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Japan Security Analysis Report: April 26, 2026 -
May 03, 2026

Executive Summary

During the period of April 26 to May 03, 2026, Japan demonstrated a significant
acceleration in its proactive security posture, marked by a landmark revision of its
arms export policies and unprecedented participation in multilateral military
exercises. The government initiated a review of its core security documents, signaling
a commitment to further bolster defense capabilities amidst a rapidly evolving
regional threat landscape. Concurrently, Japan faced an elevated level of
cyberattacks, primarily attributed to state-backed actors from China and Russia, and
experienced a notable deterioration in diplomatic relations with both China and North
Korea. These developments underscore Japan's strategic pivot towards strengthening
its self-defense capabilities and diversifying its security partnerships to maintain
stability in the Indo-Pacific.

Key Security Developments

* Defense Policy and Strategic Shifts: Relaxation of Arms Export Rules

On April 21, 2026, Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's cabinet approved a significant
revision to the "Three Principles on Transfer of Defense Equipment and Technology."
This policy shift scrapped previous limitations, allowing Japan to export finished lethal
defense products to 17 countries with which it holds defense cooperation agreements.
The move is intended to bolster deterrence, enhance Japan's defense-industrial base,
and stimulate economic growth.

* Defense Policy and Strategic Shifts: Revision of Security Documents

On April 28, 2026, the Japanese government convened its first expert panel meeting
to discuss revisions to its three key security documents, including the National
Security Strategy. The objective is to accelerate the revision process, with a primary
focus on increasing defense spending. This initiative reflects Tokyo's determination to
fundamentally strengthen its defense capabilities in response to a complex security
environment.

» Defense Policy and Strategic Shifts: Active Cyber Defense Act Implementation
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The Active Cyber Defense Acts, which came into force in 2026, are being implemented
to enhance Japan's cybersecurity posture. This legislation introduces mandatory
incident reporting for critical infrastructure operators and authorizes the government
to monitor communications and counter-access hostile servers. Notably, from October
1, 2026, the Self-Defense Force will be authorized to conduct offensive cyber
operations against attacking infrastructure.

* Military Activities and Exercises: Balikatan 2026 Participation

Japan actively participated in the Balikatan 2026 military exercises in the Philippines,
which ran from April 20 to May 8. This marked Japan's first active involvement with
combat troops since World War Il, deploying approximately 1,400 personnel and Type
88 surface-to-ship missile systems. This participation signifies deepening security
cooperation with the United States and the Philippines, particularly in the context of
deterring aggression in the South China Sea and around Taiwan.

» Military Activities and Exercises: Integrated Air and Missile Defense Training

As part of Balikatan 2026, from April 26-29, US, Philippine, and Japanese service
members conducted Integrated Air and Missile Defense (IAMD) training. During these
exercises, elements of the Japan Self-Defense Forces integrated their Type 11
short-range air defense capabilities into the combined network, demonstrating a
unified tactical picture against complex aerial threats.

e Maritime and Border Security: Chinese Incursions into EEZ

On April 18, the Japanese Coast Guard observed a Chinese marine research ship
deploying a wire-like object into Japan's Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) near the
disputed Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands. This incident marks a continued pattern of Chinese
maritime assertiveness in the region.

* Diplomatic Relations: Downgrading China Relations

Japan's 2026 Diplomatic Bluebook, released around April, officially downgraded its
characterization of relations with China. The new assessment describes China as an
"important neighbor,"” a shift from the previous "one of its most important"
relationships, reflecting growing unease driven by sustained strategic, economic, and
military tensions.

* Diplomatic Relations: North Korea's "Grave Provocation" Claim

On April 15, North Korea accused Japan of a "grave provocation" following the release
of Tokyo's annual Diplomatic Bluebook. Pyongyang's criticism stemmed from Japan's
reiterated opposition to North Korea's nuclear program and expressions of unease
regarding North Korea's alleged provision of troops and ammunition to Russia for the
war in Ukraine.

* Diplomatic Relations: Japan-Vietnam Strategic Partnership
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Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi visited Vietham on May 2, where she and Vietnamese
President To Lam agreed to elevate their strategic partnership to a "new phase of
development." Discussions focused on deepening security cooperation and promoting
a "free and open Indo-Pacific" vision, particularly in the context of strengthening
supply chains and addressing market-distorting practices.

* Diplomatic Relations: Japan-Russia Relations at "Unprecedented Low"

On April 8, the Russian Foreign Ministry declared that relations with Japan had
deteriorated to an "unprecedented low level." This statement came in protest of
reported drone-related cooperation between a Japanese company and a Ukrainian
combat drone developer, which Russia viewed as openly hostile and damaging to its
security interests.

* Cybersecurity: Increased State-Backed Cyberattacks

Japanese organizations experienced an average of 1,231 cyberattacks per week in
2025, with Russian and Chinese actors driving a significant increase in volume during
the first quarter of 2026. Notable incidents included a major ransomware breach
affecting 496,000 individuals at Anabuki Housing Service and a $100 million ransom
demand against Nippon Medical School Musashi Kosugi Hospital.

* Cybersecurity: Financial System Task Force

On April 24, Japan announced the formation of a task force to address cybersecurity
risks within its financial system. This decision was prompted by concerns over
potential vulnerabilities linked to Anthropic's Mythos Al model, which experts warn
could identify and exploit unknown vulnerabilities faster than they can be repaired.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Japan's security developments from April 26 to May 03, 2026, reflect a significant
recalibration of its regional and global strategic posture. The relaxation of arms export
rules and active participation in exercises like Balikatan signal Japan's emergence as a
"secondary connector" in the Indo-Pacific, diversifying its security network beyond its
traditional hub-and-spoke alliance with the United States. This approach aims to
reinforce the U.S.-led order while building a more resilient security architecture
through cooperation with "like-minded partners" such as the Philippines, Australia,
and NATO members.

The deepening security cooperation with the Philippines, exemplified by Japan's
unprecedented deployment of combat troops to Balikatan 2026, directly impacts
regional stability, particularly in the South China Sea and around Taiwan. This
trilateral alignment (US-Japan-Philippines) is a clear response to China's expanding
military capabilities and increasingly assertive posture in contested maritime zones.
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Beijing's condemnation of a Japanese naval ship transiting the Taiwan Strait on April
17 and its continued incursions into Japan's EEZ near the Senkaku Islands highlight
the escalating friction and risk of miscalculation in these critical areas.

Diplomatic relations with major powers have become increasingly strained. The
downgrading of Japan's assessment of ties with China in its Diplomatic Bluebook
underscores a widening trust deficit driven by strategic, economic, and military
tensions, including China's restrictions on rare earth exports and military incidents.
Simultaneously, relations with Russia have plummeted to an "unprecedented low" due
to Japan's support for Ukraine and protests over drone-related cooperation. This
complex geopolitical environment pushes Japan to strengthen its alliances and
partnerships, as seen in Prime Minister Takaichi's visit to Vietham to advance a "free
and open Indo-Pacific" vision, emphasizing supply chain resilience and economic
security.

Military and Defense Analysis

Japan's military and defense posture is undergoing a profound transformation, moving
away from its post-WWII pacifist constraints towards a more robust and proactive
security strategy. The approval of a record-breaking defense budget exceeding 9
trillion yen for fiscal year 2026, part of a five-year plan to double military spending to
2% of GDP, underscores this shift. This significant increase positions Japan as a
potential third-largest military spender globally, reflecting the government's
assessment of the "severest and most complex security environment in the postwar
era."

Modernization programs are heavily focused on enhancing "stand-off defense
capabilities" and emerging technologies. The 2026 budget allocates substantial
investment, including 177 billion yen (€960 million) for upgraded Type-12
surface-to-ship missiles with a 1,000-kilometer range, and 100 billion yen (€542.5
million) for deploying unmanned air, sea, and underwater drones under a system
dubbed "SHIELD." Furthermore, Japan is actively engaged in the joint development of
a next-generation fighter jet with the UK and Italy, and is researching Al-operated
drones. These acquisitions and developments are explicitly linked to countering
regional threats, particularly in a potential conflict over Taiwan.

The recent relaxation of arms export rules on April 21, 2026, is a pivotal development
for Japan's defense industry. By allowing the export of lethal weaponry to 17
countries, Tokyo aims to boost economies of scale for its manufacturers, enhance the
resilience of its defense supply chains, and strengthen the deterrence capabilities of
its allies. This policy change, coupled with the upcoming authorization for the
Self-Defense Force to conduct offensive cyber operations from October 1, 2026,
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signifies a comprehensive shift towards a more assertive and capable military,
prepared for "new ways of warfare" using advanced technologies.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): In the immediate future, Japan is expected to
continue its trajectory of strengthening defense capabilities and diversifying security
partnerships. We anticipate further details emerging from the expert panel meetings
on the revision of the three security documents, likely solidifying plans for increased
defense spending and a more robust national security strategy. Military exercises with
allies, particularly in the Indo-Pacific, are likely to continue and potentially expand in
scope and frequency, further integrating Japanese forces with those of the US and
other "like-minded partners." Diplomatic tensions with China and North Korea are
unlikely to abate, with continued rhetoric and potential for further maritime or
missile-related incidents. Cybersecurity threats from state-backed actors will remain a
persistent challenge, necessitating rapid implementation of the Active Cyber Defense
Acts.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas: The Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands remain a critical
flashpoint, with continued Chinese maritime incursions posing a risk of escalation. The
Taiwan Strait is another high-risk area, as Japan's increasing involvement in regional
security, including its participation in exercises near Taiwan, draws strong reactions
from Beijing. North Korea's ongoing nuclear and missile programs, coupled with its
hostile rhetoric towards Japan, present a constant threat of missile launches that
could impact Japanese territory or its EEZ. The East China Sea generally, with its
overlapping claims and increased military presence, remains an area of heightened
tension.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include the progress and finalization
of the revised National Security Strategy and related defense documents, which will
outline Japan's long-term security vision and defense spending commitments. The
nature and scale of future joint military exercises, particularly those involving the US
and the Philippines, will indicate the depth of Japan's commitment to regional
collective security. Any further changes or expansions to Japan's arms export policies,
especially regarding specific lethal platforms, will be crucial. Monitoring the frequency
and sophistication of cyberattacks against Japanese critical infrastructure will be
essential to assess the effectiveness of new cyber defense measures. Finally,
observing China's and North Korea's reactions to Japan's evolving defense posture,
including any retaliatory diplomatic or military actions, will be vital.

Strategic recommendations: Japan should continue to prioritize strengthening its
alliances, particularly with the United States, while actively fostering new partnerships
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with Southeast Asian nations and European powers to build a resilient, multi-layered
security network. Investment in advanced defense capabilities, including long-range
strike capabilities, integrated air and missile defense, and unmanned systems, should
remain a top priority. A robust and adaptive cybersecurity strategy, combining
defensive and offensive capabilities, is essential to counter persistent state-backed
threats. Diplomatically, Japan should maintain open channels of communication with
China to manage tensions and prevent miscalculation, while continuing to exert
pressure on North Korea regarding its nuclear program through international
cooperation. Furthermore, Japan should actively promote its "Free and Open
Indo-Pacific" vision through economic and security cooperation, offering an alternative
to coercive regional dynamics.

““‘json
{

"threat_level": "Elevated",
"hotspots": [

{

“label": "Senkaku Islands",

"detail": "Chinese marine research vessel observed extending a wire-like object into
Japan's EEZ.",

"lat": 25.8167,

"Ing": 123.5500,
"intensity": 3

}

{

“label": "Taiwan Strait",
"detail": "Japanese naval ship transited the strait, drawing condemnation from
Beijing.",

"lat": 24.5000,

"Ing": 119.5000,
"intensity": 3

}

{

“label": "Luzon, Philippines”,
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"detail": "Japan deployed combat troops and missile systems for Balikatan 2026
exercises, focusing on maritime security and counter-landing operations.",

“lat": 16.0000,

"Ing": 121.0000,
"intensity": 4
b

{
"label": "Tokyo (Cybersecurity)",

"detail": "Japanese organizations experienced a high volume of cyberattacks, with
state-backed actors from China and Russia driving the activity.",

"lat": 35.6895,
"Ing": 139.6917,
"intensity": 4

h

{

"label": "Amami Oshima / Yonaguni Islands",

"detail": "Chinese naval vessels transited waters near these Japanese islands,
indicating increased regional military activity.",

"lat": 28.3667,
"Ing": 129.4833,
"intensity": 3

}

]

}
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Japan Today

* Golden Tempo takes the Kentucky Derby as Cherie DeVaux becomes the 1st woman to
train its winner (2026-05-03 01:59)

Cherie DeVaux spent the week talking a lot about the possibility of becoming the first woman to
train a Kentucky Derby winner as she got ready to be-

* In Vietnam, Takaichi vows more effort to keep Asia 'free and open' (2026-05-02 21:05)

Japan's prime minister vowed Saturday to do more to ensure a "free and open Indo-Pacific",
using a speech in communist Vietnam to tout a regional strategy that has---

* Man re-arrested on suspicion of killing 18-year-old girl in Oita (2026-05-02 21:03)

Police in Oita City, Oita Prefecture, have re-arrested a 58-year-old man on suspicion of killing an
18-year-old girl in March. Police initially arrested Tadafumi Himeno, whose occupation is---

* Kyoto temples introduce cashless service to protect religious freedom (2026-05-02 21:03)

A group of Buddhist temples in Kyoto Prefecture launched a cashless payment service in April
that conceals which temples and shrines people visit, in an effort to protect---

* Wildfire in northeast Japan under control after burning 1,633 hectares in 11 days
(2026-05-02 21:02)

A wildfire in northeastern Japan came under control after 11 days, scorching 1,633 hectares of
land, the second largest area in over 30 years, according to local officials---

* Mercedes' podium streak ends in Miami as McLaren delivers a 1-2 punch (2026-05-02
21:01)
Mercedes was knocked off the podium for the first time this season when Lando Norris and
Oscar Piastri finished 1-2 for McLaren in Formula 1's sprint race Saturday---

* Kostyuk of Ukraine beats Russian Andreeva to win Madrid Open title (2026-05-02 21:01)

Marta Kostyuk of Ukraine beat Mirra Andreeva of Russia 7-5, 6-3 to win the Madrid Open title on
Saturday. The two players, whose countries have been at war---

* Arsenal opens up 6-point lead in Premier League title race to pile pressure on Man City
(2026-05-02 21:01)
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All of a sudden, Arsenal has a six-point lead in the Premier League. Over to you, Manchester
City. In one of its most dominant performances for weeks, Arsenal---

* Inoue beats Nakatani by unanimous decision to retain super-bantamweight belts
(2026-05-02 21:01)

Naoya Inoue retained his undisputed super-bantamweight crown with a unanimous decision
victory over Junto Nakatani on Saturday in one of the biggest bouts in Japanese boxing history.
Two--

* Japan to procure Russian oil for 1st time since U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran (2026-05-02
21:00)

Japan will procure crude oil from Russia for the first time since U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran in
February that led to the effective closure of the Strait of---

« Spirit Airlines says it’ s going out of business after 34 years and is ending operations
immediately (2026-05-02 20:58)

Spirit Airlines, an impish upstart that shook the industry with its irreverent ads and deep
discount fares, announced Saturday that it has gone out of business after 34---

* Austrian police arrest man over poisoned baby food case (2026-05-02 20:57)

Austrian police said on Saturday they have arrested a 39-year-old suspect in connection with a
case in which rat poison was placed in jars of baby food in---

« Starmer urges tougher action against Gaza protests in UK following antisemitic attacks
(2026-05-02 20:57)

Britain's prime minister warned Saturday that tougher action was needed against people
chanting certain phrases at pro-Palestinian protests, as concerns grew over the safety of British
Jews after---

* Fighting reaches outskirts of Ukraine's stronghold Kostiantynivka (2026-05-02 20:57)

Russian troops are inching towards the city of Kostiantynivka in Ukraine's eastern Donetsk
region, trying to establish a foothold close to a heavily defended area, Ukraine's top army---

s Israeli airstrikes kill 7 in southern Lebanon as a Catholic convent is bulldozed (2026-05-02
20:57)

Israeli airstrikes on southern Lebanon killed at least seven people and wounded others on
Saturday while the Israeli military demolished parts of a Catholic convent in a border---

* Germany says U.S. troop drawdown should spur Europe, but top Republicans worried
(2026-05-02 20:57)
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A planned drawdown of 5,000 U.S. troops from Germany should spur Europe to strengthen its
own defenses, German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius said on Saturday, but two top---

* Iran offers Strait deal; Trump dissatisfied but prefers non-military path (2026-05-02 20:57)

An Iranian proposal so far rejected by U.S. President Donald Trump would open shipping in the
Strait of Hormuz and end the U.S. blockade of Iran while leaving:--

* Vegetable candy (2026-05-02 20:56)

A Tokyo greengrocer displays bags of mini-tomatoes in yellow, orange, red and green colors.

