working at a restaurant on Rua de Coelho do Amaral. 
Police said the suspect, who was delivering food supplies to the establishment, allegedly hugged 
the woman during the first incident and later touched her breast during the second. The post 
Delivery worker arrested in alleged sexual harassment case appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Protesters in Kenya call for national crisis declaration over gender-based violence 
(2026-06-02 00:02)
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Hundreds of women yesterday took to the streets of Kenya’s capital, calling for the 
government to urgently investigate rising cases of gender-based violence and femicide, or the 
killing of women. The women walked through the streets of Nairobi holding placards with 
messages such as “Stop Killing Women,” while also creating awareness about the 
disappearance and murders of children reported locally in recent weeks. Police escorted the 
protesters, who also carried a coffin. Women’s rights organizations have warned of rising 
cases of gender-based violence and urged the government to declare it a national crisis. This is 
after a local singer was […] The post Protesters in Kenya call for national crisis declaration over 
gender-based violence appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Tuesday, June 2, 2026 – edition no. 4962 (2026-06-02 00:01)

* Foreign Exit — SAFP expects smooth transition under Chinese-brands rule as gov’t cites 
cybersecurity concerns, phases out foreign devices for public-sector use * Gaming | Casinos 
post strongest May since pandemic * Macau Branding | DSEDT launches ‘Macau Signature’ 
collective brand to boost local businesses overseas * Survey shows government policies have 
boosted young people’s confidence in starting businesses * Labor: Over 5,100 people suffered 
work-related accidents in 2025, nine died * SSM turns to drones for hard-to-reach black spots as 
rain and humidity push mosquito index to 57%   DOWNLOAD PDF Tuesday, June 2, 2026 – 
edition no. […] The post Tuesday, June 2, 2026 – edition no. 4962 appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Road Traffic Law amendments fast-tracked following fatal zebra crossing crash 
(2026-06-01 00:42)

Following Wednesday’s tragedy involving the death of a 10-year-old boy in a zebra crossing 
crash, authorities announced that they would expedite the public consultation process and 
begin amending the Road Traffic Law – a process originally scheduled to begin in 2028. The 
Road Traffic Law amendment process, which began in 2018, ended unsuccessfully after the bill 
expired with the close of the seventh Legislative Assembly (AL) term last year. The proposed 
legislation initially introduced a demerit points system in late 2023, passed its first reading in 
2024 with 27 votes in favor and two abstentions, but stalled during committee review. […] The 
post Road Traffic Law amendments fast-tracked following fatal zebra crossing crash appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• New tobacco law to ban smoking near schools, hospitals and prohibit e-cigarettes 
(2026-06-01 00:40)

Smoking would be banned within 10 meters of hospitals, schools and child care facilities under 
new tobacco law amendments, while e-cigarettes would be completely outlawed. Following a 
public consultation conducted from March 8 to April 8, the Executive Council (ExCo) has 
finalized its deliberations on the draft amendment to the Regime for the Prevention and Control 
of Tobacco Use, with Secretary for Administration and Justice Wong Sio Chak announcing the 
bill’s provisions at a Friday press conference. The proposed legislation provides for the 
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designation, by executive order, of smoke-free zones in certain high-traffic areas, restricting 
smoking to officially designated points. […] The post New tobacco law to ban smoking near 
schools, hospitals and prohibit e-cigarettes appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Pahiyas Festival brings Filipino heritage and devotion to Macau stage (2026-06-01 00:38)

The 24th San Isidro Labrador Pahiyas Festival 2026 brought Filipino culture and community 
spirit to the Chan Meng Kam Theatre yesterday, drawing over 200 attendees in a celebration of 
harvest, heritage and devotion. The five-hour event, which ran from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m., featured 
vibrant displays, traditional cultural performances and what organizers described as an 
“overcrowded” venue. The festival, rooted in Philippine agricultural tradition honoring San 
Isidro Labrador, the patron saint of farmers and laborers, showcased the Filipino community’s 
efforts to preserve and share its identity in Macau. ‘We show to the world’ Speaking to 
media on the sidelines, […] The post Pahiyas Festival brings Filipino heritage and devotion to 
Macau stage appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Q1 public cleaning outsourcing sees rise in local hires, drop in jobseekers (2026-06-01 
00:36)

Macau recorded an increase in local employment in outsourced public cleaning services in the 
first quarter of 2026, alongside a significant decline in registered jobseekers for cleaning-related 
roles, according to the Employment Coordination Working Group. Officials said the figures 
reflect the impact of policy measures such as scoring mechanisms and quota requirements 
introduced in public outsourcing contracts to prioritize local workers. Compared with the third 
quarter of 2025, both the total number and proportion of local employees in outsourced 
cleaning services rose, while the number of unemployed residents registered for cleaning 
positions with the Labour Affairs Bureau fell sharply. The […] The post Q1 public cleaning 
outsourcing sees rise in local hires, drop in jobseekers appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳
門每日時報.

