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Executive Summary

Japan has significantly advanced its security posture between March 10 and March 17,
2026, driven by a record defense budget and a strategic focus on enhancing
"counterstrike capabilities" and unmanned defense systems. Diplomatic efforts have
intensified, particularly with the United States, Australia, and the Philippines, amidst
rising regional tensions with China and North Korea's continued missile provocations.
A major concern for Japan's energy security has been the escalating crisis in the Strait
of Hormuz, prompting calls for international cooperation. Domestically, the
government is pushing for reforms in intelligence gathering and economic security,
reflecting a comprehensive approach to its evolving threat landscape.

Key Security Developments

» Defense Policy and Strategic Shifts

Japan's Cabinet approved a record defense budget of 9.04 trillion yen (approximately
$58 billion) for fiscal year 2026, marking a 3.8% increase from the previous year and
the 12th consecutive year of growth. This budget aims to bolster unmanned defense
systems and standoff missile capabilities, with Tokyo targeting defense spending
equivalent to 2% of GDP by fiscal year 2027. Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's
administration plans to update the nation's three key strategic documents ahead of
schedule and amend economic security legislation, signaling a proactive shift in
defense policy.

* Military Activities and Exercises

In late February, the Japanese government announced the deployment of
medium-range surface-to-air missiles on Yonaguni Island, located just 110 kilometers
east of Taiwan. This move is intended to contribute to deterrence against China in the
strategically vital region. Japan is also planning to deploy Type 12 cruise missiles with
a range of 1,200 kilometers and Hyper Velocity Gliding Projectiles (HVGP) capable of
hitting targets 500 kilometers away by 2026, significantly enhancing its long-range
strike capabilities.

* Defense Acquisitions and Arms Deals

The FY2026 defense budget allocates substantial funds for defense acquisitions,
including the establishment of the "SHIELD" (Synchronized, Hybrid, Integrated and
Enhanced Littoral Defense) system for remote island defense, incorporating aerial,
surface, and underwater unmanned systems. The Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force
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(JMSDF) secured funding for the construction of four types of vessels, notably the sixth
upgraded Mogami-class frigate ($667 million), new Sakura-class offshore patrol
vessels, the 10th Taigei-class submarine ($773 million), and the seventh Awaji-class
minesweeper ($217.5 million). Japan is also considering acquiring Ukrainian
war-tested combat drones to strengthen its defense capabilities, following a proposal
from Ukraine to deepen defense cooperation and technology exchange, as reported
on March 14-15, 2026.

* Diplomatic Relations

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi is scheduled to visit the United States this March for
talks with President Donald Trump, a critical summit expected to address trade,
investment, and security, including the US's expectations for Japan's defense
contributions. On March 16, 2026, Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi held phone
talks with US counterpart Marco Rubio, as well as officials from Saudi Arabia and the
UAE, affirming cooperation on de-escalating the Middle East situation and ensuring
stable crude oil supplies amidst the Strait of Hormuz crisis.

e Security Incidents and Threats

North Korea launched approximately 10 ballistic missiles towards the Sea of Japan on
March 12, 2026, from its west coast. The missiles traveled about 340 kilometers at a
maximum altitude of 80 kilometers, falling outside Japan's exclusive economic zone.
This provocation underscores the persistent threat posed by Pyongyang's missile
development.

* Maritime and Border Security

Amidst growing concerns over China's potential invasion of Taiwan, Japan is
considering the deployment of long-range missiles on its southwestern island of
Kyushu, with deployment expected to begin at the end of the next fiscal year in March
2026. This measure is aimed at strengthening the security of the Nansei island chain,
which is strategically vital due to its proximity to Taiwan.

* Cybersecurity

Parliamentary deliberations are underway for a bill to establish a national intelligence
council in Japan, aimed at strengthening the country's intelligence capabilities. The
government plans to upgrade the current Cabinet Intelligence Committee into a new
national intelligence committee, chaired by the prime minister, to counter espionage
and enhance information collection and analysis. This comes as the Japanese
government reportedly suffered 447 cybersecurity incidents in 2024, failing to
adequately manage 16% of its critical systems.

* Defense Industry Developments

Japan is rapidly integrating dual-use technologies and civilian innovation into its
defense strategy to strengthen supply chains, expand defense exports, and deepen
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cooperation with allies like Australia and the US. This shift aims to reposition Japan's
industrial base as a technology-driven contributor to allied security and regional
deterrence.

* Intelligence Activities

The Japanese government is moving to establish a new national intelligence
committee and bureau to serve as a "control tower" for its intelligence activities. This
initiative, a signature policy of Prime Minister Takaichi's administration, seeks to
enhance Japan's ability to counter espionage and analyze critical security information.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Japan's recent security developments are set to significantly impact regional stability
and its relations with major powers. The substantial increase in defense spending and
the emphasis on "counterstrike capabilities" are primarily driven by rising tensions
with China, particularly concerning the Taiwan Strait and maritime security in the East
and South China Seas. Prime Minister Takaichi's previous statements regarding
Japan's potential involvement in defending Taiwan have further strained relations with
Beijing. This assertive stance, coupled with the deployment of long-range missiles on
Kyushu, signals Japan's determination to play a more robust role in regional
deterrence.

The US-Japan alliance remains the cornerstone of Japan's foreign policy, but the
relationship is evolving under the Trump administration. President Trump has
renewed calls for Japan, along with other allies, to contribute more to collective
security efforts, specifically urging assistance in keeping the Strait of Hormuz open.
While Japan's Foreign Minister has affirmed cooperation with the US and Middle
Eastern nations on de-escalation and stable crude oil supplies, Japan is not currently
planning maritime operations in the Strait despite US pressure, reflecting the
sensitivity of overseas Self-Defense Forces deployments under its pacifist constitution.
The upcoming Takaichi-Trump summit on March 19 will be crucial in navigating these
expectations and reaffirming the alliance's direction.

Beyond the US, Japan is actively deepening ties with Indo-Pacific partners. The 50th
anniversary of the Australia-Japan Basic Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation on
March 16, 2026, highlighted a partnership now anchored in Indo-Pacific security,
defense, critical minerals, and supply chains. Similarly, a new logistics pact (ACSA)
with the Philippines, pending ratification, will enhance interoperability during joint
exercises, particularly relevant given the Philippines' critical geographic position in
relation to the South China Sea and Taiwan. These multilateral engagements
underscore Japan's commitment to its "Free and Open Indo-Pacific" vision and its
strategy to build a network of like-minded partners to counter China's growing
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influence. North Korea's recent ballistic missile launches continue to destabilize the
region, reinforcing Japan's need for robust missile defense and intelligence
capabilities.

Military and Defense Analysis

Japan's military and defense strategy is undergoing a significant transformation,
moving beyond its traditional self-defense-only posture to embrace more proactive
and offensive capabilities. The record defense budget for FY2026 is a clear indicator of
this shift, allocating substantial funds towards modernization programs. A key focus is
on developing "counterstrike capabilities" through the acquisition and deployment of
long-range missiles, including upgraded Type 12 cruise missiles with a 1,200 km
range and Hyper Velocity Gliding Projectiles (HVGP) with a 500 km range. This
represents a major departure from Japan's post-World War Il principles and is aimed at
deterring potential adversaries like China and North Korea.

Modernization programs are heavily investing in unmanned defense systems. The
"SHIELD" layered coastal defense system, with a budget of $640.6 million, will
integrate surface ship-launched UAVs, small ship-based UAVs, and small multi-role
USVs, primarily from foreign manufacturers. The Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force
(JMSDF) is expanding its fleet with new frigates, offshore patrol vessels, and
submarines, and is continuing the modification of its lzumo-class helicopter carriers to
operate F-35B fighter aircraft. Furthermore, the MoD plans to equip Aegis destroyers
with Tomahawk cruise missile launch capabilities, with two more destroyers (Myoko
and Atago) slated for this upgrade in FY2026. Japan has also entered the hypersonic
missile defense era with the mass production of the Improved Type 03 Chu-SAM Kai,
capable of intercepting hypersonic glide vehicles and high-speed ballistic targets. The
rebranding of the Air Self-Defense Force as the Air and Space Self-Defense Force
signifies a growing emphasis on space capabilities for monitoring satellite
interference. These developments collectively indicate a comprehensive and rapid
enhancement of Japan's military capabilities, driven by a perception of the most
severe and complex security environment since World War II.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months) for Japan's security posture will likely be dominated by
the outcomes of Prime Minister Takaichi's summit with US President Trump on March
19. This meeting is expected to shape the immediate trajectory of the US-Japan
alliance, particularly regarding burden-sharing and coordinated responses to regional
and global security challenges, including the Strait of Hormuz crisis. Domestically,
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parliamentary deliberations on the national intelligence council bill will continue,
potentially leading to significant reforms in Japan's intelligence apparatus. Japan will
also likely continue its diplomatic outreach to Indo-Pacific partners, solidifying existing
agreements and exploring new avenues for security cooperation. The ongoing
implementation of the record FY2026 defense budget will see initial steps in defense
acquisitions and modernization programs, particularly in unmanned systems and
long-range strike capabilities.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas remain concentrated in the East Asian region and
the Middle East. The Taiwan Strait continues to be a primary concern, with Japan's
increased defense posture and missile deployments on Kyushu signaling a heightened
readiness for contingencies. Any escalation in cross-strait tensions would directly
impact Japan's security. North Korea's continued ballistic missile tests pose an
immediate and unpredictable threat, necessitating constant vigilance and robust
missile defense. The Strait of Hormuz crisis presents a significant energy security risk
for Japan, which relies on the Middle East for 95% of its crude oil imports. Disruptions
in this vital waterway could have severe economic consequences, and Japan will face
ongoing pressure to contribute to maritime security efforts there.

Indicators to monitor include the joint statements and agreements emerging from the
Takaichi-Trump summit, which will reveal the extent of US-Japan alignment on key
security issues and potential new defense commitments. China's reactions to Japan's
enhanced defense capabilities and diplomatic engagements, particularly regarding
Taiwan and maritime claims, will be crucial. The frequency and nature of North Korean
missile launches will serve as a barometer of regional stability. Furthermore,
developments in the Middle East, specifically concerning the Strait of Hormuz, will
directly impact Japan's energy security and its diplomatic responses. Progress on
Japan's domestic intelligence reforms and cybersecurity initiatives will also be
important indicators of its comprehensive security strengthening.

Strategic recommendations for Japan include continuing to diversify its energy
sources to reduce vulnerability to Middle Eastern instability. Strengthening its
intelligence gathering and analysis capabilities, as envisioned by the new national
intelligence committee, is paramount for effective threat assessment and response.
Japan should continue to foster multilateral security cooperation with like-minded
partners in the Indo-Pacific, such as Australia, India, and the Philippines, to build a
resilient regional security architecture. While enhancing its own defense capabilities,
Japan must also carefully manage expectations within the US alliance, ensuring that
contributions are strategically aligned with its national interests and constitutional
constraints. Finally, sustained investment in dual-use technologies and a robust
domestic defense industry will be critical for long-term self-reliance and innovation in
a rapidly evolving security landscape.
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Japan Today

* Afghanistan says 400 killed in Pakistan air strike on Kabul hospital (2026-03-17 05:56)

At least 400 people were killed and 250 injured in an air strike by Pakistan on a drug
rehabilitation hospital in Kabul, a spokesman of the Afghan Taliban---

* Iran 'negotiating' with FIFA over moving World Cup games to Mexico: embassy
(2026-03-17 05:31)

Iran's soccer federation is "negotiating" with FIFA to relocate the country's first-round matches
at the World Cup to Mexico from the United States, citing the conflict in the---

* Family of accused Sydney beach shooter fear for their safety, court hears (2026-03-17
04:49)

The family of a man accused of killing 15 people at a Jewish festival on Sydney's Bondi Beach
last year fear for their safety after a spate of alleged---

* Venezuela rallies past Italy 4-2 and will face U.S. for World Baseball Classic title
(2026-03-17 03:15)

Ronald Acufa Jr., Maikel Garcia and Luis Arraez hit run-scoring, two-out singles in a
seventh-inning rally that led Venezuela over Italy 4-2 on Monday night and into its---

* Wolves fightback frustrates Brentford (2026-03-17 01:51)

Wolves staged an impressive fightback from two goals down against Brentford as the Premier
League's bottom club rescued a 2-2 draw thanks to Tolu Arokodare's late equaliser on---

* 3 unaccounted for, 10 rescued after collision at sea off northeastern Japan (2026-03-16
23:31)

Three people remained unaccounted for and 10 were rescued after a fishing boat capsized
following a collision with a cargo ship off northeastern Japan, the coast guard said---

+ U.S. judge halts implementation of Trump vaccine overhaul (2026-03-16 23:30)

A U.S. judge on Monday dealt a blow to the Trump administration by blocking the government
from implementing major vaccine policy changes made by health chief Robert F---

* Trump says 'I can do anything I want' with Cuba (2026-03-16 23:28)
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U.S. President Donald Trump escalated his rhetoric against Cuba on Monday, saying he
expected to have the "honor" of "taking Cuba in some form" and that "I can---

* Trump seeks to delay meeting with China's Xi by 'a month or so' (2026-03-16 22:03)

U.S. President Donald Trump on Monday said he is seeking to delay a highly anticipated trip to
China in early April by about a month because of the--

* Japan to work with U.S., others for safe navigation in Strait of Hormuz: Motegi (2026-03-16
21:45)

Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi said Monday Japan will collaborate with the United States
and others for safe navigation in the Strait of Hormuz, during phone talks with his---

* Nvidia rides 'claw' craze with Al agent platform (2026-03-16 21:37)

Nvidia announced Monday that it was joining the OpenClaw craze, unveiling tools to bring Al
agents -- which can manage your email, files and calendar while you sleep---

* Ingredients of life discovered in Ryugu asteroid samples (2026-03-16 21:37)

All the essential ingredients to make the DNA and RNA underpinning life on Earth have been
discovered in samples collected from the asteroid Ryugu, scientists said Monday. The---

* When gas prices go up, changing the way you drive can stretch your fuel just a bit farther
(2026-03-16 21:36)

When gas prices spike, filling up gets more painful. But consumers can do something to stretch
their fuel just a little farther: Change the way they drive. “It’ s--

* Singapore prime minister to make 3-day visit to Japan to deepen ties (2026-03-16 21:36)

Singaporean Prime Minister Lawrence Wong will make a three-day visit to Japan starting
Tuesday for talks with Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi and to strengthen bilateral ties, the
Japanese:---

* 1st cherry blossoms of 2026 confirmed in Kofu, Gifu, Kochi (2026-03-16 21:36)

Cherry trees came into bloom in the cities of Kofu, Gifu and Kochi on Monday, ahead of other
parts of Japan, the local meteorological observatories said. Kofu in---

* Man gets life in prison for killing American man, Japanese wife, daughter on Christmas
Day 2022 (2026-03-16 21:32)

A Japanese defendant was sentenced to life in prison Monday for the murders of an American
man, his wife and their daughter in Saitama Prefecture on Christmas Day---

* Politically charged awards season ends with some at Oscars advocating for peace in Gaza
(2026-03-16 21:31)
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A few artists protested more than just the Trump administration's immigration policies on
Hollywood's biggest night. The presence of “BE GOOD” and “ICE OUT” pins at the
Academy---

* 'Buffy' reboot cancelled: Sarah Michelle Gellar (2026-03-16 21:31)

A planned reboot "Buffy the Vampire Slayer," that was set to be directed by Oscar-winning
director Chloe Zhao, has been canceled, star and producer Sarah Michelle Gellar said.-

* South Koreans bask in Oscars triumph for 'KPop Demon Hunters' (2026-03-16 21:31)

South Korean fans and media basked in the success of "KPop Demon Hunters" on Monday after
the film clinched two Oscars and added to the country's growing pantheon---

* Oscar winner Sean Penn skips ceremony to visit Kyiv (2026-03-16 21:31)

Sean Penn, who won an Oscar for best supporting actor for "One Battle After Another" on
Sunday, was in Ukraine on Monday where he met President Volodymyr Zelenskyy---

* World Series MVP Yoshinobu Yamamoto will start season opener for Dodgers at home
(2026-03-16 21:30)

World Series MVP Yoshinobu Yamamoto will start another season opener for the Los Angeles
Dodgers, just like he did last year when they went on to win their---

* Chelsea handed fine but avoids points deduction for making 'undisclosed payments' of
$62 mil (2026-03-16 21:30)

Chelsea was fined $14.3 million but avoided a points deduction after admitting to breaching
Premier League rules in relation to undisclosed payments of more than $60 million during:--

* Sri Lanka announces four-day work week over fears Iran war will drag on (2026-03-16
21:29)

Sri Lanka announced a shorter work week to conserve its scarce fuel reserves as it prepares for
a prolonged war in the Middle East, officials said Monday. The---

* 4 teens are suspected of terror offenses in Rotterdam synagogue explosion, Dutch
prosecutors say (2026-03-16 21:29)

Four teens arrested on suspicion of setting off an explosive outside a Dutch synagogue are
suspected of terror offenses, prosecutors said Monday, after they appeared before an
investigating---

* White House chief of staff Susie Wiles has breast cancer but will keep working through
treatment (2026-03-16 21:29)

White House chief of staff Susie Wiles has been diagnosed with early stage breast cancer but
plans to continue working through her treatment, retaining her place as one---
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* Multiple blasts hit Nigeria's Maiduguri city after years of calm (2026-03-16 21:29)

Multiple explosions rocked the northeastern Nigerian city of Maiduguri Monday evening,
government and healthcare sources told AFP, on the back of an overnight attack on a military
post.---

* Island-wide blackout hits Cuba as island struggles with deepening energy crisis
(2026-03-16 21:29)

Officials in Cuba reported an island-wide blackout Monday in the country of some 11 million
people as its energy and economic crises deepen and its power grid continues---

* Ecuador deploys 75,000 soldiers to crime-ridden provinces under nightly curfew
(2026-03-16 21:28)

Ecuadorian officials said Monday that they have deployed 75,000 soldiers and police officers to
four crime-ridden provinces where the government is implementing a nightly curfew banning
people from---

* Afghanistan accuses Pakistan of carrying out strikes in Kabul targeting hospital treating
addicts (2026-03-16 21:28)

Afghanistan’ s Taliban government on Monday accused Pakistan’ s military of targeting a
Kabul hospital that treats drug addicts in airstrikes that killed four people and wounded several
others. Pakistan---

* Israel steps up campaign in Lebanon, as Iran keeps stranglehold on shipping (2026-03-16
21:28)

The war in the Middle East raged on multiple fronts on Monday, as the U.S. and Israel
pummeled military targets in Iran’ s capital, Israel stepped up its campaign---

* Europeans seek clarity about Trump's Iran war aims before agreeing to his warship
demands (2026-03-16 21:28)

European countries on Monday sought more details about U.S. President Donald Trump's plans
for the war on Iran and warned that NATO must not become involved in it,*

+ Middle East war disrupts pharma air routes, risking cancer drugs supply (2026-03-16 21:24)

