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Executive Summary

During the period of May 28 to June 04, 2026, Japan significantly advanced its security
posture through enhanced diplomatic and defense cooperation, particularly with the
Philippines and South Korea, while also outlining a more assertive defense strategy.
The impending 2026 Defense White Paper highlights an "increasingly severe" regional
security environment, emphasizing the "China threat" and the need for advanced
unmanned systems and artificial intelligence in warfare. Diplomatic efforts saw the
elevation of Japan-Philippines relations to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership,
including agreements on intelligence sharing and maritime border delimitation, a
move that drew strong criticism from China. Concurrently, Japan participated in
several multinational military exercises and prepared for more, reinforcing
interoperability with allies like the United States and Australia. Cybersecurity remains
a critical concern, with Japan's new Active Cyberdefense Law coming into full effect
amidst escalating cyber threats, predominantly from Russian and Chinese actors.

Key Security Developments

* Defense Policy and Strategic Shifts: 2026 Defense White Paper Outline

Japanese media outlets on June 4, 2026, disclosed an outline of the government's
2026 defense white paper, which continues to characterize the regional security
environment as "increasingly severe". The report, largely consistent with the 2025
edition, argues that the international community has entered a "new era of crisis" and
explicitly labels China's military activities as "an unprecedented and the greatest
strategic challenge" for Japan. It advocates for enhanced development in unmanned
systems and artificial intelligence, and stresses the importance of defense production
and technological capabilities, linking them directly to defense strength.

* Diplomatic Relations: Japan-Philippines Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

On May 28, 2026, Japan and the Philippines formalized the elevation of their relations
to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, the highest tier in the Philippines'
diplomatic framework, during President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s state visit to Tokyo.
This upgrade reflects deepening ties amid evolving regional challenges, particularly
China's growing assertiveness in the East and South China Seas. The two nations
agreed to begin negotiations on an intelligence-sharing pact and the delimitation of
maritime borders, further strengthening defense cooperation and upholding a
rules-based maritime order.
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* Defense Acquisitions and Arms Deals: Transfer of Abukuma-class Destroyers

As part of the enhanced partnership with the Philippines, Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi stated on May 28, 2026, that Japan would fast-track the transfer of
several warships, including Abukuma-class destroyer escort vessels, to the
Philippines. This marks a significant development as it would be Tokyo's first export of
lethal military equipment under its revised defense export principles, aiming to bridge
a capability gap for the Philippine Navy against China.

* Military Activities and Exercises: US-Japan Bilateral Exercise (IPD26)

The Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) and the U.S. Marine Corps commenced
a bilateral exercise, Indo-Pacific Deployment 2026 (IPD26), from June 4 to June 12,
2026, in the Western Pacific. This exercise, involving the JMSDF's |S KAGA and U.S.
Marine Corps F-35B aircraft, focuses on deck landing and take-off training to improve
JMSDF's tactical capabilities and strengthen cooperation towards a "Free and Open
Indo-Pacific".

* Military Activities and Exercises: Southern Jackaroo 2026

Exercise Southern Jackaroo 2026, a multinational training event involving the U.S.,
Australia, and Japan Self-Defense Force, officially commenced on May 29, 2026, and is
scheduled to run until July 3, 2026. This exercise, held in Australia, focuses on
advancing combined arms integration and tactical interoperability through rigorous
live-fire scenarios, ensuring allied militaries can operate seamlessly as a unified front
across the Indo-Pacific.

* Military Activities and Exercises: Upcoming US-Japan Exercises

The U.S. and Japan are scheduled to hold two exercises in Japan in late June: Resolute
Dragon 26 and the Japan segment of Valiant Shield 2026. Resolute Dragon 26 will run
from June 20 to June 30 with the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force and the U.S. Marine
Corps, while Valiant Shield will take place in various Japanese and U.S. military bases
and facilities, led by the Ill Marine Expeditionary Force.

* Diplomatic Relations: Japan-South Korea Defense Exchanges

On May 31, 2026, Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi and his South Korean counterpart,
Ahn Gyu-back, met in Singapore and agreed to promote defense exchanges. They
announced that the Maritime Self-Defense Force and the South Korean Navy would
conduct a joint search and rescue exercise on June 7, the first such drill in
approximately nine years, signaling improved bilateral defense cooperation.

* Security Incidents and Threats: North Korea Satellite Launch Notification

North Korea notified Japan on May 27, 2026, of its plan to launch a rocket carrying a
satellite between May 27 and June 4, 2026. This drew swift warnings from Seoul and
Tokyo, who called it an illegal move violating UN Security Council resolutions. The
notice included navigational warnings for areas in the Yellow Sea and east of Luzon
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Island in the Philippines, where rocket stages were planned to drop.

* Cybersecurity: Active Cyberdefense Law and Escalating Threats

Japan's Active Cyberdefense Law, enacted in May 2025, is fully in force in 2026,
permitting authorities to preemptively engage with adversaries through offensive
cyber operations. This shift from a passive to an active defense approach aims to
strengthen Japan's cyber defense to a level comparable to major Western powers.
Japanese organizations faced an average of 1,231 cyberattacks per week in 2025,
with Russian and Chinese actors driving a climbing volume in Q1 2026, targeting
critical infrastructure and supply chains.

* Defense Policy and Strategic Shifts: Al and Unmanned Systems

The 2026 Defense White Paper introduces a new section on "emerging modes of
warfare," stressing the need to expand the use of unmanned aerial systems and
artificial intelligence technologies in defense operations. The Japanese government is
also forming a specialized task force to address cybersecurity threats related to Al,
aiming to develop advanced defensive mechanisms that leverage Al technologies.

* Diplomatic Relations: US-Japan Defense Chiefs Affirm Cooperation

On May 30, 2026, Japanese Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi and U.S. Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth met in Singapore, agreeing to further deepen cooperation
over China's increasing military coercion. They also affirmed a policy of speeding up
joint development and production of Standard Missile-3 Block 2A interceptor missiles
and other equipment, and agreed to reinforce deterrent and response capabilities in
Japan's Nansei region.

* Intelligence Activities: Saga Police DNA Misconduct

Japan's National Police Agency confirmed on June 4, 2026, that the number of
improper DNA analysis cases conducted by a former Saga prefectural police forensic
employee rose to 239 from 130 identified in an internal probe. While the agency
concluded that the misconduct did not lead to wrongful arrests or affect trials, it
acknowledged that public trust in DNA testing, a crucial aspect of investigations, has
been damaged.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Japan's security developments during this period underscore a proactive and assertive
approach to regional stability, largely driven by concerns over China's expanding
influence and North Korea's continued provocations. The elevation of ties with the
Philippines to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, including intelligence-sharing
and maritime border delimitation talks, is a significant move to counter China's
assertiveness in the East and South China Seas. This "quasi-alliance" aims to reinforce
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a rules-based maritime order and could complicate Beijing's strategic planning,
particularly concerning a potential Taiwan crisis. China has responded strongly,
denouncing the maritime boundary talks as "illegal and invalid" and dispatching
coastguard vessels for patrols east of Taiwan. Taiwan, in turn, has called for
consultation on these Japan-Philippines maritime border negotiations, as they affect
waters to its east.

The deepening defense cooperation with the United States, evidenced by ongoing and
upcoming military exercises like IPD26, Resolute Dragon 26, and Valiant Shield 2026,
further solidifies the US-Japan alliance as a cornerstone of Indo-Pacific security.
Discussions between Japanese and U.S. defense chiefs to accelerate joint missile
development and reinforce capabilities in the Nansei region directly address
perceived threats from China. Simultaneously, Japan's efforts to mend and strengthen
security ties with South Korea, culminating in an agreement for a joint search and
rescue drill, are crucial for trilateral cooperation with the U.S. against North Korea's
nuclear and missile development.

The 2026 Defense White Paper's explicit characterization of China as the "greatest
strategic challenge" signals Japan's firm stance and its intention to build
"comprehensive national power" through alliances and advanced defense capabilities.
This narrative, however, has been criticized by some observers as potentially
heightening military tensions. The focus on unmanned systems and Al in defense,
alongside the implementation of the Active Cyberdefense Law, reflects a broader
strategic shift to adapt to modern warfare and cyber threats, with Russian and
Chinese actors being primary concerns. These developments collectively position
Japan as a more robust and interconnected security actor, actively shaping regional
dynamics in response to perceived threats and contributing to a more integrated
security front in the Indo-Pacific.

Military and Defense Analysis

Japan's military and defense posture is undergoing a significant transformation, driven
by a perceived "increasingly severe" security environment, as articulated in the
outline of the 2026 Defense White Paper. This period highlights a clear trend towards
enhancing force posture through deeper alliances and modernization programs
focused on advanced technologies. The white paper explicitly calls for increased
development and deployment of unmanned systems and artificial intelligence
technologies in defense operations, recognizing their critical role in "emerging modes
of warfare". This indicates a strategic shift to leverage technological superiority to
offset potential numerical disadvantages and adapt to contemporary threats.
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Defense spending trends are implicitly on an upward trajectory, as the white paper
emphasizes that defense production and technological capabilities are directly linked
to defense strength and advocates for deploying the same defense equipment as
allies. The agreement with the U.S. to accelerate joint development and production of
Standard Missile-3 Block 2A interceptor missiles further underscores Japan's
commitment to bolstering its missile defense capabilities and fostering a robust
defense industrial base. The potential transfer of Abukuma-class destroyer escort
vessels to the Philippines also signals a new phase in Japan's defense export policy,
moving towards providing lethal aid to partners to enhance regional security. These
developments collectively demonstrate Japan's commitment to building a more
capable, technologically advanced, and interoperable Self-Defense Force, capable of
addressing complex security challenges in the Indo-Pacific.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): In the immediate future, Japan will likely continue to
solidify its recently strengthened diplomatic and defense ties. The joint search and
rescue exercise with South Korea on June 7, 2026, will be a key indicator of sustained
bilateral cooperation. Similarly, the upcoming US-Japan military exercises, Resolute
Dragon 26 and Valiant Shield 2026, in late June, will further enhance interoperability
and demonstrate alliance strength. The full release of the 2026 Defense White Paper
this summer will provide more detailed insights into Japan's long-term defense
strategy and spending priorities. We can anticipate continued strong rhetoric from
China regarding Japan's deepening ties with the Philippines and its defense posture,
potentially leading to further maritime patrols or diplomatic protests.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas: The East China Sea and the waters around the
Senkaku Islands (Diaoyu lIslands) remain a persistent flashpoint due to China's
continued maritime assertiveness and Japan's firm stance on territorial integrity. The
South China Sea, particularly in areas where the Philippines has territorial claims, will
also be a critical area, especially with the commencement of Japan-Philippines
maritime border delimitation talks. North Korea's continued missile and satellite
launch activities pose an ongoing regional risk, demanding vigilance and coordinated
responses from Japan, South Korea, and the U.S.. Cybersecurity threats, particularly
from state-sponsored actors in China and Russia, will remain a high-risk area, with
critical infrastructure and government networks being primary targets.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include the progress of the
Japan-Philippines intelligence-sharing pact and maritime border delimitation talks, as
well as China's reactions to these developments. The nature and scale of future joint
military exercises involving Japan and its allies (US, Australia, South Korea) will signal
the pace of defense integration and capability development. Any new cybersecurity
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incidents targeting Japanese entities, particularly critical infrastructure, will indicate
the evolving threat landscape and the effectiveness of Japan's active cyber defense
measures. Furthermore, any official statements or actions from North Korea regarding
its satellite program or missile tests will require close monitoring.

Strategic recommendations: Japan should continue to strengthen its alliances and
partnerships, particularly with the U.S., the Philippines, and South Korea, to create a
robust deterrent against regional aggression. Investing heavily in cybersecurity
defenses and offensive capabilities, as outlined in the Active Cyberdefense Law, is
paramount given the escalating threat landscape. Accelerating the development and
deployment of unmanned systems and Al technologies in defense will be crucial for
maintaining a technological edge. Japan should also continue its diplomatic efforts to
promote a rules-based international order, while being prepared to respond decisively
to any infringements on its sovereignty or the security of its partners. Internally,
addressing issues like the police DNA misconduct is vital to maintain public trust in
government institutions.

Structured Assessment

" Tjson

{

"threat_level": "Elevated",
"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Senkaku Islands",

"detail": "Continued Chinese maritime assertiveness and territorial claims pose a
persistent risk.",

"lat": 25.75,

"Ing": 123.5,
"intensity": 3
I

{

"label": "Western Pacific (near Japan)",

"detail": "Location of ongoing and upcoming US-Japan military exercises, indicating
heightened military activity.",
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"lat": 30.0,
"Ing": 140.0,
"intensity": 2
h

{

"label": "East of Luzon Island, Philippines",

"detail": "Designated drop zone for North Korean satellite rocket stages and area of
Japan-Philippines maritime cooperation.",

"lat": 16.0,
"Ing": 122.0,
"intensity": 3
h

{
"label": "Tokyo",

"detail": "Center of diplomatic activity, defense policy formulation, and potential
target for cyberattacks.",

"lat": 35.6895,
"Ing": 139.6917,
"intensity": 2

h

{

"label": "Yellow Sea",

"detail": "Designated drop zone for North Korean satellite rocket stages, raising
regional security concerns.",

"lat": 35.0,
"Ing": 123.0,
"intensity": 3
b

{

"label": "Nansei Islands",
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"detail": "Region where Japan and the US agreed to reinforce deterrent and response
capabilities.",

"lat": 26.5,
"Ing": 128.0,
"intensity": 3
}

]

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use —9— 2026-06-04



SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Japan Today

* China bans New Zealand lawmakers over Taiwan trip (2026-06-04 06:00)

China has slapped a travel ban on a group of New Zealand lawmakers after they recently visited
Taiwan, Wellington said Thursday. The four MPs hail from across the---

* Ohtani dominates in 6 scoreless innings as Dodgers rout Diamondbacks 7-0 (2026-06-04
05:18)

Shohei Ohtani threw six scoreless innings, Kyle Tucker hit a two-run homer into the Chase Field
pool and the Los Angeles Dodgers routed the Arizona Diamondbacks 7-0 on---

* Knicks beat Spurs 105-95 in Game 1 of NBA Finals (2026-06-04 04:09)

The New York Knicks' winning streak lives on, and they struck first in the NBA Finals. Jalen
Brunson scored 30 points, Karl-Anthony Towns finished with 18 points and---

* Rubio says China cannot erase memories of Tiananmen Square crackdown (2026-06-04
03:00)

Beijing's censorship cannot erase memories of its 1989 military assault on peaceful
demonstrators in Tiananmen Square, U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio said on Wednesday,
ahead of the---

* NBA 'on schedule' with Europe league plans: Silver (2026-06-04 01:49)

The NBA is "very much on schedule" with plans to launch a new European league in 2027,
commissioner Adam Silver said Wednesday before the start of the NBA---

* Man convicted in Jan 6 riot at U.S. Capitol gets job at Pentagon (2026-06-03 23:28)

The Trump administration has given a man convicted in the Jan 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol a
job in the Pentagon's policy office, according to officials--

* Israel and Lebanon agree to implement ceasefire (2026-06-03 23:23)

Lebanon and Israel have agreed to the implementation of a ceasefire, according to a joint
statement with the United States released by the State Department on Wednesday
following---

* PGA Tour CEO Rolapp says new model would expand fields at elite events and restore
36-hole cut (2026-06-03 21:58)
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The PGA Tour is making what CEO Brian Rolapp called substantial progress on a revamped
model that would restore 36-hole cuts to all the top tournaments. He said---

* Golden Knights are rolling, eager to stretch streak to 8 straight in Game 2 of Stanley Cup
Final (2026-06-03 21:57)

The Vegas Golden Knights were up one, down to a frantic 5.6 seconds left to secure Game 1 of
the Stanley Cup Final against the Carolina Hurricanes. The---

* Wim Wenders pulls 1975 film over nude scene with then-13-year-old Nastassja Kinski
(2026-06-03 21:55)

German filmmaker Wim Wenders on Wednesday said he has pulled his 1975 movie “The
Wrong Move” over a nude scene featuring a then-13-year-old Nastassja Kinski. Kinski, now
65’

* Taiwan says Japan, Philippines must respect its rights in maritime border talks (2026-06-03
21:52)

Taiwan has asked that Japan and the Philippines respect its rights and territory when they hold
talks on their maritime border, Taipei's foreign ministry said on Wednesday. Japan---

* Takaichi eyes Europe tour from June 13, with visits to Britain, Italy, France (2026-06-03
21:52)

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi is considering embarking on a three-nation tour of
Europe from June 13 to visit Britain, Italy and France, government sources said Wednesday.
Takaichi---

* Nissan eyes making cars for Chinese automaker Chery at plant in Britain (2026-06-03
21:49)

Nissan Motor Corp said Wednesday it is considering manufacturing passenger cars for the
major Chinese automaker Chery at its Sunderland plant in Britain, part of a bid to--

* SpaceX's IPO is set to be biggest ever and could make Elon Musk a trillionaire (2026-06-03
21:49)

SpaceX says it plans to raise up to $75 billion when it goes public this month, setting the stage
for the largest-ever stock market debut and putting Elon---

 European Union launches tech sovereignty initiative to boost chips, cloud and Al at home
(2026-06-03 21:48)

European Union leaders, worried about the continent relying too heavily on American
companies for Al and cloud computing services and Asia for microchips, are pushing back. The
27-nation---
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* Robots, supply strain: 5 hot topics at Computex (2026-06-03 21:48)

From laptops designed for the artificial intelligence era to advances in robotics and sky-high
tech shares, here are five hot topics at Taipei's huge Computex trade show: Call---

* England seeks a fresh start at Lord's as Ashes backlash lingers ahead of New Zealand test
(2026-06-03 21:48)

The past is fiercely protected at Lord's Cricket Ground. The Long Room, the slope of the field,
the bell before play, dress codes and honors boards. But inside---

* Sabalenka implodes as Shnaider books French Open semi with Chwalinska (2026-06-03
21:48)

Aryna Sabalenka saw her golden opportunity to claim a maiden French Open title go by on
Wednesday as the world number one spectacularly crashed out to Diana Shnaider---

* Cuba's Raul Castro, wanted by the US, celebrates 95th birthday (2026-06-03 21:47)