• Maternity leave to rise from 70 to 90 days, with annual leave tied to years of service 
(2026-06-01 00:34)

The Executive Council (ExCo) has proposed increasing the current 70-day maternity leave 
stipulated in the Labor Relations Law to 90 days, with the change set to take effect on New 
Year’s Day next year, while also introducing a mechanism whereby employees’ annual leave 
entitlement increases based on their years of service. The ExCo has completed its discussion of 
the draft amendment to the Labor Relations Law, with Secretary for Administration and Justice 
Wong Sio Chak announcing the proposed regulations Friday. The bill proposes increasing the 
current 70-day maternity leave to 90 days, of which 60 days must be taken immediately […] The 
post Maternity leave to rise from 70 to 90 days, with annual leave tied to years of service 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• China’s factory activity slows in May, raising questions over its economy (2026-06-01 
00:32)
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China’s factory activity was flat in May, according to an official survey released yesterday, 
raising questions about how much further the country’s economy can shield itself from the 
fallout of the ongoing Iran war and pressure on demand. The official manufacturing purchasing 
managers index moderated to 50 from 50.3 in April, according to the National Bureau of 
Statistics. Measured on a scale between 0 and 100, a PMI reading above 50 indicates expansion, 
while a reading below 50 reflects contraction. The new orders sub-index dropped to 49.9 from 
50.6 in April, while the sub-index on production edged down to 51.2 […] The post China’s 
factory activity slows in May, raising questions over its economy appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Methamphetamine tops drug use in 2025 (2026-06-01 00:30)

Macau recorded 132 registered drug users in 2025, a decline of 10.8% from the previous year, 
according to official data. Methamphetamine remained the most commonly used substance at 
25%, followed by heroin at 8.3%. Only two users were under 21, accounting for 1.5% of all 
cases, while more than 70% of use occurred in Macau. More than 80% of incidents involved 
hidden locations such as private homes or hotels. authorities said at meeting last week. The 
post Methamphetamine tops drug use in 2025 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日
時報.

• Gov’t expands green energy push with new EV charging and solar plans (2026-06-01 
00:28)

Local authorities are stepping up efforts to expand green energy use, with plans to install solar 
photovoltaic systems in new public buildings and sports facilities. The Environmental Protection 
Bureau said a supercharging station for light and heavy vehicles will be set up in Cotai by 
mid-2026, with additional charging and battery-swapping facilities to be added in public car 
parks and streets depending on demand and site conditions. The bureau also said it is working 
with other agencies to monitor fuel price stability and support the transition from gasoline 
vehicles to electric mobility amid global energy fluctuations. The post Gov’t expands green 
energy push with new EV charging and solar plans appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每
日時報.

• Hotel occupancy rises to 90.2% in April (2026-06-01 00:26)

The hotel occupancy rate reached 90.2% in April, up 2.4 percentage points year-on-year, 
according to the Statistics and Census Service (DSEC). All hotel categories recorded gains, with 
5-star hotels at 93%, 4-star at 88.2% and 3-star at 84.6%. Total hotel guests fell slightly by 0.8% 
to 1.19 million. Visitors from mainland China and Hong Kong declined, while international 
arrivals rose 8.1%, led by strong growth from South Korea and Thailand, though demand from 
India and Malaysia weakened. For the first four months of 2026, average occupancy stood at 
91.8%, with total hotel guests up 1.9% year-on-year. The post Hotel occupancy rises to 90.2% in 
April appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Electronic payments rise as retail spending leads growth (2026-06-01 00:24)
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Macau’s electronic payment transaction values rose in April 2026, with retail trade 
outperforming the food and beverage sector, according to the Statistics and Census Service 
(DSEC). Transaction values for restaurants and similar establishments increased 1.6% 
year-on-year to MOP1.08 billion, while retail trade jumped 12% to MOP4.20 billion. For the first 
four months of the year, restaurant transactions rose 2.1% to MOP4.67 billion, and retail trade 
climbed 17.8% to MOP20.47 billion. Within the restaurant sector, fast-food outlets and Western 
restaurants posted gains, while Japanese and Korean restaurants, as well as Chinese 
restaurants, recorded declines. The post Electronic payments rise as retail spending leads 
growth appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• A United Airlines flight to Spain turns back to Newark after a possible security threat 
midair (2026-06-01 00:04)

A United Airlines flight bound for Spain from Newark Liberty International Airport turned 
around midflight Saturday (yesterday, Macau time) due to a possible security threat in flight. 
The flight departed around 6 p.m. for Palma de Mallorca, Spain, but landed back at Newark at 
9:37 p.m., according to the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey. The airline said there 
were 190 passengers and 12 crew members on board the Boeing 767 aircraft. According to air 
traffic control audio, security came to inspect the aircraft after someone named their Bluetooth 
device a “certain four-letter word.” A passenger posting on […] The post A United Airlines 
flight to Spain turns back to Newark after a possible security threat midair appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• On Children’s Day (2026-06-01 00:02)

The Macau Daily Times was born 19 years ago, on Children’s Day 2007. At the time, a new 
Macau was emerging. Across the reclaimed lands between Taipa and Coloane, workers were 
putting the finishing touches on what would soon become the Venetian Macao and the first 
generation of integrated resorts that would transform Cotai. The name itself — a contraction of 
Coloane and Taipa reportedly coined by an obscure public servant — would become 
synonymous with one of the most remarkable economic transformations in modern Asia. Not 
long before, those five square kilometers of reclaimed land were little more than […] The post 
On Children’s Day appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Monday, June 1, 2026 – edition no. 4961 (2026-06-01 00:01)

* Revamp Accelerated — Road Traffic Law amendments, which lapsed after the legislative term, 
revived and fast-tracked after fatal crash * Health | New tobacco law to ban smoking near 
schools, hospitals, prohibit e-cigarettes * Culture | Pahiyas Festival showcases Filipino heritage 
and devotion * Macau recorded an increase in local employment in outsourced public cleaning 
services in the first quarter, according to a working group * Maternity leave to rise from 70 to 90 
days, with annual leave tied to years of service * China’s factory activity was flat in May, 
raising concerns over economic resilience amid weak demand […] The post Monday, June 1, 
2026 – edition no. 4961 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.
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• Flowers, tributes left at scene after boy, 10, killed in crosswalk crash (2026-05-29 00:50)