War in the Middle East is disrupting the flow of critical medicines to the Gulf, imperiling supply
routes for cancer drugs and other treatments that require refrigeration and---

* Japan not yet planning Hormuz escort mission, PM Takaichi says (2026-03-16 11:28)

Japan has no plan to dispatch naval vessels to escort vessels in the Middle East, Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi said on Monday, after U.S. President Donald Trump called:---
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+ 2 dead after 2 protest boats with students aboard capsize in Okinawa (2026-03-16 10:10)

Two people, including a high school student, died Monday after two boats carrying 21 people
capsized in waters near a construction site for a controversial U.S. military base---

* Japan begins releasing oil reserves (2026-03-16 07:48)

Japan began to release oil from its reserves Monday to alleviate supply concerns that have
grown amid the U.S.-Israel war with Iran and stabilize the distribution of petroleum---

* 74-year-old woman dies after being hit by car being parked by her husband (2026-03-16
07:39)

A 74-year-old woman died after she was hit by a car being parked by her 81-year-old husband
in the parking lot of a supermarket in Kuwana City, Mie---

* Philippines rejects Beijing's claim to sovereignty over entire South China Sea (2026-03-16
07:37)

The Philippines said on Monday it rejected Beijing's assertion of sovereignty over the entire
South China Sea, disputing a claim by China's embassy that a Filipino diplomat had---

* U.S. beats Dominican Republic 2-1 to reach third straight WBC title game (2026-03-16
03:32)

Gunnar Henderson and Roman Anthony homered and the United States limited the Dominican
Republic's electric offense to win a thrilling semifinal 2-1 on Sunday and move one win---

* Billy Crystal and Barbra Streisand lead an emotional and expanded Oscars in memoriam
(2026-03-16 03:28)

Billy Crystal remembered his best friend Rob Reiner in an extended and emotional in
memoriam at the Oscars on Sunday, with Barbra Streisand honoring her friend and co-star---

* Sinner tops Medvedev to win first Indian Wells title (2026-03-16 01:17)

World number two Jannik Sinner surged home to beat Daniil Medvedev 7-6 (8/6), 7-6 (7/4) on
Sunday to capture his first Indian Wells ATP Masters 1000 crown. Four-time---

* South Africa beats Fiji to win rugby sevens world series. New Zealand wins women's title
(2026-03-16 01:15)

South Africa won the 2026 men's World Rugby sevens series, holding out against a late rally
from Fiji on Sunday to win the final at the last tournament---

* World No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka rallies to beat Elena Rybakina for 1st title at Indian Wells
(2026-03-15 21:37)

World No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka beat Elena Rybakina 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (6) in the Indian Wells final
Sunday for her first title at the California desert tournament. Sabalenka, -
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* St Patrick's Day parade in Tokyo (2026-03-15 21:32)

Dignitaries, including Irish Ambassador Damien Cole (second left) are seen at the start of the
30th Saint Patrick's Day event in Tokyo's Omotesando district. This is the largest---

* Bangladesh wins series 2-1 with 11-run win over Pakistan in 3rd ODI (2026-03-15 21:30)

Salman Ali Agha’ s century wasn't enough as Bangladesh beat new-look Pakistan by 11 runs in
the third and final one-day international to win the series 2-1 on Sunday.--

* Marco Odermatt secures World super-G title as unfavorable weather cancels both races
this weekend (2026-03-15 21:30)

Marco Odermatt secured the World Cup super-G title on Sunday for the fourth consecutive
season. The Swiss star, though, didn’ t have to race for it this weekend as--

+ U.S. routs Canada in Para ice hockey final to complete historic clean sweep in Olympics,
Paralympics (2026-03-15 21:30)

Three weeks after the United States beat Canada in the Olympic hockey finals, the Americans
overcame their neighbors again to win Paralympic gold and complete the sweep at---

* DeChambeau beats LIV wild card Richard T. Lee in a Singapore playoff (2026-03-15 21:30)

Bryson DeChambeau hit his drive into the water and still won the playoff with a par Sunday at
LIV Golf Singapore when Richard T. Lee of Canada missed---

* Media reports 5th Iranian soccer team member gives up asylum in Australia (2026-03-15
21:30)

A fifth member of the Iranian women’ s soccer team who accepted a refugee visa to stay in
Australia has left the country, Australian Broadcasting Corp. reported. Home Affairs---

* Kimi Antonelli takes his first F1 win with victory in China to extend Mercedes' dominant
start (2026-03-15 21:29)

He' s been defined by being Lewis Hamilton’ s successor and George Russell’ s teammate.
Now Kimi Antonelli is a Formula 1 race-winner in his own right, and the second-youngest in---

* Troubled Spurs snatch late draw at Liverpool; Man Utd boosts top-four bid (2026-03-15
21:29)

Troubled Tottenham rescued a 1-1 draw at Liverpool thanks to Richarlison's late leveller, while
Manchester United bolstered their bid to qualify for the Champions League with a 3-1---

* Trump's call for countries to send warships to protect Strait of Hormuz brings no promises
(2026-03-15 21:27)
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U.S. President Donald Trump's appeal to China, France, Japan, South Korea, Britain and others
to send warships to keep the Strait of Hormuz “open and safe” brought no--

« ‘Hoppers’ holds onto No. 1 box office spot as 'Reminders of Him' overperforms
(2026-03-15 21:26)

Pixar’ s “Hoppers” held onto the top slot at the box office, bouncing back with $28.5 million
in its second weekend, according to studio estimates Sunday, while Colleen Hoover's---

* Two men rob mobile phone store in Tokyo (2026-03-15 21:26)

Two men robbed a mobile phone store in Shinjuku, Tokyo, on Saturday night, getting away with
1.7 million yen in cash and dozens of mobile phones. The incident---

* Peruvian presidential candidate dies in traffic accident in Andes (2026-03-15 21:23)

A Peruvian presidential candidate died Sunday in a car accident on a remote Andean highway
while traveling to a political rally. Napole6n Becerra, 61, was the candidate for---

* Swedish court orders detention of Russian captain of tanker boarded off Sweden
(2026-03-15 21:23)

A Swedish court on Sunday ordered the detention of the Russian captain of a ship that was
suspected to be sailing under a false flag in the Baltic---

* African nations tiptoe around recruitment of citizens by Russian networks (2026-03-15
21:23)

Kenya’ s foreign minister is visiting Russia this week under pressure back home to convince
Moscow to stop recruiting Kenyans into its military, but Nairobi - like other governments:--

« Pakistan says it hit militant hideouts in Afghanistan’ s Kandahar as fighting shows no
letup (2026-03-15 21:22)

Pakistan said Sunday it targeted militant hideouts in Afghanistan’ s Kandahar region overnight,
as the fighting that erupted between the two neighbors late last month showed no signs of---

* Orban and challenger Magyar summon rival rallies in show of strength before Hungary's
April election (2026-03-15 21:22)

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban and his main political opponent, Péter Magyar, each
drew throngs of their supporters to the streets of Hungary's capital on Sunday for a--

+ U.S., China economic chiefs meet in Paris to clear path to Trump-Xi summit (2026-03-15
21:22)

Top U.S. and Chinese economic officials wrapped up the first of two days of talks in Paris on
Sunday to iron out kinks in their trade truce and---
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* Afghan asylum-seeker dies in ICE custody, U.S. advocacy group says (2026-03-15 21:22)

An Afghan immigrant who previously worked with the U.S. military in Afghanistan and later
sought asylum in the United States died this weekend in Immigration and Customs
Enforcement:--

* Israel and Lebanon expected to hold talks soon, Israeli officials say (2026-03-15 21:22)

Israel and Lebanon are expected to hold talks in the coming days aimed at securing a durable
ceasefire that would see Hezbollah disarmed, two Israeli officials said on---

* As other Iran allied groups are engaging in the Mideast war, Yemen's Houthis hold back
(2026-03-15 21:22)

Yemen’ s Iran-backed Houthi rebels have so far remained on the sidelines as the Iran war
widens across the Middle East, raising questions about why — and when the---

* Zelenskyy says Ukraine is waiting on U.S. and Russia to set the next round of talks
(2026-03-15 21:22)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said in comments released Sunday that he was ready
for the next round of trilateral peace talks to end Russia’ s more than 4-year-old invasion---

* Iran arrests 500 accused of giving information to enemies, police chief says (2026-03-15
21:22)

Iran has arrested 500 people accused of sharing information with enemies, the Islamic
Republic's police chief said on Sunday, as Israeli and U.S. fighter jets continue to strike---

+ U.S. officials predict quick end to Iran war, while Tehran says it can outlast enemies
(2026-03-15 21:21)

U.S. officials responding to economic uncertainty over high oil prices predicted on Sunday that
the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran would end within weeks and that a drop in---

* Two weeks into war with Iran, Trump has been knocked back on his political heels
(2026-03-15 21:18)

In the two weeks since the U.S. and Israel launched strikes on Iran, President Donald Trump
increasingly has been knocked on his political heels. He's grown more agitated---

* Japan ruling party urges 'careful’ decision on Mideast ship escort mission (2026-03-15
10:03)

A senior Japanese ruling party official on Sunday called for a "careful" decision regarding the
deployment of Self-Defense Forces to the conflict-stricken Middle East for the escort of---

* Taiwan reports large-scale Chinese military aircraft presence near the island (2026-03-15
10:01)
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Taiwan saw a surge of Chinese military planes near the island, its defense ministry said Sunday,
after a sharp drop in flights over the past two weeks had---

* Body of 74-year-old woman found in Osaka apartment (2026-03-15 07:31)

Police in Osaka are investigating the death of a 74-year-old woman whose body was found in
her apartment in Kita Ward on Saturday. At around 7:15 p.m., a---

*62.6% of unmarried people under 30 in Japan don't want children: survey (2026-03-15
07:30)

Over 60 percent of unmarried young people in Japan said they do not want children in 2025, up
from 56.6 percent who said so in 2024, a survey---

* Japan routs Philippines 7-0 to sweep into Women's Asian Cup semis (2026-03-15 07:29)

Ruthless Japan crushed the Philippines 7-0 on Sunday to book a Women's Asian Cup semifinal
with South Korea and keep their bid for a third continental title on---

+ U.S., China economic chiefs to meet in Paris to clear path to Trump-Xi summit (2026-03-15
07:19)

Top U.S. and Chinese economic officials are set to launch a new round of talks in Paris on
Sunday to iron out kinks in their trade truce and---

* Venezuela rallies to beat defending champ Japan 8-5 in WBC quarterfinal (2026-03-15
04:54)

Wilyer Abreu hit a go-ahead, three-run homer after Maikel Garcia sparked the comeback with a
two-run shot, and Venezuela beat defending champion Japan 8-5 in the World Baseball---

* Al fakes about Iran-U.S. war swirl on X despite policy crackdown (2026-03-15 03:01)

Al-created videos circulating on Elon Musk's X depict American soldiers captured by Iran, an
Israeli city in ruins, and US embassies ablaze -- a surge of lifelike deepfakes:---

« It's 'Sinners' v 'One Battle' as Oscars day arrives (2026-03-15 02:11)
After months of expensive campaigns, the Oscars finally arrive Sunday, with all eyes on the race
between "One Battle After Another" and "Sinners" for best picture, Hollywood's most---
* Medvedev snaps Alcaraz win streak; sets up Indian Wells final with Sinner (2026-03-15
02:04)
Daniil Medvedev ended Carlos Alcaraz's perfect start to 2026, stunning the world number one

6-3, 7-6 (7/3) Saturday to book an Indian Wells title clash with Jannik Sinner.--

- Italy’ s unbeaten WBC run rolls on with an 8-6 win over Puerto Rico and semifinal berth
(2026-03-15 02:02)
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JJ. D’ Orazio doubled with three RBIs and Andrew Fischer drove in two runs as Italy kept up its
charmed World Baseball Classic run with an 8-6 win over---

* France wins back-to-back Six Nations titles after beating England 48-46 on last-second
penalty (2026-03-14 22:36)

France won back-to-back Six Nations titles after beating England 48-46 on a last-second penalty
kick by Thomas Ramos in a thriller for the ages on Saturday. England scored---

* Formula 1 calls off April races in Bahrain and Saudi Arabia due to Iran war (2026-03-14
22:23)

Formula 1 and its governing body FIA has canceled Grand Prix races in Bahrain and Saudi
Arabia on safety grounds related to the Iran war. Both countries have---

* Another 3 members of Iran's women's soccer team decide against staying in Australia as
refugees (2026-03-14 21:42)

Another three members of the Iran's women’ s soccer team who accepted refugee visas to stay
in Australia have decided to return to their homeland, an Australian government minister---

* Graduation day (2026-03-14 21:38)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi attends the graduation ceremony for recruits at the Ministry of
Defense and the National Defense Academy of Japan in Tokyo on Saturday. The ceremony
included---

* 7 men, including yakuza, arrested over ¥420 mil Tokyo robbery in January (2026-03-14
21:37)

Police arrested seven men including yakuza gangsters Saturday on suspicion of stealing
suitcases containing about 420 million yen in cash in Tokyo's Ueno district in a January
robbery.---

* Japan, U.S. discuss energy security cooperation (2026-03-14 21:35)

Top Japanese and U.S. officials on Saturday discussed cooperation on energy security at a time
when oil and gas shipping through the Strait of Hormuz has been effectively---

* Japan eyes introduction of Ukraine-made drones for defense (2026-03-14 21:34)

The Japanese government is considering introducing Ukraine-made attack drones to bolster its
defense capabilities, banking on the Eastern European country's combat experience against
Russian military aggression, sources familiar---

* 'Snow White,' 'War of the Worlds' top Razzies (2026-03-14 21:32)

Dopey? Creepy? Unnecessary? Bizarre remakes of "Snow White" and "War of the Worlds" have
topped the Razzies, the anti-Hollywood awards show that annually shames the industry's very
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worst---

* Wales end three-year Six Nations drought by blowing away Italy in Cardiff (2026-03-14
21:30)

Wales tasted Six Nations success for the first time in 1,099 days after blowing away Italy 31-17
in Principality Stadium on Saturday. The growing confidence from spirited losses---

* China advances to Women's Asian Cup semifinals with a 2-0 extra-time win over Taiwan
(2026-03-14 21:30)

Defending champion China beat Taiwan 2-0 at the Women’ s Asian Cup on Saturday to set up a
semifinal against host Australia and clinch a place at the 2027 Women's World Cup.---

* Antonelli on pole for F1's Chinese Grand Prix after teammate Russell wins sprint
(2026-03-14 21:30)

Kimi Antonelli stepped up Saturday when his Mercedes teammate George Russell hit trouble in
qualifying to become the youngest-ever driver on pole position for a Formula 1 Grand--

* Arsenal stays in control of title race as Dowman become youngest ever Premier League
scorer (2026-03-14 21:30)

Arsenal stayed in control of the Premier League title race with a 2-0 win over Everton on
Saturday, with 16-year-old Max Dowman's solo goal in stoppage time making---

* 52-year-old man arrested for attempting to rob woman in Osaka mall parking space
(2026-03-14 21:30)

Police in Osaka have arrested a 52-year-old unemployed man for threatening a woman with a
knife and attempting to rob her in the parking area of a shopping---

* Man arrested over death of 71-year-old mother in Hyogo Prefecture (2026-03-14 21:29)

A 42-year-old man has been arrested on suspicion of killing his 71-year-old mother, with whom
he lived, in Harima, Hyogo Prefecture. The man, who is a construction worker,---

* New Prince Harry book a 'deranged conspiracy', his spokesperson says (2026-03-14 21:27)

A new biography about Prince Harry which says Queen Camilla had allegedly remarked he had
been brainwashed by his wife Meghan was described by his spokesperson on Saturday---

* Explosion at Amsterdam Jewish school was 'deliberate attack', mayor says (2026-03-14
21:27)

An explosion caused minor damage to a Jewish school in Amsterdam early on Saturday, in what
the city's mayor described as "a deliberate attack against the Jewish community".---
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« Pakistan’ s president says Afghan Taliban forces crossed a ‘red line’ with drone
attacks on civilians (2026-03-14 21:27)

Pakistan’ s president on Saturday warned neighboring Afghanistan’ s Taliban government that
ithad “crossed aredline” by launching drone attacks on civilian areas in Pakistan and---

* American flag raised at U.S. Embassy in Venezuela for the 1st time since 2019 (2026-03-14
21:27)

The American flag was raised Saturday over the U.S. Embassy in Venezuela for the first time
since 2019, a move that highlighted the recent shift in relations between---

* Six killed in Russian air attacks on Ukraine (2026-03-14 21:26)

Russia hammered Ukraine with missiles and drones on Saturday, killing six people and inflicting
damage across several regions of the country, Ukrainian officials said. Five of the dead---

* Israel and Lebanon to talk as war with Hezbollah rages (2026-03-14 21:26)

Israel and Lebanon are expected to hold direct talks in the coming days, Israel's Haaretz
newspaper reported on Saturday, in what would be a diplomatic milestone between the---

* Iran threatens to retaliate against region for U.S. Kharg Island attack (2026-03-14 21:26)

Iran threatened on Saturday to escalate the war raging in the Middle East by targeting any
facility in the region with U.S. ties, after Washington bombed its main---

* Trump urges other nations to help secure shipping through Strait of Hormuz (2026-03-14
21:25)

U.S. President Donald Trump on Saturday called on nations to send warships to keep the Strait
of Hormuz open for shipping as Iranian forces continue their retaliation campaign---

- Out of the frying pan? Noma’ s Rene Redzepi resigns, and fine dining confronts 'brigade'
culture (2026-03-14 21:22)

Chef Gordon Ramsay yells at people. His mentor was known for throwing pans and plates. That
chef, London's Marco Pierre White, titled his own memoir “The Devil in-:

* Jet fuel prices rising as busy summer travel season approaches (2026-03-14 21:22)

Jet fuel prices are rising as the war in the Middle East disrupts global oil supplies, putting cost
pressure on airlines as the busy summer travel season approaches.---

* TEPCO takes recently restarted reactor off grid to probe alarm activation (2026-03-14
09:57)

Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings Inc (TEPCO) on Saturday halted power generation and
transmission at a nuclear power plant in central Japan for checks, less than two months---

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 18 — 2026-03-17


https://japantoday.com/category/world/pakistan%E2%80%99s-president-says-afghan-taliban-forces-crossed-a-%E2%80%98red-line%E2%80%99-with-drone-attacks-on-civilians
https://japantoday.com/category/world/pakistan%E2%80%99s-president-says-afghan-taliban-forces-crossed-a-%E2%80%98red-line%E2%80%99-with-drone-attacks-on-civilians
https://japantoday.com/category/world/american-flag-raised-at-us-embassy-in-venezuela-for-the-1st-time-since-2019
https://japantoday.com/category/world/six-killed-in-russian-air-attacks-on-ukraine
https://japantoday.com/category/world/israel-and-lebanon-to-talk-as-war-with-hezbollah-rages-haaretz-reports
https://japantoday.com/category/world/iran-threatens-to-retaliate-against-region-for-us-kharg-island-attack
https://japantoday.com/category/world/trump-urges-other-nations-to-help-secure-shipping-through-strait-of-hormuz
https://japantoday.com/category/features/food/out-of-the-frying-pan-noma%E2%80%99s-rene-redzepi-resigns-and-fine-dining-confronts-%27brigade%27-culture
https://japantoday.com/category/features/food/out-of-the-frying-pan-noma%E2%80%99s-rene-redzepi-resigns-and-fine-dining-confronts-%27brigade%27-culture
https://japantoday.com/category/features/travel/jet-fuel-prices-are-rising.-that-could-make-summer-flights-more-expensive
https://japantoday.com/category/national/tepco%27s-recently-restarted-nuclear-reactor-to-halt-power-generation

