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Executive Summary

This analysis could not be generated due to a technical issue.

Key Developments

• Unable to generate a security analysis for China at this time.
• Please try again later or select an alternative analysis method.

Outlook

Please check back later for an updated analysis.
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: BBC China

• The Chinese sports brand taking on Nike and Adidas (2026-04-27 07:09)

Now one of the biggest sportswear firms, Anta's rise follows a playbook adopted by many
Chinese giants.

• China weathered Trump's tariffs - but the Iran war is taking a toll (2026-04-22 21:23)

The Middle East conflict is putting pressure on factory orders, costs and jobs in China's
export-driven economy.

• How the US-Iran war is costing China (2026-04-22 21:00)

The BBC’s Laura Bicker explains the economic costs and possible political wins for China
brought on by the war.

• Chinese tourist who died in village 'may have been in altercation' (2026-04-22 17:44)

Police initially said it was believed the man's death in Strathpeffer was a medical matter.

Source: China Defense Blog

• Historical photo of the day: DDG 112 in San Diego. (2026-04-28 02:36)

   p.p1 {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 12.0px 0.0px; font: 15.0px 'Ginto Copilot Variable'; color: 
#26221f}span.s1 {letter-spacing: 0.1px} On March 21, 1997, the Chinese Navy’s DDG 112 Ship 
made her first-ever visit to the continental United States. The photo showed the ship's arrival at 
the U.S. Navy base in San Diego, marking a historic port call on the American West Coast. 

• Good bye DDG�112 Harbin? (2026-04-28 02:30)

 The PLAN destroyer Harbin (DDG�112) is widely expected to be decommissioned. Since late 
2025, multiple Chinese defense commentators (link) (link) and (link) have suggested that both 
its name and pennant number will be reassigned to the 12th Type 055 destroyer (link) now 
under construction at the Dalian Shipyard. Given the pace of the PLAN’s modernization, 
retiring a 30�year�old ship when

• “Type 64” / Soviet T�72 in China (2026-04-26 22:06)

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c87r2d850q4o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0ep28drllo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/c4gx7m4jk08o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cj94xgm9n2vo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
http://china-defense.blogspot.com/2026/04/historical-photo-of-day-ddg-112-in-san.html
http://china-defense.blogspot.com/2026/04/good-bye-ddg112-harbin.html
http://china-defense.blogspot.com/2026/04/type-64-soviet-t72-in-china.html
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p.p1 {margin: 16.0px 0.0px 6.0px 0.0px; font: 18.0px 'Ginto Copilot Variable'; color:
#26221f}p.p2 {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 12.0px 0.0px; font: 15.0px 'Ginto Copilot Variable'; color:
#26221f}span.s1 {letter-spacing: -0.1px}span.s2 {letter-spacing: 0.1pDuring the late Cold War,
the PLA made sustained efforts to obtain examples of the Soviet T�72, which it viewed as a
critical threat in any potential

Source: China | The Guardian

• Siri, where does Apple go next? – podcast (2026-04-29 02:00)

Guardian US tech editor Blake Montgomery talks about the future of Apple after the resignation 
of its longtime CEO Tim CookWhere does Apple – perhaps the most iconic tech company on 
Earth – go next?Last week its CEO, Tim Cook, stood down after 15 years. As US Guardian tech 
editor Blake Montgomery explains, when Cook took over after the death of the charismatic 
Steve Jobs, there were doubts he could build on his predecessor’s success. In fact, he has 
overseen extraordinary growth. After a decade of building global supply chains – and charming 
presidents from Xi Jinping to Donald Trump – he now presides over a company worth $4tn. 
Continue reading...

• EU faces ‘China shock’ as EV imports drive Beijing’s record surplus with bloc 
(2026-04-27 16:08)

China sold goods worth about $148bn to EU in first quarter of year, but imported just $65bnThe 
EU is experiencing a prolonged “China shock” as a flood of Chinese EVs into Europe helped 
push Beijing to a record surplus with the bloc.New data showed China’s trade surplus – where 
its exports to the EU exceeded imports from the bloc – was $83bn (£61bn) in the first three 
months of 2026. Continue reading...

• China blocks $2bn Meta takeover of AI agent developer Manus (2026-04-27 10:44)

Beijing says domestic tech companies must seek explicit government approval for accepting US 
investmentBusiness live – latest updatesChina has blocked Meta’s $2bn (£1.5bn) acquisition of 
an AI startup as it cracks down on US investments in domestic tech companies.Mark 
Zuckerberg’s Meta, the owner of Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp, announced the 
acquisition of Manus, a developer of autonomous AI agents, in December. Continue reading...

• Weather tracker: Torrential rain in southern China leads to flooding fears (2026-04-27 
09:29)

Heatwaves reach 45C across India as unseasonably cold weather affects parts of central 
CanadaWidespread heavy rain is sweeping over southern China. By Wednesday, rainfall totals 
are expected to exceed 100mm across many parts of Guangxi, Guangdong, Fujian, Zhejiang, 
Jiangxi and Hunan provinces, and in some areas as much as 150-200mm.As a result, the Office 
of the State Flood Control and Drought Relief Headquarters and the Ministry of Emergency 

https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2026/apr/29/siri-where-does-apple-go-next-podcast
https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2026/apr/29/siri-where-does-apple-go-next-podcast
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/apr/27/eu-faces-china-shock-as-ev-imports-drive-beijings-record-surplus-with-bloc
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/apr/27/eu-faces-china-shock-as-ev-imports-drive-beijings-record-surplus-with-bloc
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/apr/27/china-blocks-meta-takeover-manus-ai-agent-developer
https://www.theguardian.com/business/live/2026/apr/27/oil-prices-high-us-iran-peace-talks-stock-markets-house-prices-latest-news-updates
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2025/jul/30/zuckerberg-superintelligence-meta-ai
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2025/jul/30/zuckerberg-superintelligence-meta-ai
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/apr/27/china-blocks-meta-takeover-manus-ai-agent-developer
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/apr/27/weather-tracker-torrential-rain-southern-china-flooding-fears-india-heatwave-canada-cold
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Management have been holding meetings with meteorological and hydrological departments to 
emphasise the importance of reinforced patrols and emergency responses to mitigate against 
the probable flooding that the intense rainfall is expected to bring. In particular, reservoirs with 
known safety concerns must remain empty during the period, as well as through the coming 
rainy season. Continue reading...

• Inside China’s robotics revolution – podcast (2026-04-27 04:00)

How close are we to the sci-fi vision of autonomous humanoid robots? I visited 11 companies in 
five Chinese cities to find outBy Chang Che. Read by Vincent Lai Continue reading...

• The great energy pivot: US oil and Chinese solar are the winners in Trump’s war on Iran 
(2026-04-26 11:00)

Exposure of world’s reliance on Middle East supplies accelerates global shift towards new 
energy superpowersIn the open seas, an armada of empty tankers has quietly turned west. A 
record number of super-sized vessels are now heading to the US, where oil drillers and 
refineries are preparing to profit from Donald Trump’s war in the Middle East.Almost 30 of 
these vessels, each able to hold 2m barrels of oil, are contracted to load US crude, destined for 
a global market facing the biggest supply crisis in history. Continue reading...

• The tortoise and the hare: will China beat the US in the race back to the moon? 
(2026-04-26 06:00)

The rival superpowers are ramping up preparations for a crewed lunar landing nearly six 
decades after the first moon walkThe world watched earlier this month as Nasa sent four 
astronauts around the moon – but to actually land on the surface the US is once again in a 
space race, this time with China. And China may well win.Both countries plan to build inhabited 
lunar bases – the first settlement on another celestial body – as well as searching for rare 
resources and using the deep space environment to test technology for future crewed missions 
to Mars. Continue reading...

• ‘Look, no hands’: China chases the driverless dream at Beijing car show (2026-04-24 
16:08)

As domestic sales slow, manufacturers are investing in AI and seeking growth in technology and 
in overseas marketsAt the world’s biggest car fair, which opened in Beijing on Friday, there 
were hundreds of manufacturers, more than 1,000 vehicles, hundreds of thousands of 
enthusiasts – and hardly anyone behind a wheel.China’s car companies have cornered the 
domestic electric vehicle market, and are increasingly visible on the global stage. Now they are 
turning their attention to what they are betting is the future of mobility: autonomous driving. 
Continue reading...

• Private health records of half a million Britons offered for sale on Chinese website 
(2026-04-23 17:33)

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/apr/27/weather-tracker-torrential-rain-southern-china-flooding-fears-india-heatwave-canada-cold
https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2026/apr/27/inside-chinas-robotics-revolution-podcast
https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2026/apr/27/inside-chinas-robotics-revolution-podcast
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2026/apr/26/more-than-oil-prices-iran-war-threatens-to-reshape-global-energy-order
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2026/apr/26/more-than-oil-prices-iran-war-threatens-to-reshape-global-energy-order
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2026/apr/26/china-us-space-race-moon
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2026/apr/26/china-us-space-race-moon
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/apr/24/china-chases-driverless-dream-beijing-car-show-ai
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/nov/07/china-in-push-to-dominate-europe-electric-vehicle-market-with-uk-as-gateway
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/apr/24/china-chases-driverless-dream-beijing-car-show-ai
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/apr/23/private-health-records-uk-biobank-chinese-website-alibaba
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Technology minister tells Commons ‘de-identified’ information from UK Biobank advertised 
for sale on AlibabaUK politics live – latest updatesThe confidential health records of half a 
million British volunteers have been offered for sale on Chinese website Alibaba, the UK 
government has confirmed.The “de-identified” data, belonging to participants in the UK 
Biobank project, was found for sale on three separate listings last week. Ian Murray, the 
technology minister, told the Commons on Thursday that, after working with the Chinese 
government and Alibaba, the records had now been removed. It is not believed any sales were 
made. Continue reading...

• Chinese hackers are using everyday devices to hack UK firms, warns watchdog 
(2026-04-23 11:58)

Britain’s cybersecurity agency says companies must step up vigilance to prevent espionage 
attacksBusiness live – latest updatesBritish businesses are being urged to step up their vigilance 
against a China-linked hacking ploy that uses everyday devices for espionage.The UK’s 
National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) and agencies in nine other countries have warned of 
persistent attempts by Beijing-backed groups to hack equipment such as wifi routers to launch 
cyber-attacks. Continue reading...

Source: China – Foreign Policy

• China Pulls the Plug on Meta’s AI Acquisition (2026-04-28 21:24)

The reversal underscores Beijing’s shifting national security concerns.

• What Five Decades of Summits Reveal About U.S.-China Relations (2026-04-27 15:33)

The real test for the Trump-Xi meeting will come afterwards.

• Decolonizing ‘Moby-Dick’ (2026-04-24 18:00)

Literature’s obsessive quest for anti-canonical adaptations pursues the white whale at its peril.

• The Race for the Next U.N. Chief Kicks Off (2026-04-22 14:48)

The selection process for António Guterres’s successor begins with a grilling for four
contenders.

• What if China Succeeds? (2026-04-22 13:02)

Why Beijing’s success spells doom for everyone else.

Source: Financial Times China

• China’s Mao-era regulator in a stand-off with Meta over AI (2026-04-29 05:00)

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/live/2026/apr/23/keir-starmer-peter-mandelson-vetting-cat-little-olly-robbins-vet-uk-politics-latest-news-updates
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/apr/23/private-health-records-uk-biobank-chinese-website-alibaba
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/apr/23/china-cyber-hacker-using-everyday-devices-hack-uk-firms
https://www.theguardian.com/business/live/2026/apr/23/uk-government-borrowing--oil-100-a-barrel-strait-of-hormuz-deadlock-growth-latest-updates
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/apr/23/china-cyber-hacker-using-everyday-devices-hack-uk-firms
https://foreignpolicy.com/2026/04/28/china-blocks-ai-meta-manus-deal-national-security/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2026/04/27/trump-xi-summit-us-china-trade-deal-taiwan-geopolitics/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2026/04/24/call-me-ishmaelle-xiaolu-guo-review-moby-dick-world-literature/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2026/04/22/un-secretary-general-race-guterres-candidate-questions-dialogues/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2026/04/22/china-beijing-america-united-states-competition/
https://www.ft.com/content/a71a1ecf-a238-4827-800b-ee486f07d409
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National Development Reform Commission is becoming Beijing’s chief enforcer

• Chinese green technology poses national security problem for Europe, report warns 
(2026-04-29 04:00)

European countries want to accelerate the shift to solar, wind and other energy sources whose
supply chains are dominated by China

• Goldman stops bankers using Anthropic’s Claude in Hong Kong (2026-04-28 23:01)

Employees were unable to access company’s AI models as of a few weeks ago

• Beijing’s blunt message to its tech sector (2026-04-28 17:21)

China’s ban on Meta-Manus deal is a warning to keep AI innovations at home

• China poised to restart exporting jet fuel, diesel and gasoline (2026-04-28 14:47)

Beijing signals relaxation of export ban imposed at start of Iran conflict

• BYD profits drop by more than half as Chinese sales slow (2026-04-28 10:59)

Phasing out of electric vehicle subsidies has driven slump in domestic sales growth following
years-long boom

• Export restrictions on critical materials up fivefold since 2009, says OECD (2026-04-28 
09:00)

Analysis shows rise in trade curbs affecting defence, tech and green energy supply chains

• World’s biggest battery maker to raise $5bn in ‘opportunistic’ share placement 
(2026-04-28 04:24)

China’s CATL rides surge in foreign investor interest in renewable energy stocks since
outbreak of war in Iran

• Why investors are chasing US biotechs with Chinese characteristics (2026-04-28 04:00)

Drugs developed in Asian nation are increasingly being used to seed US start-ups

• After conquering nickel, Indonesia sets its sights on aluminium (2026-04-28 04:00)

Analysts fear Chinese-funded build-up of smelters will lead to oversupply

• Adrift in the South — the stark memoir of a Chinese factory labourer (2026-04-28 04:00)

Xiao Hai tells a story of shattered dreams and the grim reality of conditions inside China’s
manufacturing sector

• FirstFT: China orders Meta to unwind $2bn acquisition of AI group Manus (2026-04-27 
21:47)

https://www.ft.com/content/c9cd5751-8d2d-4f24-b676-7c3ec349e404
https://www.ft.com/content/aa3a7a19-ab94-4069-aea4-e192ab9abc41
https://www.ft.com/content/5e29c2c6-c433-4296-b40c-4bb61cd3242f
https://www.ft.com/content/58ef4bfe-42a9-47f4-b5d3-ca2aba55f054
https://www.ft.com/content/a6e1fb2e-5ad2-494e-ae49-a27acb50ccfe
https://www.ft.com/content/275bb86a-a656-4584-90a4-60fdfb2afc01
https://www.ft.com/content/9a824616-7ea6-4cd8-93df-266173efb015
https://www.ft.com/content/ad55ee0c-ae32-42df-8e64-a2690454be8d
https://www.ft.com/content/cf80e859-ee81-4dd2-8f6c-a408ea13798b
https://www.ft.com/content/5d1c4483-e238-4530-b576-e96ae456e8f1
https://www.ft.com/content/347f9969-bff8-4679-a7f1-dbfb9e22df52
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Also in today’s newsletter: Italy extradites alleged Chinese spy to US, and German chancellor
says Washington being ‘humiliated’ by Iran

• Meta’s Chinese stumble suggests a declining tolerance for shades of grey (2026-04-27 
16:29)

Tech-related capital flows have benefited from decades of ambiguity, but AI changes the
calculus

• Why flying less won’t do much to ease the oil crisis (2026-04-27 12:23)

Crude demand weakens when not only jet fuel but other product prices rise too

• China’s minerals come with coercion but they do come cheap (2026-04-27 11:31)

The US has no geoeconomic answer to Beijing controlling its trading partners via manipulating
supply chains

• China blocks Meta’s $2bn purchase of AI group Manus (2026-04-27 11:21)

Regulators had reviewed whether deal violated Beijing’s investment rules

• Italy extradites alleged Chinese hacker to US (2026-04-27 09:39)

Suspect in Covid industrial espionage case handed over amid strains between Giorgia Meloni
and Donald Trump

• China warns EU over proposed ‘Made in Europe’ law (2026-04-27 06:27)

Beijing threatens unspecified retaliation over fears that bill to strengthen bloc’s industry will
hurt its companies

• Inside China’s plans to fight in space (2026-04-27 04:00)

From seizing satellites to striking Earth from orbit — Beijing is developing dual-use capabilities
in an intensifying arms race with the US

• An insider food tour of Hong Kong with chef Vicky Cheng (2026-04-27 04:00)

The man behind the harbour city’s Wing and Vea restaurants shows us where to find its best
street-side eats, from roast goose and noodles to classic desserts

• China’s smartphone king takes on Elon Musk in Europe with premium EVs (2026-04-26 
04:00)

Xiaomi wants to expand on the continent as demand for its cars outstrips production

• EV ownership at ‘tipping point’ in many parts of the world, experts say (2026-04-25 
11:00)

Data shows momentum shift under way in Europe and emerging markets

https://www.ft.com/content/bb4837d4-9357-4747-bb72-c192c6315ef0
https://www.ft.com/content/e5635a9b-07f8-4cb2-83ad-c610b585384f
https://www.ft.com/content/623f1ee1-d800-499e-a222-26377f9c50ee
https://www.ft.com/content/1e4c269a-5258-406c-a308-e55c3d5d640f
https://www.ft.com/content/4fc51f2a-306b-4de3-8dc0-6d5591ea5fdc
https://www.ft.com/content/f4925d94-bd09-43bb-b0e6-8d066fcedf31
https://ig.ft.com/space-weapons/
https://www.ft.com/content/3b8a3169-f6d6-475e-8b9d-9569b62d568d
https://www.ft.com/content/31f80e68-dc0a-4251-a657-351e2e614fe2
https://www.ft.com/content/ef33078a-bdd1-48fa-a602-69c38e139d7a
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• UK Biobank says security checks not imposed because of ‘harms’ to research 
(2026-04-24 16:40)

Access to the database has been paused after data breach under pressure from ministers

• Big Four’s shrinkage at the top presages weakness at the bottom line (2026-04-24 12:06)

Professional service firms appear to be braced for flatlining growth

• Chinese bid for UK chemical plant condemned as threat to competition (2026-04-24 04:00)

World’s largest producer of titanium dioxide to acquire facility in North East of England

• Goldman Sachs leads record renminbi borrowing by US banks (2026-04-24 04:00)

Bank joins ‘frenzy’ as China’s low interest rates draw in more foreign issuers

• America must guard against China’s own Mythos (2026-04-24 04:00)

The US needs to block Chinese access to the most advanced technology

• China hackers steal western secrets by targeting consumer gadgets (2026-04-23 18:11)

Compromised home internet routers and smart fridges are being used in cyber attacks,
intelligence agencies warn

• White House accuses China of ‘industrial-scale’ theft of AI technology (2026-04-23 
14:40)

Trump official Michael Kratsios says Chinese entities stealing from American labs

• PwC fined $166mn by Hong Kong regulators over Evergrande audit (2026-04-23 10:36)

Big Four firm also faces six-month ban on new clients related to its work on failed property
developer’s books

• Europe’s resistance to Chinese investment has stalled (2026-04-23 10:00)

The European Commission’s repeated attempts to run a coherent green industrial strategy are
showing few results

• Beijing’s auto bash and Coupang under scrutiny (2026-04-23 07:32)

The inside story on the Asia tech trends that matter, from Nikkei Asia and the Financial Times

• The AI digital divide (2026-04-23 04:00)

An FT survey shows the highest-earning workers are adopting the technology in their jobs far
faster than others

• Partitions and permit delays: the UK law firms sticking with China (2026-04-23 00:00)

https://www.ft.com/content/99dcafff-f4e9-4361-8d59-e765ca9fc6f0
https://www.ft.com/content/33857eed-4e7b-4786-8412-f30a7557c411
https://www.ft.com/content/3ff378fa-8740-484c-b2a7-adb2d3641d70
https://www.ft.com/content/e83da9f6-f065-46ad-ad21-e677550b7b0c
https://www.ft.com/content/ea8c8161-5b86-409b-93cf-5e778300d87e
https://www.ft.com/content/d8ff8b15-729e-4225-864d-23934a6bc190
https://www.ft.com/content/abde4e1e-c69a-4cc4-ad96-d88308314298
https://www.ft.com/content/29ecdb51-0b86-4c42-a101-e344c811d088
https://www.ft.com/content/f0820769-294a-4d4e-8282-d76937f3e4ae
https://www.ft.com/content/7cd1ed04-6121-4263-b936-d5d020e5111c
https://www.ft.com/content/f3e8765e-2947-4f48-8aca-2b069f2aeaf8
https://www.ft.com/content/ce490046-9727-496c-9e58-544a372443e1
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Regulatory scrutiny over operations — down to office seating plans — is price to pay for firms
wanting to do business in the country

• Not even Iran war’s oil shock will help China reflate (2026-04-22 23:01)

Rising prices risk deepening the country’s deflationary trap rather than providing any escape
from it

• Population collapses of yore (2026-04-22 09:52)

Poring over precedents for China’s prospective population plummet

• Reebok plans hundreds of China stores to capture activewear boom (2026-04-22 04:30)

Owner Authentic Brands hopes bricks-and-mortar relaunch will generate $1bn in annual sales
within a decade

• Trump trade chief urges US allies to pay more for critical minerals (2026-04-22 04:00)

Jamieson Greer says ‘security premium’ needed to counter reliance on Chinese supplies

• BHP strikes China iron ore deal after months of talks (2026-04-22 02:14)

Mining company firms up copper guidance in Mike Henry’s final results as chief executive

• Can EVs kill off petrol cars in China? (2026-04-22 02:01)

Electric-vehicle makers target less affluent heartland for next phase of growth

Source: New York Times China

• Treasury Issues More Sanctions on Iranian Oil Exports (2026-04-28 20:12)

The measures aim to crack down on Iran’s shadow banking system and Chinese purchases of
Iranian oil.

• China Will Require Meta to Unwind Acquisition of AI Start-Up Manus (2026-04-27 11:27)

The impact of the ruling was not immediately clear, but it could send a chilling signal to Chinese
tech founders seeking to team up with foreign companies.

• Homeowners Fight for Control of Their Community in China (2026-04-27 10:42)

They signed petitions, organized rallies and held strategy sessions over karaoke, debating how
far to push the authorities in their dispute with a developer.

• China’s Economy Starts to Show Cracks From Iran War (2026-04-27 10:26)

China’s strategic reserves of oil and natural gas have insulated it somewhat, but its
manufacturing-based economy is beginning to falter.

https://www.ft.com/content/ca9fce70-0b59-4b8c-a16e-1177fbde131f
https://www.ft.com/content/78bc12c5-a891-447e-898e-505407cab807
https://www.ft.com/content/1a82e67c-7b7c-44f1-8a2a-e4b185392980
https://www.ft.com/content/7c5a8936-9726-4892-9532-d63b07831537
https://www.ft.com/content/3f83c4be-3b32-418f-92f9-b5f69c8357ab
https://www.ft.com/content/c78e0368-cc57-4f92-ad62-a073e01ba73d
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/28/us/politics/treasury-iran-oil-sanctions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/27/business/china-meta-manus-ai-deal.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/27/world/asia/china-homeowners-associations.html
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• The Rising Chinese Automaker Not Named BYD (2026-04-27 04:01)

Geely is challenging the giant BYD by adapting quickly to swings in demand and energy prices,
seizing on interest in electric vehicles prompted by the war in Iran.

• 5 Tall Tasks for Apple’s New C.E.O. (2026-04-24 14:55)

John Ternus will face many of the same issues that Tim Cook has grappled with for years.

• DeepSeek’s Sequel Set to Extend China’s Reach in Open-Source A.I. (2026-04-24 04:29)

Chinese companies have embraced making their most advanced artificial intelligence models
available to all.

• War and Sanctions Accelerate China’s Currency Push (2026-04-24 04:00)

China’s bid to build a renminbi-based financial system beyond the U.S. dollar’s reach is
gaining traction as a way to sidestep sanctions.

• Iran War Has Drained U.S. Supplies of Critical, Costly Weapons (2026-04-24 01:04)

The Pentagon’s rush to rearm its Mideast forces makes it less ready to confront potential
adversaries like Russia and China, administration and congressional officials say.

• Trump Reposts Anti-Immigrant Tirade Calling China and India ‘Hellhole’ Places 
(2026-04-24 00:42)

The president touched off a furor with his post sharing a podcast episode in which the host
referred to China and India as “hellhole” places.

• How the Supreme Court’s Shadow Docket Upended Climate Policy (2026-04-23 19:17)

The Times unearthed memos that signaled a major shift in the court’s operations, in a
decision that critics say was rushed and flawed.

• What Questions Do You Have About the Trump-Xi Summit? (2026-04-23 16:14)

“Ask a Correspondent” will take your questions to David Pierson, who covers China’s
foreign policy for The Times.

• China Publishes Maps Detailing Minerals on the Ocean Floor (2026-04-23 16:12)

The new deep-sea atlas underscores Beijing’s interest in ocean mining, its military ambitions
and its claims to disputed waters.

• Some Labubu Dolls Contain Cotton Banned By Forced Labor Law, Testing Shows 
(2026-04-23 11:58)

A test verified by The New York Times found that clothes for some of the viral dolls contained
cotton from the Xinjiang region of China, which is banned in the United States.
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• Tim Cook Did Wonders for Apple. He Also Did a Lot for Xi Jinping. (2026-04-23 09:03)

Tim Cook made Apple a juggernaut, but he did so by risking America’s economic and political
security.

• Why Diesel Has Become a Much Bigger Economic Problem Than Gasoline (2026-04-23 
09:02)

The war in Iran has disrupted supplies of diesel, used to power trucks and heavy equipment,
much more than gasoline, which is primarily used in passenger cars.

• As U.S. Brands Stumble, China Wins Over Young Indonesians (2026-04-23 09:00)

A new generation of Indonesian consumers view Chinese brands as high-tech and of good
quality, a departure from the days when “made in China” was associated with cheap goods.

• How China Is Building Its Next Outpost at Sea (2026-04-22 05:36)

China has been quietly and quickly building an island in disputed waters off of the coast of
Vietnam over the last few months.

Source: South China Morning Post

• China social media account banned for forcing women to stay in tank with crocodile 
(2026-04-29 06:00)

A social media account in China with more than 11 million followers which targets juveniles has
been banned for forcing young female live-streamers to stay in a tank with a crocodile. The
permanent ban also came after the account was exposed of also having made the women hold
their breath under water. The account with the handle @Yebali, which means Night Paris in
English, had been in operation on the social media platform for five years before it bowed to
pressure to close, Jiupai News...

• HKEX posts record quarterly profit, topping forecast as listings and turnover surge 
(2026-04-29 05:50)

Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing (HKEX), operator of Asia’s third-largest stock market,
reported a record quarterly profit in the first three months of 2026, buoyed by more new
listings and increased turnover. Net profit rose 27 per cent to HK$5.19 billion (US$662 million) –
or HK$4.10 per share – from a year earlier, the company said on Wednesday. The result beat
the HK$4.6 billion consensus among analysts. It is the highest quarterly profit on record,
surpassing the HK$4.9 billion in the third...

• Government vows action as landlord-tenant rows block access at Wang Fuk Court 
(2026-04-29 05:38)
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Hong Kong authorities have pledged to intervene in landlord-tenant disputes preventing
residents from retrieving belongings from the fire-ravaged Wang Fuk Court, as packing efforts
enter their 10th day. Deputy Chief Secretary Warner Cheuk Wing-hing said on Wednesday that
while the government expected agreement on limited entry quotas, authorities were prepared
to make “alternative arrangements” to ensure all residents had a fair chance to retrieve their
belongings. “Our stance on this is very...