Cuba's former leader Raul Castro turned 95 on Wednesday, though his whereabouts were still
unknown two weeks after U.S. authorities charged him with murder in connection with the---

+ UK government condemns violence at protest over teen's stabbing death (2026-06-03
21:47)

Britain’ s interior minister accused activists of hijacking a tragedy to stir up violence after
police were attacked at a protest over the death of a teenager who was---

* Suspect who took 10 people hostage in California standoff shot and killed, police say
(2026-06-03 21:47)

A man was shot and killed by the FBI early Wednesday after taking 10 school employees
hostage inside a Southern California office building and warning that he had---

* Trump signs order to make it easier to fire 8,000 federal workers (2026-06-03 21:47)

U.S. President Donald Trump signed an executive order on Wednesday making it easier to fire
8,000 of some of the best-paid government workers, part of a broader effort---

* Germany says Russia stirred up opposition to U.N. Security Council bid (2026-06-03 21:47)

Germany's leading role in rallying support for Ukraine and its close relations with Israel may
have cost Berlin the chance of a seat on the U.N. Security Council,-

+ U.S. equipment, experts arrive at Kenya Ebola facility despite court order, protests
(2026-06-03 21:47)

Around 20 flights carrying medical equipment and specialist staff have landed at a base in
Kenya where the U.S. government is continuing to build an Ebola quarantine facility---
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* Trump will attend NATO summit in Turkey in July, Rubio says (2026-06-03 21:46)

U.S. President Donald Trump will attend the NATO meeting of heads of state that is taking place
in Turkey in early July, U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio---

* Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent refuses to say whether Trump remains exempt from IRS
audits (2026-06-03 21:46)

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent refused to say Wednesday whether President Donald Trump
and his family would still get immunity from IRS audits after the administration abandoned
plans for---

* Iran hits Kuwait; U.S. strikes near Hormuz in Gulf flare-up (2026-06-03 21:46)

Gulf hostilities flared again on Wednesday as Iranian attacks on Kuwait damaged its airport and
injured dozens while the U.S. military carried out strikes near the Strait of---

* Russia bets on air war as it stumbles on the battlefield (2026-06-03 21:46)

Russia is pummeling major Ukrainian cities in an effort to sustain a sputtering war effort
marked by a struggle to maintain momentum on the battlefield, where advances over---

* Trump confirms he called Netanyahu crazy in phone call (2026-06-03 21:45)

U.S. President Donald Trump acknowledged calling Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu "
crazy" in an expletive-filled phone exchange over fighting in Lebanon, while the U.S. was trying
to negotiate---

* House defies Trump and approves war powers resolution to halt military action against
Iran (2026-06-03 21:45)

The House approved a war powers resolution Wednesday that would halt the U.S. military
action against Iran, defying President Donald Trump as a handful of Republicans joined with---

* GLP-1 drugs may have a beneficial effect across many types of cancer (2026-06-03 21:44)

A growing body of evidence suggests that popular GLP-1 drugs, widely used for weight loss and
diabetes, can provide protection against many types of cancer. More than two---

+ Congo's soccer team seeks alternatives after Spanish city cancels World Cup warmup
game due to Ebola (2026-06-03 21:42)

Congo was still hoping to play its World Cup warmup against Chile after the mayor of the
Spanish city of La Linea de la Concepcion denied authorization for---

* Authorities warn of World Cup ticket, merchandise scams (2026-06-03 21:42)

Fraudsters are exploiting interest in the 2026 World Cup with a barrage of scams, as authorities
and researchers caution against fake websites impersonating FIFA's official online presence to---
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* They're coming (2026-06-03 21:37)

Humanoid robots are displayed at GMO Internet Group's booth during the Japan
Drone/International Advanced Air Mobility Expo in Chiba on Wednesday.

* Gov't, banks given access to latest Anthropic AI model for security (2026-06-03 10:11)

Japan's government and some banks have been given access to U.S. startup Anthropic's new
Claude Mythos artificial intelligence model with advanced cybersecurity capabilities, the
government said Wednesday, as---

* Fire sweeps through New Delhi building, killing at least 21 (2026-06-03 10:08)

A fire swept through a building in a New Delhi neighborhood Wednesday, killing at least 21
people and injuring several others, police said. The building in the Malviya---

* Japanese government postpones proposals to restrict real estate purchases by foreigners
(2026-06-03 07:16)

In December, Japan’ s Liberal Democratic Party announced its intent to introduce legislation to
add new restrictions to the ability of foreigners to purchase real estate in Japan. In---

* 58-year-old man arrested over death of 91-year-old mother (2026-06-03 07:14)

Police in Oyodo, Nara Prefecture, have arrested a 58-year-old unemployed man on suspicion of
killing his 91-year-old mother with whom he lived. According to police, Koji Takashima is---

* Putin squeezes Armenia as Russia seeks to retain global clout (2026-06-03 06:55)

President Vladimir Putin has read long-term ally Armenia the riot act: persist in wanting to join
the European Union and you can kiss goodbye to cheap Russian oil--

* Vegas Golden Knights beat Carolina Hurricanes 5-4 in Game 1 of Stanley Cup Final
(2026-06-03 03:31)

One sweep and one lopsided five-game series in the third round sucked some of the air out of
the NHL playoffs. Vegas and Carolina brought it all back---

* Tropical storm batters Japan, cuts power to 60,000 homes (2026-06-03 03:28)

Tropical storm Jangmi ripped across Japan on Wednesday morning, with fierce winds and
torrential rain disrupting transport and businesses, and knocking out power for tens of
thousands of---

* Scientists find yeast in ancient Iceman's guts -- and make bread (2026-06-03 03:00)

Yeast has been growing in the guts of a frozen mummy called Oetzi the Iceman for thousands
of years, scientists have discovered, telling AFP they used it to---
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* Peabo Bryson, known for duets from Disney's 'Aladdin' and 'Beauty and the Beast,' has
died at 75 (2026-06-03 02:04)

Peabo Bryson, the two-time Grammy Award-winning R&B singer best known as the voice behind
the Oscar-winning Disney film duets “Beauty and the Beast” with Celine Dion and “A--

* Typhoon makes landfall in Wakayama Prefecture (2026-06-02 22:41)

Typhoon Jangmi made landfall in the southern part of Wakayama Prefecture in western Japan
on Wednesday morning after dumping rain along the Pacific Ocean side of the country's---

* Takaichi's office starts new social media account over press access concerns (2026-06-02
21:54)

The Japanese government said Tuesday it will formally launch a social media account covering
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's activities following a month-long trial, amid concerns that she
speaks---

* Japan measles cases top 500, nearing 2019 level (2026-06-02 21:49)

The number of measles cases reported in Japan this year has reached 511, approaching the
2019 total of 744, a national research institute said Tuesday. Given that measles---

* Japan eyes stricter social media age checks to protect young people (2026-06-02 21:48)

Japan must strengthen the responsibilities of social media operators by requiring them to
perform stricter age verification and restrict some features, but a blanket age-based ban, such
as---

* BTS, Cardi B, Lainey Wilson, Muse, Snoop Dogg and others will perform at iHeartRadio
Music Festival (2026-06-02 21:44)

K-pop band BTS, Benson Boone, Cardi B, Lainey Wilson, Major Lazer, Muse, Snoop Dogg and
Zara Larsson are among the performers this fall at the 2026 iHeartRadio Music---

* 'Dictatorship of monsters": Richard Gere slams 'maniac’ Trump (2026-06-02 21:44)

Hollywood legend Richard Gere criticized Donald Trump on Tuesday, calling the U.S. presidenta "
maniac" who has "dismantled almost everything that was good" about the United States. "
We're:--

* General Mills agrees to sell Hdagen-Dazs shops in China to investor group (2026-06-02
21:43)

General Mills is selling its Hdagen-Dazs ice-cream shops in mainland China to an investor group
that includes Chinese tea brand Ningji. Minneapolis-based General Mills said in a statement---

* Airbus tests passenger plane that can fly 22 hours non-stop (2026-06-02 21:43)
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Airbus said Tuesday its A350-1000ULR widebody aircraft capable of flying up to 22 hours
non-stop has successfully completed a first test flight. "The aircraft, fitted with special flight---

* Anthropic expands access to powerful Mythos AI model (2026-06-02 21:42)

Anthropic on Tuesday gave approximately 150 organizations around the world access to
Mythos, its powerful new Al model whose rapid ability to identify weaknesses in computer
security has---

* Microsoft unveils Al models in push for independence from OpenAl (2026-06-02 21:42)

Microsoft on Tuesday unveiled its own cutting-edge artificial intelligence models in San
Francisco -- a crucial step toward reducing its dependence on OpenAl, the creator of ChatGPT.
Microsoft,---

* Muhammad Ali's family reflects on the champion boxer's legacy 10 years after his death
(2026-06-02 21:42)

Muhammad Ali's legacy extends beyond his stinging right jab, world titles and Olympic gold
medal, to the heart and compassion he showed long after he left the ring,--

* NBA Finals, which start Wednesday, will be a whole new world for many Knicks and Spurs
(2026-06-02 21:42)

For a few hours on Tuesday, the San Antonio Spurs and New York Knicks held practices on a
floor that had the NBA Finals logo painted at midcourt.---

* Liverpool great Dalglish reveals cancer diagnosis and says 'treatment is going well'
(2026-06-02 21:42)

Liverpool great Kenny Dalglish has been diagnosed with cancer and is undergoing treatment.
The 75-year-old Dalglish revealed the news in a post on Instagram and said on Tuesday---

* Former U.S. Open finalist Kei Nishikori to conclude his career at Japan Open (2026-06-02
21:41)

Former U.S. Open finalist Kei Nishikori will conclude his career at home when he plays in the
Japan Open later this year. The 36-year-old Nishikori has been given---

* Zverev powers into French Open semis; Kostyuk to face Andreeva (2026-06-02 21:41)

Alexander Zverev breezed past Rafael Jodar to stay on course for an elusive Grand Slam title at
the French Open, where Marta Kostyuk and Mirra Andreeva will meet:--

* UK police under pressure after dying student was handcuffed (2026-06-02 21:41)

British police faced a national backlash on Tuesday over the inflammatory case of an
18-year-old student who was handcuffed as he lay dying from stab wounds after his---
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* Top U.S. spy agencies feud over turf, mission (2026-06-02 21:41)

The CIA has stopped contributing to some intelligence assessments, including those related to
the Iran war, produced by the office of the nation's top spy as disputes over---

* At least 22 killed in Russian attack; Ukrainian president says new assault possible
(2026-06-02 21:41)

Russia pounded Ukraine with hundreds of drones and dozens of missiles early on Tuesday,
killing 22 people and wounding 130, and President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Moscow could
launch---

* Israel strikes south Lebanon after stepping back from Beirut attack (2026-06-02 21:41)

Israel kept up strikes on southern Lebanon on Tuesday, pressing its campaign against Hezbollah
a day after U.S. President Donald Trump asked Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu not to--

* 2 killed in protests over U.S. Ebola quarantine site; court keeps suspension (2026-06-02
21:41)

A Kenyan court blocked on Tuesday for another three weeks a proposed U.S. Ebola quarantine
facility that has triggered protests in which two people were killed, and ordered the---

* Iran studying deal to halt war, as Trump says talks going on continuously (2026-06-02
21:41)

Iran is reviewing a proposed agreement with the U.S. to halt their war but has not
communicated with Washington for a few days, Iranian media reported on Tuesday,--

* Blanche says Trump administration is scrapping $1.8 bil fund meant to compensate
president's allies (2026-06-02 21:40)

Acting Attorney General Todd Blanche said Tuesday that the Trump administration was
scrapping plans to create a $1.8 billion fund meant to compensate allies of the Republican
president---

* Trump calls Netanyahu crazy, says everybody hates him (2026-06-02 21:40)

They went to war together against Iran, but Donald Trump and Benjamin Netanyahu's
relationship is under strain after the U.S. president reportedly called the Israeli premier "crazy."
Trump---

* How Trump has used the presidency to benefit himself and his allies (2026-06-02 21:37)

President Donald Trump tried to create a near $1.8 billion fund that could be funneled to his
supporters as a means of settling a lawsuit he filed against---

* Artist suing FIFA over destruction of Dallas whale mural before World Cup (2026-06-02
21:36)
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The artist who painted a giant mural on a building in downtown Dallas of life-sized swimming
whales has filed a $25 million lawsuit against soccer's international governing body---

* Rayan Cherki's magical skills could be just what France needs in tight games at the World
Cup (2026-06-02 21:36)

If matches get tight for France at the World Cup and a defense is particularly hard for the
star-studded attack to breach, Rayan Cherki is a dream player---

* Switzerland's Embolo blocked from World Cup flight over visa issue (2026-06-02 21:35)

The Swiss football federation (ASF) said on Tuesday that forward Breel Embolo had been
prevented from flying to the United States with his teammates for the World Cup---

s Kitchen robot (2026-06-02 21:35)

RT Corp’ s food-picking collaborative robot Foodly gives a demonstration at a food processing
technology expo in Tokyo on Tuesday.

* 4 injured in bear attacks in Fukushima Prefecture (2026-06-02 10:31)

Four people were attacked and injured by a bear in northeast Japan on Tuesday, with all sent to
the hospital and conscious, according to the local police and---

« Man kills his mother’ s visiting caregiver, calls police, then kills himself (2026-06-02 10:28)

A 60-year-old man living in Kawaguchi, Saitama Prefecture, called 110 on Monday and said he
had killed his 90-year-old mother’ s visiting caregiver and then said he was going--

+ 88-year-old driver killed after his car crashes into house wall in Oita (2026-06-02 07:35)

An 88-year-old man driving a light passenger car was killed after his vehicle crashed into the
wall of a house in Oita City on Monday, Police said the---

* Typhoon moves north toward Kyushu after battering Okinawa (2026-06-02 04:05)

Typhoon Jangmi was moving north toward Japan's southwestern main island of Kyushu on
Tuesday after battering Okinawa the previous day, the weather agency said. Nine people had
sustained---

* Police investigate Iowa man suspected of shooting 6 of his relatives and then himself
(2026-06-02 03:48)

Authorities in Iowa are investigating the fatal shootings of six people who they believe were
killed by a relative who took his own life when confronted by police---

* Four dead as Russia launches major attack across Ukraine, authorities say (2026-06-02
02:03)
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Russian attacks across Ukraine killed four people in Dnipro and damaged two apartment
buildings in the capital Kyiv early on Tuesday, authorities said, after days of warnings that---

* Trump's 'weaponization' fund put on hold after fierce opposition from Congress
(2026-06-02 02:02)

President Donald Trump's nearly $1.8 billion fund to compensate victims of alleged government
“weaponization" has been put on hold after the White House faced fierce opposition from
Republicans--

+ Canada is failing the Jewish community and Jews are being targeted, Prime Minister
Carney says (2026-06-02 00:46)

Canada is failing Jewish Canadians and the community is being brutally targeted by hate, Prime
Minister Mark Carney said Monday. Carney said across Canada, antisemitism has surged to---

* Sabalenka ends Osaka's fashion show and advances to French Open quarterfinals
(2026-06-01 21:51)

Naomi Osaka may have had the edge in the fashion contest. In the tennis department, though,
top-ranked Aryna Sabalenka was the winner. Sabalenka beat Osaka 7-5, 6-3 on--

* Young and unemployed? Remote work, not A, may be the problem, study finds
(2026-06-01 21:50)

The rise of remote work since the pandemic has made businesses more reluctant to hire young,
inexperienced workers and is the key driver of higher unemployment rates for---

* SoftBank overtakes Toyota to become Japan's most valuable company (2026-06-01 21:49)

SoftBank Group Corp overtook Toyota Motor Corp on Monday to become Japan's most valuable
publicly traded company amid a rally in technology shares, marking the first time in---

* Al giant Anthropic confidentially files for IPO (2026-06-01 21:48)

Al giant Anthropic, the maker of the Claude chatbot, announced Monday that it had filed
confidentially for an initial public offering (IPO), as Silicon Valley Al companies look--

* Nvidia launches Windows laptop chip in consumer PC push (2026-06-01 21:48)

Nvidia unveiled a powerful laptop chip for Windows machines on Monday, staking its claim in
the market for next-generation consumer PCs integrated with artificial intelligence. Analysts
said the---

* Scott Pelley of '60 Minutes' accuses CBS News head Bari Weiss of 'murdering’ the show
(2026-06-01 21:48)

In a remarkable sign of the turmoil at CBS’ s top-rated “60 Minutes,” correspondent Scott
Pelley said CBS News head Bari Weiss of “murdering the show” and accused its---
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* Lawyers for Lively and Baldoni battle in New York court despite settling claims weeks ago
(2026-06-01 21:48)

The legal battle between actors Blake Lively and Justin Baldoni hit center stage in a New York
federal courtroom again Monday despite a recent deal to end Lively's---

* Tokyo Disney Resort to end free Priority Pass service on Aug 31 (2026-06-01 21:47)

Tokyo Disney Resort will end its free Priority Pass service on Aug 31, its operator Oriental Land
Co has said, leaving paid options as the only way for---

* Stations, facilities using Al system to prevent suicide by jumping (2026-06-01 21:47)

About 40 stations and commercial buildings in Japan have introduced an artificial intelligence
system to prevent suicide that has helped to save the lives of at least 2---

* Japan to disburse $20 mil to World Bank to spur critical minerals supply chains
(2026-06-01 21:46)

Finance Minister Satsuki Katayama said Monday Japan will disburse $20 million to the World
Bank to spur investments in developing countries to strengthen supply chains of critical
minerals---

* Takaichi urges free passage through Hormuz in phone talks with Iran president
(2026-06-01 21:46)

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi said Monday she called for the free and safe passage of
ships through the all-but-closed Strait of Hormuz in phone talks with Iranian---

* FIFA launches women's health and performance project to address the needs of female
athletes (2026-06-01 21:46)

FIFA launched a women's health and performance project on Monday to fill the void of of
information and research into the specific needs of female athletes as women's---

* Baseball players' chief says union 'has never been broken' and will fight MLB's salary cap
proposal (2026-06-01 21:46)

The head of the baseball players' association insisted his union will fight management's salary
cap proposal as long as it takes as bargaining moves forward with the threat---

* Serena Williams is coming back to tennis at 44, returning to the sport she dominated for
decades (2026-06-01 21:46)