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

* Man gets 14 years over rape attempt resulting in death of intoxicated woman (2026-03-14
07:04)

A court on Friday sentenced a man to 14 years in prison for attempting to rape an intoxicated
woman after forcing her to take 32 shots of tequila,---

* North Korea fires about 10 missiles toward sea in show of force, Seoul says (2026-03-14
07:03)

North Korea on Saturday fired about 10 ballistic missiles toward the eastern sea, South
Korea’ s military said, staging its own show of force as the rival South conducts---

* Anti-Muslim rhetoric rises among Republicans with little pushback from GOP leadership
(2026-03-14 05:17)

Anti-Muslim rhetoric from some Republicans in Congress intensified this week against the
backdrop of the Iran war, with multiple lawmakers — including one who said “Muslims don’ t
belong---

* Dominican Republic beats South Korea 10-0 to advance to World Baseball Classic semis
(2026-03-14 03:58)

Austin Wells smashed the game-winning home run and unbeaten Dominican Republic advanced
to the World Baseball Classic semi-finals with a 10-0 romp over South Korea on Friday. Wells---

* U.S. beats Canada 5-3, advances to World Baseball Classic semifinals (2026-03-14 03:43)

Aaron Judge doubled and Pete Crow-Armstrong and Brice Turang each had two hits as the
United States beat Canada 5-3 on Friday night to reach the World Baseball---

* 5 U.S. Air Force refueling planes hit in Iranian strike on Saudi Arabia, WSJ reports; U.S. hits
Iran's key oil export hub (2026-03-14 00:56)
Five U.S. Air Force refueling planes were struck and damaged on the ground at Prince

Sultan air base in Saudi Arabia, the Wall Street Journal reported on Friday,-

+ U.S. reportedly moving 2,500 Marines from Japan to Middle East (2026-03-14 00:35)

Elements from the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, based in Okinawa, and the amphibious
assault ship USS Tripoli, based in Sasebo in Nagasaki Prefecture, have been ordered to the---

* U.S. faces elevated terrorism threats against backdrop of Iran war and cuts at FBI, Justice
Department (2026-03-14 00:25)

In New York City, two men who federal authorities say were inspired by the Islamic State
brought powerful homemade bombs to a far-right protest outside the mayoral mansion.---

* Two long-lost episodes of 'Doctor Who' found (2026-03-13 21:04)
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Over six decades of “Doctor Who,” the intergalactic adventurer’ s adversaries have included
evil robots, rampaging Yeti — and the BBC, which erased many early episodes of the
now-iconic--+

* Japan to consider legalizing use of birth surnames alone after marriage (2026-03-13 21:03)

The Japanese government on Friday approved a plan to consider legalizing the use of birth
surnames alone in official documents by married people, while maintaining the requirement
for---

* Koizumi says Japan needs major updates on defense strategy after Ukraine, Iran
(2026-03-13 21:02)

Japan's Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi said Friday his country should deepen discussions on
how better to defend against new types of threats as the Russia-Ukraine conflict and the---

* Ruling bloc rams FY2026 budget through lower house (2026-03-13 21:02)

Japan's ruling coalition, led by Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi, on Friday pushed a record initial
state budget through the House of Representatives by leveraging its supermajority, brushing
aside---

* 'We're not wombs': Japanese women seek rights to sterilization (2026-03-13 21:01)

When Kazane Kajiya voluntarily sterilized herself in the United States aged 27, she essentially "
flipped the middle finger" at Japan's patriarchal society that had long pushed her towards---

* U.S. job openings rise to a better-than-expected 7 million despite sluggish labor market
(2026-03-13 20:59)

U.S. job openings rose to nearly 7 million in January, better than expected at a time when the
American labor market has looked sluggish. The 6.95 million job---

* Marco Odermatt locks up overall and discipline title in penultimate downhill of World Cup
season (2026-03-13 20:58)

Marco Odermatt has locked up his first two titles of the World Cup season. And it's only a
matter of days before he will likely add two more---

* Six Nations closing with a title shootout between France, Scotland and Ireland (2026-03-13
20:58)

France, Scotland or Ireland will clinch the most fun Six Nations in years on Saturday. Predictions
have been torn up and one last twist in the final round---

* Australia beats North Korea 2-1 to reach Women's Asian Cup semifinals and clinch World
Cup berth (2026-03-13 20:57)
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Sam Kerr scored one goal and created another as Australia advanced to the Women's Asian Cup
semifinals and secured a World Cup spot with a 2-1 win Friday---

* Iran soccer team pushes back on Trump comments, says 'no one can exclude' it from the
World Cup (2026-03-13 20:57)

Pushing back on U.S. President Donald Trump’ s comments, Iran's national soccer team says
“no one can exclude” it from playing in the men's World Cup in the United---

* Spurs search for salvation, Arsenal ready for title charge (2026-03-13 20:57)

Troubled Tottenham heads to Liverpool on Sunday searching for salvation in their increasingly
desperate fight against relegation. Arsenal can move closer to their first Premier League title
for---

* Netflix's exclusive WBC broadcasting deal in Japan draws mixed reactions (2026-03-13
20:57)

U.S. streaming giant Netflix Inc is drawing mixed reactions for its exclusive broadcasting rights
in Japan for the World Baseball Classic. Some online are complaining about needing a---

* Japan to join Trump's 'Golden Dome' project; expects missile requests (2026-03-13 20:56)

Japan will inform the U.S. next week that it intends to join the "Golden Dome" missile defense
initiative and expects that Washington may seek its help with missile---

* Drone strikes and clashes in eastern Congo threaten region's peace efforts (2026-03-13
20:55)

Congo’ s government and Rwanda-backed M23 rebels on Friday accused each other of
violating terms of a ceasefire deal aimed at ending decadeslong fighting and bringing a
permanent peace--

* Cuba's president confirms U.S. talks as island's energy and economic crises intensify
(2026-03-13 20:55)

Cuba has held talks with the U.S. government, Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel said Friday,
marking the first time the Caribbean country has confirmed widespread speculation about
discussions with---

* Zelenskyy says Russia oil waiver won't help end war (2026-03-13 20:55)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on Friday that a U.S. decision to ease sanctions
on Russian oil was not helping to end the conflict in Ukraine as he---

* Pakistani airstrikes cause civilian casualties in Kabul, Taliban and U.N. say (2026-03-13
20:55)
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Pakistan bombed the fuel depot of private airline Kam Air near Afghanistan's Kandahar airport,
the ruling Taliban said on Friday, stepping up the neighbours' worst conflict in years,---

* Judge quashes subpoenas in Justice Department's investigation of Fed chair Jerome Powell
(2026-03-13 20:55)

A federal judge on Friday quashed Justice Department subpoenas issued to the Federal Reserve
in January, a severe blow to an investigation that has already attracted strong criticism---

* Trump administration lashes out at CNN over Iran war (2026-03-13 20:54)

The Pentagon and White House slammed CNN over its Iran war coverage Friday -- with Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth saying he looked forward to an ally of President---

* Iran plane leaves India with sailors, bodies as Indian ships win Hormuz reprieve
(2026-03-13 20:54)

A chartered plane arranged by Iran departed southern India late on Friday carrying some
sailors from a naval vessel that had docked in the country, as well as---

* Trump says U.S. will hit Iran 'very hard' after easing sanctions on Russian oil (2026-03-13
20:54)

President Donald Trump said the U.S. was going to be hitting Iran "very hard over the next
week", shortly after issuing a partial 30-day waiver for purchases of---

* Israel destroys bridge in Lebanon, threatens Gaza-scale destruction (2026-03-13 20:54)

Israel destroyed a bridge in southern Lebanon on Friday and dropped leaflets in Beirut
threatening Gaza-scale devastation as it deployed more troops to fight Iran-backed Hezbollah
and warned---

* Slow ascent (2026-03-13 20:53)

A poster at a Tokyo subway station asks commuters not to walk up the escalator.

* All but 2 of Austria's 96 glaciers have retreated over last 2 years (2026-03-13 20:51)

All but two of Austria’ s 96 glaciers have retreated over the last two years, monitors in the
Alpine country reported Friday, saying the “dramatic development” highlights the impact---

* Four U.S. service members killed in plane crash in Iraq (2026-03-13 10:20)

Four of the six crew members aboard a U.S. military aircraft that crashed in western Iraq are
confirmed to have been killed, the U.S. military said on Friday,-

» Man arrested for fatally assaulting drinking companion after bar-hopping session in Chiba
(2026-03-13 07:41)
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Police in Funabashi, Chiba Prefecture, have arrested a 29-year-old man on suspicion of fatally
assaulting a man with whom he had been drinking, on a street on Thursday---

* Japan digital payment firm PayPay makes U.S. stock market debut (2026-03-13 07:41)

PayPay Corp, the Japanese provider of a popular digital payment app, made a major stock
market debut on the U.S. Nasdaqg exchange on Thursday, a move aimed at---

* North Korea says Japan's missile expansion is raising regional security risks (2026-03-13
07:40)

North Korea accused Japan of heightening regional security risks by accelerating the
deployment and development of long-range missiles, saying Tokyo's military buildup amounted
to preparations for a future---

* Takaichi promises to be 'candid' with Trump as Iran war hurts Japan (2026-03-13 07:40)

Japan is hurting from the Iran war ahead of Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's visit to Washington
next week. She has promised to be "candid" with the U.S. president.---

* Asia shares are mostly lower and oil hovers near $100 a barrel over Iran war worries
(2026-03-13 06:58)

Asia shares were mostly lower Friday, tracking Wall Street losses, while oil prices hovered near
$100 per barrel as anxiety remained over the Iran war and its impact on supplies---

* Trump threatens Iran following new wave of attacks on Gulf states and Israel (2026-03-13
05:51)

Iran launched multiple attacks early Friday on Gulf Arab states, including dozens of drones at
Saudi Arabia, following warnings from its new supreme leader about hosting American bases,---

+ U.S. weather to go nuts with blizzard, polar vortex, heat dome, atmospheric river all at
once (2026-03-13 05:10)

Nearly every part of the United States is getting walloped by wild weather or just about to be.
Days of downpours have begun in Hawaii. The southwest will---

* U.S. carrying out rescue effort after military aircraft crashes in Iraq (2026-03-13 00:19)

A U.S. military refueling aircraft crashed in western Iraq on Thursday, in an incident U.S. Central
Command said involved another aircraft but was not the result of hostile---

* Sinner rolls into Indian Wells semifinal clash with Zverev (2026-03-12 22:57)

World number two Jannik Sinner powered past Learner Tien 6-1, 6-2 to book a semifinal
showdown with fourth-ranked Alexander Zverev at Indian Wells on Thursday. Sinner is in---

* Canada to boost Arctic defenses, says it can no longer rely on others (2026-03-12 22:53)
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rime Minister Mark Carney unveiled a C$35 billion ($25.7 billion) plan on Thursday to boost
Canada's defenses in the giant Arctic region as it tries to decrease its--

* Kusama artwork (2026-03-12 21:44)

People walk through the artwork "Infinity Mirrored Room" during a preview of the new major
exhibition of legendary Japanese artist Yayoi Kusama at the Museum Ludwig in Cologne,---

* Japan's Mideast evacuations of citizens one of its largest such operations (2026-03-12
21:40)

Japan's evacuations of its citizens and their family members from the war-hit Middle East has
become one of the country's largest operations of its kind, exceeding the 2020---

* New exhibit shows plaster casts of Pompeii victims frozen at the time of death
(2026-03-12 21:37)

More than 20 plaster casts of victims who died in the catastrophic volcano eruption in Pompeii
went on display for the first time Thursday in a permanent exhibition.-

* Winter heat wave sends temperatures into the 90s in Southern California (2026-03-12
21:37)

With spring still a week away, it was already starting to feel like summer Thursday in Southern
California as temperatures topped 90 degrees (32 Celsius) — an unusual---

* Russian court convicts 19 people over deadly 2024 Moscow concert hall attack
(2026-03-12 21:36)

A court in Moscow on Thursday convicted 19 people of involvement in the 2024 shooting
rampage at a Moscow concert hall that killed 149 people and wounded over---

* Landslides in southern Ethiopia leave at least 50 people dead and 125 missing (2026-03-12
21:36)

Disastrous landslides that struck southern Ethiopia following a week of heavy rains have killed
at least 50 people and left 125 others missing, an official said Thursday. The---

* Bessent will meet China's vice premier in Paris ahead of Trump's visit to Beijing
(2026-03-12 21:36)

U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent will meet with Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng on Sunday
and Monday in Paris for a new round of trade talks, the Treasury---

* Zelenskyy says Ukraine awaits White House sign-off on U.S. drone production deal
(2026-03-12 21:36)

Ukraine is awaiting White House approval for a major drone production agreement proposed by
Kyiv last year, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Thursday, as countries scramble to
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modernize:--

+ U.S. and allies clash with Russia and China over Iran nuclear program (2026-03-12 21:36)

The U.S. and Western allies clashed with Russia and China on Thursday over Iran's nuclear
intentions, as Washington sought at the United Nations to further justify the war---

* Suspect shot dead after crashing truck into Detroit-area synagogue (2026-03-12 21:36)

A suspect crashed his truck into the hallway of a Detroit-area synagogue where children were at
preschool on Thursday and was killed in a confrontation with security personnel,---

+ U.S. defends Israel against South Africa's allegation of genocide filed to top UN court
(2026-03-12 21:36)

The United States will intervene in the genocide case against Israel brought at the United
Nations’ highest court by South Africa, arguing that the accusations are false and---

* China positions itself as force for global stability at its annual Congress (2026-03-12 21:35)

While much of the world’ s attention is on the Iran war, that hasn’ t stopped China from
moving ahead with national priorities with global repercussions. Not that China doesn’ t--

* Iran-linked hackers take aim at U.S. and other targets, raising risk of cyberattacks during
war (2026-03-12 21:35)

Pro-Iranian hackers are targeting sites in the Middle East and starting to stretch into the United
States during the war, raising the risk of American defense contractors, power---

* Israel strikes central Beirut (2026-03-12 21:35)

Israeli airstrikes hit two buildings in the heart of Beirut near the Lebanese government's
headquarters on Thursday, ramping up Israel's offensive against Iran-backed Hezbollah and
dragging Lebanon deeper---

* Iran's new supreme leader vows to keep Strait of Hormuz shut (2026-03-12 21:35)

Iran will fight on and keep the Strait of Hormuz shut as leverage against the United States and
Israel, new Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei said on Thursday in---

* Winter Olympics star Klaebo taken to hospital after crashing in World Cup sprint race
(2026-03-12 21:35)

Norwegian cross-country skiing star Johannes Hoesflot Klaebo was taken to a hospital for
medical checks after hitting his head on the snow in a crash involving U.S. skier---

* Duplantis clears 6.31 meters to set 15th pole vault world record (2026-03-12 21:34)

Armand Duplantis broke the pole vault world record on Thursday for the 15th time at the meet
that bears his name in Uppsala, Sweden, clearing 6.31 meters on---
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* Verstappen sees 'a jungle' in F1 but still hopes for 'simple solutions' (2026-03-12 21:34)

Max Verstappen's blunt assessment: “It's a jungle” in Formula 1. The four-time F1 world
champion isn't a fan of the new 2026 technical regulations, despite working his way---

* Ohtani is back in Miami, where he's had some magical moments (2026-03-12 21:34)

Shohei Ohtani calls Miami's loanDepot Park, the site of the knockout rounds of this year's World
Baseball Classic, one of his favorite stadiums. It's not hard to imagine---

* Trump discourages Iranian soccer team from attending World Cup, citing safety concerns
(2026-03-12 21:34)

President Donald Trump said he did not think it would be “appropriate” for the Iranian
soccer team to attend this year’ s World Cup, co-hosted by the United States, -

* Lawyers in landmark social media addiction trial make final appeals to jury (2026-03-12
21:33)

After about a month of hearing from addiction experts, therapists, platform engineers and
executives, including Mark Zuckerberg, 12 jurors are listening to closing arguments before
deciding whether social---

* Google overhauls its Maps app, adding in more Al features to help people get around
(2026-03-12 21:33)

Google Maps will depend more heavily on artificial intelligence to help people figure out where
they want to go and the best way to get there as part---

* Japan's imperial couple likely to visit Netherlands, Belgium in June (2026-03-12 21:31)

Japan is making arrangements for Emperor Naruhito and Empress Masako to visit the
Netherlands and Belgium from around mid- to late June, at the invitation of both countries,---

* Takaichi says she won't fire education minister over affair with woman (2026-03-12 21:31)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi said Thursday that she will not dismiss education minister Yohei
Matsumoto despite reports that he had an affair with a married woman. "I would---

* Takaichi cancels meeting with Muslim envoys reportedly due to cold symptoms
(2026-03-12 21:30)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi has cancelled a planned meeting with ~ Gulf Cooperation
Council  country ambassadors and an iftar dinner with  a wider group of Muslim
diplomats in Tokyo, -

* Electric vehicle rethink to cost Honda almost $16 billion (2026-03-12 21:30)
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Japan's Honda said Thursday it expected to book nearly $16 billion in expenses and losses
related to a major reorientation of its electric vehicle (EV) strategy, blaming U.S.---

« Man and woman, both with stab wounds, die after being found in apartment after fire
(2026-03-12 07:39)

A man and a woman died after a fire partially destroyed their apartment in Tokyo on
Wednesday night. Both had stab wounds, the woman in the neck and--

* [EA pledges record release of emergency oil reserves in bid to calm surging prices
(2026-03-12 07:35)

A group representing many of the world's wealthiest countries agreed Wednesday to release
the largest volume of emergency oil reserves in its history, in a bid to counter---

* Tokyo stocks drop on lingering oil supply concerns amid Middle East war (2026-03-12
07:34)

Tokyo stocks fell Thursday, hurt by surging oil futures as the International Energy Agency's
decision to conduct its largest stockpile release failed to ease market jitters over supply---

* Uber plans Tokyo robotaxi trial with Nissan and Britain's Wayve (2026-03-12 07:34)

Uber announced Thursday its first robotaxi partnership in Japan, teaming up with Nissan and
British artificial intelligence autonomous driving startup Wayve for a trial this year in Tokyo.---

* U.S. opens unfair trade probes against Japan, EU, over a dozen other countries
(2026-03-12 07:33)

U.S. President Donald Trump's administration on Wednesday launched trade investigations into
what it sees as unfair practices by China, Japan and over a dozen other countries, in a---