  A 10-year-old student was struck and killed by a car that allegedly failed to yield while the 
student was crossing a crosswalk near the police station on Avenida do Conselheiro Borja on 
Wednesday evening. The accident and its tragic consequences have drawn numerous citizens, 
who gathered spontaneously at the scene to lay flowers in tribute. The boy, wearing his school 
uniform, was pronounced dead after being struck by a car. Witnesses reported that the vehicle 
failed to yield, dragged the child underneath before stopping. Police from the nearby station 
arrived to find the boy unresponsive on the ground. Paramedics […] The post Flowers, tributes 
left at scene after boy, 10, killed in crosswalk crash appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門
每日時報.

• CCAC uncovers attendance records fraud at public school (2026-05-29 00:48)

The Commission Against Corruption (CCAC) has uncovered a case involving alleged falsification 
of attendance records by three teachers and an information technology (IT) worker at a public 
school. According to CCAC, some have attempted to destroy evidence during the investigation 
proceedings. In a press statement issued yesterday, the CCAC explained that the alleged 
misconduct occurred over a five-year period from 2019 to 2024. Investigators found that the 
three teachers and the IT worker frequently punched in and out for one another to hide 
instances of arriving late or leaving work early. The scheme involved systematic collusion 
among the four individuals, […] The post CCAC uncovers attendance records fraud at public 
school appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• A Father’s Day Feast to Remember (2026-05-29 00:46)

This Father’s Day, Nina Hospitality in Hong Kong invites families to celebrate the remarkable 
men in their lives with a series of flavourful dining experiences. From refined Cantonese 
delicacies to international buffets and handcrafted patisserie treats, every venue offers a 
heartfelt tribute designed to delight. For a sweet and sophisticated start, Nina Patisserie 
presents the Gentleman’s Tribute collection. The centrepiece is a Hazelnut Milk Chocolate 
Mousse Cake, gleaming under a glossy cocoa glaze and adorned with whimsical hat, moustache, 
and tie motifs. It is a decadent yet airy creation, layering nutty richness with velvety chocolate 
cream. Bite-sized versions offer the […] The post A Father’s Day Feast to Remember appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• MasterChef Asia returns, chooses Macau as filming location (2026-05-29 00:44)

The competitive cooking series MasterChef Asia is returning after a 10-year hiatus, with Macau 
being selected as the host destination for its upcoming ten-episode season. Production began in 
the city this month, with all episodes filmed entirely on location. The new season is produced by 
Warner Bros. Discovery and CreAsia Studio, part of Endemol Shine India, in partnership with the 
Macao Government Tourism Office (MGTO). Macau’s status as a UNESCO Creative City of 
Gastronomy, a designation it received in 2017, and its nearly 500-year history of 
East-meets-West cultural heritage provide the backdrop for the competition. The city’s dining 
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landscape ranges […] The post MasterChef Asia returns, chooses Macau as filming location 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau home prices edge down, rents flat (2026-05-29 00:42)

Macau’s residential property market is seeing slight price adjustments and stable rents, 
though some industry insiders expect rents to remain flat for the foreseeable future. An 
unnamed real estate industry insider told the Chinese-language media outlet Macao Daily 
News, as published on Thursday, that the forecast is based on a decline in the number of 
non-resident workers, with some relocating to Hengqin, and on some residents taking 
advantage of policy opportunities to switch from renting to buying. Such a combination of 
factors has reduced demand for residential rentals, the same source said. Macau’s average 
residential rent dipped 0.4% quarter-on-quarter to […] The post Macau home prices edge 
down, rents flat appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Japan woos Philippine leader during state visit with arms sales (2026-05-29 00:40)

Japan and the Philippines yesterday agreed to strengthen their defense cooperation by 
accelerating talks on Japanese weapons sales and intelligence sharing at a time of fears over 
China’s military activity in Asia. The two countries also upgraded their ties to the highest-tier 
diplomatic framework of a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, meaning that they will 
cooperate on a broader range of areas, not just on strategic priorities. Japan treated Philippine 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. with highest levels of hospitality, including a meeting with 
Emperor Naruhito, a palace banquet and one of Japan’s most prestigious decorations, the 
Grand Cordon of the Supreme Order […] The post Japan woos Philippine leader during state 
visit with arms sales appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Police report two rape cases in two consecutive days (2026-05-29 00:38)

The Judiciary Police (PJ) announced that it had received reports of two rape cases in Macau on 
two consecutive days. The latest case was disclosed on Wednesday at a special press 
conference. The case involves a 64-year-old Hong Kong man who had been referred to the 
Public Prosecutions Office (MP) on suspicion of raping a female acquaintance in a hotel room. 
According to details released at the press conference, the victim, also from Hong Kong, had 
known the suspect for over one year. According to the victim’s testimony, the man invited her 
to Macau on Monday to gamble and offered […] The post Police report two rape cases in two 
consecutive days appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Police inspected over 500 random people in 13 days, found irregularities in over 11% 
(2026-05-29 00:36)

