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Security Analysis Report: Japan (May 21-28, 2026)

Executive Summary

During the period of May 21-28, 2026, Japan significantly advanced its security
posture through a combination of defense policy shifts, deepened diplomatic
engagements, and enhanced cybersecurity measures. Key developments include
proposals to strengthen "counterstrike capabilities" and the formalization of a
comprehensive strategic partnership with the Philippines, signaling a robust response
to regional challenges. Domestically, Japan moved to centralize its intelligence
apparatus and bolster critical infrastructure against Al-driven cyber threats. These
actions underscore Japan's proactive approach to an increasingly complex Indo-Pacific
security environment, particularly concerning China's assertiveness and the broader
implications of global conflicts.

Key Security Developments

» Defense Policy and Strategic Shifts

On May 21, 2026, Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party drafted proposals to revise
the country's three key national security documents. These proposals advocate for
strengthening Japan's air defense systems, enhancing sustained combat capabilities,
and accelerating the deployment of submarines equipped with advanced propulsion
systems and long-range missiles to bolster Japan's "counterstrike capabilities". This
move signifies a continued evolution of Japan's defense-oriented policy.

* Expanded Defense Equipment Exports

Following the April 21, 2026, revision of the "Three Principles on Transfer of Defense
Equipment and Technology," which scrapped rules limiting military equipment
exports, Japan is actively pursuing arms deals. On May 27, 2026, it was reported that
Japan is opening up its arms industry for exports, with potential customers including
Poland and the Philippines. This policy shift allows for the sale of lethal weapons,
including destroyers and missiles, to countries with defense information protection
agreements with Japan.

* Centralization of Intelligence Activities
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On May 27, 2026, Japan's House of Councilors passed a bill to establish a National
Intelligence Council, to be chaired by the Prime Minister. This initiative aims to
centralize Japan's previously siloed intelligence network across various ministries into
a single body for direct review by the Prime Minister's office. This represents a
strategic shift towards becoming an "information security state" that collects,
protects, and shares information with allies in real-time.

* Major Bilateral Military Exercise (Keen Sword 25)

The biennial Keen Sword 25 exercise commenced around May 20, 2026, involving the
Japan Self-Defense Forces (JSDF) and the U.S. military, alongside Australian and
Canadian partners. Training is being conducted across mainland Japan, Okinawa
Prefecture, and surrounding waters, featuring unilateral and side-by-side amphibious
landings on Japanese islands. This exercise demonstrates the capability of
forward-deployed forces to rapidly counter aggression and reinforces the U.S.-Japan
alliance.

* Deepening Japan-Philippines Strategic Partnership

Japan and the Philippines are set to upgrade their ties to a comprehensive strategic
partnership, the highest level of diplomatic relations short of a formal alliance.
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is visiting Tokyo from May 28, 2026, for talks
with Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi, with a joint statement expected to deepen
cooperation in security and economic issues, particularly concerning China's maritime
posture in the East and South China Seas.

* Defense Acquisitions and Transfers to the Philippines

As part of their deepening defense ties, Japan and the Philippines are advancing plans
for Japan to transfer up to six Abukuma-class destroyers from the Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) to the Philippines. Additionally, Japan is examining the
sale of Type 88 surface-to-ship missiles to the Philippines, a system that Japan
recently fired on foreign soil during the Balikatan 2026 exercises.

* Cybersecurity Task Force on Al Risks

Between May 21 and May 22, 2026, Japan announced new regulatory steps and
formed a specialized task force to address cybersecurity threats related to artificial
intelligence (Al). This initiative, led by Finance Minister Satsuki Katayama, responds to
growing concerns about Al models like Anthropic's "Mythos" being able to rapidly
exploit security vulnerabilities, especially in the financial sector. The task force will
develop advanced defensive mechanisms, also leveraging Al technologies.

* Delays in Tomahawk Missile Deliveries

Japan's acquisition of up to 400 U.S.-made Tomahawk cruise missiles, originally
scheduled for delivery between fiscal 2025 and 2027, faces potential delays of up to
two years. U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth informed Japanese Defense Minister
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Shinjiro Koizumi of the expected delay, attributed to the U.S. military's heavy use of
its Tomahawk stockpile in recent operations against Iran.

¢ Quad Maritime Surveillance Initiative

On May 26, 2026, the United States, India, Japan, and Australia (Quad) launched a
maritime surveillance initiative for the Indo-Pacific. This cooperation aims to expand
maritime domain awareness, providing real-time data on ship movements, and will
also deepen cooperation on critical minerals, energy, and a joint port infrastructure
project in Fiji.

* China's Criticism of Japan's Military Buildup

During a summit between U.S. President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi
Jinping around May 24, 2026, Xi Jinping sharply criticized Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi's military buildup. Trump defended Tokyo's tougher security stance by
citing escalating threats from North Korea. This exchange highlights the increasing
intertwining of U.S.-China rivalry with Japan's security concerns in the Indo-Pacific.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Japan's security developments this week underscore a determined effort to enhance
its deterrence capabilities and solidify its position within a complex Indo-Pacific
security architecture. The planned upgrade to a comprehensive strategic partnership
with the Philippines is a significant diplomatic achievement, directly aimed at
countering China's increasing assertiveness in the East and South China Seas. This
move, coupled with ongoing defense equipment transfers like the Abukuma-class
destroyers and potential Type 88 missiles, strengthens the "First Island Chain"
defense strategy and bolsters regional partners against maritime coercion. China has
predictably reacted with criticism, viewing Japan's military expansion and regional
engagements as provocative and a return to militarism.

The establishment of a National Intelligence Council and the emphasis on real-time
information sharing with allies signal Japan's intent to move beyond a purely
defensive posture to become a more proactive "information security state". This
aligns with broader Western standards and facilitates deeper intelligence cooperation
within frameworks like the Quad, which itself launched a new maritime surveillance
initiative this week. Such multilateral efforts, including exercises like Keen Sword 25
with the U.S., Australia, and Canada, are crucial for interoperability and collective
deterrence against potential adversaries.

Relations with major powers remain dynamic. While Japan seeks stable relations with
China, Beijing's strong condemnation of Japan's military buildup, particularly
concerning Taiwan, indicates persistent friction. The delay in U.S. Tomahawk missile
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deliveries, attributed to U.S. operations against Iran, highlights how conflicts in other
regions can directly impact Japan's defense modernization plans and underscores the
interconnectedness of global security. Meanwhile, despite a "deep freeze" in relations
with Russia since 2022, there are nascent signs of re-engagement, driven partly by
Japan's energy considerations amid the U.S. war against Iran. This delicate balancing
act reflects Japan's strategic imperative to manage multiple complex relationships
while pursuing its security interests.

Military and Defense Analysis

Japan's military and defense posture is undergoing a significant transformation,
moving beyond its post-WWII pacifist constraints to develop more robust and
proactive capabilities. The ruling Liberal Democratic Party's proposals to strengthen
air defense, sustained combat capabilities, and accelerate the deployment of
submarines with long-range missiles for "counterstrike capabilities" are central to this
shift. This directly builds on earlier deployments of long-range missiles with
counterstrike capabilities at Ground Self-Defense Force bases in March 2026, marking
a departure from an exclusively defense-oriented policy.

Modernization programs are evident in defense acquisitions and transfers. The
planned acquisition of 400 U.S.-made Tomahawk cruise missiles, despite recent
delivery delays, is a cornerstone of Japan's stand-off defense capabilities, enabling
strikes against adversaries from outside their firing range. Furthermore, Japan's new
policy allowing the export of lethal weapons is not only a strategic shift but also a
boost for its defense industry, with companies like Mitsubishi Electric and Toshiba
expanding capacity. The agreement to transfer Abukuma-class destroyers and
potentially Type 88 missiles to the Philippines demonstrates a commitment to
bolstering regional partners' maritime security and projecting Japan's defense industry
capabilities abroad.

Defense spending trends reflect this ambition. Japan's initial military budget for fiscal
year 2026 stood at 10.6 trillion yen ($66.58 billion), or 1.9% of GDP, with a
supplementary budget pushing it to 2% ahead of the original 2027 deadline. This
increased investment supports the development of advanced systems, including
submarines, stealth fighters, and surface combatants. The participation in large-scale
exercises like Keen Sword 25 with the U.S. and other allies, involving amphibious
landings, further enhances interoperability and demonstrates a readiness to project
power and defend national interests across its territory and surrounding waters.

Outlook and Forecast
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Short-term trends (1-3 months):

In the immediate future, Japan is expected to continue solidifying its comprehensive
strategic partnership with the Philippines, with President Marcos Jr.'s visit to Tokyo on
May 28, 2026, serving as a key milestone. This will likely lead to accelerated
discussions on defense equipment transfers, including the Abukuma-class destroyers
and Type 88 missiles, and potentially a General Security of Military Information
Agreement (GSOMIA) to facilitate intelligence sharing. Domestically, the newly
approved National Intelligence Council will begin its operational setup, aiming to
streamline intelligence gathering and analysis. Cybersecurity efforts will intensify,
with the Al-focused task force developing defensive mechanisms against emerging
threats, and preparations will continue for the Self-Defense Force to conduct offensive
cyber operations from October 1, 2026. The ongoing Keen Sword 25 exercise will
conclude, providing valuable insights into U.S.-Japan interoperability and amphibious
capabilities.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas:

The East China Sea and South China Sea remain critical flashpoints due to China's
persistent maritime assertiveness and territorial disputes, particularly around the
Senkaku Islands. Any escalation in these areas, including increased incursions or more
aggressive actions by Chinese vessels, could rapidly heighten tensions. The Taiwan
Strait also remains a significant risk area, with Japan closely monitoring developments
and viewing a potential Chinese move against Taiwan as a "survival-threatening
situation". North Korea's continued missile and nuclear programs pose an ongoing
threat, and any provocative actions could necessitate a strong response from Japan
and its allies. The delay in Tomahawk missile deliveries could create a temporary
capability gap or necessitate adjustments in Japan's defense planning, which is a risk
to monitor.

Indicators to monitor:

Key indicators to monitor include the progress of defense equipment transfers to the
Philippines and other regional partners, as these signify the practical implementation
of Japan's new export policies and its commitment to regional security. The
operationalization and effectiveness of the National Intelligence Council will be crucial
for Japan's enhanced intelligence capabilities. Observe any further statements or
actions from China regarding Japan's defense buildup and regional engagements, as
these will indicate the level of geopolitical friction. Developments in U.S.-China
relations, particularly concerning Taiwan and semiconductor export controls, will also
be vital for Japan's strategic planning. Finally, the pace of Japan's Al-powered
cybersecurity defense upgrades and the outcomes of the Al task force will be
important for assessing its resilience against digital threats.

Strategic recommendations:
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Japan should continue to diversify and deepen its security partnerships, particularly
with ASEAN nations, to build a resilient, multilayered security architecture in the
Indo-Pacific. Accelerating domestic defense production and research, especially in
areas affected by supply chain vulnerabilities or external delays (like the Tomahawk
missiles), is crucial for long-term self-reliance. Continued investment in advanced
cybersecurity, including Al-driven defenses and offensive capabilities, is paramount
given the evolving threat landscape. Diplomatically, Japan should maintain open
communication channels with China to manage tensions while firmly upholding its
territorial claims and regional security interests. Finally, active participation in
multilateral forums like the Quad and joint military exercises should be sustained to
enhance interoperability and collective deterrence.

Structured Assessment

“~ison
{

"threat_level": "Elevated",

"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Senkaku Islands (East China Sea)",

"detail": "Continued Chinese maritime incursions and territorial disputes pose a
persistent security concern.",

"lat": 25.85,

"Ing": 123.50,

"intensity": 3

I

{

“label": "South China Sea",

"detail": "Increased Japanese and allied military presence and cooperation with the
Philippines are countering China's assertive actions.",

"lat": 10.00,

"Ing": 115.00,

"intensity": 3

I
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{
"label"™: "Taiwan Strait",

"detail": "Geopolitical tensions and Japan's declared 'survival-threatening situation'
concern over potential Chinese actions.",

"lat": 24.00,

"Ing": 119.00,

"intensity": 4

h

{

"label": "Okinawa Prefecture",

"detail": "Site of major U.S.-Japan military exercises (Keen Sword 25) and planned air
defense system deployments.",

"lat": 26.21,

"Ing": 127.68,

"intensity": 3

h

{

"label": "Manila, Philippines",

"detail": "Focus of deepening Japan-Philippines strategic partnership, defense
equipment transfers, and intelligence cooperation.",

"lat": 14.5995,

"Ing": 120.9842,
"intensity": 3

b

{

"label": "Tokyo, Japan",

"detail": "Center for diplomatic engagements, cybersecurity policy development, and
intelligence centralization efforts.",

“lat": 35.6895,
"Ing": 139.6917,

"intensity": 2
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Japan Today

* Global temperatures to reach near-record highs in next five years, report finds
(2026-05-28 04:53)

Average global temperatures are forecast to reach near-record levels in the next five years, with
Arctic temperatures expected to warm faster than other regions, a report by the U.N.---

* Hurricanes beat the Canadiens 4-0 to move within a victory of the Stanley Cup Final
(2026-05-28 03:50)

Sebastian Aho, Jordan Staal and Logan Stankoven scored in a 2:47 span late in the first period
and the Carolina Hurricanes moved within a victory of the Stanley---

* Meta launches paid subscriptions for Instagram, Facebook, WhatsApp (2026-05-27 23:21)

Meta on Wednesday launched paid subscription plans for its flagship apps, marking a major
push by the tech giant to diversify beyond its longtime reliance on advertising revenue.---

* Crystal Palace beats Rayo Vallecano 1-0 for Conference League title, club's 1st European
trophy (2026-05-27 23:19)

Crystal Palace didn’ twant to be in the third-tier Conference League and Jean-Philippe Mateta
nearly left the club. On Wednesday, it was Mateta’ s goal that won Palace the--

* New York and New Jersey are investigating FIFA's ticket practices as World Cup prices soar
(2026-05-27 23:17)

FIFA is under fresh scrutiny for sky-high World Cup ticket prices and sales tactics that fans say
left them with worse deals than they wanted. The attorneys general---

« State banquet for Marcos, wife (2026-05-27 21:56)

Emperor Naruhito and Empress Masako welcome Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr, and
first lady Liza Araneta-Marcos for their state banquet at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo on
Wednesday.

* Shinedown's 'EI8HT" is one of the hard rock band's best albums yet (2026-05-27 21:52)

Shinedown's new album is meant to surprise. The chart-topping rockers attempt something
different on “EI8HT,” their aptly titled eighth studio release, out Friday. Frontman Brent
Smith, guitarist Zach---
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* 'Backrooms' goes from internet meme to the big screen (2026-05-27 21:51)

What evil lurks in the drabbest of interiors? The meme-rooted “Backrooms” is the latest
movie to pull its mounting horrors out of liminal spaces. “Exit8,” released earlier--

* JAL flight delayed after alcohol detected on cabin attendant (2026-05-27 21:43)

Japan Airlines Co said Wednesday a flight from Hiroshima to Tokyo's Haneda airport on May 23
was delayed about 40 minutes after the airline replaced a cabin attendant---

* Heatstroke casualties at workplace hit record 1,803 in 2025 (2026-05-27 21:43)

Heatstroke casualties in the workplace hit a fresh record-high 1,803 in 2025, up 546 from a year
earlier amid extreme summer heat, health ministry data showed Wednesday. But---

* Japanese officials visit Russia to discuss protecting corporate assets (2026-05-27 21:43)

Trade and foreign ministry officials from Japan visited Russia this week and discussed with their
counterparts the protection of Japanese corporate assets in the country amid its prolonged---

* Japan enacts law centralizing intelligence gathering (2026-05-27 21:42)

Japan's parliament enacted a law on Wednesday to establish a new National Intelligence Council
to centralize information gathering in response to overseas threats, marking a first step in---

* Al chiefs walk back job apocalypse warnings (2026-05-27 21:41)

The most prominent figures in artificial intelligence are stepping back from dire predictions
about mass unemployment, as the industry faces growing public hostility over Al's promised
transformation of---

* IOC president Kirsty Coventry says sports cut from 2032 Brisbane Games could return in
future (2026-05-27 21:40)

Sports and medal events cut from the 2032 Brisbane Olympics program will have a path to
return at future Summer Games, IOC president Kirsty Coventry told sports leaders---

* Baseball players ask for expanded free agency, salary arbitration rights, almost doubling
minimum (2026-05-27 21:40)

Baseball players fired the opening salvo Wednesday in what is expected to be long and
contentious labor negotiations, asking for expanded free agency and salary arbitration rights
along---

* Djokovic pushed in 4-set win at French Open; Rybakina beaten in big day for Ukraine
(2026-05-27 21:40)

Novak Djokovic placed ice packs around his neck and on top of his head during changeovers to
keep cool amid the Paris heat wave at the French Open---
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* Collision between a bus and a truck crash kills 10 people in Zimbabwe (2026-05-27 21:39)

A collision between a bus and a haulage truck killed 10 people in central Zimbabwe on
Wednesday, police said, bringing the country's death toll from major road crashes:---

* Brazil to invest $75 million in highway through Amazon and unveils environmental
protection plan (2026-05-27 21:39)

Brazil’ s government announced Wednesday that it will invest $75 million in the BR-319
highway cutting through the Amazon rainforest, a project environmentalists say could
accelerate deforestation and worsen---

* Bolivia clears path to send troops onto streets to calm protests (2026-05-27 21:39)