* Oil tankers burn near Iraq as Iranian strikes defy Trump's claim to have 'won' the war
(2026-03-12 05:57)
Iran appeared to have set ablaze two tankers in Iraqgi waters as it stepped up attacks on oil and

transport facilities across the Middle East, warning the world---

* Brilliant Alcaraz still perfect heading into Indian Wells quarterfinals (2026-03-12 04:26)

Carlos Alcaraz reached the Indian Wells quarterfinals for a fifth straight year with a sparkling
6-1, 7-6 (7/2) victory over Casper Ruud on Wednesday, extending his perfect start---

* North Korea unveils image of Kim's daughter firing pistol (2026-03-12 03:37)

North Korea released an image on Thursday of leader Kim Jong Un's teenage daughter firing a
pistol, weeks after photos showed her shooting a rifle — once again---

« Italy, USA and Canada advance at World Baseball Classic (2026-03-12 03:29)
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Unbeaten Italy advanced to the World Baseball Classic quarterfinals by routing Mexico 9-1 on
Wednesday, allowing the fancied collection of United States stars into the last eight as---

« Cambodia aims to shut down all online scam centers by the end of April (2026-03-12 01:00)

Cambodia hopes to shut down all of the country’ s notorious online scam centers by the end of
next month, the head of the Southeast Asian nation's effort to---

* Lawmakers vent frustration over DHS shutdown as lines grow at U.S. airports (2026-03-12
00:59)

Republican and Democratic senators vented their frustrations Wednesday with the lack of
progress in funding the Department of Homeland Security, which is resulting in more
Americans enduring long:--

+ Canada advances past World Baseball Classic first round for first time, beating Cuba 7-2
(2026-03-11 22:42)

Canada advanced past the first round of the World Baseball Classic for the first time, beating
Cuba 7-2 Wednesday in a winner-take-all game at San Juan, Puerto Rico,---

* Real Madrid batters Man City as PSG sinks Chelsea in Champions League (2026-03-11
22:41)

Federico Valverde scored an unlikely hat-trick as Real Madrid trounced Manchester City 3-0 in
the first leg of their Champions League last-16 tie Wednesday, while holders Paris
Saint-Germain---

* 1 dead, 2 critical after possible chemo errors at Saitama children's hospital (2026-03-11
21:58)

One leukemia patient died and two others remain in critical condition after undergoing
chemotherapy injections, a children's hospital near Tokyo said Wednesday. Saitama Prefectural
Children's Medical Center in---

* Gasoline price in Japan rises above 160 yen; may top 180 yen next week (2026-03-11 21:52)

The average retail gasoline price in Japan rose to 161.80 yen per liter as of Monday, reflecting
higher crude oil prices amid the Iran war, industry ministry data---

* Japan to release oil reserves as early as Monday: Takaichi (2026-03-11 21:45)

Japan will begin drawing down its oil reserves as early as next Monday to deal with a possible
sharp rise in gasoline and other petroleum product prices amid---

* Barbra Streisand to receive Honorary Palme d'Or at Cannes (2026-03-11 21:45)

Hollywood and Broadway legend Barbra Streisand will be awarded an Honorary Palme d'Or at
this year's Cannes Film Festival, organizers announced Wednesday, honoring a career that has
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spanned---

* Punch the baby monkey isn't being bullied: Japan zoo (2026-03-11 21:43)

A Japanese zoo caring for a baby monkey who has become an internet sensation was forced to
issue a statement denying he was being bullied, following an outpouring---

* Giant pipe protrudes 10 meters above ground at construction site in Osaka (2026-03-11
21:42)

A giant vertical pipe at a sewer construction site in Osaka was pushed upward Wednesday,
protruding more than 10 meters above the ground, police said. Osaka prefectural police---

¢ Airlines in Asia hike fares as Mideast war raises fuel costs (2026-03-11 21:41)

Airlines in the Asia-Pacific region, including Qantas, Air India and Cathay Pacific, have hiked
fares -- or will soon -- to factor in surging jet fuel prices spurred---

* I[EA pledges record release of emergency oil reserves in bid to calm surging prices
(2026-03-11 21:40)

A group representing many of the world's wealthiest countries agreed Wednesday to release
the largest volume of emergency oil reserves in its history, in a bid to counter---

* Vissel Kobe beats FC Seoul, becoming 2nd Japanese team in AFC Champions League
quarterfinals (2026-03-11 21:40)

Japan’ s Vissel Kobe claimed a place in the quarterfinals of the AFC Champions League Elite
with a 2-1 win over FC Seoul of South Korea on Wednesday. Yuya---

* Russian anthem played again at Paralympics after Germany athletes' protest at Milan
Cortina (2026-03-11 21:40)

The Russian national anthem rang again at the Paralympics on Wednesday, a day after Germany
athletes appeared to stage a protest in the podium ceremony at Milan Cortina.---

«Iran’ s sports minister says his country can’ t take part in World Cup because of US
attacks (2026-03-11 21:39)

Iran’ s sports and youth minister said it's “not possible” for the country to take part in the
World Cup after the United States killed its supreme leader, Ayatollah---

* Politics meets soccer as China, Taiwan face off at Asian Cup (2026-03-11 21:39)

China and Taiwan will clash this week in a politically tinged Women's Asian Cup quarterfinal
while Australia hope that a bumper home crowd can help drag them through---

* Britain is ejecting hereditary nobles from Parliament after 700 years (2026-03-11 21:39)
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Centuries of British political tradition will end within weeks after Parliament voted to remove
hereditary aristocrats from the unelected House of Lords. On Tuesday night members of the---

* South Africa summons new U.S. ambassador over criticism as rift deepens (2026-03-11
21:39)
The new U.S. ambassador to South Africa has been summoned to explain his criticism, the
country's foreign minister said Wednesday, as a diplomatic rift continues over foreign policy---

* Czechs won't meet NATO defense spending target under populist leader Babis
(2026-03-11 21:39)

Czech Republic lawmakers on Wednesday approved a 2026 budget that falls short of a NATO
target for defense spending, despite pressure from the United States and the country's---

* Ecuador readies a major offensive on criminal groups with U.S. logistical support
(2026-03-11 21:39)

Ecuador will launch a major offensive against criminal organizations in three western provinces
this weekend with logistical support from the United States, the interior minister said
Wednesday. Speaking---

* Drone strike hits school and medical center in southern Sudan, killing 17, mostly
schoolgirls (2026-03-11 21:39)

An explosive-laden drone blamed on Sudanese paramilitaries struck a secondary school and a
health care center in southern Sudan Wednesday, killing at least 17 people, mostly schoolgirls,
a---

* Files show British prime minister was warned of 'reputational risk' in appointing
Mandelson (2026-03-11 21:38)

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer was warned that Peter Mandelson’ s friendship with
convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein exposed the government to “reputational risk,” but he
still appointed---

* New drone maker partly owned by Trump sons hopes to win Pentagon contracts
(2026-03-11 21:38)

Among dozens of companies competing for Pentagon contracts to supply attack drones, one
stands out. Powerus is flush with cash and ballooning in size as it buys up---

* As Iran war rages, Trump pivots to cost of living in trip to Kentucky and Ohio (2026-03-11
21:38)

U.S. President Donald Trump sought to assure Americans on Wednesday that rising gas prices
because of the Iran war are a temporary phenomenon, as he traveled to Kentucky---
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* Pentagon blocks photographers from Hegseth's briefings on Iran war (2026-03-11 21:38)

The Pentagon has not permitted photographers to cover Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth's last
two briefings on the war in Iran, and hasn't explained the change in longstanding policy.---

* Trump keeps telling America he's winning in Iran. He's less clear in explaining how the war
ends (2026-03-11 21:38)

Facing jittery global markets and drooping poll numbers since launching a war with Iran,
President Donald Trump has cycled from calls for “unconditional surrender” to sounding
amenable to---

* Iran tells world to get ready for oil at $200 a barrel as it fires on merchant ships
(2026-03-11 21:34)

Iran said the world should be ready for oil at $200 a barrel as its forces hit merchant ships on
Wednesday and the International Energy Agency recommended a---

* Shabby beauty: Inside Japan's oldest, defiant student dorm (2026-03-11 21:33)

Graffiti defaces tattered clay walls and trash piles up in Japan's oldest student dormitory, but
Masako Ueda is savoring every last moment in the mice-infested building slated for---

* Pizza Hut Japan teams up with creator of one of the country’ s best kinds of ramen for
ramen pizza (2026-03-11 21:31)

Pizza and ramen have a lot of things in common. For both of them, the first image that springs
to mind is of a simple but tasty comfort:---

* Anti-nuclear rally in Seoul (2026-03-11 21:29)

Protesters hold signs reading "Nuclear Free" during a rally marking the 15th anniversary of the
Fukushima nuclear disaster caused by the March 11 earthquake and tsunami in Japan,--

* Japan marks 15 years since quake-tsunami, Fukushima nuclear crisis (2026-03-11 10:10)

Japan on Wednesday marked 15 years since a devastating earthquake and tsunami struck the
country's northeastern areas and triggered a nuclear crisis, with survivors expressing ongoing
pain as--

* Woman arrested over death of bedridden 29-year-old daughter (2026-03-11 07:36)

A 58-year-old woman has been arrested in Mobara City, Chiba Prefecture, on suspicion of killing
her 29-year-old bedridden daughter by drowning her. Police said Chieko Saito is accused---

« 'Stealth hit' Pokemon game sends Nintendo shares soaring (2026-03-11 07:35)

Fan buzz around life-simulation game "Pokemon Pokopia" sent Nintendo shares soaring on
Wednesday, with some hailing the new title as a welcome antidote to global conflicts. Japan's
Nintendo---
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* JR East to raise fares by an average of 7.1% from Friday (2026-03-11 07:35)

East Japan Railway Co (JR East) will raise fares by an average 7.1% across its entire service area
from Friday. This marks the first time JR East has---

* Asian shares advance as markets await signals on when war with Iran may end
(2026-03-11 07:29)

Asian shares were mostly higher Wednesday with several benchmarks giving up much of their
early gains as investors awaited signals on when the war with Iran may end. U.S. futures---

* Iranian women's soccer squad member changes mind on Australia asylum offer; to return
home (2026-03-11 07:24)

Australian police helped two more members of the Iranian women's soccer delegation slip their
minders to claim asylum, but one has changed her mind and decided to go---

* China reasserting its infuence on North Korea (2026-03-11 05:29)

When Kim Jong Un arrived by armored train in Beijing for a military parade in September, the
pageantry signaled a thaw in one of the world's most important---

« Italy stuns U.S. 8-6 in World Baseball Classic (2026-03-11 04:52)

Kyle Teel, Sam Antonacci and Jac Caglianone homered as Italy built a big lead and held on to
stun the United States 8-6 Tuesday night in the World---

* Infantino says he's talked to Trump and was assured that Iran can come to U.S. for World
Cup (2026-03-11 04:49)

FIFA said Tuesday night that it anticipates Iran's national team will be allowed to come to the
United States, even with war going on between the countries, and---

* Yamal denies Newcastle, Liverpool loses and Atletico thrashes Spurs in Champions League
(2026-03-11 01:27)

Lamine Yamal's last-gasp penalty earned Barcelona a 1-1 draw at Newcastle United in the first
leg of their Champions League last-16 tie on Tuesday, while Liverpool lost 1-0---

* 6 people killed, 3 hospitalized after bus catches fire west of Swiss capital (2026-03-10
23:05)

At least six people were killed and three others hospitalized with severe injures after a bus
caught fire in a town west of the Swiss capital, police said---

« 2 more members of Iranian women’ s soccer team granted asylum in Australia
(2026-03-10 23:04)
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Two more members of the Iranian women’ s soccer team were granted asylum in Australia
before their teammates departed, the country’ s Home Affairs Minister Tony Burke said
Wednesday. The--

+ U.S., Israel pound Iran on heaviest day of strikes yet (2026-03-10 21:48)

The United States and Israel pounded Iran on Tuesday with what the Pentagon and Iranians on
the ground called the most intense airstrikes of the war, despite global---

* Japan rolls on at Women's Asian Cup as Taiwan and Philippines reach quarterfinals
(2026-03-10 21:47)

Japan kept its perfect defensive record intact to reach the quarterfinals of the Women's Asian
Cup without conceding a goal as Taiwan and the Philippines also qualified Tuesday.---

* 790,000 mementos from 2011 Tohoku disaster still stored in hard-hit areas (2026-03-10
21:44)

Some 790,000 items discovered in the aftermath of a devastating earthquake and tsunami in
northeastern Japan in March 2011 remain stored across three prefectures in the hopes that---

* Japan bets on science to reshape Fukushima after nuclear disaster (2026-03-10 21:43)

On a quiet stretch of coastline in Fukushima Prefecture, construction crews are preparing land
near Namie Station for what Japanese officials hope will become a centerpiece of the---

* Meta to acquire Moltbook, the social network for Al agents (2026-03-10 21:42)

Meta said Wednesday it is acquiring Moltbook, a social network built exclusively for artificial
intelligence agents to make posts and interact with each other. A takeover of the---

*+ UK trial opens against Sony over PlayStation video game prices (2026-03-10 21:41)

A trial opened in London on Tuesday over a £2 billion ($2.7 billion) class action lawsuit that
accuses Japanese entertainment giant Sony of breaching competition law by allegedly---

* Lego posts record profit despite geopolitical turmoil (2026-03-10 21:40)

Denmark's Lego, the world’ s number one toy maker, on Tuesday posted record sales and
profits for its 2025 financial year, marking a "fantastic" year, despite global tensions, Lego's---

* Musk, already world's richest person, eyes $1 trillion fortune (2026-03-10 21:40)

Elon Musk's estimated $839 billion net worth has made him the wealthiest individual ever
recorded, Forbes said Tuesday, as billionaires worldwide saw their combined fortunes surge in
the...

* Machida, Buriram advance in Asian Champions League (2026-03-10 21:39)
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Japan's Machida Zelvia booked their place in the Asian Champions League quarterfinals in their
competition debut after beating South Korea's Gangwon 1-0 in Tuesday's last 16 second leg.--

* Swiss Para alpine skier who was bullied in school wins gold medals at Milan Cortina
Games (2026-03-10 21:39)

Robin Cuche, a Swiss Para skier who said he was made fun of in school because of his disability,
is celebrating two gold medals at the Milan Cortina---

* Sabalenka powers past Osaka into Indian Wells quarterfinals (2026-03-10 21:39)

World number one Aryna Sabalenka powered into the Indian Wells quarterfinals on Tuesday,
beating former champion Naomi Osaka 6-2, 6-4 in a battle of Grand Slam champions. It---

* Liverpool rocked by Galatasaray defeat in Champions League last 16 first leg (2026-03-10
21:39)

Liverpool suffered a 1-0 defeat against Galatasaray in the Champions League last 16 first leg on
Tuesday as Mario Lemina's goal left the Reds in danger of a--

* Japan survives Czech scare to stay unbeaten at World Baseball Classic (2026-03-10 21:39)

Already qualified Japan were made to sweat by the Czech Republic's part-time team of teachers
and firefighters before the defending World Baseball Classic champions ended pool play with---

* Japan energy minister backs proposed coordinated release of oil reserves (2026-03-10
21:38)

Japan supports a possible coordinated release of oil reserves by International Energy Agency
member countries, industry minister Ryosei Akazawa said Tuesday, as the U.S.-Israeli war
against Iran has---

* Winnie the Pooh turns 100: Hunny-loving bear marks a milestone (2026-03-10 21:38)

Winnie the Pooh, the self-described bear of "very little brain" who has charmed generations
with his homespun and heartfelt wisdom, is turning 100. The beloved children's character
ambled--

* 6 injured in suspected gas leak at paper mill in central Japan (2026-03-10 21:36)

A suspected gas leak at a paper mill in central Japan left six workers injured on Tuesday, with
two of them in serious condition, police said. An employee---

* Former Syrian colonel faces landmark crimes against humanity case in London
(2026-03-10 21:33)

A former Syrian air force colonel faced a novel set of charges in a British court Tuesday: three
counts of murder as a crime against humanity for civilian---
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* EU chief, Macron say Mideast war exposes Europe energy vulnerability (2026-03-10 21:33)

EU chief Ursula von der Leyen and French President Emmanuel Macron on Tuesday called on
European countries to boost the use of civilian nuclear power to secure the---

+ Canadian police investigate gunfire at U.S. consulate in Toronto (2026-03-10 21:33)

Canadian police are investigating after the United States consulate in downtown Toronto was hit
by gunfire early on Tuesday morning. Nobody was injured. Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Chief---

* Russia and Ukraine both claim front-line progress with U.S.-brokered talks on hold
(2026-03-10 21:33)

Russian and Ukrainian officials on Tuesday made rival claims of battlefield successes in their
4-year-old war, with Ukraine saying it pushed Moscow’ s forces back across places on the:--

+ U.S. Navy tells shipping industry Hormuz tanker escorts not possible for now (2026-03-10
21:33)

The U.S. Navy has refused near-daily requests from the shipping industry for military escorts
through the Strait of Hormuz since the start of the war on Iran, saying---

* Trump team's Iran war rhetoric fuels backlash (2026-03-10 21:33)

When the top U.S. general spoke Tuesday of his "respect” for Iranian fighters, the remark
underscored a striking divide between the restrained language of the military brass and---

* Nine great places to see spring flowers in Japan, as chosen by travelers (with almost no
sakura) (2026-03-10 21:31)

All of the seasons are celebrated in Japanese culture, but there’ s a special mix of liberation
and fun that comes with the arrival of spring. As the snow---

* Frozen in time (2026-03-10 21:00)

A deserted street near Futaba Station, where collapsed buildings still remain, is seen in
Fukushima Prefecture on Tuesday.

* 26-year-old man arrested on suspicion of dangerous driving resulting in deaths of mother,
son (2026-03-10 10:20)

Police in Toyama City have arrested a 26-year-old man on suspicion of dangerous driving
resulting in the death of a 38-year-old woman and her 14-year-old son. Police said---

* White supremacist content grips teens plotting attacks in Southeast Asia (2026-03-10
07:50)

When police detained an Indonesian teenager accused of bombing his high-school campus in
Jakarta in November, he had a life-size toy rifle inscribed with "welcome to hell" and---
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* Trump, Putin talk of war and peace as U.S. weighs easing Russian oil sanctions
(2026-03-10 07:47)

U.S. President Donald Trump and Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin discussed on Monday the
war in Iran and prospects for peace in Ukraine, just hours after the Kremlin chief---

* Asian shares surge, echoing rally on Wall Street as oil prices sink back to about $90
(2026-03-10 07:37)

Asian shares rebounded Tuesday from their sharp declines a day before as global investors
wagered that the war with Iran may not last too long. But the gains fell far---

* Two people fall while climbing Mount Fuji (2026-03-10 07:33)

Two people fell Monday while climbing Mount Fuji, which is still closed to the public. According
to police, a friend of one of the climbers called 110---

+ U.S. allies and rivals in Asia gauge fallout from war in Middle East (2026-03-10 07:33)

As war spreads across the Middle East, U.S. rivals and allies in Asia are preparing for the
consequences, which include possible economic shock and long-term security threats. Here's---

* 15 years after Fukushima meltdown, an innkeeper makes radiation surveys to revitalize
her hometown (2026-03-10 07:33)

Fifteen years after the 2011 nuclear disaster, color-coded radiation maps hang on the wall of
Futabaya Ryokan, the family-run inn Tomoko Kobayashi operates in her near-deserted
hometown in---

* Trump says Vance was 'philosophically' different on Iran while downplaying split
(2026-03-10 03:52)

President Donald Trump said his vice president, JD Vance, was “philosophically a little bit
different than me” at the outset of the war in Iran even as he--

* Iran fires drones toward Saudi Arabia and Kuwait (2026-03-10 03:49)

Iranian fired drones towards Saudi Arabia and Kuwait early Tuesday as the war in the Middle
East shows no sign of abating. The Saudi Defense Ministry said it---

Source: Mainichi Daily News
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* Cherry Blossom Season 2026: First and Full Blooms Across Japan (2026-03-17 06:00)

Cherry Blossom Season Kicks OffJapan&rsquo;s 2026 cherry blossom season started on March
16 with the first blooms opening in Kochi. This came six days earlier than in a typical year, and a
full week e...