The Unitary Police Service (SPU) announced that a joint police force operation, held between 
May 12 and May 24, has resulted in 59 people being charged over illegalities found. The SPU 
noted that the operation was primarily aimed at detecting illegal currency exchange around the 
casinos, where the number of cases has been gradually increasing. The 13-day operation, jointly 
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conducted by the Public Security Police Force (PSP) and the Judiciary Police (PJ), targeted casinos 
and establishments operating in their vicinity. During the operation, the forces mobilized 347 
officers and conducted 59 inspections across 47 establishments. These officers stopped and 
inspected […] The post Police inspected over 500 random people in 13 days, found irregularities 
in over 11% appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau to host conference on digital currency, cross-border innovation (2026-05-29 00:34)

The Monetary Authority of Macau (AMCM) will host a high-level conference on Monday (June 1) 
on Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) and cross-border innovation between China and 
Portuguese-speaking countries. According to AMCM, the conference, scheduled for the morning 
at the Grand Lisboa Palace Hotel, aims to strengthen financial cooperation and explore digital 
currency applications across these markets. As is known, Macau is developing its CBDC, the 
e-MOP (digital pataca), to function as a digital legal tender alongside physical cash. The post 
Macau to host conference on digital currency, cross-border innovation appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Air conditioner fire injures two, evacuates 110 (2026-05-29 00:32)

A residential fire in Taipa on Wednesday evening, caused by an air conditioner, injured two 
women and prompted the evacuation of about 110 residents. The blaze broke out around 8 
p.m. in a 24th-floor unit at Ocean Gardens, with flames coming from a living room air 
conditioner, firefighters said. The fire is suspected to have been caused by an appliance 
malfunction. A 50-year-old woman with heart discomfort was sent to Conde de São Januário 
Hospital Center, while another woman (59) was also sent for a medical checkup at Kiang Wu 
Hospital due to smoke inhalation. The post Air conditioner fire injures two, evacuates 110 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• GEG Holds Blessing Ceremony for 2026 Macao International Dragon Boat Races; 
Organizes Team Members to Participate for 21st Consecutive Year (2026-05-28 09:24)

Galaxy Entertainment Group (“GEG”) has been actively supporting the Macau SAR 
Government’s initiatives in sports development by organizing and supporting large-scale 
sports events, and encouraging its team members to maintain a healthy lifestyle. This year, in 
support of the Macao International Dragon Boat Races for the 21st consecutive year, GEG is 
organizing seven dragon boat teams formed by team members from its different properties to 
participate in the races. Today, a blessing ceremony was held at the Nam Van Lake Nautical 
Centre to extend support and encouragement to the dragon boat teams. The blessing ceremony 
was attended by Ms. Eileen […] The post GEG Holds Blessing Ceremony for 2026 Macao 
International Dragon Boat Races; Organizes Team Members to Participate for 21st Consecutive 
Year appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• New ICU at Macao Union Medical Center to launch next month (2026-05-28 00:40)
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A new intensive care unit (ICU) capable of treating more seriously ill patients will open at the 
Macao Union Medical Center next month, the center announced yesterday, after explaining that 
the sole injured victim of a February traffic accident near its emergency station was sent 
elsewhere because the patient was stable. A mid-February traffic accident has sparked public 
controversy after the release of dashcam footage showing a car crossing into oncoming traffic 
while turning right into the Macao Union Medical Center. The vehicle collided with an oncoming 
motorcycle; the rider, unable to brake in time, was thrown into the air […] The post New ICU at 
Macao Union Medical Center to launch next month appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門
每日時報.

• Ella Lei calls for transfer discounts to boost land-based Guangdong-Macautransport links 
(2026-05-28 00:38)

Lawmaker Ella Lei urged authorities to leverage the “Light Rapid Transit (LRT) Development 
Strategy Study” to introduce transfer discounts linking LRT, buses, and high-speed rail as part 
of broader efforts to boost land-based Guangdong-Macau transport links. Citing the national 
“15th Five-Year Plan” Outline, which calls for deeper Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau 
cooperation, breakthroughs in key areas, coordinated port-airport-rail development, and the 
advancement of the Guangzhou–Zhuhai (Macau) high-speed rail to drive regional integration, 
the legislator noted that Macau’s railway system still has limited carrying capacity and needs 
improvement in network coverage, frequency, and transfer efficiency. Major border crossings 
continue to face severe clearance […] The post Ella Lei calls for transfer discounts to boost 
land-based Guangdong-Macautransport links appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時
報.

• Crystal Palace phase two to launch this summer (2026-05-28 00:36)

The second phase of the “Crystal Palace” gaming area at the Hotel Lisboa property is 
expected to open in July or August, Daisy Ho, chairman and executive director of SJM Holdings 
Ltd, was quoted as saying on Tuesday by the portal GGR Asia. Ho was speaking to the media on 
the sidelines of the Dragon Boat Festival blessing ceremony held at Nam Van Lake. Ho added 
that the launch would coincide with the rollout of more than 400 refurbished hotel rooms at the 
historic downtown Macau property, although the exact date remains subject to approval by the 
Gaming Inspection and […] The post Crystal Palace phase two to launch this summer appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Portuguese Minister of Education to represent gov’t in this year’s celebration 
(2026-05-28 00:34)

The Portuguese Minister of Education, Science and Innovation, Fernando Alexandre, will 
represent the Portuguese government at this year’s ceremonies of “June 10 – Day of 
Portugal, Camões and the Portuguese Communities,” the Consul-General of Portugal in Macau 
and Hong Kong, Alexandre Leitão, unveiled yesterday in a press conference that announced this 
year’s activity program. As in previous years, the celebrations extend far beyond June 10 and 
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include a broad range of activities in what organizers previously named “June – Month of 
Portugal.” Also, as in previous editions, the extensive program includes exhibitions, concerts, 
talks, and, of course, Portuguese gastronomy. Also […] The post Portuguese Minister of 
Education to represent gov’t in this year’s celebration appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 
澳門每日時報.