Serena Williams is coming back to professional tennis at the age of 44, returning to the sport
she dominated for two decades before famously “evolving” away from the---
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* Senegal's ousted prime minister says his party will not participate in new government
(2026-06-01 21:39)

Senegal's Pastef political party will not participate in the country's new government, recently
ousted Prime Minister Ousmane Sonko, the party president, said on Monday, raising the
prospect of:--

* Denmark's Frederiksen secures third term as prime minister (2026-06-01 21:39)

Denmark's Social Democratic leader Mette Frederiksen said on Monday she has agreed to form
a centre-left coalition government, maintaining her grip on power amid a crisis in ties---

* Mexico's Sheinbaum escalates rhetoric against U.S., blames far-right 'offensive’
(2026-06-01 21:39)

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum said on Monday that far-right sectors in the United
States are coordinating with domestic groups to attack her government, escalating her rhetoric
against Mexico's---

* Ebola recoveries bring signs of hope in DRC as suspected cases emerge outside Africa
(2026-06-01 21:39)

Four nurses who were being treated for Ebola caused by the Bundibugyo strain of the virus
have been discharged from a hospital in Bunia in the Democratic Republic---

* Macron says French Navy, backed by UK, intercepted a sanctioned tanker from Russia
(2026-06-01 21:39)

The French Navy, with support from the United Kingdom, has intercepted an oil tanker under
international sanctions that was traveling from Russia, the most recent effort by nations---

+ U.S. to drastically slash number of embassies in Africa that can process visas (2026-06-01
21:39)

The State Department plans to drastically slash the number of U.S. embassies and consulates in
Africa that can process visas for foreigners seeking to come to the United--

* More Mandelson files released in UK bring bad news for Starmer, but many questions
remain unanswered (2026-06-01 21:38)

Peter Mandelson assured the British government it would “never regret” appointing him as
UK ambassador to the United States, according to documents released on Monday. His pledge
Was---

* Trump administration says it will comply with court order to pause $1.8 billion
compensation fund (2026-06-01 21:38)

The Trump administration said Monday it will comply with a court ruling temporarily blocking a
nearly $1.8 billion fund meant to compensate allies of President Donald Trump, effectively---
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* Trump says Israel and Hezbollah have agreed to dial back fighting (2026-06-01 21:38)

U.S. President Donald Trump said Monday that Israel and Hezbollah have agreed to dial back
fighting after he held talks with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
communicated---

« Germany looking for World Cup redemption after successive early exits (2026-06-01 21:35)

The memories of two successive World Cup group-stage exits weigh heavily on the Germany
team before another attempt at restoring lost pride. Surely it couldn’ t happen again?
Germany,---

* Last call? States look to extend bar and restaurant hours during the World Cup
(2026-06-01 21:35)

World Cup fans in a growing number of U.S. cities won't have an issue finding a well-poured
pint to go with their late-night match. State leaders across the---

* Anti-litter patrol in Shibuya (2026-06-01 21:32)

Anti-litter patrol officers walk in Tokyo's Shibuya district on Monday, the first day for litterbugs
to fined 2,000 yen. The fines will be collected on the spot. Restaurants---

* Pop idol group Arashi performs last concert after 27 years together (2026-06-01 07:37)

Pop idol group Arashi performed its final concert on Sunday, ending its around 27-year history
that has made it into a household name in Japan, with their success---

* Bus passenger in Tokyo suffers minor injuries after knife attack following dispute
(2026-06-01 07:36)

A bus passenger suffered a knife wound to his face after a dispute with another passenger in
Tokyo on Monday. The incident occurred at around 10:15 a.m. as-+-

* China patrols waters east of Taiwan in response to Japan, Philippine maritime border talks
(2026-06-01 07:35)

China's Coast Guard on Monday said it had conducted "law enforcement" patrols in waters east
of Taiwan in response to Japan and the Philippines' plans to launch maritime:---

* Japan, South Korea stocks hit more records, as oil gains on Iran war ceasefire hope
(2026-06-01 07:34)

Stock markets in Japan and South Korea hit fresh record highs Monday on enthusiasm over the
artificial intelligence boom and as investors await a decision on the Iran---

* Australian economy minister says 'legitimate' fears driving rise of far-right (2026-06-01
07:33)
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Australia's economy minister said Monday that "legitimate" concerns were driving a rise in
support for the far right after a bombshell opinion poll showed the populist One Nation---

* 5 dead, 2 injured after explosion at aerospace plant in South Korea (2026-06-01 06:56)

Five people have died and two others were injured on Monday after an explosion and fire on a
South Korean production line for rocket propellant at a factory---

* Yamamoto strikes out 10 as Dodgers take series from Phillies with 9-1 win (2026-06-01
03:00)

Yoshinobu Yamamoto had a season-high 10 strikeouts in 5 1/3 scoreless innings, Ryan Ward hit
his first major league homer in his Dodger Stadium debut, and Los Angeles---

* Colombian right-wing candidate De La Espriella, leftist Cepeda head to presidential runoff
(2026-06-01 01:07)

Colombian right-wing outsider Abelardo De La Espriella is set to compete in a runoff election for
president against leftist Ivan Cepeda, results from an initial round of voting showed:---

* Typhoon expected to bring heavy rain to western, eastern Japan (2026-05-31 23:53)

Typhoon Jangmi is forecast to bring heavy rain to western and eastern Japan along the Pacific
coast this week, the Japan Meteorological Agency said Sunday, with airlines already---

* Japan beats Iceland 1-0 in final pre-World Cup friendly (2026-05-31 21:33)

Japan coach Hajime Moriyasu backed his team to grind out wins at the World Cup after edging
Iceland 1-0 in their final warm-up friendly in Tokyo on Sunday.---

* Koizumi takes veiled swipe at China at security forum (2026-05-31 21:31)

Japan's defense minister took a veiled swipe at China on Sunday, pledging to keep
strengthening the military despite Beijing's criticism of Tokyo's increasingly muscular security
stance. Under Prime---

* Japan's main island gets 1st crested ibises in wild; 1st time in 56 years (2026-05-31 21:31)

Crested ibises, designated as natural treasures, were released into the wild in central Japan on
Sunday, marking the first time in 56 years the country's main island has---

« Italy bans Kanye West concert over security concerns (2026-05-31 21:29)

A concert by the U.S. rapper Kanye West, who was supposed to perform on July 18 in Reggio
Emilia in northern Italy, has been banned on public safety---

* YouTuber box office boom: ‘Backrooms’ and ‘Obsession’ draw Gen Z to theaters
(2026-05-31 21:29)
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Young audiences turned out in droves to movie theaters around the country this weekend. It

wasn’ t for the big budget “Star Wars” movie, “The Mandalorian and Grogu, ” -+

* South Korea, Japan discuss military-logistics support deal, Seoul says (2026-05-31 21:26)

South Korea and Japan discussed the possibility of a military-logistics support agreement on
Sunday, Seoul's defense chief said, adding that Seoul remains cautious about the politically
sensitive pact.---

« China’ s factory activity slows in May, raising questions over its economy (2026-05-31
21:25)

China’ s factory activity was flat in May, according to an official survey released Sunday, raising
questions about how much further the country’ s economy can shield itself from the---

* Japan's Kaneko holds nerve for maiden European win in Austria (2026-05-31 21:24)

Kota Kaneko was not unnerved by a weather delay late in the fourth round or a lucky bounce on
the last hole and shot a closing 67 to---

« Jonas Vingegaard wins Giro d’ Italia to become 8th male rider to win all 3 Grand Tours
(2026-05-31 21:24)

Danish cyclist Jonas Vingegaard won the Giro d’ Italia on Sunday, becoming the eighth male
rider to win all three Grand Tours. Vingegaard, who rides for Team Visma-Lease a---

* Evans wins Rally Japan to stretch world championship lead (2026-05-31 21:24)

Britain's Elfyn Evans increased his lead at the top of the World Rally Championship on Sunday
after winning in Japan for his second victory of the season. The---

* Osaka and Townsend's dinner for Black players at French Open caused 'bit of a stir' on
social media (2026-05-31 21:24)

Naomi Osaka and Taylor Townsend are piling up wins on the court at the French Open. Their
success comes after drawing attention off the court for organizing a---

* French capital hosts Paris Saint-Germain parade after clashes marred Champions League
win (2026-05-31 21:24)

A huge crowd of supporters gathered peacefully near the Eiffel Tower on Sunday to celebrate
Paris Saint-Germain's second Champions League title victory, which was marred by violent
clashes---

* Marta Kostyuk stuns 4-time champion Iga Swiatek on big day for Ukraine at French Open
(2026-05-31 21:24)

There will be a first-time women’ s champion at the French Open this year, and two Ukrainian
players are among the strongest contenders. Undefeated this season on clay, 15th-seeded---
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* Heavy rains threaten to delay search for 2 people still missing in Laos cave (2026-05-31
21:23)

Heavy rains threatened to delay the search for two people missing in a flooded cave in Laos on
Sunday, after the rescue of five other people who were---

* Blast at building storing explosives in Myanmar kills more than 45 people (2026-05-31
21:23)

A blast on Sunday at a building in northeastern Myanmar said to have been storing explosives
for mining has killed more than 45 people, according to rescue workers:---

* Africa CDC says over 1,100 suspected Ebola cases in DR Congo and Uganda (2026-05-31
21:23)

More than 1,100 people were suspected of having contracted Ebola in the Democratic Republic
of Congo and neighbouring Uganda, the head of the African Union's health agency said---

* As Pentagon pushes for battlefield Al, some military leaders urge caution (2026-05-31
21:23)

The Trump administration is pushing to unleash the power of artificial intelligence for the U.S.
military while facing calls to put up guardrails around the rapidly developing technology---

* Ukraine's Zelenskyy seeks progress on peace talks before winter (2026-05-31 21:22)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, in an interview broadcast on Sunday, said he wanted
to press on with talks on securing peace with Russia before the onset of winter---

* Iran says it does not trust U.S. as Trump toughens terms (2026-05-31 21:22)

Iran's chief negotiator warned on Sunday the United States was not to be trusted, saying Tehran
would not agree to any deal with Washington unless it fully secured---

* Netanyahu orders deeper Israeli incursion into Lebanon to hit Hezbollah (2026-05-31
21:22)

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has ordered troops to move further into Lebanon in
the battle against the Iranian-backed Hezbollah militant group, he said on Sunday, despite a---

* Experimental pill promises new hope for deadly pancreatic cancer (2026-05-31 21:19)

A novel pill helped people with advanced pancreatic cancer live longer, researchers reported
Sunday, raising hopes of long-needed better treatments for one of the deadliest types of
cancer.--

* Soaring prices during Iran war jeopardize travel to tourism-dependent countries in Asia
(2026-05-31 21:19)
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With summer around the corner, soaring prices and other complications from the war with Iran
are straining the tourism-dependent economies of countries in Southeast Asia, including
Thailand and---

* The great Indo-Pacific hedge: Deeper defense ties as U.S. doubts grow and China ascends
(2026-05-31 21:18)

Caught between China's rapid military rise and growing doubts about the U.S. focus on a region
it has long dominated, Indo-Pacific nations are racing to arm themselves, and---

* Mexican designer blends soccer and pre-Hispanic culture ahead of the World Cup
(2026-05-31 21:17)

It" s no coincidence that Hugo Rosas’ jersey designs ahead of the World Cup resemble some
of Mexico's most iconic decorations. His work fuses soccer and Mexican identity to---

* FIFA says match tempo, and limiting time-wasting, will be point of emphasis at World Cup
(2026-05-31 21:17)

FIFA's on-field officials for the World Cup will insist on keeping matches moving by taking rule
changes designed to limit time-wasting seriously, the sport's governing body said Sunday---

» Happy fan (2026-05-31 21:11)

A Japanese fan reacts ahead of the friendly soccer international between Japan and Iceland at
MUFG Stadium in Tokyo on Sunday. Japan won the game 1-0.

* 66-year-old man arrested for allegedly killing 11-year-old son (2026-05-31 07:38)

Police in Narita City, Chiba Prefecture, have arrested a 66-year-old man on suspicion of killing
his 11-year-old son at their apartment. According to police, Toshihiko Yoshii is accused---

* Shibuya Ward in Tokyo to impose ¥2,000 on-the-spot fines for littering from June 1
(2026-05-31 07:36)

Shibuya Ward in Tokyo will introduce ¥2,000 on-the-spot fines for littering from Monday. The
fines are part of a revision to the Ordinance for Creating a Clean Shibuya---

* Thunder fall to Spurs in Game 7 to end their title reign (2026-05-31 05:04)

When the season ended, and when his team's reign as NBA champions ended along with it, Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander tipped his cap. The Oklahoma City guard — the back-to-back---

* Trump calls for replacing U.S. 250th anniversary concerts with MAGA rally (2026-05-31
02:03)

U.S. President Donald Trump called Saturday for the cancellation of upcoming concerts
celebrating America's 250th anniversary after several musical acts backed out, saying they
should be replaced by---
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* Takaichi vows 'breakthrough' with N Korea over abduction issue (2026-05-30 21:16)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi on Saturday expressed her determination to achieve a "
breakthrough" in resolving the longstanding issue of Japanese nationals abducted by North
Korea, vowing to weigh---

* Oscar-winning 'Star Wars' editor Marcia Lucas dies at 80 (2026-05-30 21:14)

Marcia Lucas, who won an Oscar as editor of the original 1977 “Star Wars" has died, a lawyer
for her family said Friday. Lucas, who was married to---

* Int'l group urges Japan to respect human rights under anti-espionage law (2026-05-30
21:14)

The international group Human Rights Watch has urged Japanese Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi's government to ensure its envisioned laws for counterespionage and foreign agents'
registration be consistent with---

* Anesthesiologist get suspended sentence over death of 2-year-old boy in hospital
(2026-05-30 21:13)

The Tokyo District Court has found an anesthesiologist guilty over the death of a 2-year-old boy
at Tokyo Women's Medical University Hospital in 2014. Toru Kotani and another---

* 85-year-old minibus driver arrested over fatal hit-and-run accident in Nagoya (2026-05-30
21:12)

An 85-year-old driver was arrested Saturday on suspicion of fatally hitting a man and a woman
at an intersection while driving a minibus in central Japan and fleeing---

* Japan CBN ban: What residents and tourists need to know (2026-05-30 21:11)

Japan will ban CBN (cannabinol), a hemp-derived wellness ingredient, effective June 1 If that
sentence surprised you — either because you didn’ t know cannabinoids were legal here, or---

* SoftBank to spend $87.5 bil on Al centers in France: Son (2026-05-30 21:09)

Japanese tech investor SoftBank will spend 75 billion euros ($87.5 billion) on artificial
intelligence infrastructure in France, its founder Masayoshi Son told a French newspaper in an
interview---

* White Sox place slugger Munetaka Murakami on IL (2026-05-30 21:08)

Chicago White Sox slugger Munetaka Murakami is expected to miss four to six weeks with a
Grade 2 right hamstring strain. Manager Will Venable shared details on Murakami's---

* Fonseca fever sparks tennis boom in Brazil (2026-05-30 21:08)
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The rise of teenage tennis star Joao Fonseca -- who pulled off a stunning win over Serbian great
Novak Djokovic at Roland Garros -- has fueled a tennis---

* Arne Slot fired as Liverpool manager a year after winning Premier League title (2026-05-30
21:08)

Liverpool fired manager Arne Slot on Saturday at the end of his second season in charge, and a
year after leading the team to the Premier League title.-

* Coco Gauff's French Open title defense ends in 3rd-round loss; Naomi Osaka's fashion
show goes on (2026-05-30 21:07)

Coco Gauff finally met a player in Paris who could match her court coverage in long baseline
rallies. Anastasia Potapova ended Gauff's French Open title defense in the---

* PSG wins back-to-back Champions League titles after penalty shootout victory against
Arsenal (2026-05-30 21:07)

Winning the Champions League was so nice, Paris Saint-Germain had to do it twice. PSG
became back-to-back European champion by beating Arsenal 4-3 on penalties in a dramatic---

* Venezuela's opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez calls for presidential elections
(2026-05-30 21:07)

Venezuela 's former opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez called on Saturday for
presidential elections as the five-month mark of interim President Delcy Rodriguez’ s
administration approaches in the wake of---

* Truck carrying returning refugees crashes in eastern Afghanistan, killing 22 (2026-05-30
21:07)

A truck carrying Afghan refugees returning from neighboring Pakistan overturned on a highway
in eastern Afghanistan on Saturday, killing at least 22 people and injuring about 36 others,---

* AUKUS to develop unmanned undersea vehicles, Pentagon chief says (2026-05-30 21:07)

The United States, Britain and Australia are working together to develop unmanned undersea
vehicles as part of their trilateral AUKUS defense pact, U.S. Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth---

* WHO chief urges safe burials in visit to heart of Ebola outbreak (2026-05-30 21:07)
The World Health Organisation chief travelled on Saturday to the Congolese province hardest

hit by an Ebola outbreak, urging residents to seek treatment and practice safe burials as--

* U.S. says it struck a commercial ship trying to breach blockade and reach Iran (2026-05-30
21:07)

The U.S. military stopped a merchant vessel trying to break through its blockade of Iranian
ports by firing a missile into its engine room, the U.S. Central Command---
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* Ukraine keeps up assault on Russian oil sites as Kyiv expects more strikes (2026-05-30
21:06)

Ukrainian drone strikes caused fires at more Russian oil facilities on Saturday, Russian officials
said, in what appeared to be the latest attack on Moscow’ s vital oil industry.---

* Israeli launches strikes near ancient heritage castle site in southern Lebanon (2026-05-30
21:06)

Israeli air force and artillery strikes were reported on Saturday near the strategic mountain site
of a Crusader-built castle in southern Lebanon as fighting raged in villages close---

* Trump vents about judge who blocked Kennedy Center renovation and fumes over his
legal setbacks (2026-05-30 21:06)

President Donald Trump on Saturday branded the federal judge who blocked his renovation of
the Kennedy Center as “an anti Trump Hater” and predicted that the nation's premier---

* Democratic Republic of Congo ends 52-year World Cup absence amid health, security
crises (2026-05-30 21:03)

Democratic Republic of Congo will return to the World Cup in June after a 52-year absence as
the vast central Africa nation reels from health and security crises.---

* Ronaldo's final bid for World Cup glory (2026-05-30 21:03)

For some, Cristiano Ronaldo remains the essential spearhead for Portugal's 2026 World Cup
bid, while others believe his presence will prevent Roberto Martinez's strong side from
flourishing. The---

* Harry Kane: England's irreplaceable marksman (2026-05-30 21:03)

Harry Kane is the ultimate specialist in Thomas Tuchel's England squad of World Cup "
specialists" -- a man who has taken the art of goalscoring to rarefied heights.--

* Koizumi meets Hegseth (2026-05-30 21:01)

Japan's Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, right, confers with U.S. Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth during the Shangri-La Dialogue, Asia's annual defense and security forum, in Singapore.