« Japan’ s Cherry Blossom Spring: The Beauty and Traditions of Hanami (2026-03-16 18:00)

While hanami literally means &ldquo;looking at flowers&rdquo; in Japanese, it is associated
with cherry blossoms in particular. Cherry trees are planted throughout Japan in public spaces
such as parks...

* Fermented Chili Pepper Sauce Karazd Brings a Spicy Taste of Tajima, Hyogo Prefecture
(2026-03-16 18:00)

Japanese JiangWhen I tasted the brown paste offered to me, my first thought was:
&ldquo;It&rsquo;s Japanese jiang.&rdquo;Jiang here refers to a class of fermented seasoning
pastes born in ancient Chin...
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* Japan Finishes with Four Medals at the Milano Cortina Winter Paralympics (2026-03-16
06:00)

Japan&rsquo;s 4 medals at the 2026 Milano Cortina Winter Paralympics represented its lowest
total since 2006. However, alpine skier Muraoka Momoka&rsquo;s 2 silvers lifted her to 11
overall, making he...

« Charting FOIP’ s Path Forward in an Unruly World (2026-03-15 18:00)

Japanese Leadership in the Indo-PacificThe global order is in flux, and the allure of adhering to
the prevailing rule of law as the way forward is being questioned. The rallying cry to reassess
the es...

* Japanese Matcha Taking the World by Storm (2026-03-15 18:00)

International Visitors Charmed by Art of TeaShizuoka Prefecture is one of Japan&rsquo;s leading
tea-producing regions. In early October, the Tea Museum, Shizuoka, in the city of Shimada,
Shizuoka, was...

* Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station Tours: Trust Building with an Eye to the
Challenges Ahead (2026-03-14 18:00)

Incremental Progressjanuary 19, 2026, marked another step forward in the slow, grinding
process of decommissioning the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station. After nearly four
years of effort, worke...

* Travel Back in Time at Itabashi Tototo in Azusawa, Tokyo (2026-03-13 18:00)

The Taisho era (1912&ndash;26) awaits at Shimura-Sakaue on the Toei Subway Mita Line, just 23
minutes away from the tall buildings of Otemachi, the ultra-modern heart of Japan&rsquo;s
economy. Five mi...

* Japan Set for Record Oil Reserve Release (2026-03-13 12:00)

Plans for ReleaseOQil prices are surging as the situation in the Middle East deteriorates following
Israeli and US strikes on Iran. Japan depends on the region for more than 90% of its oil, and
Irané&rs...

* Fine Results in February: Opinion Polls Continue to Paint Rosy Picture for Prime Minister
Takaichi (2026-03-13 12:00)

A Strong Post-Election PerformanceFollowing the slight dip in her numbers in the January 2026
opinion polls, Prime Minister Takaichi Sanae saw her approval ratings jump once again in most
of the surve...

* The Right to Sports: The Battle with Netflix Over the World Baseball Classic (2026-03-12
18:00)
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Skyrocketing Broadcast FeesIn December 2025, Hayakawa Hiroshi, chair of the Japan
Commercial Broadcasters Association, discussed live broadcasting of international sports events
at a regular press con...

* Video Game Music Legend Tamayo: Al Cannot Replace Human Creators (2026-03-12 18:00)

A Pioneer of Game MusicKawamoto Tamayo, best known simply as Tamayo in the world of the
music accompanying video games, is one of the composers who helped guide this genre from
its earliest days. Her ...

* The Future of Food? Alternative Seafood, Cultured Meat, and Serving Robots (2026-03-11
18:00)

Use of Seafood SubstitutesThe online Japanese gourmet and restaurant guide Gurunavi
conducted a survey in January 2026, on &ldquo;Food 100 Years from Now,&rdquo; aimed at
1,300 of its registered users...

* Prime Minister Takaichi’ s Foreign Policy Challenge: Balancing Vision and Pragmatism in
the Trump 2.0 Era (2026-03-11 18:00)

New Mandate for Japan&rsquo;s First Female Prime MinisterPrime Minister Takaichi
Sanae&rsquo;s Liberal Democratic Party and its junior coalition partner, Nippon Ishin no Kai,
scored a landslide victor...

* Making Olympic History in Milano Cortina: Japan’ s Road to a Record Winter Medal Count
(2026-03-10 18:00)

Snowboarders Set the PaceAt Milano Cortina 2026, Japan took tenth place overall in the
weighted medal count, with 5 gold, 7 silver, and 12 bronze podium finishes. Its 24 medals were
an all-time high f...

* The State of Recovery in Tohoku 15 Years after 3/11 (2026-03-10 18:00)

Former TEPCO Executives Cleared of LiabilityOn June 6, 2025, the Tokyo High Court overturned
a landmark 2022 ruling in a civil case ordering four former executives of Tokyo Electric Power
Company to p...

* Japan’ s Milano Cortina 2026 Paralympic Medalists (2026-03-10 12:00)

March 9= Silver: Muraoka Momoka (alpine skiing: women&rsquo;s super-G sitting)Muraoka
broke her collarbone last November, but the winter sports star came back to win Japan&rsquo;s
first medal of the g...

Source: The Japan Times

« Iran war to dominate Takachi’ s meeting with Trump this week (2026-03-17 05:45)
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The prime minister’ s plans to deepen ties with the U.S. and win commitments to the alliance
have been derailed by the chaos unleashed by the conflict in the Middle East.

* Government adopts bill to establish CFIUS-like body in Japan (2026-03-17 05:42)

It is hoped the committee will prevent information and technologies crucial to national security
being leaked outside Japan.

* Japanese crane no longer considered 'threatened' as population recovers (2026-03-17
05:04)

The species saw its population drop to as low as 33 in 1952 due to overhunting, but after
conservation efforts about 1,200 are believed to now be living in the wild.

* Venezuela reaches first WBC final with comeback win over Italy (2026-03-17 04:57)

The Venezuelans, who previously eliminated Japan, will face the United States for the title on
Tuesday night.

* How Tokyo politicians view the Iran war (2026-03-17 04:37)

While government officials deny the possibility of an immediate Self-Defense Forces
deployment, U.S. calls for support mean discussions are sure to intensify.

* Japanese personal info left at Thai-Cambodian border scam base (2026-03-17 04:01)

On the 800,000-square-meter compound hosting some 160 buildings, an estimated 20,000
people had been working in scam operations.

* Nomura plans precious metals trading expansion under new hire (2026-03-17 03:10)

The bank’ s currency trading desk has been active in gold options trading for over two decades,
and is now looking to start trading gold and silver futures.

* Sale of second U.S. arms package believed to be on schedule, says Taiwan (2026-03-17
03:07)

Allies and partners have been watching with concern how the shifting of U.S. forces to the
Middle East could impact U.S. readiness to deal with incidents in East Asia.

« Tennessee minors sue Musk’ s xAl, alleging Grok generated sexual images of them
(2026-03-17 02:46)

Governments and regulators around the world have launched probes into xAI, imposed bans
and demanded safeguards in a growing push to curb illegal and offensive material.

* Limited supplies of naphtha an underrecognized supply chain risk in Japan (2026-03-17
02:40)
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Curbs on production by multiple Japanese petrochemical firms point to a brewing crisis that
could stunt pressure sectors from food to technology.

« Takaichi says she ‘respects’ panel proposals regarding imperial succession (2026-03-17
02:38)

The panel has proposed having female imperial family members keep their status after
marriage, and adopting male members from the paternal line of former imperial family
branches.

* U.S. court rules against South Korean gaming firm over Al-hatched takeover plan
(2026-03-17 02:28)

Krafton's CEO had largely followed the advice of ChatGPT during a $250 million dispute with the
leaders of the Subnautica game maker Unknown Worlds Entertainment.

* Ginger cat Zenzai to sweeten your space (2026-03-17 02:25)

Named after a Japanese dessert, Zenzai has a medication regimen that should be manageable
for someone familiar with cats.

* Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki plans to seek a third term, sources say (2026-03-17 02:16)

Tamaki's campaign is expected to focus on seeking the early return of the site of the U.S. Marine
Corps' Futenma Air Station in the Okinawa city of Ginowan to Japan.

* Emirates flying near-empty jets to Dubai as locals depart (2026-03-17 02:09)

While passenger demand is slim, the company is also loading cargo into its aircraft, providing
another stream of revenue.

* Jets trading quarterback Justin Fields to Chiefs (2026-03-17 02:06)
The Jets will acquire a 2027 sixth-round draft pick in exchange, with the Chiefs taking on $3
million of the guaranteed $10 million of Fields' salary.
* LA28 ticket registration nears deadline as first Olympic qualifiers emerge (2026-03-17
02:06)
Fans who register by the March 18 deadline will be eligible for a lottery to receive a purchase
window for the first ticket release.
* Man convicted of 2022 triple murder in Saitama Prefecture given life in prison (2026-03-17
01:56)
Public prosecutors had sought the death penalty for Jun Saito for murdering three members of

a family in Saitama Prefecture on Christmas Day in 2022.

* Trump vows to 'take' Cuba as island reels from oil embargo (2026-03-17 01:51)
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The Caribbean island of 9.6 million people is grappling with yet another major power cut.

* Cherry blossom season begins as first trees bloom (2026-03-17 01:49)

Kochi was the first city in the country to see cherry blossoms for the third straight year.

* Ohtani and Yamamoto ready to rejoin Dodgers rotation (2026-03-17 01:49)

Yamamoto will be the Opening Day starter when the Dodgers kick off the season against the
visiting Arizona Diamondbacks on March 26.

* Cuba suffers nationwide blackout as fuel supplies dwindle (2026-03-17 01:32)

Under pressure from Washington, the island hasn’ t received a major fuel shipment in three
months.

* Ingredients of life discovered in Ryugu asteroid samples (2026-03-17 01:20)

The discovery comes after these building blocks of life were detected on another asteroid called
Bennu.

* Nvidia expects to make $1 trillion from Al chips through 2027 (2026-03-17 01:12)

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang announced plans to push deeper into central processing units —
Intel’ s home turf.

* Gulf states press U.S. to neutralize Iran for good as Hormuz crisis deepens (2026-03-17
01:02)

They don’ twant Tehran to hold the region’ s energy lifeline hostage again whenever tensions
rise.

* Afghanistan accuses Pakistan of deadly airstrike on drug rehab center in Kabul
(2026-03-17 00:40)

Islamabad has struck Kabul several times in recent weeks following claims Afghanistan's Taliban
government has harbored extremists who have carried out attacks across the border.

* Trump call for Chinese warships hits sensitive topic for Xi (2026-03-17 00:36)

Analysts see a rare strategic opening to construct a world order more suited to China’ s
interests as the rules-based system built by the U.S. after World War II is upended.

* Japan’ s health ministry to allow clinics to add sleep disorders as their specialties
(2026-03-17 00:05)

The move aims to make it easier for people to find doctors who can treat insomnia and other
sleep-related health issues.

* Takaichi weighs options as Trump pressures Japan on Hormuz (2026-03-17 00:03)
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One option for Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi could be to formally endorse a coalition of
like-minded nations aimed at ensuring freedom of navigation in the strait.

* Rubio and South Korea’ s foreign minister agree Strait of Hormuz key to global economy,
Seoul says (2026-03-16 23:57)

South Korea said it would carefully consider U.S. President Donald Trump’ s call for countries
to deploy navy ships to the Middle East to ensure safe passage through the waterway.

* Gulf importers race to reroute as Hormuz closure jolts supply chains (2026-03-16 22:26)

The closure has logistics companies racing to overcome the headaches of changing vessel
destinations, moving goods overland and keeping perishable items from spoiling.

* Trump seeks to delay meeting with China's Xi by 'a month or so' (2026-03-16 22:03)

Such a delay risks magnifying tensions between Washington and Beijing and underscores how
the Iran war has upended the U.S. foreign policy agenda.

* Education ministry aims for stricter curbs against teacher voyeurism (2026-03-16 11:04)

Last year, authorities uncovered an incident in which seven teachers secretly shared videos of
female students in a social media group chat.

* Japanese panel begins talks on improving development aid (2026-03-16 10:48)

The panel of 10 specialists on areas including development policy will discuss ways to
strengthen the Japan International Cooperation Agency.

* No LGBTQ+ measures at over half of workplaces in Japan: survey (2026-03-16 10:13)
The figure slightly improved from 57.2% in 2022 and 60.4% in 2023, according to the survey.

« ‘Monarch’ unleashes more monster mayhem (2026-03-16 09:00)

Godzilla may loom large in the latest season of “Monarch: Legacy of Monsters” — but the real
battles are between family.

* Japan begins its largest-ever oil release from strategic reserves (2026-03-16 08:42)

Crude oil prices have soared as the Strait of Hormuz, through which most Japan-bound oil
passes, remains effectively closed.

* How Pokemon and Resident Evil rewrote gaming history (2026-03-16 08:35)

1996 was a seminal year for gaming, an era of rapid iteration and change that stands in contrast
to the tedious yearslong development schedule of today.

« Those who most need to understand Al don’ t get it (2026-03-16 08:35)
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Too often, discussions about Al are overly specialized or siloed between technologists,
economists and other disciplines

« The new ‘scramble for Africa’ risks becoming divide and conquer (2026-03-16 08:20)

The disunity persists despite Africa’ s enormous advantages, including a rapidly growing
consumer market and dominant control of critical minerals essential to the global economy.

« Skenes’ decision to pitch in WBC rewarded with semifinal glory (2026-03-16 07:39)

Paul Skenes' gamble paid off in a big way as he led the U.S. past a stacked Dominican Republic
lineup.

* High school student and captain die after boats capsize off Henoko in Okinawa

(2026-03-16 07:25)

The boats were carrying students from a high school in Kyoto Prefecture who were visiting
Okinawa for peace studies.

* Amid housing shortage, migration stalls in disaster-hit Fukushima towns (2026-03-16
06:50)

Approximately 19,000 houses were demolished using state funds as part of reconstruction
efforts but construction of new houses has been limited.

* Paul Thomas Anderson finally wins Oscars as 'One Battle After Another' takes best picture
(2026-03-16 06:30)

After 11 nominations and decades of acclaim, Paul Thomas Anderson's latest film wins six
awards, including best picture and best director.

* Thai ruling party tightens grip on power with house speaker post (2026-03-16 06:08)

The role is pivotal in Thailand’ s parliamentary system, setting legislative agendas and
scheduling key votes for the lower house, including to select the prime minister.

+ Middle East war disrupts pharma air routes and risks cancer drugs supply (2026-03-16
06:03)

The conflict has knocked out key air transit hubs and closed shipping routes.

« Myanmar’ s post-coup parliament sits packed with junta allies (2026-03-16 05:37)

The government convened on Monday for the first time since the 2021 military coup, packed
with lawmakers elected in a poll choreographed by the top brass.

« ‘Kokuho' misses out on Oscar for makeup and hairstyling (2026-03-16 05:26)

The kabuki-focused film’ s hair and makeup artists were the first Japanese nationals from a
Japanese movie to be nominated in the category.
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« Trump threatens Xi summit delay if China doesn’ t help in Hormuz (2026-03-16 05:24)

Trump stressed China’ s dependence on oil from the Middle East in an interview with The
Financial Times, as he reiterated a demand for Beijing to help unblock the key waterway.

* Tokyo robbery suspects bought luxury items with stolen money, police say (2026-03-16
05:23)

Seven were arrested Saturday for allegedly stealing three suitcases containing ¥423 million in
cash on a street in the Taito Ward and assaulting a 43-year-old man.

* Ministry turns to acoustic devices to stop seals from stealing fish in Hokkaido (2026-03-16
05:20)

Authorities hope the measure will protect the local fishing industry and address, in a
responsible way, the problem of seals stealing salmon and mackerel from fishing nets.

*Japan and U.S. to work together to prevent critical mineral disruptions (2026-03-16 04:56)

The two countries will work to prevent supply disruptions for critical minerals resulting from
possible export restrictions by resource-producing countries.

* Skenes leads U.S. past Dominican Republic into WBC final (2026-03-16 04:55)

A dominant U.S. pitching staff held the Dominican Republic’ s explosive lineup to one run.

* Pop Mart bets on post-Labubu future with new toys (2026-03-16 04:43)

The shift will test whether Pop Mart is a one-hit wonder or a durable hit factory capable of
competing long term with the likes of Walt Disney and Hello Kitty owner Sanrio.

* Trump accuses Iran of using Al to spread disinformation (2026-03-16 04:21)

“AlI can be very dangerous, we have to be very careful with it,” Trump said to reporters.

* LDP tries to move carefully but quickly as budget deadline looms (2026-03-16 04:05)

The budget cleared the Lower House, where the Liberal Democratic Party's ruling bloc has a
supermajority, but the path through the Upper House is much less certain.

- Japan’ s Katayama says authorities ready to take bold steps on yen as needed
(2026-03-16 04:02)
The finance minister’ s remarks come as the yen trades near its weakest levels against the

dollar this year with markets remaining volatile due to conflict in the Middle East.

* Seiya Suzuki returning to Cubs with knee injury (2026-03-16 03:50)

Suzuki was injured in the first inning of Saturday's WBC-ending defeat to Venezuela when he
tried to steal second base.
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* Hamilton feels closer to winning again after ending podium droughtMotor-racing
(2026-03-16 03:49)

The most successful driver of all time finished third behind his former team Mercedes in what
the 41-year-old said had been possibly his most enjoyable race.

* Sinner triumphs over Medvedev to secure first Indian Wells title (2026-03-16 03:49)

The Italian was imperious throughout, finishing with 28 winners, 10 aces and a perfect eight out
of eight net points.

* Sabalenka edges Rybakina to claim long-awaited Indian Wells title (2026-03-16 03:48)

The latest clash between the big-serving, big-hitting rivals was again a match of razor-thin
margins.