Bolivia's President Rodrigo Paz on Wednesday took steps toward potentially declaring a state of
emergency as anti-government protests have escalated in the early months of his
administration. A state---

* 9 missing after Washington paper mill tank rupture and officials say there's no hope of
survivors (2026-05-27 21:39)

A second person who was injured when a large chemical tank ruptured at a Washington state
paper mill has died, authorities said Wednesday, bringing the presumed death toll---

* Carney says Canada will buy European surveillance planes over two American options
(2026-05-27 21:39)

Canada will buy early warning radar planes built by Sweden’ s Saab and Canada’ s
Bombardier over two American options, Prime Minister Mark Carney announced Wednesday.
Carney said his government:---

* Uganda closes border with Congo as cases of a rare Ebola type surge (2026-05-27 21:39)

Ugandan authorities on Wednesday ordered its border with Congo closed “with immediate
effect” as suspected cases of a rare type of Ebola surge near 1,000 there and others:---

* South African government and Afrikaners reject U.S. claim of a humanitarian emergency
for white people (2026-05-27 21:39)

The South African government and advocacy groups for the country's Afrikaner white minority
on Wednesday rejected the Trump administration's position that there's a humanitarian
emergency affecting white people---

* Norway will come under France's nuclear umbrella, leaders say (2026-05-27 21:39)

Norway will open talks with France on joining its nuclear umbrella, French President Emmanuel
Macron and Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stoere said on Wednesday, reflecting
growing European---

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use —12 — 2026-05-28


https://japantoday.com/category/world/a-collision-between-a-bus-and-a-truck-crash-kills-10-people-in-zimbabwe
https://japantoday.com/category/world/brazil-to-invest-75-million-in-highway-through-amazon-and-unveils-environmental-protection-plan
https://japantoday.com/category/world/brazil-to-invest-75-million-in-highway-through-amazon-and-unveils-environmental-protection-plan
https://japantoday.com/category/world/bolivia-clears-path-to-send-troops-onto-streets-to-calm-protests
https://japantoday.com/category/world/no-hope-of-finding-survivors-of-washington-paper-mill-tank-implosion-where-9-are-missing-officials
https://japantoday.com/category/world/no-hope-of-finding-survivors-of-washington-paper-mill-tank-implosion-where-9-are-missing-officials
https://japantoday.com/category/world/carney-says-canada-will-buy-european-surveillance-planes-over-two-american-options.
https://japantoday.com/category/world/uganda-closes-its-border-with-congo-as-cases-of-a-rare-ebola-type-surge
https://japantoday.com/category/world/south-african-government-rejects-us-position-that-there%27s-a-humanitarian-emergency-for-white-people
https://japantoday.com/category/world/south-african-government-rejects-us-position-that-there%27s-a-humanitarian-emergency-for-white-people
https://japantoday.com/category/world/norway-will-come-under-france%27s-nuclear-umbrella-leaders-say

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

* Trump plays mayor at cabinet meeting, showcasing his DC renovations (2026-05-27 21:39)

He boasted of fixing city fountains and power-washing a local pool — making careful
distinctions between sandblasting versus pebble-blasting — and detailing efforts to repair brick
walkways in---

* U.S. will need years to replenish stockpiles of advanced weapons used in Iran war, new
analysis finds (2026-05-27 21:38)

U.S. military contractors need at least three years to replenish stockpiles of three key weapons
systems used heavily in the Iran war, according to an analysis released Wednesday, -

* Zelenskyy asks Trump for air defense as Russia escalates strike threats (2026-05-27 21:38)

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy urged U.S. President Donald Trump to help Ukraine with air
defense systems and interceptors as Russia threatens new strikes, saying that ballistic missiles
remain Moscow's-+-

* Israel declares new swathe of Lebanon 'a combat zone,' warns residents to leave
(2026-05-27 21:38)

Israel's military on Wednesday declared a new swathe of southern Lebanon as a combat zone
and said residents in the area should move north, warning it would act---

+ U.S. and Iran remain divided on Hormuz deal as White House rejects Tehran TV report
(2026-05-27 21:38)

President Donald Trump said on Wednesday the U.S. and Iran still have issues to resolve in
peace talks, after Washington dismissed an Iranian state television report of a-*-

* Trump appears to threaten to 'blow up' ally Oman (2026-05-27 21:38)

President Donald Trump on Wednesday appeared to threaten to attack U.S. ally Oman if it sides
with Iran over reopening the Strait of Hormuz. Trump said Oman must---

« Germany urges players to avoid political statements at World Cup (2026-05-27 21:33)

Germany sporting director Rudi Voeller on Wednesday urged members of the World Cup squad
to avoid making political statements during this summer's tournament. Speaking from
Germany's pre-World Cup---

* Man arrested for attempted murder of 2 people over apartment noise dispute
(2026-05-27 07:36)

Police in Tokyo have arrested a 76-year-old man on suspicion of attempted murder after he
stabbed a man and a woman who live in the apartment next to---

* Buoyant Japan coach targets World Cup glory despite Mitoma blow (2026-05-27 07:35)

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 13— 2026-05-28


https://japantoday.com/category/world/trump-plays-mayor-at-cabinet-meeting-showcasing-his-dc-renovations
https://japantoday.com/category/world/us-will-need-years-to-replenish-stockpiles-of-advanced-weapons-used-in-the-iran-war-analysis-finds
https://japantoday.com/category/world/us-will-need-years-to-replenish-stockpiles-of-advanced-weapons-used-in-the-iran-war-analysis-finds
https://japantoday.com/category/world/zelenskiy-asks-trump-for-air-defence-as-russia-escalates-strike-threats
https://japantoday.com/category/world/israel-declares-new-swathe-of-lebanon-%27a-combat-zone-%27-warns-residents-to-leave
https://japantoday.com/category/world/us-and-iran-remain-divided-on-hormuz-deal-as-white-house-rejects-tehran-tv-report
https://japantoday.com/category/world/trump-appears-to-threaten-to-%27blow-up%27-ally-oman
https://japantoday.com/category/2026-fifa-world-cup/germany-urge-players-to-avoid-political-statements-at-world-cup
https://japantoday.com/category/crime/man-arrested-for-attempted-murder-of-2-people-over-apartment-noise-dispute
https://japantoday.com/category/2026-fifa-world-cup/buoyant-japan-coach-targets-world-cup-glory-despite-mitoma-blow

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

Japan coach Hajime Moriyasu believes his team can win the World Cup after historic friendly
wins over Brazil and England, despite the loss of Kaoru Mitoma dampening the---

* 69-year-old man arrested on suspicion of killing fellow patient at hospital in Ibaraki
(2026-05-27 07:34)

Police in Tsukuba, Ibaraki Prefecture, have arrested a 69-year-old man, who is a patient at a
hospital, on suspicion of killing an 82-year-old male patient at the same--

* Philippine President Marcos, wife welcomed to Japan by imperial couple (2026-05-27
07:33)

A welcome ceremony was held Wednesday at the Imperial Palace for Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and his wife Louise Araneta-Marcos, who are visiting Japan as state
guests.---

* 1 killed, 9 missing after explosion at Japanese-owned paper mill in Washington state
(2026-05-27 05:07)

A massive chemical tank holding nearly a million gallons of a highly corrosive liquid imploded
and collapsed Tuesday at a Japanese-owned paper mill in Washington state, killing at---

+ U.S. draws up plans to halt immigration, customs processing at 'sanctuary city' airports
(2026-05-27 04:22)

U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin said the Trump administration is drawing
up plans to stop processing international travelers and cargo at major U.S. airports in "
sanctuary cities"-

* Spurs fall to Thunder in Game 5 of West finals (2026-05-27 04:14)

It's been a very simple formula for the San Antonio Spurs in these Western Conference finals.
When Victor Wembanyama has been the best player on the floor, they:---

* Netherlands under the radar as they chase long-awaited World Cup crown (2026-05-27
04:12)

Three-time runners-up the Netherlands head into another World Cup with reasons to be
hopeful of a long-awaited first global title, but not among the favorites to lift the---

* Louvre heist to be turned into film (2026-05-26 23:15)

Last year's brazen robbery of the Louvre -- when thieves made off with jewelry worth some
$100 million -- is set to become a movie and a documentary---

* Sinner, Sabalenka power into French Open second round (2026-05-26 23:14)

Jannik Sinner powered into the second round of the French Open on Tuesday as his fellow
world number one Aryna Sabalenka also made a winning start at Roland---
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* Israel pounds Lebanon with more than 120 strikes, expands ground operations
(2026-05-26 21:58)

Israel pounded Lebanon with more than 120 air strikes on Tuesday in one of the heaviest days
of bombing in weeks, Lebanese security sources said, as Israeli Prime---

« UFC fighting cage rises on White House lawn for bout celebrating America’ s 250th
anniversary (2026-05-26 21:57)

Yet another White House construction project is underway, though this one is meant to be only
temporary. Crews are erecting an octagon-shaped cage on the South Lawn that---

* Jonas Vingegaard storms to a fourth Giro summit win, stretching his lead past 4 minutes
(2026-05-26 21:42)

It" s four out of four for Jonas Vingegaard. The Danish rider soloed to victory at the end of the
tough 16th stage of the Giro d’ Italia to extend:---

« Naomi Osaka’ s sequined gold dress takes spotlight at French Open (2026-05-26 21:41)

Naomi Osaka’ s taste for fashion was in the spotlight again on Tuesday at the French Open.
The tennis star walked onto Court Suzanne-Lenglen in a ceremonial black skirt---

« PayPal’ s online checkout empire is under siege as rivals squeeze its core business
(2026-05-26 21:39)

PayPal helped invent online checkout. Nearly three decades later, it’ s struggling to defend its
turf. The iconic online payments company is facing its biggest challenge in nearly three---

* India's fifth spot in global market cap list under threat as Taiwan closes in (2026-05-26
21:38)

India's position as the fifth-largest global market by capitalisation is under threat as Taiwan
closes in on the South Asian nation's spot, powered largely by the rapid rise---

* Prudential Life to pay ¥4.7 bil in compensation over suspected scams (2026-05-26 21:38)

Prudential Life Insurance Co said Tuesday it estimates its compensation to defrauded clients to
total 4.7 billion yen, after its employees were found to have illegally received a---

* Ferrari unveils first fully electric car (2026-05-26 21:38)

Italian luxury carmaker Ferrari has unveiled its first fully electric model, the Luce, belatedly
joining rivals like Porsche and Lamborghini to offer clean-energy driving thrills. The Luce -----

* Video games turn to classic films to woo middle-aged millenials (2026-05-26 21:37)

Millenial gamers who grew up on 1980s and '90s blockbusters are today being courted by the
industry, with the latest James Bond offering hard on the heels of---
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* Okamoto says Cannes film festival win yet to sink in (2026-05-26 21:37)

Japanese actress Tao Okamoto said Tuesday that she has yet to "fully grasp" the reality and
historical significance of winning the best actress award at the Cannes Film---

* Ruling LDP seeks push for Japanese language program for foreign children (2026-05-26
21:37)

Japan's ruling party Liberal Democratic Party is proposing the government establish a blueprint
for beginner Japanese language classes aimed at children of foreign nationals in the country
to...

* China says QUAD cooperation should not target third party (2026-05-26 21:36)

China on Tuesday reiterated its stance on the Australia-India-Japan-U.S. Quad group, saying
cooperation between countries  should contribute to regional peace, stability and
prosperity, and should not target any--

* NASA lays out moon base plans with landers, buggies and drones at the top of the list
(2026-05-26 21:35)

NASA is already ordering landers, rovers and drones for a sprawling moon base, less than two
months after the Artemis II's record-breaking lunar flyaround. The space agency outlined---

* Train collides with minibus in Belgium; 4 dead (2026-05-26 21:35)

A train traveling at high speed hit a minibus crossing a railway in Belgium on Tuesday, killing
four people, including two children, and badly injuring five other children:---

* Deaths reported after tank implodes at Washington state pulp and paper mill (2026-05-26
21:35)

The implosion of a chemical tank at a pulp and paper mill in southwestern Washington state on
Tuesday injured at least 10 people, while an undisclosed number of---

* Second group of Australian women linked to Islamic State return from Syria (2026-05-26
21:35)

A cohort of Australian women and children linked to the Islamic State militant group has
returned home from a Syrian refugee camp, the second such group to arrive back in---

» South Carolina Senate rejects Trump’ s call to redraw congressional map for midterm
elections (2026-05-26 21:35)

President Donald Trump’ s push to reshape congressional districts ahead of the November
elections suffered a double setback Tuesday, as South Carolina senators declined to do so and
a---
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* CDC seeks staff for Ebola screening as outbreak response expands (2026-05-26 21:35)

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has asked staff to volunteer for urgent
deployment to support Ebola screening at the country's entry points, according to an---

* Exceptionally early heat wave shatters records and brings deaths in Europe (2026-05-26
21:34)

The United Kingdom smashed a century-old temperature record for the second time in 24
hours on Tuesday as a spring heat wave continued to scorch parts of Western---

* Pentagon spars with SpaceX over Starlink price hike during Iran war (2026-05-26 21:34)

As U.S. kamikaze drones guided by Elon Musk’ s Starlink network began to make visible gains
in the war against Iran, senior SpaceX officials reached a conclusion: The Pentagon---

* Trump administration raises U.S. refugee cap, but only for white South Africans
(2026-05-26 21:34)

The Trump administration said Tuesday that it will admit an additional 10,000 white South
Africans into the U.S. as refugees this year, increasing its historically low annual cap---

« War-weary Kyiv residents defiant over Russian threat of new strikes (2026-05-26 21:34)

Kyiv residents and foreign embassies are shrugging off Moscow's threat of a wave of heavy
strikes on the Ukrainian capital as nothing new after years of war, displaying---

* Iran says new U.S. strikes violate ceasefire (2026-05-26 21:34)

Iran said on Tuesday the United States had violated a ceasefire by striking targets near the
contested Strait of Hormuz, potentially complicating efforts to bring the war to---

* Suppaiman (2026-05-26 21:33)
The character of Suppaiman is seen at the American Village in Mihama, Okinawa. Suppaiman is

a dried plum candy.

* World Cup transit sticker shock hits fans with tickets to matches in some U.S. host cities
(2026-05-26 21:26)

Dubbed the “Sommermarchen,” or “Summer Fairy Tale," the 2006 World Cup in Germany
was a widely praised showcase for a modern, unified nation that was welcoming to fans---

* USA with all to prove in World Cup Group D (2026-05-26 21:25)

The United States head into World Cup Group D with everything to prove after a turbulent
build-up marked by an unconvincing run of form that saw them comfortably---

* Quad ministers announce new Indo-Pacific initiatives on maritime security and energy
(2026-05-26 09:58)
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The foreign ministers of Australia, India, Japan and the United States announced new initiatives
Tuesday on maritime security, port infrastructure and energy, as the group known as the---

* Asian shares and oil prices mixed after U.S. launches strikes in southern Iran (2026-05-26
07:39)

Shares were mixed Tuesday in Asia after the U.S. military said it carried out what it called
“self-defense” strikes in southern Iran, including on missile launch sites and---

« Gov' thonors war dead at Chidorigafuchi cemetery (2026-05-26 07:34)

The government on Monday held a ceremony to honor the nation's war dead at Chidorigafuchi
National Cemetery in Tokyo, where the unidentified remains of Japanese soldiers are interred.-

* Gov't OKs ¥500 bil use from reserve fund for energy bill subsidy (2026-05-26 07:33)

The Japanese government decided Tuesday to use 513.5 billion yen ($3.2 billion) from reserve
funds for the current fiscal year to resume subsidies for energy bills during the---

* Inquiry into antisemitism in Australia condemns online hatred and bigotry targeting
witnesses (2026-05-26 07:03)

The head of an inquiry into antisemitism in Australia on Tuesday said Jewish witnesses who
appeared before it are facing online harassment and bigotry and issued a condemnation.---

* North Korea fired several missiles, South Korean military says (2026-05-26 05:53)

North Korea fired several missiles including at least one short-range ballistic missile toward
waters off the country's west coast on Tuesday, South Korea's military  said. The missiles
were:---

* Astros starter Tatsuya Imai and 2 relievers throw combined no-hitter against Rangers
(2026-05-26 04:10)

Houston Astros right-hander Tatsuya Imai and relievers Steven Okert and Alimber Santa
combined to throw a no-hitter in a 9-0 win over the Texas Rangers on Monday night.--

* New York back in NBA Finals for first time since 1999 after beating Cleveland 130-93 to
finish sweep (2026-05-26 02:55)

Karl Anthony-Towns had 19 points and 14 rebounds, OG Anunoby scored 17 and the New York
Knicks routed the Cleveland Cavaliers 130-93 Monday night to complete a four-game---

* Sonny Rollins, saxophonist and restless genius of jazz, dies at 95 (2026-05-26 02:19)

Sonny Rollins, the tenor saxophonist and restless genius whose bold, distinctive tone and
constant experimentation kept him on the cutting edge of jazz for more than 50 years,---

* Yomiuri Giants' manager Abe arrested for allegedly assaulting daughter (2026-05-25 23:59)
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Shinnosuke Abe, manager of the Yomiuri Giants -- Japan's oldest and most storied professional
baseball team and often seen as the closest equivalent to the New York Yankees---

* Nishida shows off his arm and his enthusiasm in big league debut with White Sox
(2026-05-25 22:05)

Rikuu Nishida was all smiles. There were hugs and laughter. So much laughter. Nishida has
brought his infectious enthusiasm to the major leagues. “I just love the game:--

* 2 men, both 19, arrested over gold bar robbery on street in Tokyo (2026-05-25 21:35)

