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Security Analysis Report: Macau (May 19 - May
26, 2026)

Executive Summary

During the period of May 19 to May 26, 2026, Macau's security posture was primarily
shaped by the ongoing implementation of its strengthened national security
framework and its strategic economic integration within the Greater Bay Area. Key
developments include the public consultation for Macau's Third Five-Year Plan, which
prioritizes national security and economic diversification, and significant increases in
cross-border passenger traffic, necessitating enhanced border security measures.
Cybersecurity remains a critical focus, with the government successfully repelling
millions of monthly cyberattacks. Diplomatically, Macau is positioning itself as a vital
platform for economic cooperation between China and Portuguese-speaking countries,
and potentially in a new phase of China-US relations. These trends underscore
Macau's commitment to internal stability while navigating complex regional and
international dynamics.

Key Security Developments

• Strengthened National Security Legislation: Macau's Legislative Assembly
passed a new national security law on March 19, 2026, which came into effect
shortly thereafter. This legislation allows for national security cases to be heard
behind closed doors and requires defense lawyers to obtain clearances, further
buttressing the powers of Macau's Committee for Safeguarding National Security
(CDSE). The law is seen as strengthening the top-level framework for national
security and demonstrating the "patriots governing Macau" principle.
• Public Consultation for Third Five-Year Plan (2026-2030): The Macau Special
Administrative Region (MSAR) Government launched a 40-day public consultation
on May 20, 2026, for its Third Five-Year Plan for Economic and Social Development
(2026-2030). This plan explicitly includes safeguarding national security and social
stability as a key topic, aligning Macau's development strategy with China's 15th
Five-Year Plan and President Xi Jinping's directives.
• Increased Cross-Border Passenger Traffic: By May 25, 2026, total cross-border
passenger traffic through Macau's ports exceeded 100 million trips, reaching this
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milestone 14 days earlier than the previous year. The Border Gate checkpoint
alone recorded over 50 million passenger trips.
• Enhanced Border Security Measures: In response to the high volume of
cross-border traffic, the Public Security Police Force (CPSP) announced ongoing
efforts to improve customs clearance efficiency and the travel experience. This
includes increasing passenger inspection lanes at Hengqin Port from 69 to 113
and adding 10 inbound self-service clearance channels at the Border Gate
checkpoint. The scope of iris-recognition clearance services is also being
expanded.
• Persistent Cybersecurity Threats and Robust Defense: Macau's government
cloud computing center repels an average of over four million cyberattacks
monthly. Despite this high volume, no security incidents have been recorded to
date in 2025 or early 2026, attributed to a dedicated monitoring team and a
rigorous security management regime.
• Focus on AI in Public Administration and Crime Prevention: The Public
Administration and Civil Service Bureau (SAFP) has accelerated the integration of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) into internal operations, including testing a large-scale
platform for administrative tasks. Concurrently, Macau's security authorities are
closely monitoring new trends in AI-related crime, particularly deepfake imagery
fraud, to enhance prevention and enforcement efforts.
• Macau's Role in China-US Rapprochement: An analysis published on May 22,
2026, highlighted Macau's strategic opportunity in a new phase of China-United
States relations characterized by "strategic pragmatism." Macau is positioned to
strengthen its role as an intermediate platform for economic forums, business
meetings, commercial arbitration, and financial cooperation, particularly in
internationalizing Chinese and Lusophone companies.
• Integration into Greater Bay Area (GBA) Development: The 3rd Five-Year Plan
reinforces Macau's integration into the Guangdong-Macau In-Depth Cooperation
Zone in Hengqin, aiming to enable Macau's internationalization through the
territorial, technological, and industrial scale of the GBA. This integration is crucial
for Macau's economic diversification strategy.
• Diplomatic Engagements with Portuguese-speaking Countries: Macau continues
to leverage its unique historical ties to serve as a platform for economic
cooperation between China and Portuguese-speaking countries. This includes
efforts to reorganize investment and supply chains in markets like Brazil, Angola,
and Mozambique, focusing on sectors such as energy, critical minerals, and
agriculture.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics
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Macau's recent security and development initiatives underscore its deepening
integration with mainland China's strategic objectives, particularly through the "One
Country, Two Systems" framework. The implementation of the new national security
law, allowing closed-door trials and imposing stricter controls on legal proceedings,
aligns Macau more closely with Beijing's approach to national security, mirroring
developments seen in Hong Kong. This move, while aimed at safeguarding national
sovereignty and development interests, may raise concerns among international
observers regarding the erosion of Macau's judicial autonomy and civil liberties.

Regionally, Macau's emphasis on integrating into the Guangdong-Macau In-Depth
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin and the broader Greater Bay Area (GBA) solidifies its
role as a key economic and innovation hub within China's national development
strategy. This integration is designed to foster economic diversification away from its
traditional gaming-centric model, promoting new industries like modern finance,
technology, and traditional Chinese medicine. The success of this diversification, as
outlined in the 3rd Five-Year Plan, is crucial for Macau's long-term stability and its
contribution to regional economic resilience.