« South Korea weighs Trump’ s request on sending warships to Hormuz (2026-03-16 03:45)

Seoul is wary of getting drawn into the Iran conflict.

«The ‘KPop Demon Hunters’ tourism wave is just getting started (2026-03-16 03:13)

A tourism spike to South Korea following the film's release may well outlast its initial burst of
popularity given that awards season is keeping it fresh in audiences’ minds.

* Unidentified foam near U.S. military bases in Okinawa raises PFAS concerns (2026-03-16
03:08)

A civic group has asked for on-site investigations of U.S. bases for possible leaks but the U.S.
military has turned down the request.

* Takaichi says no current plan to deploy SDF for Hormuz escort mission (2026-03-16 03:00)

The prime minister said such an operation would be legally “very difficult,” adding that Japan
had not been asked to join a coalition to help secure vessels in the waterway.

* Ohtani and Japan left searching for answers after WBC exit (2026-03-16 02:26)

Samurai Japan’ s title defense ended in Miami as Venezuela erased a three-run deficit to knock
out the defending champions.

* Peter Thiel’ s secretive Rome conference draws Catholic Church attention (2026-03-16
02:08)

The co-founder of artificial intelligence software firm Palantir has devoted increasing attention
to religious and philosophical ideas in recent years.

* How Iranians are communicating through internet blackout (2026-03-16 02:00)
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An internet blackout that one connectivity monitor says is government imposed hasn't stopped
information from getting in and out of Iran.

« China’ s ‘supergrid’ gives Xi buffer against energy shocks (2026-03-16 01:47)

Beijing’ s long-running effort to build out its energy sources is getting fresh momentum from
the war in the Middle East.

« As China rehearses a blockade, Taiwan’ s coast guard prepares to push back (2026-03-16
01:40)

The agency is gradually boosting its capabilities, training closely with Taiwan’ s military and
ramping up cooperation with its U.S., Japanese and Philippine counterparts.

* LVMH-backed private equity firm targets ¥50 billion in Japan deals (2026-03-16 01:21)

L Catterton has focused most of its investments on private, family-run businesses with
succession challenges or newer companies that need help expanding.

* Tokyo startup betting free trades and small lots will draw young investors (2026-03-16
01:21)

Woodstock allows customers to trade U.S. stocks 24 hours a day.

* French far right leads in Nice, nearing key election victory (2026-03-16 01:06)

The National Rally is seeking to show that far-right appeal is growing in big cities such as
Marseille, Nice and Toulon, as well as more rural areas.

* Trump says he's asked seven countries to join coalition to police Strait of Hormuz
(2026-03-16 01:05)

The U.S. president insisted that nations relying heavily on oil from the Gulf have a responsibility
to protect the strait.

« Honda’ s car troubles began long before its disastrous bet on EVs (2026-03-16 00:55)

The carmaker invested too much and too late into a short-lived electric-vehicle boom, and now
finds itself saddled with an aging line-up and questions about its future.

* Trump leaves allies and foes guessing on endgame for Iran (2026-03-16 00:50)

The U.S. president has gone from declaring the war with Iran to be over soon to calling on
European and Gulf allies to help.

+ U.S., China discuss farm goods, managed trade in 'remarkably stable' Paris talks
(2026-03-15 22:27)

The Paris talks touched on potential areas of agreement such as agriculture and critical
minerals.
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* Trump rejects Iran deal on current terms as war continues (2026-03-15 22:26)

The current fighting has brought shipping in the strategic Strait of Hormuz to a near standstill
and upended energy markets.

« It's 'Sinners' vs. 'One Battle' as Oscars day arrives (2026-03-15 16:40)

Experts say the only "sure thing" at this year's awards will be a best actress win for "Hamnet"
star Jessie Buckley.

* Has Timothee Chalamet blown his Oscars chances again? (2026-03-15 16:30)

The actor's recent comments on ballet and opera aren't likely to have an effect on voting, but
his character's ego might.

* Japan group of war-bereaved families ends overseas memorial tours (2026-03-15 08:47)

For the final overseas memorial trip planned by the group, about 60 people toured Myanmar
for five days from Friday.

* Lured by profits, some shipowners brave mines and missiles to sneak oil past Iran
(2026-03-15 08:06)

Tactics deployed by shipowners so far include switching off AIS ship-tracking transponders in
the hope that vessels become less visible to Iran’ s military, and traveling at night.

* Middle East turmoil revives Norway push for Arctic drilling (2026-03-15 08:06)

Norway — which is not an EU member but is closely aligned on many issues — has often
extolled the virtues of stable energy supplies from a peaceful, democratic country.

* 'Dubai is safe': UAE pushes to contain fallout from Iran onslaught (2026-03-15 08:05)

Iran has fired over 1,800 missiles and drones at the Emirates, more than any other country
targeted by Tehran in the conflict.

* Two Japanese nationals flee Middle East on South Korean military plane (2026-03-15 08:01)

In 2024, Japan and South Korea signed a memorandum on mutual support for the evacuation of
their citizens in the event of an emergency in a third country.

« Italy explores nuclear return after 40 years as energy costs hit (2026-03-15 07:51)

A pivot to nuclear is central to Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni's plan to thwart Italy’ s rising
energy prices, which are among the highest in Europe.

* French far right faces early tests in local votes: What to watch (2026-03-15 07:48)

Voters in 35,000 municipalities will choose mayors and councilors in a two-round ballot that
typically turns on local issues and personalities rather than national party platforms.
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« Orban’ s election campaign turns to Russia for help in final stretch (2026-03-15 07:16)

The Hungarian president has frequently sought to obstruct the European Union’ s efforts to
support Ukraine and punish Moscow for its invasion.

* U.S., China economic chiefs to meet in Paris to clear path to Trump-Xi summit (2026-03-15
07:00)

Top U.S. and Chinese economic officials are set to launch a new round of talks in Paris on
Sunday to iron out kinks in their trade truce and clear a smooth path for U.S. President Donald
Trump's trip to Beijing to meet with Chinese President Xi Jinping at the end of March.

* Tough debate ahead for Japan national intelligence council bill (2026-03-15 06:17)

The government believes that the current security environment is the most severe and complex
since the end of World War II.

* Japanese women build careers in male-dominated industries (2026-03-15 06:00)

As of 2020, women accounted for less than 20% of the workforce in the maritime transportation
and construction sectors, far below the figure of more than 40% across all industries.

* Vietnam elects new parliament, paves way for next leadership (2026-03-15 05:38)

The balloting for the roughly 500 National Assembly deputies follows the twice-a-decade
Communist Party Congress where the key policies were set.

* Akazawa implores Asian partners to diversify energy suppliers (2026-03-15 04:42)

The industry minister said that the region depends on imports for more than 80% of its energy
compounding the damage caused by the conflict between U.S.-Israeli forces and Iran.

* Komeito chief open to full integration with Centrist Reform Alliance (2026-03-15 04:26)

The CRA currently comprises only lawmakers of the House of Representatives, the lower
chamber of parliament.

* Japan electronics unions to accept pay scale hike of ¥12,000 or more (2026-03-15 04:09)

The hike is intended to help sustainably realize robust pay increases outpacing inflation.

* Al fakes about Iran-U.S. war swirl on X despite policy crackdown (2026-03-15 03:47)

The Middle East war has unleashed an avalanche of Al-generated visuals, leaving many social
media users unable to distinguish fabrication from reality.

* Japan ruling bloc uses 'power majority' to push through fiscal 2026 budget (2026-03-15
03:42)
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Opposition parties have intensified their criticism, calling the ruling bloc's move a threat to
fiscal democracy.

* Japan government briefs Ogasawara islanders on nuclear waste plan (2026-03-15 03:24)

This was the first such briefing session related to the possible choice of Minamitorishima island
as a final disposal site.

* F1 calls off April races in Bahrain and Saudi Arabia (2026-03-15 03:15)

The announcement had been widely expected and the races will not be replaced on the
calendar next month.

* 30th anniversary of HIV-tainted blood case settlement remembered (2026-03-15 03:03)

Around 320 people, including survivors and bereaved relatives, prayed for over 700 patients
who died due to their HIV infections caused by the tainted blood.

* North Korea fires missiles in show of force amid U.S. drills (2026-03-15 02:02)

Tensions on the Korean Peninsula come at a volatile moment with Washington using military
force against Venezuela and Iran.

* Israel and Lebanon to talk as war with Hezbollah rages, Haaretz reports (2026-03-15 01:59)

Three Lebanese officials said Beirut is forming a delegation for talks but no date has been set.

* Toxic pollution from Iran war will spread and last for decades (2026-03-15 01:58)

Missiles and bombs contain heavy metals and other toxic pollutants, which are released into
the air, soil and water lingering often for decades and posing health risks.

« Samurai Japan comes up short against Venezuela in WBC quarterfinals (2026-03-15 01:52)

Japan failed to reach the semifinals for the first time at the World Baseball Classic.

* Trump's call for Japan to send warships to Strait of Hormuz puts Takaichi in bind
(2026-03-15 01:41)

The U.S. president’ s push for a “team effort” to reopen key waterway comes less than a
week before Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi is due in Washington for a summit with Trump.

* Trump urges Japan and other countries to send warships to reopen Strait of Hormuz
(2026-03-14 22:43)

Tehran's ability to stop shipping through the strait, a major channel for oil and gas shipping,
could give it enormous leverage over the U.S. and its allies.

* Just the beginning, says Chinese GP pole record-setter Kimi Antonelli (2026-03-14 11:04)
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At 19 years, six months and 17 days Antonelli became the youngest Formula One driver ever to
take pole position for a full grand prix.

* Japan and South Korea ready to act against forex volatility, ministers say (2026-03-14
10:32)

Finance Ministers Satsuki Katayama of Japan and Koo Yun-cheol of South Korea "expressed
serious concern over the recent sharp depreciation of the Korean won and the Japanese yen."

* Japan industry ministry asks Australia to boost LNG output amid Iran crisis (2026-03-14
10:31)

Japan relies on the Middle East for around 11% of its LNG imports, with 6% shipped via the
Strait of Hormuz.

* How China is wooing Paraguay’ s political class away from longtime ally Taiwan
(2026-03-14 09:28)

Paraguay is a tiny player on the world stage. But it is Taiwan’ s last diplomatic ally in South
America, making it a focal point for China's efforts to isolate the island.

* Japanese games and manga used in White House's airstrike videos (2026-03-14 08:47)

The videos have been criticized for making light of deadly attacks.

* Seven arrested over robbery of ¥423 million in Tokyo (2026-03-14 07:40)

Senior members of groups linked to the Yamaguchi-gumi and Sumiyoshi-kai crime syndicates
were among those arrested.

* Clinical Japan confident of taking down Philippines at Women's Asian Cup (2026-03-14
06:23)

The highest-ranked team in the competition and the only Asian side to win the World Cup, Japan
has been clinical so far with three wins from three games in the group phase.

« African countries consider ‘vice taxes’ to help fill USAID cuts (2026-03-14 05:57)

As the momentum for funding health initiatives slows down, African governments are exploring
ways to minimize reliance on foreign donors.

* Over 200 evacuees from Middle East arrive at Narita Airport (2026-03-14 05:56)

The evacuees are Japanese nationals from Iraq, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and Saudi Arabia, and
non-Japanese family members, the Foreign Ministry said.

* U.S. says it can provide 'reliable' energy supply to Asia-Pacific (2026-03-14 05:30)

Oil and gas prices have surged since U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran killed its supreme leader and
plunged the Middle East into war.
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* GE Vernova and Hitachi to explore Southeast Asia for small reactors (2026-03-14 04:55)

The companies will study possibilities for their joint venture to introduce their BWRX-300 SMR
reactor to Southeast Asian countries.

* Takaichi vows to bolster Japan's defense capabilities (2026-03-14 04:53)

The prime minister delivered an address at the graduation ceremony of the National Defense
Academy of Japan on Saturday.

+ U.S. and Japan agree on their roles in potential nuclear power project, Westinghouse says
(2026-03-14 04:53)

The momentum for building nuclear power facilities is growing as nations look to add more
energy resources to hedge against supply shocks.

* North Korea fires possible ballistic missile (2026-03-14 04:42)

The launch came amid growing speculation of a possible meeting between leader Kim Jong Un
and U.S. President Donald Trump.

* Team USA holds on against Canada to reach WBC semis (2026-03-14 04:21)

The U.S. will face the Dominican Republic, which crushed South Korea 10-0 in seven innings in
its quarterfinal, in the semifinals on Sunday.

+ U.S. sending more than 2,200 Okinawa-based marines to Middle East, reports say
(2026-03-14 03:39)

The U.S. military deployment to the region comes as Iran ramps up attacks in the Strait of
Hormuz, a crucial artery for oil shipping.

* Dominican Republic's star-studded lineup living up to hype at WBC (2026-03-14 03:21)

The Dominican Republic leads the World Baseball Classic in many offensive categories

* How the war in Iran could help China and change Asia (2026-03-14 02:48)

The war in Iran is already straining America’ s promise of security in a region that U.S. military
leaders have called "our priority theater.”

* 25 years in the making, Kanako Nishi steps into the global spotlight (2026-03-14 02:35)

After more than half a million copies sold and a movie based on it, Kanako Nishi's debut novel
“Sakura” comes out in English translation 20 years after its original release.

* Japan and U.S. to confirm cooperation on key minerals (2026-03-14 02:06)

The Japanese and U.S. governments are working to issue a joint document on the matter,
informed sources said.
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* Over 1,500 Japanese firms operate in Middle East, survey shows (2026-03-14 02:05)

The number of operating Japanese firms was highest in the United Arab Emirates, at 709,
followed by 473 in Israel.

* Powerful Dominican Republic routs South Korea to reach WBC semifinals (2026-03-14
02:03)

Austin Wells ended the game with a three-run home run.

« Al ‘scientists’ help human ones answer urgent climate questions (2026-03-14 01:53)

Like millions of other people, climate scientists are finding a role for large language models in
coding, communication and other parts of their workflow.

* Iran unleashes oil shock to blunt U.S. firepower (2026-03-14 01:21)

With the Gulf’ s main export artery in the crosshairs, Tehran has turned the region’ s greatest
economic asset into its most powerful deterrent.

* Why is it so easy for Iran to shut the Strait of Hormuz? (2026-03-14 01:05)

About a fifth of global oil and liquefied natural gas normally passes through the strait, where
traffic has dropped by 97% since the Iran conflict began.

* Warsh's room to move at the Fed may narrow in a war-clouded outlook (2026-03-14 00:38)

Despite moves by major nations to release stockpiled oil reserves, the price of benchmark Brent
Crude meanwhile remained near $100 a barrel on Friday.

* With Iran war exit elusive, Trump aides vie to affect outcome (2026-03-14 00:04)

U.S. officials and advisors are debating when and how to declare victory even as the conflict
spreads across the Middle East.

* Congressional Republicans echo anti-Muslim rhetoric as Islamophobic incidents rise
(2026-03-13 23:44)
On social media, at least four Republican members of Congress posted language viewed by

many Muslim Americans and Democrats as Islamophobic.

* U.S. intensifies strikes, rhetoric in Iran war as oil rises (2026-03-13 23:25)

Almost 2,600 people have died in the war, most of them in Iran, latest tolls from officials and
nongovernment agencies show.

* After 60 years, Yamaha guitars still striking the right chord (2026-03-13 23:00)

This year marks six decades since the company put out its first acoustic folk guitar, the FG180.
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« ‘Kokuho’ dominates Japan Academy Film Prize with 10 wins (2026-03-13 17:00)

Japan’ s answer to the Oscars crowns Lee Sang-il’ s kabuki drama after its historic box-office
run.

* The 49th Japan Academy Film Prize winners: Full list (2026-03-13 16:40)

Lee Sang-il" s kabuki epic “Kokuho” led this year’ s ceremony. See every award recipient
from Japan’ s biggest movie night.

* Four confirmed killed in crash of refueling aircraft in Iraq, U.S. military says (2026-03-13
12:01)

The tanker crashed in an incident on Thursday involving another aircraft, which managed to
land safely.

* U.S. eases Russia oil sanctions to tame price surge, riling European allies (2026-03-13
11:44)

U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said the waiver was a bid to stabilize global energy
markets roiled by the Iran war.

* Japanese government OKs gender equality plan featuring use of maiden names
(2026-03-13 10:30)

It aims to submit legislation related to the sixth gender equality basic plan, which contains
measures to be taken over the next five years, to the ongoing session of parliament.

* Seven-year term finalized for U.S. Marine in Okinawa sexual assault case (2026-03-13
10:28)

The defendant, Lance Cpl. Jamel Clayton, and prosecutors filed their waivers of the right to
appeal with the Fukuoka High Court this week.

* China to impose up to 30.1% tariffs on halogenated butyl rubber from Japan (2026-03-13
10:28)

The tariffs are effective from Saturday and will be in place for five years, the ministry said.

* Japan to join Trump's Golden Dome project, expects missile requests (2026-03-13 10:27)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi will announce the latest plan when she meets U.S. President
Donald Trump in Washington at a summit on March 19.

* Anime revival screenings are having a moment (2026-03-13 10:15)

With anime fans flocking to theaters to revisit classics like “Tekkonkinkreet,”  “Jin-roh” and
“Macross Plus,” nostalgia is proving good business.

* Japanese plum liqueur soaks up a new identity (2026-03-13 09:40)

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 75— 2026-03-17


https://www.japantimes.co.jp/culture/2026/03/14/entertainment-news/kokuho-academy-prize-winner/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/culture/2026/03/14/entertainment-news/japan-academy-winners-2025/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/03/13/world/us-refueling-aircraft-crash/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/03/13/world/russian-oil-us-waiver/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/03/13/japan/politics/maiden-names-gender-equality-plan/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/03/13/japan/crime-legal/sentence-finalized-us-marine/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2026/03/13/china-rubber-tariffs/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/03/13/japan/japan-golden-dome/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/culture/2026/03/13/film/anime-revival-screenings/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/life/2026/03/13/food-drink/raising-profile-umeshu/

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

Long viewed as just a sweet sip, "umeshu" is now getting the spotlight, thanks to a growing
breed of producers who are showcasing the exciting possibilities of the beverage.

* Capturing the World Baseball Classic from every angle (2026-03-13 09:07)

From Tokyo Tower to shinkansen platforms, Joshua Mellin captured all the excitement as
Japan's biggest baseball stars began their quest to repeat as WBC champs.

* Japan to sell oil from national reserves at pre-Iran war prices (2026-03-13 08:28)

The government “expects refiners that purchase crude at low prices won’ t then sell their
products at higher prices and pocket the profit.”

* CRA leader Junya Ogawa faces host of challenges, one month after election defeat
(2026-03-13 08:24)

Junya Ogawa has held back on grilling government leaders, something that opposition parties
usually prefer doing, and instead tried to focus on policy debate.

* Japan moves to cover full cost of child delivery with public health insurance (2026-03-13
07:56)
The measure, aimed at tackling the nation’ s declining birth rate, was approved in a Cabinet
meeting on Friday, with implementation eyed by fiscal 2028.
* Japan listed in second U.S. trade investigation announced in as many days (2026-03-13
07:46)

Sixty jurisdictions are mentioned in the new inquiry, which deals with forced labor.