Two 19-year-old men have been arrested for allegedly robbing four men of a backpack
containing gold bars and injuring them on the street in Tokyo last month, police---

«In ‘Pressure,’ the story of the meteorologist who helped save D-Day (2026-05-25 21:31)

D-Day was supposed to happen on June 5, 1944. The story of why it ultimately took place on
June 6 is one that has been a bit lost---

* Nidec to face securities watchdog probe over accounting scandal (2026-05-25 21:30)

Japan's securities watchdog has decided to launch a probe into motor maker Nidec Corp
following the discovery of accounting irregularities, sources familiar with the matter said
Monday. The--

* Huawei touts new chipmaking technology to sidestep U.S. restrictions (2026-05-25 21:30)

Chinese tech giant Huawei said on Monday it had developed a new way of making
semiconductors that could get around its U.S.-enforced lack of access to the most:---

* Skymark jet makes emergency landing at Haneda airport (2026-05-25 21:30)

A Skymark Airlines passenger jet made an emergency landing at Tokyo's Haneda airport
Monday after detecting a tire problem, with one of its tires later found ruptured, the---

* Gov't leans toward cutting sales tax to 1%, not 0%, for speedy start (2026-05-25 21:29)

The Japanese government is leaning toward the idea of cutting the current 8 percent
consumption tax on food to 1 percent, rather than zero as pledged earlier, for---

* Gov't to compile over ¥3 tril extra budget: Takaichi (2026-05-25 21:29)
The Japanese government will compile a supplementary budget for fiscal 2026 totaling more
than 3 trillion yen ($19 billion) to brace for higher energy prices amid prolonged tensions---
* Oil tanker that passed through Hormuz arrives in Japan; 1st since Iran war (2026-05-25
21:29)

A Japanese oil tanker arrived in Japan on Monday, becoming the first to transit the Strait of
Hormuz since the start of the Iran war, which has left---
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* South Africa's Kolbe returns to Stormers from Japan (2026-05-25 21:28)

South Africa wing Cheslin Kolbe has re-signed for his first club Stormers, nine years after leaving
the Cape Town-based club. Stormers did not reveal the length of Kolbe's---

* Arteta urges Arsenal to make history in Champions League final (2026-05-25 21:28)

Mikel Arteta had barely wiped away the tears of joy that followed Arsenal's Premier League
trophy presentation before he challenged his players to make more history by winning---

* Swiatek, Rybakina cruise through Roland Garros openers (2026-05-25 21:27)

Four-time French Open champion Iga Swiatek and second seed Elena Rybakina both eased into
the second round with comfortable wins at a sweltering Roland Garros on Monday, as---

* Former Scottish National Party chief pleads guilty to embezzling $540,000 (2026-05-25
21:27)

Former Scottish National Party chief executive Peter Murrell pleaded guilty on Monday to
embezzling more than £400,000 ($540,000), admitting diverting funds from the party to buy
items such---

* Canada PM compares 'dangerous' Alberta separatist bid to Brexit (2026-05-25 21:27)

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney on Monday compared Alberta's plans to consider
separating from Canada to Brexit, calling it "dangerous" and suggesting people may not
appreciate the consequences---

« Cambodian opposition leader Kem Sokha receives royal pardon for treason sentence
(2026-05-25 21:27)

Cambodian opposition leader Kem Sokha was granted a royal pardon on Monday from a
27-year prison sentence for treason, a month after an appeals court affirmed his conviction---

* Parts of Europe swelter in record May heat as deaths at amateur sports events spur
warnings (2026-05-25 21:27)

Europe is baking under unseasonal heat that is shattering temperature records, including in the
United Kingdom on Monday, and prompting government warnings after deaths were reported
at amateur---

* Ebola outbreak is one danger. Attacks on healthcare workers are another (2026-05-25
21:27)

Every time Vanny Birungi, a volunteer with the Red Cross in eastern Congo, goes out to raise
awareness about the latest Ebola outbreak as suspected cases near 1,000,
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* Pope calls for robust regulation of Al in manifesto that ponders the future of humanity
(2026-05-25 21:27)

Pope Leo XIV called Monday for robust regulation of artificial intelligence and for its developers
to work for the common good rather than profit, issuing a sweeping manifesto---

* Israel will escalate strikes against Hezbollah in Lebanon, Netanyahu says (2026-05-25
21:26)

Israel will escalate strikes against Hezbollah in Lebanon, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said on Monday, as a U.S. official said the militia had ignored warnings to halt firing---

* Russia threatens strikes on Kyiv defense sites, urges foreigners to leave (2026-05-25 21:26)

Russia said on Monday that it intended to launch "systematic strikes" on targets in Kyiv linked to
the Ukrainian military as well as decision-making centers, and urged foreigners---

* Iran's top envoys discussing potential peace deal with Qatar prime minister, official says
(2026-05-25 21:26)

Iran's top negotiator and its foreign minister were in Doha for talks with Qatar's prime minister
on a potential deal with the U.S. to end the three-month-old war, -

* Activists campaign for Mexico's missing people near World Cup stadium (2026-05-25 21:22)

Activists displayed images of some of Mexico's "disappeared" people near its main soccer
stadium on Sunday, hoping to raise awareness as the country prepares to co-host the World---

* World Cup coming to Miami. Here's what to know about Lionel Messi's adopted home
area (2026-05-25 21:21)

Welcome to South Florida, home of the three-time NBA champion Miami Heat, two-time Super
Bowl champion Miami Dolphins, two-time World Series champion Miami Marlins and two-time
Stanley Cup---

* Murakami fan (2026-05-25 21:14)

A baseball fan cheers for Chicago White Sox first baseman Munetaka Murakami after the first
inning of a baseball game against the Minnesota Twins in Chicago on Monday.---

* Three bodies found in house in Gifu Prefecture (2026-05-25 10:08)

The bodies of two men and one woman were found in a house in Ogaki City, Gifu Prefecture, on
Sunday. According to police, a female relative of the---

* Around 25 sickened in spraying incident in Tokyo's Ginza district (2026-05-25 10:02)

Around 25 people were injured at a luxury shopping complex in Tokyo on Monday after a man
sprayed a substance inside, police and fire department officials said. Tokyo---
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* Asian shares mostly gain; Nikkei closes above 65,000 (2026-05-25 06:59)

Asian shares mostly rose Monday and oil prices plunged after U.S. President Donald Trump said
talks on ending the war with Iran are progressing. Japan's benchmark Nikkei rose---

* Toshifumi Suzuki, 'father’ of Japan's convenience stores, dies at 93 (2026-05-25 05:15)

Toshifumi Suzuki, the founder of Seven-Eleven Japan and widely regarded as the father of
Japan's convenience store industry, died of heart failure on May 18, Seven & i Holdings---

* Muslims begin annual Hajj in sweltering heat against backdrop of war concerns
(2026-05-25 04:39)

The annual Hajj pilgrimage, one of the Five Pillars of Islam, officially began Monday. More than
1.5 million pilgrims have arrived in Saudi Arabia from outside the country,---

* Man wanted for murder of mother and her daughter told police he killed someone but
was let go (2026-05-25 03:49)

Hyogo Prefectural Police have placed a 42-year-old man on a nationwide wanted list in
connection with the murders of a 74-year-old woman and her 52-year-old daughter at their---

* Mercedes star Kimi Antonelli wins the Canadian GP for his 4th straight F1 victory
(2026-05-24 23:28)

Italian teen star Kimi Antonelli charged to his fourth straight Formula 1 victory Sunday in a wild
Canadian Grand Prix after Mercedes teammate George Russell was knocked out---

* Sweden's Rosenqvist wins closest-ever Indy 500 (2026-05-24 22:35)

Sweden's Felix Rosenqvist won a last-lap shootout to capture the 110th Indianapolis 500 on
Sunday by 0.0233 seconds, the closest finish in race history. Rosenqvist trailed into the---

* Zverev off to good start at French Open; Djokovic wins opener (2026-05-24 22:05)

German second seed Alexander Zverev enjoyed a comfortable first-round win on the opening
day of Roland Garros on Sunday as 24-time Grand Slam champion Novak Djokovic started his---

* Okinawa governor receives death threat ahead of supporters' meeting (2026-05-24 21:18)

Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki said Sunday that he had received a death threat before his
meeting with supporters held in the prefecture's capital city earlier in the day.--

* Nissan drops plan to build drive units for EVs in Britain (2026-05-24 21:17)

Nissan Motor Co has withdrawn a plan to manufacture powertrains for electric vehicles in
Britain, a source familiar with the matter said Sunday, as the struggling Japanese automaker---

* Election rout creates uncertainty over who represents Japan's opposition (2026-05-24
21:16)
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The massive losses suffered by Japan's opposition parties in the February general election, won
in a landslide by the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, have given rise to ambiguity---

* Trump throws weight behind Takaichi in meeting with Xi, Yomiuri says (2026-05-24 21:16)

U.S. President Donald Trump defended Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi when Chinese
President Xi Jinping criticized her in the Sino-U.S. summit this month, Japan's Yomiuri
Shimbun daily said---

* Japan eyes cyber patrols for tips on overstayers, illegal work (2026-05-24 21:15)

Japan's immigration authorities plan to crack down on visa overstayers and illegal foreign
workers by monitoring social media and other platforms for information or leads. The initiative
is...

« ‘Mandalorian and Grogu’ tops charts and ‘Obsession’ grows in second weekend
(2026-05-24 21:15)

After nearly seven years away from the big screen, a new Star Wars movie drew healthy but not
record-breaking crowds to global theaters this weekend. According to studio---

* Could anything but profit steer AI? The OpenAl trial offered clues but no verdict
(2026-05-24 21:15)

The trial pitting Elon Musk against OpenAl CEO Sam Altman made clear the two billionaires
agreed on one thing: building artificial intelligence would require significant resources — and---

* Norway's Dversnes takes surprise win in Giro 15th stage (2026-05-24 21:14)

Fredrik Dversnes won the 15th stage of the Giro d'Italia on Sunday, taking the honours from a
breakaway on a day in which the final lap of Milan---

* Yamamoto shines in Milwaukee again as Dodgers defeat Brewers 5-1 (2026-05-24 21:14)

Andy Pages hit a two-run homer immediately after Kyle Tucker delivered a tiebreaking two-run
triple in the fifth inning to back up Yoshinobu Yamamoto’ s strong pitching as the--

* Premier League finale: West Ham relegated and Spurs stay up as Guardiola, Salah make
emotional exits (2026-05-24 21:14)

West Ham was relegated and Tottenham survived on an emotional final day of the Premier
League season when Pep Guardiola and Mohamed Salah made tearful exits after
record-breaking:--

* China launches Shenzhou 23 spacecraft with 1 of 3 astronauts set for yearlong stay
(2026-05-24 21:13)

China launched the Shenzhou 23 spacecraft Sunday night with three astronauts heading to its
space station, including one set to stay in space for a year. The spacecraft---
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* Turkish police storm offices of main opposition CHP party, firing tear gas and rubber
bullets (2026-05-24 21:13)

Police stormed the offices of Turkey’ s main opposition CHP party on Sunday, firing tear gas
and rubber bullets at party supporters and officials who had been holed up---

* Chinese ship leaves after tense standoff near Taiwan-controlled islands (2026-05-24 21:13)

A Chinese coast guard ship left waters near Taiwan's strategically located Pratas Islands at the
top of the South China Sea on Sunday following a tense standoff and---

* How Congo is battling an Ebola outbreak complicated by aid cuts, armed rebels and anger
(2026-05-24 21:13)

Arson attacks on Ebola treatment centers in eastern Congo underscore the serious challenges
authorities face — including a backlash in local communities — as they try to stem---

* Bystander in serious condition after fatal shooting near White House checkpoint
(2026-05-24 21:13)

A bystander who was struck by gunfire after a man fired on a checkpoint outside the White
House and was fatally shot by U.S. Secret Service officers remained---

* Russia hits Ukraine with Oreshnik missile in one of war's biggest attacks on Kyiv
(2026-05-24 21:13)

Russia pounded Kyiv and surrounding areas with hundreds of drones and missiles on Sunday in
one of the heaviest bombardments of the city since the start of the---

* Deadly Israeli strikes pound south, east Lebanon (2026-05-24 21:13)

Israeli strikes pounded south and east Lebanon Sunday despite a ceasefire as Hezbollah's chief
expressed hope for an agreement between Iran and the United States to end the---

* Trump says there is no rush for Iran deal; U.S. blockade stays (2026-05-24 21:13)

U.S. President Donald Trump said on Sunday he had told his representatives not to rush into
any deal with Iran, as his administration played down hopes of an---

* Guadalajara often called the most Mexican city in the country ready to host a third World
Cup (2026-05-24 21:08)

The people of Guadalajara like to brag about it being the most Mexican city in the country. And
perhaps they’ re right. After all, the state of Jalisco, where---

« Tokyo Lights 2026 (2026-05-24 21:06)

A child in a traditional kimono stands between glowing robotic figures that connect people at
Shinjuku Chuo Park, one of 12 light art installations at Tokyo Lights 2026,
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* Rescuers search for 23 missing at collapsed Philippine building (2026-05-24 09:19)

Rescuers clawed through the wreckage of a collapsed Philippine building on Sunday which left
23 people missing, with authorities saying that screams were heard from under the rubble.---

* At least 24 killed in blast targeting train in Pakistan (2026-05-24 09:16)

At least 24 people were killed on Sunday in a blast targeting a train carrying military personnel
in Pakistan's turbulent southwestern province of Balochistan, a senior official said.--

* Spearfisher mauled on Great Barrier Reef in Australia's second fatal shark attack in a week
(2026-05-24 09:15)

A spearfisher was mauled on the Great Barrier Reef on Sunday in Australia’ s second fatal
shark attack in just over a week, police said. The 39-year-old man was-

» Decomposing body of man found entangled in electrical cords in house (2026-05-24 09:14)

The decomposing body of a man was found entangled in electrical cords at his home in
Higashi-Osaka City, Osaka Prefecture, on Saturday. According to police, an elderly man---

+ U.S. soldier in Okinawa referred to prosecutors for sexual assault in April (2026-05-24
07:29)

A U.S. soldier stationed in Okinawa was referred to prosecutors by local police on suspicion of
sexually assaulting a woman and injuring her in April, an investigative source---

* Japan's role in joint drills boosts Philippine, U.S. deterrence (2026-05-24 07:28)

The full-fledged participation of Japanese forces has given this year's large-scale military
exercise between the Philippines and the United States a new dimension and is helping create
stronger---

* Suspect dead after opening fire near White House security checkpoint, Secret Service says
(2026-05-24 05:19)

A person who opened fire Saturday on a White House security checkpoint is dead after being
shot by officers who returned fire, the U.S. Secret Service said. It---

* Usyk stops kickboxer Verhoeven in 11th round of heavyweight title fight in Egypt
(2026-05-24 02:34)

Heavyweight champion Oleksandr Usyk survived a scare to earn an 11th-round stoppage
against Rico Verhoeven, a Dutch kickboxer who pushed the undefeated Ukrainian to his limits
on Saturday.---

* Britney Spears was 'confrontational' and 'flamboyant' but tested low for alcohol during
DUI stop (2026-05-23 21:37)
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Britney Spears refused to get out of her BMW for about 10 minutes before her driving under the
influence arrest in March. When she did, the singing superstar---

« Norway-set drama about political polarization ‘Fjord’ wins Palme d’ Or at Cannes
(2026-05-23 21:36)

Cristian Mungiu’ s Norway-set drama about political polarization, “Fjord,” has won the
Palme d’ Or, handing the Cannes Film Festival * s top honor for the second time to Mungiu,
the...

* 67-year-old man arrested over death of 90-year-old mother (2026-05-23 21:36)

Police in Sabae, Fukui Prefecture, have arrested a 67-year-old man on suspicion of killing his
90-year-old mother. According to police, Toshiyuki Sakai is accused of strangling his mother---

* Zookeeper charged with burning wife's body served arrest warrant for murder
(2026-05-23 21:36)

A zookeeper in Asahikawa, Hokkaido, has been served a fresh arrest warrant or allegedly killing
his wife before disposing of her body in a zoo incinerator, according to---

* Japan voice actor demands TikTok operator remove Al-generated imitation (2026-05-23
21:35)

Japanese voice actor Kenjiro Tsuda is demanding in a lawsuit filed with a Japanese court that the
operator of the TikTok app remove videos narrated by an AlI---

* Japan trade minister holds brief talks with Chinese counterpart (2026-05-23 21:33)

Japan's Trade Minister Ryosei Akazawa said on Saturday there were no formal bilateral talks
with China's Commerce Minister Wang Wentao, though the two had a brief conversation
before---

* Kyle Busch died after severe pneumonia progressed into sepsis, his family says
(2026-05-23 21:32)

Kyle Busch died after severe pneumonia progressed into sepsis, resulting in rapid and
overwhelming complications, according to a statement released by his family. Dakota Hunter,
vice president of---

* Harry Kane hat trick powers Bayern Munich to German Cup triumph against Stuttgart in
final (2026-05-23 21:32)

Harry Kane cut through the smoke of the German Cup final with a hat trick for Bayern Munich
to beat defending champion Stuttgart 3-0 and complete another domestic---

* Russell resists Antonelli in Canadian GP F1 sprint race (2026-05-23 21:31)

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 26 — 2026-05-28


https://japantoday.com/category/entertainment/the-palme-d%27or-will-be-handed-out-saturday-in-cannes.-here%27s-what-to-look-for
https://japantoday.com/category/crime/67-year-old-man-arrested-over-death-of-90-year-old-mother
https://japantoday.com/category/crime/zookeeper-charged-for-burning-wife%27s-body-served-arrest-warrant-for-murder
https://japantoday.com/category/national/japan-voice-actor-demands-tiktok-operator-remove-ai-generated-imitation
https://japantoday.com/category/politics/japan-trade-minister-holds-brief-talks-with-chinese-counterpart-amid-diplomatic-row
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/kyle-busch-died-after-severe-pneumonia-progressed-into-sepsis-his-family-says
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/harry-kane-hat-trick-powers-bayern-munich-to-german-cup-triumph-against-stuttgart-in-final
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/harry-kane-hat-trick-powers-bayern-munich-to-german-cup-triumph-against-stuttgart-in-final
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/russell-resists-antonelli-in-canadian-gp-f1-sprint-race

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

Pre-season title favourite George Russell delivered a consummate lights-to-flag drive to win
Saturday's sprint race at the Canadian Grand Prix and trim his angry team-mate Kimi Antonelli's
championship---

* Djokovic to appear in record 82nd Grand Slam at French Open with barely any match play
(2026-05-23 21:31)

Novak Djokovic will set a record the moment he steps on court for his opening match at the
French Open against Giovanni Mpetshi Perricard in the night session---

* N Korean team beats Tokyo Verdy to win Asian Women's Champions League soccer title
(2026-05-23 21:31)

North Korea’ s Naegohyang FC defeated Tokyo Verdy Beleza 1-0 to win soccer's Asian
Women’ s Champions League on Saturday in the South Korean city of Suwon. Kim Kyong
Yong...