Diplomatically, Macau is actively cultivating its unique position as a bridge between
China and Portuguese-speaking countries, enhancing its relevance in China's "Global
South" engagement strategy. This platform role is gaining increased importance
amidst a new phase of "strategic pragmatism" in China-US relations, as highlighted by
recent analyses. Macau's ability to facilitate economic forums and commercial
arbitration services could offer a neutral ground for international cooperation,
potentially mitigating broader geopolitical tensions. However, the U.S. government
continues to advise increased caution for travel to Macau due to concerns about the
arbitrary enforcement of local laws and limited consular services, reflecting ongoing
scrutiny of its autonomy.

Military and Defense Analysis

Under the Basic Law, Macau's defense is the direct responsibility of the central
government of China. As such, Macau does not maintain its own independent military
forces. The People's Liberation Army (PLA) maintains a garrison in Macau, primarily for
ceremonial purposes and to assist with disaster relief, rather than active defense
operations. During the reporting period, there were no reported military activities,
exercises, defense acquisitions, or significant shifts in defense spending directly
attributable to Macau. The PLA Garrison in Macau did host a history exhibition in April
2026, which was primarily focused on patriotic education for residents, particularly
youth, to foster a deeper understanding of national security and strengthen patriotic
unity.
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Macau's security capabilities are therefore largely focused on internal policing, border
control, and cybersecurity, with the ultimate defense umbrella provided by mainland
China. The emphasis within Macau's 3rd Five-Year Plan on "strengthening national
security" and "rule-of-law governance" pertains to internal security mechanisms and
legal frameworks rather than independent military development. The absence of an
indigenous defense industry or significant defense acquisitions reflects its status as a
Special Administrative Region with defense matters handled by Beijing.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months):

In the immediate future, Macau will likely continue to focus on the public consultation
process for its Third Five-Year Plan, which concludes on June 28, 2026. This will
involve gathering public feedback on key areas such as national security, economic
diversification, and integration with Hengqin. The government will also be preparing
for the full implementation of the recently passed national security law, which is
expected to further solidify internal security controls. Efforts to manage the increasing
cross-border passenger traffic will remain a priority, with continued improvements in
customs clearance efficiency and the expansion of advanced technologies like
iris-recognition services at checkpoints. Cybersecurity defenses will remain vigilant
against the persistent threat of cyberattacks, with ongoing monitoring and
strengthening of intrusion detection capabilities.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas:

A critical flashpoint could emerge from any perceived challenges to Macau's
strengthened national security framework, potentially leading to increased scrutiny
from international human rights organizations and Western governments. The
arbitrary enforcement of local laws and limitations on consular services, as
highlighted by the U.S. Department of State, remain a concern for foreign nationals.
Economically, the success of Macau's economic diversification efforts, particularly in
developing non-gaming sectors, will be crucial. Structural fragilities, such as a
shortage of physical space, an aging population, and a lack of qualified professionals
in emerging industries, could hinder these efforts. Any significant shifts in the broader
China-US relationship could also indirectly impact Macau's role as an international
platform.

Indicators to monitor:

Key indicators to monitor include the final version and implementation details of
Macau's Third Five-Year Plan, particularly how it balances economic development with
national security objectives. The frequency and nature of cyberattacks targeting



SecurityStudies.info MACAU — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 6 — 2026-05-26

government infrastructure, and the effectiveness of Macau's defensive measures, will
be important. Furthermore, the evolution of cross-border travel policies and
infrastructure upgrades will indicate the region's capacity to handle growing visitor
numbers while maintaining security. Any public statements or actions by the
Committee for Safeguarding National Security regarding specific cases or policy
interpretations will also be significant. Finally, the development of Macau's role in
facilitating China-Lusophone cooperation and its engagement in broader international
economic forums will reflect its geopolitical positioning.

Strategic recommendations:

Macau should continue to invest heavily in cybersecurity infrastructure and expertise
to maintain its robust defense against sophisticated cyber threats. Proactive
engagement with international cybersecurity forums and best practices could further
enhance its resilience. To mitigate potential international concerns regarding the
national security law, Macau could consider increasing transparency where feasible,
particularly concerning legal processes that do not compromise sensitive national
security information. Furthermore, accelerating economic diversification through
targeted investments in technology, finance, and cultural tourism, coupled with talent
development programs, is essential for long-term stability and reducing external
vulnerabilities. Strengthening its role as a platform for China-Lusophone economic and
cultural exchange will enhance its unique value proposition and diplomatic influence.

Structured Assessment

```json

{

"threat_level": "Elevated",

"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Macau SAR",

"detail": "Implementation of new national security law and ongoing cybersecurity
threats.",

"lat": 22.1987,

"lng": 113.5439,

"intensity": 3

},
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{

"label": "Border Gate Checkpoint",

"detail": "High volume of cross-border traffic and ongoing security enhancements.",

"lat": 22.2144,

"lng": 113.5492,

"intensity": 2

},

{

"label": "Hengqin Port",

"detail": "Increased passenger inspection lanes and integration with Macau's
economic diversification.",

"lat": 22.1197,

"lng": 113.5350,

"intensity": 2

},

{

"label": "Committee for Safeguarding National Security (CDSE)",

"detail": "Enhanced powers and central role in national security enforcement.",

"lat": 22.1987,

"lng": 113.5439,

"intensity": 3

}

]

}