• China targets ‘zombies’ with regulatory headshots to kill off subsidised laggards 
(2026-04-29 05:30)

China’s top market regulator is intensifying its crackdown on debt-laden “zombie
companies” – rolling out a pilot programme in seven economic hubs to facilitate the forced
exit of unprofitable firms often propped up by government subsidies or bank loans. The move
signals a broadening of Beijing’s campaign against local protectionism and the low-quality
vicious competition that officials say results in neijuan, or “involution”. With a change to
China’s Company Law, the State Administration for...

• Mali’s junta leader says situation ‘under control’ in first appearance since attacks 
(2026-04-29 05:10)

The leader of Mali’s military government, Assimi Goita, on �Tuesday made his first public
appearance since insurgents launched coordinated attacks over the weekend, vowing in a
televised address to “neutralise” those responsible. West Africa’s al-Qaeda affiliate and a
Tuareg-dominated separatist group hit Mali’s main army base and the area near Bamako’s
airport in the attacks on Saturday, while also pushing Russian troops supporting government
forces out of the strategic town of Kidal in the...

• Hormuz crisis revives Thailand’s land bridge plan but business case still lacking 
(2026-04-29 05:08)

Thailand’s vision for a land bridge splits opinion: some see it as a crucial new Asian trade
route for a global economy held hostage by geography, while others view it as an expensive and
environmentally ruinous distraction for a kingdom with plenty already on its plate. But to its
backers, the proposed road and rail corridor, bookended by ports on the Gulf of Thailand and
another 90km (56 miles) away on the Andaman Sea, to bypass a vital chokepoint, has never felt
more urgent. Iran’s virtual...

• Singapore firm sorry after Changi Airport baggage handler caught tossing luggage 
(2026-04-29 05:05)

Ground-handling company SATS has apologised over a video circulating online showing a
service crew member throwing luggage onto a baggage belt at Singapore’s Changi Airport.
“The behaviour seen in the video does not reflect our service standards or the care with which
we expect baggage to be handled,” SATS said in a statement on Tuesday. “We are sorry that
this occurred.” In a social media video posted by user Eric Yoong, a SATS service crew member
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can be seen tossing baggage onto a conveyor...

• Amber rainstorm warning issued as thunderstorms hit Hong Kong (2026-04-29 04:22)

This story has been made freely available as a public service to our readers. Please consider
supporting SCMP’s journalism by subscribing. Hong Kong’s weather forecaster issued an
amber rainstorm warning on Wednesday calling on the public to seek safe shelter as
thunderstorms and intense gusts might hit the city. The Hong Kong Observatory raised the
signal at 11.35am and said areas of intense thundery showers associated with upper-air
disturbances had been persistently affecting the area. The...

• Challenges ahead for Wang Fuk Court homeowners who reject buy-back offer (2026-04-29 
04:12)

Homeowners of the only block undamaged in the deadly Wang Fuk Court inferno who decline
the government’s buy-back offer will face significant challenges in the management and
maintenance of their properties in the long run, Hong Kong authorities have warned. Deputy
Financial Secretary Michael Wong Wai-lun said on Wednesday that while the government
respected homeowners’ decisions, the possibility for authorities to invoke legislation to
acquire all property titles in Wang Chi House “absolutely...

• India’s major airlines on ‘verge of closing down’ as high fuel costs sting (2026-04-29 
04:03)

India’s major airlines warned of a potential suspension in services unless the government
lowered jet fuel prices. “The airline industry in India is under extreme stress and on the verge
of closing down or of stopping its operations,” the Federation of Indian Airlines, representing
carriers including IndiGo, Air India and SpiceJet, said in a letter to India’s Civil Aviation
Ministry, seen by Bloomberg. They sought a return to pandemic-era cost caps on aviation
turbine fuel and a reduction or...

• Will Israel’s use of Iron Dome to aid Arab neighbour recalibrate Mideast defence? 
(2026-04-29 04:00)

Israel’s reported deployment of its Iron Dome missile defence battery in the UAE signals a
“watershed moment” in Middle Eastern security alignments, analysts say, as the war in Iran
highlights the critical role of such air defence systems. Israel sent an Iron Dome air-defence
system along with troops to the United Arab Emirates “early in the war with Iran”, Axios said
in a report this week citing two Israeli officials and one from the US. The Israeli officials, who
were not named, told the US...

• UK King Charles roasts Trump with colonial quip: ‘you’d be speaking French’ 
(2026-04-29 03:25)

UK King Charles gave US President Donald Trump a taste of his own medicine at a White House
state dinner on Tuesday when he joked that without the British, Americans would be speaking
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French. As the heads of state traded jokes during their dinner toasts, Charles
referencedprevious comments by Trump aimed at European allies he accuses of freeloading on
defencesince World War II. “You recently commented, Mr President, that if it were not for the
UnitedStates, European countries would be...

• Why UAE’s exit from Opec is good news for Asia’s energy security (2026-04-29 03:23)

Asia’s oil import-dependent economies will benefit from the United Arab Emirates’ (UAE) exit
from Opec, though the ongoing closure of the arterial Strait of Hormuz may not offer any
immediate relief from soaring prices, analysts say. Global oil prices continued to surge on
Wednesday, with benchmark Brent crude oil prices hitting US$111 a barrel and US West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) approaching US$100 a barrel. Before the Iran war, Brent was trading around
US$70 a barrel, while WTI was about US$65...

• Resistance to new mosques exposes tensions over Japan’s growing Muslim communities 
(2026-04-29 02:31)

Plans to build a mosque in Fujisawa, a city southwest of Tokyo, have become the latest
flashpoint for Muslim communities in Japan, as a growing need for places of worship meets
resistance from some local residents. Muslim community leaders and scholars said the
opposition in Fujisawa reflected a broader pattern in Japan, where resistance to mosques has
increasingly been shaped by negative overseas coverage of Islam and claims spread on social
media. A public meeting in February called to allow...

• Chinese team pioneers path to turn carbon dioxide into jet fuel as prices soar (2026-04-29 
02:00)

Chinese scientists are moving technology that converts greenhouse gases into aviation fuel out
of the laboratory and towards large-scale production. Global jet fuel prices surged to US$175 a
barrel in March – a year-on-year leap of 94.4 per cent – and broke through the US$200 mark in
April, more than doubling the cost from a year earlier. Fuel costs have forced airlines to cancel
flights. As energy prices spiked amid the war on Iran, a team from the Shanghai Advanced
Research Institute of the...

• How South Korea’s Samsung clan made a US$45 billion financial comeback in 1 year 
(2026-04-29 01:39)

When Lee Kun-hee, the patriarch behind Samsung Electronics, died in 2020, his dynasty soon
dealt with a crisis on two fronts: first, a multibillion-dollar inheritance tax. The following year,
his son Jay Y. Lee was jailed after being convicted of bribing South Korea’s former president
Park Geun-hye to win support for his succession. At the time, some observers speculated that
the sheer scale of one of the world’s largest death levies could threaten the family’s control
over the...
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• Why more Singapore graduates are choosing jobs below their qualifications: ‘it’s 
meaningful’ (2026-04-29 01:30)

Shortly after completing a bachelor’s degree in 2023, Warren Neo considered doing what
many business graduates in Singapore do: look for a corporate job. Instead, he became a
full-time barista. “I considered going into human resources, since that was what I specialised
in at university, but I discovered my interest in making coffee during my part-time job,” said
Neo, 29, who majored in business at Singapore’s Nanyang Technological University. “I gave
myself a chance to pursue being a barista...

• A remilitarised Japan threatens more than just China (2026-04-29 01:30)

There is a time and a place. Just because you have a right to do something doesn’t mean you
should exercise it. The United States and its allies keep claiming they have the right of
navigation in international waters by sending their navies through the Taiwan Strait. Their
intention to provoke is clear despite their justification under international law. Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi’s row with Beijing over her remarks about militarily intervening in a
Taiwan crisis has yet to die down....

• US economic gap over China to widen, but Iran might bring them closer: former UN 
official (2026-04-29 01:00)

The economic divide between the United States and China is projected to widen to US$11
trillion by the end of the decade, yet escalating geopolitics – specifically the war in Iran and the
ongoing Strait of Hormuz crisis – could inadvertently act as a stabilising force for bilateral ties,
according to a prominent global strategist. Kishore Mahbubani, former president of the UN
Security Council and once a top diplomat from Singapore, has forecast that the
gross-domestic-product disparity between...

• China boy grabs public attention by ‘handcrafting’ turbojet engine in family’s living 
room (2026-04-29 01:00)

A 14-year-old Chinese boy who reportedly “handcrafted” turbo engines in his home living
room has sparked a heated social media discussion about his background. Teenager Che
Jingang, from southern China’s Hainan Island, came under the spotlight after several state
media outlets reported him as a self-taught engineer. Che, who has a social media account run
by his mother with 30,000 followers, said he is enthusiastic about “everything that flies” and
this passion led him down a path of...

• ‘No fundraising launched’ after father’s death, paralysed dancer Mo Li warns of 
scams (2026-04-29 00:57)

A Hong Kong dancer left paralysed after being struck by a giant screen during a 2022 concert by
popular boy band Mirror has clarified that neither he nor his family had raised any funds after
the death of his pastor father. Reminding his supporters to beware of scammers, Mo Li Kai-yin
said in an Instagram post on Tuesday that he was grateful for the concern shown in recent days
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over online reports about his family, following the death of his father, Reverend Derek
LiShing-lam. But he added: “We...

• ‘Wartime’ in Iran, Trump’s extended blockade and the UAE: here’s what happened 
overnight (2026-04-29 00:43)

As the US-Israeli war on Iran enters a third month, there is no sign of a break in the deadlock
between Washington and Tehran. These are the main takeaways from what happened
overnight. What did Trump say? US President Donald Trump told his aides to prepare for an
extended blockade of Iran, The Wall Street Journal reported in Asian early trading hours on
Wednesday, citing US officials. And after welcoming Britain’s King Charles in Washington on
Tuesday, he lashed out at German Chancellor...

• Will Hong Kong vapers go underground as public possession ban kicks in? (2026-04-29 
00:30)

Twenty-two-year-old Hongkonger Elio* started smoking at the age of 16, when he was studying
abroad in New Zealand. But what started as a way to kill time soon became a daily habit to
relieve the stress of an uncertain future. Despite suffering from a collapsed lung in 2020, he
resumed smoking and drinking a few months after recovery, later switching to e-cigarettes amid
rising tobacco taxes. After the 2022 ban on the sale of vapes, he restricted his habit to one
capsule every three days –...

• Japanese travellers rush abroad for ‘golden week’ before fuel price increases 
(2026-04-29 00:00)

Thousands of Japanese are defying rising prices at home and the pain of the feeble yen to have
one final foreign holiday over “golden week” before airlines increase fuel surcharges. The
operator of Narita International Airport anticipates that 1.59 million travellers will pass through
the airport on the outskirts of Tokyo between Friday and May 10, an increase of around 2 per
cent from last year’s golden week holiday season. Sunday was the peak for departures, with
nearly 57,000 people flying...

• Trump to put his picture in US passports (2026-04-28 23:16)

Donald Trump’s picture will soon appear in some US passports, officials said on Tuesday,
shattering another norm as the president aggressively puts his personal stamp on government
institutions. The US State Department, following reports by Fox News and The Bulwark,
confirmed it would offer a limited-edition passport to mark this year’s 250th anniversary of
the US Declaration of Independence. The articles included two images set to appear inside the
passports, one of Trump’s official photo...

• Pair of Hong Kong luxury homes sells for US$41m as market sizzle increases (2026-04-28 
23:00)
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A wave of demand from mainland Chinese buyers is restoring liquidity to Hong Kong’s trophy
home market, enabling owners who have held onto pricey assets for many years to lock in
gains. Among them, mainland property tycoon Zhao Zhijun sold two adjoining units at 8-12
Peak Road for a combined HK$320 million (US$40.8 million), according to Land Registry records,
generating a gain of about 86 per cent compared with the purchase price 16 years ago. Zhao,
chairman of mainland investment firm Niverse,...

• Trump’s Ukraine envoy stepping down amid stalled peace talks with Russia (2026-04-28 
22:49)

The acting US ambassador �to Kyiv Julie Davis will step down from her post and retire, a US
official and the State Department said on Tuesday, amid a lull in US-brokered talks to achieve a
ceasefire and end Russia’s invasion ‌of Ukraine. The Financial Times first reported Davis’
departure and said it was because of differences of opinion with President Donald Trump’s
policies and that Davis had grown frustrated with her role over his dwindling support for
Ukraine. The State Department pushed...

• Democrats urge Trump to keep ban on Chinese cars in US as Xi meeting looms 
(2026-04-28 22:42)

Over 70 Democrats on Tuesday urged US President Donald Trump to keep Chinese carmakers
out of America, warning of “irreversible” consequences, just weeks ahead of his high-stakes
trip to Beijing to meet with China’s President Xi Jinping. “We must not cede the American
auto industry to a strategic competitor intent on global dominance,” a letter, signed by 73
House Democrats led by US Representative Debbie Dingell, said. “The consequences for
American workers, our supply chains, our national...

• How China’s reported ban on sulphuric acid exports could have overseas buyers reeling 
(2026-04-28 22:00)

As the US-Israel war in Iran drags into its third month, sulphuric acid – a chemical ingredient
critical for fertiliser production and metal processing that has seldom grabbed global headlines
– has become a keenly watched commodity. The military conflict in the Gulf and the effective
blockage of the Strait of Hormuz initially triggered a squeeze on sulphuric acid, with prices on
the rise after shipments in the region – which accounts for a quarter of global production –
were largely stalled...

• US lawmakers move to mandate first comprehensive review of China’s AI capabilities 
(2026-04-28 21:59)

As the race with China over artificial intelligence intensifies, US lawmakers on Tuesday unveiled
a draft bill that would, for the first time, require the State Department to deliver a detailed
assessment of Beijing’s artificial intelligence ambitions, including identifying “specific AI
leaders”. The State Department should provide Congress with a comprehensive report on
China’s AI development, including its “progress using independent, publicly available
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benchmarks to achieve autonomous...

• US-Iran ceasefire can’t paper over fires in the Strait of Hormuz (2026-04-28 21:30)

While the United States and Iran exchange peace proposals in Islamabad, the Middle East
remains trapped in a cycle of escalation. Ships burn in the Strait of Hormuz, Lebanon absorbs
strikes by Israel and the nuclear gap remains unbridgeable. Calling this moment a ceasefire
might be in line with diplomatic language, but on the ground it has the familiar look of war, just
repackaged. While US President Donald Trump might have negotiated some sort of ceasefire
agreement, the American naval blockade...

• US and Nato faced with frustrating ‘marriage crisis’, Belgian defence minister says 
(2026-04-28 21:00)

Belgian Defence Minister Theo Francken said the US and Nato were faced with a “marriage
crisis” as frustrations mount on both sides of the Atlantic, urging Washington to stand with its
allies or risk America’s fall. Francken, speaking at a think tank event in Washington on
Tuesday, likened the strained transatlantic relationship, which has held for close to 80 years, to
a “crisis”, saying “it’s very difficult”. “I’m convinced that we’re having a marriage
crisis … There’s a lot of frustration on...

• US conditions for paying UN dues include China curbs, report says (2026-04-28 20:51)

The US �has placed specific conditions on releasing billions of dollars it owes to the United
Nations, including further cost-cutting, and moves to counter China’s influence at the world
body, a development news wire reported on Tuesday. The report by Devex, an independent
news organisation covering global development, ‌said two diplomatic notes circulated by the US
called for nine “quick-hit” reforms as a condition for releasing more funds. It said these
included: Overhauling the UN pension...

• Trump’s FCC orders review of ABC licences after Kimmel’s ‘expectant widow’ joke 
(2026-04-28 19:45)

After a joke by late-night host Jimmy Kimmel drew calls from the White House for ABC to fire
the comedian, the US Federal Communications Commission on Tuesday ordered an early
licence review of the network’s television stations. The stand-off between US President Donald
Trump’s administration and the global entertainment conglomerate is the first crisis facing
Walt Disney’s new CEO Josh D’Amaro. Last Thursday, Kimmel, whose late-night television
programme airs on Disney’s ‌ABC, did a send-up of...

• Ex-FBI director James Comey indicted again, this time over anti-Trump post (2026-04-28 
18:37)

Former FBI Director James Comey was indicted again on Tuesday, this time in an investigation
over a social media photo of seashells arranged on a beach that officials said constituted a
threat against US President Donald Trump. The criminal case is the second in a matter of
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months against Comey and is part of the Trump administration Justice Department’srelentless
effort to prosecute political opponents of the Republican president. The seashellsphoto was
posted nearly a year ago, but the...

• UK PM Starmer avoids parliament probe over Epstein associate Peter Mandelson 
(2026-04-28 18:12)

Embattled UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer on Tuesday survived a bid by opposition politicians
to subject him to a parliamentary probe over his controversial appointment of Peter Mandelson
as envoy to the US. Members of parliament voted against referring Starmer to a committee to
consider if he misled parliament over giving Mandelson, an ex-associate of late US sex offender
Jeffrey Epstein, the plum diplomatic post. It was the latest development in an unrelenting
scandal that has plagued Starmer’s...

• Trump welcomes King Charles to White House on ‘beautiful British day’ (2026-04-28 
17:09)

Britain’s King Charles arrived at the White House on Tuesday for a meeting with US President
Donald Trump, as part of a state visit intended to underscore unity between the two long-time
allies, despite deep divisions over the Iran war. Charles and Queen Camilla were greeted by the
president and first lady Melania Trump for a morning visit to the presidential mansion while
hundreds of guests stood on the South Lawn with the Washington Monument in the distance.
Cannons boomed, temporarily...

• Hong Kong star vows to be ‘companion, not mentor’ to protesters arrested in 2019 
(2026-04-28 16:24)

Hong Kong singer Hins Cheung has pledged to be a companion rather than a mentor to
youngsters arrested during the 2019 anti-government protests during an event organised as
part of a youth rehabilitation programme. The sharing session, themed “New Opportunity,
New Journey”, was held at the Hong Kong Museum of History on Tuesday night. More than 300
participants attended the event, including youngsters arrested during the protests, as well as
university students and members of three neighbourhood...

• Ukraine shot down 33,000 Russian drones in 1 month: defence minister (2026-04-28 15:25)

Ukraine used interceptor systems to shoot down more than 33,000 Russian drones of various
types in March, a record monthly figure since Moscow launched its all-out invasion more than
four years ago, Ukraine’s defence minister claimed. Ukraine has developed cutting-edge and
battle-tested drone technology that has proved essential in holding back Russia’s bigger army
and has drawn military interest from around the world. Interceptor drones as part of a
comprehensive air defence system are now...

• Helper arrested in Hong Kong for allegedly putting 2 young boys in dog cage (2026-04-28 
15:12)
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Hong Kong police have arrested a domestic helper on suspicion of child abuse after she
allegedly put two young boys inside a dog cage in a Tsing Yi flat. Police said they received a
report at 1.34pm on Tuesday from the 26-year-old mother of the boys, aged two and three, who
alleged that her helper had confined them in a cage at a flat in the Grand Horizon estate on two
occasions in February. A police source said the mother twice discovered through her mobile
phone’s security camera feed that the...

• China’s calls to open Hormuz show the limits of its ties to Iran, experts say (2026-04-28 
15:00)

While China has begun to put pressure on Iran to end its blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, its
statements have been carefully worded, experts say, showing how the prolonged conflict is
testing Beijing’s relationship with Tehran. President Xi Jinping told Saudi Arabia’s Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman last week that China wanted an “immediate and
comprehensive ceasefire” and explicitly demanded that the waterway “ remain open to
normal passage”, without naming Iran or the US. Speaking at the...

• With Meta-Manus AI deal ‘difficult’ to undo, how will Beijing exert its authority? 
(2026-04-28 14:30)

It could be “time-consuming”, “complex” and “difficult” for Meta Platforms to unwind its
acquisition of Manus, an artificial intelligence start-up that originated in China, given how far
the deal has gone, according to analysts. Beijing’s order on Monday blocking the US$2 billion
deal came roughly four months after the acquisition was announced. During that time, Manus –
developer of what it described as the world’s first general AI agent – provided Meta
employees with unlimited-usage accounts,...

• UAE to exit Opec, dealing blow to oil cartel’s unity (2026-04-28 14:16)

The United Arab Emirates announced on Tuesday that it will leave the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opec) and the wider Opec+ alliance effective May 1, a move
that signals a push for greater control over its production strategy. The decision followed “a
comprehensive review” of the country’s production policy and capacity, the Ministry of
Infrastructure said in a statement, adding that it was based on national interests and a
commitment to help meet global market...

• Japan’s revised security policy to get ‘more aggressive’: Chinese expert (2026-04-28 
14:09)

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi has started the process of overhauling the country’s
major security policies, arguing that Japan must boost its military power in the face of
geopolitical threats, including those from China. A Chinese expert said Takaichi’s statements
during a gathering of experts tasked with overhauling key policy documents signalled a
“fundamental” shift in Tokyo’s strategy, with the country’s security road map likely to
become “more aggressive”. Beijing, meanwhile,...
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• Canada’s push to rebuild ties with China hits a snag: a lack of direct flights (2026-04-28 
14:00)

Canada plans to allow more flight connections to China, as it seeks to rebuild ties with Beijing
and capitalise on rising demand for Canadian travel among Chinese tourists, but airlines may be
reluctant to add new routes due to soaring jet fuel costs and a lack of access to Russian
airspace. Steven MacKinnon, Canada’s transport minister, announced last week that Ottawa
would permit an “incremental” increase in direct passenger combination flights to China and
up to 20 cargo flights per week. The...

• MTR Corporation using AR technology to fast-track work on Northern Link station 
(2026-04-28 13:10)

Hong Kong’s railway operator has deployed augmented reality (AR) technology to speed up
construction of a station on a new link serving the Northern Metropolis megaproject to ensure
it opens on time next year. The MTR Corporation said on Tuesday that the power supply had
been connected at Kwu Tung station and AR technology had been adopted to hasten progress.
“Applying the AR inspection system will allow us to simulate future scenarios and help workers
carry out the assembly work accurately and...

• US green power growth to hit another record in 2026, despite Trump, says report 
(2026-04-28 12:59)

US clean energy installations are forecast to hit another record this year – and account for the
vast majority of new power additions – despite facing policy opposition from the Trump
administration, according to a trade industry report. The nation’s power sector is expected to
add about 60 gigawatts of solar, battery storage and wind capacity in 2026, the American Clean
Power (ACP) Association said in its annual market assessment published on Tuesday. That is up
20 per cent from over 50...

• Leading by example or showmanship? Singapore politicians’ train rides split opinion 
(2026-04-28 12:57)

Social media posts of Singapore politicians taking public transport amid the global energy crisis
have divided public opinion online, with some users hailing the move as leading by example
while others call it showmanship. Cabinet ministers, members of parliament and even a retired
defence minister have followed with their own public transport posts after Deputy Prime
Minister Gan Kim Yong urged Singaporeans in an April 7 ministerial statement in parliament to
take public transport as part of...

• Hong Kong police arrest man after fire inside sports store injures staff member 
(2026-04-28 12:45)

A man has been arrested on suspicion of setting fire to clothing inside a Decathlon store in
Hong Kong, injuring a shop worker who tried to put out the flames. Police said the incident was
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reported at about 3pm at the Telford Plaza store on Wai Yip Street in Kowloon Bay, where
thesuspect allegedly set fire to some shirts before fleeing. A 22-year-old male staff
membersuffered slight burns to his hands while trying to extinguish the flames and was taken
to UnitedChristian Hospital in Kwun...

• Chinese industrial robot maker Inovance joins Hong Kong IPO queue (2026-04-28 12:30)

Chinese industrial robot maker Shenzhen Inovance Technology submitted an initial public
offering (IPO) application in Hong Kong on Tuesday, joining a wave of mainland tech firms
seeking capital from international investors. Founded in 2003, Inovance is seen as a
cornerstone of China’s industrial automation sector. The company’s shares, listed on the
Shenzhen Stock Exchange since 2010, closed at 61.36 yuan on Tuesday, giving it a market
capitalisation of nearly 175.3 billion yuan (US$25.6...

• China orders maritime security research as Strait of Hormuz crisis exposes trade risks 
(2026-04-28 12:30)

China is stepping up efforts to secure critical sea lanes and protect its overseas assets, as crises
at maritime chokepoints – including the Strait of Hormuz – expose growing vulnerabilities in
global trade. In response, Beijing has tasked leading industrial enterprises and academic
institutions with spearheading research to safeguard strategic trade corridors and overseas port
holdings, amid escalating geopolitical tensions linked to the US-Israeli war in Iran and legal
disputes over Panama...

• Facing US and Chinese pressure, the EU must forge its own strategy (2026-04-28 12:30)

Writing in Foreign Affairs, Tsinghua University’s Da Wei argued that China wants Europe to
function as an independent pole in a changing global order, but that Europe lacks “a more
independent soul”. He is half right. Europe has the assets for independence. What it lacks is
the strategy. Europe and the United States face the same rival but carry different exposures.
Since 2018, the US has cut its direct imports from China. Europe’s have grown harder to
unwind. What appears to be decoupling is...

• China testing truck-mounted nuclear reactor that could power AI data centre (2026-04-28 
12:10)

China is testing a prototype nuclear reactor that can be carried on a truck, according to a
leading scientist. He described the reactor, which has been in development for several years, as
the “world’s first 10-megawatt vehicle-mounted nuclear power unit” and said the team
behind it was now seeking opportunities to put it to use. This output would be enough to power
a medium-sized AI data centre. “The ‘nuclear power bank’ we proposed exemplifies the
new generation of nuclear energy systems,” Wu...

• Greece man, 89, arrested after Athens shooting injures 5 people (2026-04-28 12:05)
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An 89-year-old man armed with a hunting rifle opened fire inside a Greek social security office
in Athens on Tuesday, wounding an employee in the leg, authorities said. The suspect then
carried out a second shooting at a courthouse in the city, leaving four more people lightly
injured. The attack was reportedly sparked by problems with the man’s pension payments. He
was arrested a few hours after the shootings in the port city of Patras, state broadcaster ERT
reported. Earlier, local media...

• Is it wrong to show Taiwan army officers a film about KMT forces fighting Japan in WWII? 
(2026-04-28 12:00)

A Taiwanese army officer has been punished for screening The Eight Hundred, a mainland
Chinese war film depicting Kuomintang (KMT) forces fighting Japanese troops during World War
II. The punishment has triggered a political row on the island over Beijing’s state-led
messaging to sway opinions in Taiwan as well as historical interpretation and military education
on the island. The controversy emerged after ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
lawmaker Wang Ting-yu revealed during a...

• North Korea’s executions for watching K-dramas, foreign content surge during Covid-19: 
report (2026-04-28 11:45)

When people were told to stay home during the Covid-19 pandemic, watching K-dramas
became a solace for fans of South Korea’s best-known export around the world. But for North
Koreans, it spelled death. A report released by North Korea-focused human rights organisation
Transition Justice Working Group (TJWG) on Tuesday showed that the number of people
executed for consuming South Korean cultural content – such as K-dramas, films and K-pop –
and religious practices surged by 250 per cent after...

• BYD, China’s EV king, posts a 55% slump in first-quarter profit (2026-04-28 11:44)

BYD’s first-quarter net profit matched market estimates as China’s electric vehicle (EV) king
partly offset weakness in its domestic market with rising exports. The mainland’s largest and
most profitable EV maker reported a net profit of nearly 4.09 billion yuan (US$590 million) for
the first three months of the year, a drop of 55 per cent compared with a year earlier. Revenue
came in at 150.2 billion yuan, down 11.8 per cent from a year earlier. The market’s consensus
estimate was 4.09 billion...