• FSS proposes lowering inflation threshold for pension adjustments to 2% (2026-05-28 
00:32)

Authorities have announced a series of new measures for the elderly, including a proposal by 
the Social Security Fund (FSS) to make old-age pension adjustments more frequent by lowering 
the inflation threshold required to trigger reviews. The proposal was revealed during a 
community forum organized by public broadcaster TDM Radio. The idea stems from Macau’s 
10-Year Action Plan for Elderly Services, which projects that by 2036, one in five Macau 
residents will be elderly. Following the report, the Administrative Committee of the FSS 
commissioned an academic institution to study the mechanism used to adjust social security 
benefits. According to the […] The post FSS proposes lowering inflation threshold for pension 
adjustments to 2% appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Beijing to promote drones and flying cars via new safety department (2026-05-28 00:30)

China is accelerating its ambitions in the “low-altitude economy” with the creation of a 
dedicated aviation safety department to oversee drones and flying cars, according to reporting 
by Nikkei Asia. The new unit, established under the Civil Aviation Administration of China 
(CAAC), will focus on managing safety, infrastructure and development for aircraft operating 
below 1,000 meters. Former CAAC chief Li Jiaxiang disclosed the move during a lecture earlier 
this month, marking one of the rare occasions China has created a dedicated government 
department for an emerging industry. As reported by Nikkei Asia, the roughly 30-member 
department will formulate development plans, […] The post Beijing to promote drones and 
flying cars via new safety department appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Free workshops, tours for Cultural Heritage Day (2026-05-28 00:28)

In observance of China Cultural and Natural Heritage Day, the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) will 
offer a series of free workshops, guided tours, and exhibitions at several of Macau’s World 
Heritage sites and cultural facilities this June. The Guia Lighthouse and the “Visiting the Ruins 
of St. Paul’s in Space and Time – Exhibition of Virtual Reality at the Ruins of St. Paul’s” will 
open to the public free of charge, according to an announcement by the bureau. Beginning June 
13, a range of cultural and artistic workshops will be held at various heritage sites. These 
include the “3D Dragon […] The post Free workshops, tours for Cultural Heritage Day 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• CE orders a role swap from two bureau vice presidents (2026-05-28 00:26)
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The Chief Executive (CE) has issued an order appointing Mok Chi Hang as the new vice president 
of the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) and Cheang Kai Meng as vice president of the Sports Bureau 
(ID). The appointment was done on a short-term basis, effective from yesterday until October 
31 of this year. The decision swaps the roles of the two officials, as before yesterday’s 
executive order, Mok had served as vice president of the ID since April of last year, while 
Cheang had served as vice president of the IC since 2023. The post CE orders a role swap from 
two bureau vice presidents appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Five TNR arrested over online romance scam (2026-05-28 00:24)

The Judiciary Police (PJ) have arrested five Filipino female non-resident workers suspected of 
helping to receive and withdraw funds from an online romance scam. The suspects, aged 
between 38 and 49, include three domestic helpers, a cleaner, and a waitress. Authorities 
suspect they used their bank accounts to receive a total of MOP51,000 in proceeds of fraud, 
which were then split into smaller amounts and withdrawn from ATMs. According to PJ, several 
male residents reported that they had been lured into transferring several sums to someone 
they met online, under the pretense of shipping a luxury watch, cash, fuel taxes, […] The post 
Five TNR arrested over online romance scam appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時
報.

• DSOP, DSSCU directors renewed for a year (2026-05-28 00:22)

The Secretary for Transport and Public Works, Raymond Tam, has renewed the appointments of 
the director of the Land and Urban Construction Bureau (DSSCU), Lai Weng Leong, and the 
director of the Public Works Bureau, Lam Wai Hou. Both appointments are valid until June 1. 
Concurrently, Tam also renewed the appointments of the deputy directors Mak Tat Io, Chan Hoi 
Ieng at DSSCU, and Luís Manuel Silva Madeira de Carvalho and Sam Weng Chon at DSOP. The 
post DSOP, DSSCU directors renewed for a year appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日
時報.

• China’s cross-border crackdown smacks of Nasdaq envy (2026-05-28 00:02)

In a surprise move, China punished three brokerages for offering mainland investors access to 
overseas stocks without licenses, escalating efforts to control cross-border capital flows. The 
question is why now. Beijing’s campaign against online brokers is not new. In late 2022, 
authorities asked Futu Holdings and Tiger Brokers to stop soliciting mainland clients. But this 
latest tightening is materially different. “All illegal gains” earned by Futu, Tiger and 
Longbridge Securities will be confiscated, regulators said Friday. All existing mainland accounts 
must also be liquidated within two years. During this period, overseas institutions are barred 
from accepting new inflows or facilitating […] The post China’s cross-border crackdown 
smacks of Nasdaq envy appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Thursday, May 28, 2026 – edition no. 4959 (2026-05-28 00:01)
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* Finally, ICU — The Union Medical Center will open its intensive care unit next month after 
criticism mounted over the transfer of a traffic accident victim to the Peninsula for emergency 
treatment * Cross-border | Lawmaker urges discount scheme to boost Guangdong-Macau links 
* Gaming | Crystal Palace phase 2 launches this summer, revamp continues * Portugal Day: 
Lisbon to send education minister for month-long celebrations as program unveilled * FSS 
proposes cutting pension adjustment trigger threshold to 2% * China accelerates low-altitude 
economy ambitions with new aviation safety department overseeing drones and flying cars   
DOWNLOAD PDF Thursday, […] The post Thursday, May 28, 2026 – edition no. 4959 appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Dizziness, abdominal pain drive over 50% of emergency calls, fire bureau says (2026-05-27 
00:46)