* Japan pitches frigate export to New Zealand in 1st trilateral defense talks (2026-05-30
10:17)

Japanese Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi made a pitch for the possible export of the
country's advanced Mogami-class frigate to New Zealand on Saturday during the first trilateral
meeting---
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« Suspected mastermind of Tochigi robbery-murder put on int’ | wanted list (2026-05-30
07:26)

Police in Japan have placed a 48-year-old man on an international wanted list over a
robbery-murder that took place in in Kaminokawa, Tochigi Prefecture, earlier this month.
According---

* Japan spends record ¥11.73 tril in April-May to stem yen's slide (2026-05-30 07:25)

Japan intervened in the currency market by spending a record 11.73 trillion yen ($74 billion)
over the past month, the Finance Ministry said Friday, providing the first official---

* Andersen remains steady in emotional win as Hurricanes advance to Stanley Cup Final
(2026-05-30 06:27)

The horn sounded to give Carolina a long-awaited Eastern Conference Final breakthrough. And
the Hurricanes immediately made their way across the ice to Frederik Andersen in the
victorious---

* Pentagon chief sounds 'alarm' over China's buildup, urges allies to boost defense spend
(2026-05-30 05:09)

U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth on Saturday urged Asian allies to ramp up military
spending to counter China's growing power and prevent its dominance in the region, warning---

* Japan enacts changes to make childbirth free, raise some patient drug costs (2026-05-29
21:33)

Japan's parliament on Friday enacted health legislation changes to make childbirth free in
principle and to raise out-of-pocket costs for some prescription drugs, as the government seeks
to...

* Kanye West cleared to perform in Netherlands (2026-05-29 21:32)

U.S. rapper Kanye West, whose concerts have been banned in several European venues over
controversial antisemitic remarks, may perform in the Netherlands for two concerts in June,
officials--+

* More artists pull out of Trump's U.S. anniversary concerts (2026-05-29 21:31)

The White House's troubled bid for a star-studded musical celebration of the 250th anniversary
of U.S. independence took yet another hit Friday after three more acts pulled out,--

* Japan sends SDF personnel to NATO's Ukraine support hub in Germany (2026-05-29 21:31)

Japan's Defense Ministry announced Friday the dispatch of four Self-Defense Force personnel to
the NATO Security Assistance and Training for Ukraine headquarters in Germany for the first
time.--
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* Japan's April jobless rate falls to 2.5% (2026-05-29 21:30)

Japan's unemployment rate in April fell to 2.5 percent from 2.7 percent in the previous month,
improving for the first time in two months, as many workers switched---

* Fonseca blasts Djokovic out of French Open after epic comeback (2026-05-29 21:29)

Brazilian teenager Joao Fonseca knocked Novak Djokovic out in the third round of the French
Open on Friday to scupper the Serbian great's latest quest for a record---

* Arsenal aiming to dethrone dynasty-chasing PSG (2026-05-29 21:29)

Arsenal seek to finally conquer Europe by wresting the Champions League crown from holders
Paris Saint-Germain, who are themselves targeting back-to-back titles in Budapest on Saturday.
Luis Enrique's---

* Japan bans photos at beach volleyball after 'malicious' pictures (2026-05-29 21:29)

Spectators at a top beach volleyball competition in Japan this weekend will be banned from
taking photos or videos after organizers said fans had been responsible for "malicious"--

* Overestimation, slow response behind rice crisis in Japan: gov't (2026-05-29 21:28)

Japan's government on Friday acknowledged that its overestimation of rice supplies and
delayed response in grasping the situation and releasing emergency stockpiles were to blame
for the country's---

* Japan passes bill to raise visa fees, introduce online pre-entry screening (2026-05-29 21:28)

Japan's parliament on Friday passed an immigration control law revision to raise the maximum
fee for residence status applications by foreigners and introduce an online pre-entry travel
authorization---

+ U.S. adult cigarette smoking rate hits another all-time low (2026-05-29 21:27)

The cigarette smoking rate among U.S. adults dropped to another all-time low last year, with 1
in 11 adults saying they were current smokers, according to government survey---

* ICE officer wanted in shooting of man during Minneapolis crackdown arrested in Texas
(2026-05-29 21:27)

A federal immigration officer wanted in the shooting of a Venezuelan man during the Trump
administration’ s Minnesota crackdown was arrested Friday in Texas, authorities said. Christian
Castro, of---

« 3 climbers who fell near treacherous pass on Alaska’ s Mount McKinley are dead; 1
rescued (2026-05-29 21:27)

Three climbers on Alaska’ s Mount McKinley who fell near a treacherous pass on North
America’ s tallest peak have died, a Latvian mountaineering group announced Friday. A fourth
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climber---

* Eight students suspected of arson after deadly fire at girls school in Kenya (2026-05-29
21:27)

Police in Kenya have arrested eight female students on suspicion of arson, authorities said
Friday, after a fire destroyed a dormitory at a boarding school, killing 16 children---

* Kenya court suspends U.S. plan for Ebola quarantine facility for Americans (2026-05-29
21:26)

A court in Kenya on Friday suspended a U.S. plan to establish a quarantine facility for Americans
exposed to a rare type of Ebola virus spreading in northeastern---

* Trump mocks Jill Biden over debate 'stroke’ claim (2026-05-29 21:26)

U.S. President Donald Trump on Friday mocked Jill Biden for saying she thought her husband
Joe was having a stroke during a 2024 election debate, accusing the former---

* Bondi refuses to answer lawmakers' questions about Trump's involvement in Epstein files
release (2026-05-29 21:26)

Former Attorney General Pam Bondi refused to answer questions Friday on President Donald
Trump's involvement in the release of the Jeffrey Epstein case files as she defended the---

* Romania says Russian drone hit apartment block; NATO vows to defend alliance territory
(2026-05-29 21:25)

NATO accused Moscow on Friday of reckless behaviour and pledged to "defend every inch of
Allied territory" after Romania said a Russian drone had crashed into an apartment---

* Israeli push to take more of Gaza raises alarm as Hamas warns against escalation
(2026-05-29 21:25)

Hamas said on Friday that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's declaration that his
country would expand its area of control in Gaza was a dangerous escalation, as European---

* Judge temporarily blocks payouts from Trump's $1.776 billion 'anti-weaponization'
settlement fund (2026-05-29 21:25)

A federal judge on Friday temporarily blocked the Trump administration from proceeding with a
new $1.776 billion settlement fund for the Republican president's allies who believe they were---

* U.N. places Israel and Russia on sexual violence blacklist (2026-05-29 21:24)

The United Nations on Friday added Israel and Russia to a U.N. blacklist of countries suspected
of committing sexual violence in conflict zones, a move that prompted Israel's--
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* Judge says Kennedy Center board broke law putting Trump's name on building, blocks
closure (2026-05-29 21:24)

A federal judge ruled Friday that President Donald Trump's name was illegally added to the
Kennedy Center and blocked the administration from closing the cultural and arts venue---

* Trump says he will soon decide on Iran deal, says Hormuz Strait must open (2026-05-29
21:24)

U.S. President Donald Trump said on Friday he would soon decide on a proposed deal to extend
the ceasefire with Iran, though the two countries still appeared to---

* Blue surf (2026-05-29 21:24)

The bioluminescent "sea sparkle" (Noctiluca scintillans) is currently visible along the Shonan
coastline in Kanagawa Prefecture, turning breaking waves into neon-blue surf.

* The forum provides an important opportunity for Japan to explain its defense policy to
defense officials, experts and think tanks from around the world, as the country faces its
most severe and complex security environment since the end of World War II. (2026-05-29
21:24)

Japanese Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi. who is in Singapore through Sunday to attend the
annual Shangri-La Dialogue security conference.

* Soccer eyes NFL throne says 1994 World Cup architect (2026-05-29 21:21)

Thirty-two years after overseeing the hugely successful 1994 World Cup - the tournament that
forced America to take soccer seriously - Alan Rothenberg believes soccer is firmly on---

* Arrests made as police clear protest camp at 2032 stadium site in Brisbane (2026-05-29
08:01)

Police in Brisbane made five arrests on Friday as they cleared a protest camp from the city park
where the main stadium for the 2032 Olympics will be---

* Japan to revise strategy against possible massive Tokyo quake (2026-05-29 07:34)

The Japanese government will aim to step up measures over the next 10 years to minimize
deaths in the event of a massive earthquake in the Tokyo metropolitan---

* Japan's population marks sharpest drop to 123 mil in 2025: census (2026-05-29 07:34)

Japan's population including foreign residents fell by a record 3.10 million, or 2.5 percent, from
2020 to 123,049,524 last year, the latest census showed Friday, highlighting the demographic---

* Humanoids dance and thread needles as Japanese robotics developers look to outdo
Chinese (2026-05-29 07:34)
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Mechanical hands dexterous enough to thread a needle, childlike dancing robots and
adult-sized ones to help with deliveries were on display Thursday as the Humanoids Summit
Tokyo opened.---

* Wembanyama, Spurs send NBA West finals back to Oklahoma City for Game 7, routing the
Thunder 118-91 (2026-05-29 03:45)

Victor Wembanyama had 28 points, 10 rebounds and three blocks and the San Antonio Spurs
sent the Western Conference finals back to Oklahoma City for Game 7, routing---

* Asia’ s defense summit opens with China and doubts about U.S. priorities topping
concerns (2026-05-29 03:34)

China’ s rapid military modernization and assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific and growing
concerns over American priorities are top issues on the table at Asia's premier defense summit
drawing leaders,---

* Blue Origin rocket explodes on the launch pad during an engine-firing test (2026-05-29
03:05)

A Blue Origin rocket exploded during a test at the launch pad Thursday night, shaking nearby
homes and briefly painting the sky orange. Jeff Bezos' Blue Origin said---

* Japan to study GPS tracking of stalkers as part of countermeasures review (2026-05-28
23:12)

The government on Thursday said studies will proceed on boosting stalking countermeasures
including some offenders wearing GPS tracking devices, after a ruling party panel included the
step in---

* Claude Lemieux, the feisty four-time Stanley Cup champion for Avalanche, Devils and
Habs, dies at 60 (2026-05-28 23:08)

Claude Lemieux, a four-time Stanley Cup champion whose ferocious, hard-hitting style of play
angered opponents and sometimes overshadowed his prodigious skills and ability to deliver in
the biggest---

* The Golden Trailer Awards: Hollywood's 'Oscars' for movie previews (2026-05-28 22:34)

The Golden Trailer Awards, which recognize the people behind Hollywood's best-made movie
previews, returns for its 26th edition Thursday. The gala started in 1999 when co-founders
Monica Brady---

* Sinner struggles with dizziness in 2nd-round loss at French Open (2026-05-28 21:51)

Not since Rafael Nadal was winning his record 14 French Opens had a player come to Roland
Garros as such an overwhelming favorite to win the clay-court Grand--

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 34— 2026-06-04


https://japantoday.com/category/sports/wembanyama-spurs-send-the-west-finals-back-to-oklahoma-city-for-game-7-routing-the-thunder-118-91
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/wembanyama-spurs-send-the-west-finals-back-to-oklahoma-city-for-game-7-routing-the-thunder-118-91
https://japantoday.com/category/world/asia%E2%80%99s-defense-summit-opens-with-china-and-doubts-about-us-priorities-topping-concerns
https://japantoday.com/category/world/asia%E2%80%99s-defense-summit-opens-with-china-and-doubts-about-us-priorities-topping-concerns
https://japantoday.com/category/world/blue-origin-rocket-explodes-on-the-launch-pad-during-an-engine-firing-test
https://japantoday.com/category/crime/japan-to-study-gps-tracking-of-stalkers-as-part-of-countermeasures-review
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/claude-lemieux-a-feisty-winger-and-a-four-time-stanley-cup-champion-dies-at-60
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/claude-lemieux-a-feisty-winger-and-a-four-time-stanley-cup-champion-dies-at-60
https://japantoday.com/category/entertainment/the-golden-trailer-awards-hollywood%27s-%27oscars%27-for-movie-previews
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/top-ranked-jannik-sinner-loses-in-the-french-open-second-round

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

* Japanese honorary consul for Cambodia found with undeclared income (2026-05-28 21:50)

The Japanese man serving as an honorary consul for Cambodia in the northeastern city of
Sendai failed to declare some 370 million yen ($2.3 million) in income over---

* Experimental hepatitis B drug might offer 'functional cure' for a subset of patients
(2026-05-28 21:43)

A first-of-its-kind drug for hepatitis B is letting some patients stop treatment without showing
signs of the dangerous liver virus, what’ s called a “functional cure,” researchers report. In---

* Neymar a doubt for Brazil's World Cup opener due to injury (2026-05-28 21:41)

Brazil forward Neymar is a doubt for the start of the World Cup after injuring his calf, requiring
two to three weeks of treatment, the national team's doctor---

* Bruce Springsteen calls out the White House and announces protest festival (2026-05-28
21:41)

Bruce Springsteen, Foo Fighters, Dave Matthews, Brittany Howard and Joan Baez will headline a
star-studded protest festival set for the Washington, D.C., area a month before the midterm---

* Scandal-hit Miyagino stable shuts down permanently (2026-05-28 21:40)

The Miyagino stable ceased to exist Thursday after the Japan Sumo Association made the
transfer of its wrestlers to another stable permanent in the wake of an abuse---

* New Taiwan-Japan ferry service debuts on ship that has war evacuation role (2026-05-28
21:40)

A new ferry service to serve booming tourism between Taiwan and Japan began on Thursday on
a ship that could be pressed into service to evacuate people on---

* 5 Nissan execs receive ¥1.39 bil remuneration despite 2 years of net losses (2026-05-28
21:37)

Nissan Motor Co's five executive officers, including President Ivan Espinosa, received
remuneration totaling 1.39 billion yen ($8.7 million) for the fiscal year ended March, even
though the company---

* In a tourist-friendly move, China's Tencent to allow PayPal payments through its WeChat
networks (2026-05-28 21:36)

PayPal users will be able to make cashless payments in China using QR codes through Tencent's
WeChat Pay’ s extensive merchant network, the Chinese technology giant says, in a---

* Anthropic vaults to $965 billion valuation with new funding as Claude demand surges
(2026-05-28 21:36)
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Artificial intelligence company Anthropic said Thursday it raised $65 billion in private funding
that will push its valuation to $965 billion, a whopping number that makes the five-year-old---

* More women are watching the NHL's Stanley Cup Playoffs. There are many reasons why
(2026-05-28 21:35)

The first two rounds of the NHL's Stanley Cup Playoffs are the most-watched in the U.S. in
league history. Women are the primary driver of that growth. TNT---

* Kyle Busch had pneumonia for 'days to weeks," according to his death certificate
(2026-05-28 21:35)

Kyle Busch died last week from hemorrhagic shock and disseminated intravascular coagulation
after complications from bacterial pneumonia led to sepsis, according to the former NASCAR
star's death certificate.---

* MLB owners propose a salary cap for first time since baseball's 1994-95 strike (2026-05-28
21:35)

Major League Baseball owners made their long-expected salary cap proposal to the players’
association on Thursday, a system the union has vowed never to accept, setting the sides---

* Austrian who planned attack on Taylor Swift concert gets 15 years in prison (2026-05-28
21:35)

An Austrian court on Thursday sentenced a 21-year-old man who admitted planning a foiled
Islamist attack on a Taylor Swift concert in Vienna in 2024 to 15 years--

* Starmer defends his government against Blair criticism (2026-05-28 21:35)

Prime Minister Keir Starmer defended his government on Thursday against criticism from
Labour's longest-serving premier, Tony Blair, saying his ministers had adopted the right policies
to start stabilizing---

* Fire in Kenya girls' school dorm kills 16 (2026-05-28 21:35)

Afire in a girls' dormitory in Kenya on Thursday killed 16 children and hospitalised 79 in the
latest deadly blaze to hit a school in the east---

* Clashes between armed groups in Colombia kill at least 52 (2026-05-28 21:34)

At least 52 guerrilla fighters were killed in clashes between two rival armed groups vying for
control of a strategic cocaine production and trafficking region in Colombia, a---

* Carney calls for new partnership with U.S. as Trump mulls whether to renew free trade
agreement (2026-05-28 21:34)

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney called for a new partnership with the United States on
Thursday, just weeks before President Donald Trump decides on whether to renew the---
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* WHO identifies Ebola treatments, urgesvaccines be tested in trials (2026-05-28 21:34)

The World Health Organization recommended prioritizing three experimental treatments for
the Bundibugyo strain of Ebola, including Mapp Biopharmaceutical's MBP134, Regeneron's
maftivimab and Gilead Sciences' antiviral remdesivir. The WHO---

* Treasury Secretary Bessent confirms limited steps toward a $250 bill featuring Donald
Trump (2026-05-28 21:34)

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said Thursday that his department has prepared the design for
a $250 bill featuring President Donald Trump, anticipating the passage of stalled legislation in---

* Netanyahu directs Israeli forces to expand Gaza control to 70 percent (2026-05-28 21:34)

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Thursday he had directed Israel's military to take
more of Gaza, initially by seizing 70% of the Palestinian territory, where the population---

« Iran, U.S. reach deal to extend ceasefire, pending Trump's approval (2026-05-28 21:34)

The United States and Iran reached an agreement on Thursday to extend their ceasefire and lift
restrictions on shipping through the Strait of Hormuz, sources told Reuters, though---

* Japan dismisses 'ridiculous' Russian criticism of military buildup (2026-05-28 21:33)

Japan's U.N. ambassador on Thursday dismissed as "ridiculous” Russia's criticism of its military
buildup at a time when Moscow was continuing its war against Ukraine in violation of---

*» Osaka fashion show (2026-05-28 21:29)

Naomi Osaka of Japan enters the court for the second round women's singles tennis match
against Donna Vekic of Croatia at the French Open tennis tournament in Paris---

* Bodies of 34-year-old man, 15-year-old high school girl found in car in apparent suicide
(2026-05-28 07:37)

The bodies of a 34-year-old man and a 15-year-old high school girl were found inside a car
parked in the mountains near Ibaraki City, Osaka Prefecture, on Wednesday,-

* Self-proclaimed chiropractor arrested for alleged sexual assault during treatment
(2026-05-28 07:36)
A 57-year-old man has been arrested on suspicion of allegedly sexually assaulting a woman at a

chiropractic clinic in Kashiwa City, Chiba Prefecture. Police said Tatsuya Yamaguchi, a---

* Man indicted over murder of 11-year-old stepson in Kyoto (2026-05-28 07:35)

A man was indicted Thursday on suspicion of murdering his 11-year-old stepson and
abandoning his body in a wooded area in Kyoto Prefecture. Yuki Adachi, 37, was quoted---
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* Female umpires to break new ground at Japan's Koshien championship (2026-05-28 07:34)

For more than a century, only male umpires have officiated at Japan's prestigious Koshien high
school baseball tournaments. That will change this summer when five women take the--

* Australian police charge Melbourne woman accused of traveling to Syria to join Islamic
State group (2026-05-28 06:17)

An Australian woman was charged Thursday with traveling to Syria and joining the Islamic State
group, police said. The 34-year-old woman was arrested at her Melbourne home eight---

* Global temperatures to reach near-record highs in next five years, report finds
(2026-05-28 04:53)

Average global temperatures are forecast to reach near-record levels in the next five years, with
Arctic temperatures expected to warm faster than other regions, a report by the U.N.---

* Hurricanes beat the Canadiens 4-0 to move within a victory of the Stanley Cup Final
(2026-05-28 03:50)

Sebastian Aho, Jordan Staal and Logan Stankoven scored in a 2:47 span late in the first period
and the Carolina Hurricanes moved within a victory of the Stanley---

Source: Mainichi Daily News
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* Japan’ s Population Falls by Three Million in Five Years (2026-06-03 18:01)

A Third Successive DeclineJapan&rsquo;s demographic decline continues unabated. The
country&rsquo;s population stood at 123,049,524 as of October 1, 2025, a decrease of 3.1
million compared with five ...