• Ukrainian drone attack on Russian oil refinery causes major fire, officials say (2026-04-28 
11:35)

A Ukrainian drone attack has caused a “large-scale fire” at ‌Russia’s Tuapse oil refinery on
the Black Sea, forcing the evacuation of nearby buildings, local officials said on Tuesday. The
Rosneft-owned refinery delivers oil products mainly for exports but operations have been
halted since April 16 following an earlier drone attack, industry sources said. Ukraine did not
immediately comment �on the reports. Kyiv has stepped up strikes on Russia since March, with
‌US-brokered talks on the war in...
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• Homeowner at Redhill Peninsula fined nearly HK$1 million for illegal structures 
(2026-04-28 11:01)

A Hong Kong court has fined the owner of a luxury home at Redhill Peninsula nearly HK$1
million (US$173,938), the harshest penalty to date for illegal structures discovered during a
government inspection at the seaside estate three years ago. Magistrate Tobias Cheng
Yun-chung handed down a HK$980,000 fine on Tuesday on Future Ocean, which has owned No
74 at Redhill Peninsula in Tai Tam since 2006. Deborah Yuen Wai-ming is listed as the
company’s director, and she lives in the house with her...

• Why Moody’s has raised China’s credit outlook amid Iran war shocks (2026-04-28 
11:00)

A leading ratings agency that previously expressed concerns about China’s local debt woes
has cast a vote of confidence in the world’s second-largest economy, raising the country’s
sovereign credit outlook to “stable” from “negative”. This week’s move by Moody’s
Ratings was closely watched, as energy shocks from the US-Israel war in Iran have exacerbated
concerns about the global economy’s trajectory. The agency had dropped China’s sovereign
rating from Aa3 to A1 in 2017, its first downgrade for...

• Energy security comes first for Indonesia as it defies EU over Russian oil (2026-04-28 11:00)

Jakarta’s move to press on with importing 150 million barrels of Russian oil despite latest EU
sanctions against an Indonesian port underscores a growing divide between Western efforts to
isolate Moscow and Asia’s push for energy security. On Thursday, the European Commission
announced its 20th package of sanctions against Russia, which includes Indonesia’s Karimun
Oil Terminal for its “connections with the shadow fleet and circumvention of the oil price
cap”. The sanction on Karimun, located in...

• DeepSeek mystery: who is speaking for start-up as CEO Liang Wenfeng remains out of 
sight? (2026-04-28 11:00)

The potential emergence of a new DeepSeek spokesman has sparked intrigue as speculation
over the whereabouts of founder and CEO Liang Wenfeng continues, more than a year after his
last public appearance. While the Hangzhou start-up’s latest V4 model did not make the same
waves as its breakout moment a year earlier, the much-anticipated release still grabbed
headlines through a collaboration with domestic tech giant Huawei Technologies and its
remarkably low prices. For the traditionally...

• China upgrades maritime rescue range and depth as ambitions on high seas expand 
(2026-04-28 11:00)

China’s maritime rescue authorities have expanded their ability to carry out deep sea search
and rescue operations beyond 4,000 metres (13,100 feet), according to state media. People’s
Daily, the Communist Party mouthpiece, credited the development of hi-tech equipment for the
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shift, which it described as “marking the formal transition of China’s transport rescue
andsalvage forces” to being able to carry out practical operations at such depths. The
NanhaiRescue Bureau, the body responsible for...

• Hong Kong urged to shift focus from tourist numbers to increasing spending (2026-04-28 
10:58)

Researchers have urged Hong Kong to shift its focus from boosting visitor numbers to
increasing tourist spending, as mainland Chinese arrivals rebound but adopt more selective
consumption habits. Preliminary findings from a joint study by Polytechnic University and
consultancy Think China, released on Tuesday, show mainland visitor arrivals have recovered to
about 88 per cent of pre-pandemic levels in 2018. However, high-income travellers are spending
less and becoming more...

• Austria Islamic State man admits plot on Taylor Swift concert in Vienna (2026-04-28 10:50)

A man accused of pledging allegiance to Islamic State group and plotting to attack one of
superstar singer Taylor Swift’s concerts in Vienna nearly two years ago pleaded guilty as his
trial began on Tuesday, Austrian media reported. The plot was thwarted, but Austrian
authorities still cancelled Swift’s three performances in August 2024. The singer’s fans,
known as Swifties, who had flown to Austria from across the globe to attend a performance of
her record-setting Eras Tour were devastated,...

• Hong Kong’s ICAC charges police superintendent over HK$1 million bribe, misconduct 
(2026-04-28 10:09)

Hong Kong’s anti-corruption watchdog has charged a police superintendent over allegedly
accepting a HK$1 million (US$127,599) bribe from a businessman, disclosing internal
information and arranging for his younger brother to act as a scapegoat in speeding cases. The
Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) on Tuesday revealed the charges against
Leung Ka-man, 52, as well as his girlfriend and younger brother. According to the commission,
Leung faces four charges: conspiracy for a public...

• India, New Zealand boost trade diversification with ‘forward-looking’ pact (2026-04-28 
10:00)

A free-trade agreement signed between India and New Zealand has marked yet another
regional push towards diversification and away from overdependence on major powers. The
deal, which comes after 15 years of on-and-off negotiations, gained urgency in recent weeks as
Indian exporters contend with the closure of the Strait of Hormuz and steep American tariffs
that have rattled supply chains. New Zealand, for its part, has been pursuing a strategy to
reduce dependence on China, its largest trading...

• Need for speed: China’s EV, battery makers race to cut charging times to under 10 
minutes (2026-04-28 10:00)
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Battery makers and electric vehicle (EV) manufacturers have seized on the Beijing Auto Show to
showcase technologies promising shorter charging times in a race triggered by BYD and
Contemporary Amperex Technology Ltd (CATL). Fast-charging technology has dominated the
floor at the 10-day event which runs until May 3. Second-tier Chinese battery suppliers including
CALB Group, EVE Energy and Sunwoda unveiled products capable of boosting power to 70 per
cent, from a starting point of 10 per cent,...

• Chinese man supports 6 siblings while parents want more kids, say it boosts chance of 
success (2026-04-28 10:00)

A 21-year-old man from central China, whose greatest wish is for his parents to stop having
more children, sells pork to support his six younger siblings. In April, Sun Pan, from Shaoyang in
Hunan province, captured national attention for shouldering family responsibilities as the eldest
son. According to the mainland media outlet Jimu News, his 18-year-old second sister suffered a
childhood fall that disabled her right arm and his youngest brother, born this year, was
diagnosed with Down...

• Survivors describe chaos, blood and twisted metal after Indonesia train crash kills 15 
(2026-04-28 09:33)

Herman Susanto and Dwi Aksan were heading from Indonesia’s capital Jakarta to the satellite
city of Cikarang after a long day at work on Monday when disaster struck. Susanto, the head of
the Indonesian Workers’ Federation, and his colleague, Aksan, were in the third carriage of a
commuter train crammed with workers going home at around 9pm when it stopped to let
passengers alight at Bekasi Timur station. The two men had hoped to rest before they reached
their final stop, but instead, they found...

• Foreign forces promoting ‘lying flat’ to undermine China’s economy: top anti-spy 
agency (2026-04-28 09:00)

Foreign forces are using social media to spread the notion that young Chinese people should be
“lying flat” and not working hard as they seek to undermine China’s development, the
country’s top anti-espionage agency has warned. The Ministry of State Security cautioned that
anti-China forces were trying to magnify social anxiety by continuously “promoting negative
notions” that effort was futile and hard work made no gain. The intention was to “erode the
spirit of perseverance among China’s youth...

• Hong Kong exports surge 35.8% in March, sharpest rise in over 5 years (2026-04-28 08:56)

Hong Kong’s exports rose by nearly 36 per cent year on year in March – the sharpest rate in
more than five years – backed by what authorities described as “strong global demand” for
AI-related electronic products and outpacing last month’s growth despite trade disruptions.
According to the Census and Statistics Department, the total value of exports of goods rose by
35.8 per cent to HK$618.4 billion (US$78.9 billion) in March compared with the same month in
2025. Imports rose by 41.2 per cent to...
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• HKU launches School of Governance and Policy to foster global policy dialogue 
(2026-04-28 08:33)

[The content of this article has been produced by our advertising partner.] Amid ongoing
geopolitical tensions and fractured international relations, the University of Hong Kong (HKU)
has launched a new School of Governance and Policy (SGP) that aims to foster dialogue and
train a new generation of policymakers. The interdisciplinary school stands out by convening a
powerful convergence of global intellectual leadership and cross-disciplinary expertise. By
integrating the strengths of the Social...

• Hong Kong insurers’ health in jeopardy as medical claims could double in decade 
(2026-04-28 08:24)

Medical claims paid by Hong Kong insurers could double within a decade, a study has warned,
raising concerns over the sector’s sustainability. The findings, released on Tuesday, showed
total medical claims in the city rose by more than 60 per cent between 2019 and 2023, driven
largely by a surge in inpatient bills, especially for day procedures. “If such an increase
continues at the same rate, it will raise serious concerns about the affordability of private health
insurance for both employers...

• Why Asean cooperation remains primary shield against Malacca Strait tolls (2026-04-28 
07:58)

Iran’s closure of the Strait of Hormuz in the Middle East has turned the spotlight on a strategic
waterway thousands of miles away in Southeast Asia, with littoral states having different ideas
on how to control their stake. Indonesian officials last week flirted with the idea of imposing
tolls for passing vessels in the Strait of Malacca. Malaysia and Singapore, however, have insisted
that navigation in the vital corridor remains free. The likelihood of tolls in the strait is low
thanks to...

• South Korean court increases Kim Keon-hee’s corruption sentence to 4 years 
(2026-04-28 07:54)

South Korea’s former First Lady Kim Keon-hee was sentenced on Tuesday to four years ‌in
prison for stock manipulation and bribery, after an appeal court increased her earlier sentence.
The court said that Kim had participated in manipulating the price of a thinly traded Korean
stock with multiple traders, reversing a lower court’s ruling that acquitted her of the charge. It
also found that she accepted two Chanel bags and a Graff necklace, worth around 80 million
�won (US$54,257) in total, from...

• Brokerage clerk admits helping syndicate defraud employer of HK$31 million (2026-04-28 
07:41)

An accounting clerk has admitted to helping a fraud syndicate withdraw HK$31 million (US$4
million) from a Hong Kong brokerage five years ago after being told she was under investigation
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by Beijing’s national security arm in the city. The High Court on Tuesday convicted
WongPui-shan of 10 counts of money laundering after she confessed to authorising 10
illicittransactions at the behest of an impostor she believed was from the Office for
SafeguardingNational Security of the Central People’s...

• China’s thalassaemia jab raises hope for common inherited blood disorder (2026-04-28 
07:31)

Thalassaemia is the world’s most common genetic blood disorder. China currently has 30
million thalassaemia gene carriers, while the global total reaches 350 million. Patient with
severe thalassaemia could confront a stark reality: regular blood transfusions, potential organ
transplants, and even the risk of premature death. If two carriers of the gene marry, their
children have a 25 per cent chance of developing the disease. China’s latest original therapy,
which integrates gene editing and...

• Hong Kong launches consultation on Keeta’s proposal over competition concerns 
(2026-04-28 07:11)

Hong Kong’s competition watchdog has launched a public consultation on food delivery
platform Keeta’s proposed measures to ensure a fair market environment, after previously
raising concerns about its exclusivity clauses. The Competition Commission said on Tuesday
that it had begun consulting on three commitments offered by Keeta under Section 60 of the
Competition Ordinance, which would become legally binding if accepted. The commission noted
that the platform had confirmed earlier this month...

• Un-sanctioned: China to welcome Dutch trade minister amid Nexperia, ASML discord 
(2026-04-28 06:57)

China has cleared the way for a landmark visit by the Dutch trade minister – signalled by
Beijing’s quiet removal of long-held sanctions on the official – at a time when their bilateral
relations need some attention, according to people familiar with the matter. Beijing has agreed
to host Sjoerd Sjoerdsma for a visit and has removed him from the sanction list, a source said,
speaking on condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue. “No date is fixed
yet [between Beijing and The...

• Unstable weather in week ahead, with heavy showers on Wednesday as temperatures 
drop (2026-04-28 06:18)

This story has been made freely available as a public service to our readers. Please consider
supporting SCMP’s journalism by subscribing. Hong Kong is bracing for a sharp change in
weather as a cold front and upper-air disturbances are set to bring heavy showers on
Wednesday, followed by a sharp drop in temperature to as low as 20 degrees Celsius (68
Fahrenheit) on Thursday. The Observatory said on Tuesday that showers would be “heavier at
times” the following day, while a cold front was...
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• Hong Kong Disneyland profit drops 36% to HK$536 million as costs rise, visitors fall 
(2026-04-28 06:11)

Hong Kong Disneyland Resort posted a 36 per cent drop in net profit to HK$536 million (US$68
million) last year, due to higher costs, increased outbound travel by residents and weather
disruptions, although earnings were the second-highest on record and the theme park is now
debt-free. The Lantau Island theme park on Tuesday reported its results for the financial year
ending last September, with revenue down by 1.35 per cent year on year to HK$8.69 billion and
visitor numbers falling by 2.5 per...

• Vietnamese hiker survives 37-hour ordeal thanks to an unlikely Lunar New Year snack 
(2026-04-28 06:02)

A college student stranded in the mountains of Vietnam reportedly survived for 37 hours on just
Orion Choco Pies. The South Korean snack, already beloved across Vietnam and often
exchanged as a gift during the Lunar New Year, is now drawing attention as a survival essential
in emergencies. According to Vietnamese news outlet VnExpress, Nguyen Tuan Anh, a
19-year-old student at Dai Nam University, had joined friends for a hike on Tam Dao Mountain
north of Hanoi. The group set out from Vinh Ninh...

• Chinese man in his 40s wakes up 40 hours after having no heartbeat following cardiac 
arrest (2026-04-28 06:00)

A Chinese man has miraculously survived after his heart stopped beating for 40 hours, sparking
an online discussion about the latest life-saving medical techniques. The case came to light after
emergency doctor Lu Xiao from the Second Affiliated Hospital of Zhejiang University School of
Medicine posted it on his social media account, which has three million followers. Lu said the
40-year-old man had a cardiac arrest and no heartbeat could be found after several electric
defibrillations. The...

• Philippines’ Sara Duterte hits back against wealth allegations as impeachment looms 
(2026-04-28 05:54)

As impeachment looms, Philippine Vice-President Sara Duterte-Carpio and her spouse are firing
back at allegations of ill-gotten wealth, with the couple’s combative responses seen as damage
control over what critics say will be “smoking gun” evidence to be presented to the Senate. A
handful of lawmakers are expecting the House of Representatives to submit Articles of
Impeachment against Duterte-Carpio to the Senate soon. “I think she will be impeached by the
first week of May. My guess is 160 to...

• Hong Kong breaks ground on third medical school’s interim complex, 7 professors hired 
(2026-04-28 05:54)

A university in Hong Kong that is establishing the city’s third medical school has broken
ground for an interim teaching and research complex, which will be completed in mid-2028 to
welcome the first batch of students. Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST)
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president Nancy Ip Yuk-yu also revealed on Tuesday that the institution had hired seven
clinicalprofessors for the new school, with many others from overseas expressing interest in
joiningthe team. The first intake of 50...

• Hong Kong adds spared Wang Fuk Court block to resettlement plan as most opt to sell 
(2026-04-28 05:45)

Homeowners of the only block spared in the deadly Wang Fuk Court blaze in Tai Po will be
included in the Hong Kong government’s resettlement plan after three-quarters indicated a
preference to sell their flats to authorities, the South China Morning Post has learned. Wang Chi
House, the only one of the estate’s eight blocks left unscathed by the November 26 fire that
killed 168 people and displaced nearly 5,000, was originally excluded from the government’s
long-term resettlement proposals...

• China’s Politburo steps up response as Iran war shocks reverberate around world 
(2026-04-28 05:38)

China has vowed to take a holistic approach in responding to external shocks and safeguarding
the country’s energy security, as fallout from the US-Israel war on Iran continues to spread
across the global economy. After a meeting of the country’s Politburo – a major
decision-making body of the ruling Communist Party led by President Xi Jinping – that ended on
Tuesday, the country’s top leadership pledged to push forward with new water, power and
computing infrastructure projects, while...

• Asean’s natural leader, Bali on edge over Japanese earthquake: 7 Asia highlights 
(2026-04-28 05:18)

We have selected seven stories from the SCMP’s coverage of Asia over the past week that
resonated with our readers and shed light on topical issues. If you would like to see more of our
reporting, please consider subscribing. 1. Why Indonesia is ceding its role as Asean’s natural
leader to Singapore 2. Why Japan’s earthquake has Bali on edge over magnitude 9
‘megathrust’ risk 3. 3 killed in Japanese Type 10 tank blast that has military baffled 4. This
retiree in the Philippines downloaded an...

• Mexico captures top cartel leader ‘El Jardinero’ hiding in roadside ditch (2026-04-28 
05:13)

The Jalisco New Generation Cartel, Mexico’s most powerful criminal enterprise, suffered
another blow on Monday when the Mexican military captured one of its top leaders in the
northwest of the country, two months after the cartel’s leader was killed. Audias Flores Silva,
also known as “El Jardinero”, or The Gardener, was seen as a possible successor to the killed
leader and the United States had a US$5 million reward out for information leading to his
arrest. The CJNG regional commander was...
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• Hong Kong home prices rise higher in March as rents peak for a fifth month straight 
(2026-04-28 04:38)

Hong Kong’s lived-in home prices rose 1.4 per cent in March, bringing the first-quarter
increase to an accelerated pace of 4.4 per cent, according to the latest official data, indicating
the property market’s resilience despite uncertainties brought about by the US-Israel war on
Iran. The monthly increase was slower than February’s 1.8 per cent, but 2026’s first-quarter
rise was faster than the 2.11 per cent growth in the fourth quarter of 2025. The city’s rental
prices also extended their...

• Pricier than gold: why thieves in Malaysia want your car’s catalytic converter (2026-04-28 
04:36)

Catalytic converter theft is rising across Malaysia amid strong demand for rare metals used in
automotive emission systems. Most of these thefts were reported to have occurred in
residential areas, public car parks and transit hubs. Vehicles left unattended, especially
overnight, are among the most vulnerable. A senior manager at a car service centre said thieves
were targeting catalytic converters, which are components beneath the car along the exhaust
system, because they contain rare,...

• Ashes to assets: calls to turn HK$30 billion waste facility into tourism, education hub 
(2026-04-28 04:31)

Hong Kong authorities should turn a new HK$30 billion (US$3.8 billion) municipal waste
incinerator in Tuen Mun into a tourist attraction and an education hub for eco-protection,
lawmakers have said. Their remarks on Tuesday followed the government’s application to the
Legislative Council for HK$29.2 billion to build the planned Integrated Waste Management
Facilities Phase 2, or I·PARK2, with costs about 20 per cent lower than the earlier HK$35.7 billion
estimate. Samuel Chui Ho-kwong, director...

• Nobel laureate biochemist Hartmut Michel joins Jilin University in China (2026-04-28 04:00)

German biochemist and Nobel laureate Hartmut Michel has taken up a full-time position as a
professor at Jilin University in Changchun, northeastern China, according to the university. The
77-year-old – who shared the 1988 Nobel Prize in Chemistry for revealing how photosynthesis
works at the molecular level – will join the university’s First Hospital as “a flagship hire under
its talent recruitment strategy”, the university said in a statement last week. It said Michel told
the university’s...

• Malay parties unite in Malaysia’s Negeri Sembilan in test of Anwar’s fragile alliance 
(2026-04-28 03:41)

Malaysia’s Negeri Sembilan state was pushed deeper into crisis after Barisan Nasional (BN), a
key ally in Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s coalition government, declared it had secured a
simple majority to form a new state administration with the opposition. The move turns an
extraordinary palace dispute into the sharpest state-level test yet of Anwar’s fragile ruling
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alliance, ahead of a national poll due in less than two years. BN, the former ruling coalition
ledby Umno that ruled Malaysia for...

• Southeast Asia’s office workers reel from energy-saving drive, heatwave (2026-04-28 
02:57)

A heatwave sweeping across Southeast Asia is making offices even warmer, as workers continue
to adjust to energy-saving measures put in place by governments due to the war in Iran. Many
countries have imposed temperature controls at government workplaces since the war began,
among other measures to conserve energy. As the prolonged shutdown of the Strait of Hormuz
drains energy reserves, relief does not look to be coming any time soon, with parts of the region
set to bake in abnormally hot...

• 2 tourists arrested after hotpot night turns violent at Hong Kong serviced apartment 
(2026-04-28 02:48)

Hong Kong police have arrested two tourists after an alleged violent fight in a serviced
apartment that left both with facial injuries. A source said on Tuesday that the force was alerted
to the incident at K11 Artus at 11.47pm the previous day, after an argument over “trivial
matters” between a Malaysian man and a mainland Chinese woman spiralled into a physical
brawl. The pair were visiting Hong Kong for sightseeing and met while shopping at K11 Musea
early on Monday, according to the...

• As Hong Kong recalibrates, the blue economy offers an anchor (2026-04-28 01:30)

Last month, Hong Kong completed its first green methanol bunkering operation, a significant
step in its efforts to support the decarbonisation of global shipping. As the maritime industry
accelerates its transition towards cleaner fuels, this milestone signals Hong Kong’s intent to
remain relevant. The global blue economy, defined as the sustainable use of ocean resources
for economic growth and environmental health, is gaining urgency. No longer confined to
environmental discussions, it is...

• Pentagon mulls plan to outsource warship design and building to South Korea, Japan 
(2026-04-28 01:02)

The Pentagon is considering outsourcing warship design and building to South Korea and Japan
with a proposed US$1.85 billion feasibility study into the project, according to US media reports.
The study – included in the 2027 budget – will look at the feasibility of adopting or co-producing
advanced hulls such as Japan’s Mogami-class and South Korea’s Daegu-class frigates to
supplement the US Navy’s overstretched production lines, USNI News reported on Friday. If
the plan goes ahead it will be...

• China pandas rise from unknown status to become palace pets, then national symbols, 
treasures (2026-04-28 01:00)
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Once a neglected figure in ancient China’s folklore, literature and artefacts, the panda has
become a national treasure and a defining symbol of the modern nation. How did this
black-and-white creature, long overlooked, come to occupy such an iconic place in a country’s
cultural imagination? Palaeontologists have discovered panda fossils across China, some dating
back eight to nine million years. According to early human scholar Wei Guangbiao, many of
these ancient specimens show butchery...

• Will Asean’s scramble for Russian oil fuel shift in regional alliances? (2026-04-28 00:00)

Across Southeast Asia, governments are seeking Russian oil and gas to ease fuel shortages
triggered by the continuing chokehold on the Strait of Hormuz, a crisis that has sent energy
prices higher and forced import-dependent countries to look beyond their usual suppliers. But
analysts say the scramble for Russian fuel also raises a bigger question for the region: whether
Moscow can turn a short-term role as an emergency energy supplier into longer-term influence
there. Member states of the...

• China faces a France-sized demographic loss that threatens coastal growth: analysts 
(2026-04-28 00:00)

China’s population is projected to fall by about 60 million over the next decade, threatening
economic activity in wealthier coastal provinces and putting growing pressure on the public
pension system, according to recent analyst reports. Research firm Rhodium Group estimated
that the world’s second-most populous country, after India, could lose the equivalent of
nearly France’s entire population over the coming 10 years. In a nation of 1.41 billion people,
a decline of this scale would weigh on...

• Trump’s Golden Dome aimed at combating China’s ‘hypersonic weapons, cruise 
missiles’ (2026-04-27 23:28)

The United States has “no defence against hypersonic weapons or cruise missiles”, a senior
Pentagon official told Congress on Monday, as US President Donald Trump’s US$185 billion
Golden Dome missile shield faces continued scepticism. “The Golden Dome will strengthen
deterrence by denying adversaries the ability to achieve their objectives through coercion or
aggression,” Marc Berkowitz, the assistant secretary of defence for missile defence and
deterrence policy, told a Senate hearing on...

• Hong Kong to block off parts of Sharp Island shoreline to protect corals for ‘golden 
week’ (2026-04-27 23:00)

Hong Kong authorities will cordon off parts of the shoreline of Sharp Island in Sai Kung to
protect corals, with 1,000 visitors expected in the area each day during the coming Labour Day
“golden week” holiday. The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department also said on
Monday that 11 officers would patrol the island daily during the holiday, while five marine staff
– two snorkellers and three kayakers – would monitor the sea for any disruptive visitor
behaviour. The department said it...
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• Why experts say trade wins aren’t enough for Xi-Trump summit in May (2026-04-27 
22:00)

The coming summit between Chinese President Xi Jinping and his US counterpart Donald Trump
offers a window to stabilise bilateral ties through trade deals, but former diplomats and
business figures have urged the leaders to move beyond commerce during their talks. At a
forum held by the Centre for China and Globalisation (CCG) in Beijing on Sunday, analysts and
former officials called on the leaders to address issues such as healthcare, climate change,
technological decoupling and AI...

• China’s DeepSeek prices new V4 AI model at 97% below OpenAI’s GPT-5.5 (2026-04-27 
22:00)

DeepSeek has slashed prices on its artificial intelligence models, including its latest V4 which
now costs 97 per cent less than OpenAI products, potentially triggering a price war in the highly
competitive AI market. DeepSeek said on Sunday that it would reduce prices for “input cache
hits” – where previously processed context was reused – for application programming
interface (API) users to one-tenth of the original level, bringing the minimum input cost down to
about US$0.14 per million...

• ‘Looming’ risk of nuclear arms race, UN proliferation meeting hears (2026-04-27 21:41)

Signatories of the landmark nuclear non-proliferation treaty began a meeting on Monday at the
United Nations in New York as fears of a renewed arms race escalate, with atomic powers again
at loggerheads over safeguards. In 2022, during the last review of the treaty considered the
cornerstone of non-proliferation, UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres warned humanity was
“one misunderstanding, one miscalculation away from nuclear annihilation”. On Monday he
warned “the drivers” of nuclear weapons...

• Without diplomacy, deterrence in Asia is a path to escalation (2026-04-27 21:30)

“Balikatan 2026” is meant to reassure allies and deter adversaries. But the military exercise
hosted by the Philippines also reveals a harsher truth: the Indo-Pacific is drifting into a security
logic in which deterrence no longer contains risk but multiplies it. Every move taken in the name
of stability now invites a countermove. Every display of resolve is answered by another. The
result is not equilibrium, but a trap. That is why diplomacy has to return to the centre of
regional strategy...

• Suspect in Washington dinner shooting charged with attempting to assassinate Trump 
(2026-04-27 20:32)

The man accused of opening fire at a Washington dinner attended by Donald Trump was
charged on Monday with attempting to assassinate the US president. Cole Tomas Allen, 31, of
Torrance, California, could face a life sentence if convicted. Allen appeared in Washington
federal court two days after authorities said they foiled an attack at the White House
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Correspondents’ ‌Association Dinner, an annual black-tie gathering of journalists
andpoliticians. Allen’s hands were cuffed behind his back as...

• Man pleads guilty in the 2002 killing of Run-DMC’s Jam Master Jay (2026-04-27 20:04)

Nearly 25 years after rap star Jam Master Jay of Run-DMC was killed, a man admitted in court on
Monday to a role in the shooting that stymied investigators for decades. Jay Bryant pleaded
guilty to a federal murder charge, telling a judge that he helped other people get into a
recording studio to ambush the DJ, born Jason Mizell. “I knew a gun was going to be used to
shoot Jason Mizell,” Bryant told a federal magistrate. “I knew that what I was doing was
wrong and a crime.” Bryant’s admission...