* Tens of thousands rally in Serbia demanding elections (2026-05-23 21:30)

Tens of thousands of demonstrators massed in central Belgrade Saturday to renew calls for
early elections that grew out of the anti-corruption movement sparked by a deadly rail---

* Measles outbreak kills more than 500 children in Bangladesh (2026-05-23 21:30)

A measles outbreak in Bangladesh has killed more than 500 children, government data showed
Saturday, marking the country's deadliest surge in decades of the preventable disease.
Hospitals in---

* Israeli minister Ben-Gvir banned from French territory (2026-05-23 21:30)

France has decided to ban Israel's far-right police minister Itamar Ben-Gvir from French
territory, Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot said on Saturday, adding that this reflected growing
anger among:---

* Rubio touts U.S. energy on India trip meant to repair ties (2026-05-23 21:30)

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio discussed trade and energy with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday on a visit aimed at shoring up relations battered by---

« Ukrainian drone attack triggers fire at a Russian oil terminal (2026-05-23 21:30)

A Ukrainian drone attack caused a fire at another Russian oil terminal overnight, local officials in
Russia’ s Krasnodar region said Saturday, in what appeared to be the latest--

* Israel hits Lebanon as Hezbollah says Iran won't abandon group (2026-05-23 21:30)

Israel struck south Lebanon on Saturday despite a ceasefire as Hezbollah said its backer Tehran
had pledged not to abandon the militant group. Hezbollah said its chief Naim---
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* Justice Department scrubs its website of news releases about Jan 6 defendants
(2026-05-23 21:29)

The Department of Justice is acknowledging it has removed from its website news releases
about criminal cases related to the Jan 6, 2021, riot, calling the information about---

* Ebola claims more lives; other African countries seen at risk (2026-05-23 21:29)

Uganda confirmed three new Ebola cases on Saturday and the Red Cross said three volunteers
died in the neighboring Democratic Republic of Congo, amid warnings the deadly virus---

* Trump says deal with Iran and opening of Strait of Hormuz are 'largely negotiated'
(2026-05-23 21:28)

President Donald Trump said Saturday that a deal with Iran, including opening the Strait of
Hormuz, has been “largely negotiated” after calls with Israel and other allies in---

* Rice-planting event (2026-05-23 21:28)

Children take part in a rice-planting event at Roppongi Hills in Tokyo on Saturday. The annual
event gathered about 130 local residents and employees and their families from---

* Iran's soccer federation says team's World Cup base camp has been moved to Mexico
from U.S. (2026-05-23 21:25)

The president of the governing body of Iranian soccer said Saturday the nation's World Cup
training base has been moved to Mexico from the United States after getting---

* Shoot-and-scoot: Mobile missile launchers play key role in U.S. Pacific deterrence strategy
(2026-05-23 10:00)

With a burst of flame, followed by a thunderclap boom that broke the bucolic serenity of the
training area in the foothills of Japan’ s Mount Fuiji, the first---

* Head of animal welfare group arrested for abusing dogs and cats at her home (2026-05-23
07:35)

A woman who is the representative director of an animal welfare organization in Tokyo has
been arrested on suspicion of violating the Animal Welfare Act. Police said Rumi---

* Ex-Suntory chairman Niinami not indicted over supplement imports (2026-05-23 07:34)

Former Suntory Holdings Ltd Chairman Takeshi Niinami has not been indicted for allegedly
importing illegal supplements, along with a female acquaintance, prosecutors said Friday. The
decision came after---

* China coal mine blast kills at least 90; more missing (2026-05-23 07:16)

A gas explosion at a coal mine in northern China has killed at least 90 people, state media
reported on Saturday, the country's biggest mining disaster in 17---
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* A 45-0-0 streak ends, and the Avalanche’ s scoring touch vanishes in Game 2 (2026-05-23
05:12)

The Presidents’ Trophy winner and Stanley Cup favorite suddenly can't find the net. Missing
star Cale Makar for the second straight game, the Colorado Avalanche blew a late---

* Trump administration to force foreigners in U.S. to apply for a green card abroad
(2026-05-23 03:35)

Foreigners in the U.S. who want a green card will need to leave and apply in their home country,
the Trump administration announced Friday, in a surprise change---

* SpaceX launches its biggest, most beefed-up Starship yet on a test flight (2026-05-23 00:49)

SpaceX launched its biggest, most powerful Starship yet on a test flight Friday, an upgraded
version that NASA is counting on to land astronauts on the moon. The---

* San Francisco immigration court shuts down after Trump purge of judges, leaving asylum
cases in chaos (2026-05-23 00:47)

There are no immigrants waiting for rulings anymore at San Francisco's main immigration court,
no lawyers making arguments. The court, which had 21 judges when President Donald Trump---

* Women directors close Cannes, putting gender imbalance in spotlight (2026-05-22 23:35)

Films by two women directors wrapped up the main competition at the Cannes Film Festival on
Friday, with men once again dominating the line up in a reflection---

* IndyCar agrees to multiyear extension with NTT to remain as series' title sponsor
(2026-05-22 20:52)

IndyCar officials have agreed to a multiyear contract extension that will keep NTT as the series'
title sponsor. The announcement came Friday before the final scheduled practice for---

* George Russell aims to recapture F1 momentum in Canada and stop Antonelli's streak
(2026-05-22 20:52)

An upgraded car and a “painful” reminder not to lose sight of the Formula 1 fundamentals
could be George Russell's path back to the front of the field--

* Guardiola to step down after glittering decade at Man City (2026-05-22 20:51)

Pep Guardiola announced on Friday that he will leave Manchester City at the end of the season
after a trophy-laden decade that transformed English football. Guardiola guided City---

* North Korean women deny 'rough’ play ahead of Asian club final (2026-05-22 20:51)

The coach of the first North Korean sports team to visit the South in eight years said his players
were not "rough" as they prepare for Saturday's Asian---
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* Uno targets Olympics in figure skating comeback (2026-05-22 20:51)

Japan's former world champion figure skater Shoma Uno said Friday he was coming out of
retirement and targeting an Olympic spot in ice dance with partner Marin Honda.---

* Ground Self-Defense Force officer fired for driving without license for 24 yrs (2026-05-22
20:50)

AJapan Ground Self-Defense Force member assigned to a base east of Tokyo was dismissed
Friday after driving vehicles without a license for 24 years, according to the---

* Kyoto school operator violated political neutrality in fatal Okinawa trip (2026-05-22 20:50)

The operator of a private high school in Kyoto Prefecture violated the law obliging schools to
maintain political neutrality during a "peace education" trip that culminated in a---

* Japan inflation slows more than expected in April (2026-05-22 20:50)

Japan's inflation slowed more than expected in April, government data showed Friday, as Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi considers further measures to drive down costs linked to the Middle---

* Who killed Trump's Al order? Musk says it wasn't him (2026-05-22 20:47)

Speculation swirled Friday over the last-minute collapse of President Donald Trump's planned
executive order on powerful Al models, with fingers pointing at the president's allies in Silicon
Valley:---

* Bruce Dern takes a bow at the Cannes Film Festival with a new documentary on his life
(2026-05-22 20:46)

When Bruce Dern was leaving the Actors Studio to try to make it in Los Angeles, Elia Kazan and
Lee Strasberg warned him that he wasn’ t going to---

* Warsh sworn in as Fed chair after Trump's bid for greater control over the independent
bank (2026-05-22 20:46)
President Donald Trump on Friday oversaw the White House swearing-in of the new Federal
Reserve chair and said he would like Kevin Warsh's help in stimulating the economy---
* Cubans gather outside U.S. embassy in Havana to protest Raul Castro indictment
(2026-05-22 20:46)
Thousands of Cubans gathered on Friday before the U.S. embassy in Havana to protest a U.S.

decision to indict former president Raul Castro over the downing of two---

* Flotilla activists describe beatings, tasers and mistreatment by Israeli forces (2026-05-22
20:46)
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Activists detained when their flotilla attempted to breach Israel’ s naval blockade of Gaza say
they have been mistreated at the hands of Israeli soldiers, describing beatings, tasers and---

* WHO raises risk of Ebola outbreak in Congo to 'very high' at national level (2026-05-22
20:46)

The World Health Organization has raised the risk of the Bundibugyo strain of Ebola turning into
a national outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo to "very high".---

* Trump skips son's wedding as Iran talks continue (2026-05-22 20:45)

U.S. President Donald Trump confirmed Friday he would miss his son's wedding, insisting he
had to stay in Washington because of "circumstances pertaining to government." Trump had
said---

* Senators from both parties push Hegseth for action on Ukraine aid (2026-05-22 20:45)

A bipartisan group of senators is pushing back on delays by the Department of Defense in
sending $600 million in security aid to Ukraine and other allies in---

* Ex-prosecutor and other Trump critics sue to block payouts from 'anti-weaponization'
fund (2026-05-22 20:45)

A coalition of President Donald Trump's critics, including a fired prosecutor and a college
professor acquitted of assaulting federal agents at a protest, sued Friday to block payouts---

* Putin accuses Ukraine of deadly attack on student dorm, orders military to prepare
options (2026-05-22 20:45)

Russian President Vladimir Putin on Friday ordered his military to prepare options to retaliate
against Ukraine for what he described as a drone attack on a student dorm---

* Israeli airstrikes on southern Lebanon kill 10, including paramedics and a child, officials
say (2026-05-22 20:45)
Israeli airstrikes on southern Lebanon Friday killed 10 people, including six paramedics and a
Syrian girl, Lebanon’ s Health Ministry said, the latest in near-daily attacks from both sides:--
* Gabbard resigns as Trump's top U.S. intelligence official (2026-05-22 20:45)
Tulsi Gabbard said on Friday she is resigning from her job as President Donald Trump's director

of national intelligence, saying her husband had been diagnosed with a rare---

* Rubio sees progress in Iran talks, says more work to be done (2026-05-22 20:44)

The United States has seen some progress towards a deal with Iran but more work is required,
Secretary of State Marco Rubio said on Friday, while Iran's foreign---

* Albanian PM meets Takaichi (2026-05-22 20:44)
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Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama meets with Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi at the
prime minister's official residence in Tokyo on Friday.

« A proposed additive ban could change New York’ s pizza and bagels, some say for the
better (2026-05-22 20:42)

After more than a decade of mixing and kneading dough in his family’ s Brooklyn pizzeria,
Salvatore Lo Duca recently made a distressing discovery: A key component of their---

* Tuchel drops big names from England's World Cup squad (2026-05-22 20:40)

Big names were left out of England’ s World Cup squad on Friday, with Phil Foden and Cole
Palmer the most notable omissions from Thomas Tuchel’ s roster. There was--

* Asian shares track Wall Street gains and oil prices climb on uncertainty over the Iran war
(2026-05-22 07:32)

Asian shares advanced Friday following modest gains on Wall Street, while oil prices rose as
efforts to end the Iran war yielded limited results. Oil prices had eased---

* 61-year-old man arrested on suspicion of killing acquaintance in Yamaguchi Prefecture
(2026-05-22 07:24)

Police in Ube, Yamaguchi Prefecture, have arrested a 61-year-old man on suspicion of killing a
74-year-old acquaintance. The arrest warrant alleges that in late January, Misao Ohara killed---

* Premium Hokkaido melons fetch record ¥5.8 mil at season's 1st auction (2026-05-22 07:24)

A pair of premium melons grown on Japan's northern main island of Hokkaido fetched a record
5.8 million yen ($36,500) at the year's first auction on Friday, beating---

* Japan gov't to get access to Anthropic's latest Al: finance minister (2026-05-22 07:23)

The Japanese government is set to be granted access to U.S. startup Anthropic's latest artificial
intelligence model Claude Mythos later in the month, Finance Minister Satsuki Katayama said---

* Paul McCartney helps Stephen Colbert say goodbye to 'Late Show' (2026-05-22 07:00)

Comedian Stephen Colbert signed off from his late-night talk show on Thursday after 11
seasons with a sentimental chat with Beatles musician Paul McCartney and pointed jokes
about---

+ Official warns U.S. could halt immigration, customs processing at 'sanctuary city' airports,
sources say (2026-05-22 05:28)

Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin privately warned that authorities could stop
processing international travelers and cargo at major U.S. airports in "sanctuary cities" that
have declined to cooperate--
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* Investigation into King Charles' brother Andrew will be lengthy, UK police say (2026-05-22
05:26)

The British police investigation into Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor will be long and complex,
senior officers said on Friday, after his arrest earlier this year on suspicion of misconduct in---

* Canadiens pounce on Hurricanes early in 6-2 win to open Eastern Conference Final
(2026-05-22 03:24)

The Montreal Canadiens pounced for four first-period goals on slow-starting Carolina — coming
off the longest postseason break in more than a century — and handed the Hurricanes---

* California governor orders a plan to cope with Al job upheaval (2026-05-21 23:05)

California Governor Gavin Newsom on Thursday ordered officials to start work on a plan to
mitigate the job-destroying impact of artificial intelligence, the first U.S. state to do---

* 2-time NASCAR champ Kyle Busch dies at 41 after being hospitalized with a 'severe illness'
(2026-05-21 22:59)

Kyle Busch, a two-time Cup Series champion who won more races than anyone across
NASCAR’ s three national series, has died. He was 41. The Busch Family, Richard Childress---

* Towering statue of Pelé unveiled in Guadalajara ahead of the World Cup (2026-05-21
22:58)

A large statue of soccer great Pelé was unveiled Thursday in the Mexican city of Guadalajara to
commemorate his achievements with the Brazilian national team. Pelé, who died---

* French films tackle war and fascism as crunch election looms (2026-05-21 21:59)

A year out from a presidential election that could see France elect a far-right nationalist leader,
the country's filmmakers are releasing a series of movies set amid the---

* From conflict to cleaning, expo showcases China's drone dominance (2026-05-21 21:53)

Russians looking for drone interceptors brushed shoulders with entrepreneurs keen to see the
latest industrial cleaning technology at a massive industry expo showcasing China's dominance
of the drone---

* Man arrested for spraying liquid at Hiratsuka Police Station; 6 officers taken to hospital
(2026-05-21 21:51)

A man has been arrested after he entered a police station in Hiratsuka, Kanagawa Prefecture,
on Thursday morning and sprayed a toxic liquid on the counter. The incident---

* Japan to survey bear populations after surge in attacks on humans (2026-05-21 21:49)

The Environment Ministry will begin surveying bear populations in Japan's northeastern Tohoku
region and vicinity in June by setting up about 800 cameras in mountains, it said earlier---
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* Gov't eyes ¥3 tril extra budget to ease energy cost burden (2026-05-21 21:48)

The Japanese government is considering a supplementary budget of about 3 trillion yen for
fiscal 2026 to help households cope with surging energy prices amid prolonged tensions in---

* New LDP group launched to back PM Takaichi's policy agendas (2026-05-21 21:48)

A new group within Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party was launched on Thursday involving
most of its lawmakers, seeking to promote the national security and economic policy agendas---

* OpenAl to provide Japan gov't with advanced cybersecurity Al model (2026-05-21 21:48)

OpenAl, the U.S. developer of the artificial intelligence chatbot ChatGPT, said Thursday it will
provide the Japanese government and some companies with an AI model featuring advanced
cybersecurity---

* Segaert stuns with late breakaway for his first Grand Tour stage win in Giro (2026-05-21
21:46)

Alec Segaert claimed his first Grand Tour stage victory and Bahrain Victorious teammate Afonso
Euldlio increased his overall lead of the Giro d’ Italia on Thursday. The 12th stage---

* Mets starter Kodai Senga to begin minor league rehab assignment Friday (2026-05-21
21:46)

New York Mets pitcher Kodai Senga will make his first minor league rehab start Friday since
going on the injured list last month with lower back pain. The---

* Lewis Hamilton says he's staying in F1 despite people 'trying to retire me' (2026-05-21
21:46)

Lewis Hamilton has pushed back against what he calls people “trying to retire me” and insists
he'll be staying in Formula 1 for “quite some time” to come.--

* Sinner opens French Open against wild card as he chases a career Grand Slam
(2026-05-21 21:46)

Jannik Sinner won't have the crowd on his side when he starts his quest for a career Grand Slam
at the French Open. Sinner was on Thursday drawn---

* Gunmen open fire in two separate attacks in Honduras, killing at least 16 people
(2026-05-21 21:46)

Gunmen opened fire in two separate attacks Thursday on the Honduran coast, killing at least 16
people, including six police officers, police said. The first incident took place---

* Over 2,000 gather in San Diego to mourn three men killed in mosque attack (2026-05-21
21:46)
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More than 2,000 people gathered in a San Diego park on Thursday to mourn a security guard
and two other men murdered as they tried to stop this---

* Trump eases 'ridiculous' curbs on greenhouse gases used in refrigerants (2026-05-21
21:46)

U.S. President Donald Trump on Thursday announced the easing of curbs on a group of
powerful greenhouse gases commonly found in refrigerators and air conditioners. Republican
Trump slammed:---

* Turkey court rules to oust opposition leader in latest blow to Erdogan's challengers
(2026-05-21 21:46)

A Turkish court effectively ousted the main opposition leader Ozgur Ozel on Thursday, annulling
the 2023 party congress that elected him chairman in a ruling that dealt a---

* Facing intense internal pressure, DNC releases post-election autopsy that criticizes Kamala
Harris (2026-05-21 21:45)

Kamala Harris “wrote off rural America" during the 2024 presidential campaign and failed to
attack Donald Trump with sufficient “negative firepower," according to a long-awaited
post-election autopsy released---

* Ebola case confirmed in rebel-held Congo area far from outbreak's epicenter (2026-05-21
21:45)

A case of Ebola has been confirmed in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo's South Kivu
province, hundreds of kilometers from the outbreak's epicenter, the rebel alliance that controls
the...