« “The Summer Hikaru Died” : A Fresh Take on J-Horror Explores Living Alongside the
Uncanny (2026-06-03 18:01)

&ldquo;Something&rdquo; Hides in HikaruThis is the story of two childhood friends, Yoshiki and
his friend Hikaru, living in a small mountain community.Six months before the narrative begins,
Hikaru we...
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* Mrs. Green Apple’ s “Lilac” is the Year’ s Biggest Hit in Japan (2026-06-02 18:01)

More than 900 Million StreamsThe song &ldquo;Lilac&rdquo; by Japanese band Mrs. Green
Apple generated the highest copyright royalties in Japan in fiscal 2025 (April 2025 to March
2026), earning it the...

« Yokohama' s Enoki-Tei Café: Afternoon Tea in an English-Style House (2026-06-02 18:01)

Afternoon Tea Steeped in a Century of MemoriesWhen talk turns to Yokohama&rsquo;s
luxurious Yamate area, the Enoki-Tei caf&eacute; never fails to receive a mention. My
conversation with owner Ando Mih...

* Five-Level System Simplifies Disaster Information Sharing in Japan (2026-06-01 18:01)

Clearer CommunicationAhead of the 2026 rainy season and the peak months for typhoons in
summer and autumn, the Japan Meteorological Agency and MLIT, the Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport, an...

« Tabi: Japan’ s Traditional Split-Toe Socks (2026-06-01 18:01)

White for Formal OccasionsTabi are traditional Japanese socks. The separation between the big
toe and the rest of the foot makes them suited for footwear like geta and zori that have a
central thong. ...

* Photo Collection Opens a Window on the Past (2026-06-01 18:01)

Seventy-Year-Old Photos Return Homeln 1955&ndash;57, the folklore photographer Haga Hideo
(1921&ndash;2022) spent a total of 182 days on the Amami islands, keeping a photographic
record of surveys con...

- Japan’ s Top Events in Summer 2026 (2026-06-01 06:01)

A Hot Time to Visit a Hot Tourist DestinationWhile visitors come to Japan all year round, it is
worth knowing that temperatures can be very hot in the summer, especially in July and August.
Enjoy the ...

* Japanese Still Crave Freshly Cooked White Rice (2026-05-31 18:01)

Most Eat Rice at Least Once a DayA survey in Japan found that 86.8% of people consume white
rice at least once a day. It was jointly conducted by the web marketing company Nexer and the
rice retailer ...

* Hon-Mirin: The Tasty Seasoning That Lets Home Cooking Shine! (2026-05-30 18:01)

The Subtle Sweetness of RiceHon-mirin is a sweet seasoning made mainly from glutinous rice,
koji mold, and alcohol. As it has an alcohol content of 14%, it is classed as an &ldquo;alcoholic
beverage&r...
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* Mitsuba: An Aromatic Leaf That Brings Color to Every Dish (2026-05-29 18:01)

One of Japan&rsquo;s Few Native VegetablesMany of the vegetables that are a staple part of
Japanese cuisine were introduced from the Asian continent in ancient times, with only around
20 varieties act...

« Japan’ s National Holidays in 2027 (2026-05-28 18:01)

Fewer Long Weekend BreaksJapan has 16 national holidays throughout the year. In 2027, the
Golden Week holiday period from April 29 until May 5 smiles on corporate and office workers,
who only need to ...

* Standing Image of the Thousand-Armed Kannon at Téshddaiji, Nara (2026-05-28 18:01)

The dominant face is marked by an expression of sadness; above the main head are 10 more
faces, surrounded by countless arms that extend in all directions. This awe-inspiring figure of
grace and mercy...

Source: The Japan Times

* China bans New Zealand lawmakers over Taiwan trip (2026-06-04 05:53)

The four MPs hail from across the political spectrum and visited Taiwan as part of a cross-party
delegation in May, national broadcaster RNZ has reported.

* Electronics retailers Yamada and Edion eye business integration (2026-06-04 05:24)

Through the integration, the two Japanese retailers aim to strengthen their capabilities in
procurement and the development of original brand products.

* Lower House set to pass ¥3.11 trillion extra budget to ease Mideast war impacts
(2026-06-04 05:04)

The budget will create a new reserve fund to respond to developments in the conflict while
aiding impacted energy users and replenishing the existing reserve fund.

* Jalen Brunson delivers clutch performance as Knicks rally to win Game 1 (2026-06-04
05:01)
Brunson scored 13 of his 30 points in the fourth quarter, and the Knicks overcame a 14-point
third-quarter deficit.
* Man arrested over video of him allegedly pouring detergent-like liquid on sushi
(2026-06-04 04:56)

Yuta Shinnishi, 43, has admitted to the allegation and was quoted as saying he "wanted to get
more views" on social media.
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* North Korea’ s Kimsays ‘newly inaugurated’ nuke site opens door to ‘larger plans’
(2026-06-04 04:52)

Kim Jong Un said the suspected uranium-enrichment facility will help create an "environment
for going into the new next-stage of bolstering up the nuclear forces."

« South Korea’ s left wins big in nationwide vote but loses Seoul (2026-06-04 04:15)

The victory of President Lee Jae Myung's party symbolizes the strength of Lee's popularity and
highlights how the opposition People Power Party is struggling to rebuild itself.

* Taiwan presses China to confront Tiananmen past (2026-06-04 03:58)

The events on June 4, 1989, when Chinese troops opened fire to end pro-democracy protests,
are not publicly discussed in  China, and the anniversary is not officially marked.

* Takaichi eyes wider Europe trip during G7 summit in France (2026-06-04 03:56)

The prime minister aims to make stopovers in London and Rome ahead of the June 15-17
summit in Evian, eastern France.

* Body found in river confirmed as suspect in Hyogo double murder case (2026-06-04 03:08)

Kenji Oyama, 42, had been wanted on suspicion of killing a 52-year-old woman and her
74-year-old mother at their home last month.

* France opens Space Command to Japanese officer as ties deepen under new road map
(2026-06-04 02:59)

The move, announced by France's defense chief, is one of the clearest signs yet that the security
relationship is evolving from political alignment into practical integration.

* Qil falls as Israel and Lebanon agree to conditional ceasefire (2026-06-04 02:30)

The oil market's main focus remains on the Strait of Hormuz, a key waterway through which
one-fifth of global crude normally passes.

* NBA Commissioner says 2027 launch of NBA Europe remains on track (2026-06-04 02:24)

The league has seen record interest in the proposed competition, and the NBA is working
closely with FIBA on the project.

« Keidanren chief calls for boosting Japan’ s growth potential (2026-06-04 02:24)

Yoshinobu Tsutsui says the country needs to build an "investment-driven economy" through
corporate capital spending, research and development investment and wage hikes.

* Air radiation levels down to national average in about 70% of Fukushima (2026-06-04
02:10)
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Decreases have been notable at building lots and agricultural sites, but moderate in forests,
where decontamination is difficult.

* FIFA bars fans from bringing water bottles into venues during World Cup (2026-06-04
02:01)

FIFA has banned fans from bringing refillable water bottles into World Cup venues in a
last-minute policy change that will force thirsty supporters to pay for bottled water, The Athletic
reported on Wednesday.

* Extreme heat raises risk of preterm births, research shows (2026-06-04 02:01)

Findings indicate that women are particularly susceptible to the effects of heat between the
16th and 22nd weeks of pregnancy.

* SMBC moves beyond traditional lending to spur returns (2026-06-04 01:58)

The Japanese lender is utilizing tools such as synthetic risk transfers and loan portfolio sales,
Asia-Pacific Deputy Head Carsten Stoehr says.

« Consumption tax cut is quickly turning into a headache for Takaichi (2026-06-04 01:54)

Translating the pledge from Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's administration into policy has
proven more complicated than many lawmakers anticipated.

* South Korean adoptees sue Denmark over right to know birth families (2026-06-04 01:43)

South Korea sent more than 140,000 children overseas for adoption between 1955 and 1999,
according to an official inquiry in the country.

* South Korea, China agree first expansion in flight rights in seven years (2026-06-04 01:38)

The deal would make it easier to add flights on high-demand routes such as Incheon to
Shanghai and Incheon  to Guangzhou, where existing rights had been fully used by both sides.

* Germany fails to gain seat on U.N. Security Council (2026-06-04 01:35)

This is the first time that Germany, Europe's largest economy that has already served six terms,
failed to get elected to the 15-member council.

* Ebola burial team attacked and 11 patients flee care in widening outbreak in Congo
(2026-06-04 01:33)

The developments underscore the challenges facing responders as the outbreak takes on a
growing international dimension while work to contain it inside the country remains fragile.

* Five Eyes security alliance warns of Chinese espionage threat (2026-06-04 01:29)

An alliance bulletin says China's military intelligence services have been using networking sites
and recruitment platforms to target people with access to sensitive information.
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* Aryna Sabalenka left wanting to’ quit tennis’ after shocking French Open collapse
(2026-06-04 01:19)

All of Sabalenka's Grand Slam wins have come on hard courts, and she said she needed to crack
the code on clay and grass.

* Super Bowl-winning quarterback Russell Wilson announces retirement (2026-06-04 01:17)

Wilson made his announcement during a 3-minute, 16-second video posted to social media.

* A South Korean beekeeper counts the cost of climate change (2026-06-04 00:44)

Rising temperatures are disrupting South Korea's beekeeping industry, as earlier blooms,
harsher weather and disease cut honey production and put pressure on migratory farmers.

* U.S. tells Europe, Canada to boost NATO air and naval forces as Washington steps back
(2026-06-04 00:20)

Donald Trump has repeatedly criticized NATO and told its European members they will have to
take over primary responsibility for the conventional defense of the continent.

* Republican-led House votes to stop Iran war in rebuke to Trump (2026-06-03 22:14)

The vote against the war is the latest in a series of setbacks for a president who has bent
Congress to his will for most of his second term.

« Ukrainian drones hit Saint Petersburg as’ Russian Davos’ opens (2026-06-03 22:10)

Some 20,000 people from 130 countries were to attend the three-day annual Saint Petersburg
International Economic Forum (SPIEF).

+ U.S. cites forced labor concerns as grounds for new tariffs (2026-06-03 22:08)

The proposal comes from an investigation designed to help rebuild the U.S. President's
emergency tariffs, struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court in February.

* Iran hits Kuwait, U.S. strikes near Hormuz in Gulf flare-up (2026-06-03 22:07)

Iranian attacks damaged Kuwait's airport and injured dozens while the U.S. military carried out
strikes near the Strait of Hormuz.

«Japan’ s department stores gear up for summer-gift season (2026-06-03 12:38)

Some have rolled out merchandise tailored to the 2026 World Cup, which is set to kick off on
June 11.

* How Cubans keep going, despite U.S. pressure and fuel blockade (2026-06-03 11:34)

Despite Trump's prediction in January that Cuba was "ready to fall" and despite rationed power
and the decimation of its tourism industry, the government is still in charge.
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+ Ueda Says BOJ Needs to Keep Raising Rates to Contain Inflation (2026-06-03 11:01)

Bank of Japan Gov. Kazuo Ueda's remarks Wednesday at a forum in Tokyo indicate there's a
good chance of a rate hike this month.

* Taiwan says Japan and Philippines must respect its rights in maritime border talks
(2026-06-03 10:51)

Taiwan's foreign ministry said it calls on Japan and the Philippines to fully consider Taiwan's
rights and interests and engage in talks.

* Japan promotes preconception care amid falling birthrates (2026-06-03 09:36)

Preconception care, an initiative aimed at encouraging people to acquire knowledge on
pregnancy and childbirth, has been part of government policy since 2018.

* Leclerc confirms multi-year extension with Ferrari (2026-06-03 09:04)

Charles Leclerc has raced more times for Ferrari than any other driver in the team's history
other than now-retired seven-time  world champion Michael Schumacher.

* Suspect in Tochigi robbery-murder who fled abroad ordered to return passport
(2026-06-03 08:57)

Kazuhiko Masuda, the suspected orchestrator of a robbery-murder in Tochigi Prefecture, is
believed to be in Southeast Asia.

* Trump proposes new levies of at least 10% to rebuild tariff wall (2026-06-03 08:44)

Products from major economies — including China, India, Japan, South Korea, Brazil and
Switzerland — would be subject to a 12.5% levy.

* Ukrainian haiku poet finds small miracles in war (2026-06-03 08:14)

Celebrated in Japan, Vladislava Simonova is almost unknown in her own country.

«Japan’ s births hit new low, but drop less severe than previous years (2026-06-03 08:14)

The 2.2% decrease in the number of births recorded in Japan was a relatively modest drop
compared to the year-on-year 5% decline seen over the past several years.

* Japanese government and banks granted access to Claude Mythos (2026-06-03 07:57)

The access could help the government and the nation's megabanks shore up any cybersecurity
vulnerabilities.

* Defending democracy from the global war on reality (2026-06-03 07:50)

From Beijing to Washington, the very concept of objective truth feels unattainable
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* Former Canadian diplomat detained in China says Japan needs to help constrain Beijing
(2026-06-03 07:30)

Countries like Japan, South Korea and Australia cannot counter China on their own, but with the
U.S. and India, they could constrain Beijing's influence, Michael Kovrig says.

- Three more arrested over January’ s suitcase robbery in Tokyo (2026-06-03 06:58)

The three men are believed to have close ties with major crime syndicates.

* Paris sumo tournament should deepen existing ties and open up new frontiers
(2026-06-03 06:45)

The upcoming Paris sumo exhibition is unlikely to match London's hype, but it may do more to
expand its reach in Europe.

* Merged Japanese insurer aiming for ¥280 billion profit in fiscal 2030 (2026-06-03 06:39)

The target for the year that ends in March 2031, excluding gains from sales of
cross-shareholdings, would mark an increase of about ¥80 billion from current levels.

« India’ s oil demand growth set for post-pandemic low amid war crunch (2026-06-03
06:08)

India is heavily reliant on imported crude and fuels, and the Iran war has led to surging energy
prices that are squeezing state-run refiners and weighing on the broader economy.

« Scientists find yeast in ancient Iceman’ s guts — and make bread (2026-06-03 05:54)

An analysis of his microbiome revealed a particular kind of a gut bacteria that is almost
non-existent among modern humans.

« U.S. tariff threats give Lula a new election attack on Bolsonaro (2026-06-03 05:38)

The move handed the Brazilian President a ready-made line of attack against his main
challenger ahead of an election that polls suggest will be close.

« Lebanon launches safety audit of Middle East Airlines amid pilot groups’ complaints
(2026-06-03 05:29)

The audit puts scrutiny on the Beirut-based flag carrier, which has kept the country connected
through war and financial collapse.

« Portugal carries hot streak and baggage into Ronaldo’ s sixth World Cup (2026-06-03
04:52)

The tournament in Canada, Mexico and the United States is expected to be Ronaldo's
record-breaking sixth World Cup, an astonishing feat for a 41-year-old.

«A ‘Golden Age’ for Japan-U.S. relations? Not quite. (2026-06-03 04:46)
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Calls for increased defense spending are one thing; doubts about America's commitment to the
security alliance are another.

« SoftBank among the bidders for Blackstone’ s Japanese payment firm (2026-06-03 04:39)

Japan's cashless payments market has expanded for more than a decade as consumers who
once overwhelmingly favored paper money turn to electronic services.

* Japan weighs stricter age verification for social media users (2026-06-03 04:18)

The government is not considering a blanket age restriction like Australia's, however.

« Matt Olson’ s homer breaks tie to boost Braves over Blue Jays (2026-06-03 04:16)

The Blue Jays had tied it 2-2 in the top of the second on an opposite-field homer to right field by
Kazuma Okamoto, his team-leading 13th.

* Thailand references Japan in boosting its community-based elderly care (2026-06-03 04:03)

In some cases drawing on Japanese experience, local governments and communities in
Thailand are stepping up work to support older residents through integrated care initiatives.

* China extends outbound investment curbs to individual investors (2026-06-03 03:03)

The new rules, released Monday by China's cabinet, broadened the definition of "investors" to
include individual residents.