• King Charles arrives in US for trip overshadowed by Iran quarrel and shooting (2026-04-27 
19:23)

Britain’s King Charles and �Queen Camilla arrived in the United States on Monday afternoon
for a four-day trip, welcomed by self-proclaimed royal fan Donald Trump even as the US
president has differed with the British government over the Iran war. The state visit, by far the
most high-profile and consequential of Charles’ reign, marks the 250th anniversary of the US
declaration of independence from British rule, and is the first to the country by a British
‌monarch for two decades. After landing...

• Hezbollah disarmament ‘must happen’, senior Lebanese minister tells US think tank 
(2026-04-27 18:33)

Lebanon’s social affairs minister backed calls for the disarmament of Hezbollah but cautioned
that the process would take time before a “political settlement” could be reached, calling the
group a “community” and not merely a militant organisation. Haneen Sayed told a discussion
on Monday that disarming Hezbollah – an Iran-backed militant group – was a demand of her
government and its people, and that it “must happen”. “Of course, we understand that
implementation is not easy. It’s not instant...

• Trump demands immediate sacking of TV host Jimmy Kimmel over ‘despicable’ joke 
(2026-04-27 18:30)

US �President �Donald Trump said on Monday that Jimmy ‌Kimmel should be immediately
fired by Disney and ABC, �joining his wife ‌Melania Trump in calling ‌out the late-night talk
�show �host for ‌a monologue he delivered ‌before a shooting ‌near a �gathering of journalists
�and politicians over the weekend. Kimmel, in a parody of the White House Correspondents
Dinner that was broadcast last week before the actual event, said: “Mrs Trump you have a
glow like an expectant widow.” Donald Trump said...

• 4 killed and dozens injured in train crash outside Jakarta (2026-04-27 17:54)

Two trains collided outside the Indonesian capital Jakarta late on Monday, killing at least four
people, injuring dozens and prompting a mass evacuation effort, officials said. There were
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chaotic scenes at the Bekasi Timur station some 25km (15 miles) from Jakarta, with
rescuersshouting for oxygen tanks as ambulances stood by in a snaking queue, lights flashing.
AnAgence France-Presse reporter at the scene witnessed people being carried out of the
wreckageand loaded into waiting ambulances as...

• Pope meets first female Archbishop of Canterbury in symbolic Vatican encounter 
(2026-04-27 17:36)

Pope Leo and new Archbishop of Canterbury Sarah Mullally met for the first time on Monday, in
a symbolic encounter at the Vatican in which the leaders of the long-separated Catholic Church
and Church of England exchanged gifts and prayed together. Mullally, the first woman to serve
as spiritual leader of the world’s 85 million Anglicans, was ‌welcomed by Leo, the first US
leader of the world’s 1.4 billion Catholics, into his formal office at the Vatican’s ornate
apostolic palace. The two, who...

• Trump weighs Iran’s ‘red lines’ as Tehran’s top diplomat engages Russia’s Putin 
(2026-04-27 17:18)

Following high-level mediation efforts in Islamabad over the weekend, Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi held face-to-face talks with Russian President Vladimir Putin in St Petersburg on
Monday. The diplomatic surge comes as US President Donald Trump convened his senior
national security team to evaluate a fresh Iranian peace proposal, delivered via Pakistan, aimed
at ending the months-long Middle East crisis and reopening the Strait of Hormuz. The White
House confirmed the proposal called...

• Archaeologists at Pompeii use AI to reveal the face of one of the victims (2026-04-27 17:04)

Archaeologists at the ancient Roman site of Pompeii have used artificial intelligence for the first
time to digitally reconstruct the face of a victim of the AD 79 eruption of Mount Vesuvius that
smothered the city, offering a new way to understand one of history’s most famous natural
disasters. The digital portrait represents an older man who was among two victims discovered
as they attempted to flee the city towards the coast of what is now Italy during the volcanic
eruption. Researchers...

• Bruised by Trump, Nato alliance considers end to annual summits (2026-04-27 16:41)

Nato is considering ending its recent practice of holding annual summits, six sources told
Reuters, a move that could avoid a potentially tense encounter with US President Donald Trump
in his final year in office. Trump’s administration has engaged repeatedly in scathing criticism
of many of the US-led defence alliance’s 31 other members, most recently berating some for
not providing more help to US military operations against Iran. The frequency of Nato ‌summits
has varied over the alliance’s...

• Plane crash in South Sudan kills 14 (2026-04-27 15:23)
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A small plane crashed on Monday in South Sudan near the capital Juba, killing all 13 passengers
and the pilot, local officials said. On top of instability, conflict and poverty, South Sudan also
lacks reliable transport infrastructure with frequent plane crashes attributed to overloading and
bad weather. The plane was a Cessna that departed Juba International Airport at 9.15am local
time and crashed about 20km (12 miles) from the capital with no survivors, the South Sudanese
Civil Aviation...

• Why tougher US visa rules for skilled foreign workers may end in exodus to Asia, Europe 
(2026-04-27 15:00)

Yoyo Yue has spent much of her life navigating the complex US immigration system. The
31-year-old Chinese content creator moved from China to a US boarding school, went to
university, secured an H-1B visa and later a “green card” – a path long considered the “gold
standard” for skilled foreign workers. Now, she said, that path felt far less certain. “The H-1B
path today comes with significant uncertainty, not just around job stability, but also around
long-term prospects,” Yue said. US President...

• UK PM Starmer faces vote on possible parliamentary probe over Mandelson (2026-04-27 
14:41)

Britain’s parliament will vote on Tuesday on a possible inquiry into Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, looking at whether he misled the House of Commons ‌over the appointment of former
US ambassador Peter Mandelson. Any such inquiry could have serious implications for
Starmer’s future. He has so far resisted pressure to quit over his decision to hire Mandelson,
but if found to have knowingly misled parliament his position would likely become untenable.
House of Commons Speaker Lindsay Hoyle said he...

• Alibaba gets approval to spin off warehouse park as Reit in pivot for logistics assets 
(2026-04-27 14:32)

Alibaba Group Holding gained approval from the Hong Kong stock exchange to proceed with a
proposed spin-off of a warehouse park in mainland China, two years after the tech giant
withdrew the listing plan of its logistics arm Cainiao. The e-commerce giant said it could
separate an infrastructure real estate investment trust (Reit) and list it on the Shenzhen Stock
Exchange, with the underlying asset being the Jiaxing Park, a logistics and warehousing
infrastructure hub in eastern China’s Zhejiang...

• 2 months into the Iran war, who holds the upper hand? (2026-04-27 14:08)

Two months after US and Israeli strikes began, their war on Iran has settled into a costly
stalemate. The fighting has paused under a fragile Pakistan-brokered ceasefire, but the Strait of
Hormuz remains blocked, direct talks have collapsed and neither side shows signs of yielding.
Last weekend, Washington’s envoys cancelled their planned trip to the Pakistani capital for
further talks after Tehran declared it would not join negotiations until the US Navy ended its
blockade of Iranian...
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• Optical chipmaker’s profit soars 1,153% on AI demand, China’s tech self-reliance push 
(2026-04-27 14:00)

Chinese optical chipmaker Yuanjie Semiconductor Technology reported an elevenfold surge in
first-quarter profits as domestic firms capitalise on soaring demand for computing power amid
the artificial intelligence boom and the country’s tech self-sufficiency drive. Net profit in the
three months ended March 31 jumped 1,153 per cent year on year to 179 million yuan (US$26.2
million), while revenue grew 321 per cent to 355 million yuan, the Shanghai-listed company said
in a stock-exchange filing on...

• Chinese supercomputers help crack the mystery of Yellowstone’s volcanic plumbing: 
paper (2026-04-27 14:00)

Yellowstone is the world’s largest active volcanic system – its eruptions are hundreds of times
more powerful than Vesuvius’ blast and its ash could blanket half the US. Yet, for decades,
scientists could not agree on what drove its underground magma system. A new finding
detailed by Chinese researchers could settle the dispute. They declared that Yellowstone’s
magma channels were not blasted open by magma forcing its way upwards. Instead, tectonic
forces tore the lithosphere apart first and...

• Fire risks not spotted due to old inspection guidelines, Tai Po blaze inquiry told 
(2026-04-27 13:55)

Government surveyors failed to detect major fire risks at a housing complex destroyed in Hong
Kong’s deadliest inferno in decades because they were following outdated guidelines that did
not require in-person inspections of renovation works, a public inquiry has heard. The
independent committee was told on Monday that illegal alterations to Wang Fuk Court’s
emergency passages during the HK$336 million (US$42.9 million) overhaul of the estate’s
exterior could have been discovered sooner had...

• Bureau defends Hins Cheung mentor role after mainland China online backlash 
(2026-04-27 13:40)

Hong Kong’s Security Bureau has defended its decision to appoint singer Hins Cheung as a
mentor in a “rehabilitation project” for youngsters arrested during the 2019 protests, saying
it welcomes individuals from all backgrounds to share positive life experiences following
criticism from internet users in mainland China. The project, which has been running for two
years, aims to support the rehabilitation of about 7,000 people arrested during the social unrest
but not prosecuted. “[Activities]...

• Chinese robotaxi firms accelerate global roll-outs as cost edge drives expansion 
(2026-04-27 13:30)

Chinese robotaxi firms from Pony AI to WeRide are accelerating global roll-outs of commercial
fleets, leveraging cost competitiveness from the country’s world-leading new energy vehicle
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(NEV) supply chain and improved operational efficiency, company executives have
said.China’s NEV supply chain had helped reduce the total cost of Pony AI’s
upgradedseventh-generation robotaxi – including the base vehicle, battery and autonomous
driving kit –to below 230,000 yuan (US$33,700), making it cheaper...

• China’s CATL touts landmark order in ‘DeepSeek moment’ for sodium-ion batteries 
(2026-04-27 13:16)

Contemporary Amperex Technology Ltd (CATL) has taken a leap forward in commercialising
sodium-ion batteries, signing a large supply contract with an energy-storage system (ESS)
provider amid high demand for power infrastructure after the global oil shock. The world’s
largest electric vehicle (EV) and ESS battery maker announced on Monday that it would deliver
60 gigawatt-hours (GWh) of sodium-ion batteries to Beijing HyperStrong Technology over three
years in a landmark deal for the new battery...

• Elon Musk’s trial against Sam Altman reveals power struggle for OpenAI (2026-04-27 
13:12)

The bitter legal fight between Elon Musk �and the leadingAIe firm, OpenAI, led by Sam Altman,
may come down �to a few pages in one executive’s personal diary. “This is the only chance
we have to get out from Elon,” wrote Greg Brockman, OpenAI’s president and a co-founder,
in the autumn of 2017. “Is he the ‘glorious leader’ that I would pick?” Brockman’s diary
entry is part of the thousands of pages of internal documents revealed in court since Musk, one
of the original co-founders of OpenAI,...

• Guangdong’s rule as China’s GDP king faces an unprecedented threat to the crown 
(2026-04-27 12:30)

The long-standing rivalry between China’s two largest economic heavyweights – with each
boasting a gross domestic product comparable to Group of Seven members Italy and Canada –
reflects the regional dynamism and shifting economic gravity within the world’s
second-biggest economy. Jiangsu has been threatening to end Guangdong’s uninterrupted
reign as China’s largest provincial economy since the late 1980s, and the latest economic data
reveals the gap between the two narrowed further in the first...

• Reopen Strait of Hormuz by reframing Iran’s tolls as reconstruction (2026-04-27 12:30)

The Strait of Hormuz is usually described as a chokepoint. Today, it is more than that. It is the
hinge point between war and peace in the Gulf. Roughly a fifth of the world’s oil and gas trade
passes through this narrow waterway. When it was secure, the global economy barely noticed
it. As soon as it was threatened, prices jumped, shipping costs rose and military tensions spread
beyond the region. Today, the issue is even larger than economics. If the status of the strait is
left unresolved,...
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• Hong Kong proposes bill for unified regulation of new mass transit projects (2026-04-27 
12:28)

Hong Kong plans to table a bill by year-end to standardise regulation of future mass transit
projects, including Kai Tak and East Kowloon, the transport chief has said, as lawmakers raise
concerns over fares and long-term service quality. Secretary for Transport and Logistics Mable
Chan told lawmakers on Monday that the government was pursuing policy innovation by
adopting open tenders for future projects, with the aim of enhancing service quality and
identifying the most effective operators for...

• Taiwan completes US tank deal as final Abrams shipment reaches port (2026-04-27 12:00)

Taiwan has received its final shipment of US-made M1A2T Abrams tanks, completing a
long-delayed order aimed at modernising the island’s ageing armoured forces. Considered
one of the world’s most powerful tanks, the vehicles are expected to bolster the island’s
defence amid rising military pressure from Beijing. The shipment of 28 tanks arrived at the Port
of Taipei over the weekend and was moved overnight under police and military escort to the
army’s Armour Training Command in Hsinchu county’s...

• WuXi AppTec posts record first-quarter revenue on strong global demand (2026-04-27 
11:30)

China’s drug maker WuXi AppTec reported record first-quarter revenue, as a robust order
backlog and sustained demand from global pharmaceutical companies supported growth. For
the three months ended March 31, the Shanghai- and Hong Kong-listed company posted
revenue of 12.44 billion yuan (US$1.72 billion), up 28.81 per cent year on year, according to a
filing released on Monday. Net profit climbed nearly 27 per cent to 4.65 billion yuan in the
quarter. Both revenue and net profit exceeded market...

• Pakistani president seeks to bolster ‘full spectrum’ of ties with China on visit 
(2026-04-27 11:30)

Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari is on a week-long visit to China with a focus on economics
and trade. Zardari arrived in China on Saturday. The Pakistani foreign ministry said he would be
visiting Changsha in the central province of Hunan before heading to Sanya in the southern
island province of Hainan on Tuesday, where he would stay until heading home on Friday.
“During the visit, the president will hold meetings with provincial leadership to review the full
spectrum of Pakistan-China...

• PLA showcases YJ-20 hypersonic missiles as Balikatan drills heat up South China Sea 
(2026-04-27 11:13)

The Chinese military aired footage over the weekend of YJ-20 hypersonic anti-ship missile
launches, as joint US-Philippines-Japan drills heighten tensions in the disputed South China Sea.
China Military Bugle, a social media account run by the People’s Liberation Army, posted a
video on Sunday of the PLA Navy conducting strike tests at sea, including multiple YJ-20
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launches. The post did not specify when and where the missiles were fired. However,
thefootage was released two days after Beijing...

• India, New Zealand sign ‘once-in-a-generation’ free-trade deal (2026-04-27 11:11)

India and New Zealand on Monday signed a free-trade agreement to deepen economic ties and
expand market access, as both countries navigate mounting global trade disruptions. The deal
comes as New Delhi moves to diversify export markets to offset the impact of steep tariffs
imposed by the United States and instability in shipping and energy routes due to the Iran war.
For New Zealand, the agreement is part of a broader push to reduce reliance on China, its
largest trading partner. The agreement...

• Hong Kong police arrest 9 men in joint Asia-wide crackdown on child pornography 
(2026-04-27 11:04)

Hong Kong police have arrested nine men in a crackdown on child pornography linked to a
seven-jurisdiction operation in which more than 300 suspects were detained across Asia. Police
said on Monday the city had joined a coordinated international operation involving Singapore,
Malaysia, Japan, South Korea, Thailand and Brunei, targeting offences related to the production,
distribution and possession of child sexual exploitation material. “Through active intelligence
exchange and investigation, we...

• Japan’s Takaichi faces women-led backlash over constitution reform push, arms build-up 
(2026-04-27 11:02)

Japan’s first female prime minister is facing a growing backlash from women new to political
activism, as alarm spreads over her government’s push to revise the country’s pacifist
constitution and expand its role in arms exports. The women are part of a protest wave that has
grown from a few thousand people in late February to tens of thousands outside the National
Diet in Tokyo, where demonstrators have rallied against constitutional revision, weapons
exports and what they see as Japan’s drift...

• Territorial integrity is ‘red line’ for Europe, Finland warns after US Greenland threats 
(2026-04-27 11:00)

Europe’s territorial integrity is a “red line” in Finland’s relations with the United States and
other powers, according to Foreign Minister Elina Valtonen. “I can only say that certainly
territorial integrity is the red line. “We defend the UN Charter, the territorial integrity of
nations and sovereignty, and if need be, then we have to react through the means which we
have at hand,” she told the South China Morning Post when asked about Greenland. Donald
Trump seriously damaged relations with...

• Prison officer admits brutal assault on inmate after baby powder bingo game (2026-04-27 
10:42)
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A former Hong Kong prison officer has admitted severely wounding an inmate by repeatedly
thrusting a stick into the man’s rectum after being sprinkled with baby powder during a game.
Tam Lik-chung, an ex-assistant officer in the Correctional Services Department, pleaded guilty in
the District Court on Monday along with an inmate, Ho Lik-wun, who had helped hold down the
victim. Tam, 33, had been overseeing young inmates at Pik Uk Prison in Sai Kung at the time of
the assault in December...

• French teen in Singapore faces jail for licking and returning vending machine straw 
(2026-04-27 10:37)

A French teenager has been charged with mischief and public nuisance in Singapore for licking
a straw and putting it back in an orange juice vending machine, court documents showed on
Monday. Didier Gaspard Owen Maximilien, 18, allegedly filmed himself “licking a straw and
placing it back at the vending machine”, uploaded the video on Instagram knowing that it
“would or would probably cause annoyance to the public”, according to the documents. The
teenager is studying in Singapore, according to...

• Families of Indonesian helpers who died in Tai Po fire struggle to break news to kids 
(2026-04-27 10:09)

Grieving relatives of domestic helpers killed in the Tai Po fire have struggled to break the news
to victims’ children while fending off scammers targeting their compensation from Hong Kong
authorities, according to a workers’ rights advocate after a trip to Indonesia. Esther Tse
Yan-yin, an organiser from the Association for the Rights of Industrial Accident Victims, travelled
to Indonesia in January to visit the immediate relatives of eight helpers who died in the inferno
at Wang Fuk Court...

• China industrial profits hit 6-month high amid Iran war as factory-gate prices rebound 
(2026-04-27 10:00)

Profit growth at China’s industrial firms accelerated to a six-month high in March, as
long-suppressed factory-gate prices turned positive amid disruptions from the Iran war. Total
profits for China’s major industrial enterprises – those with annual revenues greater than 20
million yuan (US$2.93 million) – grew by 15.8 per cent last month, the fastest rate since
September, according to data released by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) on Monday.
Profits in the first quarter reached 1.696...

• History of chilli peppers in China: first used as ornamental plants, later as ‘poor man’s 
spice’ (2026-04-27 10:00)

It is not an exaggeration to say that chilli peppers and spicy food are available on pretty much
every street in China. The pungent, heat-infused foodstuff is so ubiquitous people joke that if a
person does not indulge, they will starve, or at best lose friends, because eating spicy things
fosters social bonding. However, the popular ingredient has only been around in China for a
relatively short time. It first entered the country 400 years ago and people have been eating it
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for about three...

• Sole eatery on Hong Kong’s southernmost island may shut after 50 years in business 
(2026-04-27 09:53)

The sole restaurant on Hong Kong’s southernmost Po Toi Island may close after a half-century
serving visiting hikers and boaters lured by the untouched coastline and placid bays. The owner
of Ming Kee Seafood Restaurant, who gave his surname as Leung, said business had declined
and he might be forced to close at the end of next month if he could not find a partner.
“Running a restaurant is hard work, and I don’t want to continue any more, and the younger
generation is not willing to take over,”...

• Hong Kong marks 85th anniversary of Bruce Lee’s arrival with statue and exhibition 
(2026-04-27 09:46)

An entertainment company and an arts curator have unveiled a life-size statue of late kung fu
legend Bruce Lee at his childhood home in Hong Kong to mark the 85th anniversary of his
arrival in the city. Organisers hmvod and curator Heiman Ng said the statue, unveiled on
Monday, had been permanently installed at the Prudential Centre on Nathan Road, where the
Lee family lived after returning to Hong Kong in 1941 not long after he was born. An exhibition
titled “Bruce Lee: Homecoming – 85th...

• Philippine court order over Marcos’ health raises constitutional question (2026-04-27 
09:30)

Questions over Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jnr’s health, amplified by supporters of
former president Rodrigo Duterte, have reached the Supreme Court, turning a dispute over
presidential fitness into a rare test of constitutional disclosure. On Wednesday, the Supreme
Court gave Marcos 10 days, or until early May, to comment on a petition regarding his state of
health. The court was reacting to an “urgent petition” for a “writ of mandamus” filed by
political allies and supporters of...

• 14 minors among 120 people arrested in operation targeting online sales of drugs 
(2026-04-27 08:27)

Hong Kong police have arrested 120 people, including 14 minors, and seized worth HK$26
million (US$3.31 million) in a month-long operation targeting multiple online sales of illegal
narcotics and related products. Chan Lik-ho, a senior inspector with the force’s narcotics
bureau, said on Monday that 53.7kg (118lbs) of dangerous drugs and Part 1 poisons were seized
during an operation codenamed Amberflock, carried out from March 29 to April 25. He said
there were 74 cases involving 78 male and 42...

• China blocks Meta’s Manus deal after months-long probe, thwarting purchase 
(2026-04-27 08:18)
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Beijing has blocked the proposed purchase by Meta Platforms of artificial intelligence firm
Manus, a start-up that is officially registered in Singapore but developed its products in
mainland China. The National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), the country’s
top economic planner, announced the ruling in a statement on Monday, and asked the parties
involved in the deal to cancel the transaction. Neither Meta nor Manus immediately responded
to requests for comment on Monday. A...

• Beer and BBQ festivals possible under beach scheme to tap private sector operators 
(2026-04-27 07:52)

Hongkongers and visitors could be able to enjoy large-scale events such as beer and barbecue
festivals at three public beaches under a pilot scheme that will allow private-sector operators to
upgrade facilities, a district councillor has suggested, with a top administrator saying fees must
be kept affordable. Director of Leisure and Cultural Services Manda Chan Wing-man told a radio
programme on Monday that the government would not set strict key performance indicators
(KPIs) for commercial...

• China delivers record LNG carrier as shipbuilding rivalry with South Korea intensifies 
(2026-04-27 07:48)

China has delivered its largest-ever liquefied natural gas (LNG) carrier, bringing the number of
domestic shipyards capable of designing and building the advanced vessels to five, as the
country steps up its challenge to South Korea’s dominance in the high-value sector. The
milestone was marked by China Merchants Heavy Industry (Jiangsu), a subsidiary of China
Merchants Group, which delivered the 180,000-cubic-metre (6.36-million cubic-feet) vessel on
Sunday, according to a company press...

• Malaysia’s Najib drops appeal to serve 1MDB-linked prison sentence under house arrest 
(2026-04-27 07:30)

Former Malaysian prime minister Najib Razak has dropped his legal bid to serve the remainder
of his corruption sentence under house arrest, closing off a closely watched appeal tied to his
2024 royal pardon. Najib, 72, is serving a six-year jail sentence in Kajang Prison after his original
12-year term for the misappropriation of 42 million ringgit (US$10.6 million) from SRC
International was halved by the Pardons Board in 2024. SRC International was formerly a unit of
1MDB, the state fund at...

• Lightning strikes kill 14 in a day as seasonal storms hit Bangladesh (2026-04-27 07:26)

At least �14 people �were killed after lightning �strikes hit several parts of Bangladesh,
officials said on Monday, as seasonal thunderstorms swept across the country. The deaths were
‌reported from several districts after sudden storms brought heavy rain and intense lightning on
Sunday. Most of the victims were farmers working in open fields and labourers caught in
�exposed areas, local authorities said. Several other people were ‌injured and taken to nearby
hospitals, with some in critical...
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• Japan’s bathhouses struggle to stay afloat as oil prices spike, supply dwindles 
(2026-04-27 06:49)

Customers of Ikesu Onsen, a traditional Japanese bathhouse in Tsushima in Aichi prefecture,
have had to delay their daily dips due to the Iran war. The sento, or public bathhouse, has been
forced to push back its opening time by an hour since late March because of an unstable supply
of fuel oil, according to Kyodo. Monthly delivery has been halved from about a tonne, leading
the number of customers of the family-run 97-year-old sento to fall to around 10 per day.
“It’s a major blow,” its...

• Sri Lanka arrests 22 monks with US$3.5 million worth of cannabis in record haul 
(2026-04-27 06:46)

Twenty-two Sri Lankan monks returning from Thailand were arrested on Sunday at the main
international airport with 110kg (242lbs) of powerful cannabis, officials said. A Sri Lanka
Customs spokesman said the group, returning home after a four-day holiday in the Thai capital,
had kush – a potent, plant-based strain of cannabis – hidden in their luggage. “Each carried
about five kilos of the narcotic concealed within false walls in their luggage,” the spokesman
said, adding that the monks had been...

• Washington hotel shooting exposes gaps in security protocols for Trump and other VIPs 
(2026-04-27 06:32)

US law enforcement officials are reassessing security arrangements after �a gunman opened
fire near the White House Correspondents’ Association dinner, raising questions about �how
he was able to get so close to an event attended by President Donald Trump, cabinet members
and lawmakers. Two former Secret Service agents and three senior US officials told Reuters on
Sunday that federal agents appeared to carry out their plan to protect the president effectively
on Saturday night, stopping the...

• North Korea, Russia boost anti-West ‘powerful bulwark’ as Ukraine war drags on 
(2026-04-27 06:13)

North Korea and Russia are moving to consolidate their military ties at a time of deepening
global instability, with both sides using the Ukraine war as a symbol of their unwavering
alliance. Sunday’s unveiling of a memorial museum in Pyongyang for North Korean soldiers
killed in the war was also aimed at showing the two countries were in lockstep over their
anti-West stance, according to observers. The partnership stemmed from their converging
needs – Russia’s demand for manpower and materiel,...

• Everest climbers left hanging after giant ice chunk blocks path to summit (2026-04-27 
06:05)

A large ice chunk is blocking the climbing route to Everest’s summit, risking delays in the
summit season at the world’s highest peak, according to officials. A team of highly skilled
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mountaineers, known in Nepal as “icefall doctors”, began fixing ropes and ladders on
MountEverest last month to prepare for the coming spring climbing season. But a dangerous
serac – ablock of glacial ice – above the already treacherous Khumbu icefall has disrupted their
work fornearly two weeks. “We are waiting...

• China old folk custom sacrificed young women to become ‘Cave God’ brides who 
starved to death (2026-04-27 06:00)

In a tragic and mysterious ancient custom in China, unmarried girls were chosen as brides by a
legendary “Cave God” and sent to live in caves, where they would fast to death as a form of
sacrifice. The practice, known as Luo Hua Dong Nv is a folk legend from the Miao communities
in Xiangxi, located in western Hunan province in southern China. It is an ancient practice which
no longer exists and its origins are unclear. The custom has been described as a “marriage
between humans and deities” and...

• Malaysian state in crisis after Umno pulls support for chief minister in royal row 
(2026-04-27 05:39)

The ruling administration of Malaysia’s Negeri Sembilan state is at the brink of collapse after a
key ally withdrew support on Monday in a spat that has shone the spotlight on increasingly
fragile ties within Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s coalition government. Anwar has been
facing growing pushback from allies and critics alike in recent months, ahead of national polls
due in less than two years. Parties across the aisle are doubling down on contentious issues to
bolster support from their...