Cases involving dizziness and abdominal pain made up more than 50% of emergency medical 
calls, driving a slight rise in first-quarter ambulance dispatches to an average of roughly 130 per 
day, the Fire Services Bureau (CB) said yesterday. Ambulance calls in Macau reached 11,515 in 
the first quarter, up 106 calls, or 0.93%, from a year earlier, senior fire services officer Wong Si 
Tim told a press conference yesterday, adding that most cases involved dizziness, abdominal 
pain, fever, and various injuries. According to Health Bureau data, approximately 300 cases 
quarterly in recent years have been classified as non-emergency transports – […] The post 
Dizziness, abdominal pain drive over 50% of emergency calls, fire bureau says appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau’s tight visa rules deter Vietnamese tourists, industry says (2026-05-27 00:44)

Vietnamese passport holders are not eligible for visa-free entry to Macau, nor can they obtain a 
visa on arrival or apply online. However, with growing demand among Vietnamese travelers to 
travel abroad, some in Macau’s tourism industry are hoping authorities will appropriately 
relax and simplify the visa application process for Vietnamese visitors. As reported by 
Chinese-language media Macao Daily News on Tuesday, Andy Wu, president of the Travel 
Industry Council of Macau (TICM), expressed hope that the authorities will adapt to changing 
circumstances, respond flexibly to market shifts, and appropriately relax and simplify the visa 
application process for Vietnamese travelers […] The post Macau’s tight visa rules deter 
Vietnamese tourists, industry says appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• CE orders budget restraints for 2027, ceiling capped at 2026 level (2026-05-27 00:42)

By order of the Chief Executive (CE), Sam Hou Fai, the rules and instructions for submitting 2027 
budget proposals were published yesterday in the government’s official gazette. Among the 
regular guidelines, CE Order No. 69/2026 states that when preparing budget proposals, the 
various services must note that no increases will be accepted over this year’s budget. The CE 
noted the need for all services and departments to carefully assess the necessity and rationality 
of all expenses, ensuring that they do not exceed the budgeted expenses approved for the 
current year. The measures were justified by “the need to adopt measures […] The post CE 
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orders budget restraints for 2027, ceiling capped at 2026 level appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Gov’t says it is taking all preparatory measures to face severe weather (2026-05-27 00:40)

The onset of Macau’s rainy season, when more extreme meteorological events such as heavy 
rainfall and tropical storms are more likely, has prompted lawmaker Lam Lon Wai to question 
authorities’ preparedness for the period and, in particular, whether all flood-prevention works 
are being carried out. In a written inquiry submitted to the Legislative Assembly, Lam noted a 
potential lack of communication among government departments, particularly regarding 
maintenance of the street drainage system, which often causes flooding even in non-extreme 
weather. In response, the Meteorological and Geophysical Bureau (SMG) rejected claims of poor 
communication, saying all government departments are working together […] The post Gov’t 
says it is taking all preparatory measures to face severe weather appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Police crackdown on illegal currency exchange uncovers 32 cases (2026-05-27 00:38)

The Unitary Police Service (SPU) has concluded a 13-day special operation targeting illegal 
currency exchange and other criminal activities, resulting in 32 cases of illicit money changing, 
authorities said. The operation, which ran from May 12 to 24, was conducted by the SPU 
together with the Public Security Police (PSP) and the Judiciary Police (PJ). Enforcement focused 
on casinos and surrounding areas known for illegal currency exchange, with intensified 
crackdowns on so-called “money changers.” During the 13-day period, authorities carried out 
59 patrol and enforcement operations. A total of 528 individuals were stopped and searched, of 
whom 121 were taken […] The post Police crackdown on illegal currency exchange uncovers 32 
cases appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Gov’t launches summer activities with 46,000 places, new AI workshops (2026-05-27 
00:36)

The Education and Youth Development Bureau (DSEDJ) and the Sports Bureau announced today 
that the 2026 Summer Activities will offer approximately 46,000 places for children and young 
people aged 4 to 25, roughly the same as last year. At a press conference yesterday, officials 
detailed a lineup of 550 activities across 2,160 classes, combining cultural enrichment, sports, 
career exploration, and new technology workshops. Online registration opens today at 10 a.m. 
and runs through June 2 at 10 p.m. Chan Wun San, acting head of the division of DSEDJ, said the 
bureau has introduced several new categories this year while retaining […] The post Gov’t 
launches summer activities with 46,000 places, new AI workshops appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Police warn of ‘Transport Bureau’ phishing scam (2026-05-27 00:34)

The Judiciary Police (PJ) have issued a public alert urging residents to watch out for phishing text 
messages falsely claiming to be from the “Transport Bureau” regarding “traffic violation 
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fines.” Authorities said scammers are sending messages stating that “unpaid fines will affect 
driver’s license renewal,” prompting recipients to click on a link. The link redirects users to a 
phishing website that mimics the official traffic violation fine inquiry interface, where victims 
are asked to enter their license plate number and credit card information to pay the fine – 
allowing scammers to carry out unauthorized transactions using stolen data. The post Police 
warn of ‘Transport Bureau’ phishing scam appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時 
報.