- Between restraint and red lines, Malaysia navigates China’ s gray-zone pressure
(2026-06-03 02:51)

The Southeast Asian nation's defense chief has set a clear threshold in the South China Sea: any
disruption to the country's offshore oil and gas platforms would cross a red line.

* Knicks aim to end 53-year title drought against Spurs in NBA Finals (2026-06-03 02:49)

The Knicks have powered their way to their first Finals appearance since 1999, winning 11
straight games and posting a record point differential through 14 playoff contests.

« U.S. military says it has ‘defeated’” Iran missile and drone attacks in Gulf (2026-06-03
02:44)

A ceasefire has been in place between the U.S. and Iran since April 8, but subsequent talks to
try to put a more permanent end to the conflict have been unsuccessful.

+ Cannabis use grows among young people in Japan, especially in Tokyo (2026-06-03 02:43)

Tokyo recorded the highest number of cannabis-related cases among all prefectures in 2025,
with 1,139 people processed by the MPD.

* North Korea slams U.S. remarks comparing South to ' dagger’ (2026-06-03 02:32)
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U.S. Gen. Xavier Brunson made the comments in an interview as speculation builds that
Washington may seek to expand the role of U.S. Forces Korea in countering China's influence.

* Shadow of war looms large over French Open as semifinal lineup takes shape (2026-06-03
02:27)

Tension has lingered since the opening week, driven by the fact that Ukrainians must compete
against opponents from Russia and Belarus while their homeland faces bombardment.

* The LDP wants another coalition partner. Will it happen? (2026-06-03 02:27)

The Liberal Democratic Party floated the idea of inviting the Democratic Party for the People to
join the ruling bloc.

* Takaichi calls for cooperation at meeting with leaders of island nations (2026-06-03 02:15)

The prime minister says daily life in Japan and other island nations are deeply dependent on the
marine environment and that collaboration is indispensable.

« Migrant journeys in focus ahead of pope’ s visit to Spain’ s Canary Islands (2026-06-03
02:00)

The pope will spend the final two days of his trip to Spain on the islands of Gran Canaria and
Tenerife, where he will meet migrants and organizations working to support them.

* Four bodies found off Kanagawa coast (2026-06-03 01:59)

Police are investigating whether a car and a pair of shoes found on a nearby bridge are related
to the bodies, which appeared to be those of a woman, a man and two girls.

* Toilet-maker Toto hikes capital expenditures to meet Al demand for its ceramics
(2026-06-03 01:52)

The company is capitalizing on an unexpected surge in demand from chip gear makers seeking
ceramics able to withstand dirt particles, corrosive materials and high temperatures.

« Japan’ s cabinet public affairs secretary launches X account (2026-06-03 01:33)

The move is aimed at spreading more information about Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's
administration.

« Keiko Fujimori: Peru’ s biggest political loser eyes election win (2026-06-03 01:14)

The daughter of disgraced late Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori is riding a right-wing wave
that is sweeping Latin America.

* Japan to boost efforts to prevent roadkill (2026-06-03 01:04)

According to the ministry, around 70,000 cases of roadkill occurred on state-managed roads in
fiscal 2022.
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* At least 23 killed in Russian attack; Zelenskyy warns new assault possible (2026-06-03
01:03)

It was the third heavy assault on Kyiv in under a month.

* Japan unveils ¥3.1 trillion extra budget to cushion Mideast impact (2026-06-03 00:58)

While the government has yet to specify the usage of that fund, it is expected to be used initially
to cap costs for gasoline.

* Association champions legal careers through judicial education for students (2026-06-03
00:58)

The Legal Education Support Association was established amid concern about fewer young
people wanting to become legal professionals.

* Yen back at ¥160 to the dollar about a month after massive intervention (2026-06-03
00:58)

The currency is now near the level that some traders believe is the red line for the government
and will lead to another major effort to prop up the currency.

* Top U.S. spy agencies feud over turf and mission (2026-06-03 00:34)

The infighting between the CIA and the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) has
flared for more than a year.

« South Korea’ s Lee faces first election test one year into office (2026-06-03 00:25)

Though thousands of municipal council seats nationwide are up for grabs, attention will likely
focus on 17 governor and mayoral races in South Korea's biggest cities.

* Protests over U.S. Ebola site in Kenya kill two; court keeps suspension (2026-06-03 00:07)

The proposed 50-bed unit on an air force base for Americans exposed to the virus has angered
many Kenyans.

« Putin” s’ Davos’ haunted by war and stagnation despite the swank of influencers
(2026-06-02 23:22)

The war looms large even if Ukraine is not mentioned once in the official program.

* Trump administration drops $1.8 billion’ weaponization’ fund after Republican
backlash (2026-06-02 23:19)

The fund emerged after Trump's unprecedented $10 billion lawsuit against the IRS over the
alleged mishandling of his tax records.

* Tropical Storm Jangmi prompts emergency flood warning in Wakayama (2026-06-02 22:50)
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A Level 5 emergency flood warning was issued for the Koza River in the prefecture after the
storm made landfall early Wednesday.

« Trump’ s Netanyahu problem is latest key hurdle to Iran deal (2026-06-02 22:08)

Donald Trump projects confidence on making a deal with Iran. Israel's own objectives
underscore how tenuous control over the crisis really is.

« Osaka police refer three to prosecutors over * weight-loss’ drug Mounjaro (2026-06-02
13:20)

All three suspects have admitted to selling the drug in violation of the pharmaceutical and
medical devices law, investigative sources said.

* New anime adapted for stage expands what 2.5D theater can be (2026-06-02 13:11)

"Gachiakuta," a new, award-winning anime adapted for the stage, dazzled with dynamic
multilevel fight and dance choreography with cues from martial arts and breakdance.

* Takaichi administration considering 1% tax on food from next April (2026-06-02 12:17)

A tax cut to 1% would require less time to update cash register systems and could be
implemented sooner than her campaign pledge of zero percent.

* Incoming Tepco chair open to alliance partners outside of Japan (2026-06-02 11:12)

Yokoo's remarks to reporters come as the utility pushes ahead with a business plan unveiled in
January.

* Bear goes on rampage in Japan, injuring four people (2026-06-02 11:12)
A record 13 people were killed by bears in Japan last year, and there has been a jump in

sightings as the animals emerge hungry from hibernation.

* SMBC set to name first local resident as Indian unit head in expansion (2026-06-02 09:49)

The appointment is part of a broader leadership reshuffle across Sumitomo Mitsui's banking
and nonbanking operations in India.

* Rare Yamazaki whisky sells for record $1 million (2026-06-02 08:55)

Bottled exclusively for a club in Nagoya and autographed by Suntory's chief blender, the
50-year-old Japanese whisky sold for almost twice its estimate.

* Shibuya begins handing out ¥2,000 fines for littering (2026-06-02 08:36)

Patrol officers will now monitor the ward and collect the fine on the spot from anyone caught
throwing away trash improperly, with cashless payments accepted.

* Resona sets up team to address artificial intelligence security risks (2026-06-02 08:23)
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With U.S. startup Anthropic's Claude Mythos AI model in mind, the team will focus on gathering
information and developing measures to enhance security systems.

* Boston Consulting Group exec urges Japan to clarify purpose of investment (2026-06-02
07:32)

Reiko Akiike, co-chair of Boston Consulting Group Japan, says she has strong expectations for
investment in areas including AI, semiconductors and quantum technology.

* The cultural component of national security (2026-06-02 07:20)

Russia's war against Ukraine has involved a deliberate campaign of cultural erasure. Since 2022,
more than 1,750 cultural heritage sites have reportedly been damaged or destroyed.

« Japan’ s FTC inspects five staffing agencies over alleged service fee cartel (2026-06-02
07:04)

The inspections were the first to have been conducted on-site by the antimonopoly watchdog
on companies in Japan's temporary staffing industry, sources said.

* Russia finance officials tell Putin war spending is unaffordable (2026-06-02 06:29)

Finance Ministry officials have grown increasingly concerned about the state of Russia's
economy and state budget in recent months.

* Removal of nuclear fuel from Fukushima plant reactor pool begins (2026-06-02 06:29)

Radiation levels at the No. 2 reactor building are still high after the nuclear fuel in the reactor
melted down in the March 2011 accident.

* South Korea drops gender-neutral hospital room plan after backlash (2026-06-02 05:32)

Countries such as Japan and Canada have gender-neutral facilities, which has sparked pushback
from critics who express privacy and safety concerns.

* South Korea overtakes India as world’ s sixth-largest stock market (2026-06-02 05:15)

Memory chipmakers Samsung Electronics and SK Hynix have powered the country's equity
surge.

* Russian aircraft production surges as Putin pivots to drone war (2026-06-02 05:07)

With tanks and other conventional armor hitting limits, cheap and scalable unmanned systems
have become one of the few areas of Russian industry still capable of rapid expansion.

* Australian Mogami ships to have ‘core DNA’ of Japan versions, ADF chief says
(2026-06-02 05:06)

The move could prove a boon for Japan's defense industry, as it would allow domestic firms to
play crucial roles in the vessels' maintenance and repair throughout their lifespan.
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* Diamondbacks bash three homers to take opener from Dodgers (2026-06-02 04:41)

Shohei Ohtani had  three hits and extended his on-base streak to 17 games, during which he
is hitting .415 (27-for-65) with six doubles, a triple four homers and 15 RBIs.

* Nine dead and over 60 wounded as Russia launches air attacks across Ukraine
(2026-06-02 04:31)

Moscow warned last week that it intended to launch "systematic strikes" on targets in Kyiv and
urged foreign nationals to leave.

«Japan’ s duty-free sales climb in May as tourism boom endures (2026-06-02 04:01)

Japanese department stores are rebounding from a shaky start to the year as lingering political
tensions kept many Chinese tourists away.

- Ceremony set for November will mark Shuri Castle’ s main hall being restored
(2026-06-02 03:49)

Restoration work for the main hall began in November 2022 following a fire in October 2019.

* Japan helps restore flood-damaged court papers in Sri Lanka (2026-06-02 03:38)

More than 170,000 documents at a court in the city of Kandy were soaked in floodwater when
the island was affected by Cyclone Ditwah last November.

« Chinese labs with ties to military seeking Nvidia’ s AI chips (2026-06-02 03:25)

At least seven Chinese universities that support the country's armed forces and defense
industry are seeking access to Nvidia's H200 chips.

* Seven Bank-developed ATMs made available at FamilyMart stores (2026-06-02 03:10)

The new ATMs offer services similar to those of regular Seven Bank ATMs.

* Chinese aircraft carrier conducts drills east of Philippines (2026-06-02 03:03)

The exercises were reported as Beijing lashed out at Tokyo over its defense buildup and
growing security ties with Manila.

* Salesforce Japan to focus on helping firms deploy Al effectively (2026-06-02 02:58)

Salesforce Japan's CEO said firms often have fragmented systems in which data is scattered
across departments, making it difficult for Al to access and use information efficiently.

« Australian LNG union begins strikes at Tokyo-based Inpex’ s Ichthys plant (2026-06-02
02:47)

Ichthys accounts for about 2% of global output for liquefied natural gas and has the capacity to
export around 9.3 million tons a year, mainly to Japan.
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+ Katayama restates readiness to act on yen after data shows record intervention
(2026-06-02 02:43)

Ministry figures released Friday show that Japan spent ¥11.73 trillion supporting the yen
between April 28 and May 27, in a record for a monthlong period.

« Stephen Curry signs longterm sneaker deal with China’ s Li-Ning (2026-06-02 02:35)

The Golden State Warriors star wore Under Armour shoes for 13 years before the sides split in
November.

* SMBC Nikko mulls ¥100 billion mezzanine fund amid Japan mergers and acquisitions
boom (2026-06-02 02:30)

Mezzanine financing is between senior debt and equity in terms of risk, offering potential extra
returns for investors.

« Serena Williams to return to tennis at Queen’ s Club (2026-06-02 02:28)

The 44-year-old, who has not played competitively since the 2022 U.S. Open, has been granted a
wild card for the grass-court London tournament, which starts on June 8.

* As Trump resists curbs on AI, MAGA grassroots shows growing momentum against it
(2026-06-02 02:23)

Some of Trump's most fervent supporters are skeptical of the new technology threatening to
replace humans and upend society.

* LDP approves bill criminalizing vandalism of national flag (2026-06-02 02:21)

Criminalizing flag vandalism is a key policy goal of Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi.

* Japan faces banana shortage as impact from Middle East conflict spreads (2026-06-02
02:18)

The country ships in the tropical fruit while it's still green, then ripens it in rooms filled with
ethylene, but supplies of the naphtha-derived gas are running low.

« Iran to work on Japanese ships’ smooth passage through Hormuz (2026-06-02 02:08)

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian argued that U.S. maritime restrictions on Tehran
remained an obstacle.

* Lonely consumers in China fuel a $74 billion companionship economy (2026-06-02 01:58)

Paid partners can be found for running, sightseeing and even eating out at hotpot restaurants.

* Huge NFL deals send Garrett to Rams, Brown to Patriots (2026-06-02 01:54)
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The blockbuster move for Garrett, one of the biggest defensive trades in NFL history, comes as
the Rams prepare to host the 2027 Super Bowl.

* Calls grow in Akita to ban fishing for sandfish amid warming seas (2026-06-02 01:48)

Some fishery operators have voiced reluctance about a fishing ban, fearing that such a move
could prevent them from catching other fish and shellfish.

* Florida sues OpenAl and Sam Altman over chatbot safety concerns (2026-06-02 01:48)

Florida's sweeping lawsuit cites a range of alleged harms caused by ChatGPT while stating the
chatbot is particularly addictive, impacting both younger people and adults.

* Osaka finds peace in defeat as Sabalenka ends Paris run (2026-06-02 01:47)

The 28-year-old left Paris describing herself as "enlightened" and at peace with the emotional
swings that once consumed her career.

* Japan eyes multilayered approach to promote LGBTQ+ awareness (2026-06-02 01:43)

The government presented the draft program to the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, which
approved it the same day.

* SpaceX and OpenAl windfall fuels bets on next-wave Asian Al winners (2026-06-02 01:08)

Investors believe the billions of dollars that SpaceX, Anthropic and OpenAl are set to raise will
kick off a fresh round of technology spending.

«Trump’ s ‘weaponization” fund put on hold after fierce opposition from Congress
(2026-06-02 00:43)

The nearly $1.8 billion fund to compensate people who said they had been the subject of
government abuse has sparked uproar, including from Republican senators.

* Tropical Storm Jangmi continues its approach (2026-06-01 23:52)

The Meteorological Agency has warned of violent winds, high waves, storm surges, landslides,
flooding and overflowing rivers in affected areas.

* Moderna and other groups get $60 million to develop Ebola vaccine (2026-06-01 23:38)

Richard Hatchett, head of CEPI, said that it was possible to get Ebola Bundibugyo (BDBV)
vaccines ready for trials within a couple of months.

* Relentless Sabalenka beats Osaka to reach French Open quarters (2026-06-01 22:33)

The Belarusian recovered from a ragged opening to extend her remarkable consistency at
majors, where she has reached at least the quarter-finals in her last 14 appearances.

* Anthropic files confidentially for IPO in race with OpenAI (2026-06-01 22:17)
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Once viewed as an underdog to OpenAl, Anthropic has vaulted ahead of the ChatGPT maker in
recent months on multiple fronts.

* Lebanon announces partial ceasefire between Israel, Hezbollah but attacks continue
(2026-06-01 22:15)

Iran insists on a halt to Israeli attacks in Lebanon as a condition of any deal to end the war,
while the U.S. says the two conflicts are separate.

* Japan Times 1976: Inoki sits on his fortune as Ali dances to the bank (2026-06-01 21:28)

The Ali-Inoki super fight drew global attention, then baffled fans with 15 rounds of tactical
stalemate.

*JR East’ s next stop? City building. (2026-06-01 21:20)

Faced with shrinking demand, the operator expands beyond transportation into land,
commerce and large-scale redevelopment.

* Five things to look out for while getting lost in Takanawa (2026-06-01 21:18)

It's not easy to navigate the sprawling new redevelopment complex in what JR East calls the
Greater Shinagawa Area, but here are a number of themes to help guide you.

« Takanawa Gateway’ s latest landmark is still working on its own story (2026-06-01 21:15)

The museum's programming may lack focus, but its open spaces already offer Tokyoites a
reason to stop in.

* The many lives of Shinagawa (2026-06-01 21:10)

A journey through the ancient settlements, ports, railways and redevelopments that shaped
Tokyo's southern gateway.

* The rise of the managed city in Japan (2026-06-01 21:05)

Tokyo's newest megadevelopments aim to redesign urban life for an aging, increasingly diverse
society

«’ Alsimply can’ treplicate it’ :Japan embraces zine trend (2026-06-01 14:57)

Independent artist and writers have been turning ever more to self-published or handmade
small print publications, reflecting a love of paper in the digital era.

* More pregnant women in Japan undergo prenatal checkups (2026-06-01 10:01)

Noninvasive prenatal testing has gained popularity as an alternative to conventional tests due
to its lower stress levels for mothers.

* Pope Leo XIV' s defense of humanity (2026-06-01 08:59)
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Leo outlines in detail what needs to be done to govern digital devices and social media.

« What if the Strait of Hormuz didn’ t reopen? (2026-06-01 08:59)

History doesn't repeat, but it rhymes. So what if something similar were to happen in the Strait
of Hormuz? It's a nightmare few contemplate.

* Tokyo wants you to wear shorts to work. Say no. (2026-06-01 08:47)

While the image of the suit-and-tie salaryman endures, in recent years summer office fashions
have become much more casual.

« Wu-Tang Clan’ s final tour stop highlights enduring Asian influences (2026-06-01 08:31)

Wu-Tang Clan built its mythology on martial arts films and Asian iconography — and Yokohama
finally got to witness that legacy live on the group's farewell tour.

* Sushi chain in Japan may consult police over video of man pouring liquid on sushi
(2026-06-01 08:30)

The video, posted on TikTok on Wednesday, seems to show the uploader pouring liquid from a
dish soap bottle onto sushi that had been delivered to him via a conveyor belt.