• China-Japan tensions a boon to Hong Kong tourism for ‘golden week’, expert says 
(2026-04-27 04:33)

The appreciating yuan and ongoing Sino-Japanese tensions have given Hong Kong tourism a
boost ahead of mainland China’s Labour Day “golden week” holiday, with hotel prices rising
by as much as 8 per cent, an industry representative has said. Lawmaker Alan Chan Chung-yee,
who is also the chief operating officer of Miramar Group, expressed optimism on Monday that
the city would welcome more mainland tourists originally heading to other parts of East Asia
during the country’s coming long holiday,...

• Indonesian migrant smugglers target Malaysia entry via Singapore, Thailand (2026-04-27 
04:30)

Malaysian immigration authorities say they have uncovered an Indonesian migrant-smuggling
syndicate that moved people from sea crossings to a more elaborate route through Singapore
and southern Thailand. The raid, carried out before dawn on Saturday at two major transport
terminals in Kuala Lumpur, led to the arrest of 11 Indonesians, including a suspected
transporter, and the seizure of a Mazda CX-5 believed to have been used to move migrants to
their next stop. Immigration director general...
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• DJI-Insta360 rivalry, nuclear hint for China’s next carrier: 5 weekend reads you missed 
(2026-04-27 04:28)

We have put together stories from our coverage last weekend to help you stay informed about
news across Asia and beyond. If you would like to see more of our reporting, please consider
subscribing. 1. As DJI duels Insta360, China sharpens global hardware edge amid US scrutiny 2.
Did China just hint that its next aircraft carrier will be nuclear-powered? 3. Reverend Derek Li,
father of injured Hong Kong Mirror dancer Mo Li, dies 4. 3 killed in Japanese Type 10 tank blast
that has military...

• China unveils ultra-cheap ‘all-iron flow battery’ for renewable energy storage 
(2026-04-27 03:59)

Chinese scientists have achieved a breakthrough in “all-iron flow battery” technology that
could sharply reduce the cost of storing renewable energy while significantly extending battery
lifespan. Lithium costs over 80 times more than iron as a raw industrial material at present. An
iron battery may offer a potential solution to one of the biggest bottlenecks in the global energy
transition, according to the researchers. A team from the Institute of Metal Research under the
Chinese Academy of...

• Netanyahu’s biggest rivals join forces for Israel’s coming election (2026-04-27 03:55)

Two of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s most formidable political rivals said on
Sunday they were joining forces in a bid to oust his coalition government in the coming election
expected later this year. The former prime ministers - right-wing Naftali Bennett and centrist
Yair Lapid - issued statements announcing the merger of their parties, Bennett 2026 and There
is a Future. “We are standing here together for the sake of our ‌children. The State of Israel
must change direction,”...

• Window blocking ‘inappropriate’ but outside building authority’s remit, Tai Po probe 
told (2026-04-27 03:07)

This story has been made freely available as a public service to our readers. Please consider
supporting SCMP’s journalism by subscribing. An independent committee investigating Hong
Kong’s deadly Wang Fuk Court fire will scrutinise the roles of building and home affairs
authorities on the 20th day of evidential hearings. Four witnesses from the Buildings
Department and the Home Affairs Department are scheduled to give evidence before the
judge-led panel on Monday. The inferno broke out on...

• Thailand to extradite Indonesian man in US$10 million scam targeting Americans 
(2026-04-27 02:07)

Police in Thailand have arrested an Indonesian who allegedly defrauded Americans of about
US$10 million, Thai authorities say, adding that they will extradite him to the United States. The
33-year-old Indonesian man was arrested on Friday at a luxury resort in the coastal town of
Phuket after a tip-off from the US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Suriya Poungsombat of
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the national immigration police said on Sunday. The FBI had informed Thai authorities that
thesuspect left Dubai and...

• Chinese EVs make inroads in South Korea, one of world’s most competitive auto markets 
(2026-04-27 02:00)

Electric vehicles (EVs) made in China now account for one in every three new registrations in
South Korea, as Tesla’s Shanghai-built models power the surge and Chinese carmakers start to
gain traction. The country’s auto manufacturers have further room to expand, analysts said,
supported by higher fuel prices linked to the US-Israeli war in Iran and looser restrictions than
traditional target markets. Still, tightening subsidy regimes could slow the pace of expansion,
they cautioned. Sales of...

• Lebanon reports bloodiest day since ceasefire as Israel targets Hezbollah (2026-04-27 
01:32)

Lebanon’s health ministry said Israeli strikes on the country’s south on Sunday killed 14
people, the deadliest day since a ceasefire in the Israel-Hezbollah war came into force over a
week ago. It came as Israel and the Iran-backed group traded fresh accusations of breaching
the fragile truce, with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu saying the military was
“vigorously” targeting Hezbollah and the group vowing to keep responding to “violations”.
Israel’s military has carried out repeated strikes...

• North Korea’s Kim vows continued support for Russia at memorial for fallen troops 
(2026-04-27 01:30)

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un said his country would continue to support Russia’s policies
and he discussed the international political situation with Russia’s defence minister, state
media KCNA reported on Monday. A Russian delegation including Defence Minister Andrei
Belousov attended a completion ceremony for a ‌‌memorial honouring North Korean soldiers
killed while fighting in Russia’s Kursk region, where Ukrainian forces staged an incursion in
2024, KCNA said. Russia launched a full-scale...

• Hong Kong’s civil service accountability system will end buck-passing mentality 
(2026-04-27 01:30)

Kudos to the Secretary for the Civil Service Ingrid Yeung Ho Poi-yan for introducing a two-tier
civil service accountability system. This will include giving an independent statutory body, the
Public Service Commission, powers to investigate “widespread, repetitive and systemic”
management problems, while department heads can investigate problems involving
rank-and-file officers. To many, the revamp of the civil service accountability system is long
overdue. Chief Executive John Lee Ka-chiu has...

• China launches war on Alzheimer’s that may affect 10% of population by 2050 
(2026-04-27 01:00)
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China has launched a comprehensive national campaign against Alzheimer’s, as projections
warn the degenerative brain disease could affect nearly 10 per cent of citizens by 2050. With the
world’s fastest-growing dementia caseload set to sharply grow by mid-century, China is
mobilising top scientific institutions, major biotech firms and dozens of experts to accelerate
the development of original treatments. This urgent initiative aims to avert a looming public
health and economic crisis, driven...

• China city dwellers adopt chickens as pets, treating them like babies, walking them in 
prams (2026-04-27 01:00)

In several first-tier Chinese cities, chickens, which were once confined to the dinner table, are
finding a new role: cherished household companions. On social media, posts and videos about
“pet chickens” have racked up over 3.1 billion views, underscoring how they are reshaping
perceptions of pet culture in urban China. In southeastern China’s Guangdong province, a
local saying goes: “No chicken leaves here alive”, a testament to the region’s love of eating
poultry. Yet one woman, Aguai,...

• ESF reserves reach HK$3.75 billion, even as government subsidies shrink (2026-04-27 
00:30)

The reserves of Hong Kong’s largest international school group have more than tripled to
HK$3.75 billion (US$480.8 million) in over a decade, even as it taps different income sources to
offset shrinking government subsidies, the South China Morning Post has found by reviewing
the organisation’s annual reports. The English Schools Foundation (ESF) also said in its annual
report for the 2024-25 academic year that it expected increased competition for students and it
would modernise its marketing...

• Magnitude 6.2 quake strikes Japan’s Hokkaido, JMA warns of more to come (2026-04-27 
00:20)

A strong earthquake rattled Japan’s northern island of Hokkaido early on Monday, US and
Japanese meteorological agencies reported, the latest in a series of powerful tremors to hit the
island nation. The 6.2-magnitude quake struck at 5.23am in Hokkaido’s southern region, at a
depth of 83km (52 miles), the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) reported, revising its
preliminary estimate of magnitude 6.1. No tsunami alert was issued, JMA said, and the US
Geological Survey predicted that damage to...

• Japan aims to build world’s largest wind farm. Can it power on by 2035? (2026-04-27 
00:00)

Japan is planning to build what could become the world’s largest floating wind farm – a
gigawatt-scale project off the Izu Islands to power the island chain and Tokyo. But the plan,
championed by Governor Yuriko Koike, is facing questions over whether it can be delivered by
2035. There are also doubts about the power generation forecast and whether Japan could
tackle the technical demands of such a megaproject. Koike first announced the wind farm
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project at a climate change conference in...

• US Justice Department cites shooting to press preservationists to drop Trump ballroom 
suit (2026-04-26 23:16)

US President Donald Trump’s Justice Department is using the shooting at the White House
Correspondents’ Dinner on Saturday to try to pressure preservationists to drop their lawsuit
over his planned US$400 million ballroom on the site of the former East Wing of the White
House. “It’s time to build the ballroom,” acting Attorney General Todd Blanche said plainly
on Sunday on social media, posting a letter in which Assistant Attorney General Brett Shumate
gave the National Trust for Historic...

• Trump factor drives up Asia-Pacific military spending at fastest pace since 2009 
(2026-04-26 22:00)

Military spending in the Asia-Pacific rose at the fastest pace for 16 years in 2025 as US allies felt
“growing uncertainty” over whether Washington would honour its security commitments,
according to a new report. Total global spending reached US$2.89 trillion, an increase of 2.9 per
cent from 2024, the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) think tank said in
its annual report on military expenditure published Monday. That marked the 11th consecutive
year of increases and...

• Daniel Gros on what China can learn from the euro as it works towards a global yuan 
(2026-04-26 22:00)

Daniel Gros is the director of the Institute for European Policymaking at Bocconi University.
Previously, he served as an adviser to the European Parliament, collaborated with the European
Commission as economic adviser to the Delors Committee, which developed plans for the euro,
and worked at the International Monetary Fund. In this interview, Gros examines the structural
tensions shaping EU-China economic ties, draws lessons from the euro’s experience to
analyse the yuan’s...

• Why US-led security alliances in Asia are losing coherence (2026-04-26 21:30)

Geopolitics, at its core, examines how geography shapes international politics, power
distribution and security dynamics. One enduring idea is geographer Halford Mackinder’s
“heartland” theory, which situates Eurasia as the central arena of global power competition.
In 1904, Mackinder argued that the vast land mass of Europe and Asia – what he called the
“world island” – contained a pivotal core, the “heartland”, rich in resources, population
and strategic depth. His dictum – “Who rules Eastern...

• Italy to extradite suspected Chinese hacker wanted by US authorities: reports (2026-04-26 
20:21)

The Italian government has decided ��to extradite a ��Chinese man wanted ��by US
authorities on hacking charges that include stealing Covid-19 medical research, a person with
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direct knowledge of the matter told Reuters. The government’s decision, which was
‌‌firstreported by Bloomberg, follows a ruling by an Italian court earlier this month which said
XuZewei could be extradited. A representative for Italy’s government declined to
comment.Xu’s lawyer Enrico Giarda told Reuters that his client...

• King Charles’ US state visit to go ahead as planned after Washington media gala shooting 
(2026-04-26 19:29)

The state visit by Britain’s King Charles to the US would take place as planned, Buckingham
Palace said on Sunday, following a shooting at a Washington media gala. The incident late on
Saturday at the annual dinner of the White House Correspondents’ Association came less than
48 hours before Charles and Queen Camilla begin a four-day state visit to the United States. The
palace said Charles was “greatly relieved” that Trump, the first lady Melania and other guests
were unharmed and later on...

• Mali junta in crisis after defence minister is killed and key city ‘captured’ (2026-04-26 
18:37)

Mali’s military rulers faced a security crisis on Sunday after coordinated nationwide attacks by
jihadist fighters and separatist rebels this weekend killed the defence minister and reportedly
left a key northern town in rebel hands. There was no word from the junta leader General
Assimi Goita, who has not been seen since the attacks began at dawn on Saturday. The
offensive, synchronised by Tuareg rebels of the Azawad Liberation Front (FLA) coalition and the
jihadist Group for the Support of...

• 16 dead in strikes as Chernobyl anniversary highlights nuclear risks of Russia-Ukraine war 
(2026-04-26 17:57)

Strikes across Ukraine, Russian-occupied territory and Russia killed at least 16 people,
authorities said, as the 40th anniversary of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster prompted fresh
warnings about the risks posed by attacks near the plant during Russia’s more than four-year
invasion of its neighbour. The death toll from Russian drone and missile strikes on the city of
Dnipro rose to nine, regional head Oleksandr Hanzha said on Sunday. One man was killed in a
Ukrainian drone strike on the port city...

• Wildfires in Japan’s north worsen, 1,400 firefighters deployed (2026-04-26 14:04)

Japan has deployed 1,400 firefighters and dozens of Self-Defence Force personnel to battle
mountain blazes that have been raging in the north for five days and threaten to reach homes
in the ‌picturesque coastal town of Otsuchi, officials said on Sunday. Fanned by dry, windy
weather, two more wildfires broke out elsewhere in the north on Sunday – one in Kitakata city
and the other in Nagaoka, potentially stretching firefighting resources thin as local authorities
send personnel to neighbouring...
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• Scientists in China create a predator-like material to hunt for uranium in the ocean 
(2026-04-26 14:00)

An international research team in China has developed a microscopic “predator-like”
material capable of swimming through water and hunting uranium ions, a breakthrough that
could open new possibilities for nuclear fuel extraction and cleaning up radioactive pollution.
The light-powered material, a metal-organic framework (MOF) micromotor created by
researchers at the Chinese Academy of Sciences’ Qinghai Institute of Salt Lakes, can
autonomously move through water while capturing uranium ions....

• Doctor in long-delayed hearing over alleged blunder says he thought baby was choking 
(2026-04-26 13:52)

A Hong Kong doctor accused of a blunder that left a boy permanently disabled 16 years ago said
he did not return to the hospital to examine the infant immediately as he initially diagnosed the
emergency as a choking case, the Medical Council heard on Sunday. Testifying for the first time
at the hearing, Dr Sit Sou-chi contested an allegation that he had failed to conduct all necessary
and immediate investigations of newborn Li Yuanjian, the son of a mainland Chinese couple,
after the infant had...

• Can parents and children playing video games together level up their relationship? 
(2026-04-26 12:45)

A Hong Kong survey has found a 20 percentage point gap in relationship scores between
parents and children who play video games together and those who do not. The Chinese YMCA
of Hong Kong on Sunday urged parents to adopt a new approach to supervising their
children’s gaming habits, encouraging families to take part in such activities together rather
than just observing. The group issued the call after conducting a survey of the experiences and
attitudes of parents, young children and teenagers...

• Middle East shipping crisis elevates China-Europe railway’s profile (2026-04-26 12:30)

The China-Europe railway network has evolved in the past decade from a nascent logistical
experiment into a growing commercial alternative to maritime and air freight. In the wake of
the US-Israel war on Iran, it might now be assuming an unanticipated role as a key security
provider for transcontinental supply chains. What began as sporadic trial runs has matured into
a sprawling web of rail connections that currently links 235 cities across 26 European countries
with more than 120 Chinese...

• China is poised to reap rewards as energy shock heats up the race for renewables 
(2026-04-26 12:00)

In the face of a prolonged US energy blockade of Cuba, solar panels from China have come to
the rescue and provided a model of independence from fossil fuels that is resonating globally
amid what is being called the worst energy crisis in history. Within the 12 months through
February, solar’s share of national power generation in Cuba increased from 6 per cent to

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3351260/scientists-china-create-predator-material-hunt-uranium-ocean?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/3351495/doctor-long-delayed-hearing-over-blunder-says-he-thought-baby-was-choking?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/society/article/3351491/can-parents-and-children-playing-video-games-together-level-their-relationship?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/opinion/world-opinion/article/3350835/middle-east-shipping-crisis-elevates-china-europe-railways-profile?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3351455/china-poised-reap-rewards-energy-shock-heats-race-renewables?utm_source=rss_feed


SecurityStudies.info CHINA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 54 — 2026-04-29

more than 20 per cent, according to Microgrid Media, a California-based publication that
tracksglobal renewable energy capacity. “By...

• Syria begins long-awaited first trial of Assad-era officials (2026-04-26 11:52)

The first public trial in Syria of officials linked to the rule of former President Bashar al-Assad
opened in Damascus on Sunday. Atef Najib, a former Syrian army brigadier general who was
head of the Political Security Branch in southern Syria’s Daraa province under Assad, and who
is also a cousin of the former president, appeared in the courtroom to face charges related to
“crimes against the Syrian people,” the state-run news agency SANA reported. Najib was in
that position in 2011 when...

• China warns EU to remove firms and citizens from Russian sanctions list (2026-04-26 
11:40)

China has demanded that the European Union remove Chinese businesses and individuals from
its latest sanctions list related to Russia’s war in Ukraine. The Ministry of Commerce in Beijing
also warned the bloc that it would take whatever measures were necessary to protect the rights
and interests of its citizens and companies. “[We should] find a way to resolve our respective
concerns through dialogue and consultation,” the ministry said, adding that the consequences
of not lifting the sanctions...

• China’s Li Auto targets BMW and Mercedes with premium SUVs in Middle East, 
Asia-Pacific (2026-04-26 11:10)

Li Auto, one of Tesla’s major rivals in mainland China, has set its sights on the Middle East and
Asia-Pacific, with its premium intelligent models poised to take on petrol car brands such as
BMW and Mercedes-Benz. The Beijing-based electric vehicle (EV) maker, which is actively
building a sales network abroad, expected overseas deliveries to account for 30 per cent of its
total by 2030, according to president Ma Donghui. “It is inevitable that we will compete against
BMW, Benz and Audi, which...

• Ukrainians gather to remember Chernobyl disaster despite Russia’s war (2026-04-26 
10:44)

People streamed into the central square of Slavutych in the early hours of Sunday, placing
candles on a large radiation hazard symbol laid out on the ground as a midnight
commemoration began for those killed in the Chernobyl disaster 40 years ago and the
thousands who risked deadly radiation exposure to contain its aftermath. Residents show up
for the vigil each year despite wartime curfews and official warnings against large gatherings
during Russia’s war on Ukraine. The April 26, 1986 disaster...

• China backs Myanmar’s push to ease diplomatic isolation, stamp out telecoms scams 
(2026-04-26 10:37)
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China has pledged to help Myanmar’s new government to engage more with multilateral
platforms and eradicate telecoms scam operations. Capping a five-day trip to Southeast Asia on
the weekend, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi told Min Aung Hlaing, Myanmar’s junta
leader-turned-president, on Saturday that China “firmly supports Myanmar in safeguarding its
national sovereignty, security and territorial integrity”. “This year marks the first year of
Myanmar’s new government. Both sides should seize...

• China unveils world’s first coal fuel cell that can produce electricity with zero emission 
(2026-04-26 10:00)

Chinese scientists have developed a method to generate electricity and achieve higher energy
efficiency than conventional burning, while producing zero carbon dioxide emissions, by placing
coal inside a “battery”. “Coal-fired power” conjures images of heavy pollution, steep
carbon footprints and modest efficiency. But a novel, direct coal power technology challenges
that stereotype by eliminating combustion entirely and sidestepping the CO₂ emissions that
have long defined coal use. A team led...

• China Gen Z snipers nicknamed ‘Sweetheart’, ‘Gun Queen’ challenge gender 
stereotypes (2026-04-26 10:00)

Two female Gen Z snipers in China have drawn attention on the training ground, defying gender
stereotypes with their marksmanship and grit. Liu Jiangtao, 26, from Chongqing in southwestern
China, serves as a sniper in a mobile unit of the Sichuan corps of the People’s Armed Police
(PAP). She began as a scout, but later broke the women’s record in a sniper selection test,
firing three rounds through a single hole on a coin-sized target hundreds of metres away. Her
rise, however, was met with...

• 2 US citizens killed in raid on Philippines communist stronghold (2026-04-26 09:34)

Two US citizens were among 19 people killed in a raid on an alleged communist stronghold in
the Philippines that has sparked a probe by the country’s rights commission, a government
task force said. More than 300 residents in the Toboso municipality of Negros Island fled their
homes on April 19 as gunfire rang out in the remote sugar cane-farming region, the municipal
disaster management office told reporters last week. The number of people killed in the
firefight, in which only one soldier was...

• First section of Fanling Bypass to open soon. So how will Hongkongers benefit? 
(2026-04-26 09:34)

The eastern section of Hong Kong’s new Fanling Bypass will be commissioned on May 3,
marking the first major transport infrastructure project to be completed under the Northern
Metropolis mega development. The new bypass promises to cut travel times by 10 minutes and
will serve as a vital roadway for the Fanling North New Development Area. The South China
Morning Post unpacks what the new bypass is and its significance. 1. What is the new bypass?
The Fanling Bypass (Eastern Section) is a new 4km...
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• Woman rescued after falling into sea while taking photos at a Hong Kong lighthouse 
(2026-04-26 09:28)

A 46-year-old mainland Chinese woman was rescued on Sunday morning after slipping into the
sea while taking photos at a lighthouse in Hong Kong’s Sai Kung. Police received a report at
10.54am that a woman had fallen into the water at Fat Tong Mun, a sea channel between the
southern tip of the Clear Water Bay Peninsula and the northern tip of Tung Lung Chau. A source
said the woman was taking photos with friends at Fat Tong Mun Lighthouse when she lost her
footing and fell three metres (9.8 feet)...

• Cinema Day attracted 201,000 film-goers. How does it stack up against last year? 
(2026-04-26 08:43)

Hong Kong’s Cinema Day has drawn a record-breaking 201,000 film-goers, despite a marginal
decline in occupancy rates compared with last year. The Hong Kong Theatres Association, which
organises the annual event, revealed the figures on Sunday, a day after 52 cinemas offered
HK$30 (US$3.83) movie tickets for 1,694 screenings. “It marks a new high for the event, with
201,000 admissions and an average occupancy rate of 81 per cent,” a post on the
promotion’s social media page said. “Families, the...

• For the US dollar, a subtler shift than a ‘petroyuan’ order is underfoot (2026-04-26 
08:30)

In the span of a few days earlier this month, developments that usually sit in separate policy
compartments began to converge. Abu Dhabi’s crown prince arrived in Beijing as President Xi
Jinping used the visit to set out China’s four-point position on the Iran war. Pakistan, now
central to keeping US-Iran diplomacy alive, said no date was fixed for the next round of talks.
Washington escalated pressure on buyers of Iranian oil and the banks handling related funds.
Reports circulated of yuan use...

• Southwestern China’s busiest airport hit by massive hailstorm (2026-04-26 08:27)

Southwestern China’s busiest airport was mopping up and struggling to resume operations on
Sunday after a massive hailstorm grounded flights, damaged aircraft and stranded passengers.
Hailstones, some as big as fists, battered Kunming Changshui International Airport in Kunming,
Yunnan province, when the storm struck early on Saturday. The storm lashed runways, terminal
roofs and some of the more than 110 aircraft at the facility on Saturday morning, with water
seen seeping down into terminal...

• Over 5,000 Guangdong motorists sign up for Hong Kong’s southbound travel scheme 
(2026-04-26 08:01)

More than 5,000 Guangdong motorists have been approved to drive into Hong Kong’s urban
areas under a southbound travel scheme as of March, while 90 per cent of the 3,500 travellers
who booked to visit have stayed for one or two days. The Transport Department said on Sunday
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that the urban access portion of the Southbound Travel for Guangdong Vehicles
arrangementwas operating smoothly and had become increasingly popular since its launch
near the end of2025. The scheme currently grants access to...

• Chinese travellers flock to Central Asia as flight bookings soar 120% on pre-Covid levels 
(2026-04-26 08:00)

Once a niche destination, Central Asia is quickly emerging as a key market for Chinese
travellers, supported by robust traffic growth, expanding air links and deeper economic ties
under Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative, according to analysts. Data from the Civil Aviation
Administration of China showed that passenger traffic to Central Asia grew 59.3 per cent in
2025 from a year earlier, marking one of the fastest growth rates among all regions tracked,
said Mayur Patel, commercial and industry...

• US press dinner shooting casts fresh spotlight on Trump’s security (2026-04-26 07:58)

The shooting on Saturday night of a Secret Service agent at the White House Correspondents’
Association dinner raises questions yet again about the protection afforded to America’s
political leaders at a time of increased political violence. Hundreds of agents from several law
enforcement agencies were tasked with protecting the annual bash, which US President Donald
Trump headlined this year. Yet a suspect with a shotgun and other weapons ‌managed to get
just a floor above the Washington...

• Hong Kong plans new trial of infecting male mosquitoes to halt offspring growth 
(2026-04-26 07:25)

Hong Kong will try out a “mosquito-to-control-mosquito” strategy next year, under which the
insect males are infected with bacteria to prevent their offspring from reaching maturity,
following the city’s first local dengue fever case in over a year. Announcing the strategy on
Sunday, Director of Food and Environmental Hygiene Donald Ng Man-kit said the government
would consider stepping up mosquito control measures with a lower threshold, as the
population of the insects had risen more rapidly...

• Hong Kong boosts e-cigarette ban awareness in mainland China before ‘golden week’ 
(2026-04-26 06:12)

Hong Kong authorities have stepped up publicity with mainland Chinese media ahead of a ban
on possessing alternative smoking products, including e-cigarettes, in public places, which will
take effect before the Labour Day “golden week” holiday. Director of Health Ronald Lam
Man-kin said on Sunday that the Tobacco and Alcohol Control Office had conducted more than
11,000 inspections and issued about 2,200 HK$3,000 (US$383) fixed penalty notices so far this
year. Of these, 23 were related to the...

• Who is Cole Tomas Allen, the suspect linked to Trump’s press dinner shooting? 
(2026-04-26 06:02)
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Social media posts that appear to match the California man arrested on Saturday in the
shooting at the White House correspondents’ dinner show he is a highly educated tutor and
amateur video game developer. A May 2025 profile photo of Cole Tomas Allen of Torrence,
California, appears to match the appearance of the man in a photo of the alleged attacker being
taken into custody that was posted on Saturday night by US President Donald Trump. The
photo, posted to the professional networking site...

• Frenzy for Hong Kong luxury homes set to continue after 156% sales rise in first quarter 
(2026-04-26 06:00)

Hong Kong’s sales of luxury homes more than doubled in the first quarter from a year earlier,
helped by a buoyant stock market and attractively priced assets that drew the attention of
wealthy investors including mainland Chinese buyers, according to analysts. The segment was
likely to record another increase in the second quarter, they added. “With the wealth effect
from accumulated gains in the stock market over the past two years, both local and mainland
Chinese capital have seized the...

• Japan underground idol sparks outrage for offering armpit sniffing service for fans 
(2026-04-26 06:00)

A Japanese underground idol has stirred an online debate by offering fans the unusual perk of
sniffing her armpits. Hari Matsumoto, from Wakayama, Honshu island, has attracted over
400,000 followers on social media thanks to her bubbly personality and approachable charm. In
Japan, underground idols usually perform in intimate venues such as small theatre, livehouses
or shopping centres and rarely appear on mainstream media. Unlike top-tier idols featured on
television, in magazines, and in...

• At Malaysia’s arms bazaar, drone dealers chase Southeast Asian market share 
(2026-04-26 05:30)

Watch a cheap commercial drone destroy a battle tank on the frontlines in Ukraine, or a
cut-price Iranian Shahed menace Tel Aviv, then ask yourself why Southeast Asia’s defence
ministries are suddenly very interested in unmanned aerial vehicles. The answer was on full
display last week at the Defence Services Asia (DSA) exhibition in Kuala Lumpur, where vendors
from Abu Dhabi to Pretoria were chasing deals in one of the global arms trade’s hottest
emerging markets. “There is huge demand from the...

• Hong Kong’s IPO market ‘exceeds’ HK$140 billion amid renewed gold trading push 
(2026-04-26 05:27)

Hong Kong’s initial public offering (IPO) market has raised more than HK$140 billion
(US$17.87 billion) as of April, maintaining its global lead, the city’s financial chief has said,
while indicating a renewed push to develop gold trading amid rising demand for risk
diversification. Financial Secretary Paul Chan Mo-po said on Sunday that Hong Kong remained
the world’s top IPO fundraising hub as of last week, citing a growing number of high-quality
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companies using the city’s strong financing...