```
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Macau Daily Times

• Subsidies for LPG, gasoline roll out today (2026-05-26 00:44)

Direct government subsidies for liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) and gasoline takes effect today, 
as authorities move to offset rising fuel costs affecting households and small businesses. 
Residents are eligible for direct government subsidies of MOP2.55 per kilogram for liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) and MOP1.5 per liter for gasoline. The two-month subsidy measure was 
announced Friday by the Economic and Technological Development Bureau (DSEDT), with the 
LPG and gasoline subsidies taking effect today following the rollout of the diesel subsidy earlier 
this month. According to the bureau, the subsidy scheme carries a total budget of 
approximately MOP41 million, broken down into […] The post Subsidies for LPG, gasoline roll 
out today appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Air Macau set to relaunch Manila route starting July 2 (2026-05-26 00:42)

Air Macau is slated to resume flights between Macau and Manila on July 2, operating five times 
per week. The Macau flag carrier will fly the route with Airbus A320 aircraft on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Sundays, based on information from aviation tracking service 
Aeroroutes. While earlier indications pointed to a July 1 restart, the finalized schedule omits 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, shifting the effective launch date to July 2. The daytime flight leaves 
Macau International Airport at 11:20 a.m. and reaches Manila’s Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport at 2:10 p.m. The return trip departs the Philippine capital at 3:10 p.m. […] The post Air 
Macau set to relaunch Manila route starting July 2 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每
日時報.

• Audit finds systemic lapses in oversight of continuing education enrollment quotas 
(2026-05-26 00:40)

A follow-up review report released Friday by the Commission of Audit (CA) found that, under 
the Continuing Education Development Plan, the Education and Youth Development Bureau’s 
(DSEDJ) failure to perform consistent on-site inspections allowed enrollment quota violations to 
go undetected, with no corresponding investigations or penalties carried out. The audit 
commission report revealed that the Continuing Education Development Plan – already flagged 
for multiple past deficiencies – continued to experience anomalies during its fifth phase, 
including instances where numerous students enrolled in similar courses across institutions but 
recorded no attendance. According to the report, more than 65% of students across […] The 
post Audit finds systemic lapses in oversight of continuing education enrollment quotas 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.
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• PSP records over 5,000 ‘lost property not reported’ cases in three years (2026-05-26 
00:38)

The Public Security Police Force (PSP) received 5,237 cases of “lost property not reported” 
from 2023 to 2025, including 315 involving suspects, official data showed. Macau law classifies 
failure to report found property as a criminal offence, as authorities continue to record large 
volumes of lost-and-found cases each year. During the same period, more than 93,000 
found-item reports were registered. Common items included identification documents, mobile 
phones, bank cards and Macau Pass cards. Police also handled a record case involving HKD1 
million in cash. Authorities said the figures reflect both the scale of lost property management 
and the legal risks […] The post PSP records over 5,000 ‘lost property not reported’ cases in 
three years appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Private clinics account for over 76% of primary health care consultations in 2025 
(2026-05-26 00:36)

Private clinics accounted for more than three million consultations last year, representing 
76.3% of all consultations at primary health care establishments in 2025. According to a 
statistics release from the Statistics and Census Service (DSEC), the 767 primary health care 
establishments in Macau, including public health centers and private clinics, served some 
3,940,000 people, with public facilities responsible for only 23.7% (932,000) of those. In total, 
private clinics handled 3,008,000 consultations of various kinds, accounting for more than 
two-thirds of the market’s demand. The same statistics also note that last year, demand in the 
health industry grew slightly in terms […] The post Private clinics account for over 76% of 
primary health care consultations in 2025 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Fuel prices push Macau inflation higher in April (2026-05-26 00:34)

The Consumer Price Index (CPI), the indicator of price inflation in Macau, recorded a 1.21% 
year-over-year increase in April and a 0.31% month-over-month increase, according to the 
Statistics and Census Service (DSEC). According to the official statistics, the Composite CPI also 
grew by 0.61% over the 12 months ending in April (May 2025 to April 2026), compared with the 
previous equivalent period. The DSEC noted that fuel price increases played a decisive role in 
the rise in the CPI, despite several categories of goods and services recording significant 
increases. Still, as mentioned, the Transport index grew more than the others, […] The post Fuel 
prices push Macau inflation higher in April appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• International arrivals grow at slightly slower pace amid April tourism increase (2026-05-26 
00:32)

Visitor arrivals increased by 11.3% year over year to 3,441,396 in April 2026, according to 
information from the Statistics and Census Service (DSEC). According to the DSEC, international 
visitor arrivals also surged during the same period, but by a smaller margin than the overall 
figure, rising 10.5%. In the same data release, the DSEC noted that the increase in visitor 
arrivals was almost entirely due to same-day visitors (2,095,953), which rose by 19.4%, while 
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overnight visitors (1,345,443) edged up by 0.6% year over year. As a result, the average length of 
stay for visitors decreased by 0.1 day to 1.0 […] The post International arrivals grow at slightly 
slower pace amid April tourism increase appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau fast-track lanes to open to more countries (2026-05-26 00:30)