* Gilgeous-Alexander breaks Chamberlain's record 20-point-game streak (2026-03-13 05:39)
The Thunder improved to an NBA-best 52-15 with their seventh consecutive victory, dropping
the Celtics to 43-23.

* Japan and the world scramble amid the Iran conflict (2026-03-13 04:49)

Iran is undeterred and is widening the war, attacking regional targets to disrupt energy markets
generally.

* Yen tests ¥160 to the dollar and nears levels not seen in 39 years (2026-03-13 04:43)

Japan’ s currency is approaching a key red line that could trigger intervention.

« China’ s train to North Korea lacks passengers on maiden voyage (2026-03-13 04:35)

Visa and tour-group requirements remained a barrier for potential travelers — a sentiment
reflected across Beijing Station, leaving Pyongyang carriages eerily empty.

* Singapore turns tide in evolving fight against scams (2026-03-13 04:35)
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Singapore’ s high incomes, hyperconnectivity and public trust in institutions have long made it
a prime target for scammers.

* Parties wrangle over fiscal 2026 budget as ruling bloc pushes for passage (2026-03-13
04:35)

The ruling coalition is aiming to get the budget passed by the Lower House on Friday, but
opposition parties argue that more time for deliberations is needed.

* Japan to spur private investment in developing countries via ODA (2026-03-13 04:27)

The Japanese government spent some $16.5 billion on official development assistance in 2024,
according to the latest white paper on cooperation and development.

* Takaichi misses events due to cold symptoms ahead of U.S. visit (2026-03-13 04:12)

A video showing the prime minister looking visibly exhausted after a budget committee session
on Thursday garnered attention online.

* Macron to visit Japan and South Korea starting March 31 (2026-03-13 04:06)

The French leader, who has visited Japan several times, will hold talks with Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi.

* Aioi Nissay to use driving data in Uzbekistan to reduce traffic accidents (2026-03-13 04:04)

The company aims to begin selling onboard equipment and offering related services in the
Central Asian country by the end of March next year.

+ U.S. allies near China on edge as weapons shift from Asia to Iran (2026-03-13 03:10)

Even if fighting wraps up soon, there is concern that depleted stockpiles of munitions could take
years to replace, leaving Taiwan and other places vulnerable.

* Takaichi needs a new blueprint for a lasting U.S. alliance (2026-03-13 03:05)

To succeed, Takaichi must deploy a disciplined mix of flattery and hard deliverables,
demonstrating to the 47th U.S. president that Tokyo is taking its own security seriously.

+ U.S. will 'make a lot of money' from high oil price, Trump says, amid criticism (2026-03-13
02:50)
Oil prices have jumped more than 9% to $100 a barrel as the U.S.-Israeli war with Iran widens,

with two crude tankers blazing in an Iraqi port Thursday.

* Team USA removes Tarik Skubal from roster, adds relievers (2026-03-13 02:49)

Tigers right-hander Will Vest, Blue Jays righty Tyler Rogers and Yankees left-hander Tim Hill are
joining the roster ahead of the WBC quarterfinals.
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* A new era begins for Cadillac in Formula One (2026-03-13 02:36)

Cadillac finally finished its first Formula One race in Melbourne — a small but significant step at
the start of a long climb.

* Svitolina upsets Swiatek to reach Indian Wells semis as Sabalenka advances (2026-03-13
02:29)

Top seed Sabalenka beat Victoria Mboko 7-6 (0), 6-4 after being pushed hard by the Canadian
19-year-old.

* Emperor and empress to visit Netherlands and Belgium in June (2026-03-13 02:29)

The imperial family has long-standing friendships with the royal families of the two European
countries.

* Putin’ s ‘hidden hand’ guides Iran’ s strikes in widening war (2026-03-13 02:28)

Moscow is currently providing Tehran with various forms of intelligence in an effort to help Iran
hit back at U.S. forces in the region.

* Japan should urge Iran to release people in detention (2026-03-13 02:24)

A Japanese government spokesperson has confirmed that Iranian authorities detained a
Japanese national on Jan. 20 and Tokyo has been urging Tehran to release them.

* World in 'new dark age' of abuse, U.N. rights expert says (2026-03-13 02:22)

Ben Saul said the war in the Middle East would not improve global security.

« Vikings sign former No. 1 pick quarterback Kyler Murray to one-year deal (2026-03-13
02:11)

Murray won Rookie of the Year in 2019 and made the Pro Bowl in his second and third seasons,
but he has largely struggled when on the field in the four seasons since.

* Arsenal and Man City resume title duel after woeful week for English clubs (2026-03-13
02:07)
The Premier League's boast of being the best in Europe took a bit of a hammering over 48 hours

this week, with none of the six clubs in last-16 action winning.

* Duplantis clears 6.31 meters to set 15th pole vault world record (2026-03-13 02:00)

The 26-year-old Swede broke the record he has owned since clearing 6.17 m in 2020.

* Taiwan parties agree government can sign stalled agreements on U.S. arms deals
(2026-03-13 01:56)

Officials had warned that Taipei would lose its place in the production and delivery queue if it
missed the deadline.
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+ U.S. and allies clash with Russia and China over Iran nuclear program (2026-03-13 01:54)

At a meeting of the U.N. Security Council, Russia and China moved unsuccessfully to block a
discussion about a committee on U.N. sanctions on Iran.

« Netanyahu issues threat as Iran’ s new supreme leader vows to keep Hormuz shut
(2026-03-13 01:40)

New Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei’ s remarks to keep the strategic Strait of Hormuz
blocked were read out by a state television presenter.

* Japan considers mass drone use for coastal defense (2026-03-13 01:29)

The SHIELD defense system will involve more than 10 types of drones, including those for
attacking enemy ships, collecting information and protecting radar sites.

+ Canada to boost Arctic defenses, says it can no longer rely on others (2026-03-13 01:20)

Canada has traditionally relied on the U.S. help to monitor the Canadian Arctic — an area larger
than India that is almost completely uninhabited.

* Cabinet approves bill to upgrade intelligence and research office (2026-03-13 01:00)

The bill, to be submitted in the ongoing session of parliament, is aimed at strengthening
Japan’ s intelligence-gathering and analysis capabilities.

* U.S. critical minerals talks advance with EU and Japan on price floor (2026-03-13 00:47)

Global efforts to diversify critical minerals supply chains intensified after Beijing last year
imposed sweeping export controls, including on rare earths.

« China’ s new ethnic unity law could target Taiwanese, Taipei officials warn (2026-03-13
00:00)

China, which views democratically governed Taiwan as its own territory, already has laws and
regulations against Taiwanese independence supporters.

* Iran has likely begun laying mines in Hormuz, U.K. says (2026-03-12 23:14)

The narrowness of the Strait of Hormuz makes the danger of sea mines more acute, as ships
have less room to maneuver and greater odds of striking one of the weapons.

» Netanyahu says no guarantee of Iran regime change after war (2026-03-12 23:13)

Mojtaba Khamenei, Iran's new supreme leader, has said in a statement that Tehran will look to
open other fronts in the war if the U.S. and Israel persist with their attacks.

« Chile’ s new president charts conservative path in first speech (2026-03-12 23:11)
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Shortly after taking office, Jose Antonio Kast moved to ramp up border security, audit spending
and cut red tape, before reiterating his plans for an "emergency government."

* Troubled waters: Challenges grow for Taiwan’ s homegrown submarine program
(2026-03-12 23:00)

From logistical hurdles to budgetary issues and delivery delays, the ambitious project is facing a
spate of tests that could determine its ultimate fate.

* Approval rate for Takaichi's Cabinet drops to 59%: poll (2026-03-12 10:52)

The rate fell to the lowest level since Takaichi's inauguration last October, but it remained
relatively high after rising to 63.8% last month.

« ‘Tony Takitani’ : Haunting Murakami adaptation rendered beautifully in new 4K
restoration (2026-03-12 10:00)

Few Haruki Murakami screen adaptations capture the author’ s melancholy as beautifully as
Jun Ichikawa’ s 2004 “Tony Takitani.”

« ‘The Specials’ : Dancing assassins stumble in clumsy caper (2026-03-12 09:45)

With gunfights, dance routines and nostalgic pop hits, Eiji Uchida’ s film has a fun concept but
struggles to make it work.

* Japan not planning to send minesweepers to Middle East, Takaichi says (2026-03-12 08:59)

The prime minister said that while details about the use of sea mines are unclear, Japan
wouldn’ t be able to get involved in mine clearance as long as the conflict continues.

* Takaichi backs education minister after affair report (2026-03-12 08:57)

The allegation of an extramarital affair by Yohei Matsumoto was reported by Bunshun Online,
the digital version of the weekly Shukan Bunshun magazine.

* Honda warns of ¥2.5 trillion charge on global EV downturn (2026-03-12 08:50)

The carmaker said Thursday that it would cancel the development and launch of three EV
models that had been planned for North America.

« China passes ethnic unity law to advance Xi’ s assimilation push (2026-03-12 08:41)

For critics, the law adds to pressure on minorities across the Han Chinese-majority country.

* Vance treads Iran tightrope with an eye on 2028 (2026-03-12 08:38)

A former U.S. Marine, Vice President JD Vance has built a political brand as a noninterventionist
who wanted to keep the United States out of anymore long, foreign wars.

+ U.S. to investigate Japan and other countries for unfair trade practices (2026-03-12 08:26)
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President Donald Trump could impose tariffs based on findings of Section 301 inquiries.

* Microsoft's Copilot Al goes head-to-head with China's DeepSeek in Africa (2026-03-12
08:14)

The U.S. technology giant is making a push for more Africans to adopt its artificial-intelligence
tools in the world’ s youngest and fastest-growing population.

* Bangladesh sari weaving tradition hangs by a thread (2026-03-12 08:04)

A shift to automated looms, evolving fashion choices, unstable yarn prices and a lack of
government support have squeezed weavers of the UNESCO-recognized garments at every turn.

* Unexpected drug found as Saitama hospital probes death of teen after treatment
(2026-03-12 07:48)

An anticancer drug found in a patient” s cerebrospinal fluid was not intended for use in the
therapy he received.

* Hamilton returns to scene of his first and only Ferrari win (2026-03-12 07:47)

Ferrari, which last won a grand prix in 2024, was Mercedes' closest rival in the Australian
season-opener last weekend.

* Ransomware attacks reported in Japan number 226 in 2025 (2026-03-12 07:42)

Although some 60% of the victims were small and midsize companies, there were cases in
which serious damage was inflicted on large companies.

* Japan insurers still keen on private debt amid growing red flags (2026-03-12 07:13)

Life insurance companies have joined global investors in a private debt market binge in search
of higher yields.

* Japan promises 80 million barrels of oil to support 400 million-barrel global intervention
(2026-03-12 06:14)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi announced the commitment hours before the IEA announced the
unprecedented coordinated effort by 32 nations.

* China sends more warplanes toward Taiwan after mystery lull (2026-03-12 05:53)

Five PLA aircraft were detected in Taiwan’ s air defense identification zone, and three crossed
the strait’ s median line, an unofficial boundary between Taiwan and China.

+ Mexico considering social media restriction for minors (2026-03-12 05:24)

Several nations are toughening up age restrictions on social media platforms as concerns grow
over excessive screen time for children and their exposure to harmful content online.
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« ‘Horrendously high’ fares and bomb fears upend spring travel (2026-03-12 05:24)

The widening war with Iran that’ s roiled global travel is hitting Asia-Europe routes especially
hard, leaving travelers facing record prices.

* Bodo/Glimt no longer a surprise as Champions League rollercoaster continues
(2026-03-12 05:13)

Sporting Lisbon were added to a list of defeated opponents that includes Manchester City,
Atletico Madrid and Inter Milan twice.

* WNBA teeters on the edge as CBA talks fail to yield deal (2026-03-12 05:12)

The two sides have been negotiating since players opted out of the previous CBA in October
2024 and the March 10 deadline was the latest in a series of missed targets.

* Japan main bank lobby to establish risk guidelines for leveraged loans (2026-03-12 04:50)

Smaller regional banks have become more active in the market for such debt as a shrinking
population weighs on their traditional lending operations.

* Construction pipe suddenly rises 13 meters above ground in Osaka (2026-03-12 04:07)

The head of the city’ s sewer department apologized for disruptions the pipe's inexplicable
action caused, saying road closures had caused major traffic congestion.

* Uniglo's Yanai is the richest Japanese on Forbes' wealth ranking list (2026-03-12 04:06)

With a net worth of $61.8 billion, Tadashi Yanai, chair and CEO of Uniqlo clothing chain operator
Fast Retailing, ranked 32nd on the U.S. business magazine's list.

* The unlikely Hollywood story of Deaflympics champion Koto Kawaguchi (2026-03-12 03:55)

The table tennis medalist discusses his unlikely turn in the Oscar-nominated 'Marty Supreme'
and returning to life in Aichi Prefecture.

+ U.S. ignited Iran war but Gulf Arab states paying the price, Gulf sources say (2026-03-12
03:23)

Behind the scenes, resentment is mounting in Gulf Arab capitals at being drawn into a war they
neither initiated nor endorsed but are now paying for economically and militarily.

* Tepco to maintain goal of decommissioning Fukushima plant in 2051 (2026-03-12 03:21)

Over the coming year, the utility will carry out key tasks for debris removal, including recovering
nuclear fuel from the spent fuel pool at the No. 2 reactor.

« Samurai Japan still faces lineup questions despite perfect WBC record (2026-03-12 03:05)

In the first three games in Tokyo, Japan relied heavily on its three major league stars at the top
of the batting order: Shohei Ohtani, Seiya Suzuki and Masataka Yoshida.
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» With Middle East in flames, Texan bunker maker sees business boom (2026-03-12 02:56)

With the United States and Israel pounding Iran, and Tehran retaliating with strikes across the
region, a bomb shelter company in Texas has seen demand soar for its bunkers.

* U.S. strikes on Iran will only harden North Korea's nuclear resolve (2026-03-12 02:55)

Kim’ s lesson from the Iran strikes will be simple: Autocrats without nuclear weapons are
sitting ducks, while states who develop them them have protection.

* Are disbanded LDP factions staging a comeback? (2026-03-12 02:45)

Former members of the disbanded factions have been meeting informally since the party’ s
landslide victory in the Feb. 8 Lower House election.

* Vinnie Pasquantino's 3 homers make WBC history as Italy beats Mexico (2026-03-12 02:35)

Italy captured first place in Pool B while helping the United States advance.

* Tisch family seeking to transfer Giants ownership to children (2026-03-12 02:34)

The move by the siblings comes less than two months since Steve Tisch's name appeared
approximately 440 times in the Epstein files.

+ U.S. self-driving startup Nuro begins testing in Tokyo (2026-03-12 02:33)

While Tokyo is becoming a test bed for the world’ s leading robotaxi ventures, Japan is lagging
when it comes to regulatory framework for autonomous vehicles.

* Vissel Kobe secures Asian Champions League quarterfinal berth (2026-03-12 02:14)

Johor Darul Ta'zim from Malaysia advanced at the expense of Sanfrecce Hiroshima.

* Tohoku still faces tsunami evacuation challenges 15 years after disaster (2026-03-12 02:12)

The region is facing a series of challenges to prepare for any future tsunami evacuation, such as
trying to encourage people to use an app to register at evacuation sites.

« Today’ sIranis like Japan in 1944 (2026-03-12 02:05)

Iran, like Imperial Japan, is mounting what could be called fanatical and tenacious resistance
against overwhelmingly powerful U.S. military attacks.

* Supermarkets key to evacuees' return to Fukushima communities (2026-03-12 01:56)

Creating an environment in which people can easily buy fresh foods and daily necessities is
essential for attracting new residents, too.

« U.S. intelligence indicates Iranian government is not at risk of collapse, sources say
(2026-03-12 01:29)
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With political pressure building over soaring oil costs, U.S. President Donald Trump has
suggested he will end the biggest American military operation since 2003 "soon."

* Iranian sea mines: The West's waterborne nightmare (2026-03-12 00:57)

Any Iranian mining of the vital Strait of Hormuz, as its forces did in the 1980s, would be a
problem for Western demining teams.

* Is Japan pulling the plug on vending machines? (2026-03-12 00:45)

Competition and cost-consciousness conspire against the ubiquitous, and legendary, beverage
sales channel.

* Foreign hacker in 2023 compromised Epstein files FBI held, source and documents show
(2026-03-12 00:28)

The source familiar with the breach said the intrusion was carried out by a foreign hacker who
did not appear to realize they had penetrated a law enforcement server.

* China is rebuilding its grip on North Korea. Is Kim Jong Un ready to oblige? (2026-03-11
23:56)

Beijing is deepening ties with North Korea as U.S. President Donald Trump prepares to visit
China and expresses interest in reviving talks with Kim.

« Chile’ s new president to signal swift alignment with Trump (2026-03-11 23:54)

Jose Antonio Kast, 60, was sworn in on Wednesday and plans to quickly sign broad agreements
with the U.S. to boost cooperation on critical minerals and security matters.

+ U.S. opens new unfair-trade probes to rebuild Trump's tariff pressure (2026-03-11 23:21)

The investigation could lead to new tariffs imposed against China, the European Union, India,
Japan, South Korea and Mexico by this summer.

* FBI bulletin warned of possible Iran retaliation on California targets (2026-03-11 23:20)

Iran has fought back with missile and drone aircraft attacks against Israel and several Gulf
states that host U.S. military installations.

+ U.S. may have struck Iranian girls' school after using outdated targeting data, sources say
(2026-03-11 22:31)

The strike, during the first day of U.S. and Israeli attacks on Iran, killed 150 students, according
to Iran's ambassador to the U.N. in Geneva.

* SoftBank-backed PayPay said to plan U.S. IPO at $16 per share (2026-03-11 22:21)

PayPay is pushing ahead with its offering against the backdrop of market turbulence sparked by
the hostilities in the Middle East.
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* Iran tells world to get ready for oil at $200 a barrel as it fires on merchant ships
(2026-03-11 22:17)

The war unleashed with joint U.S. and Israeli air strikes nearly two weeks ago has so far killed
around 2,000 people, mostly Iranians and Lebanese.

* Oh, bother — Winnie the Pooh is turning 100 (2026-03-11 15:05)

Nearly a century after his debut, the honey-loving bear remains one of the world’ s most
beloved children's characters.

* Loyalty and the language of whistleblowing in Japan (2026-03-11 14:50)

How Japanese grammar and vocabulary reveal the cultural tensions surrounding hierarchy and
whistleblowing.

* Nissan accepts union's wage hike demand in full (2026-03-11 12:06)

The struggling Japanese automaker agreed to raise monthly salaries by ¥10,000, including pay
scale increases, and to provide bonuses equivalent to five months' salary this year.

* Japan helps South Koreans evacuate from Middle East (2026-03-11 11:42)

This marked the first application of a memorandum of understanding that stipulates the
protection of each other's citizens in the event of an emergency in a third country.