• Midnight pranksters fan flames of frustration for Malaysia’s fire services (2026-04-26 
04:18)

It’s midnight. A call was made to Malaysia’s Fire and Rescue Department about a forest fire
in Tanjung Bungah, Penang. Firefighters rushed to the scene only to discover there was no such
blaze. the department gets a prank call every other day. Many of these calls are usually made
about an hour before or after midnight. Its exasperated director general Nor Hisham
Mohammad is now calling for a multiprong approach to deal with the problem. “There should
be stricter enforcement, use of technological...

• Could Russian missiles help India counter its arch-rival’s Chinese weapons? (2026-04-26 
04:00)

India has reportedly signed a deal to buy Russian missiles that target support aircraft as its
arch-rival Pakistan and China continue to integrate their aerial weapons profiles. Russia has
cleared the export of around 300 R-37M ultra-long-range air-to-air missiles in a US$1.2 billion
deal, according to media reports. Malaysia-based news platform Defence Security Asia said
deliveries of the missiles could begin within 12 to 18 months. India is also developing its own
Astra Mk 2 and Mk 3 missiles,...

• How gunfire threw Trump’s glitzy Washington Hilton dinner into chaos (2026-04-26 
03:06)

It was meant to be a glitzy Saturday night at a Washington ballroom featuring President Donald
Trump, but the glamour was shattered by gunshots that left guests diving to the floor and the
US leader bundled out by security personnel. Trump was seated on the dais at the White House
Correspondents’ Association’s annual dinner – the first time he is attending as president –
when loud bangs disrupted the revelry and caused him and others on stage to look up in alarm.
Video captured by news outlets...

• Singapore’s answer to school bullying? The cane … and counselling (2026-04-26 03:00)

For six months, Adriana Lim Escano’s teenage son went to school and said nothing. He had
tried to do the right thing – stepping in when a group of boys bullied a classmate – and paid for
it with half a year of misery, name-calling and social isolation. His mother only found out when
another parent called to say her son had voiced suicidal thoughts to a friend. The school’s
response, when it finally came, was a talking-to from the discipline committee. No suspensions.
No meaningful...

• What’s fuelling the surge in South Koreans travelling to China? (2026-04-26 02:00)

A new wave of South Korean content creators is descending on Chinese cities, cameras in hand,
transforming the streets of Shanghai, Shenzhen and beyond into lively backdrops for travel
vlogs and lifestyle videos. Dubbed the “Korean v-blogger influx” by some online users, their
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ranks have swelled since China extended its unilateral visa-free policy for South Koreanpassport
holders for another year, allowing stays of up to 30 days for tourism, business andfamily visits.
Introduced in 2024 and...

• Iconic South Korean district on the brink in divisive urban renewal fight (2026-04-26 01:30)

For 42 years, Ha Sung-ki has sold large speakers to churches and event halls from his
electronics shop inside Seoul’s Sewoon Plaza. On a weekday afternoon, the corridor outside –
once part of a bustling merchants’ network – is largely empty. “These days, the number of
customers crossing the street to come here can be counted on your fingers – sometimes fewer
than 10 a day,” he said. “People used to come for the nostalgia, the vintage products and the
experience of assembling electronic...

• 10 ways Hong Kong schools can effectively promote mental health (2026-04-26 01:30)

Student mental health is a matter of great concern. According to the latest data from the
Education Bureau, the number of secondary students with mental health issues has doubled
over the past five years, from 660 in 2020-21 to 1,330 in 2024-25. In recent years, the
government and various stakeholders in society have worked to halt the continued rise in
student suicides. However, the number of suspected suicide cases still rose by 10 per cent
between 2024 and 2025, from 28 to 31. To help...

• Can Chongqing leverage its online viral fame to become an international tourism hub? 
(2026-04-26 01:15)

Chongqing, also known as ‘the most confusing city’ has become one of China’s most
popular tourism attraction spots in recent years. Many Chinese and international social media
content creators have hopped on the viral trend of making videos about the city’s bewildering,
mountainous urban landscape. The South China Morning Post’s Llewellyn Cheung travelled to
Chongqing to meet a local content creator and tourism experts to find out what the city is really
like beyond the viral trends, and why its...

• Some Hong Kong trees are behaving strangely and botanists want to know why 
(2026-04-26 01:00)

A citywide study should be launched to examine how global warming is affecting plants in Hong
Kong and the knock-on effect on the rest of the ecosystem, botanists have urged after
witnessing clear changes in leaf-shedding and flowering patterns. Some species, such as the red
kapok tree, commonly known as the cotton tree, and the flame tree, which should shed all
leaves during winter, had shown signs of incomplete leaf drop by spring or early flowering in
recent years, the experts said, stressing...

• Muddy yet clear-cut: How Chinese investors are turning jungle into Indonesia’s new 
capital (2026-04-26 01:00)
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After an hour’s drive through the jungle of Borneo, you reach more jungle. Your rental van
from the Balikpapan city airport shakes precariously, navigating a partial bridge washout. A
roadside sign admonishes against poaching the endangered sun bears. By hour three you’ve
arrived at Indonesia’s new capital, which is due to start taking over from gridlocked, polluted
and seaward-sinking Jakarta in 2028. Welcome to Ibu Kota Nusantara, known locally as just
Nusantara or IKN. Eventually, if all goes...

• Rumours of China Forbidden City using 600,000 tonnes of pig blood to ‘dispel evil’ 
debunked (2026-04-26 01:00)

A long-standing and widely-circulated rumour that the Forbidden City in Beijing uses 600,000
tonnes of pig’s blood each year to dispel evil has been debunked. The liquid is actually used as
a form of adhesive which is painted on the famous palace’s signature red walls and pillars,
according to a recently published book. The book Sitting under the Roof of the Forbidden City:
Answering 50 Questions about the Forbidden City is wrote by Zhou Qian, a researcher at the
palace for 20 years who is also...

• Trump escapes unharmed as gunman opens fire at White House press dinner hotel 
(2026-04-26 00:53)

US President Donald Trump and other top US leaders were evacuated from an annual White
House correspondents dinner in Washington on Saturday night after a gunman fired several
shots at the glitzy, high-profile event. The president, first lady Melania Trump, Vice-President J.D.
Vance and cabinet members were uninjured as the event broke up and the first family returned
to the White House. A member of the White House press pool reported hearing the shots as
Secret Service officers swarmed the...

• Explosive device kills 13 and injures 38 on bus in Colombia (2026-04-26 00:02)

An explosive device killed 13 people travelling on a bus in southwestern Colombia on Saturday,
an attack the country’s army chief described as a “terrorist act” that also left at least 38
injured as violence linked to drug trafficking in the region escalates. Octavio Guzman, the
governor of the region of Cauca, said on social media that the device was set off while the bus
was travelling along the Panamerican Highway in the municipality of Cajibio. Five children were
among the injured, Cauca...

• Will South Korea or Japan develop a nuclear deterrent of their own? (2026-04-26 00:00)

War on Iran has changed many things, not least of which is the tenor of nuclear debate in two
of America’s closest Asian allies: countries that have long defined themselves by the weapons
they do not possess. For decades, the question of whether South Korea and Japan might one
day build their own nuclear arsenal was treated as fringe speculation – the preserve of hawks
and provocateurs. No longer. The director general of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) has sounded the alarm....
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• New Israeli strikes reported in Lebanon after Netanyahu orders attacks (2026-04-25 22:16)

Lebanese state media reported a series of new Israeli strikes in the country’s south on
Saturday night, after attacks earlier in the day killed six people despite a recently extended
ceasefire in the war between Israel and Hezbollah. The new attacks followed orders from Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for the military to “forcefully attack Hezbollah targets”
after the army accused it of breaching the truce. Lebanon’s health ministry had said earlier
that “Israeli enemy strikes on a...

• Will China’s mathematicians join a global effort to boycott the United States? 
(2026-04-25 22:00)

In the world of mathematics, the United States is becoming an outlier. The International
Congress of Mathematicians (ICM) – the world’s most important mathematics conference and
the venue for awarding the prestigious Fields Medal – is facing worldwide opposition because
the US is hosting this year’s event in Philadelphia in July. More than 2,300 mathematicians
from at least 76 countries have signed an online petition to “move the 2026 ICM out of the
US” and “commit not to participate in the ICM...

• To be the world No 2 financial centre, Hong Kong must be a rule maker (2026-04-25 21:30)

Hong Kong Financial Secretary Paul Chan Mo-po recently said the city could rise to become the
world’s No 2 financial centre in 10-15 years. That is the right kind of ambition. In a world
being reshaped by geopolitical fragmentation, China’s growing global weight and rapid
technological change, Hong Kong must think beyond remaining internationally competitive to
exercising global leadership. But ambition alone is not enough. Hong Kong has spent decades
proving it can operate at the world’s...

• Hungary’s Orban won’t take up parliament seat after landslide loss, wants to lead 
renewal (2026-04-25 20:12)

Hungary’s outgoing Prime Minister Viktor Orban said he would not take up his seat in
parliament following his party’s landslide defeat in this month’s election but wants to stay
on as Fidesz’s leader to lead a process of “renewal”. The most dominant figure in Hungarian
politics since the fall of Communism in 1989, Orban has sat in Hungary’s legislature for 36
years without interruption, serving as premier for the past sixteen years. “I’m not needed in
parliament now but in the reorganisation of...

• Roommate charged with murder of 2 Bangladeshi PhD students in US (2026-04-25 18:30)

A former University of South Florida student has been charged with killing his roommate and
the roommate’s girlfriend – two doctoral students from Bangladesh who disappeared earlier
this month, authorities said Saturday. Hisham Abugharbieh, 26, is facing two counts of
premeditated murder in the first degree with a weapon in the deaths of Zamil Limon and
Nahida Bristy, students at USF, according to the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office. He made
an initial court appearance Saturday in Tampa,...
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• Trump cancels envoys’ trip to Pakistan for peace talks (2026-04-25 17:16)

In the latest move as the US and Iran circle each other warily and the world holds its breath, US
President Donald Trump on Saturday ordered his negotiating team not to travel to Pakistan for
talks on ending the eight-week war that has upended the global economy. Trump told his
son-in-law Jared Kushner and special envoy Steve Witkoff to stay put and avoid wasting more
time until Tehran stepped up. Vice-President J.D. Vance, who presided over the first round of
talks earlier this month, remains...

• Pope Leo urges worldwide abolition of death penalty (2026-04-25 15:51)

Pope Leo has called for the worldwide abolition of the death penalty on Saturday, a day after
the US administration mulled expanding the penalty. “The dignity of the person is not lost
even after very serious crimes are committed,” Leo said in a video message marking the 15th
anniversary of the abolition of the death penalty in his home state of Illinois. “The Catholic
Church has consistently taught that each human life, from the moment of conception until
natural death, is sacred and deserves...

• Photo of labourer smoking on scaffolding triggers anger after Tai Po blaze (2026-04-25 
15:48)

An image of a Hong Kong construction worker smoking a cigarette while on bamboo scaffolding
at a residential building has prompted outrage among internet users, who have drawn
comparisons with the suspected cause of the city’s deadliest fire in decades. An image shared
on a Facebook page called the Shau Kei Wan Sai Wan Ho Concern Group showed a worker
smoking a cigarette while standing on scaffolding erected around what was identified as Tai On
Building. A second worker in the same photo can be...

• Palestinians bury pregnant woman and 2 of her children killed in Israeli attacks on Gaza 
(2026-04-25 14:57)

Palestinians on Saturday buried a woman pregnant with twins and two of her children who
were among at least 13 people killed in Israeli strikes in Gaza. The toll on Friday included two
men who were killed in Gaza City, and eight others killed in the southern city of Khan Younis,
according to local hospitals. Officials at Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis said the eight people,
including four police officers, were killed after Israel targeted a police vehicle. While the
heaviest fighting has mostly...

• Taliban says Afghans stuck in Qatar who helped US in war can safely return home 
(2026-04-25 14:09)

Afghanistan’s foreign ministry says Afghans who helped America’s war effort and have been
stuck in Qatar in the hope of reaching the United States can safely return to Afghanistan. The
statement on Saturday by foreign ministry spokesman Abdul Qahar Balkhi comes after reports
emerged that the Trump administration is in discussions to potentially send 1,100 Afghans who
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assisted the US during its war in Afghanistan, and relatives of US service members, to
theDemocratic Republic of Congo (DRC). An...

• Will the future world order be determined by who controls low Earth orbit? (2026-04-25 
14:00)

When US special forces raided Caracas and abducted president Nicolas Maduro and his wife in
early January, the Venezuelan capital was hit by widespread power outages and communication
blackouts. Yet, within hours of the attacks, connectivity began to return – not from paralysed
ground infrastructure, but from space. Elon Musk’s Starlink, a subsidiary of SpaceX, activated
communications services across Venezuela via its vast constellation of low Earth orbit (LEO)
satellites on terminals residents...

• Mali junta reports ‘terrorist’ attacks on several targets (2026-04-25 13:19)

An attack by “unknown armed terrorists” has been carried out on military barracks and other
targets in the capital Bamako, the military in Mali reported on Saturday. Attacks had also
occurred in other locations in the country, the general staff reported. Fighting was ongoing, a
brief statement said. Witnesses reported intense fighting in a town near the capital where junta
leader General Assimi Goita lives, and in other key cities. Mali, a landlocked West African
country, has been ruled by a...

• Hong Kong urged to clarify consent in reforms to close sexual offence loopholes 
(2026-04-25 13:04)

Including clear, comprehensive definitions of consent in Hong Kong’s reform of sexual offence
laws will provide greater clarity for all parties and better protect victims, experts and a survivor
have said. Barrister Stephen Keung Pit-chun said on Saturday current interpretations of consent
relied on “common sense”, creating legal loopholes. Establishing a statutory definition of
consent would also be key to sentencing in future cases, he said. Keung was speaking at a
forum at the University of...

• Billionaire behind ‘American Factory’ firm warns of US exit amid trade friction with 
China (2026-04-25 13:00)

As one of the world’s largest automotive glass producers, and the subject of an Oscar-winning
documentary, Fuyao Glass is a familiar name in the United States. Now, its founder has warned
he is prepared to shut down his American plants if trade friction and tariffs cause severe losses.
Responding to questions regarding geopolitical risks at the company’s annual general
meeting, Cao Dewang said that the company would not engage in loss-making ventures. “How
much in duties you want to impose is...

• Why Spain’s ‘fruit bowl’ diplomacy with China comes up rather empty (2026-04-25 
12:30)
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Every time a European leader lands in Beijing with a business delegation, the same speculation
follows: is the Atlantic consensus beginning to crack? Is part of Europe drifting towards China
and away from Washington? In Spain’s case, the drama expires on contact with the record.
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez’s four visits to Beijing in four years have not produced a
European pivot, a strategic vision or a narrower trade imbalance. They have produced market
access for agricultural goods. Call it...

• Japan evacuates thousands as hundreds of firefighters battle wildfires (2026-04-25 12:16)

Hundreds of firefighters were battling wildfires in the forests of northern Japan on Saturday, as
authorities urged more than 3,200 people to evacuate their homes, government officials said.
As of Saturday morning, blazes in the mountainous areas of Iwate region had burned about 700
hectares (1,730 acres) since breaking out three days ago, local government officials said in a
statement. A large column of smoke, which could be smelled 30km (20 miles) away, was seen
rising up the valley near the...

• Iran digs in as US envoys Kushner and Witkoff head to Pakistan for more talks (2026-04-25 
12:13)

In a prelude to a possible second round of peace talks in Pakistan, Iran ramped up its rhetoric
against the United States on Saturday, warning of retaliation if the US kept up its shipping
blockade. Iran’s Khatam al-Anbiya Central Headquarters, the operational centre of the Islamic
Republic’s armed forces, warned of a “severe reaction” if the US continued its “naval
blockade, maritime piracy and robbery in the region”. Iran’s defence ministry also said that
much of the country’s missile strength...

• Hong Kong police arrest 2 men over thefts targeting homeless people (2026-04-25 12:04)

Hong Kong police have arrested two men in connection with a series of thefts targeting
homeless people in Yau Tsim Mong district that involved about HK$142,000 (US$18,100) worth
of stolen property. Inspector Frankie Chiu of the district said on Saturday that police had begun
to notice a rise in such thefts from early April and had launched an investigation. “Through
in-depth investigation, intelligence analysis and extensive review of CCTV, including cameras
under the ‘SmartView’ scheme, we...

• Did China just drop a hint that its next aircraft carrier will be nuclear-powered? 
(2026-04-25 12:00)

A Chinese naval video has fuelled speculation that its next aircraft carrier is likely to be
nuclear-powered. The film Into The Deep was released on Wednesday to mark the 77th
anniversary of the founding of the People’s Liberation Army Navy. Highlighting the continuity
of China’s maritime ambitions, from coastal defence to a “blue-water” navy capable of
deep-sea operations, the film also included footage from real-life drills in the western Pacific
and the use of advanced equipment. It also...
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• Argentina again calls for UK talks on Falklands, US confirms neutrality (2026-04-25 11:26)

Argentina has called for talks with the UK over the Falkland Islands after reports the US could
review its position on the South Atlantic territory in retaliation for Prime Minister Keir
Starmer’s lack of support for the war in Iran. Downing Street had earlier insisted the
sovereignty of the Falklands was “not in question”. That came after a leaked internal
Pentagon email set out options for President Donald Trump’s administration to punish Nato
allies for refusing to join the US-Israeli strikes...

• What smokers need to know about Hong Kong’s new e-cigarette ban (2026-04-25 11:15)

Hong Kong’s new ban on possessing e-cigarettes, commonly known as vapes, and related
products in public places will take effect on April 30. Residents and visitors caught violating the
rule could face a fine of up to HK$50,000 (US$6,380) and a maximum of six months in jail. The
South China Morning Post looks into the details of the ban, its penalties and what both
residents and visitors who use the products should keep in mind to avoid trouble. 1. What is the
new ban? From April 30, an...

• Reverend Derek Li, father of injured Hong Kong Mirror dancer Mo Li, dies (2026-04-25 
10:19)

The father of Mo Li Kai-yin, the dancer paralysed by a falling giant screen during a 2022 concert
by popular Hong Kong boy band Mirror, has died. The Christian Ministry Institute on Saturday
announced the death of Reverend Derek Li Shing-lam, who spent years advocating for his
31-year-old son after the accident shocked the city. “Reverend Li devoted his life to loving the
Lord,” the institute said of its former president. “The beautiful traces of his life will live on in
the hearts of his...

• Wang Fuk Court resident cherishes chance to capture final photo of sea from flat 
(2026-04-25 10:17)

For Ian Chu, capturing one last image of the sea from his home before it was gone forever was
a final wish as he returned on Saturday to the scene of the deadly blaze at Hong Kong’s Wang
Fuk Court to collect his belongings. Chu lived in Wang Cheong House, where 81 people died,
nearly half of the 168 in total. “Since the renovations I have not seen the ocean, the sunlight …
so I just tried to take as many photos as I could while I had the chance,” he said, showing
reporters an image taken from...

• Macron touches Beijing’s nerves on Taiwan and Tibet as he heads for the exit 
(2026-04-25 10:00)

From Taiwan to Tibet, French President Emmanuel Macron has touched Beijing’s nerves on a
range of sensitive issues over the past few weeks. On a trip to Japan earlier this month, he and
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi “emphasised the importance of peace and stability in
the Taiwan Strait and urged a peaceful resolution of cross-strait issues through constructive
dialogue”. The irritation for Beijing was less about the language and more about the timing,
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with the joint statement coming...

• China actor gains renewed fame after fellow star’s warlord role mocked for flawless 
make-up (2026-04-25 10:00)

Taiwanese-American actor Peter Ho has gained renewed fame in mainland China for a warlord
role he played 14 years ago, after another actor was mocked for playing a similar role with
flawless makeup in a new drama. Chinese actor Zhang Linghe was widely mocked as the
“foundation general”, after a video clip of him playing a warlord in the recent romance
costume drama Pursuit of Jade went viral. The video was reportedly made by Zhang’s fans to
promote their idol, but received public ridicule, as...

• 5 die in Ukraine, over 30 wounded, in massive Russian attack (2026-04-25 09:56)

Russia launched a large-scale attack on Ukraine overnight, killing at least five and injuring more
than 30, the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry reported on Saturday. Ukraine’s General Staff said
Russia launched 47 ballistic and cruise missiles as well as 619 drones of various types. Ukraine
has been warding off a full-scale Russian invasion since February 2022. Air raid sirens sounded
across the country with residents urged to seek shelter. Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said on Saturday that...

• Hong Kong developers clear stock amid strong demand and shrinking supply (2026-04-25 
09:40)

Hong Kong developers released nearly 300 new flats to the market amid enthusiastic demand
from potential homebuyers as the latest official data show completion of private residential
units is set to decline this year and next. By 6pm, all 218 units at the One Victoria Cove Phase I
in Hung Hom, jointly developed by Henderson Land Development, Hysan Development and
Empire Group, were sold, while at the Pavilia Farm III atop Tai Wai station in Sha Tin by New
World Development (NWD) and MTR...

• Underwhelming or underrated? DeepSeek V4 shows “impressive” gains (2026-04-25 
08:51)

DeepSeek’s long-awaited flagship V4 model has fallen short of its domestic and US rivals,
according to a new analysis, as the Chinese artificial intelligence firm struggles to replicate the
market-shaking success of its earlier R1 release. The company’s most advanced system, V4
Pro, ranked second among the world’s leading open-source models, behind Beijing-based
Moonshot AI’s Kimi K2.6, benchmark firm Artificial Analysis said in a report on Friday. While
V4 Pro marked a clear improvement on its...

• The real reason stock markets are still flying high despite grave risks (2026-04-25 08:30)

Financial markets, stock markets especially, appear able to defy gravity despite the global
geopolitical and economic situation. A plethora of institutional and individual explanations have
been offered as to why, but most seem to miss the point. Which is, at least in part, that we have
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created a kind of monster in the asset management industry, which channels a glut of
globalsavings into a limited number of investment areas and which, by virtue of these captive
inflows,is able to maintain...

• Hong Kong police bust motorcycle theft syndicate, arrest 5 over 14 cases (2026-04-25 
08:20)

Police have dismantled a motorcycle theft syndicate and arrested five people, believed to be
linked to 14 cases across Hong Kong, amid a rise in such crimes in the first quarter of the year.
Senior Inspector Fu Ho-shing of the Kowloon West regional crime unit said on Saturday that the
group primarily targeted motorcycles parked in back alleys or secluded areas in West Kowloon
and Tsuen Wan, where surveillance coverage was limited. They also targeted delivery workers
who left their vehicles...

• SCMP scoops 74 awards, led by Hong Kong fencing infographic in design competition 
(2026-04-25 08:14)

The South China Morning Post has won 74 awards at the 47th edition of the Society for News
Design’s Creative Competition, including three silver and 11 bronze medals. An infographic on
Hong Kong’s fencing boom was a stand-out winner in results announced by the society on
Friday, earning three silver and one bronze medal. “It’s a great honour to receive these
awards that are often called the ‘Oscars of visual journalism’. This global recognition reflects
the hard work and innovation happening in...

• US uses unusual routes to send jet fuel to Japan, Philippine bases amid Hormuz closure 
(2026-04-25 07:40)

An unusual series of cargoes of military-grade fuel that is due to sail from the US across the
Pacific Ocean illustrates how far the war in Iran has disrupted the global oil supply chain. A
request for offers to ship 235,000 barrels of jet fuel from Cherry Point in Blaine, Washington,
where BP has a refinery, to Subic Bay in the Philippines, a strategic access point and logistics
hub for US naval operations, was issued on Thursday, according to a document seen by
Bloomberg. The cargo is...

• Could hair or cosmetics be make-or-break factors for China’s would-be civil servants? 
(2026-04-25 07:35)

China’s official media has released a series of guidelines for would-be civil servants, warning
them to dress modestly. Candidates were told they should wear “light and elegant” suits, and
men were advised to get a haircut. Women were told to have clean nails, avoid jewellery,
complicated make-up and make sure their hair did not cover their ears or eyes. Competition for
civil service jobs – traditionally seen as an “iron rice bowl” because of the security they offer –
has intensified in recent...
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• Iran war is tearing the polyester fabric of fast fashion – and shoes could be next 
(2026-04-25 07:18)

A surge in fossil fuel �prices since the Iran war is squeezing polyester suppliers and garment 
makers across India �and Bangladesh, threatening to raise costs for fast-fashion retailers like 
Zara and H&M. Filatex, one of India’s biggest polyester yarn producers, is paying nearly 30 per 
cent more for the petroleum-derived feedstocks – purified terephthalic acid (PTA) and 
monoethylene glycol (MEG) – that it needs to make yarn, as Chinese suppliers raise prices and 
Middle East supply is disrupted,...

• India-Germany defence road map ‘good template’ for wider EU cooperation 
(2026-04-25 07:00)

India and Germany’s new defence road map could give New Delhi fresh momentum in its
long-running push to modernise its undersea fleet, while helping Europe expand its security
role in the Indo-Pacific, experts say. The two countries signed a Defence Industrial Cooperation
Road Map in Berlin on Wednesday, with Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his German
counterpart, Boris Pistorius, agreeing to deepen collaboration in development, production and
niche technologies. The agreement was...

• Flood of small parcels from China pushes Belgian airport’s capacity to limit (2026-04-25 
07:00)

More than 4 million small parcels from China have arrived at the freight airport in Liege,
Belgium, every day since the beginning of the year. On the receiving end, the Belgian customs
inspection team at the airport has only 80 members. Belgium’s top customs official, Kristian
Vanderwaeren, said the airport, close to the Netherlands, Germany and France, was built, in
part, to cater to e-commerce platforms such as Amazon, Shein, Temu and Alibaba. But the
“explosion” in the number of small parcels...

• ‘Toughest stance’: Hong Kong launches 18 operations against illegal fuel stations 
(2026-04-25 06:17)

Hong Kong authorities launched 18 joint operations against illicit refuelling stations this year
amid a global surge in energy prices, with the customs chief noting that the practice has
become increasingly common in urban areas. But Commissioner for Customs and Excise Chan
Tsz-tat said on Saturday that despite the upwards trend, illegal refuelling was not widespread
locally. “The cost of owning a private vehicle in Hong Kong is very high, and petrol prices here
are undoubtedly among the highest...

• 7,000-year history of China stilted houses celebrates human ingenuity, offers insights 
(2026-04-25 06:00)

With sturdy wooden columns supporting a wide walkway that leads into a living space, stilted
houses – known as ganlan in Chinese – represent a quintessential element of East Asian
architectural heritage, boasting a remarkable history that spans 7,000 years. A day trip to Tai O,
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a historic fishing village on Lantau Island in Hong Kong, fully immerses visitors in theenchanting
aesthetics of ganlan, making the village a premier destination for both locals andtourists. “In
most Chinese regions...

• Malaysia gets new anti-corruption chief as protests mount against outgoing head 
(2026-04-25 05:51)

Malaysia on Saturday appointed a former judge as its new anti-corruption chief in an
unprecedented move, as the government seeks to calm months of political turbulence over
alleged misconduct linked to the watchdog’s outgoing head. Allies and opponents have hit out
against Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim since February following reports claiming that Malaysian
Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC) boss Azam Baki was involved in a share ownership scandal
and the agency’s officers were allegedly working...