* Trump says U.S. will send additional 5,000 troops to Poland (2026-05-21 21:45)

The United States will be sending an additional 5,000 troops to Poland, U.S. President Donald
Trump said on Thursday. Trump, in a Truth Social post, cited his relationship---

* Russia flexes nuclear muscles as tensions rise with NATO (2026-05-21 21:45)

Russia launched nuclear-capable missiles and issued nuclear munitions to some units on
Thursday as part of major nuclear exercises amid heightened tensions with NATO over the
Ukraine war---

* Rubio doubtful of diplomacy with Cuba as Trump raises new threat of military action
(2026-05-21 21:45)

President Donald Trump and America's top diplomat on Thursday again raised the specter of
U.S. military intervention in Cuba, a renewed threat that takes on greater weight a---
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+ U.S. and Iran still at odds on key issues, but Rubio sees some good signs (2026-05-21
21:45)

The U.S. and Iran stuck to opposing stances on Thursday over Tehran's uranium stockpile and
controls on the Strait of Hormuz, although U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio---

* Republican revolt over Trump 'weaponization' fund stalls ICE funding vote (2026-05-21
21:44)

U.S. Senate Republicans abandoned plans to vote on an ICE funding bill on Thursday in an act of
revolt over one of President Donald Trump's priorities: a $1.8+-

* In Ankara, Iran World Cup squad players start U.S. visa process (2026-05-21 21:41)

At least four Iranian footballers and one of their entourage went to the U.S. embassy in Ankara
Thursday to submit visa applications for the World Cup, an AFP---

* Maguire 'shocked' to be omitted from England World Cup squad (2026-05-21 21:41)

England defender Harry Maguire said Thursday he was "shocked and gutted" to have been left
out of Thomas Tuchel's World Cup squad. The German coach will name his---

* FIFA’ s big experiment may have made the World Cup too big for its own good
(2026-05-21 21:41)

A supersized World Cup with more teams, more games and even more host nations than ever
before leaves a big question hanging over the biggest sporting show on---

* Graveyard for electric buses (2026-05-21 21:40)

Abandoned electric buses that played a vital role at the Osaka-Kansai Expo 2025 are being
transported by large trucks to an undisclosed destination in Osaka. Osaka Metro Co---

* Osaka police ask public for help on girl missing since 2003 (2026-05-21 07:41)

Osaka prefectural police have appealed to the public for any information that might help them
find out what happened to a nine-year-old girl who went missing on May---

* Man talked out of suicide leap threat at Tokyo Immigration Bureau building (2026-05-21
07:41)

A man believed to be a Turkish national attempted to jump from the Tokyo Regional
Immigration Bureau building in Minato Ward on Wednesday. Police said the man escaped---

* Philippines orders arrest of fugitive senator sought by ICC (2026-05-21 07:15)

The Philippine government on Thursday ordered police to arrest a senator wanted by the
International Criminal Court over his role in ex-president Rodrigo Duterte's deadly drug
crackdown. Senator---
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* Ohtani homers on first pitch, then throws 5 sharp innings in Dodgers' 4-0 win over Padres
(2026-05-21 04:10)

Shohei Ohtani homered on the first pitch of the game before throwing five sharp innings of
three-hit ball in the Los Angeles Dodgers' 4-0 victory over the San---

* Australian judge fines X $465,000 for online safety breach after 3-year court battle
(2026-05-21 03:28)

An Australian judge fined X Corp A$650,000 ($465,000) on Thursday for failing to provide
information to an online safety watchdog in 2023 about how it tackled child sexual---

Source: Mainichi Daily News
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* Egyptian Ambassador to Japan Ragui El-Etreby on the Ties Between Two Ancient Cultures
(2026-05-27 18:01)

Egyptian Ambassador to Japan Ragui El-Etreby of Egypt came to the Nippon.com office in
Toramonon and told us some of the qualities he admires in the Japanese people. He also shares
his favorite Japane...

* Jomon Sugi: The Famed Ancient Tree of Yakushima (2026-05-27 18:01)

An Old-Growth GiantThe Jdmon Sugi is an ancient Japanese cedar (sugi) on Yakushima, an island
that is a UNESCO World Heritage site in Kagoshima Prefecture. This rugged old-growth tree is
massive and e...

* Japan Languishes at 62nd in Press Freedom Ranking (2026-05-27 18:01)

Chilling Effect on JournalismThe Paris-based organization Reporters Without Borders (RSF)
conducts research and shares information on the level of freedom of the press in 180 countries
and territories...

* Hana no Iwaya: The Cave of Izanami, Japan’ s Mother Creator (2026-05-27 18:01)

The Site of Japan&rsquo;s Creation MythCounted among Japan&rsquo;s oldest shrines, Hana no
Iwaya (&ldquo;flower cave&rdquo;) stands along the Shichirimihama coast of the Kii Peninsula,
facing the Paci...

« South-Facing Apartments Drop in Popularity Among Japan’ s Renters in Age of Extreme
Heat (2026-05-26 18:01)

Changing PrioritiesJapanese company Lifull compiled data from the rental property search
filters used on its real estate and housing platform Lifull Homes during 2025, converting them
into points to c...

* Innovative and Easy: Soy Sauce Dispensers and Miso Muddlers (2026-05-26 18:01)

A Precise Stop to Overseasoning&ldquo;I think it probably starts at sushi restaurants.&rdquo;
So surmises Iida Yata, the sixth-generation owner of Iidaya. He thinks that having liked using
soy sauce d...

« Rethinking Japan’ s National Defense: Takaichi Tackles the Three Security Documents
(2026-05-26 18:01)

Japan&rsquo;s Conflicted Postwar Security PolicyIn February 1945, as World War II was drawing
to an end, the heads of government of the &ldquo;Big Three&rdquo; Allied Powers&mdash;US
President Frankli...

* Survey of Young Japanese Shows Rising Profile of Self-Defense Forces (2026-05-25 18:01)

Nonnuclear Principles and the SDFThe attacks on Iran carried out jointly by the United States
and Israel in late February have had serious repercussions in the Middle East and in the
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international com...

* The Power of Connection: Driving Medical Advances from Japan with iPS Organoid
Research (2026-05-25 18:01)

Overcoming the Limits of Organ TransplantsWhen patients face organ failure due to serious
illness or accidents, transplants are the most effective way to keep them alive. However, as the
Japan OrganT...

« Japan’ s Military Spending Reaches Over ¥9 Trillion in 2025 (2026-05-24 18:01)

Spending at 1.4% of GDPThe Stockholm International Peace Research Institute recently
announced the results of its survey on global military spending in 2025. Japan remained in tenth
position, although...

« Color in the North: Hokkaidd’ s Seasonal Flora in Photos (2026-05-24 18:01)

Plants that Cross the North-South LineThe Tsugaru Strait, which separates Hokkaido from the
main island of Honsh, forms a zoogeographical boundary called Blakiston&rsquo;s Line. It is
named after Tho...

* From Spicy to Subtly Sweet: The Many Flavors of Negi (2026-05-23 18:01)

As a CondimentChopped raw negi is a standard condiment, often used as a topping for udon
and soba noodles. The color varies by region, with white being chosen most often in Kantd and
green in Kansai.K...

* Negi: The Green and White at the Core of Japanese Cuisine (2026-05-22 18:01)

A Green, Flavorful Staple of Japan&rsquo;s KitchenWhile it may not be the star, negi (Allium
fistulosum, a close relative of the leek) plays an important supporting role, or at least makes a
brief app...

* Japan’ s Middle East Oil Imports Drop by Two-Thirds in April (2026-05-22 06:01)

Closed to TrafficSince US and Israeli attacks instigated war with Iran on February 28, the Strait
of Hormuz, which is a chokepoint for oil transportation in the Middle East, has been effectively
close...

 New Book Tells the Story Behind Ado’ s Rise to Worldwide Fame (2026-05-21 18:01)

Discovering Vocaloid and Becoming Obsessed with MusicThe Japanese performing arts are
home to a growing number of &ldquo;masked singers,&rdquo; who never reveal their identities
to their fans. Leading...

* Bear Sightings and Attacks in Japan Jump to Record Highs (2026-05-21 18:01)

A Sharp IncreaseThe number of Asian black bear sightings across Japan rose to 50,776 in fiscal
2025, according to preliminary figures from the Ministry of the Environment. This was a sharp
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increase of...

Source: The Japan Times

«’ Geek’ hangout to tourist draw: Japan’ s maid cafes (2026-05-28 00:00)

Once niche "otaku" spaces, Japan's maid cafes now attract tourists, couples and families seeking
playful escapist entertainment.

« Trump’ sIran bind deepens with Hormuz shut and hawks pushing war (2026-05-27 23:02)

Adding to the challenge are his own comments lambasting his predecessors for deals similar to
the one that has the best chance of success.

« Rare komusubi title win bodes well for Wakatakakage’ s future (2026-05-27 13:12)

Wakatakakage is just the 11th man since 1931 to claim sumo's most important prize while
ranked at komusubi.

« Government to submit draft extra budget for fiscal 2026 on June 3 (2026-05-27 12:58)

Totaling over ¥3 trillion, the draft extra budget is aimed at increasing reserve funds in light of
Middle East tensions.

* Japan weighs criminal penalties for nuclear plant data fraud (2026-05-27 11:54)

The plan is being considered following earthquake risk data fraud by Chubu Electric Power over
its Hamaoka nuclear power plant in Shizuoka Prefecture.

«Iransays’ low’ possibility of return to war with U.S. (2026-05-27 11:30)
The statement came a day after Iran accused the U.S. of breaching the ceasefire in place since
April.

* Blair calls for ‘coherent plan’ before Labour ousts Starmer (2026-05-27 10:30)

Labour's electoral losses earlier this month sparked an internal rebellion as near a quarter of
the party's members of Parliament called for Starmer to go.

« First unit of JAXA’ s new ISS resupply craft completes missions (2026-05-27 10:20)

The HTV-X1 delivered supplies to the international space station and then carried out missions
in orbit around the Earth in and after March this year.

* Japan told that universities are a key to startup success (2026-05-27 08:43)

The dean of the University of California's business school explains how innovation
infrastructure can be developed.
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« Errant Ukrainian drones fuel tensions on NATO’ s eastern flank (2026-05-27 07:41)

The airspace incursions have occurred as Ukraine uses exploding drones to hit Russian Baltic
ports that handle nearly 40% of national oil and gas exports.

* In a single day, three democracies pushed back against Chinese transnational repression
(2026-05-27 07:29)

That three liberal democracies acted against Beijing's long arm on a single day was not
coordinated - but perhaps it should have been.

« Former Giants manager’ s daughter consulted ChatGPT before reporting altercation
(2026-05-27 06:53)

Shinnosuke Abe resigned from his position Tuesday following his arrest on suspicion of
physically assaulting his daughter.

* Climate change fueling growth of antibiotic-resistant salmonella (2026-05-27 06:53)

New research suggests warming temperatures and shifting rainfall patterns could accelerate
the spread of hard-to-treat infections.

« Samsung workers accept wage deal that averts chip plant strike (2026-05-27 06:53)

The agreement avoids what could have been a damaging strike for Samsung and the tech
industry amid shortages in the memory chip sector.

* Thai beer heir sexual abuse allegations ignite rare public reckoning (2026-05-27 06:41)

The high-profile case within the wealthy Thai beer brewing family has prompted a wave of
painful accounts from survivors of unconnected abuse in the conservative country.

* Police issue arrest warrant for potential mastermind in Tochigi murder case (2026-05-27
05:53)
The man fled to China after the incident in which a 69-year-old woman was killed at her home

during a break-in.

* Rice consumption in fiscal 2025 the lowest in seven years (2026-05-27 05:30)

The drop coincided with last summer's "Reiwa rice riots" when the staple disappeared from
supermarket shelves and prices surged nationwide.

«’ My jobis going’ : U.K. workers squeezed out by Al (2026-05-27 05:19)

In the U.K., where services account for around 80% of the economy, Al has become flexible, fast
and inexpensive competition for many white-collar workers.

* Canada and Bahamas impose Ebola-related travel bans (2026-05-27 05:15)
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The entrance ban of residents from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda and South
Sudan comes as the WHO raised the risk of the Bundibugyo strain to "very high."

« Japan welcomes Philippine’ s Marcos at Imperial Palace (2026-05-27 04:51)

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s visit is the first state guest visit to Japan by a Philippine
president since 2015.

* Japan enacts bill enabling digital issuance of local government bonds (2026-05-27 04:32)

At a plenary meeting, the Upper House passed legislation to revise multiple laws related to local
autonomy, based on proposals from local governments.

* Thunder top Spurs to move to brink of NBA Finals (2026-05-27 04:30)

Oklahoma City will head to San Antonio for Game 6 on Thursday with a chance to clinch the
series.

» Mizuho CEO floats idea of first outsized BOJ hike since 1990 (2026-05-27 03:41)

Masahiro Kihara says whether the BOJ raises rates in June or July is unlikely to have a big impact
on the market unless the increase is large.

« Wall Street’ s Al winner hunt leads to seasoning maker in Japan (2026-05-27 03:28)
The beneficiaries of the artificial intelligence buildout are spreading far beyond technology
high-flyers.

* How the intel bill showed Japan’ s new political reality (2026-05-27 03:24)

The debate surrounding the National Intelligence Council Law revealed less about Japan's
intelligence system than the current contours of the country's new political reality.

« Built for speed: Inside Japan’ s child protection system (2026-05-27 03:22)

In Japan, sources such as schools, neighbors, and the 189 hotline all feed into a child protection
system designed to surface potential risks early, even when certainty is low.

* Former Braves and Swallows slugger Bob Horner dies at 68 (2026-05-27 02:58)
Horner hit 31 home runs and batted .327 in 93 games for the Yakult Swallows in 1987.

* 70% of companies in Japan have no rules on social media conduct (2026-05-27 02:35)

A survey found that most firms leave posts to individual judgment despite concern about
information leaks and online conflicts.

* Former U.S. cybersecurity chief urges IT reform in Japan (2026-05-27 02:32)

Systems that have been deployed in Japan for 20-30 years have "many weaknesses," says Chris
Inglis, the first U.S. national cyber director.
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*Japan’ syounger generation enjoys genderless fashion (2026-05-27 02:29)

Many Japanese apparel companies are working to expand their product lineups and improve
store environments to cater to the growing trend of genderless fashion.

* EU firms warm to China even as tensions spiral over export surge (2026-05-27 02:24)

A new survey found about 35% of respondents were optimistic about their industry growing in
China over the next two years, up from a record low of 29% in 2025.

* Trump raises refugee ceiling by 10,000 to bring in more white South Africans (2026-05-27
02:18)

A signed presidential determination said white South Africans of Afrikaner ethnicity face an
emergency situation due to the "incitement of racially motivated violence."

«BO)’ s Ueda warns of oil shock’ s impact on entire inflation regime (2026-05-27 02:13)

Following the outbreak of the Middle East conflict, Ueda has repeatedly said that the central
bank needs to pay attention to upside inflation risks.

- Patrick Mahomes participates in Chiefs’ first practice (2026-05-27 02:13)

Mahomes tore his left anterior cruciate ligament and lateral collateral ligamentin the Chiefs'
Dec. 14 loss to the Los Angeles Chargers.

« Naumann’ s elephant may have gone extinct in Japan 10,000 years earlier than thought
(2026-05-27 02:13)

Up until now, the widely accepted theory was that the elephant disappeared from the Japanese
archipelago about 24,000 years ago.

* Bryson DeChambeau remains optimistic about future of LIV Golf (2026-05-27 01:55)

The league is reportedly seeking $250 million to $350 million in funding to continue operations
beyond this year.