* Gridlock as pandemic treaty talks fail to finish (2026-05-02 20:55)

The World Health Organization said Friday that divided member states want up to a year of
further negotiations on the missing piece of an international agreement on handling---

* Trump flouts lower court rulings in unprecedented display of executive power (2026-05-02
20:54)

When a federal judge shot down a Trump administration policy of holding immigrants without
bond last December, it seemed like a serious blow to the president's mass deportation---

* Japan, Vietnam seek deeper partnership with energy and minerals push (2026-05-02 10:03)

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi pledged on Saturday to deepen ties with Vietnam,
highlighting energy and critical minerals in talks with Prime Minister Le Minh Hung, and later---

* Travel rush underway at start of 5-day stretch in Golden Week holidays (2026-05-02 10:02)

Roads, train stations and airports in Japan were congested Saturday as people headed to their
hometowns or departed for domestic and overseas vacations at the start of a---

* Man arrested over murder of ex-girlfriend and her mother (2026-05-02 07:11)

Police in Izumi, Osaka Prefecture, on Friday arrested a a 51-year-old unemployed man on
suspicion of killing his 41-year-old former girlfriend and her 76-year-old mother last month.
According---

* Trump says U.S. Navy acting 'like pirates' to carry out naval blockade of Iranian ports
(2026-05-02 05:40)
President Donald Trump said on Friday the U.S. Navy was acting "like pirates" in carrying out

Washington's naval blockade of Iranian ports during the U.S. and Israel's war---

+ U.S. to withdraw 5,000 troops from Germany in next 6-12 months (2026-05-02 03:10)

The United States will withdraw about 5,000 troops from Germany in the next six to 12 months,
the Pentagon said Friday, fulfilling President Donald Trump's threat as he---
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* Leeds beats Burnley to virtually secure Premier League survival (2026-05-02 00:38)

Leeds all but secured their place in the Premier League next season with a 3-1 win over
already-relegated Burnley on Friday. Goals from Anton Stach, Noah Okafor and---

* Tokyo store makes you pass quiz to buy Pokémon cards as part of anti-scalper policy
(2026-05-01 20:46)

In a perfect world, the launch of a new Pokémon Trading Card Game expansion would be a time
of unmitigated joy. New cards give veterans additional strategies and gameplay wrinkles---

* Half of teenage girls in survey use Al for advice (2026-05-01 20:45)

More than half of teenage girls in Japan who use generative artificial intelligence solicit Al's
advice on personal worries, a recent government survey found, highlighting the technology's
growing:--

* Man who attacked teens with hammer in Tokyo arrested (2026-05-01 20:45)

A man who is believed to have struck a 17-year-old high school student in the face with a
hammer in Tokyo earlier this week was arrested on Friday---

» Man arrested for threatening teenage girl on social media app (2026-05-01 20:44)

A 28-year-old unemployed man living in Sagamihara City, Kanagawa Prefecture, has been
arrested on suspicion of threatening a teenage girl he knew using the messaging function of a---

* Ukraine sees path to Japanese arms after Tokyo eases export rules (2026-05-01 20:44)

Japan's relaxation of its weapons-exports rules opens a path for talks that could one day lead to
Tokyo supplying military equipment to help Ukraine resist Russia's invasion, Kyiv's-

* Iran soccer officials to meet FIFA in Zurich and plan for World Cup games in U.S.
(2026-05-01 20:43)

Iranian soccer officials are set to meet soon with FIFA in Zurich about their World Cup games in
the United States in June. Iran’ s top soccer official Mehdi---

* NHL playoffs feature a bunch of new blood in the second round, from Philadelphia to
Anaheim (2026-05-01 20:43)

The Stanley Cup Playoffs are full of new blood, and so far three teams have advanced to the
second round after not even making the postseason last year.--

* Sinner reaches Madrid Open final by beating Arthur Fils for 350th career victory
(2026-05-01 20:42)

Top-ranked Jannik Sinner extended his winning streak to 22 matches by beating Arthur Fils 6-2,
6-4 to reach the final of the Madrid Open on Friday. The Italian's---
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* Javelin star Kitaguchi teams up with Czech legend Zelezny (2026-05-01 20:41)

Japanese Olympic women's javelin champion Haruka Kitaguchi has started training with Czech
javelin legend Jan Zelezny, she said in an Instagram post on Friday. "After our training camp---

* Arsenal seek to ramp up heat on Man City in title race (2026-05-01 20:41)

Arsenal have a chance to crank up the pressure on Manchester City this weekend as they seek
to extend their lead at the top of the Premier League.---

* Former world skating champion Uno joins pro eSports team (2026-05-01 20:41)

Japan's retired former world champion figure skater Shoma Uno said Friday that he was "ready
to take gaming beyond being just a hobby" after joining a professional eSports---

* Nissan to scrap U.S. EV production plan amid slowing demand (2026-05-01 20:40)

Nissan Motor Co said Friday it will scrap its plan to produce electric vehicles in the United States
as demand is slowing, partly due to the end of---

* Trump says he will raise tariffs on EU cars to 25% (2026-05-01 20:40)

President Donald Trump said Friday that he will hike U.S. tariffs on cars and trucks from the
European Union next week, charging that the bloc is not complying---

* Oscars organization expands international film eligibility, addresses Al in new rules
(2026-05-01 20:39)

The organization behind the Oscars is for the first time addressing the use of artificial
intelligence in performances and scripts for the 2027 Academy Awards. The Academy of---

* Live-action Ghibli 'Princess Mononoke' stage play tickets are now on sale (2026-05-01
20:39)

For a group of artists so strongly associated with a single medium, anime films, Studio Ghibli" s
works have proven to be surprisingly suited to live-theater adaptations. So far "My Neighbor
Totoro," "Spirited---

* Cuba's Raul Castro joins May Day march as tensions simmer with U.S. (2026-05-01 20:38)

Ninety-four-year-old former leader Raul Castro joined thousands of Cubans in an International
Workers' Day march on Friday that passed through the capital of Havana's waterfront and by
the...

* Man appears in court over stabbing of two Jewish men in London (2026-05-01 20:38)

A 45-year-old man appeared in a London court on Friday charged with attempted murder over
an attack during which two Jewish men were stabbed in Golders Green, north---

* Ukraine rolls out army reform plan as peace talks stall (2026-05-01 20:38)
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Ukraine announced plans on Friday to carry out reforms of the army this summer to address
problems with infantry shortages and the discharge of the longest-serving soldiers, four---

* Trump task force report alleges anti-Christian discrimination under Biden administration
(2026-05-01 20:38)

A Trump administration task force has alleged wide-ranging discrimination against Christians
during the tenure of former President Joe Biden, claiming in a new report they were targeted
in...

* Israel strikes in southern Lebanon kill 10 people as a Hezbollah drone wounds 2 Israeli
soldiers (2026-05-01 20:38)

Israel carried out several airstrikes Friday on southern Lebanon that killed at least 10 people,
while the militant Hezbollah group said it fired rockets and drones at northern---

* Trump says Iran war 'terminated,' as war powers deadline arrives (2026-05-01 20:38)

U.S. President Donald Trump declared that a ceasefire had "terminated" hostilities against Iran,
as he sought to bolster his argument that he does not need lawmakers' permission to---

* Rainy May Day (2026-05-01 20:37)

Union members participate in a May Day rally in the rain Friday in Tokyo.

* Do you think national holidays in Japan should be spread out rather than grouped
together like Golden Week and New Year? (2026-05-01 20:36)

* Dorayaki from 89-year-old Japanese confectionery shop is one of the best sweets hidden
in Tokyo (2026-05-01 20:35)

If there’ s one thing we love as much as the bright lights and modern convenience of Tokyo,
it" s the old retro finds you can discover in between. In these---

* Nations preserve a plan to adopt global fee on shipping emissions, but keep their options
open (2026-05-01 20:34)

The world’ s maritime nations preserved a plan to adopt the first global carbon fee on
shipping, as they agreed to keep working on it in the fall and---

* Minamata marks 70th anniversary of recognition of mercury-poisoning disease
(2026-05-01 10:12)

A memorial service for victims of Minamata disease caused by severe mercury poisoning was
held in the southwestern city of the same name on Friday, marking the 70th---

* Aichi police appeal for help from public over 2008 murder of 15-year-old girl (2026-05-01
07:23)
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Police in Toyota City, Aichi Prefecture, on Friday appealed to the public for any information that
might help apprehend the person or persons who killed a 15-year-old girl---

* Japan baseball umpire hit by bat still unconscious two weeks on (2026-05-01 07:22)

A Japanese professional baseball umpire who was struck on the head by a bat during a game
two weeks ago is still unconscious, local media said. Takuto Kawakami---

* Protesters clash with Australian police after suspected killer of Indigenous girl arrested
(2026-05-01 04:37)

Hundreds of protesters clashed with Australian emergency services workers in a remote town
following the arrest of a man suspected of murdering a five-year-old Indigenous girl, police
said---

* Japan conducted market intervention to stem yen's fall against dollar: sources (2026-05-01
02:58)

Japanese authorities intervened in the currency market on Thursday to stem the yen's rapid fall
to the upper 160 range against the U.S. dollar, government sources said, stepping---

* 2 bank employees fatally shot in bank robbery in Kentucky (2026-05-01 00:45)

Two bank employees were fatally shot during a robbery in Kentucky and a search was underway
for the suspect, authorities said Thursday. A man wearing a gray-white hoodie,---

* Federal judge rejects Trump administration's halt on immigration applications (2026-04-30
22:55)

A federal judge on Thursday ruled that policies that make it harder for people from countries on
President Donald Trump's travel ban list to get green cards and---

* Crystal Palace beats Shakhtar to close in on Conference League final (2026-04-30 22:54)

Crystal Palace took a giant step toward the UEFA Conference League final in their first season of
European soccer with a 3-1 semifinal, first leg win over Shakhtar---

* Hokkaido zoo worker arrested after parts of wife's body found in animal crematorium
(2026-04-30 22:20)
A municipal government employee in Asahikawa, Hokkaido, was arrested Thursday after parts
of his wife's body were found inside an incinerator in the animal crematorium at the popular---

* PGA Tour golfers take wait-and-see approach amid LIV turmoil (2026-04-30 22:01)

Golfers who left the PGA Tour for LIV golf should face consequences if they want to return, 2023
British Open champion Brian Harman said Thursday amid news that---

* Apple beats out earnings estimates with continued iPhone momentum (2026-04-30 21:57)
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Apple posted strong results for its quarterly earnings on Thursday, but investors’ attention is
also focused on the upcoming CEO change and the tech firm's artificial intelligence strategy.---

* Elon Musk spars with OpenAl attorney in trial over company's evolution from a nonprofit
(2026-04-30 21:49)

Elon Musk on Thursday sparred with an attorney for OpenAl during his third day of testimony in
the contentious trial over the company's pivot from nonprofit status to---

* High oil prices due to the Iran war weigh on everything from the gas pump to consumer
goods (2026-04-30 21:47)

Pain at the pump. Higher postal prices. Flights canceled, costlier airplane ticket prices and
baggage fees. Everyday items such as soap and toothpaste getting more expensive. Consumers
are--

* Tax refunds and Al boom have offset some U.S. economic pain from Iran war and high gas
prices, so far (2026-04-30 21:47)

Americans are paying for the war in Iran with every visit to the gas station, but some of the
damage to the U.S. economy is being offset —---

* Lai seeks stronger Taiwan-Japan supply chain ties in talks with lawmakers (2026-04-30
21:47)

Taiwan President Lai Ching-te on Thursday called for closer economic cooperation with Japan to
build supply chains insulated from mainland China's economic influence, as he met in Taipei---

* Britney Spears charged with driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs (2026-04-30
21:46)

Britney Spears was charged in California on Thursday with driving under the influence of drugs
and alcohol, authorities said. The 44-year-old pop star was charged with a single---

* F1 returns at Miami after a 5-week break as FIA rolls out rule changes (2026-04-30 21:45)

Formula 1 returns to action at the Miami Grand Prix following an unexpected five-week break
when a pair of races in the Middle East were called off because---

* Honda confident Aston Martin power unit problems solved (2026-04-30 21:45)

Honda’ s trackside racing boss Shintaro Orihara said Thursday that he is confident they have
found solutions to the power unit problems that undermined Aston Martin’ s start to the---

* Infantino confirms Iran will play World Cup games in U.S. (2026-04-30 21:45)

FIFA President Gianni Infantino reiterated that Iran will play their World Cup games in the
United States as scheduled as soccer's power-brokers met in Vancouver on Thursday. Iran's-
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* Japan ranked 62nd in press freedom, just above U.S.; as Norway tops list (2026-04-30
21:43)

Reporters Without Borders placed Japan 62nd among 180 countries and regions in terms of
press freedom in its annual global ranking announced Thursday, a slight improvement from
last---

* Japanese travelers to China drastically decrease (2026-04-30 21:43)

The number of Japanese travelers to China has drastically decreased after Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi's November remarks on how Japan might respond to a Taiwan emergency caused
relations---

* Takaichi urges Iran to secure safe passage of ships through Strait of Hormuz (2026-04-30
21:42)

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi on Thursday urged Iran to secure safe passage of ships
from all countries through the Strait of Hormuz as soon as possible, as---

* Myanmar's detained former leader Aung San Suu Kyi moved to house arrest (2026-04-30
21:42)

Myanmar’ s detained former leader Aung San Suu Kyi has been moved from prison to house
arrest, state television announced Thursday night. Myanmar’ s military information office
confirmed the news:---

* Some 287 nominated for 2026 Nobel Peace Prize; Trump likely among them (2026-04-30
21:42)

Some 287 candidates will be considered for the 2026 Nobel Peace Prize, the secretary of the
Norwegian Nobel Committee said on Thursday, with U.S. President Donald Trump likely---

* The Onion's bid to take over Alex Jones' Infowars in limbo as new court battles emerge
(2026-04-30 21:42)

The Onion’ s plan to take over the Infowars platforms that Alex Jones built into a bullhorn of
conspiracy theories and turn them into parody sites was in limbo---

+ Kurdish militant official says Turkey has stalled peace talks, blaming a lack of reforms
(2026-04-30 21:42)

A peace initiative to end a decades-long conflict with Kurdish militants has been effectively
“frozen” by the Turkish government, a top militant commander said on Thursday. He and--

* Trump says he's lifting certain tariffs on Scotch whisky after royal visit (2026-04-30 21:41)

President Donald Trump said Thursday he is removing certain tariffs on Scotch whisky after this
week’ s White House visit by King Charles III and Queen Camilla of the---
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* Venice Biennale thrown into fresh turmoil as entire art jury resigns (2026-04-30 21:41)

The entire jury of the Venice Biennale International Art Exhibition has resigned, organizers said
on Thursday, a week after the panel announced it would not hand out awards---

* House approves bill to fund Department of Homeland Security and end record shutdown
(2026-04-30 21:41)

After weeks of delays, the House voted Thursday to fund much of the Department of Homeland
Security, but not its immigration enforcement operations, and send the bipartisan package---

« Starmer says Jews are scared, promises action after London stabbings (2026-04-30 21:41)

Prime Minister Keir Starmer on Thursday vowed to take action to protect the Jewish community
in Britain, acknowledging that Jews were scared a day after two men were---

* King Charles says quick goodbye to Trump, heads to Appalachian mountains (2026-04-30
21:41)

Britain's King Charles and Queen Camilla began wrapping up their four-day state visit to the U.S.
with a very quick stop by the White House to bid farewell---

« Zelenskyy says he's seeking details of Putin’ s May 9 ceasefire proposal (2026-04-30 21:41)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is seeking details of a short-term ceasefire Russia
proposed to U.S. President Donald Trump, he said in a post on Telegram on Thursday. Russian---

* Trump says 'probably’ when asked if he might pull U.S. troops out of Italy, Spain
(2026-04-30 21:40)

President Donald Trump on Thursday said "probably" when asked whether he would consider
pulling U.S. troops out of Italy and Spain, a day after announcing that Washington was---

* Iran threatens painful response if U.S. renews attacks (2026-04-30 21:40)

Iran said on Thursday it would respond with "long and painful strikes" on U.S. positions if
Washington renewed attacks, and also reasserted its control over the Strait of---

* Just telling nations to quit fossil fuels not realistic: COP31 chief (2026-04-30 21:37)

The Turkish COP31 president-designate said Thursday the clean energy transition will be a top
issue at the climate summit but simply telling nations to phase out fossil fuels---

* Carp for Children's Day (2026-04-30 21:37)

To celebrate Children's Day, 333 colorful *koi*nobori (carp streamers) are being displayed
outside Tokyo Tower until May 6. While the official holiday is May 5, families across Japan
decorate their homes:--

* JAL reports highest sales of ¥2.01 trillion in FY2025 (2026-04-30 08:14)
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Japan Airlines Co. said Thursday its revenue rose 9.1 percent from a year earlier to a record 2.01
trillion yen ($12.5 billion) in the fiscal year ended March,---

* Man arrested over attempted murder of wife in Shizuoka Prefecture (2026-04-30 07:38)

Police in Mishima City, Shizuoka Prefecture, have arrested a 28-year-old man on suspicion of
attempting to kill his 24-year-old wife. According to police, the man, who says he---

* Mountain festival marks spring arrival high above Tokyo (2026-04-30 07:38)

A centuries-old festival that heralds spring drew hundreds of worshippers to a mountain in
Tokyo on Wednesday, as robed Shinto priests led a procession to a sacred shrine---

* Japan oil refiner Idemitsu to supply 4 million barrels of crude to Vietnam (2026-04-30
07:37)

Oil refiner Idemitsu Kosan Co will supply about 4 million barrels of crude oil to Vietnam at the
request of the Japanese government, sources familiar with the matter---

* Canadiens beat Lightning to take series lead; Flyers down Penguins (2026-04-30 03:38)

Alexandre Texier broke a tie 1:06 into the third period and the Montreal Canadiens beat the
Tampa Bay Lightning 3-2 on Wednesday night to take a 3-2 lead---

« Initial Australian inquiry into Bondi Beach shooting calls for counter-terrorism reforms
(2026-04-30 03:26)