The Public Security Police Force (PSP) announced yesterday that it will further expand the use of 
Macau’s self-service lanes to visitors from more countries, while also noting that the total 
number of border crossings in Macau so far this year has exceeded 100 million. In two separate 
statements, the police announced plans to further extend Macau’s self-service immigration 
lanes to visitors from additional countries, with details to be announced separately. Currently, 
travelers from Australia, South Korea, Portugal, Singapore, Brazil, Germany, France, Malaysia 
and Spain are eligible to use the city’s automated checkpoint lanes. The police further 
announced that the arrival […] The post Macau fast-track lanes to open to more countries 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Smoke-free zones expanded to 16 schools and nurseries (2026-05-26 00:28)

The Health Bureau (SSM) said yesterday that 16 educational institutions now have no-smoking 
zones outside their facilities, with eight schools and four nursery centers newly joining the 
initiative. The bureau added that no violations have been detected so far and that it will 
collaborate with the Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) to prioritize further expansion to locations 
with easier implementation and higher parental demand. The post Smoke-free zones expanded 
to 16 schools and nurseries appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Flu cluster affects four children at nursery, SSM issues warning (2026-05-26 00:26)

The Health Bureau (SSM) reported an influenza-like illness cluster at a nursery on May 24, with 
four young children infected. All four patients – three boys and one girl from the Fukien 
Women’s General Association of Macau Nursery (I) on Rua do Mercado in Iao Hon – 
developed fever and cough starting May 20. All sought medical care, with mild symptoms and 
no severe complications, the bureau said. The nursery has enhanced disinfection and isolation 
protocols. The bureau warned that influenza remains active in Macau and urged unvaccinated 
residents to get the 2025-26 seasonal flu shot. The post Flu cluster affects four children at 
nursery, SSM issues warning appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• The Chinese economy strategic impasse (2026-05-26 00:02)

China’s economy is undergoing one of the most difficult transitions in its modern history. The 
old growth model – driven by massive real estate investment, infrastructure spending and debt 
– is reaching its limits. In its place, Beijing is trying to build an economy centered on high 
technology, advanced manufacturing, artificial intelligence and domestic consumption. The 
problem is that China is attempting to create the new model before resolving the distortions left 
behind by the old one. The result is a difficult transition unfolding amid weak confidence, 
demographic decline, deflationary pressures and growing international resistance. After 
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decades of extraordinary expansion, […] The post The Chinese economy strategic impasse 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Tuesday, May 26, 2026 – edition no. 4957 (2026-05-26 00:01)

* Flame of Relief — Gov’t rolls out LPG, gasoline cost relief today as subsidy calls mount 
Aviation | Air Macau relaunches Macau– Manila flight this summer DSEDJ | Audit finds systemic 
lapses in oversight of continuing education enrollment quotas The PSP received over 5,200 
cases of ‘lost property not reported’ from 2023 to 2025, including 315 involving suspects 
Private clinics account for over 76% of primary health care consultations in 2025 Fuel prices 
push Macau inflation higher in April, with transport index recording a 4% increase in April   
DOWNLOAD PDF Tuesday, May 26, 2026 – edition no. 4957 The post Tuesday, May 26, 2026 – 
edition no. 4957 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Gov’t silent on student mental health numbers, while Hong Kong records steep increase 
(2026-05-22 00:52)

Local authorities do not wish to share any figures on the number of local students who have a 
mental illness, the Times learned. In response to an inquiry from the Times on the topic, 
following the disclosure of data in the neighboring region of Hong Kong, which points to a 
doubling of the incidence of […] The post Gov’t silent on student mental health numbers, 
while Hong Kong records steep increase appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Satellite milestone advances geomagnetic navigation research and applications 
(2026-05-22 00:50)

The Macau University of Science and Technology (MUST) celebrated a milestone yesterday with 
the third anniversary of the Macau Science Satellite-1 (MSS-1) launch, unveiling a series of 
technological breakthroughs that position the Chinese region as a leader in high-precision 
geomagnetic research and applications. The press conference featured the release of ten major 
achievements from the […] The post Satellite milestone advances geomagnetic navigation 
research and applications appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Summer’s Finest at DIVA (2026-05-22 00:48)

Summer in Macau is hot, humid, and often hurried. But step into DIVA, the signature restaurant 
perched on the 40th floor of W Macau – Studio City, and the season suddenly feels like a 
celebration worth savouring. Executive Chinese Chef KwokHung Cheng has rolled out a Summer 
Seasonal Treats menu that captures everything we love […] The post Summer’s Finest at DIVA  
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Gov’t vows more diverse community spending promotion activities (2026-05-22 00:46)

The local government has reiterated that the ongoing 2026 Community Consumption Grand 
Rewards campaign aims to encourage residents to stay in Macau and spend their weekends 
locally, while pledging to explore more diverse community spending promotion activities. Along 
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with the launch of the 10-week campaign, legislator Wong Kit Cheng raised concerns that 
despite the authorities’ […] The post Gov’t vows more diverse community spending 
promotion activities appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• HKD6.4 million needed for retirement, majority lack financial confidence, survey finds 
(2026-05-22 00:44)