* China expands travel curbs to top Al talent at private firms (2026-05-27 01:55)

Government agencies have begun imposing restrictions on individuals involved in advanced Al
work and considered strategically important to the country.

* A warning to critical minerals buyers: avoid butter mountains, aluminium floods
(2026-05-27 01:49)

In the 1980s and 1990s, subsidies, cheap energy and price guarantees fueled overproduction of
various products which flooded markets, tanked prices and spread pain globally.

* Ayear after glacier collapse, Blatten residents rebuild lives in Swiss Alps (2026-05-27 01:48)
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Resilience and a promise to return are propelling plans to rebuild the village.

* Apple, Google blast Canada’ s plan to give police more access to citizens’ data
(2026-05-27 01:36)

The Canadian government is defending the Lawful Access Act, saying it's designed to ensure
police have the legal tools to "prevent, investigate and respond" to modern crime.

* Nikkei tops 66,000 for first time in morning (2026-05-27 01:34)

The index of 225 selected issues listed on the Tokyo Stock Exchange's Prime section hit a high of
66,428.81 on Wednesday morning, up 1,432.72 points from Tuesday.

* French Open fans and players try to beat heat at sweltering Roland Garros (2026-05-27
01:33)

Roland Garros's medical staff treated 25 people on on Monday and about 15 by the middle of
Tuesday afternoon, fire and safety officer Michel Franco Durand said.

* Pentagon spars with SpaceX over Starlink price hike during Iran war (2026-05-27 01:26)

The disagreement over Starlink's use on suicide drones is part of increasing tensions between
SpaceX and the Pentagon over Starlink pricing in recent months.

* Rubio seeks to repair U.S.-India relations after Trump-era strains (2026-05-27 01:12)

Several pillars of the U.S.-India relationship have been undermined under U.S. President Donald
Trump.

* PSG hoping to take place among greats with back-to-back Champions League titles
(2026-05-27 01:07)

Stopping Luis Enrique's thrilling PSG side has proven to be impossible for everyone over the last
18 months.

* Ukraine expects NATO summit to discuss funding despite trouble securing backing
(2026-05-27 01:07)

Ukrainian Ambassador to Turkey Nariman Dzhelialov suggests each NATO member contributes
a small proportion of its budget.

- Deeply entrenched gender roles a key factor in Japan’ s low birthrate (2026-05-27 00:55)

A survey has found that many women in rural areas feel constrained by social norms, which
could lead to a demographic crisis if left unaddressed.

« On Dragon Quest’ s 40th anniversary, ‘it’ simpossible to ignore its influence’
(2026-05-26 23:00)
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The famous JRPG franchise that developers around the world say set the standard for the genre
turns 40 on May 27.

* Iran says new U.S. strikes violate ceasefire (2026-05-26 22:15)

The war has caused an unprecedented oil supply shock, pushing up the costs of fuel, fertilizer
and food.

* Israel pounds Lebanon with strikes, expands ground operations past security zone
(2026-05-26 22:05)

The bombing raids further strained a ceasefire announced on April 16 that was meant to halt
fighting between Israel and Hezbollah.

* Shueisha turns 100 with an eye on the future of manga (2026-05-26 12:15)

Japan's record-breaking manga publisher Shueisha marks 100 years in the business with a slew
of projects that make its titles more accessible to readers.

* Nippon Life books its first impairment loss in current bond rout (2026-05-26 11:35)

Nippon Life Insurance, Japan's largest life insurer, wrote down ¥70 billion ($440 million) in the
year ended March 31.

« Takaichi stresses ’ great significance’ of retrial system reform (2026-05-26 11:09)

The government bill prohibits in principle public prosecutors from filing appeals against court
decisions to start retrials.

* Former Japan trading house head warns of naphtha supply crunch (2026-05-26 11:07)

Former Marubeni chair says Japan is likely to face a shortage of naphtha-derived chemical
products as early as the end of June.

* Social media as bad for children as smoking, British doctors say (2026-05-26 09:14)

Britain is considering restricting children's access to social media, including a possible ban for
children under the age of 16.

- Taiwan tracks second Chinese * combat’ patrol in a week, sends ships and jets to
monitor (2026-05-26 08:58)
China has pressured Taiwan by increasing its military presence around the island, and Taipei is
on high alert following a summit between the U.S. and Chinese leaders.
* North Korea fires ballistic missile into Yellow Sea (2026-05-26 08:58)

Pyongyang may using the missiles tests to take advantage of eroding international norms to
cement its nuclear status.
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* South Korea aims to launch first nuclear-powered submarine by mid-2030s (2026-05-26
08:58)

The move could reshape Asia's security landscape and escalate an underwater arms  race.

* China defense minister expected to again skip Singapore security forum (2026-05-26 08:57)

Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun will likely skip the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore this
weekend, according to people familiar with the matter.

« ‘Quad’ diplomatstout ‘concrete’ deliverables in bid to resuscitate partnership
(2026-05-26 08:24)

Officials emphasized a clear future for the four-nation grouping, announcing new initiatives on
critical minerals, maritime security and energy security.

* Record number of students in Japan need help learning Japanese (2026-05-26 08:22)

As of May 2025, a total of 84,759 students at public elementary, junior high, high and special
needs schools required support, a government survey shows.

* Why youths have become central to tokuryd crimes (2026-05-26 08:22)

The easy recruitment of younger people online has driven a shift from fraud to robbery,
sometimes leading to murder.

* Lower House approves bill to revise personal information protection law (2026-05-26
08:14)

The bill includes a provision requiring businesses that repeatedly commit violations to pay fines
equivalent to the earned profit to state coffers.

« ‘Nexttime, I' Il stabyou’ :Russia sees spate of wartime school attacks (2026-05-26
07:25)

There have been at least 14 reported attacks in schools and other educational institutions in
Russia so far this year compared with 15 in the whole of 2025.

* Japan Cosmetic Association head guilty of bribing University of Tokyo researchers
(2026-05-26 07:17)

The Tokyo District Court sentenced Koichi Hikichi to one year in prison for bribery linked to joint
research with the university.

* When war moves at machine speed, politics must not fall behind (2026-05-26 07:04)

Drones, electronic warfare, satellite imagery, battlefield software and rapid technological
adaptation have become part of the daily reality of war in Ukraine.

* Abe exits as Giants manager after allegedly assaulting daughter (2026-05-26 06:46)
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"I have caused great trouble to many baseball fans, pro baseball officials and the company
through my family troubles," Shinnosuke Abe said.

* Redistricting is making a mockery of American democracy (2026-05-26 06:16)

This history demonstrates something profound about the nature of democracy: The design of
an electoral system makes a huge difference in the results it delivers.

« Morgan Stanley hires SocGen’ s former head of Japan regional bank sales (2026-05-26
06:01)

Naoyuki Kumon left Societe Generale earlier this year and started at Morgan Stanley MUFG
Securities this week to work in a similar role.

* The Japan Times Destination Restaurants NS HFOFE L X 5 > &EFKR (2026-05-26
06:00)

MRS T v N\ LR (Ft: RREBTRAEHRX ARGESERTER RMGRF ) 3560
The Japan Times Destination Restaurants DXEL A LSV ERRUE U,

* Prudential Life Insurance posts 12.6% profit dip after employee fraud (2026-05-26 05:55)

It came to light in January that more than 100 former and current employees had fraudulently
received about ¥3.1 billion from roughly 500 customers.

* DIY and lifestyle store Hands exits Shibuya after 48 years (2026-05-26 05:33)

Beloved for its selection of stationery and crafts, as well as woodworking and gardening
supplies, retailer Hands announced it will close its Shibuya location after 48 years.

* Actor files lawsuit against TikTok operator over Al-generated voice use (2026-05-26 04:33)

The lawsuit, filed with the Tokyo District Court by Kenjiro Tsuda last November, is believed to be
the first of its kind in Japan.

« The Ukrainians are doing better, now it" s the Europeans’ turn (2026-05-26 03:58)

Overall, the nature of the battlefield has changed in ways that blunt Russia's overwhelming
advantages in manpower, artillery and armor.

* Solar in space is a solution in search of a problem (2026-05-26 03:32)

The thinking behind space solar makes some sense: The sun doesn't always shine on Earth,
which means solar panels on the ground aren't always gathering energy.

* Knicks sweep Cavs to make first NBA Finals since 1999 (2026-05-26 03:23)

The 37-point defeat was the Cavaliers' largest ever in a playoff home game.
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* MUFG exploring options for stake in Indonesian lender Danamon, sources say (2026-05-26
03:15)

Indonesia has given listed companies up to three years to increase their public floats as part of
reforms to boost transparency.

* Pope says Al should be ‘disarmed’ to avoid dominating humanity (2026-05-26 03:14)

Pope Leo XIV said artificial intelligence should be "disarmed” to protect humanity from its
dangers, adding his voice to a heated debate over the extent to which governments should
regulate a technology that is reshaping the world.

* Spain leaves out Real Madrid players as Barcelona dominates World Cup squad
(2026-05-26 02:43)

It is the first time that Spain will go to a World Cup without a Real Madrid player in its squad, a
striking absence for the 15-time Champions League winner.

* Working-class Rayo Vallecano defies the odds to contest first European final (2026-05-26
02:42)

From the narrow streets of Vallecas to a European final in Leipzig, Rayo Vallecano has turned a
season of conflict and resilience into the biggest night in its history.

* Taiwan drone exports soar on Ukraine war (2026-05-26 02:40)

Low-cost drones used for reconnaissance and strikes are in high demand as global governments
boost defense spending amid intensifying conflicts.

« Imai combines with relievers for MLB’ s first no-hitter since 2024 (2026-05-26 02:36)
Tatsuya Imai (2-2) walked four batters and struck out two over a career-high six innings.

* For minorities, fear of World Cup immigration curbs overshadows soccer devotion
(2026-05-26 02:21)

The risk of ICE activity around U.S. matches has sparked concerns among the Hispanic
community, 20% of the U.S. population, and the Haitian community.

* Iran war poses new threat to harvests in hunger-stricken Sudan (2026-05-26 02:10)

Sudan is particularly vulnerable to the fallout from the Iran crisis as it relies on the Persian Gulf
for more than half of its fertilizer needs, according to U.N. data.

« Japan slips to world’ s no. 3 creditor behind Germany and China (2026-05-26 02:06)

Japan's net external assets rose to an all-time high at the end of 2025, but the total was
surpassed by China's, which climbed at a faster pace.

* Former execs of Al developer Alt found guilty of window dressing (2026-05-26 01:56)
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Katsuya Asai, 46, and Takayuki Ariizumi, 53, were given suspended prison sentences, and the
Tokyo-based company was fined ¥300 million.

* Hiroshima atomic bomb museum to be reservation-only from Aug. 8 to 16 (2026-05-26
01:46)

The Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, which documents the world's first atomic bombing in
August 1945, will start accepting online reservations as early as this month.

« TSMC’ s relentless rise powers Taiwan’ s market value above India (2026-05-26 01:44)

The island's market capitalization climbed to $4.95 trillion as of Monday, while India's value has
dropped to $4.92 trillion.

* Japan cable maker rout exposes cracks in Al infrastructure rally (2026-05-26 01:34)

Fujikura almost halved in value in the week through May 20 as investors rushed to dump its
stock following a disappointing earnings forecast and lackluster medium-term plan.

* SpaceX debut draws a crowd, but few recent hot IPOs outpace the market (2026-05-26
01:27)

The space exploration company is expected to target a $1.75 trillion valuation, but an analysis
shows there is no guarantee investors will make money.

* Ebola patients flee in attacks on Congo health facilities, hobbling response (2026-05-26
01:10)

At least three such incidents have occurred in the northeastern province of Ituri where the first
Ebola cases were reported.

* The changing face of Japan’ s consumer electronics industry (2026-05-26 00:57)

A new wave in the "Made in Japan" home appliances sector is seeing companies from other
industries enter the market even as major manufacturers pull out due to unprofitability.

* Carney warns of ‘dangerous bluff’ in Alberta vote, citing Brexit (2026-05-26 00:48)
Last week, Alberta Premier Danielle Smith pledged to call a referendum in October on whether
the energy-rich province should stay in Canada.

- Iran’ s top envoys discussing potential peace deal with Qatar PM, official says

(2026-05-26 00:33)

The talks focused primarily on the Strait of Hormuz and Iran's stockpile of highly enriched

uranium, as well as frozen Iranian funds.

+ U.S. attacks missile sites in Iran, despite ceasefire (2026-05-26 00:28)
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U.S. forces attacked missile sites in southern Iran and boats trying to lay mines on Monday, as
top Iranian negotiators arrived in Doha for talks to end the war.

* Israel will intensify Lebanon strikes amid U.S.-Iran deal talks (2026-05-26 00:27)

Iran has demanded the cessation of hostilities in Lebanon as part of any peace agreement with
the U.S. that would reopen the Strait of Hormuz.

* Lavrov tells Rubio to evacuate U.S. diplomats, citizens from Kyiv (2026-05-25 23:11)

Ukraine came under a massive Russian drone and missile barrage on Sunday that included an
Oreshnik ballistic missile.

* Trump links Abraham Accords to any Iran deal (2026-05-25 22:13)

Public mistrust of Israel in Muslim nations remains high over the scale of its military offensive in
Gaza.

* War-hardened Kyiv residents return to routine after Russian strikes (2026-05-25 22:10)

The strikes between late Saturday and early Sunday were among the heaviest on Kyiv since
Russia invaded in February 2022, leaving four people dead and multiple buildings destroyed.

* Giants manager Shinnosuke Abe arrested for allegedly assaulting daughter (2026-05-25
19:21)

Abe, 47, who was apprehended at his home, admitted to the allegation against him.

* Takaichi unveils $19 billion extra budget, reassures on bond issuance (2026-05-25 11:48)

The supplementary budget marks a reversal from Takaichi's previous remarks ruling out the
need for extra spending.

* Remains of 193 Japanese war dead added to National Cemetery (2026-05-25 08:42)

The addition brought the total number of people laid to rest at the Chidorigafuchi National
Cemetery in Tokyo's Chiyoda Ward to 371,167.

* Japanese tanker Idemitsu Maru arrives in Aichi after exiting Strait of Hormuz (2026-05-25
08:24)

The oil tanker is the first to return to Japan through the strait since war broke out in Iran.

* NTT Docomo sells Tokyo land plots for ¥59 billion, joining boom (2026-05-25 07:43)

Foreign and domestic investors have been flocking to Japan's real estate market to buy
properties that have risen in price but are still seen as having scope to gain.

* Toshifumi Suzuki, pioneer of Japanese convenience stores, dies at age 93 (2026-05-25
07:22)
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Suzuki, who is most well known for bringing 7-Eleven stores to Japan, had most recently served
as an honorary adviser to the company.

« China’ s Huawei reveals chip design breakthrough amid U.S. sanctions (2026-05-25 07:08)

China is seen as unlikely to reach Huawei's target through conventional manufacturing alone
because of restricted access to advanced lithography tools and other technologies.

* Teachers struggle to support children who refuse to attend school (2026-05-25 06:26)

One school principal in Miyagi Prefecture says more teachers are struggling to be accepted by
the families of children who won't go to school.

« Woman accused of murder in Hokkaido girl’ s fall from bridge pleads not guilty
(2026-05-25 05:44)

Another accused of conspiring in the murder is currently serving a 23-year sentence.

« Huawei’ s’ chip queen’ etches her name in China’ s tech folklore (2026-05-25 05:31)

He Tingbo's career has tracked Huawei's rise, its struggle following U.S. sanctions, and then a
rebirth as the core driver of China's mission to become a high-tech juggernaut.

* Nidec boss hints at more M&A; deals once scandals abate (2026-05-25 05:22)

CEO Mitsuya Kishida has underlined regaining trust as the Kyoto-based electric motor
manufacturer's top priority.

* Victor Wembanyama leads way as Spurs rout Thunder to even series (2026-05-25 05:00)

San Antonio pulled even at 2-2 in the best-of-seven series, with Game 5 on Tuesday in
Oklahoma City, and Game 6 back in San Antonio on Thursday.

* Father still searching for answers 29 years after Kobe child murders (2026-05-25 04:29)

For 70-year-old Mamoru Hase, whose son was one of two elementary schoolchildren killed by a
14-year-old boy in 1997, there is no such thing as closure.

* Mysterious odor at luxury mall in Ginza leaves at least 15 feeling unwell (2026-05-25 04:21)

Police and the Tokyo Fire Department are investigating the cause of the odor.

* Japan bond yield surge widens regional bank stock divide (2026-05-25 03:46)

When lenders have holdings that are vulnerable to higher yields, they're punished by investors
for the unrealized losses.

* Xi strongly criticized Takaichi over Japan’ s ‘remilitarization’ during Trump summit
(2026-05-25 03:35)
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The Chinese leader became visibly agitated over Japan's increased defense spending, in one of
the most heated parts of his summit with the U.S. president, a media report said.

« Drone games put Ukraine’ s best military pilots to the test (2026-05-25 03:32)

Drone technology has transformed the war in Ukraine, with enemy soldiers fearful of young
men using video game consoles to operate strike drones packed with explosives.

* Even at home, American shoppers are flocking to Japanese supermarkets (2026-05-25
03:02)

Aisles lined with signs written in kanji and hiragana transport shoppers doing their regular
grocery shopping to Japan.

* Sakura Internet eyes more spending to meet Al data center demand (2026-05-25 02:51)

The data center operator is eyeing an allocation of as much as ¥20 billion to ¥30 billion ($125
million to $190 million) this fiscal year, founder and CEO Kunihiro Tanaka has said.