An interim report into last year's Bondi Beach mass shooting on Thursday advised increased
security around Jewish public events and further gun reforms among 14 initial
recommendations, but---

* Brazil's Lula suffers heavy defeat as Senate rejects Supreme Court nominee (2026-04-30
00:45)

Brazil's Senate on Wednesday rejected the nomination of Solicitor General Jorge Messias for an
open seat on the Supreme Court, making President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva the---

* Villa, Forest revive European glory days in semifinal showdown (2026-04-29 22:38)

Aston Villa and Nottingham Forest, two clubs rich in European history, are one step from a first
continental final in decades as they meet in the last four---

* Arsenal, Atletico trade penalties in Champions League semifinal 1-1 draw (2026-04-29
22:37)

Julian Alvarez's penalty secured Atletico Madrid a 1-1 draw against Arsenal in a nervy
Champions League semi-final first leg clash on Wednesday. Viktor Gyokeres sent the Premier
League---
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* Takuma Sato avoids collision with a fox and posts 4th-fastest lap during Indy 500 testing
(2026-04-29 22:34)

The Brickyard seems to be doubling as a wildlife sanctuary during Indianapolis 500 testing. One
day after French driver Romain Grosjean's car hit and killed a bird as---

* Meta beats revenue expectations, boosts capital spending forecast for 2026 (2026-04-29
21:44)

Instagram and Facebook parent Meta Platforms Inc posted results Wednesday for the first
quarter that exceeded expectations, showing growth in earnings, but the social media giant also
increased---

* Japan cleaner goes viral with spa-like service for plushies (2026-04-29 21:39)

A worn-out Pikachu plushie, tired teddy bear or stained stuffed animal can all get a new lease
on life at a Japanese laundry service making beloved toys squeaky---

* Tanker operated by Idemitsu Kosan passes through Strait of Hormuz (2026-04-29 21:34)

A tanker operated by a subsidiary of Japanese oil refiner Idemitsu Kosan Co transited the Strait
of Hormuz without paying any toll, a government source said Wednesday. Japanese---

* Rob Reiner autopsy report not ready, court hears (2026-04-29 21:33)

Autopsy reports into the deaths of US movie director Rob Reiner and his wife have not yet been
completed, a Los Angeles court heard Wednesday, as the couple's---

* Despite PM's solid support, local election may spell trouble for LDP (2026-04-29 21:32)

More than two months after her party's landslide victory in the general election, a series of local
election defeats have begun to weigh on ruling party lawmakers despite---

* Amazon reports increased 1Q profits and net sales fueled by cloud computing demand
(2026-04-29 21:32)

Amazon on Wednesday reported a strong increase in profits and net sales during its fiscal first
quarter, helped by surging growth in its prominent cloud computing unit. The---

* Elon Musk tells his side of OpenAl's beginnings in trial pitting him against CEO Sam Altman
(2026-04-29 21:31)

Elon Musk took the stand for the second day Wednesday in the landmark trial that pits the
world's richest person against Sam Altman, a fellow OpenAl co-founder he---

* Anxiety, resentment around Al spur violence against tech's figureheads (2026-04-29 21:31)

Several proponents of artificial intelligence (AI) have become the victims of violent acts in recent
days, reflecting the existential dread around the emerging technology -- and the public's---
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* Request for FIFA President Gianni Infantino to be given police escort is denied by
Canadian police (2026-04-29 21:30)

A request for FIFA President Gianni Infantino to be given a police escort while in Vancouver,
British Columbia, for FIFA meetings has been denied, the Vancouver Police Department---

* Former MLB player Alexei Ramirez tested positive for 4 steroids at World Baseball Classic
(2026-04-29 21:30)

Fomer Chicago White Sox shortstop Alexei Ramirez tested positive for four anabolic steroids at
the World Baseball Classic in March, where he set a record as its oldest---

* No. 1 Jannik Sinner beats rising star Rafael J6dar in Madrid (2026-04-29 21:30)

Top-ranked Jannik Sinner proved too much for Rafael Jédar, the latest tennis sensation from
Spain. Jédar's run was halted by a 6-2, 7-6 (0) loss to Sinner in---

* This year's World Cup games could be sizzling. Here's what's being done to prepare for
extreme heat (2026-04-29 21:29)

As global temperatures rise, extreme heat could threaten athletes, fans, workers and officials
during this year's World Cup games. Sixteen cities across the United States, Mexico and
Canada---

* Pakistani troops destroy Afghan Taliban posts amid rising tensions (2026-04-29 21:29)

Pakistan's military targeted and destroyed several Afghan Taliban posts in a remote
southwestern region on Wednesday in what officials described as a response to “unprovoked
aggression,” signaling rising---

* London police say stabbing of 2 Jewish men is an act of terrorism (2026-04-29 21:29)

Two Jewish men were stabbed and injured on a London street on Wednesday, in what police
called an act of terrorism. Police arrested a 45-year-old man on suspicion---

* Families of Canada school shooting victims sue OpenAl over shooter's use of ChatGPT
(2026-04-29 21:29)

The families of victims of a school shooting in a Canadian Rockies town are suing artificial
intelligence company OpenAl in U.S. federal court, seeking to hold the ChatGPT--

* Mexican officials charged with importing massive quantities of drugs into U.S. (2026-04-29
21:29)

The governor of Sinaloa and nine other current and former Mexican officials were charged with
drug trafficking and weapons offenses in a U.S. indictment unsealed Wednesday in New---

* Supreme Court ruling will reshape American politics. The only question is when
(2026-04-29 21:29)
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The U.S. Supreme Court's conservative majority on Wednesday handed Republicans their
biggest victory yet in the perpetual battle to control the House of Representatives and
statehouses across the---

* Powell plans to stay on at Fed after his term as chair ends, citing legal actions by
administration (2026-04-29 21:28)

Jerome Powell said Wednesday he plans to remain on the board of the Federal Reserve after his
term as chair ends next month “for an undetermined period of--

« Comey appears in court in Trump threat case that's likely to pose a challenge for Justice
Department (2026-04-29 21:28)

Former FBI Director James Comey made his first court appearance Wednesday in a criminal
case against him that legal experts say presents significant hurdles for the prosecution and---

* Trump says he discussed a Ukraine ceasefire with Putin (2026-04-29 21:28)

U.S. President Donald Trump said on Wednesday he discussed a possible ceasefire in the
four-year war in Ukraine in a phone call with Russian President Vladimir Putin. He---

« Skeptical Democrats confront Hegseth about Iran war for first time since conflict started
(2026-04-29 21:28)

Making his first appearance before Congress since the Trump administration went to war in
Iran, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth faced withering questioning from skeptical Democrats
Wednesday over a--

* Trump holds talks on prolonged Iran blockade, urges Tehran to reach a deal (2026-04-29
21:27)

President Donald Trump discussed how to mitigate the impact of a possible months-long U.S.
blockade of Iran's ports with oil companies, a White House official said on Wednesday,---

* King Charles commemorates 9/11 victims in New York visit (2026-04-29 21:27)
Britain's King Charles and Queen Camilla commemorated victims of the September 11, 2001,
al-Qaida attack on New York City on Wednesday, laying a floral bouquet at the memorial---
* Uber moves toward becoming an 'everything app' with hotel bookings powered by
Expedia (2026-04-29 21:24)
Uber is expanding into a different side of the travel business: hotels. The ride-hailing and
delivery company said Wednesday that users of its app can now book hotel---
* New development (2026-04-29 21:23)

French Minister Delegate for Francophonie Eleonore Caroit, right, welcomes Japanese Deputy
Foreign Affairs Minister Ayano Kunimitsu during the G7 ministerial meeting on development in
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Paris on Wednesday.

* Suspect at large after attacking boy, spraying 3 police officers in Tokyo (2026-04-29 10:02)

A man who barricaded himself inside his home in Tokyo after allegedly striking a high school
student on the head with a hammer and spraying an unknown substance---

* Why you see Japanese soccer fans cleaning up the stadium after World Cup games
(2026-04-29 07:12)

If there's one country guaranteed to clean up at the World Cup, it's Japan. Literally. Scenes of
Japanese soccer fans sweeping stadiums and picking up trash after a---

* New Zealand officials reject statue remembering Japan's sex slaves (2026-04-29 07:11)

New Zealand officials rejected on Wednesday an application to install a statue commemorating
so-called "comfort women" enslaved by Japan before and during World War II after Tokyo
suggested---

* Takaichi vows all-out efforts toward sustained pay hikes at May Day event (2026-04-29
07:11)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi said Wednesday her government will do its utmost to help
ensure continued wage hikes as the head of the country's umbrella group for labor---

* Al fakes of accused U.S. press gala gunman flood social media (2026-04-29 05:38)

Facebook has been overrun with low-effort Al fakes inventing biographical details and celebrity
connections for the man charged with trying to assassinate Donald Trump at a Washington
press-

* Trump says King Charles does not want Iran to have nuclear weapon (2026-04-29 05:31)

U.S. President Donald Trump said on Tuesday Britain's King Charles did not want Iran to have a
nuclear weapon, introducing the fraught subject of the Middle East conflict---

* World Cup to get cash boost as FIFA unveils red card crackdown (2026-04-29 01:05)

FIFA on Tuesday boosted overall World Cup cash distributions to nearly $900 million following
concerns over the spiraling costs for teams taking part in the tournament. Football's global---

* Federal judge dismisses DOJ lawsuit against Arizona seeking voter data (2026-04-29 01:01)

A federal judge on Tuesday dismissed a U.S. Department of Justice lawsuit against Arizona
seeking access to the state's detailed voter records, the latest legal setback in a--

* PSG edge Bayern in nine-goal Champions League semifinal epic (2026-04-29 01:00)

Khvicha Kvaratskhelia and Ousmane Dembele scored twice each as Paris Saint-Germain beat
Bayern Munich 5-4 in an epic first leg of their Champions League semifinal on Tuesday -----
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* Thieves back car into shop, steal Pokemon cards, other items worth ¥1.5 mil (2026-04-28
21:27)

Two men backed their car into a shop in Osaka on Tuesday and stole Pokemon cards and other
items worth 1.5 million yen. Police said street security camera---

« Starbucks reports stronger than expected quarterly sales as turnaround gains traction
(2026-04-28 21:25)

Starbucks said Tuesday that customers are responding to improved service in its stores, which

saw better-than-expected sales in the company's fiscal second quarter. The Seattle coffee giant
said---

* Denso withdraws takeover bid for Rohm after failing to win support (2026-04-28 21:24)

Major Japanese auto parts maker Denso Corp said Tuesday its board has decided to withdraw
its buyout proposal for Rohm Co, having failed to secure the semiconductor and--

* Japan jobless rate in FY2025 rises to 2.6% as more people enter job market (2026-04-28
21:24)

Japan's average unemployment rate in fiscal 2025 rose 0.1 percentage point from a year earlier
to 2.6 percent, deteriorating for the first time in five years, as more---

* Amazon touts a 'major expansion' with OpenAl as Microsoft ties loosen (2026-04-28 21:23)

Amazon announced what it called a “major expansion” of its partnership with ChatGPT maker
OpenAlI on Tuesday, a day after the artificial intelligence company said it was loosening---

* Musk takes stand in trial vs Altman that could reshape AI's future (2026-04-28 21:23)

Elon Musk, the Tesla CEO, world's richest man and OpenAl cofounder, took the stand Tuesday
in a high-stakes trial revolving around a bitter feud between himself and former---

* FIFA proposes new World Cup rule on yellow cards to help avoid player bans in knockout
rounds (2026-04-28 21:22)
FIFA is preparing to tweak World Cup rules on yellow cards to ensure fewer players are
suspended for key elimination games in North America. An extra amnesty for---
* Sinner calls for better match scheduling at the Madrid Open after his 20th straight win
(2026-04-28 21:22)
Jannik Sinner wants better scheduling of matches at the Madrid Open, saying the night session

“messes up the whole day” for players. Sinner had a morning start on---

* 'Bring it on', says Rice as Arsenal chase Champions League history (2026-04-28 21:22)
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Declan Rice has urged Arsenal to embrace the weight of history in their chase for a first
Champions League crown ahead of Wednesday's semi-final trip to Atletico Madrid.---

* Retiring Miura, Kihara eye big future for pairs in Japan (2026-04-28 21:22)

Japan's Olympic pairs figure skating champions Riku Miura and Ryuichi Kihara revealed Tuesday
they decided to retire immediately after winning gold at February's Milan Cortina Winter
Games, but---

* Top diplomats of Japan, Australia reaffirm regional security cooperation (2026-04-28 21:21)

Japan and Australia reaffirmed their cooperation toward realizing a free and open Indo-Pacific,
or FOIP, amid an increasingly severe security environment, when their foreign ministers met in
Tokyo--

* Japan to hold defense ministerial talks in Indonesia, Philippines (2026-04-28 21:21)

Japanese Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi said Tuesday he will make a five-day trip to
Indonesia and the Philippines from Sunday for meetings with his counterparts in what he---

* Taiwan eyes receiving Okinawa island patients in disasters (2026-04-28 21:19)

Taiwan is exploring the possibility of receiving patients from remote Okinawan islands for
treatment in Taiwan during emergencies and major disasters, a senior Interior Ministry official
said Tuesday.-

* Taylor Swift files 3 new trademark applications (2026-04-28 21:19)

Taylor Swift filed three new trademark applications with the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office, a
move one legal expert theorizes it is to protect her voice and image---

* FCC reviewing Disney's ABC station licenses after Jimmy Kimmel joke (2026-04-28 21:19)

After a joke by late-night host Jimmy Kimmel drew calls from the White House for ABC to fire
the comedian, the U.S. Federal Communications Commission on Tuesday ordered---

* South Korean court extends prison sentence for wife of ousted president (2026-04-28
21:18)

An appeals court has increased to four years the sentence for the wife of South Korea’ s ousted
President Yoon Suk Yeol for corruption, weeks after her husband was---

* Decision by UAE to leave OPEC shakes up alliance that influences oil prices worldwide
(2026-04-28 21:18)

The decision by the United Arab Emirates to leave the OPEC oil cartel shook up the 65-year-old
alliance that produces some 40% of the world’ s crude oil and---
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« Ukraine accuses Israel of importing grain  ‘stolen’ by Russia as Zelenskyy warns of
sanctions (2026-04-28 21:18)

Ukraine accused Israel on Tuesday of allowing the import of grain it says Russia stole from
occupied areas, prompting a sharp exchange between officials. Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy---

* Ukraine says it shot down 33,000 Russian drones in March, a monthly record (2026-04-28
21:18)

Ukraine used interceptor systems to shoot down more than 33,000 Russian drones of various
types in March, a record monthly figure since Moscow launched its all-out invasion more---

* Israeli strikes kill five in south Lebanon, including three rescuers (2026-04-28 21:17)

Two successive Israeli strikes on a building in a southern Lebanese town killed five people on
Tuesday, including three rescuers who went to help those wounded in the initial---

* Trump, unhappy with latest peace proposal, says Iran 'figuring out its leadership'
(2026-04-28 21:17)

Efforts to end the Iran conflict were at an impasse on Tuesday with U.S. President Donald
Trump unhappy with the latest proposal from Tehran, which he said had---

* King Charles promotes U.S.-UK unity in speech to Congress amid Iran tensions
(2026-04-28 21:17)

Britain's King Charles told the U.S. Congress on Tuesday that despite an age of uncertainty and
conflict in Europe and the Middle East, the UK and the U.S.--

* At U.N., China denounces Japan and EU over South China Sea remarks (2026-04-28 10:22)

China denounced remarks by Japan and the European Union about the South China Sea at a
U.N. Security Council meeting on Monday and accused Tokyo of provocative behavior---

* Man arrested after telling police he intended to kill 3 colleagues (2026-04-28 07:38)

Police in Kitahiroshima City, Hokkaido, have arrested a 55-year-old man after he told them he
was planning to kill three work colleagues. According to police, the man, who---

* BOJ holds key rate steady amid worries about Iran war and energy prices (2026-04-28
07:37)
The Bank of Japan decided Tuesday to keep its benchmark rate unchanged at 0.75% amid
growing worries about the war in Iran pushing prices of oil and other---

* Takaichi to depart Friday for 5-day trip to Vietnam, Australia (2026-04-28 07:37)

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi will visit Vietnam and Australia for talks with their
leaders during a five-day trip starting later this week, the government's top spokesperson said---
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* Wildfires 'largely under control' in northeastern Japan on 7th day (2026-04-28 07:27)

Two wildfires in northeastern Japan are now "largely under control," the head of a local town
said Tuesday, as firefighting continued for a seventh day. The fires, which---

* From property viewing to mortgage: How foreigners actually buy property in Japan
(2026-04-28 06:44)

Learn how foreigners actually buy property in Japan, from property viewing to mortgage. The
webinar will be held from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. (JST) on May 23---

* Australia unveils draft laws to tax tech giants unless they pay news outlets (2026-04-28
05:30)

Australia unveiled draft laws on Tuesday that would tax tech giants Meta, Google and TikTok
unless they voluntarily strike deals to pay local outlets for news. Traditional media---

* Nations to kick off world-first fossil fuel exit talks (2026-04-28 04:00)

More than 50 governments meet in Colombia on Tuesday against the backdrop of the Iran war
and a global energy crunch for the first international talks on phasing---

* Penguins fend off elimination again with a 3-2 Game 5 win over Flyers to send series back
to Philly (2026-04-28 03:03)