• Macau, Lisbon partner on consumer dispute resolution (2026-05-27 00:32)

The Macau Consumer Council (CC) has signed an online cooperation agreement with Lisbon’s 
Center for Arbitration of Consumer Disputes (CACCL), establishing a formal online mediation 
and arbitration mechanism for cross-border consumer disputes. Under the agreement, Macau 
residents involved in consumer disputes in Lisbon may access cross-border mediation or 
arbitration through the mechanism. Mainland residents encountering consumer disputes in 
Lisbon may also use mediation or arbitration services via the Consumer Council, which will 
assist in receiving and forwarding relevant documentation. The post Macau, Lisbon partner on 
consumer dispute resolution appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Fuel subsidy scheme launched, operations smooth (2026-05-27 00:30)

The petrol and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) subsidy scheme took effect yesterday, with the 
Economic and Technological Development Bureau (DSEDT) saying overall operations were 
smooth on the first day. The two-month scheme provides a subsidy of MOP1.50 per litre of 
petrol and MOP2.55 per kilogram of LPG. The interdepartmental fuel monitoring group urged 
residents and businesses not to stockpile LPG and called on the public to stagger refuelling and 
gas orders to avoid congestion at petrol stations and pressure on delivery services. DSEDT said 
it has conducted over 100 inspections since early May, with no irregularities detected, and will 
continue […] The post Fuel subsidy scheme launched, operations smooth appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• CE to attend Legislative Assembly plenary on June 16 (2026-05-27 00:28)

The Government Information Bureau said Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai will attend a plenary 
session of the Legislative Assembly at 3 p.m. on June 16 to review the first half of the 
government’s work and outline priorities for the second half of the year. He will also respond 
to lawmakers’ questions on economic, social and livelihood issues, with the aim of 
strengthening executive–legislative communication and public understanding of government 
policies. The session will be broadcast live on TDM television and radio, and streamed via 
official government websites, mobile apps, YouTube channels and the GCS Facebook page. The 
post CE to attend Legislative Assembly plenary on June 16 appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Wednesday, May 27, 2026 – edition no. 4958 (2026-05-27 00:01)
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* Emergency strain — Dizziness and abdominal pain account for more than half of ambulance 
callouts as fire bureau urges residents not to misuse emergency services * Visa barrier | 
Macau’s strict visa policies continue to deter Vietnamese tourists * Budget squeeze | Sam 
orders 2027 spending restraint, capping gov’t budget growth at current-year levels * 
Authorities say Macau is prepared for severe weather season amid flooding concerns and 
drainage system scrutiny * Police crackdown uncovers 32 illegal currency exchange cases near 
casinos * Gov’t summer activities program offers 46,000 places, adding AI workshops and 
expanded Hengqin exchange initiatives   […] The post Wednesday, May 27, 2026 – edition no. 
4958 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Subsidies for LPG, gasoline roll out today (2026-05-26 00:44)

Direct government subsidies for liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) and gasoline takes effect today, 
as authorities move to offset rising fuel costs affecting households and small businesses. 
Residents are eligible for direct government subsidies of MOP2.55 per kilogram for liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) and MOP1.5 per liter for gasoline. The two-month subsidy measure was 
announced Friday by the Economic and Technological Development Bureau (DSEDT), with the 
LPG and gasoline subsidies taking effect today following the rollout of the diesel subsidy earlier 
this month. According to the bureau, the subsidy scheme carries a total budget of 
approximately MOP41 million, broken down into […] The post Subsidies for LPG, gasoline roll 
out today appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Air Macau set to relaunch Manila route starting July 2 (2026-05-26 00:42)

Air Macau is slated to resume flights between Macau and Manila on July 2, operating five times 
per week. The Macau flag carrier will fly the route with Airbus A320 aircraft on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Sundays, based on information from aviation tracking service 
Aeroroutes. While earlier indications pointed to a July 1 restart, the finalized schedule omits 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, shifting the effective launch date to July 2. The daytime flight leaves 
Macau International Airport at 11:20 a.m. and reaches Manila’s Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport at 2:10 p.m. The return trip departs the Philippine capital at 3:10 p.m. […] The post Air 
Macau set to relaunch Manila route starting July 2 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每
日時報.

• Audit finds systemic lapses in oversight of continuing education enrollment quotas 
(2026-05-26 00:40)

A follow-up review report released Friday by the Commission of Audit (CA) found that, under 
the Continuing Education Development Plan, the Education and Youth Development Bureau’s 
(DSEDJ) failure to perform consistent on-site inspections allowed enrollment quota violations to 
go undetected, with no corresponding investigations or penalties carried out. The audit 
commission report revealed that the Continuing Education Development Plan – already flagged 
for multiple past deficiencies – continued to experience anomalies during its fifth phase, 
including instances where numerous students enrolled in similar courses across institutions but 
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recorded no attendance. According to the report, more than 65% of students across […] The 
post Audit finds systemic lapses in oversight of continuing education enrollment quotas 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• PSP records over 5,000 ‘lost property not reported’ cases in three years (2026-05-26 
00:38)

The Public Security Police Force (PSP) received 5,237 cases of “lost property not reported” 
from 2023 to 2025, including 315 involving suspects, official data showed. Macau law classifies 
failure to report found property as a criminal offence, as authorities continue to record large 
volumes of lost-and-found cases each year. During the same period, more than 93,000 
found-item reports were registered. Common items included identification documents, mobile 
phones, bank cards and Macau Pass cards. Police also handled a record case involving HKD1 
million in cash. Authorities said the figures reflect both the scale of lost property management 
and the legal risks […] The post PSP records over 5,000 ‘lost property not reported’ cases in 
three years appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Private clinics account for over 76% of primary health care consultations in 2025 
(2026-05-26 00:36)