* School raises rights and dignity awareness through sexuality education (2026-05-25 02:51)

Guidelines from UNESCO and others outline eight key concepts of comprehensive sexuality
education, including relationships, human rights, understanding gender and staying safe.

* Dread and denial at heart of deadly Congo Ebola outbreak (2026-05-25 02:06)

Many in the outbreak's epicenter are split between criticism of the government's response and
denial of the disease's very existence.

* Taiwan urges $630 billion asset management industry to scale up (2026-05-25 01:58)

Taiwan must scale up its largest asset managers if it hopes to compete as a regional financial
hub against international rivals, according to the top financial regulator.

* Why these are sobering times for alcohol companies (2026-05-25 01:57)

For years, the industry relied on drinking remaining deeply woven into social life and consumer
culture, but health concerns and tighter budgets are prompting people to drink less.

« Africa’ s business capital is on the brink of financial collapse (2026-05-25 01:50)

Water and power outages are frequent in Johannesburg, and many of the abandoned high-rises
in the city center have been appropriated by armed gangs who extract rent from squatters.

* Nikkei Stock Average tops 65,000 for first time (2026-05-25 01:44)

The broader Topix index on the Tokyo Stock Exchange also reached a record intraday high, at
3,953.89.
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* Three people plead guilty over fatal 2024 assault of Hokkaido university student
(2026-05-25 01:42)

A total of six people have been indicted in the case of suspected robbery resulting in the death
of a 20-year-old in Ebetsu, Hokkaido.

* With ice cream and giant fans, hajj pilgrims battle searing heat (2026-05-25 01:32)

Saudi Arabia's National Center for Meteorology has predicted daytime temperatures this week
would hover between 42 and 47 degrees Celsius in Mecca during the Hajj.

* As bee population collapses, U.S. apiarists fear research cuts (2026-05-25 01:24)

America's beekeepers are losing colonies at record rates, and many fear the shutdown of a key
USDA bee lab will make the crisis even harder to contain.

« On London’ s streets, facial recognition tests the balance between security and liberty
(2026-05-25 01:20)

Britain has long been one of the world's heaviest users of CCTV cameras in public spaces, and
Londoners can be caught on film up to several hundred times a day.

* Japan regulator urges firms to use cash for growth, not returns (2026-05-25 01:00)

Shifting more of the country's wealth held by businesses and households to fund expansion is a
key pillar of Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's economic revitalization effort.

* New Zealand to ease golden visa investment criteria to allow philanthropy (2026-05-25
00:51)

Demand for New Zealand's golden visa — which offers residency in exchange for investments
— has been strong since the government revamped the rules in April 2025.

* Turkish police force ousted opposition out of headquarters as crisis deepens (2026-05-25
00:48)

Ankara's governor ordered the eviction of those inside the Republican People's Party's
headquarters after a court ousted the party's leader, Ozgur Ozel, on Thursday.

* West Ham facing uncertain future after Premier League relegation (2026-05-25 00:41)

Fans' anger on Sunday was directed at the ownership, whose mismanagement has seen the
club spurn the chance to establish itself in the top flight.

* Philippine building collapses, trapping at least 30 people (2026-05-25 00:36)

High temperatures and the lack of proper equipment are hampering the rescue effort.

* China launches crewed space flight as part of moon ambitions (2026-05-25 00:18)
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A key experiment will be one of the crew staying for a year in orbit to study the effects of a long
stay in microgravity as part of China's preparations for future lunar missions.

« Kimi Antonelli benefits from George Russell’ s misfortune to win Canadian GP
(2026-05-25 00:08)

Championship leader Kimi Antonelli increased his lead over George Russell from 18 to 43 points
after five grands  prix, all won by Mercedes, and three Saturday sprints.

* Novak Djokovic gets past tricky opponent to begin French Open campaign (2026-05-24
23:38)

Taylor Fritz became was early casualty as the year's second Grand Slam got underway on
Sunday.

* He told his wife he was ‘coming home.” Then he disappeared. (2026-05-24 22:30)

One family's search reveals Japan's growing crisis of dementia-related disappearances.

« Russia hits Ukraine with Oreshnik missile in one of war’ s biggest attacks on Kyiv
(2026-05-24 22:18)

The overnight barrage killed at least four and wounded nearly 100, according to Ukrainian
officials.

* Trump says there is no rush for Iran deal, U.S. blockade stays (2026-05-24 22:12)

The two sides remain at odds on several issues, including Iran's nuclear ambitions, Israel's war
in Lebanon and Tehran's demands for the lifting of sanctions.

* Japanese listed firms log record net profits in 2025 (2026-05-24 12:20)

The figure for the year ended in March hit a record high for the fifth consecutive year, thanks to
rosy earnings of semiconductor- and data center-related companies.

* Police obtain arrest warrant for man in Hyogo murder case (2026-05-24 12:20)

The man's whereabouts are unknown, a situation prompting the Hyogo Prefectural Police
Department to launch an open investigation into the case.

* LDP, JIP and DPP seek emergency clause in Constitution (2026-05-24 08:51)

The LDP's Yoshitaka Shindo said, "If a state of emergency coincides with an election period, how
will we run the country?"

* Japan imperial couple likely to visit Kumamoto in September (2026-05-24 08:07)

During an envisaged two-day visit, the emperor and the empress are expected to inspect
progress in reconstruction programs in areas devastated by earthquakes in 2016.
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« Starmer’ s lame duck status risks policymaking paralysis in U.K. (2026-05-24 07:24)

Starmer's political support has collapsed in the wake of a devastating round of local elections
for his governing Labour Party this month.

« London next step in all-women Athlos’ goal to be’ F1 of track and field” (2026-05-24
06:52)

The London event will take place at the 10,500-capacity stadium of English rugby giant Saracens
in Barnet.

« China coal mine blast tests limits of Xi’ s energy security push (2026-05-24 06:04)

Friday night's blast, which left at least 82 dead, is already prompting a response which belies the
scale of the coal mine's operation.

+ U.S. informs Japan of Tomahawk missile delivery delays: report (2026-05-24 05:46)

The Japanese government has signed a contract with the U.S. government to acquire up to 400
Tomahawk missiles between fiscal 2025 and fiscal 2027.

* National teams may look to club level for World Cup-winning tactics (2026-05-24 05:34)

As tactical systems at elite clubs become more advanced, the world's top national teams may be
best suited to borrow elements from their ways of playing.

* Pilgrims from the West flock to hajj despite Mideast war (2026-05-24 05:27)

For many, the chance to perform the sacrosanct Muslim rite has taken precedence over the
fears of instability caused by the war against Iran.

* Dozens feared trapped after building collapses in Philippines (2026-05-24 05:27)

Around 30 to 40 people are feared trapped after a nine-story building under construction
collapsed in Angeles City, north of the Philippine capital, a city official said Sunday.

* California seeks novel solution as chemical tank heats up, risking catastrophe (2026-05-24
05:23)
Evacuation orders remained in place for an area covering tens of thousands of people in the

Garden Grove suburb of Los Angeles.

* Surging Knicks beat Cavs to move to brink of NBA Finals (2026-05-24 04:33)

The Knicks seized a commanding 3-0 lead in the best-of-seven Eastern Conference finals and
can complete a sweep in Game 4 on Monday in Cleveland.

« Philippine leader’ s state visit to Japan to focus on shoring up defense ties (2026-05-24
04:24)
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Energy security will also be on the agenda for Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s trip to
Tokyo — the first state visit by the country's leader in more than a decade.

* Japan’ s automotive industry is driving — slowly — toward a greener future (2026-05-24
03:50)

While major carmakers have committed to cut emissions, the industry's slow shift to EVs means
that it faces a high hurdle if it wants to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050.

* Iran switches World Cup base from U.S. to Mexico (2026-05-24 03:31)

The Iranian team will now be based in Tijuana on the border of Mexico and the United States.

* Gael Monfils thankful to have inspired other Black tennis players (2026-05-24 03:11)

Former women's world No. 1 Naomi Osaka, who was part of the celebrations, hailed Monfils for
his role in growing the game through his presence and success.

* In first for Japanese, Tao Okamoto shares Best Actress award at Cannes (2026-05-24 02:53)

Okamoto shared the honor with Belgium's Virginie Efira for their roles in the drama "All of a
Sudden" by Japanese director Ryusuke Hamaguchi.

« Nintendo gamers love surprises. Investors don’ t. (2026-05-24 01:41)

The stock selloff is not entirely irrational: Investors can't value what they don't know and
Nintendo's plans for this year are a mystery.

* Hidankyo voices disappointment as nuclear nonproliferation talks fail (2026-05-24 01:14)

The NPT review conference failed to adopt a final document for the third consecutive meeting
due chiefly to differences over Iran's nuclear development program.

* North Korea’ s Naegohyang FC ready to take on world after winning Asian crown
(2026-05-24 01:03)

Naegohyang Women's FC beat Tokyo Verdy Beleza 1-0 in the final in the South Korean city of
Suwon, thanks to captain Kim Kyong Yong's goal just before halftime.

* Japan may add farming and anime courses to technical colleges (2026-05-24 00:56)

In response to many local governments aiming to establish new "kdsen" technical colleges, the
ministry hopes to develop talent in a wide range of areas.

* Alberta premier stakes political future on Canada secession vote (2026-05-24 00:56)

Alberta Premier Danielle Smith is walking a political tightrope, with each side complaining she's
doing the work of the other.

* Climate change threatens global plant species as habitats shrink (2026-05-24 00:49)
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Some of the plants  that make familiar landscapes recognizable may not survive by century's
end.

* Origin of crab walk dates back some 200 million years (2026-05-24 00:49)

The team recorded movements of 50 crab species — 35 species that had adopted sideways
walking and 15 species that walked forward.

* Indonesia plans to beat global trading giants at their own game (2026-05-24 00:27)

Under a surprise plan, the country will take control of exports of the country's major
commodities — a sweeping move reminiscent of the country's authoritarian past.

* Oleksandr Usyk survives scare from Rico Verhoeven to retain heavyweight titles
(2026-05-23 23:57)

Until the controversial stoppage, Verhoeven had proved to be more than a tricky competitor
and gave Usyk a huge scare.

« Ukraine’ s Zelenskyy calls associate EU membership proposal * unfair’ (2026-05-23
23:55)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy lambasted the idea because it would leave Kyiv
without a voice inside the bloc.

* Secret Service shot man near White House after he opened fire (2026-05-23 23:53)

The man had been pacing along the street for some time before drawing the weapon and firing,
and was struck by agents.

* Barbaric tastes: The pickled Portuguese dish that won over Japan (2026-05-23 23:05)

A refreshingly piquant bite for increasingly warm days, this medley of Portuguese and Japanese
flavors works as both an appetizer and main dish.

« What I ate at SONoMa, Kyoto’ s newest fine-dining restaurant (2026-05-23 23:00)
At SoNoMa, chef Kyle Connaughton filters Kyoto fine dining through a distinctly Californian
sensibility.

* Congo faces surge in Ebola cases as key medical tools run short (2026-05-23 22:44)

The outbreak is caused by the rare Bundibugyo strain of the virus and has no approved vaccine
or antibody treatment.

* Ukraine’ s capital Kyiv hit by massive missile and drone attack (2026-05-23 22:38)

The attack came after Putin ordered his military to prepare options for retaliation against
Ukraine for a drone strike on a student dorm in the Russian-occupied Luhansk region.
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* Quiet Chinese county hit by deadly coal mine disaster (2026-05-23 22:34)

A total of 128 people were sent to the hospital for treatment.

« Trump says framework of Iran deal ’ largely negotiated,” with provision to reopen strait
(2026-05-23 21:55)

Iran had said earlier on Saturday that it was working toward a memorandum of understanding
laying out an approach to ending the war.

* Nordic noir meets Japanese occultin  ‘Blood and Sweat’ (2026-05-23 08:25)

The Finnish-Japanese coproduction evolves from a classic detective drama into a fun, pulpy
thriller, blending Japan's folklore with sharp plotting.

+ U.S. soldier in Japan sent to prosecutors over sexual assault (2026-05-23 07:25)

The U.S. Army solider was referred to prosecutors on charges including nonconsensual sexual
intercourse resulting in injury.

* Japan trade minister holds brief talks with Chinese counterpart amid diplomatic row
(2026-05-23 07:25)

Trade minister Ryosei Akazawa is the most senior Japanese official to visit China since a
diplomatic dispute between the two countries erupted in November.

* Death toll jumps to at least 82 in China coal mine blast (2026-05-23 05:38)

Nine were still missing in the gas explosion that occurred late Friday at the Liushenyu coal mine
in Qinyuan county, with 247 workers on duty underground.

* Three months in, is Trump losing the Iran war? (2026-05-23 05:04)

With Iran's grip on the Strait of Hormuz, its resistance to nuclear concessions and its
government largely intact, doubts are growing that Trump can pull out a geopolitical win.

+ U.S. arms sales to Taiwan unrelated to Iran war, source says (2026-05-23 04:55)

Acting U.S. Navy Secretary Hung Cao told a Senate panel hearing that arms sales to Taiwan were
paused to make sure the U.S. had the munitions needed for the war in Iran.

* New Zealand to invest in drones and fleet to shield maritime routes (2026-05-23 04:54)

Defense Minister Chris Penk said the government will invest in two types of drones: one for the
southwest Pacific and another that can operate from ships in the Southern Ocean.

* The Asian workers keeping Greenland in business (2026-05-23 04:48)

According to Greenland's employers' association, five to 6% of workers on the island are Asian,
drawn by the tourism sector.
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« SpaceX’ s Starship flight hits most targets in pre-IPO test (2026-05-23 02:58)

The outcome could boost investor confidence ahead of SpaceX's initial public offering next
month, expected to be the largest in history.

* Pakistan Army chief in Tehran as Iran weighs U.S. peace offer (2026-05-23 02:49)

But disagreements between Tehran and Washington remain "deep and extensive," an Iranian
Foreign Ministry spokesman said.

* Trump call with Taiwan leader Lai Ching-te not yet planned, sources say (2026-05-23 02:30)

Officials from the U.S. and Taiwan have been in touch about the prospect of a call, but no
concrete plans have yet been put in place.

* Trump tells Kevin Warsh to do  ‘own thing’ as Fed chair sworn in (2026-05-23 02:27)

Warsh, who has promised the biggest shakeup in decades at the U.S. central bank, was sworn
into office Friday in a White House ceremony as the 17th chair of the Fed.

« Tulsi Gabbard resigns as Trump’ s top U.S. intelligence official (2026-05-23 02:14)

Gabbard cited her husband's battle with bone cancer, but a source familiar with the matter said
that she had been forced out by the White House.

« Chinese missiles and robots find warm welcome in EU’ s backyard (2026-05-23 02:08)

If the European Union has a red line in Serbia's relationship to China, President Aleksandar
Vucic may be getting close.

* Trump to make foreign nationals leave U.S. to apply for green cards (2026-05-23 01:53)
The change could have far-reaching ramifications for legal immigration amid President Donald
Trump's sweeping crackdown.

* U.S. weighs chip tariffs to spur domestic growth, trade chief says (2026-05-23 01:49)
U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer stressed the importance of using import duties to
bring chip production back to the U.S.

* Experimental treatments could help U.S. Ebola patient (2026-05-23 01:30)
There are no vaccines or known drugs specifically approved to treat the rare Bundibugyo strain
of Ebola in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

* U.N. nuclear nonproliferation talks fail (2026-05-23 00:56)
Negotiators were reviewing the nuclear Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, the cornerstone of

nuclear weapons control, amid fears of a renewed arms race.

* Takaichi considering new quota for growth investment (2026-05-22 23:39)
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The plan would cover 17 growth areas, including artificial intelligence and semiconductors, to
support long-term corporate investments.

* Prince Hisahito to make debut at imperial banquet (2026-05-22 23:39)

It will be the first time for the 19-year-old prince, currently in his second year at the University
of Tsukuba, to attend an event to welcome a state guest.

* LDP OKs draft bill to punish national flag vandalism (2026-05-22 23:38)

The draft calls for penalties of up to two years in prison or fines of as much as ¥200,000 for acts
of vandalism that cause "extreme discomfort or disgust."

* Government finds school program violated law in wake of deadly Okinawa boat accident
(2026-05-22 23:38)

It was the first time since the current basic education law was enacted that the education
ministry has found a case in violation of the law on the grounds of political neutrality.

* China squeezes Japan over rare earths in repeat of 2010 showdown (2026-05-22 23:37)

The halt to exports  began shortly after a diplomatic row over Taiwan erupted in November.

« At Kawasaki’ s ‘penis festival,” phalluses are vessels of compassion (2026-05-22 23:05)

The event 'may look weird,' says a priestess of Kanayama Shrine, but its origins and purpose
point to a deeper meaning.

* A salaryman, ghost and a water spirit walk into a coffee bar (2026-05-22 23:00)

Out May 21, visual novel Coffee Talk Tokyo trades flashy gameplay for thoughtful meditations
on life in a near-future Japan.

« Beyond the native speaker myth: Who ‘owns’ the Japanese language? (2026-05-22
10:47)

As Japan considers adding language requirements to permanent residency and other visa
categories, it must also reconsider what "proficiency" means.

* At Singapore International Festival of Arts, theater spills into everyday life (2026-05-22
10:35)

Tze Chien Chong, the new director of Singapore International Festival of Arts. strives to attract a
broader audience to Singapore's oldest festival for performing arts.