Connor Dewar, Kris Letang and Elmer Soderblom scored and the Pittsburgh Penguins avoided
elimination for the second time in 48 hours with a 3-2 win over Philadelphia in---

* SusHi Tech Tokyo (2026-04-27 22:38)

Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike speaks during the opening ceremony of SusHi Tech Tokyo 2026 at
Tokyo Big Sight on Monday. SusHi Tech Tokyo 2026 -- Asia's largest global---

* Taiwan court sentences ex-Tokyo Electron staff to 10 years in TSMC trade secrets case
(2026-04-27 21:43)

A court in Taiwan sentenced a former employee of Japanese computer chip equipment maker
Tokyo Electron to 10 years in prison on Monday in a landmark case over:--

* Microsoft cuts OpenAl revenue share in a fresh step to loosen their Al alliance
(2026-04-27 21:36)

Microsoft said Monday it will no longer pay a share of its revenue to ChatGPT maker OpenAl,
the latest move to untether a close partnership that helped unleash---

* EU tells Google to open Android to Al rivals (2026-04-27 21:36)

The EU on Monday laid out measures it wants Google to take to open up its operating system to
rival Al services, in a move slammed by the---
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» Weather agency ends 1-week advisory after M7.7 quake in northeastern Japan (2026-04-27
21:35)

The weather agency on Monday ended a weeklong advisory for an increased risk of a strong
earthquake after a magnitude 7.7 temblor struck off the Pacific coast in---

* JAL, GMO to test using humanoid robots for airport ground operations (2026-04-27 21:33)

Japan Airlines Co and GMO Internet Group Inc said Monday they will launch a demonstration
experiment using humanoid robots to move passengers' luggage at Tokyo's Haneda airport in---

* Takaichi launches panel to review Japan's defense policies (2026-04-27 21:33)

Japan's prime minister inaugurated a panel on Monday tasked with reviewing her country's
security and defense policies as tensions escalate with China, North Korea and Russia ramping---

« Oprah Winfrey’ s podcast lands at Amazon as part of multiyear deal (2026-04-27 21:32)

Oprah Winfrey's podcast is headed to Amazon. Winfrey's production company, Harpo
Entertainment, struck a multiyear deal to give Amazon-owned Wondery exclusive distributing
and advertising rights to  “The Oprah---

* Michael Jackson streams skyrocket after 'Michael' biopic opening weekend, up 95% in the
US (2026-04-27 21:32)

Michael Jackson once sang “Don't Stop ‘Til You Get Enough.” For fans of the King of Pop’ s
music, it's words to live by: Streams of his catalog jumped---

* Trumps call for ABC to fire Jimmy Kimmel after morbid joke about first lady (2026-04-27
21:32)

Donald and Melania Trump both called for ABC to fire Jimmy Kimmel on Monday after a joke
last week in which the late-night comic described the first lady---

* Avalanche and Hurricanes sit back and wait, maybe for a while, after sweeps in opening
round (2026-04-27 21:32)

Brent Burns showed off his wry sense of humor shortly after Colorado completed its first-round
sweep. “Better than the alternative, I guess,” the 41-year-old defenseman cracked after
completing---

* New York City to hold free World Cup fan events in each borough (2026-04-27 21:32)

New York City will hold a series of free events for soccer fans who hope to experience the
excitement of the World Cup but can't the hefty prices---

* Sabalenka avoids Madrid Open virus scare; Osaka ousted (2026-04-27 21:31)
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Tennis players are facing an unknown opponent at the Madrid Open. A stomach virus or food
poisoning has affected Coco Gauff, Marin Cilic and a few others, causing---

* Marathon record-breaker says he underwent strict testing regime before smashing 2-hour
barrier (2026-04-27 21:31)

Sabastian Sawe hopes the stringent testing regime he underwent before becoming the first
person to break the fabled 2-hour barrier in marathon running will prove to the world---

« Man Utd beats Brentford to close on Champions League berth (2026-04-27 21:31)

Manchester United moved within touching distance of qualifying for the Champions League as
Casemiro and Benjamin Sesko sealed a 2-1 win against Brentford on Monday. Casemiro put
United---

* At least 42 people killed in Chad during clashes over water resources (2026-04-27 21:31)

At least 42 people were killed in eastern Chad after a clash between two families over a water
point escalated into a cycle of reprisals, the country’ s deputy--

* Gunmen attack orphanage in northern Nigeria and abduct 23 pupils (2026-04-27 21:31)

Gunmen raided an orphanage in north-central Nigeria and abducted 23 pupils, authorities said
Monday. Fifteen have since been rescued. The attack took place in an "isolated area" of---

* Billionaire tax proposal in California is on track to qualify for ballot, backers say
(2026-04-27 21:30)

A controversial proposal in California to temporarily increase taxes on billionaires has enough
signatures to qualify for the November ballot, a labor union backing the measure said
Monday.---

* Pope and first female Archbishop of Canterbury meet and pray together (2026-04-27
21:30)

Pope Leo and new Archbishop of Canterbury Sarah Mullally met for the first time on Monday, in
a symbolic encounter in Rome in which the leaders of the--

* Afghan officials say Pakistani strikes killed 7 and wounded 85 in first attacks since peace
talks (2026-04-27 21:30)

Mortars and missiles fired from Pakistan on Monday struck a university and civilian homes in
northeastern Afghanistan, killing seven people and wounding at least 85, Afghan officials said.---

* Argentine President Milei bars media from presidential palace (2026-04-27 21:30)

Argentine President Javier Milei's government on Monday intensified a standoff with the media
by blocking journalists from accessing the presidential palace for a third day running. The
firebrand---
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* Carney launches $18 billion Canada sovereign wealth fund (2026-04-27 21:30)

Prime Minister Mark Carney on Monday announced the creation of Canada's first-ever
sovereign wealth fund, beginning with a CAN$25 billion ($18.3) endowment he said will
strengthen the economy---

« Germany suspects Russia is behind Signal phishing that targeted top officials (2026-04-27
21:30)

The German government suspects Russia is behind a series of phishing attacks on Signal
targeting high-ranking politicians, including two government ministers, military personnel and
journalists, a government spokesperson---

* Violence escalates in Colombia with dozens of attacks before presidential vote (2026-04-27
21:30)

A spate of attacks against civilians and military bases in Colombia's southwestern region has
raised security concerns as the country heads to a May presidential election in which---

+ U.S. and Iran clash over Tehran's nuclear program as review of atomic treaty begins at UN
(2026-04-27 21:30)

The United States and Iran clashed over Tehran’ s nuclear program as a review of the treaty
meant to prevent the spread of atomic weapons got underway Monday at---

* White House to review Trump's security after gunfire near press dinner (2026-04-27 21:29)

The White House is reviewing security protocols this week following Saturday's shooting at a
Washington hotel where President Donald Trump and top officials were attending a dinner,
the...

* Man charged with attempted assassination of Trump in White House correspondents’
dinner shooting (2026-04-27 21:29)

The man who authorities say tried to storm the White House Correspondents’ Association
dinner with guns and knives was charged Monday with the attempted assassination of
President Donald---

* Israeli strikes hit east Lebanon, expanding scope despite ceasefire (2026-04-27 21:29)

The Israeli military began carrying out strikes in eastern Lebanon on Monday, expanding the
scope of its bombing campaign during a ceasefire that has failed to fully halt---

* Britain's King Charles meets Trump in bid to salvage ties (2026-04-27 21:29)

Britain's King Charles III met Donald Trump at the White House Monday, kicking off a
high-stakes state visit shadowed by transatlantic tensions and a fresh alleged attempt to---

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 30— 2026-05-03


https://japantoday.com/category/world/carney-launches-18-billion-canada-sovereign-wealth-fund
https://japantoday.com/category/world/germany-suspects-russia-is-behind-signal-phishing-that-targeted-top-officials
https://japantoday.com/category/world/violence-escalates-in-colombia-with-dozens-of-attacks-before-presidential-vote
https://japantoday.com/category/world/us-and-iran-clash-over-tehran%27s-nuclear-program-as-review-of-atomic-treaty-begins-at-un
https://japantoday.com/category/world/white-house-to-review-trump%27s-security-after-gunfire-near-press-dinner2
https://japantoday.com/category/world/washington-media-dinner-shooting-suspect-is-set-for-his-first-court-appearance-on-federal-charges
https://japantoday.com/category/world/washington-media-dinner-shooting-suspect-is-set-for-his-first-court-appearance-on-federal-charges
https://japantoday.com/category/world/israeli-strikes-hit-east-lebanon-expanding-scope-despite-ceasefire1
https://japantoday.com/category/world/uk%27s-king-charles-seeks-to-shore-up-trump-ties

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

* U.S. reviews latest Iranian proposal to end war stalemate (2026-04-27 21:29)

U.S. President Donald Trump discussed a new Iranian proposal on resolving the war with
Tehran with his top national security aides on Monday, as the conflict remains in---

* Takaichi opposes urging public to save energy amid Middle East crisis (2026-04-27 07:37)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi on Monday took a negative stance on urging the Japanese public
to limit energy usage amid supply uncertainties due to the war in the---

* Nikkei ends above 60,000 for 1st time on tech gains (2026-04-27 07:34)

The Nikkei stock index finished above the 60,000-point line for the first time on Monday,
propelled by heavyweight technology shares and hopes for a breakthrough in the Middle---

* In Japan, some arrested suspects refuse to be sent to prosecutors (2026-04-27 07:34)

Some suspects in Japan refuse to be sent to prosecutors for further investigation after being
arrested by the police, possibly out of fear that they may become victims---

* Tsunami survivor battles wildfire to protect hometown in Japan's northeast (2026-04-27
07:33)

Ryota Haga was in high school when the biggest earthquake ever recorded in Japan triggered a
deadly tsunami and swept away his family home in the quiet northeastern---

* Tired and worried, seafarers have been stranded in the Persian Gulf for weeks (2026-04-27
06:25)

For about eight weeks, Indian Capt. Rahul Dhar and his crew have been stranded on their
tanker in the Persian Gulf, sometimes watching drones and missiles explode as---

* Global military spending rises 2.9% (2026-04-27 03:00)

Global military spending rose 2.9% in 2025 despite a 7.5% decline in the United States as
President Donald Trump halted new financial military aid to Ukraine, a report:---

* Marathon milestone shattered: Sabastian Sawe breaks the fabled 2-hour barrier by 30
seconds (2026-04-26 23:01)

A pair of African distance runners took down what was once among the most unthinkable
records in sports on Sunday, shattering the long-unapproachable two-hour barrier in the
26.2-mile---

* M6.1 quake strikes in northern Japan (2026-04-26 21:36)

A preliminary magnitude 6.1 earthquake struck northern Japan early Monday, the U.S.
Geological Survey reported, but there were no immediate reports of fatalities or damage. No
tsunami warning---

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 31— 2026-05-03


https://japantoday.com/category/world/us-reviews-latest-iranian-proposal-to-end-war-stalemate1
https://japantoday.com/category/politics/pm-takaichi-opposes-urging-japanese-to-save-energy-amid-middle-east-crisis
https://japantoday.com/category/business/urgent-nikkei-ends-above-60-000-for-1st-time-on-tech-gains-mideast-hopes
https://japantoday.com/category/crime/in-japan-some-arrested-suspects-refuse-to-be-sent-to-prosecutors
https://japantoday.com/category/national/tsunami-survivor-battles-wildfire-to-protect-hometown-in-japan%27s-northeast
https://japantoday.com/category/world/tired-and-worried-seafarers-have-been-stranded-in-the-persian-gulf-for-weeks
https://japantoday.com/category/world/global-military-spending-rises-2.9-despite-us-decline-over-ukraine-freeze
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/sabastian-sawe-of-kenya-wins-london-marathon-in-world-record-time-first-to-finish-under-two-hours
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/sabastian-sawe-of-kenya-wins-london-marathon-in-world-record-time-first-to-finish-under-two-hours
https://japantoday.com/category/national/M6.1-quake-strikes-in-northern-Japan

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

* Japan inflation cools demand for vending machine drinks (2026-04-26 21:28)

From post offices and parks to stations and even the summit of Mount Fuji, Japan's vending
machines are ubiquitous. But with the rapid pace of inflation cooling demand---

* Man arrested for stealing cash from woman working for escort service (2026-04-26 21:27)

Police in Kochi City, Kochi Prefecture, have arrested a 23-year-old man on suspicion of stealing
money from a woman working for an escort service. According to police, the:--

* Tanker carrying U.S. oil arrives in Japan for 1st time since Iran war (2026-04-26 21:26)

A tanker carrying U.S. oil arrived in Japan on Sunday, marking the first such shipment from the
United States since the Iran war began in late February. According---

* Australian foreign minister to raise energy security on Asia tour (2026-04-26 21:26)

Australia's Foreign Minister Penny Wong said Sunday she will tour Japan, China and South Korea
this week to shore up trade and energy ties as an oil supply---

* Eurovision: Venerable institution where art meets politics (2026-04-26 21:24)

The Eurovision Song Contest is famous for celebrating everything from cross-dressing ballad
singers to heavy metal bands in monster masks, but geopolitics is threatening its 70th
anniversary edition.---

* 'Michael' moonwalks to $97 million opening, shattering record for music biopics
(2026-04-26 21:23)

"Michael," the big-budget Michael Jackson spectacle, shrugged off bad reviews and a troubled
production to launch with $97 million in U.S. and Canada theaters, according to studio
estimates---

* Astros pitcher Tatsuya Imai to begin a rehab assignment at Double-A on Tuesday
(2026-04-26 21:20)

Houston Astros right-hander Tatsuya Imai is expected to begin a rehab assignment with
Double-A Corpus Christi on Tuesday. Imai, who has been on the injured list because of---

* Pogacar storms to a third straight Liege-Bastogne-Liége win (2026-04-26 21:20)

Four-time Tour de France winner Tadej Pogacar continued his dominance on Sunday after
becoming the first rider this century to earn three straight victories at the Liege-Bastogne-Liege
classic---

* Sinner motors on in Madrid as Gauff overcomes stomach bug (2026-04-26 21:20)

Jannik Sinner continued his quest to become the first man in history to win five Masters 1000
tournaments in a row with a smooth 6-2, 6-3 victory over---
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* Chelsea beats Leeds on Fernandez goal and sets up FA Cup final meeting with Man City
(2026-04-26 21:20)

Chelsea’ s season might be unraveling but it will still include an appearance in the FA Cup final.
Enzo Fernandez’ s 23rd-minute header secured Chelsea a 1-0 win over Leeds:-

* Key U.S. senator lifts block on Fed chair nominee (2026-04-26 21:20)

Republican U.S. Senator Thom Tillis said Sunday that he would support Kevin Warsh's
nomination as Federal Reserve chairman after the investigation into the current Fed chief was
dropped.--

* Hungary's Magyar to meet EU's von der Leyen for talks on EU funds this week (2026-04-26
21:20)

Hungary's incoming prime minister Peter Magyar said on Sunday he would go to Brussels on
Wednesday for informal talks with European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen to---

* Malian defense minister killed in attack that saw jihadis and rebels seize towns, military
bases (2026-04-26 21:20)

Malian Minister of Defense Gen. Sadio Camara was killed in an attack as jihadi and rebel forces
seized towns and military bases across the country, according to a---

* Car bomb explodes outside Northern Ireland police station after vehicle hijacked
(2026-04-26 21:19)

A car bomb exploded outside a police station in the Dunmurry area of south Belfast late on
Saturday after a delivery vehicle was hijacked and the driver forced---

* Trump says Iran can call if it wants to talk, as Iranian envoy returns to Pakistan
(2026-04-26 21:19)

President Donald Trump said on Sunday that Iran could call if it wanted to negotiate an end to
the war launched by the U.S. and Israel, as Iran's--

* Zelenskyy accuses Russia of 'nuclear terrorism' on Chernobyl anniversary (2026-04-26
21:19)

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy accused Russia of "nuclear terrorism" on Sunday, as
Ukraine marked the 40th anniversary of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster amid deadly new drone
attacks. Five---

* Israeli strikes kill 14 in Lebanon as Israel warns residents to leave towns beyond 'buffer
zone' (2026-04-26 21:19)

Israeli strikes killed 14 people and wounded 37 on Sunday, Lebanon's health ministry said, as
the Israeli military warned residents to leave seven towns beyond the "buffer zone"---
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* King Charles' visit to U.S. to proceed after Washington shooting (2026-04-26 21:19)

King Charles' state visit to the United States will go ahead as planned on Monday despite a
shooting at a White House dinner attended by President Donald Trump,---

* DC gala shooting suspect aired grievances against Trump in writings to family (2026-04-26
21:19)

The man accused of opening fire at the White House Correspondents' Association dinner railed
against Trump administration policies and referred to himself as a “Friendly Federal
Assassin” in--

* Trump calls for unity and bipartisan healing after another violent incident. But will it last?
(2026-04-26 21:19)

President Donald Trump was somberly contemplative and unusually conciliatory after
confronting what he saw as a third attempt on his life in less than two years. He suggested---

* Japan outbound travel remains at 70% of pre-pandemic levels (2026-04-26 07:35)
Overseas travel from Japan has been recovering but remains at more than 70 percent of
pre-pandemic levels amid a weak yen, a Kyodo News analysis of government data---

* Man arrested over murder of woman in Tokyo in 2018 (2026-04-26 07:33)

A 47-year-old man has been arrested on suspicion of killing a 29-year-old woman in Tokyo’ s
Roppongi district in 2018. Police said Nobuaki Takahashi, who had been on an---

* Japan deploys 1,400 firefighters, SDF to battle raging wildfires in Iwate (2026-04-26 07:30)
Japan has deployed 1,400 firefighters and 100 Self-Defense Force personnel to battle mountain
blazes in Iwate Prefecture, with the fires, now burning on Sunday for a fifth straight---

* 4 vying to be next U.N. chief try to set themselves apart as race heats up (2026-04-26

06:37)

Four candidates vying to lead the United Nations have spent hours being grilled about their

views on issues from restoring global peace to ending escalating poverty — in---

* Trump unharmed after shooting incident at White House correspondents' dinner
(2026-04-26 04:00)

A man armed with guns and knives stormed the lobby outside a high-profile journalists' dinner
attended by President Donald Trump and multiple senior U.S. leaders on Saturday night,---

Source: Mainichi Daily News
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T3 TATWERREDICHMNT T, FHNDN R <R TN EAHOSSROT M HBEN
Xlfc, BERICLDXRT &

cREAR “FRIBBOEETIACINSHELEFOTTEEN” (2026-04-28 10:46)
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Source: Nippon.com

« Children’ s Day (Japan’ s National Holidays) (2026-05-02 18:00)

Celebrating Children&rsquo;s GrowthIn Japan, there have long been festivals that celebrate
children&rsquo;s growth: Hinamatsuri on March 3 for girls, and Tango no Sekku on May 5 for
boys. Established ...