- Taiwan opposition leader would be * very willing’ to meet Trump on U.S. trip
(2026-06-01 08:20)

Kuomintang Chairwoman Cheng Li-wun says she is willing to meet anyone who is "conducive to
peace," just as she had met Chinese President Xi Jinping.

« Why have China’ s young people become so fed up? (2026-06-01 08:17)

Decades of misguided economic policymaking have left China in a demographic hole that it
seems incapable of climbing out of.

* Housing industry hit by shortage of naphtha-derived materials (2026-06-01 08:09)
It is unclear when the situation will improve, and it could also have an impact on consumers in

the form of higher housing prices or delayed construction.

* Tropical Storm Jangmi set to lash wide area of Japan (2026-06-01 07:28)

The Meteorological Agency has warned of violent winds, high waves, storm surges, landslides,
flooding and overflowing rivers in affected areas.

* Nvidia enters Windows PC market, taking on Intel and AMD (2026-06-01 07:22)

Its new RTX Spark Superchip will debut this fall in laptops and desktops running the Windows
for Arm operating system from brands including Dell and Lenovo.
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* Five dead, two injured after blast at Hanwha Aerospace plant in South Korea (2026-06-01
06:55)

Afire official  said that an explosion had triggered the blaze, though the cause of the blast was
still  being investigated.

* Trucking industry eyes fuel surcharges as Iran conflict drives uncertainty (2026-06-01
06:52)

The move comes amid ongoing uncertainty over the long-term impact of the Iran war on crude
oil supply.
* Japan taking cautious — if firm — approach to avoiding escalation with China (2026-06-01
06:51)

The absence of any direct mention of China in Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi's rebuttal
against claims of a "new militarism" in Japan highlights the country's careful approach.

* Vietnam and Philippines elevate ties and discuss South China Sea (2026-06-01 05:57)

Vietnamese leader To Lam's trip to the Philippines comes as both countries grapple with an
increasingly assertive Chinese presence in the South China Sea.

* In Finland, radioactive spent nuclear fuel soon to be buried underground (2026-06-01
05:54)
With space for 6,500 tons of uranium, a new facility in Finland is aimed at providing permanent

storage for spent fuel from Finland's five nuclear reactors.

* France eyes billions of investment in Al (2026-06-01 05:39)

Some 200 top executives from around the world are expected at Versailles palace west of Paris
for President Emmanuel Macron's annual "Choose France" event.

* U.S. says it struck Iranian military sites as Tehran responds with air base attack
(2026-06-01 05:39)
Air defenses in Kuwait, where a major U.S. base is located, were intercepting missile and drone
attacks on Monday as  sirens sounded across the country.

* Job recruitment officially kicks off in Japan for class of 2027 (2026-06-01 05:26)

The government imposes a nonbinding "ban" on the recruitment of new graduates every year
until May 31 to allow students the opportunity to focus on their studies.

« Dodgers’ Yoshinobu Yamamoto strikes out 10 in win over Phillies (2026-06-01 05:14)

Rookies Ryan Ward and Alex Freeland each hit home runs in the fourth  inning for Los Angeles.
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« ‘It feels like he’ Il come back’ : Father navigates losing son in Ukraine war (2026-06-01
05:10)

The father said it is heart-wrenching to see reports about other wars because it means the
world is moving away from peace — something his son gave his life trying to restore.

* China patrols waters east of Taiwan in response to Japan, Philippine maritime border talks
(2026-06-01 04:54)

Japan and the Philippines said last week they would begin talks on delimiting the maritime
boundary of the exclusive economic zone, which overlaps with areas claimed by Beijing.

* Mosque fire shows need for better communication with foreign residents (2026-06-01
04:53)

The fire in Ebetsu, Hokkaido, exposed the need for deeper cooperation between Japanese and
Pakistani residents on a broad range of issues.

* Japan eyes first export of indigenous missile system amid closer ties with Philippines
(2026-06-01 04:46)

The Type 88 missile system is among several Japanese anti-ship weapons being considered, the
country's defense chief has said.

* Man suspected of tokurya affiliation arrested for trespassing (2026-06-01 04:29)

The house in the city of Koganei, western Tokyo, had been invaded several times in May,
according to investigative sources.

* Kenny Bednarek blows by Olympic champion Letsile Tebogo in Diamond League meet
(2026-06-01 04:08)

Bednarek clocked 19.69 seconds, gaining a sizeable lead in the first half of the race to leave a
struggling Tebogo 0.27 seconds behind in second place.

* Australia earns third straight SailGP victory after tense New York final (2026-06-01 03:51)

Australia's BONDS Flying Roos edged Emirates GBR in a dramatic winner-takes-all final to win
the New York Sail Grand Prix on Sunday and its their third consecutive SailGP event victory.

* Rush to buy air conditioners in Japan before pricier models hit next April (2026-06-01
03:38)

The new models are expected to be pricier to meet the updated energy standards set to kick in
next April, with some manufacturers already phasing out their older models.
* Yen defies record intervention as wait for BOJ hike raises risks (2026-06-01 03:27)

The currency underperformed all its Group-of-10 peers in May despite record spending by
Japan, putting it in danger of weakening to 160 against the dollar before June 16.
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* Upsets continue at French Open as Iga Swiatek bows out in fourth round (2026-06-01
03:26)

Swiatek has forged her reputation as the "Queen of Clay" but has now gone two years without
winning a title on the surface.

* Crested ibises released into wild in quake-hit Ishikawa (2026-06-01 03:06)

The prefectural government hopes the effort will be a symbol of reconstruction from the
powerful January 2024 earthquake that hit the Noto Peninsula.

- Softbank poised to overtake Toyota as Japan’ s most valuable company (2026-06-01 02:53)

Shares of the Masayoshi Son-led technology group have climbed as much as 10% in Tokyo
trading Monday, as Al-related shares climbed across the region.

* Africa CDC says over 1,100 suspected Ebola cases in Congo and Uganda (2026-06-01 02:37)

The organization's director general said there were 263 confirmed cases in both countries as of
Saturday, with 43 confirmed deaths.

« Billionaire behind Japan’ s tiny-room hotel empire bets on U.S. (2026-06-01 02:14)

APA Hotels has grown into one of Japan's most recognizable hotel operators, with more than
1,100 hotels and nearly 150,000 rooms across its global network.

* Nikkei 225 tops 67,000 for first time (2026-06-01 02:02)

At 10:27 a.m. on Monday, the index of 225 selected issues listed on the Tokyo Stock Exchange's
Prime section was up 901.78 points, or 1.36%, from Friday.

* Spurs’  Victor Wembanyama eyes realization of * childhood dream’ in NBA Finals

(2026-06-01 01:51)
Reaching the NBA Finals marked another dazzling milestone on Wembanyama's rise as the new
face of the NBA.

« Japan’ s firms cut spending over Iran stress despite record profits (2026-06-01 01:48)
Capital expenditure excluding software fell 3.5% from the previous quarter in the three months

through March, the Finance Ministry reported Monday.

* Osaka Prison helps rehabilitate inmates with developmental disabilities (2026-06-01 01:46)

Prisoners with development disorders at Osaka Prison receive education and guidance focusing
on facilitating self-understanding and improving cooperative behavior.

* Hanazumi wins third term as Niigata governor (2026-06-01 01:45)
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The 68-year-old governor was backed by the Liberal Democratic Party and the prefectural
chapters of the Japan Innovation Party, the Democratic Party for the People and Komeito.

« Ukraine hits pipeline, refinery and fuel depot in overnight strikes on Russia (2026-06-01
01:31)

The strikes are part of an escalating campaign against energy infrastructure often deep inside
Russia.

* Death toll from accident at Nippon Paper U.S. unit reaches 11 (2026-06-01 01:29)

Eight other people suffered injuries in the accident, which occurred at the Longview-based
Nippon Dynawave Packaging on Tuesday.

« Congo expands Ebola testing as outbreak’ s real scale eludes officials (2026-06-01 01:28)

The number of confirmed cases in the country has climbed to 260 as global health
organizations warn of the risk of further spread.

* Explosion in Myanmar village reportedly kills 55, injures dozens more (2026-06-01 01:18)

The Ta'ang National Liberation Army,  which is currently in a ceasefire with the Myanmar
military, controls the village near the  Chinese border.

« How Trump’ s Ukraine aid cuts undermine justice for Russian war crimes (2026-06-01
01:08)

The aid cuts reflect a broader U.S. pullback from work on human-rights violations.

* Pro-Trump outsider wins Colombia vote and heads to runoff (2026-06-01 00:46)

Celebrity lawyer Abelardo de la Espriella is in a strong position to become the nation's next
president when he faces leftist Sen. Ivan Cepeda in a June 21 runoff.

« Canada’ s broader citizenship rules draw strong American interest, data shows
(2026-06-01 00:22)

The high percentage of Americans being approved for Canadian citizenship signals that many
Americans see Canada as an attractive place to live or study, immigration lawyers  say.

* Japan wins World Cup sendoff as coach Hajime Moriyasu says goal is to win title
(2026-05-31 23:36)

Japan coach Hajime Moriyasu stated directly that Japan's goal was to win the World Cup.

* U.S. castigates Europe over defense spending as NATO reassures Asia (2026-05-31 22:50)

U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth praised Asian partners and chastised European allies at the
Shangri-La Dialogue.
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* U.S. takes step to halt Nvidia Al chip shipments to Chinese firms outside China
(2026-05-31 22:48)

Nvidia and AMD's chips may have been making their ~way to Chinese entities despite U.S.
efforts to starve China of the semiconductors needed to develop critical Al capabilities.

- Ukraine’ s Zelenskyy seeks progress on peace talks before winter (2026-05-31 22:39)

Talks brokered by the United States on moving toward a peace accord have stalled as
Washington has focused on the conflict in Iran.

+ U.S., Iran trade drafts of deal as Israel expands Lebanon assault (2026-05-31 22:36)

Israel is not party to the talks between the U.S. and Iran and it's unclear whether it will agree to
stop its side war in Lebanon if the war in Iran is resolved.

* Japan, Philippines to discuss surface-to-ship missile exports (2026-05-31 10:48)

Type-88 surface-to-ship guided missiles of Japan's Ground Self-Defense Force are expected to
be up for consideration.

* Survivors advise rescuers in search for last two stuck in Laos cave (2026-05-31 09:26)

Those rescued are part of a group of seven stranded in the cave by flash floods nearly two
weeks ago as they searched for gold.

* China patrols Scarborough Shoal after Philippines warns of threat (2026-05-31 09:07)

The Scarborough Shoal has become a  frequent flash point between China and the Philippines
over sovereignty and fishing rights.

* War or peace? Colombians choose destiny in high-stakes vote (2026-05-31 09:01)

The constitution forbids a second term for the country's whose "total peace" strategy has failed
to end to conflict with armed groups.

* Israel plants flag on medieval castle, pushes Lebanon ground operation (2026-05-31 09:00)

Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said troops had captured the historic strongpoint, which
commands sweeping views of south Lebanon, as they expanded their ground operations.

* Three Japanese opposition parties explore new alliance (2026-05-31 08:32)

With the current Diet session slated to end July 17, the three parties hope to confirm such plans
by mid-July, according to sources.

« As immigration rises, Kawasaki’ s foreign council shows path toward inclusion
(2026-05-31 08:02)

The council aims to improve the lives of foreign residents and foster a harmonious co-existence
with native Japanese.
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* Hiroshima hibakusha group’ s head, Mimaki, steps down (2026-05-31 06:10)

Hiroshi Harada, 86, deputy leader of the group of hibakusha atomic bomb survivors and former
head of the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, will succeed Mimaki.

* A space race the Land of the Rising Sun is winning (2026-05-31 05:40)

Japan takes the lead in space-based solar power exploration.

* Embattled Nidec to suspend biz acquisitions (2026-05-31 05:10)

A panel of outside experts concluded that pressure to meet performance targets was among
the factors behind the irregularities.

* Japanese cellist Kitamura wins 5th prize in Brussels contest (2026-05-31 04:47)

Kitamura, 22, played Russian composer Sergey Prokofiev's Symphony-Concerto and other works
with the Belgian National Orchestra.

* Spurs dethrone Thunder on road in Game 7 to reach NBA Finals (2026-05-31 04:31)

San Antonio will open the NBA Finals against the New York Knicks at home on Wednesday.

« Australian researchers teach brain cells to play” Doom’ video game (2026-05-31 04:30)

Each so-called "biological computer" contains around 200,000 living human brain cells, grown
from stem cells that were harvested from blood donations.

* Experts urge Japan to use pictorial warnings on tobacco packages (2026-05-31 04:14)

Many countries require cigarette packages to display images warning of health hazards related
to smoking, such as a blackened lung.

« How carbon finance could give a boost to Japan’ s ailing forestry industry (2026-05-31
04:05)
The drop in value of forests has turned them into a burden, but one group hopes carbon credits

could reverse that trend, while also helping the planet.

* Tokyo rally urges return of all Japanese abductees held in North Korea (2026-05-31 03:59)

Relatives of those abducted to North Korea decades ago expressed hopes for the return of
abductees immediately and while their parents are still alive.

* Japan to ban cannabis ingredient CBN from June (2026-05-31 03:28)

The ministry will regulate CBN as a designated drug under the pharmaceutical and medical
devices law through a revision of a relevant ordinance.

* Why MAGA Republicans keep winning when Trump is losing (2026-05-31 02:42)
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Candidates backed by the president — and his social media megaphone — are still scoring
decisive victories in Republican primaries.

* From catch to canvas, fish prints have become fine art (2026-05-31 02:36)

"Gyotaku," or fish printing, originated in the 19th century as a way for fishermen in Japan to
document their catch precisely.

* White Sox slugger Munetaka Murakami to miss 4-6 weeks with hamstring strain
(2026-05-31 02:26)

Murakami has hit 20 home runs in his first 57 MLB games.

* After the Al binge, companies balk at soaring bills (2026-05-31 02:09)

Playing by a well-worn Silicon Valley playbook, Al companies charged rock-bottom prices to
hook customers after ChatGPT burst onto the scene.

«’ Totally hooked’ : Hong Kong targets claw machine addiction (2026-05-31 02:08)

Claw machine operators have been able to expand largely unrestricted after a court ruled in
2022 they are not required to possess public entertainment licenses.

- Japan rejects Chinese ‘new militarism’ label, spotlighting Beijing’ s own buildup
(2026-05-31 02:05)
Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi also used Tokyo's concerns of a crisis over Taiwan to justify

Japan's move into a "new role" as a primary regional defense equipment supplier.

* WHO chief urges safe burials in visit to heart of Ebola outbreak (2026-05-31 01:48)
Tedros said the rare Bundibugyo strain has no approved vaccines or treatments, making early
palliative care — including isolation, rehydration and pain management — critical.

* Drone hits nuclear facility as Kyivand Moscow trade strikes (2026-05-31 01:47)
Ukraine and Russia traded aerial attacks as President Volodymyr Zelenskyy held what he called

a special meeting on next steps with top aides.

* Tech stars from the 90s reborn: Nokia, Dell and Cisco surge on Al (2026-05-31 01:43)

A rush to build out Al infrastructure has led to soaring demand for everything from computer
servers to storage components, networking gear and even legacy chips.

* SoftBank plans up to €75 billion investment in French Al centers (2026-05-31 01:31)

The deal is a result of personal diplomacy between French President Emmanuel Macron and
SoftBank founder Masayoshi Son, who met in Japan earlier this year.

* Takaichi asks North Korea for summit to solve abduction issue (2026-05-31 01:06)
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After taking office last October, the Japanese prime minister has been repeatedly expressing her
willingness to resolve the issue.

* The Frenchmen who gave sake a Champagne soul (2026-05-30 23:05)

Carl Hirschmann and former Champagne cellar master Regis Camus lean on techniques from
the wine world to produce a sake that has a foot in both Europe and Japan.

« A little bit of Japan’ s infamously sticky soybeans goes a long way (2026-05-30 23:00)

Unlike some other fermented foods, making "nattd" requires the ability to release heat and
condensation produced by the bacteria at the center of the process.

* Pentagon’ s Asia command seeks weapons aimed at deterring China (2026-05-30 22:57)

The U.S. military is quietly seeking to bolster its ability to deter or battle China over Taiwan,
including with new warship-killing bombs and advanced sea mines.

+ U.S. and South Korea in talks over American commander’ s remarks on China
(2026-05-30 22:55)

The incident occurred amid growing speculation that Washington may expand its role in
countering the growing regional influence of China, a key ally of North Korea and Russia.

* AUKUS nations to develop payloads for uncrewed undersea vehicles (2026-05-30 22:54)

The U.S. defense secretary met his Australian and British counterparts on the sidelines of the
Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore, where they reviewed progress on the AUKUS pact.

* U.S. says capable of resuming war with Iran as deal remains elusive (2026-05-30 22:53)

The White House had signaled Trump was close to a decision on a potential deal, though Tehran
denied there was a final agreement on ending the conflict.

* Trump to headline 250th anniversary fair opening after performers drop out (2026-05-30
22:53)

Organizers have not publicly detailed the reasons for the departures, though the exits have
raised questions about the viability of the event as originally envisioned.

* Naomi Osaka survives scare from Iva Jovic to reach fourth round in Paris (2026-05-30
21:56)

World No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka also won, beating Australia's Daria Kasatkina 6-0, 7-5, to set up a
blockbuster clash against Osaka in the last-16.

* Paris Saint-Germain edges Arsenal for second consecutive Champions League title
(2026-05-30 21:10)
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PSG became only the second team beside Real Madrid to win the competition in consecutive
years in the Champions League era.

+ U.S. and Japan defense chiefs agree to accelerate missile coproduction (2026-05-30 12:01)

A key focus of the meeting was a Japanese proposal known as "Operation Supercharge,"
designed to accelerate joint development and mass production of advanced missile systems.

* Fifth high school boy arrested in Tochigi robbery-murder case (2026-05-30 08:04)

The 18-year-old student allegedly used a communication app to introduce the boy, 16, to
another, despite knowing he would be used to help carry out the crime.

* China is building launchpads near its nuclear missile silos (2026-05-30 07:50)

The scale of the construction points to a sweeping expansion of hardened infrastructure
designed to protect and operate China's land-based nuclear forces.

* Japan to set special aid category for community-based startups (2026-05-30 07:10)

The internal affairs ministry aims to promote what is known as Al transformation, in which
companies reform themselves by placing Al at the center.