* Tochigi murder-robbery case reflects ‘tokuryd’ adapting to crackdowns (2026-05-22
09:36)

In typical schemes, hired perpetrators are strangers to one another, but due to crackdowns on
online recruitment, many are turning to word of mouth and familiarity.
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* Scientists discover molecular process of normal brain aging (2026-05-22 09:00)

The findings could one day help lead to therapies to preserve brain function.

* Japanese government considers honoring speedskating star Miho Takagi (2026-05-22
08:56)

Takagi, Japan's most decorated Winter Olympian, with 10 medals, retired after her last
competition in March.

* Bus operators found guilty again over 2016 crash in Karuizawa (2026-05-22 08:19)

The ski tour bus crash in the Nagano Prefecture town killed 15 people, mainly university
students, and injured 26 others.

* Yubari melons fetch record ¥5.8 million at first auction of season (2026-05-22 08:17)

The melons will go on display at Keio Store's Sakuragaoka supermarket in western Tokyo before
tasting events begin next week.

* Nagasaki officials conduct annual air ventilation of A-bomb victim register (2026-05-22
06:40)

The register, which records the names of 202,053 victims, was exposed to the air to remove
moisture after municipal employees offered a silent prayer.

* Scoring the Trump-Xi heavyweight bout in Beijing (2026-05-22 06:38)

U.S.-China rivalry increasingly resembles a third iteration of the "Great Game" — following the
19th-century British-Russian contest and the U.S.-Soviet Cold War.

« ‘Patlabor EZY’ turns everyday mecha bureaucracy into a delight (2026-05-22 06:10)

The new "Patlabor" series proves giant robots and police officers don't need world-ending
stakes to be entertaining. Sometimes, office ennui is enough.

* Josh Hart leads second-half surge as Knicks take 2-0 lead over Cavaliers (2026-05-22 04:35)

New York has won nine straight games, a franchise record for a single postseason.

« What will the LDP’ s new National Power Research Group become? (2026-05-22 04:19)

The group's scale and participation by some of the Liberal Democratic Party's heaviest hitters
would've been unusual even for its former factions, let alone for policy research.

« How Japan’ snew’ bluetickets’ are putting cycling parents on edge (2026-05-22 04:19)

Parents say the new system has made them more mindful of the rules, but has also heightened
concerns about child-seat use and children starting to cycle on their own.
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« South Korean coach’ hurt” by support for squad from North Korea (2026-05-22 04:17)

A large group of spectators from civic groups backed by Seoul's unification ministry were in the
stadium to support both teams.

* Defeating tokuryd requires more than just better law enforcement (2026-05-22 04:05)

The problem of tokuryd, or anonymous crime groups, was thrust back into headlines last week,
after the robbery and murder of an elderly woman

* Ethylene plant operating rate hits record low in Japan (2026-05-22 04:04)

Ethylene, made from naphtha derived from crude oil, is used as a material for plastics and
fibers.

* Japan says it will crack down harder on illegal overstaying (2026-05-22 04:01)

The stronger crackdown measures come as the number of foreign nationals staying illegally fell
to 68,488 as of Jan. 1, down from about 74,863 a year earlier.

* Kissei ordered to add warning over vasculitis drug after fatalities (2026-05-22 04:00)

Twenty patients who took Tavneos, a drug for blood vessel inflammation, later died after
developing liver dysfunction.

* Jannick Sinner and Novak Djokovic on opposite sides of French Open bracket (2026-05-22
03:39)

Sinner is the red-hot men's title favorite in the absence of injured rival Carlos Alcaraz.

* There’ s no Truss moment for Takaichi this time, either (2026-05-22 03:00)

A lettuce famously outlasted Liz Truss's 49-day premiership. Japan has outlasted its doomsayers
for 30 years.

* Polymarket is said to seek Japan market approval in global push (2026-05-22 02:46)

Polymarket enables users to bet on the outcomes of real-world events, such as elections, using
cryptocurrencies.

* Antarctic Treaty meeting in Hiroshima fails to reach accord (2026-05-22 02:46)

The impact of geopolitical rifts on the meeting could not be denied, Japan's ambassador in
charge of the gathering said.

* GSDF Osprey to use U.S. base in Okinawa for first time (2026-05-22 02:44)

As part of a June exercise between the GSDF and the U.S. Marine Corps, the two are considering
a plan to airlift a mock patient from Miyako Island to the U.S. Futenma base.
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* Manuel Neuer comes out of international retirement to join Germany for World Cup
(2026-05-22 02:18)

The 40-year-old retired from international duty in 2024.

« How Trump’ s revenge tour against Republicans could cost the party in November
(2026-05-22 02:13)

U.S. President Donald Trump's success in purging the Republican Party of dissenters might also
hurt its chances of retaining control of Congress in November's midterm elections.

« What Xi Jinping knows that Donald Trump doesn’ t (2026-05-22 02:05)

Prior to the summit, expectations were low: Trump was weakened by inflation and declining
popularity while seeking China's help on Iran.

« Mayor in Kyoto Prefecture to take maternity leave in first for Japan (2026-05-22 01:58)

Shoko Kawata, the 35-year-old mayor of Yawata, plans to take her leave later this summer.

« Republican revolt over * weaponization’ fund stalls ICE funding vote (2026-05-22 01:46)

The Senate walked away from a planned vote on a $72 billion bill funding Trump's massive
migrant deportation program.

« Japan’ s inflation eases to four-year low, complicating BOJ hike (2026-05-22 01:34)

Japan's core consumer price index, which excludes fresh food, rose 1.4% in April from a year
earlier, the internal affairs ministry said Friday.

* Tepco employees recorded civil trials in violation of court rules (2026-05-22 01:22)

On the same day, Shikoku Electric Power and Chugoku Electric Power also admitted to making
audio recordings in the courtroom.

* The Al bots are coming, and the young are booing instead of applauding (2026-05-22
01:20)

Perhaps the clearest sign of discomfort with the vision of the world offered by tech companies
is the rising discontent among America's youth.

« Mercedes’ George Russell not thinking about championship as F1 rolls into Canada
(2026-05-22 01:19)

Russell, 20 points off the championship lead, arrives at the Circuit Gilles Villeneuve with
Mercedes bringing its first major upgrade of the season.

* Progress in Iran talks undercut over uranium and Strait of Hormuz tolls (2026-05-22 00:58)

Conflicting statements on key issues left it unclear if the U.S. and Iran were any closer to a deal
after renewed threats of escalation in recent days.
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« Southeast Asia’ s fishermen are being pushed to the brink by fuel costs (2026-05-22
00:51)

High fuel prices linked to the Iran war are hitting Southeast Asia's seafood industry hard, forcing
boats to stay ashore and raising costs across the supply chai

* Human urine becomes option for farmers in fertilizer supply crunch (2026-05-22 00:51)

From Yorkshire chicken muck to human urine-based products, a fertilizer crunch tied to the Iran
war is accelerating demand for alternatives to conventional nitrogen inputs.

« From Congo’ s mines and forests, a cry for help in tackling ebola (2026-05-22 00:50)

At Nyankunde Hospital in the Ituri province of northeastern Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Dr. Charles Kashindi is on the frontline of the fight against the latest deadly outbreak of Ebola.

* Coco Gauff takes new mindset and confidence in serve into French Open title defense
(2026-05-22 00:43)

Gauff believes she has finally cracked the code on her serve issues.

« Asia’ s currencies are flashing the oil shock alarm (2026-05-22 00:22)

Asia buys about 80% of oil shipped through the Strait of Hormuz, and stress in foreign exchange
markets is one of the clearest signs of rising fuel prices starting to hurt growth.

* U.N. World Food Program chief thanks Japan amid funding shortfall (2026-05-22 00:08)

The organization has seen transportation cost increases affecting things such as food and other
relief supplies, since the Strait of Hormuz has effectively been closed.

* Japan caught in the U.S.-China geoeconomic crossfire (2026-05-21 10:16)

For Japan, this creates a precarious environment. More than 80% of its energy imports — and
much of its trade — passes through waters around Taiwan and the South China Sea.

« Takaichi Cabinet’ s approval rate almost flat at 59.4% (2026-05-21 09:38)

By political party, Takaichi's ruling Liberal Democratic Party remained the most popular party,
backed by 27.8% of all respondents, up 2.1 points.

* Hirokazu Kore-eda says human imagination still matters in the age of AI (2026-05-21 09:00)

The director's new film is a meditation on grief, humanoids and creativity at a time when Al is
reshaping the film industry.

* Malians tell of torture and killings by army and Russian fighters (2026-05-21 08:42)

According to data from conflict monitor ACLED, Malian government operations since 2020 have
caused more than 8,500 deaths, about half of them civilians.
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« ‘Soul Mate’ reaches for pathos but remains hollow (2026-05-21 08:35)

With a globe-spanning story and plenty of melodrama, Netflix's queer-themed limited series
ultimately falters under the weight of its own ambiguity.

* Asteroid traces found in Japan may be linked to extinction of dinosaurs (2026-05-21 08:26)

The discovery of traces of an asteroid in Hokkaido is the first-ever confirmation of such traces in
Japan, according to the announcement from the team of Japanese researchers.

* Tochigi robbery-murder suspect tried to flee to South Korea (2026-05-21 08:11)

The 28-year-old alleged instructor of the crime was taken into custody shortly before his
planned flight to Seoul at Tokyo's Haneda Airport in the early hours of Sunday.

* Heated tobacco products may be more harmful than cigarettes, Japan panel review says
(2026-05-21 08:09)

The literature review found that heated tobacco products may produce greater amounts of
cancer-causing substances than regular cigarettes.

* Saitama man arrested over alleged drunken driving of fake police car (2026-05-21 08:05)

Ren Nakamura, 23, is suspected of driving the vehicle, which had been modified to look like an
unmarked police car, and crashing it into a utility pole.

« Indian pharma fuels Africa’ s ‘zombie drug’ and opioid crisis (2026-05-21 07:50)

Customs records show millions of dollars' worth of the high-strength synthetic opioid being
shipped from India every month to Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Ghana.

* How China and U.S. navigate the Strait of Hormuz stranglehold (2026-05-21 07:42)

The Strait of Hormuz has evolved into a laboratory for a new form of geopolitical coercion
where access itself becomes currency.

* Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, Thunder get past Spurs, level series 1-1 (2026-05-21 07:41)

The Thunder never trailed after the first quarter, though the game wasn't decided until the
closing minutes.

« Southampton fails in bid to overturn expulsion from world’ s richest match (2026-05-21
07:25)

Southampton was thrown out of the final on Tuesday, and handed a four-point deduction for
next season, after it had beaten semifinal opponent Middlesbrough.

« Survey begins to determine remote island’ s suitability for nuclear disposal site
(2026-05-21 07:16)
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Japan's waste management organization will carry out a literature review on the geology of
Minamitorishima, located nearly 2,000 kilometers from Tokyo.

* Bank of Japan might be behind the curve on interest rate increases (2026-05-21 07:00)

The wait-and-see approach is becoming an issue with yen weak, bond prices falling and doubts
increasing about fiscal discipline.

* Garment workers face heat risks in Bangladesh as energy cuts curb cooling (2026-05-21
05:35)

Factories have turned off cooling amid energy restrictions caused by the Mideast war, with
workers sweltering and a drop in productivity likely costing billions of dollars.

«InIndia’ s parched heart, high power costs put cooling out of reach (2026-05-21 05:35)

"We keep our consumption to a bare minimum. Just enough to get some rest in the night."

- Italy pays the price of Meloni’ s stalled green energy transition (2026-05-21 05:10)

As fossil fuel prices surge, Italy is facing renewed scrutiny over its slow embrace of renewables.
* Dodgers’ Shohei Ohtani delivers on mound and at plate in win over Padres (2026-05-21
04:41)

Ohtani (4-2) gave up three hits and walked two while striking out four in an 88-pitch effort.

* Trump says he’ Il speak to Taiwan leader, calling democratic island a ‘problem’
(2026-05-21 04:28)

U.S. President Donald Trump said he would speak to Taiwanese leader Lai Ching-te — a move
that would break with years of diplomatic precedent.

« Japan’ s core machinery orders fall 9.4% in March (2026-05-21 04:19)

Private-sector orders excluding those for ships and power equipment, closely watched as a
leading indicator of corporate capital spending, dropped to ¥1.01 trillion.

* Runner Sherry Drury looks to grow on and off track with move to U.S. (2026-05-21 04:09)

The teen says her decision to move aboard is about growth and broadening her horizons.

* BOJ should raise policy rate at appropriate pace, says board member Junko Koeda
(2026-05-21 04:00)

Koeda was among those who voted with the majority in favor of holding settings steady at the
last policy meeting on April 28.

+ Containing Ebola is hard. The U.S. made it worse (2026-05-21 03:54)
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One thing is certain: The decimation of USAID will make containing the spread much more
difficult.

* Why the Trump-Xi summit ended in an impasse (2026-05-21 03:49)

Given Xi's reluctance to address Trump's Iran concerns, he should be unsurprised that the U.S.
has not fully endorsed his new framework for U.S.-China relations.

* Mizuho Bank to acquire stake in Rakuten Bank (2026-05-21 03:34)

The two megabanks will work together in services for corporate clients, aiming to bolster their
earnings from lending and fee business.

* Ex-Japan Post worker arrested over alleged bribery case (2026-05-21 03:11)

Nobuyuki Yoneda allegedly received cash and other benefits from a contractor in exchange for
facilitating a consignment contract to collect letters and other items from mailboxes.

* Nikkon weighs going private; Bain Capital, Blackstone and others likely to bid (2026-05-21
02:56)

The logistics company has selected financial advisers for the privatization process and set up a
committee of outside directors to consider the matter, sources have said.

* Xi may visit North Korea as early as next week, Yonhap says (2026-05-21 02:55)

If it takes place, the visit would be Chinese President Xi Jinping's first trip to North Korea in
seven years as the two countries move to bolster bilateral ties.

* Prabowo’ s biggest crackdown on tycoons shocked his own officials (2026-05-21 02:47)

A surprise move by President Prabowo Subianto to centralize Indonesia's commodity exports
has rattled markets and intensified investor concerns over state intervention.

«Iran’ sthreat to Strait of Hormuz submarine cables (2026-05-21 02:21)

Iran's threat to impose "permits" on submarine fiber-optic cables passing through the Strait of
Hormuz "calls international law into question," said a former French naval officer.

* Mori Building employees wounded in Shanghai restaurant attack (2026-05-21 02:05)

Local police have not disclosed what triggered the attack, which harmed two Japanese nationals
and a Chinese citizen.

* Aston Villa wins Europa League title to end 30-year wait for silverware (2026-05-21 01:54)

Villa manager Unai Emery earned his fifth victory in the competition.

* Novak Djokovic hoping to turn back clock at French Open (2026-05-21 01:54)

Djokovic has played in just three tournaments in 2026, and he lost his only match on clay
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*Japan’ s trade surplus remained in the black in April as energy imports plunged
(2026-05-21 01:46)

Exports remained robust, with chip exports rising 44% amid strong demand for artificial
intelligence-related products.

» Samsung reaches 11th-hour deal with union to avoid strike (2026-05-21 01:35)

The truce averts what could have been a damaging strike for Samsung and the tech industry.

* Foreign business owners face frantic scramble to leave Japan amid tighter visa rules
(2026-05-21 01:33)

Stricter criteria for the business manager visa has left many owners, some of whom have been
in Japan for decades, out in the cold.

« Trump’ s$1.776 billion’ weaponization’ fund sparks outrage, but court challenges will
be tough (2026-05-21 01:24)

Congressional Democrats have derided the so-called Anti-Weaponization Fund as a slush fund
to steer taxpayer dollars to Trump's political allies.

* Steelers QB Aaron Rodgers plans to retire after 2026 NFL season (2026-05-21 01:20)

The 42-year-old quarterback inked a one-year contract with the Pittsburgh Steelers this week
that reunited him with coach Mike McCarthy.

* SpaceX IPO filing lays bare losses and Musk control as it stakes future on AI (2026-05-21
00:53)

Much of its outlook relies on SpaceX dominating technologies and markets that do not yet exist
— from Mars missions to Al data centers in space.

« Elon Musk’ s X loses Australia child protection compliance lawsuit (2026-05-21 00:51)
The eSafety regulator, a frequent target of online attacks by Musk, fined the company in
October 2023, beginning the nearly three-year dispute.

« Magyar, Tusk tout Hungary’ s return to Europe in post-Orban era (2026-05-21 00:48)
Hungary could learn from Poland on fighting corruption and restoring ties with Europe, new
Hungarian Prime Minister Peter Magyar says.

« Sturdy Tanpopoisa ‘dandy lioness’ (2026-05-21 00:37)

This 4-year-old dog has loads of energy and would make a great addition to an active household.

* Britain clinches $5 billion Gulf trade deal in shadow of Iran war (2026-05-21 00:23)
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The deal with the Gulf Cooperation Council comes after U.S.-Israeli strikes against Iran
prompted Iranian attacks on countries in the region, straining energy and food supplies.

* Iran is consolidating control of Hormuz with checkpoints and diplomatic deals (2026-05-21
00:13)

With Iran now in de facto control of the strait, the system can involve intense vetting by the
Iranian government and sometimes fees in exchange for safe passage.

* Putin leaves Beijing with little progress on key gas pipeline (2026-05-21 00:11)

Russia has been trying for years to reach a deal on the Power of Siberia 2 link that would more
than double its current gas exports to China.

* Ebola outbreak likely started months ago, spread undetected (2026-05-21 00:04)

The rare Bundibugyo strain circulated for "a couple months" before being identified in blood
samples on May 15.
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