* Sharpen Up with Umeboshi: A Recipe Collection (2026-05-02 18:00)

Onigiri Rice Balls and Bentd Box LunchesUmeboshi is frequently paired with white rice; it is a
standard filling for onigiri. Finely chopped umeboshi can also be mixed with freshly cooked rice,
though....

« Children’ s Day: Carp Streamers and Samurai Traditions (2026-05-02 18:00)
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A Traditional Male FocusMay 5 marks Tango no Sekku, which in Japan is also known as
Children&rsquo;s Day. The sekku are five ancient seasonal festivals influenced by Chinese
philosophy that are held a...

- Greenery Day (Japan’ s National Holidays ) (2026-05-01 18:00)

Free Admission at Some Zoos and Aquariumsjapan&rsquo;s Greenery Day national holiday on
May 4 is a time for appreciating nature and expressing gratitude for its blessings.With mild
temperatures and fr...

« [Video] Kyoto Night Beat: Drumming Ensemble Opens New Theater in Japan’ s Old Capital
(2026-05-01 18:00)

A New Kyoto Theater for an Old Percussive ArtKyoto, the imperial capital of Japan for more than
a thousand years, is a leading destination for domestic travel as well as receiving over 10 million
inbo...

* Fiscal Policy on the Brink: Rising Inflation, Weaker Yen Put Pressure on Takaichi
(2026-05-01 06:00)

Caught in a Fix, Barely Half a Year InPrime Minister Takaichi Sanae&rsquo;s Liberal Democratic
Party swept February&rsquo;s general election in a landslide, enabling it to solidify its political
base....

- Constitution Memorial Day (Japan’ s National Holidays) (2026-04-30 18:00)

Constitution Memorial Day commemorates the enactment of Japan&rsquo;s postwar
constitution on May 3, 1947. It was officially designated a national holiday in 1948.Rallies and
Symposia Held Nationwidek...

* AI-Summarized News Articles: Readers Want Clear, Reliable Sources (2026-04-30 18:00)

Since July 2025, the news app operator SmartNews has been providing a service called
SmartNews Al Matome, which lets users read Al-generated summaries of major news stories on
the SmartNews app.The op...

* Wisteria in Japan (2026-04-30 12:00)

Hanging Purple FlowersWisteria (fuji) begin to flower from mid-April, with the season lasting
until mid-May. The popular species Wisteria floribunda is native to Japan and is admired for its
purple bl...

« Japan’ s Quantity of Waste and Recycling Rate Both Down in Fiscal 2024 (2026-04-29
18:00)

Japan&rsquo;s Ministry of the Environment has announced the results of its fiscal 2024 survey
on the status of municipal solid waste generation and treatment. According to the results, total
waste gen...
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« The Real Questions Behind “Putting It All on AI” (2026-04-29 18:00)

The Inevitability of the AI RevolutionIn April 2026, the Nikkei published a series of interviews
with global and domestic experts as part of its Newspaper Week project. I was one of those
interviewed,...

* New Film Explores the Life of Tragic Taiwanese Hero Tang Te-chang (2026-04-28 18:00)

Taiwan&rsquo;s Fallen HeroAt the center of the city of Tainan in southern Taiwan is a circular
park where seven main roads converge and radiate outward. Under Japanese rule, it was known
as Taisho Par...

» Gotobiki Rock: The Primordial Sacred Stone of Kumano (2026-04-28 18:00)

Where the Kumano Deities First LandedKamikura Shrine stands midway up the slopes of Mount
Gongen in Shingt, Wakayama Prefecture. Perched atop a cliff known as Ama no Iwatate, the
shrine&rsquo;s main o...

* TeamLab Exhibition in Chiba Combines Light, Darkness, Nature, and a Sense of Vast Time
(2026-04-27 18:00)

Outdoor ArtOn April 17, the international art collective TeamLab opened an outdoor nighttime
exhibition at the Yord Valley, a tourist spot in central Chiba Prefecture. Until May 24, visitors can
strol...

« Oil Surge May Force 40% of Japan’ s Firms to Cut Core Business Within Six Months
(2026-04-27 18:00)

Difficulties in Procuring Raw MaterialsFollowing US and Israeli attacks against Iran, the Strait of
Hormuz, which is a critical chokepoint for the transportation of crude oil, has been effectively
clo...

* Miyano-Yu: A Former Tokyo Bathhouse Serving Matcha, Espresso, and Warm Memories
(2026-04-27 18:00)

As communal sentd bathhouses close their doors across Japan, a new movement is emerging to
repurpose their distinctive traditional architecture and decor for other uses, including
caf&eacute;s and gal...

* The Roots of Wagyi: From Local Cattle to Global Brand (2026-04-26 18:00)

Roots of WagyiWagyt brings to mind mouthwatering cuts of marbled beef soft enough that
they seem to melt on the tongue. While the term today represents the pinnacle of premium
beef, wagyd has surprisi...

- Showa Day (Japan’ s National Holidays) (2026-04-26 18:00)
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Looking Back to the Twentieth CenturyShowa Day, at the start of the Golden Week holiday
period, remembers the period from 1926 to 1989, during the reign of Emperor Showa.Before
the war, April 29, the ...

* Japan Survey Finds Health Checkup Red Flags Often Ignored (2026-04-26 18:00)

Some Skip Reading the DetailsUbie, a Tokyo-based provider of tech-based healthcare services,
conducted a survey of 1,378 people who have undergone a health checkup in recent years. The
results show th...

* NTT Docomo Ends i-Mode Mobile Service That Pioneered the Emoji (2026-04-26 18:00)

Using Phones for Banking, Travel, and MoreOn March 31, 2026, NTT Docomo shut down its
third-generation mobile network (3G) and i-Mode service. i-Mode, which was launched on
February 22, 1999, has now ...

Source: The Japan Times

* As Iran war sends oil prices soaring, some see fresh potential for solar in Japan
(2026-05-03 05:55)

While megasolar projects are facing headwinds at the government level, some see renewed
potential for solar sharing and smaller-scale, off-grid systems.

* LIV served purpose for Saudi Arabia, as kingdom reduces spending on sports (2026-05-03
05:30)

Experts said the exit does not signal a flight of Saudi money from sports, even after the Middle
East war that sparked Iranian attacks around the Gulf.

* Finance minister declines to comment on yen intervention for now (2026-05-03 05:09)

"As finance minister, at this stage I'm not in a position to comment," Katayama told reporters in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan.

* Japan tells Iran of strong hope for peace deal with U.S. (2026-05-03 04:28)

The top Japanese diplomat called on Iran to show "maximum flexibility," according to Japan's
Foreign Ministry.

* Memorial park opens 15 years after Fukushima disaster (2026-05-03 02:21)

The Fukushima March 11 Memorial Park was jointly established by the central government and
the prefecture in an area straddling the towns of Namie and Futaba.

* 18 governors in Japan see need for constitutional revision (2026-05-03 01:41)

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 57— 2026-05-03


https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-data/h02759/
https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-topics/g02591/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/environment/2026/05/03/energy/iran-war-japan-solar-power/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/sports/2026/05/03/more-sports/saudi-goals-liv-golf/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2026/05/03/markets/katayama-no-comment-intervention/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/03/japan/politics/japan-iran-peace-deal-hope/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/03/japan/memorial-park-fukushima-disaster/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/03/japan/politics/governors-constitutional-survey/

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

The governor of Okinawa disagreed, while 24 others, including leaders from Nagano, Hyogo,
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, gave noncommittal answers.

* No longer shushed: Japan’ s cultural venues make room for children (2026-05-03 01:36)

From ballet to museums, cultural institutions are adapting to the needs of families with young
children.

* Iwate town declares forest fire under control on 11th day (2026-05-03 01:35)

According to the prefectural government, the fire burned about 1,633 hectares.

* Taiwan president defiant as begins Eswatini trip; China calls him a 'rat' (2026-05-03 01:28)

Last month, Taiwan said China had forced three Indian Ocean countries to pull overflight
permission for Lai's aircraft to travel to Eswatini.

* Water shortages hit tourist spots in japan during Golden Week (2026-05-03 01:24)

Sightseeing boats, hot spring facility operators and other businesses have been forced to
reduce service hours.

* CEO Greg Abel moves to assure Berkshire shareholders in a post-Buffett world
(2026-05-03 01:13)

Abel, 63, spoke at Berkshire's annual meeting in Omaha, Nebraska, four months after
succeeding arguably the world's most famous investor as chief executive officer.

« Nvidia’ s push into physical Al sparks rally in Asian partners (2026-05-03 00:59)

Nvidia-induced demand is shaping stock performance across Asia's technology supply chain.

* Spirit ends operations after White House bailout collapses (2026-05-03 00:51)

All Spirit flights have been canceled and passengers have been advised not to go to the airport
after the airline failed to secure a deal with the Trump administration for funding.

* Trump threatens deeper cuts for U.S. troop presence in Germany (2026-05-03 00:44)

Trump has grown increasingly frustrated with European nations, accusing them of ignoring his
requests for help in the U.S. war with Iran and to reopen the Strait of Hormuz.

* Trump says U.S. could restart Iran strikes 'if they misbehave' (2026-05-03 00:38)

Trump is under domestic pressure to break Iran's hold on the strait, which has choked off 20%
of the world's oil and gas supplies and pushed up U.S. gasoline prices.

« Connor McDavid faces tough questions about future after early playoff exit (2026-05-03
00:28)
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The Canadian's two-year contract extension, which was announced last October, kicks in at the
start of the 2026-27 season and is set to expire at the end of the 2027-28 season.

* Golden Tempo surges late to win Kentucky Derby (2026-05-03 00:16)

The win made Cherie DeVaux the first female trainer to capture the iconic race at Churchill
Downs in Louisville, Kentucky.

+ Naoya Inoue breathes sigh of relief after outlasting Junto Nakatani in superfight
(2026-05-02 23:40)

The bout had been billed as one of the biggest in Japanese boxing history, bringing together two
unbeaten fighters with identical 32-0 records at Tokyo Dome.

* Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta says dream of winning league title remains intact
(2026-05-02 23:36)

Arsenal shrugged off recent shaky performances in a convincing win over Fulham.

* Naoya "Monster" Inoue gets past Junto Nakatani in Tokyo Dome superfight (2026-05-02
22:50)

Inoue retained his undisputed super bantamweight titles and handed Nakatani the first loss of
his career.

* New head chef at Maz explores Peruvian food through a Japanese lens (2026-05-02 09:00)

Fukuoka native Yuya Nakamura has big shoes to fill as he takes over from the talented Santiago
Fernandez.

* Lakers deliver knockout blow to Rockets in Game 6 to set up clash with Thunder

(2026-05-02 08:46)

Rui Hachimura put up 21 points for the Lakers in the victory.

* Bryson DeChambeau denies having talks with PGA Tour (2026-05-02 08:19)

The Saudi Arabia Public Investment Fund will not provide funding for the league beyond this
season.

* High costs and lack of privacy slow uptake of OTC emergency contraceptives (2026-05-02
06:38)

Having to receive explanations about the pill from pharmacists and take it in front of them
poses significant hurdles for buyers seeking anonymity.

* Hiroshima A-bomb survivor calls for abolition of 'devil's weapons' at U.N. (2026-05-02
06:37)
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Jiro Hamasumi, secretary-general of Japan's leading group of atomic bomb survivors, was
exposed to the bomb while still in his mother's womb in Hiroshima.

* Not even Japanese bathhouses are immune from shocks of Iran war (2026-05-02 06:37)

Soaring oil prices driven by the war in the Middle East are threatening to deal a final blow to the
traditional public bathhouse.

* Iran standoff could leave Trump worse off than before he went to war (2026-05-02 05:39)

With both sides outwardly confident they hold the upper hand and their positions far apart,
there is no obvious off-ramp in sight.

« The world’ s central banks are wrestling with a gigantic problem (2026-05-02 05:25)

Surging inflation, an economic slowdown, and uncertainty over how long the energy shock set
will last has forced central banks to adjust.

* In Vietnam speech, Takaichi to shore up Indo-Pacific ties with updated strategy
(2026-05-02 04:58)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi is set to deliver an update to Japan's decade-old "Free and Open
Indo-Pacific Strategy," as Tokyo looks to build up regional ties to counter China.

« Conceptual art offers glimpse inside architects’ minds (2026-05-02 01:58)

WHAT Museum's group exhibition "Corrugated/Coral — Eight Practices to Project Architecture
Afar" aims to visualize how humans influence architecture and vice versa.

* Japan determined to prop up yen through intervention (2026-05-02 01:09)

Many analysts believe the effects of the latest intervention will be short-lived as the factors that
contribute to a weaker yen remain unchanged.

* Investors are running out of time to brace for true oil shock (2026-05-02 00:52)

In thrall to an Al boom  that has sent stocks to record highs and harboring hopes of a
short-lived Iran war, investors have yet to prepare for a doubling of physical oil prices.

* WTO plans 10% budget cut as U.S. falls back into arrears, documents show (2026-05-02
00:41)

Washington is usually the biggest contributor to the Geneva-based body, but itwas not
immediately clear when — or even if — the U.S. would pay up.

* U.S. to close its flagship Gaza mission as Trump plan stalls (2026-05-02 00:33)

Diplomats said the move underscores the difficulties facing U.S. efforts to oversee the truce and
coordinate on aid.
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* Trump's attacks on Europe's leaders worsen transatlantic frost (2026-05-02 00:23)

The latest U.S. broadsides, fired over disagreements about the Iran war, have raised fresh
questions about the best way to handle a mercurial ally.

* U.S. seeks to deploy hypersonic missile for the first time against Iran (2026-05-02 00:07)

If the request, which has not been made public, is approved, it would also send a signal to
strategic adversaries Russia and China.

* Trump says will raise U.S. tariffs on EU cars to 25% (2026-05-02 00:00)

U.S. President Donald Trump charged that the bloc is not complying with an earlier trade deal.

* Trump says he's dissatisfied with Iranian proposal as rift with allies deepens (2026-05-01
23:57)

Trump's comments indicated the deadlock over the 2-month-old war is likely to persist, even as
he looks to end a conflict that remains deeply unpopular among Americans.

+ U.S. withdrawing 5,000 troops from Germany, U.S. officials say (2026-05-01 23:33)

The drawdown would bring U.S. troop levels in Europe back to roughly pre-2022 levels, before
Russia's invasion of Ukraine triggered a buildup by then-President Joe Biden.

« For tourists in Japan’ s outdoor sports scene, safety is not guaranteed (2026-05-01 23:05)

Recent data suggests accidents involving foreign tourists are disproportionately represented in
certain high-risk activities.

« ‘Sashiko’ needlework artisan says craft is about 'the stories behind the stitching'
(2026-05-01 23:00)

In a new book, a third-generation craftsman explores how the origins of his art are at risk of
being lost in an upswell of popularity.

* Jury of Italy's Venice Biennale resigns en masse (2026-05-01 11:34)

Following the resignations, the Biennale said it has decided that the award ceremony,
previously scheduled for May 9, will take place on Nov. 22.

* After nationwide search, police arrest suspect in Tokyo hammer attack (2026-05-01 08:55)

The suspect allegedly struck two students with a hammer in the Tokyo city of Fussa on
Wednesday before spraying officers who arrived at the scene with an unknown substance.

« Why Beijing can’ tquit ‘open’ AI(2026-05-01 08:51)

The shift away from open source may be driven by the need for companies to make money, but
it's unlikely to happen all at once.
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* As bears emerge from hibernation, local governments warn of attacks (2026-05-01 08:26)

Japan's municipalities are telling residents to take extra precautions this spring, such as
refraining from leaving outside their homes any items that could attract bears.

* Junto Nakatani shows no fear of Naoya 'Monster' Inoue ahead of title clash (2026-05-01
07:20)

Both fighters made weight for the fight during an event in front of over 1,000 fans.

* Japan’ s space systems face growing cybersecurity threats (2026-05-01 07:14)

Space systems depend on data links between satellites and ground infrastructure, making them
inherently tied to cybersecurity.

* Two dead, including one Japanese, after light plane crash in South Australia (2026-05-01
07:09)

The aircraft crashed into a hangar at Parafield Airport during a training flight, killing the
Japanese learner pilot and the Australian instructor on board.