* Takaichi says oil reserves to be tapped as Iran conflict hits crude flows (2026-03-11 11:23)

Japan holds stockpiled oil equivalent to about 254 days of domestic demand. The release of
some of that could begin as soon as Monday.

* Japanese-flagged container ship sustains damage in the Persian Gulf (2026-03-11 09:11)

The news comes as reports emerged that Iran had begun laying mines in the Strait of Hormuz, a
key passage for oil shipments.

* Japan marks 15th anniversary of Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami (2026-03-11
08:56)
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi pledged to ensure that the invaluable lessons from the disaster

are handed down to future generations.

« WBC fan favorite Satoria retires with pride and applause (2026-03-11 08:39)

The electrician who once struck out Shohei Ohtani ended his national team career with a
stirring farewell at the World Baseball Classic in Tokyo.

« Punch, the viral baby monkey, isn’ t being bullied, Ichikawa City Zoo says (2026-03-11
08:17)
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The 7-month-old Japanese macaque, often clinging to an orangutan plush, became an internet
sensation after videos of him being chased by fellow monkeys were posted on social media.

* Japan ready to join coordinated intervention in oil markets (2026-03-11 07:56)

Concerns have intensified as crude oil tankers bound for Japan ceased navigating the Strait of
Hormuz 10 days ago because the war made the passage too dangerous.

* JR East to monitor Yamanote Line pantographs with Al (2026-03-11 07:00)

The railway operator also plans to use drones to inspect wires and other infrastructure, aiming
to reduce the time required to resume operations by 30% after service disruptions.

* JR East to raise train fares on Saturday for the first time in 39 years (2026-03-11 06:33)

East Japan Railway said fares would go up by an average of about 7.1%, with the minimum base
fare increasing from ¥150 to ¥160.

* While Trump says white South Africans are persecuted, some return for a better life
(2026-03-11 06:25)

Thousands of white South Africans have returned to the country, for reasons including being
closer to family, lower living costs and political turmoil abroad.

« Onosato’ s withdrawal evokes painful reminder of stablemaster’ s fate (2026-03-11

06:24)

Sumo fans are wondering whether history might be repeating itself.

* China is eyeing an all-nuclear submarine fleet. Will Japan follow suit? (2026-03-11 06:10)

Tokyo must confront an array of hurdles to such a move, with personnel issues and potential
redundancies standing in the way.

* Israel plans new foothold on the Red Sea to fight the Houthis (2026-03-11 05:41)

So far the Houthis have held back on attacking ships, but have suggested they could enter the
war.

* Japan sweeps Pool C at the WBC, but tougher tests await in Miami (2026-03-11 05:33)

Samurai Japan will next face either Venezuela, which has a strong roster, or a Dominican
Republic team that could double as an MLB All-Star squad.

« China’ s Cosco halts Panama port operations as tensions rise (2026-03-11 05:31)

China previously asked its shipping companies to consider rerouting cargo through ports
outside of Panama if it didn’ t result in a significant extra cost.

* Asahi Breweries to fully resume shipments in April after cyberattack (2026-03-11 05:27)
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In the alcoholic drink segment, shipments have been resumed for "almost all products," an
official of the parent, Asahi Group Holdings, said.

« Italy stuns United States 8-6 in World Baseball Classic (2026-03-11 05:11)

The star-studded host is now facing possible elimination from the tournament.

* South Korea finds faulty approvals at airport where Jeju Air plane crashed (2026-03-11
05:00)

The state auditor’ s report said that the transport ministry cut construction costs and approved
improper airport safety structures for more than two decades.

« Amid a regional transformation, deterrence remains ‘simple’ (2026-03-11 05:00)

Despite all the changes, the most basic factor remains the same. Force modernization is
ultimately intended to ensure that nations can defend themselves from external threats.

- ‘Stealth hit" Pokemon game sends Nintendo shares soaring (2026-03-11 04:58)

Early success for Pokemon Pokopia, released on March 5 to rave reviews and reports of store
sellouts around the world, has relieved investors.

* LDP's Takeda to chair Japan-South Korea parliamentarians' union (2026-03-11 04:30)

Liberal Democratic Party member Ryota Takeda told members of the group that exchanges
between Japanese and South Korean lawmakers have helped sustain bilateral ties.

« Family name fuels Bolsonaro scion’ s rise in Brazil election polls (2026-03-11 04:29)

Flavio Bolsonaro, the son of Brazil’ s former president, is seeing a surge in support in opinion
polls ahead of the country’ s October elections.

* Bam Adebayo scores 83 points, second highest in NBA history (2026-03-11 03:58)

Adebayo's astonishing performance surpassed the 81 points scored by the late Kobe Bryant for
the Los Angeles Lakers against the Toronto Raptors in 2006.

* Those orphaned in a disaster require a supportive environment, survey finds (2026-03-11
03:50)

The survey from a nonprofit organization found that respondents who could talk about their
loss and did so tended to feel less lonely and have higher self-esteem.

» Some disaster-hit regions struggle to pass down lessons to younger generation
(2026-03-11 03:30)

Logistics and costs are among the hurdles faced in conducting disaster education for younger
people with little or no memory of the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake.
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* Fukushima governor calls for further reconstruction efforts (2026-03-11 03:23)

Gov. Masao Uchibori noted that the prefectural government works to improve reconstruction
measures every fiscal year, based on self-assessments and resident feedback.

* Japan and U.S. defense chiefs discuss Iran in first known call since war began (2026-03-11
03:23)

Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi noted that Tokyo is closely monitoring the situation with
great interest in order to ensure the safety of Japanese nationals.

* 'Put our faith in God'": Tehran residents adapt to wartime (2026-03-11 03:22)

Tehran and other Iranian cities have been plunged into a conflict of an intensity unseen in the
country since the 1980s war against Saddam Hussein's Iraq.

* Development provides security as effectively as hard power (2026-03-11 03:10)

International development is not just a form of “soft power.” It is hard power — and our
most effective preemptive strike against future threats.

* Teacher in Japan who experienced two disasters works to pass down memories
(2026-03-11 03:01)

The Kobe teacher's central message to his students is the importance of "everyday life before
the disaster."

* Lynas surges 15% after revamp of rare earths deal with Japan (2026-03-11 02:54)

The commitment of Japan to pay guaranteed long-term prices for the critical materials is the
latest sign of the enduring impact of China’ s supply squeeze.

* Sabalenka powers past Osaka into Indian Wells quarterfinals (2026-03-11 02:52)

It was just the second meeting between the two, both four-time Grand Slam champions.

- China’ s energy security push pays off as war roils Asia refiners (2026-03-11 02:45)

China's position is a stark contrast to Asian countries from Japan to Thailand that have been hit
hard by wartime energy disruptions.

* Churchill to be removed from U.K. banknotes as cash gets new look (2026-03-11 02:20)

The next generation of pound notes will feature wildlife native to the U.K., according to the Bank
of England.

« ‘My friends are still in jail’ : Cubans take to the streets but fear crossing line (2026-03-11
02:19)

While Cubans have expressed frustration over lengthy power blackouts, a repeat of the mass
2021 protests seems unlikely due to the government's violent repression then.
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* Rising gas prices from Iran war imperil Republican majority in U.S. Congress (2026-03-11
01:35)

U.S. President Donald Trump had boasted about falling gasoline prices just a couple of weeks
before he launched airstrikes against Iran.

* Russia committed ‘crimes against humanity’ in deporting Ukrainian children, U.N. says
(2026-03-11 01:32)

The U.N.'s Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine has so far confirmed
1,205 cases of Russia deporting or transferring children from occupied areas of Ukraine.

* Google to provide Pentagon with Al agents for unclassified work (2026-03-11 01:29)

The new feature will allow civilian and military personnel at the Defense Department to build Al
agents using natural language.

* Nissan replaces CFO as carmaker struggles with turnaround (2026-03-11 00:55)

The personnel change comes as pressure is mounting on the carmaker to refresh an aging
lineup in order to reignite demand.

« Trump’ s drug cost push helps Astellas win higher price in Japan (2026-03-11 00:52)

Japan, where medicine prices are among the lowest in the most developed nations, has become
a critical reference point in U.S. plans to match drug prices with other countries.

« Trump officials’ mixed Iran messages prompt more volatility (2026-03-11 00:47)

Oil prices plummeted almost 20% after an erroneous post by the U.S. energy secretary, only to
pare those declines as more information emerged.

+ China pins hopes on society-wide AI push to add jobs, rejuvenate economy (2026-03-11
00:46)

Policymakers and company executives play down growing global fears that artificial intelligence
could stunt employment.

+ U.S. destroys mine-laying vessels as Trump warns Iran over Strait of Hormuz (2026-03-11
00:30)

U.S. President Donald Trump warned that any mines laid in the Strait of Hormuz by Iran must
be removed immediately.

* Miyagi police resolved to return remains of 3/11 victims to families (2026-03-10 23:33)

The discovery of a 6-year-old girl’ s bone fragments renewed the prefecture’ s officers’
commitment to returning as many remains as possible to their families.
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* Hezbollah returns to guerrilla roots, awaits Israeli invasion (2026-03-10 22:23)

Greatly weakened during the 2024 war, Hezbollah has faced pressure from the Lebanese state
to disarm.

* China irked by last minute scramble to plan Xi-Trump summit (2026-03-10 22:20)

Chinese officials are dissatisfied with what they consider last-minute planning ahead of
Trump’ s arrival on March 31.

* Heaviest day of strikes yet on Iran despite market bets that war will end soon (2026-03-10
22:18)

Iran's Revolutionary Guards said they would block oil shipments from the Gulf unless U.S. and
Israeli attacks cease.

* A Japanese city looks to pick up the pieces yet again (2026-03-10 21:58)

Fourteen years after the city of Ofunato in Iwate Prefecture was struck by the Great East Japan
Earthquake, it experienced the nation’ s worst wildfire in 60 years.

« Samurai Japan explodes late to survive unlikely upset bid from Czech Republic at WBC
(2026-03-10 12:04)

Japan's next game will be in the WBC quarterfinals against either the Dominican Republic or
Venezuela.

*Japan’ s investment targets include Al, quantum computing and drones (2026-03-10
10:52)
The list includes 27 technologies already under early stage review, such as physical artificial
intelligence systems, regenerative medicine, quantum computing and marine drones.
* Need a quick, healthy meal? Steam a bowl of sushi (2026-03-10 09:30)
Make the best use of your leftover sushi rice with "seiro-mushi," a bamboo basket-steaming

method that has caught on with the time-pressed in Japan.

* How did publishing giant Shogakukan end up in hot water? (2026-03-10 09:29)

The manga publisher has had to apologize for rehiring an author convicted of sexual assault,
who then worked under a pseudonym.

* Meiji Yasuda aiming for insurance-premium revenues of ¥5 trillion in fiscal '26
(2026-03-10 08:53)

The target, shared by President Hideki Nagashima, would reflect an increase on the ¥4.3 trillion
forecast for fiscal 2025.

* Bain Capital raises $12.5 billion in Asia, Japan fund sprint (2026-03-10 08:42)
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The successful close reinforces Boston-based firm’ s position as a dominant player in the
region, particularly as global investors grow increasingly selective.

* Japan adopts bill aiming to address regional gaps in public transport services (2026-03-10
08:26)

According to the transport ministry, there were about 2,000 areas lacking transportation
nationwide as of April 2025.

* No Mbappe, no chance? Real Madrid on ropes against Man City (2026-03-10 08:21)

With Alvaro Arbeloa's team in inconsistent form and key attackers set to miss the game injured,
the Premier League side is firm favorite in the last-16 tie.

* CRA might join national council on consumption tax cut after all (2026-03-10 07:23)

Like the Democratic Party for the People, the party fears the political cost of not taking part in
talks over the proposed consumption tax cut for food items.

« Meta and Google pivot in addiction trial to accuser’ s history (2026-03-10 07:06)

Lawyers for Meta have indicated they plan to demonstrate that her psychological trauma came
from turmoil in her family and school life rather than social media.

* Trump and Putin talk of war and peace as U.S. weighs easing Russian oil sanctions
(2026-03-10 06:56)

Such a move would help ease a supply crunch due to conflict in Iran, but also complicate U.S.
efforts to deprive Russia of revenue for its war in Ukraine.

* White supremacist content grips teens plotting attacks in Southeast Asia (2026-03-10
06:39)

In every instance reviewed in Singapore and Indonesia, authorities allege the detained or
monitored teenagers had been radicalized through social media posts and communities.

* Apple now makes about 25% of iPhones in India after China pivot (2026-03-10 06:38)

Even though the gap has narrowed, electronics assembly and component manufacturing still
costs more in India than in countries including China and Vietnam.

* Second morning-after pill now available over the counter in Japan (2026-03-10 06:00)

Lesoeru 72, which went on sale on Monday, joins NorLevo as the country’ s only two
emergency contraceptive medications that do not need a doctor’ s prescription.

« Seoul can’ t stop U.S. forces from redeploying weapons to Middle East, says Lee
(2026-03-10 05:51)
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U.S. and South Korean militaries have been discussing possible redeployment of some U.S.
Patriot missile defense systems based in South Korea.

* Tired of spending billions on dementia care? Try a brain workout. (2026-03-10 05:35)

Twenty years later, about 25% fewer people in the speed training group developed dementia
compared with the people who weren’ t offered the intervention.

« Spate of missile deployments point to ‘division of labor’ with Taiwan (2026-03-10 05:10)

Japan, the U.S. and the Philippines are sending advanced missiles to sites that they hope will
deter Chinese forces or keep them at bay in a conflict.

« Rituals of resilience: How Afghan women stay sane in their ‘cage’ (2026-03-10 05:03)

From singing to going up into the mountains to scream, five Afghan women talked about how
they cope with their lives tightly controlled by Taliban government rules.

* When is an illegal conflict morally defensible? (2026-03-10 04:35)

Though historical examples of legitimacy trumping legality in previous wars are few and far
between, they do exist.

* Japan still struggles with disaster-related deaths 15 years later (2026-03-10 04:25)

Fifteen years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake, but the government's declared
goal of reducing indirect deaths to zero still appears far from being achieved.

* G7 nations prepared for joint release of oil reserves amid Middle East strife (2026-03-10
04:19)

If carried out, such a move would be the first in about four years since Russia invaded Ukraine
in 2022.

* Why some people live to 100 despite doing everything wrong (2026-03-10 04:10)

A recent study showed that longevity is roughly 50% genetic and 50% environmental — a
substantially higher genetic contribution than earlier research indicated.

* Judge and Anthony power U.S. WBC victory over Mexico (2026-03-10 03:53)

The result leaves the U.S. on track to top Pool B and could leave it facing Cuba in the
quarterfinals on Friday.

* Fukushima industrial parks show successes and struggles 15 years on (2026-03-10 03:46)

The 21 sites were built in coastal municipalities to revitalize the region, with the government
offering lavish incentives.

* Without Warner deal, Netflix goes from M&A; loser to market winner (2026-03-10 03:23)
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While the deal’ s collapse could be seen as a loss for the company, it was a winner for its stock
price.

* Japan visa fee cap to surge more than tenfold under new immigration bill (2026-03-10
03:21)

The Cabinet on Tuesday approved legislation to sharply raise the upper limit on fees for foreign
nationals in the biggest revision of its kind in more than four decades.

- Takaichi says Iran war nota ‘survival-threatening situation’ for Japan (2026-03-10 03:08)

Scrutiny of the Takaichi administration’ s position on the conflict is increasing as she prepares
for her summit with U.S. President Donald Trump later this month.

* Trump says he won't sign new bills into law until Republicans enact voting curbs
(2026-03-10 03:04)

The SAVE America Act would require those registering to vote to prove citizenship, and emerged
in response to false claims people in the U.S. illegally were voting.

* Europe's struggling retail sector looks ill-prepared for new energy price shock (2026-03-10
02:44)

The sector has barely recovered from the inflation cycle triggered by spiking gas prices after
Russia’ s invasion of Ukraine.

« Government panel to compile groundwater report that includes users’ nationalities
(2026-03-10 02:39)

In response to whether the panel might consider restricting foreign nationals’ access to
groundwater, a land ministry official said discrimination was not the goal.

* Memorial event held to mark 81st anniversary of Tokyo air raid (2026-03-10 02:36)
The massive U.S. air raid during World War II is believed to have killed about 100,000 people.

* NBA pulls plug on Hawks' strip club promotional night (2026-03-10 02:32)
The backlash began when San Antonio Spurs center Luke Kornet published an open letter
calling on the NBA to cancel the night.

- Tigers’ Tarik Skubal won’ t pitch again for U.S. in WBC (2026-03-10 02:31)

The two-time reigning American League Cy Young winner had opened the door to pitching
another game for Team USA after enjoying his first World Baseball Classic so much.

* How one of Japan's deadliest disasters shaped Shohei Ohtani's life (2026-03-10 02:31)

A global baseball icon opens up about his upbringing in Iwate and how a cataclysmic disaster
shaped both his youth and future.
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* Nuclear power summit to open in France (2026-03-10 02:24)

Representatives from about 40 countries and international organizations are expected at the
meeting to be opened by French President Emmanuel Macron.

* Kelce set for Chiefs extension as Dolphins cut Tagovailoa (2026-03-10 02:03)

Tagovailoa is not expected to be unemployed for long, with multiple reports saying he had
agreed to a one-year deal with the Atlanta Falcons.

* Max Verstappen to race in Nurburgring 24 Hours in May (2026-03-10 02:02)

Verstappen has been critical of Formula One's new cars and engines and said in preseason
testing he would be seeking fun in other series and forms of racing.

* Mitsubishi Chemical cuts ethylene output due to possible supply issues (2026-03-10 01:58)

Output of ethylene, used for plastics and other industrial products, is being reduced due to
possible shortages of raw materials from the Middle East.

* Japan confirms economy expanded as Takaichi urges investment (2026-03-10 01:37)

Gross domestic product rose at an annualized pace of 1.3% versus the prior quarter in the three
months through December.

* Iran bets on endurance and energy disruption to outlast foes in conflict (2026-03-10 01:26)

By driving up energy prices and spreading financial pain across Western economies, Tehran
hopes the pressure will force a U.S. retreat.

* France to deploy almost a dozen warships and mull Hormuz mission, Macron says
(2026-03-10 01:18)

European states have been largely sidelined as the conflict between the United States, Israel
and Iran has escalated, and they are grappling with how to defend their interests.

* Ships brandish China links to weave through Strait of Hormuz (2026-03-10 01:10)

Vessels are linking themselves to Iran’ s most important economic partner in an attempt to
reduce the risk of being targeted for Iranian attacks.

* Two lead Peru's presidential race, but most voters undecided, poll finds (2026-03-10 00:48)

Roughly two-fifths of those polled either declined to choose a candidate or do not plan on
voting in the first place, a Datum Internacional poll found.

* Five Iranian women’ s soccer players granted humanitarian visas in Australia (2026-03-10
00:30)
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The remaining teammates are in a hotel on the Gold Coast, as Australia’ s prime minister says
help is available to the other players but it is up to them to accept it.
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