« U.S. judge freezes Trump ’ slush fund’ for allies (2026-05-30 06:34)

The decision is another setback for one of President Donald Trump's most politically explosive
second-term initiatives.

* Russian Oreshnik missile fired in January was nine years old, Ukrainian experts say
(2026-05-30 06:33)

The Oreshnik, which Russia first used against Ukraine in 2024, is a nuclear-capable missile with
a range of over 5,000 kilometers.

* Trump administration wants to raise North American auto content to 82%, with half from
U.S. (2026-05-30 05:36)

The proposed new thresholds were revealed to automakers during two days of bilateral talks to
revise the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement on trade that concluded on Friday.

* LDP and CRA agree on debate schedule for fiscal 2026 supplementary budget (2026-05-30
05:23)

The budget committees of both the upper and lower houses will each spend one day
deliberating the extra budget for the fiscal year that started in April.

* Japan used record $73.6 billion to support yen over past month (2026-05-30 04:59)

Finance Ministry data for the month from April 28 to Wednesday showed a total intervention of
¥11.73 trillion ($73.6 billion) over a period marked by several spikes in the yen.
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 Mogami frigate talks anchor first Japan, Australia, N.Z. trilateral defense chiefs’ meeting
(2026-05-30 03:40)

The three nations' first such meeting signaled the emergence of a new regional security format
as they explore a three-way expansion of Tokyo's Mogami-class frigate program.

« Myanmar’ s junta chief turned president heads to India, with an eye on China
(2026-05-30 03:24)

The five-day trip underscores the gradual return of regional re-engagement for Myanmar, five
years after being shunned by many of its neighbors.

* Toyota to pull plug on next-gen EV development (2026-05-30 03:05)

The automaker said that it will allocate its management resources to the development of SUVs,
which are in strong demand.

«Iran’ s strongest card in nuclear talks: its highly enriched uranium (2026-05-30 01:12)

Iran and the United States are in discussions to extend their ceasefire so as to start negotiations
on issues including Tehran's nuclear program.

« New gold rush threatens indigenous havens in Brazil’ s Amazon (2026-05-30 01:11)

"We have to expel them, otherwise, they'll just keep pushing in," said Indigenous chief Bepdjo
Mekragnotire.

* Space rally gets reality check with Blue Origin blowup (2026-05-30 01:09)

The Jeff Bezos-backed firm's New Glenn rocket blew up Thursday evening while undergoing a
test on a Florida launchpad.

* Hegseth hints Japan must ramp up defense spending even more (2026-05-30 01:06)

U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has delivered a veiled warning to Tokyo, saying that while
Japanese defense spending was "headed in the right direction," more must be done.

* Trees taking drastic measures to survive climate-driven heat (2026-05-30 00:24)

Countless trees across Europe's forests are adopting drastic — and often fatal — strategies to
survive worsening heat and drought linked to climate change.

* Trump insists on red lines as Iran deal remains elusive (2026-05-30 00:23)

An Iranian state media report also rebutted several key elements of Trump's characterization of
the deal, with sources calling his remarks a "mixture of truth and lies."

« New Zealand to decide on Japan’ s frigates by end of 2027, defense chief says
(2026-05-29 12:04)
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New Zealand Defense Minister Chris Penk highlighted interoperability with Australia as a key
factor in the ongoing deliberations.

* Few Japan firms take steps toward economic security, government paper finds
(2026-05-29 09:13)

Only about 30% of Japanese companies have taken substantive measures to ensure economic
security, such as diversifying procurement sources and strengthening cybersecurity.

* Prices for over 1,000 food items in Japan set to rise in June (2026-05-29 09:07)

Seasoning accounted for the largest share of products set to see higher prices, followed by
processed food.

- Sakanaction’ s overseas breakthrough came from a viral dance meme (2026-05-29 09:00)

A video of an Indonesian preteen dancing on a boat became the unlikely springboard for
Japanese rockers Sakanaction to gain global attention.

* Japan voices concern over rice imports in white paper (2026-05-29 08:56)

Private-sector rice imports experienced a sharp increase after retail prices roughly doubled year
on year in May 2025.

* BOJ will probably raise rates in June, former board member says (2026-05-29 08:48)

The central bank's policy will fall into a state of being behind otherwise, says Makoto Sakurai,
who served on its board from 2016 to 2021.

* Labor shortage fuels ramp-up of humanoid robot development (2026-05-29 08:41)

Declining birth rates across the globe are driving an "unprecedented wave of investment" in
robots to sustain workforces.

* Japan passes bill to raise co-payments for prescription drugs similar to OTC counterparts
(2026-05-29 07:58)

The health ministry plans to require individuals to bear additional costs for some 1,100
over-the-counter-like prescription drugs starting in March 2027.

«Japan’ s 2025 census reflects steepest fall in population on record, data shows
(2026-05-29 07:42)

Preliminary data shows the nation's headcount shrank 2.5%, the third straight decline in the
nationwide survey conducted every five years.

* Who are the former royals who may be reinstated to the imperial family? (2026-05-29
07:07)
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A proposal to allow the reinstatement of former male royals along the male line of the imperial
family through adoption is being considered by policymakers.

* Japan enacts bill to drastically raise visa-related fees (2026-05-29 06:31)

Under the bill, the statutory upper limit for fees to change residency statuses or extend a period
of stay will go from ¥10,000 to ¥100,000.

« Trump’ s room to maneuver narrows as U.S., Iran close in on framework deal
(2026-05-29 06:19)

The dilemma became clear during a week of hectic diplomacy marked by word of an emerging
framework deal that would extend a current ceasefire and reopen the Strait of Hormuz.

» Meet the Japanese mayor seeking to normalize maternity leave in public office
(2026-05-29 05:49)

Shoko Kawata discusses balancing pregnancy with her duties — and the reaction that followed
her announcing she would take leave before and after childbirth.

* Victor Wembanyama steps up as Spurs dominate Thunder to force Game 7 (2026-05-29
05:41)

The teams will meet in Game 7 on Saturday in Oklahoma City, with the winner advancing to face
the New York Knicks in the NBA Finals.

* Japanese banks see hybrid bond boom to fund regulatory capital (2026-05-29 04:26)

The issuance of Additional Tier 1 bonds, which are considered among the riskiest forms of bank
debt, could rise to a record high in Japan this year.

* Japan national volleyball player arrested over suspected cannabis possession (2026-05-29
04:13)

Police allege that Shunichiro Sato, 26, had dried cannabis in his possession at a pachinko pinball
parlor in Tokyo's Itabashi Ward on Wednesday afternoon.

* Mitsui seeks LNG investments as data centers boost power demand (2026-05-29 03:49)

Companies seeking clean energy to power artificial intelligence infrastructure are creating "big
additional demand" for LNG, Mitsui CEO Kenichi Hori said.

* Taiyo Yuden sees ‘scary’ levels of Al parts demand risking supply chain (2026-05-29
03:43)

The Tokyo-based company and Murata Manufacturing comprise the bulk of the world's supplies
of high-end multilayer ceramic capacitors needed for artificial intelligence.

« Goyo gakusha: Welcome to Japan’ s new cancel culture (2026-05-29 03:30)
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Guilt by affiliation is not scholarship. It is the abandonment of scholarship.

* Long overdue, Japan updates its intelligence infrastructure (2026-05-29 02:44)

The government of Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi is taking steps to improve that capability with
passage of the National Intelligence Council Law.

« MLB owners push for salary cap in negotiations with MLB Players’ Association
(2026-05-29 02:22)

MLB announced Thursday that it intends to seek a $245.3 million salary cap (including benefits).

* How Israel has emptied southern Lebanon far beyond the front lines (2026-05-29 02:19)

The growing evacuation area, along with confusion about ongoing attacks and the eventual
extent of the Israeli buffer zone, has made residents fear they may never return home.

* Japan to send SDF officers to NATO Ukraine command for first time (2026-05-29 02:07)

Tokyo will send four officers to the NATO Security Assistance and Training Organization for
Ukraine to help coordinate planning and arrange the delivery of security assistance.

* Four-time Stanley Cup champion Claude Lemieux dies at 60 (2026-05-29 02:01)

Lemieux played 21 seasons in the NHL and was awarded the 1994-95 Conn Smythe Trophy as
the playoff MVP.

* Japan dismisses ’ ridiculous’ Russian criticism of military buildup (2026-05-29 01:53)

Russia's U.N. ambassador had said that "remilitarization" in Germany and Japan was a
dangerous threat to global security and was undoing the results of World War II.

* Lawson opens small supermarket in Tokyo (2026-05-29 01:49)

The supermarket, named L Minimart, aims to attract budget-conscious consumers amid rising
prices.

« BYD debuts China’ s most advanced EV chip in smart-driving push (2026-05-29 01:37)

The carmaker's automotive-grade 4-nanometer chip will help its computer-assisted driving
system to stand out from a crowded market.

* Tokyo inflation slowdown unlikely to derail BOJ rate hike (2026-05-29 01:30)
The consumer price index excluding fresh food rose 1.3% in May from a year earlier in the
capital.

* Mosquitoes can learn to love common repellent, scientists find (2026-05-29 01:29)

The results were found "under very specific conditions" in the lab and do not "call into question
the effectiveness" of the repellent DEET, the lead study author said.
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* Naomi Osaka says Serena Williams’ rumored return would be ’ entertaining’
(2026-05-29 01:27)

The 44-year-old has not played since a third-round loss at the 2022 U.S. Open.

* Nine crypto whales dominate Polymarket disputes worth billions (2026-05-29 01:04)

Under Polymarket's rules, whenever the outcome of a bet faces an official challenge, the
dispute goes to a vote among holders of UMA, an independent cryptocurrency.

* Netanyahu directs Israeli forces to expand Gaza control to 70% (2026-05-29 01:02)

Israel effectively controls an estimated 64% of the Gaza Strip, bombarded to ruins by Israel's
two-year military assault that followed the 2023 Hamas attack on southern Israel.

India’ sGenZ ‘Cockroach’ party channels youth anger but faces offline hurdles
(2026-05-29 00:59)

The party, which began with a riposte to a jibe about young people, represents the largest
online expression of dissent against Indian Prime Minister ~Narendra Modi's 12-year rule.

* Anthropic reaches near-trillion dollar valuation, topping OpenAl (2026-05-29 00:43)

The results of the latest fundraising round confirm Anthropic's place as one of the most
significant players in artificial intelligence.

« Style and steel as Naomi Osaka tames Donna Vekic to reach third round (2026-05-29 00:26)
Osaka will face 16th seed Iva Jovic in the third round.
« Iran and U.S. reach deal to extend ceasefire, pending Trump’ s approval (2026-05-29
00:12)
The agreement would extend the truce for another 60 days and allow traffic to flow through the
Strait of Hormuz while negotiators tackle issues such as Iran's nuclear program.
« Jannik Sinner falls apart in shocking second-round upset at French Open (2026-05-28
23:58)
Sinner arrived in Paris as the favorite after titles in Monte Carlo, Madrid and Rome, and with his

main rival and defending champion Carlos Alcaraz out with injury.

« Kore-eda’ ssci-fi film ‘Sheep in the Box’ fuzzy at edges (2026-05-28 22:10)

Despite familiar themes, the acclaimed director's latest film is ambivalent in its exploration of a
futuristic premise.

« Crime and comic antics abound in  ‘Tokyo Burst: The Roundup’ (2026-05-28 22:00)
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Set in the same universe as a hit South Korean series, "Tokyo Burst: The Roundup" mashes up a
cartoonish aesthetic with gripping violence.

* Taiwan suspects Nvidia chips smuggled to China via Japan (2026-05-28 11:54)

Japan is one of many locations in Asia where Chinese companies access American Al chips — by
renting hardware that's owned by foreign firms and installed in overseas data centers.

* Government urges transport firms to guard against AI misuse (2026-05-28 11:27)

The instructions were made at a meeting with operators from six infrastructure sectors, also
including ports, airports, logistics and water supply.

* Nomura raises annual profit target 50% after record year (2026-05-28 11:26)

Japan's biggest brokerage seeks to post at least ¥750 billion ($4.7 billion) in annual pretax
income by the year ending March 2031.

* JAL bans cabin attendants from drinking before return flights (2026-05-28 10:44)

JAL announced that a flight scheduled to depart from Hiroshima was delayed by about 40
minutes, affecting 186 passengers, after a female cabin attendant drank more than allowed.

* Japan and Philippines agree to elevate ties to new level amid China concerns (2026-05-28
10:38)

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi also said they
would begin formal negotiations on a key intelligence-sharing pact.

* Osaka High Court backs safety approval for Oi nuclear reactors (2026-05-28 10:30)

The high court found that the NRA's safety approval for the No. 3 and No. 4 reactors at the
nuclear plant in the town of Oi was reasonable.

* New Taiwan-Japan ferry service debuts on ship that has war evacuation role (2026-05-28
09:35)

The Yaima Maru is among vessels to be used to evacuate residents on southern Japanese
islands to mainland Japan in times of crisis.

* Fiery Yuto Nagatomo burns with desire to lead Japan to glory at fifth World Cup
(2026-05-28 09:00)

Nagatomo has set a new Asian record by being picked for his fifth World Cup, surpassing
players such as South Korea's Hong Myung-bo and Saudi Arabia's Sami al-Jaber.

* Humanoids Summit gives Tokyo a peek of a robotic future (2026-05-28 08:52)

A major talking point at the two-day event is how crucial artificial intelligence-powered robots
might be for tackling Japan's labor shortage.
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* Toyota sales slide for third month in April on Middle East conflict (2026-05-28 08:44)

Toyota has weathered the conflict better than other carmakers, with Honda Motor and Nissan
Motor reporting bigger drops.

« Frugal and more online: Smarter spenders rewrite luxury’ s China dream (2026-05-28
08:27)

Foreign luxury brands might not be retaining the pull — and the cashflow — in China that they
counted on in the world's second-largest economy in the 2010s.

* Osaka Municipal Assembly approves proposed council to discuss metropolis plan
(2026-05-28 08:19)

The council may hold its first meeting as soon as next month if its establishment is greenlit at
the prefectural assembly's plenary meeting next Wednesday.

« Realistic Al-created content to require labels during Japan’ s election campaigns
(2026-05-28 07:50)

The requirement will apply to videos and images that may be mistaken for those not generated
by Al while those that can be clearly identified as made using Al will be excluded.

+ U.S.-China conflict over Taiwan risks a nuclear escalation, study finds (2026-05-28 07:37)

The International Institute for Strategic Studies says the world is on the cusp of a new nuclear
arms race "with the Asia-Pacific at its core."

* Tochigi robbery-murder mastermind fled Japan via Narita Airport (2026-05-28 07:35)
Police are investigating the possible involvement of a tokuryd anonymous and fluid criminal
group.

* NPA inks agreement with major Japan banks to hasten special fraud response (2026-05-28

07:16)

The shift from physical mail to digital requests will allow authorities to freeze accounts receiving
fraud proceeds more quickly.

«’ Breakneck’ Ebola epidemic in Congo outpaces world’ s response (2026-05-28 07:09)

Caused by a strain of the virus for which there is no vaccine or treatment, the latest outbreak
has already caused a suspected 220 deaths and 900 cases.

* Patriots coach Mike Vrabel dances around distractions in meeting with media (2026-05-28
06:52)

One month since a scandal broke involving Vrabel and former reporter Dianna Russini, the
Patriots assembled as a team on Wednesday for the start of voluntary team activities.
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* As Europe weighs less reliance on U.S. military, Asia doubles down (2026-05-28 06:52)

Tokyo, Seoul, Canberra and other capitals in the region believe U.S. military power is critical to
counter the challenges from China and North Korea.

« Iran and U.S. trade airstrikes after Trump dismisses report of Hormuz deal (2026-05-28
06:41)

The escalation in hostilities sent oil prices surging again and dampened hopes for a peace deal
for a war that has killed thousands.

* Girl group Hana channels positivity into every performance (2026-05-28 06:25)

Before joining Hana, the group's members were told "no" by the entertainment industry. Now
they're part of one of Japan's most talked-about new acts.

« Tiger Woods to miss all of golf’ s majors in 2026 (2026-05-28 06:17)

Woods is not eligible to compete at the U.S. Open next month, but he did have an exception to
compete at the Open.

« Music festival Zipangu offers a glimpse of J-pop’ s future beyond anime (2026-05-28
06:05)

Ado, Chanmina, Atarashii Gakko!, Yuki Chiba and more turned a Pasadena golf course into a
showcase for the breadth of Japanese music and its growing appeal abroad.

* Shohei Ohtani homers and holds Rockies hitless over six innings in win (2026-05-28 05:30)

Ohtani hit a leadoff home run for the second consecutive time while serving as the starting
pitcher.

* SL Green partners with Japan’ s Mori to build NYC office tower (2026-05-28 05:11)

The new 46-story building will be close to One Vanderbilt, SL Green's prized skyscraper that has
commanded some of the highest office rents in New York.

* Health ministry to give financial aid to organ transplant hospitals (2026-05-28 05:01)

The aid program is designed to reduce cases in which transplants are canceled due to staff
shortages, as more people become organ donors.

« Japan plans ‘bridging bonds’ to fund investment initiatives (2026-05-28 04:42)

Bridging bonds are designed to cover temporary funding shortfalls on the premise that future
funding resources can be secured.

* Indo-Pacific deterrence rests on allied industrial coordination (2026-05-28 04:26)
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The decline of the U.S. defense industrial base is not a new story, but it has assumed new
urgency with the Iran war.

« Australia sues 3M over ’ forever chemical’ contamination near military bases
(2026-05-28 04:25)

Canberra is seeking damages to recover the cost of managing environmental contamination at
28 military bases from per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS).

« Japan’ s an Al laggard. That could be its edge. (2026-05-28 04:24)

Japan can learn from the first-movers and skip to the impactful part of turning the technology
into real economic infrastructure.

* Curb on shareholder rights will hurt retail investors not activists, says Oasis (2026-05-28
04:22)
The government and LDP suggest limiting shareholder proposals to those holding at least 1% of
voting rights, up from the current threshold of 300.
«’ Geek’ hangout to tourist draw: Japan’ s maid cafes (2026-05-28 00:00)

Once niche "otaku" spaces, Japan's maid cafes now attract tourists, couples and families seeking
playful escapist entertainment.
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