* Taiwan blows past forecasts with economic growth at 39-year high (2026-05-01 07:03)

Gross domestic product expanded almost 13.7% in the first quarter from a year earlier,
compared with about 12.7% in the previous three months.

* Japan mum on yen intervention, heavy on jawboning, ahead of long holiday weekend
(2026-05-01 06:15)

Multiple reports say that the government did seek to prop up the currency, and traders are
bracing for another round.

* Japan overtakes U.S. in global press freedom index (2026-05-01 06:03)

The report found press freedom has sunk to a 25-year low, with 52% of the countries and
territories being categorized as in "difficult" or "very serious" situations.

* The death of a Lebanese village (2026-05-01 05:35)

In Lebanon, villages occupy a profound psychological and cultural space: centers of gravity
where families converge from across the country and world.

* Japan secures enough petroleum-derived naphtha to last into 2027 (2026-05-01 05:35)

Questions over a possible shortage of the material — used for products ranging from medical
supplies to cheap consumer goods — have been rising due to the Iran war.

* Convicted former Harvard scientist rebuilds brain computer lab in China (2026-05-01
05:18)
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Scientists at China's People's Liberation Army have investigated brain interfaces as a way to
engineer super soldiers by boosting mental agility and situational awareness.

*Japan joined by 115 nations and regions in joint statement on nuclear weapons
(2026-05-01 05:02)

The statement emphasizes the importance of passing on "invaluable testimonies" of the
survivors of the 1945 U.S. atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki to future generations.

* Decades later, the dispute over Minamata disease remains unresolved (2026-05-01 04:57)

Victims urge the government and the chemical firm whose wastewater discharges caused the
neurological disorder to properly take responsibility.

* Knicks finish off Hawks in record-setting fashion to advance in playoffs (2026-05-01 04:32)

It was the most points scored by the Knicks in a playoff game, and their largest winning margin
in the postseason.

« Starvation and drowning on the deadly Horn of Africa migrant route (2026-05-01 03:41)

More than 900 died or disappeared along the Eastern Route in 2025 — the deadliest year on
record.

* Leading Japanese tanka poet Hirohiko Okano dies at 101 (2026-05-01 03:40)

The prominent Japanese tanka poet who was born in Mie Prefecture in 1924 gave tanka writing
guidance to Emperor Showa as an adviser to the Imperial Household Agency.

* Nissan cancels plan to build electric SUVs at Mississippi plant (2026-05-01 03:35)

The Yokohama-based automaker attributed the decision to waning demand among American
consumers for all-electric vehicles.

* Japan's green tea exports surge in fiscal 2025 amid matcha boom (2026-05-01 03:03)

By value, exports rose more than twofold to ¥84.7 billion due to soaring prices amid growing
global demand.

« Golden Week security assignments for Takaichi’ s Cabinet (2026-05-01 02:57)

Japan has strengthened ties with countries throughout the region through aggressive security
diplomacy that has revitalized agreements.

* Takaichi urges Iran president to ensure safe passage through Strait of Hormuz
(2026-05-01 02:49)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi also expressed her hopes that the U.S. and Iran will resume talks
soon on ending their fighting and reach a final deal.
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* Lebanon's internal splits over talks with Israel trip up Saudi mediation efforts (2026-05-01
02:42)

Lebanese leaders remain at odds over the negotiation format and ultimate goal.

* Lindsey Vonn still uncertain about future following crash at Olympics (2026-05-01 02:40)

The injury nearly resulted in her left leg being amputated and came nine days after Vonn tore
her anterior cruciate ligament in a World Cup crash.

« ‘Into the Belly of the Beast’ : A stomach-churning thriller offers grisly surprises
(2026-05-01 02:40)

Jun Yamada's low-budget suspense drama is lean and stylistically assured, with a protagonist
with deeply disturbing tastes.

* Japanese utilities withhold earnings guidance amid fuel volatility (2026-05-01 02:34)

The war in the Middle East has driven a 70% increase in LNG prices in Asia, while the Strait of
Hormuz remains effectively closed.

* Zoo employee arrested for allegedly burning wife's body in incinerator (2026-05-01 02:25)

Tatsuya Suzuki, a 33-year-old employee of the Asahikawa Municipal Government, made
statements suggesting he also killed his wife.

* Japan Investment chief Yokoo named Tepco chairperson (2026-05-01 02:21)

Keisuke Yokoo, 74, will be the fifth person in a row to serve as Tepco chairperson from outside
the power supplier and the first from the financial industry.

« Myanmar moves Aung San Suu Kyi to house arrest (2026-05-01 02:19)

A statement from the office of Min Aung Hlaing said he had "commuted the remaining
sentence" of the 80-year-old Suu Kyi "to be served at the designated residence.”

* Cost of Iran war equals aid for more than 87 million people, U.N. aid chief says
(2026-05-01 02:15)

The Pentagon says it has spent $25 billion on the conflict in the Middle East, while the United
Nations aid office sought $23 billion for humanitarian assistance programs.

* Honda confident Aston Martin power unit problems solved (2026-05-01 02:14)

Excessive vibrations made it extremely uncomfortable for two-time champion Fernando Alonso
and Lance Stroll to drive their cars in the opening three races.

* Tokyo inflation cools on childcare support, backing BOJ caution (2026-05-01 02:10)

The consumer price index excluding fresh food rose 1.5% in April from a year earlier in the
capital, the smallest gain since March 2022.
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* FIFA head Gianni Infantino confirms Iran will play World Cup matches in U.S. (2026-05-01
02:00)

Iran's participation at this year's World Cup has been shrouded in uncertainty since the
eruption of war in the Middle East in February.

« U.K. tempers hopes of U.S. reset despite king’ s royal charmfest (2026-05-01 01:37)

King Charles III toured Washington, New York and Virginia over four days, meeting political and
business elites as well as young people experiencing economic hardship.

« Trump says he’ s open to reducing U.S. troops in Spain and Italy (2026-05-01 01:33)

Trump has repeatedly quarreled with European allies for not doing enough to pay for their own
defense and support the U.S. war in Iran.

* Tennis trailblazer Kei Nishikori announces his retirement (2026-05-01 01:33)

The tennis star made history at the 2014 U.S. Open when he became the first Japanese man in
the open era to reach a Grand Slam final.

* LIV Golf players scrambling as Saudi Arabia pulls funding from breakaway circuit
(2026-05-01 00:52)

According to multiple reports, the PGA Tour and DP World Tour are "listening" to players who
reach out about shifting circuits.

* From surplus to strain: Iran war and El Nino threaten global rice supply (2026-05-01 00:47)

Rice is central to global food security, and even small supply disruptions can ripple through
countries, raising prices and straining household budgets.

* Iranian economic collapse may come too late for Trump (2026-05-01 00:37)

If U.S. President Donald Trump expects Iran to blink first in their game of economic chicken, he
may be waiting a while.

* Yen soars as Japan intervenes after issuing 'final' warning (2026-04-30 23:02)

Until the government stepped in, the currency had been trading close to its cheapest levels in
four decades.

* Japan Times 1976: Disappointed hot-rod fans kill cameraman (2026-04-30 21:00)

Fifty years ago, a Kobe riot turns deadly; 25 years ago, a dictator's son slips into Tokyo
Disneyland.

* Japan's wig masters bring the kabuki stage to life (2026-04-30 19:20)
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In kabuki, transformation begins with the wig, as master artisans shape identity, status and
emotion strand by strand.

« Supreme leader vows Iran won’ t give up nuclear technologies (2026-04-30 12:09)

The Islamic Republic will "guard" its "advanced technologies" like it does its own borders,
Mojtaba Khamenei said in a written statement.

* Air travel bookings for Japan's Golden Week holiday robust (2026-04-30 11:06)

Japan Airlines and All Nippon Airways reported year-on-year growth in reservations for both
domestic and international flights for the eight-day period.

* Shinjiro Koizumi to visit South Korea for defense talks in June (2026-04-30 10:39)

This will be Koizumi's first visit to South Korea since he assumed his post last October.

* Japan to begin Minamata disease survey as early as this year (2026-04-30 10:21)

The survey on residents of the Shiranui Sea coast in Kumamoto and Kagoshima prefectures will
be conducted for the first time under a special law that took effect in 2009.

* Japanese fried chicken with a Southern twist (2026-04-30 09:40)

Step up your "karaage" game by coating your chicken in a rich miso milk marinade — Southern
style.

* Documentary captures the long echo of Fukushima's nuclear disaster (2026-04-30 09:00)

Without narration or music, Toru Yamada's intimate documentary "At the Triangle Intersection"
follows the silences, routines and unresolved tensions of post-disaster life.

* Chinese claim Japan is seeking to host allies' nuclear arms rebutted in New York
(2026-04-30 08:38)

Japan's representative said "introduction of nuclear weapons is not permitted" under its
nonnuclear principles and that its nuclear energy is "exclusively for peaceful purposes."

* Food prices in Japan set to rise as war drives up cost of plastic packaging (2026-04-30
07:51)

Prolonged disruption to energy flows via the Strait of Hormuz has cut the availability of
naphtha, a critical ingredient used in the production of plastic packaging.

* ChatGPT trounces humans in entrance exams for top Japan university, study finds
(2026-04-30 07:38)

The University of Tokyo's category 3 science exam, often taken by those seeking admission to its
medical school, is considered the most difficult exam to pass in Japan.
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* Saudi Arabia to end funding for LIV Golf after current season: report (2026-04-30 07:34)

LIV's deep-pocketed backers in Riyadh were rumored to have cooled on the extravagantly
expensive project, which has reportedly cost them over $5 billion so far.

* The split between China and Silicon Valley just got wider (2026-04-30 07:33)

A decade ago, Silicon Valley investors raced to back Chinese startups. Today, few do.

+ ‘They said Al saved me’ : How South Korea is checking on its older adults (2026-04-30
07:32)

An artificial intelligence-powered call service adopted by cities and counties across South Korea
checks on thousands of older adults living alone in isolation or poverty.

* Tokyo seeks Trump stopover in mid-May China trip (2026-04-30 07:16)

Trump is expected to hold talks with Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi to discuss Japan-China
relations and Taiwan.

* Get ready for another summer of rage in Asia (2026-04-30 06:23)

Young workers are especially vulnerable. Even before the war, the World Bank had warned of
mounting unemployment among the region's youth.

* Naoya Inoue and Junto Nakatani primed for titanic super bantamweight title clash
(2026-04-30 06:22)

Inoue and Nakatani coming into the fight boast identical 32-0 records.

* Pistons and Rockets win to avoid elimination (2026-04-30 05:51)

Cunningham scored a Pistons playoff-record 45 points to drag his team to a 116-109 victory on
a must-win night.

* Murata beats profit estimates as Al data-center demand strains production (2026-04-30
05:47)

The company says it is struggling to catch up with runaway demand for its multilayer ceramic
capacitors, sought by U.S. hyperscalers for artificial intelligence data centers.

* PAG beefs up Japan investment with $13 billion in targeted deals (2026-04-30 05:24)

The Asian alternative asset manager plans to invest in real estate and private equity in the next
three to four years.

* Foreign business owners in Japan feeling the strain of tighter visa criteria (2026-04-30
04:53)

A survey by Tokyo Shoko Research has found that about 5% of foreign business owners are
considering closing up shop while 45% expect impacts to operations.
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* Trump holds talks on prolonged Iran blockade and urges Tehran to reach a deal
(2026-04-30 04:46)

The U.S. president's talks with oil executives followed a deadlock in efforts to resolve the
conflict, which has led the U.S. to try to squeeze Iran's oil exports with a blockade.

* New Zealand mosque shooter's bid to appeal convictions denied by court (2026-04-30
04:39)

The Court of Appeal's decision means the appeal process is now at an end.

* U.S. adopts China's playbook on tech and security (2026-04-30 04:22)

U.S. thinking is only catching up with that of China, which has long considered technology
essential to the country's sovereignty and survival.

* North Korea faces ‘severe’ drought, according to state media (2026-04-30 04:12)

Natural disasters such as drought tend to have an outsized impact on the isolated country
because of its weak infrastructure and economy.

* Ex-Thai PM Thaksin set for parole after eight months in prison (2026-04-30 04:08)

The release paves the way for his possible return to politics as his family's party takes a lesser
role in a new conservative-led government.

« Nations urged to  ‘go further’ as fossil fuel exit talks wrap in Colombia (2026-04-30
03:53)

Ministers and envoys from nearly 60 countries gathered in Colombia in the hope of speeding up
the shift away from fossil fuels and breaking a stalemate at the U.N. climate talks.

« Japan’ s factory output fell in March as Iran war clouded demand outlook (2026-04-30
03:32)

The data reflects a period in flux, with business prospects for manufacturers starting to dim as
the impact of the Middle East conflict rippled through the global economy.

* Deficits loom for many health insurance associations at large Japanese firms (2026-04-30
03:29)

Over 70% of such groups are projected to log deficits in fiscal 2026, the National Federation of
Health Insurance Societies says.

* Police search for Tokyo man on the run after hammer attack on students (2026-04-30
03:24)

The suspect, Teruyuki Takabayashi, is alleged to have struck two students who were loitering
around his home with a hammer on Wednesday.
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« Japan’ s record sales of euro bonds show historic funding shift (2026-04-30 02:47)

Japan's largest trading firm, Mitsubishi, raised €1 billion from its inaugural euro-denominated
bond offering in February.

* Atletico Madrid and Arsenal play to draw in first leg of Champions League semifinal
(2026-04-30 02:42)

After Tuesday's nine-goal thriller between Paris Saint-Germain and Bayern Munich in the first
semifinal in France, the Metropolitano was treated to a far more tactical affair.

- Citi" s Japan banking head seeks expansion despite talent crunch (2026-04-30 02:31)

The Wall Street bank is chasing double-digit revenue growth in client-driven businesses and
wants to rank among the top three foreign banks across key operations in Japan.

* Yen breaks ¥160 to the dollar as Brent crude trades at $120 a barrel (2026-04-30 02:14)

The Japanese currency is at its weakest since July 2024 and at levels that could trigger
intervention.

* Takaichi speaks at event marking 100 years since start of Showa Era (2026-04-30 02:11)

Emperor Naruhito and Empress Masako also attended the ceremony, along with about 5,620
others.

- City in Osaka Prefecture seeks early launch of its own ‘baby hatch’ system (2026-04-30
02:07)

The city of Izumisano's initiative reflects Mayor Hiroyasu Chiyomatsu's strong belief that the city
must serve as "a stronghold for protecting lives."

* Largest-ever World Cup presents new challenges for Panini sticker collectors (2026-04-30
01:53)

With 48 nations heading to the tournament in June and July — the largest edition ever — 980
unique stickers, including 68 "special" ones will be required to fill the album.

* Mountain festival marks spring arrival high above Tokyo (2026-04-30 01:45)

The Hinode Sai, or Sunrise Festival, is believed to have started when wandering ascetics climbed
Mount Mitake in search of enlightenment.

* Deshaun Watson reportedly leading Browns' QB competition after first minicamp
(2026-04-30 01:29)

Watson did not play last season while recovering from an Achilles injury and two corrective
surgeries.
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* SoftBank to create and list AI firm Roze in U.S., Financial Times reports (2026-04-30 01:25)

The Japanese group has piled on debt as founder Masayoshi Son seeks to position himself as a
linchpin in the global artificial intelligence boom.

* Flying cars take off as support systems emerge, but hurdles remain (2026-04-30 01:11)

A new SkyDrive test flight over Tokyo Bay showed how close Japan's flying car plans may be,
while also highlighting the challenges that could still keep them grounded.

* Indonesia lends Komodo dragon pair to Japan zoo (2026-04-30 00:57)

Indonesia's Surabaya Zoo will receive a pair of red pandas, a pair of giraffes, four Aldabra giant
tortoises and two female Japanese macaques from iZoo in Shizuoka Prefecture.

* Hungary's Magyar pushes to unblock EU billions in Brussels (2026-04-30 00:57)

In a sign he intends to turn the page on the bad blood of Viktor Orban's rule, incoming
Hungarian Prime Minister Peter Magyar visited Brussels before he takes office next month.

* King's visit to U.S. shows U.K. playing long game in fixing strained ties (2026-04-30 00:33)

King Charles' task was not so much to smooth political ties as to remind the U.S. of the depth
and longevity of the relationship, diplomats and commentators said.

* Table tennis world championships hoping to ride 'Marty Supreme' momentum
(2026-04-30 00:30)

Actor Timothee Chalamet's chaotic portrayal of fictional ping-pong hustler Marty Mauser will be
a world away from the high-class action that begins at London's Copper Box Arena.

* UAE oil break exposes deepening Saudi rift as Gulf power shifts (2026-04-29 23:17)

The UAE' decision to quit OPEC has brought years of tensions with Saudi Arabia into the open,
marking a rebalancing of power shaped by the Iran war.

* Trump warns Iran blockade could last months, sending oil soaring (2026-04-29 23:16)

Brent oil futures have soared another 7.6% to $119.69, the highest price since the early days of
the Ukraine war in 2022.

« Paraguay says it’ s not abandoning Taiwan. China has other plans. (2026-04-29 23:14)

China has flexed its economic muscles in an effort to force countries, including Paraguay, to
break ties with Taiwan, which China considers part of its territory.

* Chinese hackers spied on Cuban embassy as U.S. prepared blockade (2026-04-29 23:13)

The campaign began in January and compromised the emails of 68 officials, including the Cuban
ambassador and the deputy chief of mission, researchers said.
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* Pentagon’ s $25 billion price tag for Iran war may miss key costs (2026-04-29 23:09)

Pentagon officials declined to give a more detailed breakdown of the costs when pressed for
answers during a congressional hearing.