Widespread financial anxiety grips Hong Kong and Macau residents, with over 60% worried 
about their financial future despite expecting to retire at an average age of 62, according to a 
new survey. The latest findings from FWD Hong Kong’s “Consumer Outlook Survey” reveal 
that the general public lacks confidence in their personal financial prospects, with […] The post 
HKD6.4 million needed for retirement, majority lack financial confidence, survey finds appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• The differences — and similarities — in the Trump and Putin visits to China (2026-05-22 
00:42)

On the surface, Chinese leader Xi Jinping’s back-to-back summits with U.S. President Donald 
Trump and Russia’s Vladimir Putin looked pretty similar, with formal handshakes in Beijing’s 
Tiananmen Square, enthusiastic greetings from flower-waving children, and marching columns 
of soldiers branching gleaming bayonets. But the visits also revealed how different China’s 
relationship is with the two countries. […] The post The differences — and similarities — in the 
Trump and Putin visits to China  appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• IAM says conditions not ready for expanding vet outpatient, surgical services (2026-05-22 
00:40)

The municipal kennels in the Macau peninsula will temporarily close to the public starting next 
month for renovation and maintenance, with the Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) acknowledging 
that the objective conditions for expanding outpatient and surgical services are not currently in 
place. However, the bureau noted that a temporary service point will open at Ox […] The post 
IAM says conditions not ready for expanding vet outpatient, surgical services appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• GEG Honors Nearly 10,000 Long-Serving Team Members (2026-05-22 00:38)

GEG has long aligned with the MSAR Government’s “Building Macau with Talent Training” 
policy, supporting team members’ growth through diverse initiatives. Recently, GEG held its 
“Long Service Award Ceremony” and “Galaxy Macau 15th Anniversary Celebration” under 
the theme “One Team, One Goal, Together We Glow,” honoring team members while 
marking this milestone. To celebrate the […] The post GEG Honors Nearly 10,000 Long-Serving 
Team Members appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Domestic helper arrested over lost phone (2026-05-22 00:36)
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A domestic helper is suspected of failing to report and appropriating a mobile phone left at a 
store checkout in Taipa, police said. The Public Security Police said the victim left a phone worth 
about MOP3,500 at a shop last Friday. She returned minutes later but could not find it and 
reported case. Officers reviewed […] The post Domestic helper arrested over lost phone 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Zhuhai Border expects heavy traffic during Buddha’s Birthday holiday (2026-05-22 00:34)

Authorities expect significant vehicle and passenger flow at the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao 
Bridge Zhuhai port during the Buddha’s Birthday holiday from May 23 to 25, urging travelers 
to avoid peak hours. Inbound vehicle peaks are forecast for Saturday morning to early 
afternoon and Sunday morning, while outbound congestion is expected Sunday midday into 
late night and […] The post Zhuhai Border expects heavy traffic during Buddha’s Birthday 
holiday appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• You can persuade AI models to accept falsehoods as truth, study shows (2026-05-22 00:02)

When you ask a large language model a question, the reply may include falsehoods, and if you 
challenge those statements with facts, the AI may still uphold the reply as true. That’s what my 
research group found when we asked five leading models to describe scenes in movies or 
novels that don’t actually exist. We probed this […] The post You can persuade AI models to 
accept falsehoods as truth, study shows  appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Friday, May 22, 2026 – edition no. 4956 (2026-05-22 00:01)

* Data in the Dark — Authorities silent on local student mental health statistics despite regional 
spike as Hong Kong cases double * MUST | Satellite milestone advances geomagnetic 
navigation research and applications * Taste of Edesia * The local government revealed that it is 
exploring a wider variety of community consumption promotion activities * […] The post Friday, 
May 22, 2026 – edition no. 4956 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• MGM Kicks Off “The 12th MGM Junior Lion Dance Summer Class” (2026-05-21 09:14)

  MGM announced today to kick off “The 12th MGM Junior Lion Dance Summer Class” in 
collaboration with its long-standing partner, the Wushu General Association of Macau, 
continuing its commitment to the systematic inheritance and talent development of Lingnan 
Lion Dance. The program provides structured introductory training for children aged 5 to 8, 
serving as […] The post MGM Kicks Off “The 12th MGM Junior Lion Dance Summer Class” 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• April home transactions rise to 338, average price hits 13-year low (2026-05-21 00:46)

Macau recorded 338 residential property transactions in April, up by 10 from March, but 
average prices continued to soften to a 13-year low, according to data from the Financial 
Services Bureau. The average price per square meter of usable area fell to MOP68,000, down 
2.3% from MOP69,600 in March, marking the lowest monthly level in […] The post April home 
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transactions rise to 338, average price hits 13-year low appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳
 門每日時報.