Private clinics accounted for more than three million consultations last year, representing 
76.3% of all consultations at primary health care establishments in 2025. According to a 
statistics release from the Statistics and Census Service (DSEC), the 767 primary health care 
establishments in Macau, including public health centers and private clinics, served some 
3,940,000 people, with public facilities responsible for only 23.7% (932,000) of those. In total, 
private clinics handled 3,008,000 consultations of various kinds, accounting for more than 
two-thirds of the market’s demand. The same statistics also note that last year, demand in the 
health industry grew slightly in terms […] The post Private clinics account for over 76% of 
primary health care consultations in 2025 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Fuel prices push Macau inflation higher in April (2026-05-26 00:34)

The Consumer Price Index (CPI), the indicator of price inflation in Macau, recorded a 1.21% 
year-over-year increase in April and a 0.31% month-over-month increase, according to the 
Statistics and Census Service (DSEC). According to the official statistics, the Composite CPI also 
grew by 0.61% over the 12 months ending in April (May 2025 to April 2026), compared with the 
previous equivalent period. The DSEC noted that fuel price increases played a decisive role in 
the rise in the CPI, despite several categories of goods and services recording significant 
increases. Still, as mentioned, the Transport index grew more than the others, […] The post Fuel 
prices push Macau inflation higher in April appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• International arrivals grow at slightly slower pace amid April tourism increase (2026-05-26 
00:32)
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Visitor arrivals increased by 11.3% year over year to 3,441,396 in April 2026, according to 
information from the Statistics and Census Service (DSEC). According to the DSEC, international 
visitor arrivals also surged during the same period, but by a smaller margin than the overall 
figure, rising 10.5%. In the same data release, the DSEC noted that the increase in visitor 
arrivals was almost entirely due to same-day visitors (2,095,953), which rose by 19.4%, while 
overnight visitors (1,345,443) edged up by 0.6% year over year. As a result, the average length of 
stay for visitors decreased by 0.1 day to 1.0 […] The post International arrivals grow at slightly 
slower pace amid April tourism increase appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau fast-track lanes to open to more countries (2026-05-26 00:30)

The Public Security Police Force (PSP) announced yesterday that it will further expand the use of 
Macau’s self-service lanes to visitors from more countries, while also noting that the total 
number of border crossings in Macau so far this year has exceeded 100 million. In two separate 
statements, the police announced plans to further extend Macau’s self-service immigration 
lanes to visitors from additional countries, with details to be announced separately. Currently, 
travelers from Australia, South Korea, Portugal, Singapore, Brazil, Germany, France, Malaysia 
and Spain are eligible to use the city’s automated checkpoint lanes. The police further 
announced that the arrival […] The post Macau fast-track lanes to open to more countries 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Smoke-free zones expanded to 16 schools and nurseries (2026-05-26 00:28)

The Health Bureau (SSM) said yesterday that 16 educational institutions now have no-smoking 
zones outside their facilities, with eight schools and four nursery centers newly joining the 
initiative. The bureau added that no violations have been detected so far and that it will 
collaborate with the Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) to prioritize further expansion to locations 
with easier implementation and higher parental demand. The post Smoke-free zones expanded 
to 16 schools and nurseries appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Flu cluster affects four children at nursery, SSM issues warning (2026-05-26 00:26)

The Health Bureau (SSM) reported an influenza-like illness cluster at a nursery on May 24, with 
four young children infected. All four patients – three boys and one girl from the Fukien 
Women’s General Association of Macau Nursery (I) on Rua do Mercado in Iao Hon – 
developed fever and cough starting May 20. All sought medical care, with mild symptoms and 
no severe complications, the bureau said. The nursery has enhanced disinfection and isolation 
protocols. The bureau warned that influenza remains active in Macau and urged unvaccinated 
residents to get the 2025-26 seasonal flu shot. The post Flu cluster affects four children at 
nursery, SSM issues warning appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• The Chinese economy strategic impasse (2026-05-26 00:02)

China’s economy is undergoing one of the most difficult transitions in its modern history. The 
old growth model – driven by massive real estate investment, infrastructure spending and debt 
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– is reaching its limits. In its place, Beijing is trying to build an economy centered on high 
technology, advanced manufacturing, artificial intelligence and domestic consumption. The 
problem is that China is attempting to create the new model before resolving the distortions left 
behind by the old one. The result is a difficult transition unfolding amid weak confidence, 
demographic decline, deflationary pressures and growing international resistance. After 
decades of extraordinary expansion, […] The post The Chinese economy strategic impasse 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Tuesday, May 26, 2026 – edition no. 4957 (2026-05-26 00:01)

* Flame of Relief — Gov’t rolls out LPG, gasoline cost relief today as subsidy calls mount 
Aviation | Air Macau relaunches Macau– Manila flight this summer DSEDJ | Audit finds systemic 
lapses in oversight of continuing education enrollment quotas The PSP received over 5,200 
cases of ‘lost property not reported’ from 2023 to 2025, including 315 involving suspects 
Private clinics account for over 76% of primary health care consultations in 2025 Fuel prices 
push Macau inflation higher in April, with transport index recording a 4% increase in April   
DOWNLOAD PDF Tuesday, May 26, 2026 – edition no. 4957 The post Tuesday, May 26, 2026 – 
edition no. 4957 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.
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