* Powell to remain at Fed amid legal 'battering' by Trump administration (2026-04-29 23:08)

Powell's decision, unprecedented in the modern era of central banking, reflects concern over
ongoing political attacks on the institution.

* South Korean court hikes ex-president's sentence for obstructing justice (2026-04-29
22:13)

Yoon Suk Yeol is also serving a life sentence for the much more serious crime of leading an
insurrection, a result of his failed attempt to impose martial law in 2024.

« U.K.” s split-screen moment lays bare struggle to adapt to Trump (2026-04-29 07:51)

Managing ties with U.S. President Donald Trump's United States has come to consume the
British state.

* Jerome Powell: Fed chair who stood up to Trump set to finish tenure on top (2026-04-29
07:44)

All eyes are on Powell to see if he will choose to continue on the Fed's board past his time as
chair.

* Acid attack in Indonesia evokes brutality of Suharto era (2026-04-29 07:43)

The brutal ambush of an outspoken military critic led to four arrests, but activists say that more
were involved.

* Takaichi vows support for wage hikes at May Day event (2026-04-29 07:36)

The prime minister also called for cooperation to achieve "sustained wage hikes that outpace
inflation."

* New Zealand officials reject statue remembering Japan's comfort women (2026-04-29
07:18)

Thousands of women from Korea, China and southeast Asia are believed to have been forced or
coerced into Japan's wartime brothel system from 1932 until 1945.

* Inside Ukraine's drive to defeat the dreaded Shahed drone (2026-04-29 07:18)

The pioneering low-cost, long-range attack drones designed by Iran have become the scourge of
Ukraine, with Russia unleashing thousands of them on its enemy every month.

« Kirishima back at 6zeki in sumo’ s latest banzuke rankings (2026-04-29 06:46)

The latest rankings also reflect a broader reshuffling as new contenders edge closer to the top.
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* Janson Junk outduels Shohei Ohtani as Marlins edge Dodgers (2026-04-29 05:41)

Without Ohtaniin  the batting order for the second time in five starts on the mound, the
Dodgers struggled on offense.

* Atomic bombing exhibition opens at U.N. headquarters as NPT is under review
(2026-04-29 05:25)

The exhibition, organized by the Japan Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers
Organizations, the 2024 winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, will run until June 1.

+ Iwate wildfire starting to be brought under control, authorities say (2026-04-29 05:15)

While the town lifted evacuation orders in most areas as the fire is being brought under control,
there is still no clear timeline for full containment.

* Steelers place rare contract tender on Aaron Rodgers (2026-04-29 05:03)

If Aaron Rodgers plays another season, the Steelers wantto  make sure it's with Pittsburgh.

* Man acquitted over 1986 murder seeks state compensation (2026-04-29 05:01)
Shoshi Maekawa, 60, was acquitted in a retrial in August 2025.

* China-U.S. tensions build over Iran and Al before Trump meets Xi (2026-04-29 04:57)

Donald Trump and Xi Jinping are headed toward a summit next month with a shared desire to
stabilize ties. That calm is being tested as both leaders rush to shore up strategic vulnerabilities
over Iranian oil and Al

* As some hijabs come off in Iran, restrictions stay in place (2026-04-29 04:55)

Though enforcement of wearing hijab appears to have slackened, authorities can still summon
women for not wearing the headscarf and shut down cafes for not upholding the rule.

* Replace fixtures too when switching to LED lighting, safety watchdog urges (2026-04-29
04:45)
Over 50 cases reported to the National Institute of Technology and Evaluation in the 10 years

until 2025 involved fires believed to have occurred due to aging fixtures.

* North Korea’ s Ukraine war lessons reshaping calculus on Korean Peninsula (2026-04-29
04:15)

Pyongyang's battlefield experience, ability to project force overseas and increasingly rapid
weapons development cycles are worrying trends, the head of U.S. Forces Korea says.

* Trump tells aides to prep for lengthy Hormuz blockade, WS) says (2026-04-29 03:54)
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The decision suggests that the U.S. could be moving into a lengthy period with the fighting
largely halted, but no durable resolution to the conflict.

* MUFG to foray into real estate and expand forex derivatives in India (2026-04-29 03:46)

Japan's biggest bank is seeking to deepen its presence in the world's fastest-growing major
economy.

* World Series star Trey Yesavage rejoins Blue Jays in win over Red Sox (2026-04-29 03:15)

Vladimir Guerrero Jr. had two hits and an RBI while Kazuma Okamoto had a two-run single to
help the Blue Jays end Boston's three-game winning streak.

* People linked to top Orban aide were blocked trying to send funds abroad, Hungary's
Magyar says (2026-04-29 02:58)

Peter Magyar is due to be sworn in as Orban's successor on May 9.

+ U.S. orders chip equipment companies to halt some shipments to China's Hua Hong
(2026-04-29 02:42)

The move is the latest U.S. action to slow China's development of advanced chips, two people
familiar with the matter said.

* Food tax rate of 1% pitched as industries push back on PM's campaign promise
(2026-04-29 02:36)
Although the government aims to implement the two-year tax cut to 0% within fiscal 2026, it

would take a year to make cash register systems compatible with such a rate.

« Japan’ s Terra Drone expands investment in Ukraine drone sector (2026-04-29 02:20)

The Tokyo-based company looks to bring battlefield-tested technology back to Japan to tap into
a multibillion-dollar defense budget for unmanned systems.

* China races to build record biobank to rival U.S. drugs research (2026-04-29 01:58)

For Chinese scientists, access to homegrown biobanks could accelerate the advance of
biotechnology companies and cement the country's place as a global innovation powerhouse.

* Baptiste stuns Sabalenka to end Madrid title defense (2026-04-29 01:46)

The American saved six match points before she handed Sabalenka just her second defeat of
the year, and her first since the Australian Open final three months ago.

* PSG edges Bayern in nine-goal Champions League semifinal epic (2026-04-29 01:45)

It was the highest-scoring match ever at this stage of the competition.

* Japan to likely pass bill raising immigration fees (2026-04-29 01:45)
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If the bill also clears the House of Councilors, the new immigration fees would be implemented
within this fiscal year, which ends next March.

«Iran’ s Revolutionary Guard seizes wartime power, blunts supreme leader's role
(2026-04-29 01:42)

Tehran no longer has a single, undisputed clerical arbiter at the pinnacle of power.

* Some 15% of hospitals in Japan report sexual abuse (2026-04-29 01:41)

The survey by the Children and Families Agency, the first of its kind, was conducted online
between December 2025 and January 2026.

* Russian 'shadow fleet' undeterred by Starmer's threat as nearly 100 ships cross U.K.
waters (2026-04-29 01:10)

Since the U.K. prime minister's remarks in March, the number of Russian vessels subject to
sanctions transiting its waters was unchanged from previous months.

* Japanese crude supertanker may have exited Strait of Hormuz in war first (2026-04-29
01:05)

The supertanker linked to Japan is carrying 2 million barrels of crude, which was loaded from
Saudi Arabia's Juaymah terminal in early March.

* U.S. spy agencies examine how Iran would react to Trump declaring victory (2026-04-29
00:36)

A quick de-escalation could ease political pressure on the U.S. president but also leave behind
an emboldened Iran that could eventually threaten U.S. allies in the region.

* King Charles urges U.S. to reject isolationism in landmark speech (2026-04-29 00:28)

Britain's King Charles III used his remarks to a joint session of Congress to also argue for
preserving the alliance between the U.K. and U.S.

* Toyota suppliers start to feel strain of supply chain disruptions due to Iran conflict
(2026-04-29 00:18)

Toyota's parts suppliers are grappling with rising raw material costs, shortages of basic supplies
and ongoing logistical turmoil.

* How the Iran crisis affects Japan (2026-04-29 00:10)

With the Strait of Hormuz still closed, nearly a fifth of the world's oil exports are being kept
from reaching their destinations.

* Japan considers making language programs a factor in residency screenings (2026-04-28
23:28)
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This comes in response to calls from the ruling Liberal Democratic Party for measures to
address problems between Japanese and foreign residents.

* European Parliament backs EU-wide consent-based definition of rape (2026-04-28 22:28)

Legal definitions of rape differ by country, even among signatories of an international treaty
that criminalizes rape based on the absence of consent.

* Drone diplomacy wins Ukraine valuable allies, but now it must deliver (2026-04-28 22:27)

This month alone, Ukraine has signed defense and drone deals in Germany, Norway and the
Netherlands.

« U.S. ends investigation into claims WhatsApp chats aren’ t private (2026-04-28 22:23)

The abrupt closure ends a law enforcement inquiry into claims that challenge how the company
markets the chat service's privacy.

 UAE exit weakens OPEC+ power over oil market but group to stay together, sources say
(2026-04-28 22:16)

The UAE is the fourth-largest producer in the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
and said it would quit the group on Tuesday after nearly 60 years as a member.

 Iran war is latest blow to Somalia's malnourished children (2026-04-28 12:09)

Shortages of lifesaving therapeutic foods are forcing clinics to turn away severely malnourished
children and ration supplies.

* As war nears two months, displaced Lebanese family sinks into despair (2026-04-28 11:21)

What Khreiss could not have imagined was that he would still be living on Beirut's streets nearly
two months later, relying on donations.

* Most prediction market traders are losing money while bots rack up gains (2026-04-28
11:20)

Among the winners, a majority of the profits were raked in by a tiny slice of what look to be
automated bots.

* Trump administration fires entire National Science Board (2026-04-28 11:04)

The independent board was established in 1950 to advise the president and Congress on
policies about science and engineering.

* Gourmet capital Kyoto now has six three-Michelin-starred restaurants (2026-04-28 09:00)

The latest edition of the Michelin Guide Kyoto & Osaka sees Miyamaso earn three stars — the
first time since 2020 that Kyoto has a new three-starred entry.
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* Lower House approves bills to raise out-of-pocket costs for OTC-like drugs (2026-04-28
08:34)

Under the new system 25% of the prices of OTC-like drugs will be added to out-of-pocket costs
from March 2027, aside from those for cancer and other intractable diseases.

* Cherry blossoms are proof of a planet going awry (2026-04-28 08:12)

It was the seventh consecutive year in which the trees flowered earlier than their 20-year
average.

* Australia and Japan tighten regional energy security coordination amid Mideast crisis
(2026-04-28 07:54)

Foreign Minister Penny Wong highlighted the need for boosted cooperation following talks in
Tokyo with Japan's ministers for trade, economic security and foreign affairs.

* Trump’ s family and friends help revive a former Balkan pariah (2026-04-28 07:46)

Milorad Dodik, the former president of the Serb half of Bosnia-Herzegovina, is benefiting from
the Trump family's business focus on the Balkans.

« Japan industry group warns of war’ s impact on supply of thinners (2026-04-28 07:20)

There are no shortages now, but the prolonged conflict in the Middle East could affect supplies
in the future, the head of an industry group has said.

* Prosecutor who accused boss of rape to resign after request for probe rejected

(2026-04-28 07:16)

Very few women in Japan speak out about sexual assault, but the prosecutor came forward in
2024 to accuse Osaka's then-top prosecutor of raping her six years earlier.

* North Korean executions rose dramatically during COVID-19, report shows (2026-04-28

07:12)

Death penalty cases related to foreign culture, religion and "superstition" jumped by 250% after
the country closed its borders, the report showed.

* Toyota-backed startup begins 'flying car' test flights in New York (2026-04-28 07:09)
Toyota has invested $894 million in the startup and has been involved in its design and
electrification technology development.

« ‘Straight to Hell’ gets stuck in purgatory (2026-04-28 07:00)

Lies and lurid twists stack up in Netflix's take on fortune teller Kazuko Hosoki, but when it

reaches her empire and influence, the story feels rushed and insight runs thin.

« Murakami blasts three-run homer to spark White Sox rally past Angels (2026-04-28 06:40)

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 76 — 2026-05-03


https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/04/28/japan/science-health/japan-otc-like-drug-costs-increase/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/commentary/2026/04/28/world/cherry-blossoms-planet-indicators/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/04/28/japan/politics/australia-penny-wong-japan-interview/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/04/28/world/politics/trump-family-friends-balkans-pariah/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2026/04/28/economy/japan-thinner-supply-shortage-worry/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/04/28/japan/crime-legal/prosecutor-rape-resignation/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/04/28/asia-pacific/north-korea-executions-covid-19/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2026/04/28/companies/toyota-backed-startup-flying-car/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/culture/2026/04/28/tv-streaming/kazuko-hosoki-netflix-straight-to-hell/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/sports/2026/04/28/baseball/mlb/murakami-3-run-homer/

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

The seventh inning homer helped lift the Chicago White Sox to an 8-7 victory against the
skidding Los Angeles Angels on Monday.

* Google inks deal allowing Pentagon to use AI models for classified work (2026-04-28 06:37)

A reported agreement requires the tech giant to help adjust its Al safety settings and filters at
the government's request.

* Key government panel calls for boost to long-term public works investment (2026-04-28
06:32)

Members of the panel, chaired by Takaichi, discussed reforms to build a sustainable regional
economy amid aging social infrastructure.

* 'RikuRyu' signs off in emotional farewell (2026-04-28 06:19)

Olympic gold medalists Riku Miura and Ryuichi Kihara said their career together had been
defined by shared effort.

* Nippon Express shares make record jump as Elliot takes stake (2026-04-28 06:01)

Shares in the Tokyo-based logistics company jumped as much as 18% after the U.S. hedge fund
disclosed a 5.04% stake.

« South Korea passes U.K. to become world’ s eighth-largest stock market (2026-04-28
05:52)

The total market capitalization of Korean-listed companies has surged more than 45% this year
to $4.04 trillion, while the U.K.'s has climbed about 3% to $3.99 trillion.

* 99 accused in Japan in international crackdown on child sexual abuse material
(2026-04-28 05:32)

Of the 99 people, 25 are junior high school and high school students involved in cases including
sharing explicit images of classmates with friends.

* Man United close in on Champions League spot but still work to do, manager says
(2026-04-28 05:03)

The club's interim manager Michael Carrick says they must keep pushing to finish as high up the
Premier League table as possible.

* Taiwan on alert after spotting two Chinese warships near its Penghu islands (2026-04-28
04:59)

China sends its warships and warplanes into the waters and skies around the island on an
almost daily basis.

* Israel using water access as 'weapon' in Gaza, report says (2026-04-28 04:58)
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Doctors Without Borders has warned that Israeli authorities are systematically depriving people
in Gaza of water.

« Zoo employee admits to burning wife’ s body in incinerator (2026-04-28 04:28)

A zoo in Hokkaido has postponed its summer opening as it cooperates with the investigation.

« Japan’ s constitutional theater: Revising Article 9 would be a mistake. (2026-04-28 04:25)

The distance between constitutional language and security practice is not a mistake that needs
correcting.

* Indonesian police charge 13 in daycare abuse scandal (2026-04-28 03:54)

Those in custody — 11 childcare workers, as well as the headmaster and the head of the
foundation that ran the daycare — will face a rash of charges including child neglect.

* Philippine museum brings deadly and lucrative galleon trade to life (2026-04-28 03:39)

Museumgoers will starting May 1 be able to walk on the deck of a full-size replica of a Spanish
galleon that was built and crewed by Filipinos.

* Bank of Japan holds rates steady despite weak yen (2026-04-28 03:10)

The war in Iran was a factor in keeping the policy rate at 0.75% at the April meeting.

« Xi tests China’ s reach by blocking already-done Meta deal (2026-04-28 03:00)

The country's powerful state planner decreed Monday that the deal must be canceled — four
months after it was sealed.

* Nations meet to discuss fossil fuel exit as Iran war drives up prices (2026-04-28 02:57)

The gathering will focus on practical steps to shift economies away from fossil fuels, rather than
setting new global targets of the kind agreed to at U.N. climate summits.

* Nissan shares rise after carmaker revises forecast for profit instead of loss (2026-04-28
02:56)
The firm cited the removal of U.S. emissions-related charges, a favorable foreign-exchange

impact and improved cost performance.

« Head of U.S. military in South Korea calls for ‘kill web’ linking Seoul, Tokyo and Manila
(2026-04-28 02:54)

U.S. Army Gen. Xavier Brunson said the strategy seeks to fuse the strengths of Washington's
regional treaty allies into a single, networked system capable of coordinated actions.

* Japanese public wants energy-saving as Takaichi holds back (2026-04-28 02:51)
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The war in Iran is putting pressure on Japan to consider energy-saving measures, a challenge
for the prime minister as she seeks to calm public anxiety over potential shortages.

* War hastens an Indonesian biofuels push that has global stakes (2026-04-28 02:39)

With energy bills rising due to the Iran war, the Southeast Asian nation is fast-tracking the
rollout of a diesel blend comprised 50% of biofuels from its vast palm plantations.

* Joshua to make comeback fight in Riyadh in July before facing Fury (2026-04-28 02:31)

Former world heavyweight boxing champions Anthony Joshua and Tyson Fury have signed up
for a long-awaited clash later this year, promoter Eddie Hearn said on Monday.

* South Korean ambassador calls on Seoul and Tokyo to enhance their security ties
(2026-04-28 02:18)

South Korea's Ambassador to Japan Lee Hyuk said Seoul and Tokyo need to promote stable and
innovative exchanges amid an increasingly uncertain international situation.