• The Middle East’s new power brokers? Pakistan, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Egypt unite 
(2026-04-25 05:30)

Amid the rubble of the US-Israel war on Iran, a new Middle East appears to be taking shape as a
constellation of regional powers jockey for a seat at the table. Led by Turkey and Saudi Arabia,
the grouping stretches from the Gulf across the Caucasus to Central and South Asia, binding
together countries with overlapping interests, interlocking partnerships and a shared
conviction: that the post-war order should not be dictated exclusively by the US-Israel alliance
or Iran and its battered but...

• Hong Kong to step up crackdown on coerced shopping, scams during Labour Day 
‘golden week’ (2026-04-25 04:58)

Hong Kong will step up law enforcement against coerced shopping, unlicensed tour guides and
unfair sales practices targeting visitors during mainland China’s Labour Day “golden week”,
the city’s tourism minister has said. Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism Rosanna Law
Shuk-pui said on Saturday that hotel occupancy rates in Hong Kong were expected to exceed 90
per cent during the period, with the government estimating 980,000 mainland visitors, up 7 per
cent from the same holiday last...

• Xpeng sets August goal to overtake Tesla’s self-driving tech in China (2026-04-25 04:42)

Xpeng, the Chinese electric vehicle start-up often cast as a key rival to Tesla, has set an
ambitious goal to surpass the US carmaker’s self-driving capabilities in China by August,
according to co-founder, chairman and CEO He Xiaopeng. The target highlights an intensifying
technology race in the world’s largest car market, where manufacturers are increasingly
leaning on advanced software to drive growth as government subsidies are phased out.
Although Tesla’s full version of its Full...

• Hong Kong Aberdeen marina project attracting local and overseas interest (2026-04-25 
04:00)

https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3351404/malaysia-gets-new-anti-corruption-chief-protests-mount-against-outgoing-head?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3351335/middle-easts-new-power-brokers-pakistan-turkey-saudi-arabia-egypt-unite?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/society/article/3351402/hong-kong-step-crackdown-coerced-shopping-scams-during-labour-day-golden-week?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/society/article/3351402/hong-kong-step-crackdown-coerced-shopping-scams-during-labour-day-golden-week?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/business/china-evs/article/3351400/xpeng-sets-august-goal-overtake-teslas-self-driving-tech-china?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/hong-kong-economy/article/3351395/hong-kong-aberdeen-marina-project-attracting-local-and-overseas-interest?utm_source=rss_feed


SecurityStudies.info CHINA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 71 — 2026-04-29

Hong Kong’s Aberdeen marina-residential tourism project has attracted local and overseas
interest, with the city’s leading yacht club and a Singapore-based operator seeking
partnerships with developers to expand their presence. Experts in the real estate and boating
industries said developers would be keen to work with local, mainland Chinese or overseas
marina operators to strengthen their bids and tap into the market, while urging the government
to improve infrastructure and reinforce the...

• China and Mozambique to map critical minerals in insurgency-hit Cabo Delgado 
(2026-04-25 04:00)

Mozambique and China have agreed to map the vast, untapped deposits of critical minerals
buried beneath the African nation’s resource-rich northern provinces, as Maputo seeks
Chinese capital and security expertise to unlock one of the continent’s most coveted – and
conflict-ridden – resource frontiers. The announcement was made in a joint statement issued
after talks between Chinese President Xi Jinping and his Mozambican counterpart Daniel Chapo
in Beijing on Tuesday. The geological survey will...

• Traditional bathhouses in Japan sink under soaring energy costs (2026-04-25 03:28)

Traditional public bathhouses in Japan are in deep water as soaring energy costs triggered by
the Middle East oil supply disruptions threaten to extinguish the fires of a fading tradition, with
some of them forced to shorten their hours or even shut their doors for good. Already
struggling with a shrinking customer base and ageing owners without successors, the oil price
surge is dealing a fresh blow to sento, as the communal baths are known in Japanese, with
regulated pricing making it...

• Just what the doctor ordered: how AI could help China bridge the medical resources gap 
(2026-04-25 03:00)

Li Bin, a doctor at the First Hospital of Lanzhou University, was among the wave of Chinese
consumers who snapped up Apple Mac Mini computers during the country’s frenzied
adoption of the OpenClaw artificial intelligence agent earlier this year. The young surgeon from
Lanzhou, the capital of northwestern China’s Gansu province, bought one to run the
open-source program, using it to develop an app to extract and organise information from
doctor-patient conversations and lab report photos into...

• Default in our stars: China’s banks use satellites to track assets with sky-high scrutiny 
(2026-04-25 02:00)

With bad loans and repayment collateral in focus, Chinese banks are increasingly using
satellites to evaluate their clients’ terrestrial assets, mounting a hi-tech offensive to safeguard
against rising credit risks. China Merchants Bank and Shanghai Pudong Development Bank
started making use of satellites this year, following a 2022 launch by Ping An Bank and a 2020
move into satellite remote-sensing technology by Zhejiang E-Commerce Bank. Furthering the
trend, the Postal Savings Bank of China...
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• Japanese military seeks answers for fatal Type 10 tank blast that should not have 
happened (2026-04-25 01:30)

A turret explosion that killed three Japanese crew members inside a Type 10 tank during
manoeuvres earlier this week has caused shock and confusion in military circles. Japan’s
defence ministry and experts concur that a round detonating inside a tank turret is virtually
unheard of and the cause of the accident will need to be traced before the Ground Self-Defence
Force’s (GSDF) newest and most advanced tank can return to training. An analyst suggests the
investigation will look closely at...

• China’s AI token drive is really about upgrading inland economies (2026-04-25 01:30)

The idea of a token economy is gaining traction. The concept is still nascent, loosely defined and
easy to dismiss as just another piece of artificial intelligence jargon. It is no surprise Chinese
policymakers are quick to jump on the bandwagon. But in the Chinese context, there is a more
concrete policy logic that deserves attention. It reflects an emerging attempt to reframe how
energy, infrastructure and digital services interact, and in doing so, how China positions itself in
the next phase...

• Russia accuses US of using coups, kidnappings to ‘defend its well-being’ at any cost 
(2026-04-25 01:29)

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov accused the United States of �abandoning
internationally recognised diplomatic �conventions in pursuit of its �own interests,
particularly in dominating energy markets, in an interview broadcast on Friday. Lavrov,
interviewed by Russian state television, said Washington, in its dealings with Latin America and
the Middle East, was “taking us back to a world where ‌nothing existed” in international law.
“The United States has officially declared that no one...

• Wang Fuk Court residents make long climb to retrieve family treasures, bid farewell 
(2026-04-25 01:00)

Hon Wing, 77, and his family climbed 19 floors to their fire-ravaged flat in Hong Kong’s Wang
Fuk Court housing estate on Tuesday but left almost empty-handed after a two-hour search for
valuables. Hon, a retired part-time taxi driver, had hoped to find a bag of change he kept during
his work shifts, but “nothing much was there” in his charred flat in Wang Sun House. His
daughter Ice Hon wanted to retrieve items passed down from her late mother. “Dust and ruins
are everywhere. It feels like the...

• Why China will see India’s latest defence deal with South Korea as ‘inevitably 
sensitive’ (2026-04-25 01:00)

China would see India’s attempt to expand defence industry cooperation with South Korea in
artillery and anti-aircraft guns as “inevitably sensitive” given Beijing’s border dispute with
New Delhi in the Himalayas, according to analysts. After meeting with Indian Prime Minister
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Narendra Modi on Monday as part of his three-day visit to India, South Korean President Lee
JaeMyung announced that Seoul and Delhi had agreed to upgrade their economic
cooperation,focusing on vital sectors such as...

• China’s ‘most pampered child’ interred in palace-like coffin with treasures 1,400 
years ago (2026-04-25 01:00)

Some 1,400 years ago, a young girl, celebrated as China’s “most pampered child,” was laid
to rest in a palace-like stone coffin, surrounded by her grandmother’s affection and a wealth
of treasures. Li Jingxun, an aristocrat from the Sui dynasty (581–618), also known as “Little
Girl,” hailed from Longxi, located in what is now northwest China’s Gansu province. Her story
unfolded during a tumultuous period in Chinese history, marked by the transition from the
fractured Northern dynasties (386–581)...

• WHO approves first malaria treatment for babies (2026-04-25 00:07)

The World Health Organization announced on Friday that it had given prequalification approval
to a malaria treatment for newborns and infants for the first time. Artemether-lumefantrine is
the first antimalarial formulation designed specifically for the youngest victims of the
mosquito-borne disease. “The prequalification designation indicates that the medicine meets
international standards of quality, safety and efficacy,” the WHO said in a statement. Up to
now, infants have been treated with...

• Mixed bag: Indonesia’s 8% growth dream hits a plastic ceiling (2026-04-25 00:00)

The plastic bag is an unlikely symbol of economic frailty. But in Indonesia, the soaring cost of
that humble everyday item is raising uncomfortable questions about the country’s future
growth prospects. At a market in Depok, south of Jakarta, the plastic bags Budi needs to sell his
chicken have nearly doubled in price. “Plastic is really expensive right now,” he said in an
interview on April 17. “Usually, I’d have to set aside at least 10,000 rupiah (58 US cents) for
plastic bags, but now, I...

• As DJI duels Insta360, China sharpens global hardware edge amid US scrutiny (2026-04-24 
22:00)

In the southern tech hub of Shenzhen, a simmering rivalry between DJI and Insta360 has
transformed their shared neighbourhood into a high-stakes corporate battleground. Both
companies have long been hailed as the city’s poster children for Chinese innovation. DJI
dominated the skies as the world’s undisputed leader in consumer drones, and Insta360
captured the niche market of panoramic cameras. Now they find themselves locked in a
crosstown struggle for market supremacy that some say could...

• Kuomintang gets the carrots, DPP the stick (2026-04-24 21:30)

Another day, another big humiliation for William Lai Ching-te. The Taiwanese leader effectively
had to cancel a visit to eSwatini, the island’s last partner in Africa, for the celebrations of the
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40th anniversary of King Mswati III’s accession to the throne and his 58th birthday.
Taiwansaid the visit was “postponed” after the Seychelles, Mauritius and Madagascar
cancelled theirpreviously approved overflight permission without warning. Lai and his
Democratic ProgressiveParty (DPP)...

• OpenAI’s Sam Altman apologises to Canada town for not reporting mass shooter 
(2026-04-24 21:20)

OpenAI’s CEO Sam Altman has apologised to a Canadian town devastated by a February mass
shooting, saying he was “deeply sorry” the company did not tell police about the killer’s
troubling ChatGPT account. OpenAI had banned an account linked to Jesse Van Rootselaar in
June 2025, eight months before the 18-year-old woman killed eight people at her home and a
school in the tiny British Columbia mining town of Tumbler Ridge. The account was banned over
concerns about usage linked to violent...

• G7 ‘concerned’ at Russia and China’s nuclear build-up (2026-04-24 19:48)

G7 countries on Friday insisted on their support for the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT), warning of the dangers from a Russian and Chinese build-up. “We are
concerned with China’s and Russia’s significant nuclear weapons build-up and
modernisation,” the G7 Non-proliferation Directors Group said in a statement published on
the French foreign ministry website. The group brings together the diplomats from the Group of
Seven countries – Britain, Canada, France, Germany,...

• US sanctions China-based oil refinery and 40 shippers over Iran oil (2026-04-24 18:47)

The Trump administration is placing economic sanctions on a major China-based oil refinery
and roughly 40 shipping companies and tankers involved in transporting Iranian oil. The move,
announced on Friday, makes good on the Trump administration’s threat to impose secondary
sanctions on companies and countries that do business with Iran. It is also part of the
Republican administration’s overall ramped-up campaign to cut off Iran’s key source of
revenue – its oil exports. Concurrently, the US...

• Trump Justice Department adds firing squads for federal executions (2026-04-24 18:16)

The Trump Justice Department said on Friday it was seeking to expand the use of the death
penalty in federal capital cases and add the firing squad, electrocution and gas to lethal
injection as methods of execution. “The prior administration failed in its duty to protect the
American people by refusing to pursue and carry out the ultimate punishment against the most
dangerous criminals, including terrorists, child murderers, and cop killers,” acting Attorney
General Todd Blanche said. Under US...

• US and EU sign critical minerals plan in push to loosen China’s grip on key materials 
(2026-04-24 17:55)
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The US and the European Union on Friday deepened their coordination on critical minerals as
part of a broader push by Western allies to loosen China’s grip on materials crucial to
advanced manufacturing. US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and European Union Trade
Commissioner Maros Sefcovic signed a memorandum of understanding for a ‌partnership on
producing and securing critical minerals. Rubio did not mention China in his remarks, but said
the preliminary agreement with Brussels reflected...

• Germany’s Merz says no ‘immediate’ Ukraine EU membership, floats Kyiv joining 
meetings (2026-04-24 15:48)

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz said on Friday there was no prospect of Ukraine’s
“immediate accession” to the EU, but suggested Kyiv could join meetings of the bloc’s
members without voting rights. Ukraine is pushing to speed up its bid to join the 27-nation
European Union as it fights Russia’s invasion on the battlefield. Kyiv’s progress has been
blocked by Hungary’s nationalist premier Viktor Orban, but his defeat in elections earlier this
month raised hopes it can move to the next step. EU...

• UK bill to allow assisted dying fails as parliamentary time runs out (2026-04-24 15:36)

A proposed bill to allow terminally ill adults in England and Wales to choose to end their lives
failed on Friday as parliamentary time ran out, nearly a year since elected members of
parliaments gave their backing. Though the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill was passed by
the House of Commons last June, the UK’s revising chamber, the House of Lords, effectively
talked it out since then. Proponents of what has been termed “assisted dying” – sometimes
referred to as “assisted suicide” –...

• Changes to fire services law with tougher penalties set for public consultation (2026-04-24 
15:12)

Hong Kong authorities are planning to launch a public consultation over a raft of new fire
safety-related requirements and offences with tough penalties following the city’s deadliest
blaze in decades. Confirming an earlier report by the South China Morning Post, the Security
Bureau on Friday laid out its planned amendments to the Fire Services Ordinance, including a
requirement that fire alarms be checked every six months. The bureau said its public
consultation would follow its meeting with...

• US crackdown threat could shake out China’s ‘distillation’ AI copycats: analysts 
(2026-04-24 15:00)

The administration of Donald Trump has threatened action to shield the US artificial intelligence
industry from being “distilled” by Chinese rivals, in a move analysts say could weed out
weaker players in China’s AI sector within a year. In a memo released on Thursday, Michael
Kratsios, the science and technology adviser to the US president, warned that “surreptitious,
unauthorised distillation campaigns” were enabling foreign entities – mainly in China – to
release models that appear to match...
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• US drops criminal probe of Fed chair Powell, likely clearing way for nominee Warsh 
(2026-04-24 14:54)

The US Justice Department has ended its probe into Federal Reserve chair Jerome Powell,
clearing a major roadblock to the confirmation of his successor, Kevin Warsh. US Attorney for
the District of Columbia Jeannine Pirro said on X on Friday that her office was ending its probe
into the Fed’s extensive building renovations because the Fed’s inspector general would
scrutinise them instead. The decision ends an investigation, one of several undertaken by the
Justice Department into President...

• Disciplinary inquiry resumes into doctor’s alleged baby blunder 16 years ago 
(2026-04-24 14:46)

Hong Kong’s Medical Council resumed a disciplinary inquiry on Friday over a suspected
medical blunder that left a boy permanently disabled more than 16 years ago after its decision
to terminate the hearing sparked a public outcry. Dr Sit Sou-chi was accused of failing to carry
out all necessary and immediate investigations on newborn Li Yuanjian, the son of a mainland
Chinese couple, after the infant had a seizure on December 22, 2009. On Friday, Sit’s counsel
grilled nurse Ho Kit-ha, who was on...

• Huawei, DeepSeek strengthen China’s AI self-reliance with collaboration on V4 model 
(2026-04-24 14:30)

Huawei Technologies’ newest Ascend 950PR and 950DT chips enjoyed “day zero”
adaptation to DeepSeek’s latest V4 model, the Shenzhen-based tech giant said in a livestream
on Friday, just hours after the model’s release. The hardware-software collaboration between
the two Chinese firms underscores the progress China has made in tech self-reliance, a top
national priority for Beijing amid US efforts to block its access to advanced semiconductor chips
and chipmaking equipment. During the livestream...

• US FDA plans ultra-fast review of 3 psychedelic drugs after Trump directive (2026-04-24 
14:28)

The Food and Drug Administration said on Friday it will offer ultra-fast review to three
psychedelic drugs being developed to treat mental health conditions, including depression, the
latest indication of the Trump administration’s commitment to the experimental treatment
approach. President Donald Trump signed an executive order last weekend directing the FDA
and other federal agencies to speed access and loosen restrictions on psychedelics, a class of
hallucinogenic drugs which remain illegal...

• 4 tickets to World Cup final are listed on Fifa’s resale site for more than US$2 million 
each (2026-04-24 14:00)

Fifa’s resale site has four tickets on sale for the World Cup final for just under US$2.3 million
each. The $2,299,998.85 seats for the July 19 match at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, New
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Jersey, are located behind a goal in the lower deck in block 124, row 45, seats 33-36. Fifa
doesnot control the asking prices on its Resale/Exchange Marketplace but takes a 15 per
centpurchase fee from the buyer of each ticket and a 15 per cent resale fee from the seller. An
aisleseat 33 in block 146,...

• China ramps up hunt for tax evaders, frames consumption levies as fiscal lifelines 
(2026-04-24 14:00)

Beijing is intensifying its enforcement against tax evasion, extending its reach into consumption
taxes, which have been positioned as a critical source of stabilising local government finances
that have been hit hard by the nation’s prolonged property crisis. Earlier this month, the State
Taxation Administration (STA) released details of eight tax-violation cases involving sectors such
as gold jewellery, alcoholic beverages and refined oil. The enforcement actions spanned
multiple regions,...

• Why the future is fluid for middle powers in a sea of US-China rivalry (2026-04-24 14:00)

Faced with US-China rivalry and an uncertain future even beyond Donald Trump’s presidency,
middle powers are building fluid coalitions and partnerships to hedge against American and
wider unpredictability, according to a leading Southeast Asian affairs scholar. Traditional US
allies are asserting greater autonomy and forming their own networks to hedge against risks – a
shift that is creating openings for smaller neutral states to further diversify their partnerships,
while mitigating the danger...

• Japanese protest ‘frightening’ easing of decades-old arms export curbs (2026-04-24 
13:54)

Protesters gathered in Tokyo on Friday to rally against Japan’s decision to ease decades-old
arms export curbs, which critics argue erode the country’s post-war pacifist tradition. The new
rules permitting the sale of lethal weapons overseas signal a major shift, as Japan ramps up its
defence ambitions and seeks to enter the global arms market in part to boost economic growth.
The move, announced this week on Tuesday by Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi’s government,
has been met with some criticism...

• A month after elections, Danish government talks remain in stalemate (2026-04-24 13:23)

Talks on forming a new Danish government are in stalemate one month on from the country’s
parliamentary election, slowing decision-making amid efforts to resolve a crisis in ties with US
President Donald Trump’s administration over Greenland. Caretaker Prime Minister Mette
‌Frederiksen, armed with a royal mandate, is leading coalition talks among the 12 parties in
parliament but has so far only won support from left-wing groups, which is not enough to
secure a parliamentary...

• Departments must communicate better, fire chief tells Tai Po blaze hearing (2026-04-24 
13:00)
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Hong Kong’s fire services chief has acknowledged that better communication with building
authorities is needed after an independent committee earlier revealed that his officers had
taken no action against possible safety breaches during renovations at Wang Fuk Court, where
168 people were killed in last year’s inferno. But Director of Fire Services Andy Yeung Yan-kin
insisted on Friday that authorities had clear divisions of work when it came to the supervision of
renovation projects, even as...

• Chinese EV makers target global expansion at Auto China amid energy shock (2026-04-24 
12:57)

Chinese electric vehicle (EV) makers at the Beijing auto show are shifting their focus to overseas
markets, banking on opportunities from the Middle East crisis to boost profitability amid weak
sales at home. “Going global has become a top choice for Chinese EV builders as they struggle
to break even,” said Phate Zhang, founder of Shanghai-based data provider CnEVPost. “The
Middle East crisis is acting as a strong catalyst to bolster their overseas deliveries.” Nearly all
major EV assemblers...

• Cathay raises HK$2.08 billion after tapping public bond market for first time (2026-04-24 
12:57)

Cathay Pacific Airways has raised HK$2.08 billion (US$265.4 million) by selling Hong Kong
dollar-denominated bonds to boost its working capital, tapping the public bond market for the
first time. Hong Kong’s flag carrier said on Friday that the bond issuance was the biggest of its
kind by a locally based, non-public sector company. The three-year bonds, which carry a fixed
interest rate of 3.78 per cent, were sold mainly to professional investors such as asset
managers, banks and private...

• Second round of US-Iran talks this weekend in Pakistan: White House (2026-04-24 12:39)

US President Donald Trump is sending special envoy Steve Witkoff and son-in-law Jared Kushner
to Pakistan for talks this weekend with Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, the White
House confirmed on Friday. White House spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt told Trump-friendly
Fox News that the “America first” president will be “dispatching” the duo “tomorrow
morning to engage in talks, direct talks” with representatives from the Iranian delegation. The
negotiations will be intermediated by the...

• China stages navy drill as US and Philippines embark on Balikatan 2026 (2026-04-24 12:29)

Beijing has held naval exercises in waters east of a Philippine island near Taiwan in an apparent
response to nearby annual military drills hosted by Manila and Washington. The People’s
Liberation Army Southern Theatre Command said on Friday that a naval fleet had “recently”
held drills in waters east of Luzon, the northernmost major island of the Philippines. The drills
were “a necessary action taken in response to the current regional situation”, said the
command, which oversees the South...
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• German man accused of live streaming child abuse in the Philippines (2026-04-24 12:24)

German prosecutors have charged a 46-year-old man on suspicion of serious sexual abuse of
children via live streaming. The man, from the district of Heidenheim in southwestern Germany,
is alleged to have paid female accomplices in the Philippines to carry out sexual abuse against
girls aged between four and 13 in six instances, the Cybercrime Centre of the Karlsruhe Public
Prosecutor’s Office said on Friday. Videos of the sexual abuse were reportedly streamed live
to the man, while he directed...

• Over 50 Central restaurants, shops join drive to boost spending, lure tourists (2026-04-24 
12:00)

More than 50 restaurants and shops have joined a “tourism everywhere” initiative to
promote Hong Kong’s bustling Central district among residents and tourists and boost local
spending. The Hong Kong Small and Medium Enterprises Association on Friday revealed the
programme to promote hidden delicacies and goods in Central, aligning with the
government’s objective to turn everywhere into a tourist destination. The initiative runs from
May 1 until the end of June, with the first five days...

• Will China’s deal with Australian mining giant BHP boost yuan internationalisation? 
(2026-04-24 12:00)

Australian mining giant BHP’s decision to adopt a yuan-denominated index for a major
Chinese buyer poses a challenge to the US dollar’s long-standing dominance in iron ore
pricing, delivering a hard-won victory for Beijing, analysts said. But while the agreement marked
a breakthrough in Beijing’s push to gain greater commodity pricing power at a time when the
United States faces growing “geopolitical isolation”, analysts stressed that its broader efforts
to reshape the old order remained far...

• Why China’s optical communications sector is the latest AI boom beneficiary (2026-04-24 
11:30)

Amid the artificial intelligence boom, the world has been laser-focused on technologies like
graphics processing units and memory chips. However, a quieter miracle has been unfolding in
the mainland stock market. Optical modules, which allow ultra-fast communications in data
centres, have minted a new class of industrial upstarts. In the past year, shares in
Shenzhen-listed Zhongji Innolight, the world’s largest optical module producer, jumped
tenfold. Smaller peers Eoptolink Technology and...

• Chinese drone discovery sharpens focus on Asia’s undersea security race (2026-04-24 
11:27)

A suspected Chinese underwater drone hauled out of Indonesian waters this month has
sharpened global focus on a security race that analysts say has been years in the making across
South and Southeast Asia: undersea surveillance. The torpedo-shaped device was found near
the Lombok Strait, one of the few deepwater channels through which submarines can transit
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submerged between the Pacific and Indian oceans and a passage closely watched by the
UnitedStates and Australia. Beijing said it did not...

• China plans to invest billions on a robot army to run its power grid (2026-04-24 11:00)

China’s industrial giants are rapidly scaling up the use of AI-powered robots to operate vital
infrastructure, with the country’s main grid operator unveiling a blockbuster plan to deploy
thousands of bots to handle a range of roles – from inspecting remote substations to
performing maintenance on ultra-high-voltage power lines. The State Grid Corporation of China
has earmarked 6.8 billion yuan (US$1 billion) for the procurement of embodied intelligence – or
artificial intelligence-enabled...

• Michigan community ‘seeks answers’ to death of Chinese semiconductor researcher 
Wang Danhao (2026-04-24 11:00)

Community members and activists have gathered on the University of Michigan campus to pay
tribute to Wang Danhao, a semiconductor researcher from China who took his own life after
being questioned by US federal agents. About 30 people attended the vigil, organised by peace
advocacy group Code Pink to mark one month since Wang died. They formed a circle around an
altar set with candles, flowers, incense and his portrait, sharing memories of his life and
research, as well as their reactions to the...

• ‘It’s a tightrope’: why Europe faces a China dilemma over its wind power drive 
(2026-04-24 10:30)

The wind industry smells opportunity in Europe. At an expo in Madrid this week, the convention
floor was abuzz as hundreds of European, American, Japanese and Korean exhibitors vied to
pitch their products, knowing the continent urgently needs to shore up its energy security amid
the US-Israel war on Iran. But there was one glaring absence: not a single company operating a
booth was Chinese, with China’s participants only networking from the sidelines. At a time
when many in Europe seek a rapid...

• Can Philippine opposition find ‘saviour’ after Robredo declines 2028 presidential run? 
(2026-04-24 10:00)

Former Philippine vice-president Leni Robredo’s refusal to seek national office in 2028 has
intensified the search for someone to unite the country’s fractured opposition against an early
presidential bid by Vice-President Sara Duterte-Carpio. Robredo, President Ferdinand Marcos
Jnr’s strongest rival in the 2022 election and long seen as the opposition’s most recognisable
figure, said she would not run for any state position when Marcos’ six-year term ends. Her
decision shifts attention to a...

• Iran war shows ‘strategic value’ of AI for China’s military, PLA Daily says (2026-04-24 
10:00)
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China’s military mouthpiece has urged the People’s Liberation Army to speed up integration
of artificial intelligence and said AI-driven warfare was at a “turning point” – as seen in the
US-Israeli campaign against Iran. In a commentary on Thursday, PLA Daily pointed to the use of
AI in the Middle East war and said it was the first time the technology had been integrated into
the entire cycle of operations – from analysis of intelligence to target identification, planning
and assessment. “This...

• Chinese girl insists on remaining by grandparents’ tombs; her nearby vigil moves many 
(2026-04-24 10:00)

A young girl in southwest China firmly refused to leave the tombs of her grandparents, who had
died within six months of each other, and would sometimes sleep there. A touching video that
melted millions of hearts on social media shows the girl, whose age was not disclosed in the
report, lying in front of a tomb in Liupanshui, Guizhou province, in mid-April, as reported by
Dafeng News. In the viral video, she occasionally sat up and casually ate from a box of cake.
When her parents urged her to...

• Life insurance sales in Hong Kong hit record amid ‘rise of millionaires’ (2026-04-24 
10:00)

Life insurance sales in Hong Kong rose 50.6 per cent to another record last year as affluent
customers continued to buy policies in the city for wealth transfer, protection and medical
needs. The industry wrote HK$330.9 billion (US$42.2 billion) in new life policies in 2025,
compared with HK$219 billion a year earlier, which was also a record, according to data from
the Insurance Authority released on Friday. The continuous growth of the business in recent
years was due to more wealthy people...