• Gov’t pushes age-friendly features in new builds and renovations (2026-05-21 00:44)

The Macau government, having released the guidelines for age-friendly home renovation last 
month in support of the “family care and aging in place” policy, saw authorities reaffirm on 
Tuesday hope that the guidelines would encourage enhanced safety and convenience features 
for the elderly in both new builds and renovation works. The Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) […] 
The post Gov’t pushes age-friendly features in new builds and renovations appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Investment banks expect May GGR to reach MOP22.5 billion (2026-05-21 00:42)

The gaming revenue is expected to reach MOP22.5 billion in May, representing a 6% 
year-on-year increase, according to investment bank estimates, as daily gross gaming revenue 
(GGR) trends show a mild slowdown from early-month levels. Citing industry sources, Citigroup 
said Macau’s GGR in the first 17 days of May is estimated at MOP12.65 billion. The […] The 
post Investment banks expect May GGR to reach MOP22.5 billion appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau Open Badminton returns with record prize money and AI innovation (2026-05-21 
00:40)

The “Sands China Ltd. Macau Open Badminton 2026” will be held from June 16 to 21 at the 
Macao East Asian Games Dome, featuring a record MOP3 million prize purse – the highest in 
this year’s Super 300 series. The tournament has drawn 390 applicants from 29 countries and 
regions, with 275 qualifying players. Headliners […] The post Macau Open Badminton returns 
with record prize money and AI innovation appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Graduates boo pep talks on AI at college commencements (2026-05-21 00:38)

As artificial intelligence casts a shadow over career prospects, it is becoming an unwelcome 
subject at this season’s college commencements. At several campuses, graduates have 
interrupted speakers with stadium-wide boos when the topic turned to AI. Former Google CEO 
Eric Schmidt faced repeated jeers over the weekend during his keynote address to about 10,000 
University […] The post Graduates boo pep talks on AI at college commencements appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Lawmakers call on gov’t to correct flaws harming public interest (2026-05-21 00:36)

Lawmakers Nick Lei and Chan Hao Weng have called on the government to address the flaws 
detected in the latest Audit report regarding the operation of public services and situations that 
are harmful to public interest. This push was made through separate, unrelated spoken 
inquiries delivered at the Legislative Assembly during the period before the […] The post 
Lawmakers call on gov’t to correct flaws harming public interest appeared first on MACAU 
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DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• New law on private medical institutions approved, ‘day hospitals’ now allowed 
(2026-05-21 00:34)

The Legislative Assembly (AL) passed the new law on Tuesday evening to amend the regulations 
governing the operation of private medical institutions in Macau. The law was approved by the 
lawmakers on its final reading by a unanimous vote and will take effect on December 1 this 
year. Among several specific provisions, the new law […] The post New law on private medical 
institutions approved, ‘day hospitals’ now allowed appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳
門每日時報.

• Woman arrested over fake chip scam targeting money changers (2026-05-21 00:32)

A 52-year-old mainland Chinese woman has been arrested on suspicion of using counterfeit 
casino chips to defraud two money changers of RMB113,000, according to the Judiciary Police. 
Authorities said the incident occurred on Tuesday at a Cotai casino, where the suspect allegedly 
engaged in an illegal currency exchange with two mainland “money changers.” The parties 
[…] The post Woman arrested over fake chip scam targeting money changers appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Int’l Children’s Arts Festival returns with 1,000 activities (2026-05-21 00:30)

The International Children’s Arts Festival will return to Macau this summer from July to 
August, featuring approximately 1,000 sessions of activities and performances, the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau (IC) announced. The third edition of the festival is expected to attract around 
300,000 participants, with arts groups from mainland China and abroad taking part. IC 
president Leong […] The post Int’l Children’s Arts Festival returns with 1,000 activities 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Professional tax refunds begin May 22 (2026-05-21 00:28)

Macau will begin refunding 2024 professional tax payments on May 22, with a cap of 
MOP14,000 per taxpayer. About MOP104 million will be returned to 169,300 people in the first 
batch. The Financial Services Bureau said refunds will be transferred to registered bank 
accounts, while public-sector employees without registration will receive payments with June 
salaries. […] The post Professional tax refunds begin May 22 appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Thursday, May 21, 2026 – edition no. 4955 (2026-05-21 00:01)

* Home slump — April residential transactions rise to 338, but average property prices fall to 
their lowest level in 13 years amid cautious buyer sentiment * Voucher bounce | Weekend 
spending rebounds as incentives scheme drives MOP560m in local transactions * Aging homes 
| Gov’t pushes age-friendly renovations and smart living features * Investment […] The post 
Thursday, May 21, 2026 – edition no. 4955 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.
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• Chui Sai Peng wants ‘robocops’ to reinforce Macau’s image (2026-05-20 00:40)

Lawmaker Chui Sai Peng wants the government to bet more in cutting-edge technologies 
developed by the country, and particularly to support the construction of a robotized police 
force, he said yesterday at the Legislative Assembly (AL). Chui was speaking on the period 
before the agenda of yesterday’s plenary session, taking this opportunity to call on […] The 
post Chui Sai Peng wants ‘robocops’ to reinforce Macau’s image appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Third Five-Year Plan targets deeper economic diversification and national alignment 
(2026-05-20 00:38)

The newly released Third Five-Year Plan consultation document places national development 
priorities ahead of well-being, with ‘One country, two systems’ and “patriots administering 
Macau” positioned as the city’s greatest institutional strengths throughout the planning 
process. The government officially released its third five-year plan public consultation 
document yesterday, with the consultation period running from today through […] The post 
Third Five-Year Plan targets deeper economic diversification and national alignment appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• NAPE retail rents fall 8.1% as sector signals rental downtrend (2026-05-20 00:36)