* Takaichi entrusts ex-PM Kishida with letter to Philippine president (2026-04-28 02:15)

Amid lingering tensions in the Middle East, Takaichi hopes to speed up work on beefing up
Japan's cooperation with the Philippines in the fields of energy and other matters.

* Russian style enjoys revival in Moscow, culturally isolated due to Ukraine war (2026-04-28
02:14)

Facing difficulty traveling and steeped in an ultrapatriotic drive from the Kremlin, many
Russians have turned to the tastes of their czarist and Cold War-era ancestors.

* Elena Rybakina crashes out of Madrid Open as Aryna Sabalenka beats Naomi Osaka
(2026-04-28 02:07)

The Australian Open champion fell to a shock defeat by Anastasia Potapova on Monday, while
the Belarusian world No. 1 clinched a gripping battle to reach the quarter-finals.

* Japan Airlines to test humanoid robots for airport ground handling work (2026-04-28
02:01)
In the test, two robots will carry out tasks such as transporting containers and opening and
closing levers that secure them.
* Number of Japanese heading to South Korea as medical tourists rises in 2025 (2026-04-28
01:42)
The number of Japanese medical tourists to South Korea in 2025 stood at about 600,000, or up

36.0% from the previous year.

* Mavs' Cooper Flagg narrowly wins Rookie of the Year (2026-04-28 01:39)
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The No. 1 overall selection in the 2025 NBA Draft lived up to all of the lofty expectations,
leading all qualifying rookies with 21.0 points per game.

« Daiwa to buy Orix Bank for $2.3 billion in lending expansion (2026-04-28 01:39)

The merger will create an entity with about ¥9 trillion of total assets, which aims to expand
deposits by more than ¥2 trillion over the next five years.

* Netanyahu's rivals are joining forces. Would they shift Israel's security policy? (2026-04-28
01:11)

The new party from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's top rivals — right-leaning
Naftali Bennett and centrist Yair Lapid — is called "BeYachad," or "together" in Hebrew.

* Apple and Google crushed California bill helping smaller rivals (2026-04-28 01:01)

The bill had sought to stop major technology platforms from favoring their own products over
those of competitors in places such as Apple's App Store.

* Elon Musk trial against Sam Altman to reveal OpenAl power struggle (2026-04-28 00:51)

The bitter legal fight may come down to a few pages in one executive's personal diary.

* Southeast Asia office workers swelter in energy-saving drive amid heat wave (2026-04-28
00:36)

As the prolonged shutdown of the Strait of Hormuz drains energy reserves, relief does not look
to be coming anytime soon with countries set to bake in abnormally hot weather.

+ U.S. and Iran clash at U.N. after Tehran gets nuclear nonproliferation role (2026-04-28
00:34)

The nuclear issue has been at the heart of the war between Iran and the U.S. and Israel, with
U.S. President Donald Trump reiterating that Tehran can never have a nuclear weapon.

* Trump being ‘humiliated’ in Iran talks, Germany’ s Merz says (2026-04-28 00:32)

The German chancellor said he didn't see "what strategic exit the Americans are now choosing"
with regard to their country's conflict with Iran.

* King Charles arrives in U.S. for state visit amid differences over Iran war (2026-04-27 22:49)

The state visit marks the 250th anniversary of the U.S. Declaration of Independence from British
rule.

* How Asia-Pacific is fighting a fuel shock that could get worse (2026-04-27 22:48)

The disruption has laid bare how reliant the region is on Middle East energy, and how dwindling
stockpiles may hit everything from Taiwan's chip supply chain to rice harvests.
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* Bruised by Trump, NATO alliance considers end to annual summits (2026-04-27 22:10)

Trump has engaged repeatedly in scathing criticism of many of NATO members, most recently
for not providing more assistance to U.S. military with Iran.

* Japan lifts advisory a week after magnitude 7.7 quake (2026-04-27 09:44)

A Cabinet Office official cautioned that "this does not mean the possibility of a major quake has
disappeared."”

* Hungary’ s shift unlocks new opportunities for NATO and Ukraine (2026-04-27 09:17)

Ukraine. By the time of his rejection by the electorate, he was widely regarded as Putin's top ally
in Europe and a Trojan horse inside the alliance.

* Japan to tighten rules on OTC drug sales to curb misuse among youth (2026-04-27 08:58)

Cases of acute poisoning and addiction to medication have surged since the COVID-19
pandemic, often involving easily accessible drugs sold at drugstores.

* The West is still getting Russia wrong (2026-04-27 08:54)

Because of Russia weakness, the Kremlin is focused not on domination, but on disruption.

* Decoupling and South Korea’ s new capitalism (2026-04-27 08:37)

Now, instead of always reinvesting profits, South Korean firms are delivering more short-term
value to shareholders — a change that could help keep capital in the country.

« Struggling to understand Sanaenomics? A new book helps. (2026-04-27 08:30)

Takaichi argues the solution is investment — with Aida proposing a "high-pressure economy"
where demand outstrips supply and the government breaks the deadlock.

* SusHi Tech Tokyo underway, bringing startups, big companies and investors together
(2026-04-27 08:13)

Organizers of Asia's largest startup convention hope the event results in 10,000 business
negotiations.

* Japan startup seeks approval of cat kidney disease treatment (2026-04-27 07:27)
A trial showed the drug significantly extended the life of afflicted cats.

* Spurs storm past Blazers in Victor Wembanyama's return (2026-04-27 07:00)

Houston, Toronto and Boston also won in Sunday's playoff action.

* Former Steelers coach Mike Tomlin says timing right for new leadership (2026-04-27 07:00)

Tomlin will join NBC as an NFL pregame show analyst on "Football Night in America," the
network officially announced on Sunday.
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* BGO sells Tokyo office building for $628 million to condo seller (2026-04-27 06:52)

The Tokyo-based developer Goldcrest spent about ¥100 billion to acquire Pasona Square in the
capital's fashion boutique-filled neighborhood of Aoyama.

« Al boom drowns out war fears to fuel Asia’ s great market divide (2026-04-27 06:26)

Investors are punishing economies exposed to higher energy costs while looking past near-term
risks to gain exposure to industries seen as critical to future growth.

* Taiwan downplays impact of Chinese sanctions on European arms makers (2026-04-27
06:21)

China's Commerce Ministry banned exports on Friday of dual-use items to the seven companies
over arms sales to Taiwan, placing them on its export control list.

* In New York, hibakusha call for nuclear weapons abolition (2026-04-27 05:56)

More than 200 hibakusha and other people marched for a kilometer to the U.N. headquarters
in Midtown Manhattan.

* Japan not to impose fuel-saving measures, Takaichi says (2026-04-27 05:53)

The move signals confidence in Japan's energy response as it seeks alternative oil supplies amid
disruptions caused by the Strait of Hormuz blockade.

* U.S. presses Taiwan parliament to pass 'comprehensive' defense budget (2026-04-27
05:52)

Taiwan's government has said delays in passing the budget could mean Taiwan risks losing its
place in the production and delivery queue for U.S. weapons.

* Toyota sees sales decline as Iran conflict looms over operations (2026-04-27 05:33)

Global sales in March — including those of subsidiaries Daihatsu and Hino — fell 5.8% from a
year earlier to 983,126 units.

* Ex-Tokyo Electron worker gets 10-year sentence for TSMC data theft (2026-04-27 05:26)

Taiwan's Intellectual Property and Commercial Court also handed out jail sentences on four
others and fined Tokyo Electron’'s local unit.

* Tsunami survivor battles wildfire to protect hometown in Iwate Prefecture (2026-04-27
04:59)

Volunteer firefighter Ryota Haga is working to contain a wildfire raging for a sixth day that is
threatening his community 15 years after it was devastated by a tsunami.
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* Shimane farming districts face onslaught from rising monkey population (2026-04-27
04:55)

Japanese macaques have become used to humans, stealing persimmons and daikons even with
people standing nearby.

« ‘Goofy fluffball’ Gammo has a heart filled with joy (2026-04-27 03:13)

This 3-year-old dog has made big strides since arriving at the shelter around a year ago.

« Confronting addiction: ‘I knew I had to stop buying things’ (2026-04-27 03:11)

Ryo Hanamori fought his disorder for years. Now that he's stable, he hopes to help others.

« Data-center builders eyeing Al gold rush waiting years for U.K. grid connections
(2026-04-27 03:04)

High demand has pushed out wait times to between 12 and 15 years, driving up prices for land
with power generation or an existing high-power grid connection.

* Nomura stock hit after research affiliate writedown, Europe loss (2026-04-27 02:46)

The results overshadowed a second straight year of record earnings for Japan's biggest
brokerage.

* The American chef reconnecting with Japan through a Kyoto restaurant (2026-04-27 02:45)

Kyle Connaughton reflects on a career shaped by "kaiseki," California farming and a lifelong pull
toward the country that inspired him.

* After waiting years for justice, Purdue opioid victims are defeated — by paperwork
(2026-04-27 02:43)

Purdue's long, grinding bankruptcy wound up creating daunting hurdles for many trying to
qualify for the company's compensation.

« ‘LostLand’ : A Rohingya odyssey viewed with startling immediacy (2026-04-27 02:40)

Shot with nonprofessional Rohingya actors, Akio Fujimoto's film follows two siblings through a
perilous journey, where survival depends as much on strangers as on luck.

* Caught between wars, Afghan allies of U.S. trapped in Qatar without safe exit (2026-04-27
02:39)

The Afghans were evacuated due to their ties to the U.S. and fear of reprisals by the Taliban
authorities, but processing has been halted by U.S. President Donald Trump.

* Japan starts platform safety training for visually impaired (2026-04-27 02:38)

With more time needed to install platform screen doors, the transport ministry views the
initiative as an urgent interim measure to prevent falls and other accidents.
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* Kan Sano lets go of control and lets othersin on ‘Mojacat’ (2026-04-27 02:30)

Kan Sano's latest album expands his musical imagination, with collaborators such as Chara and
Ua helping him push beyond the limits of going it alone.

* Okinawa Gov. Tamaki faces wavering support in bid for third term (2026-04-27 02:15)

Changes in the political landscape as a result of the general election have raised uncertainties
over the incumbent governor's backers and their position on a U.S. military base.

* Letter by novelist Shiba praising fellow writer Kaiko found (2026-04-27 02:10)

Ryotaro Shiba sent the handwritten letter on two sheets of paper in December 1989, soon after
Takeshi Kaiko's death, to the late writer's wife, poet Yoko Maki.

* Fathers go online to redefine their role after Italy votes down equal parental leave
(2026-04-27 02:04)

On social media, Italian fathers are increasingly posting about daily childcare, turning paternal
care into a visible, mainstream narrative.

* Acid attacks highlight growing danger for Indonesian activists (2026-04-27 01:24)

Activists and observers say a climate of repression is taking root with a government that baulks
at criticism under the leadership of President Prabowo Subianto.

* Abbas loyalists win Palestinian municipal elections, including some seats in Gaza
(2026-04-27 01:19)

Saturday's ballot marked the first elections of any kind in the Gaza Strip since 2006 and the first
Palestinian polls since the Gaza war began more than two years.

* Ohtani hits first homer in 13 games as Dodgers shut out Cubs (2026-04-27 01:17)

Shohei Ohtani was the lone player to produce multiple hits, as he went 3-for-3 with a walk, two
runs and an RBL.

* Gala shooting suspect sought to kill Trump and Cabinet officials, manifesto says
(2026-04-27 01:00)

The manifesto was sent to members of suspect Cole Tomas Allen's family shortly before the
attack, a law enforcement official said.

* Netanyahu's biggest rivals join forces for Israel's next election (2026-04-27 00:46)

Polls since Hamas' 2023  attack on southern Israel have predicted Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu will lose the next election, due by the end of October.

« Italian creatives find their niche in Japan (2026-04-27 00:00)
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Inspired by early encounters with Japanese culture, Tokyo-based translator Simona Stanzani
and illustrator Luca Tieri have put creative dialogue at the forefront of their careers.

* Magnitude 6.2 quake shakes Hokkaido (2026-04-26 23:09)

While no tsunami alert was issued, the quake comes less than a week after Japan issued a
special advisory warning of the increased risk of a megaquake.

* Under cover of trade truce with Trump, China expands economic pressure toolkit
(2026-04-26 23:08)

Beijing is punishing those who shift supply chains from China, tightening rare earth licensing,
banning foreign Al and cybersecurity tech and weighing curbs on its solar gear.

* Global military spending surges on insecurity, report finds (2026-04-26 23:08)

The three top spenders — the United States, China and Russia — spent a combined total of
$1.48 trillion, just over half of global expenditure.

* Syrian court begins proceedings against Assad and allies (2026-04-26 23:05)

Bashar al-Assad and his brother had fled Syria and will be tried in absentia.

* Trump says Iran can phone if it wants to talk, as Iranian envoy returns to Pakistan
(2026-04-26 22:29)

Hopes of reviving peace efforts receded on Saturday when the U.S. president scrapped a visit to
Islamabad by his envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner.

* Denso mulls withdrawing acquisition offer for chipmaker Rohm (2026-04-26 11:17)
Denso, part of the Toyota Motor group, is finding it difficult to gain support from Rohm for the
acquisition offer, sources said.

* Hormuz crisis throws spotlight on world's largest 'chokepoint' — the Malacca Strait

(2026-04-26 09:21)

The Malacca Strait provides the shortest sea route from East Asia to the Middle East and
Europe, carrying nearly 22% of the world's maritime trade.

* ‘He has the market in a chokehold’ : Stocks swing as Trump posts. (2026-04-26 09:19)
Since taking office last January, Trump's comments to reporters and elsewhere have been the
primary driver behind five of the best and worst days in the S&P 500 Index.

* Anderson Espinoza leading early-season charge for first-place Buffaloes (2026-04-26 07:54)

Espinoza is off to a 4-0 start to the season.

* Trump's security again faces scrutiny after press dinner shooting (2026-04-26 07:32)
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Hundreds of agents from several law enforcement agencies were tasked with protecting the
annual bash, which also included a handful of Cabinet officials.

* Hype building around French hope Paul Seixas ahead of Tour de France (2026-04-26 06:44)

"All French people want him to be the new champion," Seixas' Belgian teammate Tiesj Benoot
said.

« Former Hawaii kicker Kansei Matsuzawa signs with Raiders (2026-04-26 06:07)

Matsuzawa is trying to become the first Japanese player to reach the NFL.

+ U.S. crude oil arrives in Japan for first time since start of Iran war (2026-04-26 05:45)

The Japanese government is rushing to increase crude oil procurement from non-Middle
Eastern suppliers amid the war in Iran.

* Iran war is a renewable energy wake-up call (2026-04-26 05:37)

The old narrative that fossil fuels are stable and reliable has been proved wrong.

* Japanese developers worry over construction supply shortages amid Iran war (2026-04-26
05:27)

The war in the Middle East and the subsequent halt of oil shipments from the Strait of Hormuz
threaten to push back projects across Japan.

* Trump evacuated as shooter opens fire at Washington gala event (2026-04-26 05:07)

The suspect, identified as Cole Tomas Allen, 31, of Torrance, California, was in custody and his
home was being raided.

« Nissan is betting on ‘China speed’ to get back on its feet (2026-04-26 04:56)

The carmaker is pushing ahead with a growth plan for China that calls for annual sales to reach
1 million cars by the end of the decade.

« Social science’ s low replication rate is not a crisis (2026-04-26 04:48)

Successful replication of findings doesn't necessarily mean those findings are right and failure
to replicate doesn't necessarily mean they're wrong.

* Minister inspects Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear plant (2026-04-26 03:57)

Akazawa made the visit after the No. 6 reactor of the plant restarted commercial operations on
April 16.

* Firefighters in Iwate struggle to contain blazes as over 3,000 people evacuated
(2026-04-26 03:18)
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The area is already scarred by the memory of March 2011 earthquake and tsunami, when the
town of Otsuchi lost nearly a tenth of its population.

* Shai Gilgeous-Alexander pours in 42 as Thunder take commanding 3-0 over Suns
(2026-04-26 02:32)

The Thunder are now one win away from advancing to the Western Conference semifinals.

« Trump’ s Hormuz blockade has deepened a historic shipping crisis (2026-04-26 01:36)

Crude output from the Persian Gulf nations is already 57% below where it was before the war,
according to Goldman Sachs analysts.

* Bomb attack on Colombia highway kills 14 ahead of election (2026-04-26 01:35)

Authorities blamed the attack on dissidents of the now-disbanded FARC guerrilla army, who
have been sowing violence across the country.

« Japan’ s wrecked nuclear plant becomes a tourist destination (2026-04-26 01:27)

The Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant is now a destination for "dark tourism" — travel to sites
associated with tragedy, violence, or disaster, like Auschwitz, the killing fields of Ca

* Red Sox fire manager Alex Cora (2026-04-26 01:13)
The Red Sox are off to a 10-17 start to the MLB season.

* Beyond the hub-and-spoke: Japan quietly emerges as a secondary connector (2026-04-26
00:36)

Tokyo is positioning itself as a strategic hub for middle-power security diplomacy that reinforces
the U.S.-led order while diversifying its own security partnerships.

« Justice Department’ s partial reversal on Powell probe keeps Fed drama alive (2026-04-26
00:21)

Typically, Fed chairs leave the central bank after their leadership tenure ends — only one has
stayed on past the end of their term as chair in the central bank's 112-year history.

+ Mali army bases hit in large-scale attacks claimed by al-Qaida-linked militants (2026-04-26
00:13)

The attack is one of the boldest operations that insurgents have mounted in their campaign
against the military-led government.
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