Retail rents in the NAPE district fell sharply in the first quarter of this year, with industry players 
warning that the decline could mark the beginning of a wider downward rental cycle across the 
city, according to Statistics and Census Service (DSEC) data. Average retail rents in NAPE 
dropped 8.1% quarter-on-quarter to MOP655 per square […] The post NAPE retail rents fall 
8.1% as sector signals rental downtrend appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Inclusion advocates warn support system lagging behind rising needs (2026-05-20 00:34)

As the week-long INCLUSION Conference and Festival 2026 opened for its second day at the 
School of the Nations (SON) yesterday, educators and administrators acknowledged progress in 
special education but also pointed to critical, unresolved gaps: rising student needs outpacing 
resources, a lack of classroom support for “in-between” cases, and scarce job opportunities 
for graduates. […] The post Inclusion advocates warn support system lagging behind rising 
needs appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Sands China gains market share as Londoner Macao drives growth (2026-05-20 00:32)

Sands China Ltd. increased its market share more than any other Macau casino operator in the 
first quarter of 2026, according to analysts at JP Morgan, with growth largely driven by strong 
performance at The Londoner Macao. The company’s share of gross gaming revenue (GGR) 
rose to 26.2% in the three months ended March 31, […] The post Sands China gains market 
share as Londoner Macao drives growth appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Moody’s downgrades SJM, sees modest earnings growth (2026-05-20 00:30)
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Moody’s Ratings has downgraded SJM Holdings Ltd.’s corporate family rating to B1 from 
Ba3, citing expectations of only gradual earnings growth over the next 12 to 18 months, while 
revising the outlook to stable from negative. The rating agency said it expects the Macau-based 
casino operator’s adjusted EBITDA to rise to HKD 4.1 billion in […] The post Moody’s 
downgrades SJM, sees modest earnings growth appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日
時報.

• Macau orchestra to play ‘Beauty and the Beast’ concert (2026-05-20 00:28)

The Macao Orchestra will present a Disney “Beauty and the Beast” symphony concert on May 
30-31 at MGM Cotai’s MGM Theatre. The limited performances will pair a screening of the 
2017 live-action film with live orchestral music conducted by Tony Cheng, resident conductor of 
the Macao Orchestra. Organizers said the program features scores by composer […] The post 
Macau orchestra to play ‘Beauty and the Beast’ concert appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• DSAL to hold three job-matching sessions with 383 openings (2026-05-20 00:26)

The Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) will host three job-matching sessions in late May, offering 383 
vacancies across the cleaning, security, aviation and catering sectors. Registration runs from 9 
a.m. May 20 to noon May 27 via DSAL’s website. Sessions begin May 28 with 213 roles in 
cleaning and security, followed by 50 airport security positions […] The post DSAL to hold three 
job-matching sessions with 383 openings appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Temporary traffic arrangements for Drunken Dragon Festival Parade from Thursday 
(2026-05-20 00:24)

Multiple roads in Macau will implement temporary traffic arrangements from May 21 to 24 to 
facilitate the Drunken Dragon Festival and Lion Dance Parade organized by the Associação dos 
Comerciantes de Peixe Fresco de Macau, the Transport Bureau (DSAT) announced. The Drunken 
Dragon and Lion Dance Parade on May 24 will follow two routes. The […] The post Temporary 
traffic arrangements for Drunken Dragon Festival Parade from Thursday appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Gov’t authorizes presence of Keypay Limited (2026-05-20 00:22)

As the city expands its digital economy, Macau has authorized the establishment of Keypay 
Limited, a new fintech firm licensed to provide electronic payment acquiring services. According 
to a dispatch published Monday in the Official Gazette (BO), Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai 
approved the company’s formation under the financial system legal framework, enabling 
Keypay to […] The post Gov’t authorizes presence of Keypay Limited appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• NACHO is on, but memory chipmakers’ rally isn’t over (2026-05-20 00:02)
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The nothing-burger from the Xi–Trump summit underscored a new reality for global investors. 
The NACHO trade — “not a chance Hormuz opens” — is on. Prospects of prolonged inflation 
have risen, pushing global bond yields higher and strengthening the US dollar. This shift in risk 
sentiment threatens to derail the AI stock frenzy. Before President […] The post NACHO is on, 
but memory chipmakers’ rally isn’t over appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Wednesday, May 20, 2026 – edition no. 4954 (2026-05-20 00:01)

* Bots get green card — Lawmaker urges Macau to develop AI-powered ‘robot agents’ for 
policing and tourism amid growing fears over automation and local jobs * 5-Year Plan | Deeper 
national integration and diversification at the center of strategy * Rent slide | NAPE retail rents 
plunge 8% as satellite casino closures accelerate pressure […] The post Wednesday, May 20, 
2026 – edition no. 4954 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Single-lane traffic on Amizade Bridge from Saturday through mid-August (2026-05-19 
00:46)

Urgent maintenance work on the Amizade Bridge will begin this Saturday, requiring single-lane 
traffic in phases on both approach ramps until the project is completed in mid-August, 
authorities announced. At an interdepartmental press conference yesterday morning, 
authorities announced that the bridge project is expected to take 90 working days and will be 
divided into eight […] The post Single-lane traffic on Amizade Bridge from Saturday through 
mid-August appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau crowned Asia’s best luxury destination as Russian market booms (2026-05-19 
00:44)

Macau has been awarded the “Best Luxury Destination in Asia” at the LUXE Asia 2026 Awards 
Ceremony, with official data showing strong growth in the Russian market, the Macau 
Government Tourism Office (MGTO) announced. Making its first appearance at the LUXE Asia 
Awards in March, Macau claimed the “Best Luxury Destination in Asia” title at […] The post 
Macau crowned Asia’s best luxury destination as Russian market booms appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Experts caution against overreliance on AI in responsible gaming, call for clear standards 
(2026-05-19 00:42)

As artificial intelligence increasingly permeates the global gaming industry, a panel of experts at 
the G2E Asia + Asian IR Expo last week delivered a sharp reality check: AI can detect risk, but it 
cannot decide what is right. The session, “From Vision to Action: How AI Is Reshaping 
Responsible Lottery and Gaming,” brought together […] The post Experts caution against 
overreliance on AI in responsible gaming, call for clear standards appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau ramps up screenings despite low risk (2026-05-19 00:40)
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Macau authorities have stepped up health screenings for travelers arriving from or transiting 
through Ebola-affected regions after the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the 
outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Uganda a “public health emergency of 
international concern” on Sunday. Caused by the Bundibugyo strain of the Ebola virus, the 
outbreak has […] The post Macau ramps up screenings despite low risk appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Consumption program drives MOP560 million in first month (2026-05-19 00:38)

According to the Economic and Technological Development Bureau (DSEDT), nearly 7 million 
electronic vouchers were distributed in the first four weeks of the “2026 Community 
Consumption Awards” program. In its first month, the program’s electronic vouchers 
supported MOP3.5 million transactions, marking a 4% increase from a year earlier (MOP3.4 
million), and generated more than MOP560 […] The post Consumption program drives MOP560 
million in first month appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• China agrees to boost trade for US agricultural products such as beef and poultry 
(2026-05-19 00:36)

China has agreed to ramp up trade for U.S. agricultural products such as beef and poultry, 
buying at an annualized rate of $17 billion per year for 2026 and at that level for 2027 and 2028, 
the White House announced yesterday [Macau time], two days after President Donald Trump 
returned from a high-stakes summit in […] The post China agrees to boost trade for US 
agricultural products such as beef and poultry appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日
時報.

• Northbound scheme hits five million crossings (2026-05-19 00:34)

Since the “Northbound Travel for Macau Vehicles” policy took effect on January 1, 2023, the 
cumulative number of vehicle trips entering and exiting Zhuhai’s Gongbei via the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge checkpoint has exceeded five million as of last Sunday morning, 
according to Gongbei Customs. Some 544,000 vehicle trips were recorded in the first four 
months […] The post Northbound scheme hits five million crossings appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Arch. Association relocates to the city center (2026-05-19 00:32)

The Architects Association of Macau (AAM) has finally relocated to a new headquarters near the 
city center. The inauguration ceremony of the new AAM headquarters took place last Saturday. 
The new home of the Association is the Neoclassical-style building at Rua de Pedro Nolasco da 
Silva No. 24A-26, across from the Consulate-General of Portugal and […] The post Arch. 
Association relocates to the city center appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau to host ‘FIFA Women’s Football Program’ in June (2026-05-19 00:30)
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The Macau Football Association (MFA) will be hosting, next month, an event part of the FIFA 
Women’s Football Development Program. The event is now inviting registrations for 
participants in two different actions: the “FIFA Inter-School Women’s Football Cup” and the 
“FIFA Family Football Day,” MFA noted. The Inter-School Women’s Football Cup will take 
place on […] The post Macau to host ‘FIFA Women’s Football Program’ in June appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Inclusivity carnival opening draws 300 participants (2026-05-19 00:28)

An inclusivity carnival opened yesterday at MGM Cotai, drawing about 300 participants as part 
of the INCLUSION Conference & Festival – a weeklong program focused on disability, 
neurodiversity, and inclusive communities. Held under the theme “Beyond Boundaries: 
Cultivating Connection, Innovation and Belonging,” the inclusion event brings together 
community groups, academics, students, and people with disabilities […] The post Inclusivity 
carnival opening draws 300 participants appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• AI and Europe’s structural transition in education (2026-05-19 00:02)

Europe is entering a new era – and a profound shift in paradigm. For decades, humanity used 
machines to help build the world. Now, increasingly, we are using machines to help think about 
the world. Artificial intelligence is not merely another technological tool. Economists classify it 
as a “general-purpose technology,” comparable to electricity or the […] The post AI and 
Europe’s structural transition in education appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時
報.

• Tuesday, May 19, 2026 – edition no. 4953 (2026-05-19 00:01)

* Jammed summer — Authorities prepare for months of roadworks as Amizade Bridge becomes 
the first major site to undergo renovations, with traffic restrictions from Saturday through 
mid-August * Luxury drive | Macau wins ‘Best Luxury Destination in Asia’ as Russian visitor 
arrivals surge * AI gamble | Gaming experts warn against overreliance on AI […] The post 
Tuesday, May 19, 2026 – edition no. 4953 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.
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