• Is Indonesia’s blasphemy law for religious protection or political purpose? (2026-04-24 
09:54)

Indonesia’s blasphemy law has once again come under scrutiny after former vice-president
Jusuf Kalla was reported to police over remarks linking past Muslim-Christian conflicts to beliefs
about martyrdom. The case is unusual because it involves Christian complainants against one of
the most senior Muslim figures in the world’s most populous Muslim-majority nation and
reflects what critics have long called the law’s central flaw: its susceptibility to politicised use.
Kalla, a career politician...

• US slaps sanctions on Cambodian senator suspected of controlling scam centres 
(2026-04-24 09:19)

The US government has imposed sanctions on a Cambodian senator alleging he is at the heart
of a sprawling scam network, as the Southeast Asian nation comes under intense pressure –
including from China – to eliminate a cybercrime industry worth nearly US$20 billion a year. The
US Treasury tagged Senator Kok An, a tycoon with close ties to former leader Hun Sen whose
son is now prime minister, and 28 other associates as “specially designated nationals”
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suspected of controlling “scam compounds...

• Hong Kong CityU chief Freddy Boey quits post 2 years earlier than expected (2026-04-24 
09:10)

The head of Hong Kong’s City University, Professor Freddy Boey Yin Chiang, has resigned with
immediate effect for personal reasons, leaving his post two years earlier than expected. The
university expressed its gratitude to Boey, a Singaporean, for his contributions to CityU during
his three years as president. “The executive committee of the [university’s] council has
appointed provost and deputy president Professor Lee Chun-sing as acting president with
immediate effect to ensure continued...

• HK Electric to cut May fuel charges but warns of sharp future increase (2026-04-24 09:09)

HK Electric will cut fuel surcharges for customers in May but has warned that costs could rise
significantly later in the year due to the impact of the conflict in the Middle East. The company
said on Friday that its fuel clause charge for May would fall by 4.4 HK cents per kilowatt-hour to
26 HK cents per kWh, citing a deferred effect under the monthly adjustment mechanism based
on January’s average fuel costs. The decline marks the second consecutive monthly drop.
“Although international fuel...

• Trump ally visits China, DeepSeek releases V4, EV earnings (2026-04-24 09:05)

Senator Steve Daines will lead a bipartisan US Congressional delegation to China next week, just
ahead of a visit by President Donald Trump. The five-member group will arrive on May 1 and
visit Beijing and Shanghai, the South China Morning Post reported, citing unidentified people
familiar with the matter. The delegation will include first-time visitors to China, the report said,
without elaboration. Daines, a Trump ally, said last month that he planned to take a group to
China to explore the...

• Henderson’s winning bid to run harbour event space could boost Central’s access 
(2026-04-24 08:42)

A winning bid involving Henderson Land Development to operate a major Hong Kong
harbourfront event space has expanded the developer’s footprint in Central to three prime
locations, which experts say may result in greater accessibility and more visitors from
surrounding commercial properties. Central Grand, a 50:50 joint venture formed by Henderson
and concert organiser YW Company – commonly known as “Yiu Wing” – won the tender to
operate the 3.7-hectare (9.1 acres) Central Harbourfront Event...

• The Iran war is brewing a food crisis we must avert (2026-04-24 08:30)

As my wife and I quaffed our way through a sumptuous five-course South African wine tasting
dinner at the Hong Kong Foreign Correspondents’ Club (FCC) early this week, the world food
crisis and global food insecurity seemed a very long way away. Yet as the US war on Iran
approached its third month, with the Strait of Hormuz still blocked and a host of critical
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commodities hostage to the conflict, our FCC wine dinners must surely be in jeopardy.
Moreseriously, millions worldwide may face much...

• In lead-up to Trump’s Beijing visit, China announces 2 pandas are headed to US zoo 
(2026-04-24 08:12)

Just weeks before US President Donald Trump’s planned visit to Beijing next month, China is
sending two giant pandas to Atlanta in what observers describe as a “goodwill gesture” amid
persistent tensions that range from trade to broader security issues. The China Wildlife
Conservation Association said on Friday that male panda Ping Ping and female Fu Shuang would
travel to the US under a 10-year conservation agreement signed with Zoo Atlanta last year.
Chinese state media, including the Global...

• Trump kill order highlights threat of Iran’s small, fast-attack boats (2026-04-24 08:12)

US President Donald Trump’s order for the US to attack Iranian gunboats is the latest sign that
an asymmetrical war-fighting strategy is stymieing the world’s mightiest navy, with US aircraft
and destroyers forced to track swarming speedboats in a vital energy waterway. “I have
ordered the United States Navy to shoot and kill any boat, small boats though they may be,”
Trump said Thursday in a social media post, claiming that those vessels are laying mines in the
Strait of Hormuz. The target –...

• Philippines pushes for South China Sea code by year end: ‘we owe it to the world’ 
(2026-04-24 07:59)

As Southeast Asian leaders descend on Cebu in the Philippines for the 48th Asean summit on
May 8, immediate concerns such as the global energy crunch will top the agenda. Yet a year-end
deadline to finalise a long-delayed code of conduct in the South China Sea looms for bloc chair
Manila. At a panel at Atma Jaya University in Jakarta on Thursday, Philippine Foreign Affairs
Secretary Theresa Lazaro stressed that completing the code this year was “something that we
owe the world as well as the...

• Married Singaporean man jailed for bigamy after secret Indonesian wedding (2026-04-24 
07:45)

Although he was already married, a man began dating a domestic helper he was introduced to
and later got married to her in Batam, Indonesia. The Ministry of Manpower (MOM) caught
wind of the bigamy and flagged the case to the police, who arrested both the man and the
woman. Low Kok Peng, a 61-year-old Singaporean man, was sentenced to two months’ jail on
Friday. He pleaded guilty to one charge of bigamy under the Women’s Charter. His
co-accused, 50-year-old Indonesian woman Komariah, was...

• Why US interception of Iran tankers in Asian waters pose new risk to Asean neutrality 
(2026-04-24 07:10)

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3351294/lead-trumps-beijing-visit-china-announces-2-pandas-are-headed-us-zoo?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/news/world/middle-east/article/3351295/trump-kill-order-highlights-threat-irans-small-fast-attack-boats?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3351289/philippines-pushes-south-china-sea-code-year-end-we-owe-it-world?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3351278/married-singaporean-man-jailed-bigamy-after-secret-indonesian-wedding?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3351281/why-us-interception-iran-tankers-asian-waters-pose-new-risk-asean-neutrality?utm_source=rss_feed


SecurityStudies.info CHINA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 84 — 2026-04-29

US interceptions of Iranian-linked tankers in Asian waters suggest Washington’s maritime
pressure campaign may be spreading eastward, raising new risks for Southeast Asian states
overseeing crucial sea lanes. Analysts said that although Southeast Asian nations were not
parties to the war, countries such as Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore were not insulated
from rising US-Iran maritime tensions. For these states, the bigger risk may not be a Gulf
conflict spilling directly into their waters,...

• Burger King in Japan dangles US$250,000 to lure rival franchisees (2026-04-24 06:36)

Burger King in Japan is tempting franchisees of rival fast-food brands like McDonald’s and Mos
Burger by offering them 40 million yen (US$250,000) cashback to jump ship. The offer, under its
franchise switching plan, is on the table until 3pm on September 30, according to a statement
by the chain issued on Wednesday. Applicants must have been in business for at least three
years, submit financial statements for the past three financial years and identify a general
manager for the converted...

• South Korea and US in showdown over Coupang meddling, testing ties (2026-04-24 06:30)

National Assembly Speaker Woo Won-shik condemned US Republicans’ claim that South
Korea was discriminating against e-commerce giant Coupang, calling it “interference in
domestic affairs”. His remarks followed a letter sent by 54 US lawmakers in the Republican
Study Committee to South Korean Ambassador to the United States Kang Kyung-wha, in which
they claimed Seoul was taking discriminatory and unfair actions against the US-based company
that is under police investigation and government scrutiny...

• A ‘final piano song’ offers closure as residents say goodbye to Wang Fuk Court homes 
(2026-04-24 06:24)

Playing one last song on a piano that cannot be retrieved from a fire-ravaged home is among
the wishes of residents returning to the scene of the deadly Tai Po blaze in Hong Kong, with one
man climbing stairs on a fractured leg to try and recover a water boiler linked to his childhood
memories. Some of those returning to their homes on Friday had lived in Wang Cheong House,
where 81 of the 168 deaths occurred and 63 per cent of the flats were destroyed. Only five
floors of the block are being...

• Ex-manager of crypto firm Huobi acquitted of moving millions into account (2026-04-24 
06:24)

A Hong Kong court has acquitted a former senior manager at a major Chinese cryptocurrency
exchange of secretly moving about US$5 million in Tether stablecoins, worth around HK$39
million, to his own accounts six years ago. A seven-member High Court jury on Friday found
Chen Boliang, who used to work at cryptocurrency firm Huobi – now known as HTX – not guilty
of accessing its platform to trade in so-called dark pools under an individual account he created
with an alias between February 27 and...
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• Shackled and shaved: El Salvador holds mass trial for hundreds of gang members 
(2026-04-24 06:07)

Hundreds of alleged Mara Salvatrucha gang members sat chained, shaved and mute as they
were accused of murder and torture during a mass trial at El Salvador’s notorious CECOT jail
on Thursday. Seated in neat columns of plastic chairs in the prison’s main hall, some 220
defendants were accused of collectively carrying out more than 29,000 murders. “We burned
her genitals and buttocks” one witness said over the loudspeaker, testifying in a mass trial El
Salvador’s president has compared to those...

• ‘Big shout-out’ to China’s environmental leadership from UN agency head 
(2026-04-24 06:07)

The United Nations very much relied on China for its environmental protection role, including
its major funding for biodiversity conservation in the Global South, the organisation’s
environment chief said on Thursday. Speaking on the sidelines of the Regional Ecological
Summit in Kazakhstan, Inger Andersen, executive director of the UN Environment Programme
(UNEP), said that “China has always been an active player in multilateralism”. Andersen said
that within UNEP, they “very much rely on...

• Unexpected love: Japan traditional dancer finds love at 60 with 26-year-old devoted 
protege (2026-04-24 06:00)

After two decades of a loveless personal life, a 60-year-old traditional dancer in Japan
discovered unexpected late-life love with a protege who is 34 years her junior. In April, the
couple made an appearance on the Japanese television show Welcome, Newlyweds!, but they
chose to keep their true identities private. The wife, a seasoned performer from Ibaraki in
eastern Japan, has dedicated her life to traditional dance since childhood and currently teaches
at Tsubaki, a local taishu engeki...

• Trump extends Iran ceasefire; Hong Kong actress’ second cancer shock: SCMP’s 7 
highlights (2026-04-24 05:30)

We have selected seven stories from this week’s news across Hong Kong, mainland China, the
wider Asia region and beyond that resonated with our readers and shed light on topical issues.
If you would like to see more of our reporting, please consider subscribing. 1. Trump extends
Iran ceasefire, claims interception of ‘gift from China’ US President Donald Trump
announced a last-minute extension of the ceasefire with Iran following a request from
Pakistan’s top leadership, even as he appeared to...

• America offers US$4 million bounty for arrest of Chinese money launderer (2026-04-24 
04:59)

The United States is offering a reward of up to US$4 million for information leading to the arrest
of a Chinese national who fled the US after being convicted of money laundering. The bounty on
fugitive Daren Li, 43, was announced by the State Department on Thursday through its
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Transnational Organised Crime Rewards Programme. In February, Li was convicted
andsentenced in absentia to 20 years in prison by the US Court for the Central District of
California.He had pleaded guilty in November 2024...

• Bangladeshi YouTuber’s death sparks mourning amid Malaysia’s drink-driving crisis 
(2026-04-24 04:50)

The death of a Bangladeshi gaming influencer in an alleged drink-driving crash involving a
Malaysian soldier has sparked cries for justice and renewed demands for punitive laws, as
anger grows over a second similar fatal case in less than a month. Muzahid Millad, 22 – better
known as Advance Gaming – died on Wednesday after the suspect’s car reportedly veered into
the opposite lane on the Maju Expressway, colliding with the e-hailing vehicle in which the
content creator and his wife were...

• Xi Jinping meets foreign leaders: tracker 2026 (2026-04-24 03:58)

Mozambique President Daniel Chapo became the first African head of state to meet with
Chinese President Xi Jinping this year. Chapo was the tenth national leader overall to meet Xi in
Beijing in 2026, following earlier visits from the heads of countries including the UK, Canada,
Vietnam and Spain. US President Donald Trump is due to have a summit with Xi during a May
14-15 visit to China. Russian President Vladimir Putin will visit the country before the end of
June.

• India opens door to Sheikh Hasina extradition talks: a Delhi-Dhaka thaw? (2026-04-24 
03:46)

India’s agreement to review Dhaka’s request for Sheikh Hasina’s extradition could hint at
more flexibility over a deeply political issue, but observers warn that does not mean New Delhi
is ready to hand the former Bangladesh ruler over just yet. The ex-prime minister fled to India
in August 2024 after her regime fell to protesters. India’s Ministry of External Affairs
confirmed on April 17 it was conducting a formal review of Dhaka’s extradition request. The
announcement – a significant shift...

• Huawei doubles down on autonomous driving, earmarking US$11.7b for autopilot training 
(2026-04-24 03:39)

Adamant about retaining its runaway lead in supplying smart driving systems in China, Huawei
Technologies plans to invest as much as 80 billion yuan (US$11.7 billion) over the next five years
to boost computing power essential for training and testing semi-autonomous cars. The
massive capital expenditure would enhance the reliability of cars fitted with the Huawei
Qiankun ADS autopilot system, as the Shenzhen-based tech giant looked to expand its customer
base, said Jin Yuzhi, CEO of Huawei’s...

• Indonesia rules out collecting transit fees from ships in Malacca Strait (2026-04-24 03:30)
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Indonesia’s top diplomat said the country will not pursue tolls on ships passing through the
Strait of Malacca, seeking to calm concerns after its finance minister raised the idea this week.
“As a trading nation, Indonesia supports freedom of navigation and expects open sea lanes,”
Foreign Minister Sugiono said on Thursday in Jakarta. “So Indonesia is not in a position to
impose such charges – that would not be appropriate.” Finance Minister Purbaya Yudhi
Sadewa on Wednesday questioned whether...

• DeepSeek unveils next-gen AI model as Huawei vows ‘full support’ with new chips 
(2026-04-24 03:25)

DeepSeek has finally released its much-anticipated next-generation foundational artificial
intelligence model, the open-source V4, which it said was competitive with leading US
closed-source models from the likes of OpenAI and Google DeepMind. The Hangzhou-based AI
start-up released two versions of the model on Friday, with the V4-pro model boasting 1.6
trillion parameters, making it the company’s biggest-ever model by that metric, while the
smaller V4-flash model has 284 billion parameters. A...

• Could thousands of US ‘hellscape’ drone boats mess with PLA plans for Taiwan? 
(2026-04-24 03:16)

Taiwanese analysts have broadly welcomed a new US Navy plan to deploy thousands of
uncrewed surface vessels across the Indo-Pacific by 2030, saying it could complicate Beijing’s
military planning and strengthen deterrence. But they also warned that unless Taipei pressed
ahead with its own stalled drone fleet ambitions, the approach might offer Taiwan only limited
direct benefit, given Washington’s production, logistics and surveillance challenges. The
assessments follow remarks this week by...

• Tai Po probe: fire chief says authorities could have collaborated better (2026-04-24 03:07)

This story has been made freely available as a public service to our readers. Please consider
supporting SCMP’s journalism by subscribing. The head of the Fire Services Department (FSD)
will give evidence on the 19th day of evidential hearings into Hong Kong’s deadliest fire in
decades, becoming the most senior official to testify to date. Director of Fire Services Andy
Yeung Yan-kin appeared before the independent committee on Friday to testify about the
department’s operations before and...

• How fake military job ads in Philippines led to alleged spy recruitment pipeline 
(2026-04-24 03:00)

The job ads posted on several Philippine military forums on Facebook in 2023 looked enticing.
“We are hiring regional security researcher,” said a notice bearing the emblem of Janes – the
well-known international aerospace and military technology publisher. It came with an
eye-watering offer: “US$1,000-US$5,000.” “Send us your CV,” the ad urged, giving Viber
and WhatsApp numbers as well as an email address. The hitch: while the ad was real, the
recruiter was not. Researchers who traced the ad’s...
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• Japan injects new life into Fukushima with nuclear plant ‘hope tourism’ (2026-04-24 
02:21)

Fifteen years after one of the world’s worst nuclear disasters, this part of the Fukushima coast
feels stuck in the aftermath. Empty lots where homes once stood. Signs warning of restricted
access. Convoys of construction trucks carrying radioactive dirt and materials. And then,
improbably, a tour bus. Visitors are flowing into barely inhabited towns, attracted for the most
part by the very catastrophe that drove their residents away. The wrecked Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear plant has become a...

• ChiNext, Shenzhen’s Nasdaq, emerges as investor darling as start-up indexes smash 
records (2026-04-24 02:00)

An overhaul of listing and trading rules has driven a 16-year-old board for start-ups on the
Shenzhen Stock Exchange to an all-time high, and traders believe the listed companies’
above-average earnings growth and exposure to renewable energy will extend the
record-setting run. The ChiNext 50 Index of the board’s 50 biggest stocks and the ChiNext
Composite Index both broke highs set in 2015 this week, outpacing other equity gauges of
yuan-denominated stocks, which have yet to fully recoup their...

• Man dies after fainting on Cathay Pacific flight from UK to Hong Kong (2026-04-24 01:41)

A 51-year-old man who fainted on a Cathay Pacific flight to Hong Kong from the UK was
pronounced dead on Friday morning. Flight CX216 took off from Manchester and landed at
Hong Kong International Airport at 6.35am on Friday. Police said they received a report about
the man’s collapse at 6.16am, adding that the deceased had a history of illness. In a reply to
the South China Morning Post, a Cathay Pacific spokesman said the crew and a doctor on board
had provided immediate first aid to the...

• Fake app drains Filipino retiree’s life savings via ‘malware-as-a-service’ (2026-04-24 
01:30)

Albert*, a 68-year-old retiree in the Philippines, was struggling to log into the country’s Social
Security System app in August last year when a man rang to offer help. The caller said he
worked for the government pension fund, the website was down for maintenance and a new
app had just been rolled out. To prove he was genuine, he sent Albert his full name, Social
Security number, and home address over the Viber messaging app, followed by a link to the
“new” app. More than an hour after Albert...

• Engine dilemma lies at heart of successful take-off for China’s C919 (2026-04-24 01:30)

The signal is clear. In the first quarter of this year, just three C919 aircraft were delivered – two
to China Southern Airlines and one to Air China. For a Chinese programme expected to deliver
more than 30 of these home-grown narrowbody airliners this year, the gap between ambition
and reality has opened up quickly. Commercial Aircraft Corporation of China (Comac) delivered

https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/east-asia/article/3351231/japan-injects-new-life-fukushima-nuclear-plant-hope-tourism?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/business/china-business/article/3351146/chinext-shenzhens-nasdaq-emerges-investor-darling-start-indexes-smash-records?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/business/china-business/article/3351146/chinext-shenzhens-nasdaq-emerges-investor-darling-start-indexes-smash-records?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/3351228/man-dies-after-fainting-cathay-pacific-flight-uk-hong-kong?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/lifestyle-culture/article/3351222/fake-app-drains-filipino-retirees-life-savings-malware-service?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/opinion/china-opinion/article/3350858/engine-dilemma-lies-heart-successful-take-chinas-c919?utm_source=rss_feed


SecurityStudies.info CHINA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 89 — 2026-04-29

15 C919s last year, far short of the target of 75 set before supply disruptions forced a reset.Even
the modest reported...

• ‘Phone booth princess’: China grandma dedicates 33 years to managing public 
telephone booth (2026-04-24 01:00)

A Shanghai grandmother has been nicknamed the “telephone booth princess” for persisting
in her post as a public phone booth manager for 33 years. Shen Yuxiu, who is in her 80s,
manages the city’s last staffed booth. She looks after two very old landline phones. Everyday
she arrives at 9am and stays until 8pm. Despite the fact that the booth is located on Fuzhou
Road, which connects Shanghai’s two hottest tourist spots, The Bund and People’s Square,
Shen said that she only earns two yuan (3 US...

• Value, space and style pull Hongkongers to Shenzhen’s new cultural hotspots 
(2026-04-24 00:30)

Hongkonger Dominique Li and his wife spent a two-day break earlier this month in Shenzhen to
soak up the cultural vibe, a short getaway they said would not be their last. The 45-year-old
engineer, who lives in Tin Shui Wai in the northwestern New Territories, was particularly drawn
to a new landmark, Shenzhen Bay Culture Square in Nanshan district. He treated his visit to
Shenzhen like a trip to Hong Kong’s Causeway Bay shopping district, which also takes about an
hour. “The spaces here are...

• Chinese EV makers bet on in-house chips to make cars smarter and more autonomous 
(2026-04-24 00:30)

Chinese electric vehicle (EV) makers and supply-chain vendors, from Tesla rivals Xpeng to Nio
and lidar sensor producer Hesai Group, will display their technological advances on a new front
– in-car chips – at the Auto China show in Beijing as the country’s automotive industry makes
rapid progress. Carmakers and vendors are designing and developing chips to power
autonomous driving and in-car entertainment systems. These chips boast computing power on
par with blockbuster products made by chip...

• Australia’s US$7 billion Japan warship deals signals shift from US overreliance 
(2026-04-24 00:00)

A landmark warship deal between Australia and Japan is expected to drive further defence
technology cooperation between the two Asia-Pacific nations, comparable in scope to
Canberra’s security arrangements with Washington. Analysts say the agreement with Tokyo
will also help Canberra address navy shortfalls and reduce its overreliance on the US at a time
of great volatility. Australian Defence Minister Richard Marles and his Japanese counterpart
Shinjiro Koizumi announced on Saturday that the...

• Trump’s ‘gold card’ visa granted to just 1 person so far (2026-04-23 23:32)
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US President Donald Trump’s “gold card” visa, where a foreigner can shell out at least US$1
million to legally live and work in the US, has been approved for one person, said Commerce
Secretary Howard Lutnick Thursday – appearing to fall a bit short of an earlier claim. After it
launched in December, Lutnick said that the government had sold US$1.3 billion “worth” in
just several days, as Trump stood by holding up the gilded ticket and said, “essentially it’s the
green card on steroids.” Lutnick...

• Brazil beckoned: China now has stock and bond ‘connect’ schemes in these 5 regions 
(2026-04-23 23:00)

China has launched a bond-market-connect scheme with Brazil, Chinese media outlets reported
this week, marking the first such link among emerging markets. Schemes such as this one, often
dubbed “connects” between Chinese bond or stock markets and their offshore counterparts,
typically allow investors to bypass special permits or capital-flow controls when trading on
either side’s exchanges. China now maintains at least five offshore capital-market “connect”
schemes on three continents. Hong...

• US soldier charged with using inside info to win US$400,000 bet on Maduro’s capture 
(2026-04-23 22:29)

A US soldier has been charged with using inside information to win US$400,000 in an online
betting market on Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro’s capture, federal officials
announced on Thursday. Gannon Ken Van Dyk was part of the operation to capture Maduro in
January and used his access to classified information to make money on the prediction market
site Polymarket, the federal prosecutor’s office in New York said. Van Dyk was a senior
enlisted soldier who was part of the special forces...

• Trump ally to visit China as US turns up pressure before May summit (2026-04-23 22:18)

US President Donald Trump’s close ally, Senator Steve Daines, will lead a bipartisan delegation
to China next week, according to sources, even as Washington steps up pressure on Beijing over
trade, technological competition, and its ties to Iran, ahead of a closely watched leaders’
summit on May 14-15. According to people familiar who requested anonymity, the five-member
delegation led by Daines, a Republican from Montana, will begin its visit on May 1, with stops in
Shanghai and Beijing. The...

• ‘China or India or some other hellhole’: Trump reposts anti-immigrant rant 
(2026-04-23 22:07)

US President Donald Trump reposted a video and comments from a conservative pundit calling
India a “hellhole”, prompting the South Asian country on Thursday to criticise the remarks as
“inappropriate”. The comments come ahead of a planned visit next month to India by US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who would seek to turn the page on recent tensions between
the normally friendly powers. Trump late on Wednesday reposted on social media a video and a
screed apparently written by someone else...
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• ‘Undeniable reality’: why China should be wary of US focus on global maritime 
chokepoints (2026-04-23 22:00)

US confrontations with Iran over the Strait of Hormuz point to future American attempts to
contain China via maritime chokepoints, a Chinese policy adviser has warned, suggesting that
Beijing boost its naval presence in the region. In a policy recommendation addressed to Beijing,
Gu Dingguo, an East China Normal University research fellow in neighbourhood diplomacy and
security, said the Iran war reflected Washington’s greater emphasis on implementing its
maritime security strategy. “By...

• Trump says Israel and Lebanon agree to extend ceasefire by 3 weeks (2026-04-23 19:36)

Israel and Lebanon agreed on Thursday to extend their ceasefire by three weeks after a second
round of negotiations between their envoys in Washington, despite reports of violations of the
truce from both sides. US President Donald Trump announced the extension on social media,
saying Washington “is going to work with Lebanon in order to protect itself from Hezbollah”.
“The Ceasefire between Israel and Lebanon will be extended by THREE WEEKS,” he wrote,
calling the meeting “very historic” and...

• Trump says King Charles’ visit could ‘absolutely’ repair US-UK ties (2026-04-23 17:21)

US President Donald Trump told the BBC on Thursday that British King Charles’ coming state
visit to the United States could “absolutely” help rebuild strained ties between the two
countries. Charles heads to the US on Monday for a four-day trip, with transatlantic tensions
over the Iran war and scandals linked to the late US sex offender Jeffrey Epstein threatening to
intrude on the landmark visit. Asked by the BBC whether Charles’s visit could help repair the
relationship between the US and UK,...

• Beached whale grips and divides Germany: ‘free Timmy!’ (2026-04-23 17:00)

The sad saga of a humpback whale stranded a month ago on the German coast has sparked a
flood of compassion but also a media frenzy, angry disputes, conspiracy theories and death
threats. As Germans have followed the travails of the sea mammal, dubbed “Timmy” by a
newspaper, on their live news tickers, television screens and influencers’ social media
channels, some worry about what its epic struggle says about a nation’s collective psyche.
Sociologist Christian Stegbauer said the whale, a highly...

• From pilots to productivity: AI finds its footing in business (2026-04-23 16:00)

[The content of this article has been produced by our advertising partner.] AI-enabled solution 
providers and corporate gathered at Hong Kong Science Park on March 24 to examine 
real-world use cases of AI as it shifts from experimental pilots into connected, operational 
systems across multiple sectors. The “Connected Intelligence: AI & Robotics Across 
Industries” event featured candid exchanges on workforce preparation, customer engagement 
and the challenges of scaling AI. In the panel...
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• Hong Kong made a new go-to as global tech gateway (2026-04-23 16:00)

[The content of this article has been produced by our advertising partner.] A new international
network, Global Connect – Global Innovation Exchange (GIE), was set to facilitate scale-ups win
business, raise capital and find partners as they move between Hong Kong, the Chinese
mainland and overseas markets. Unveiled in March by the Hong Kong Science and Technology
Parks Corporation (HKSTP), the GIE is being pitched as a year-round platform rallying
innovators, investors, corporates, chambers,...

• Warner Bros investors back US$110 billion merger with Paramount Skydance (2026-04-23 
15:29)

Warner Bros Discovery shareholders on �Thursday backed the company’s proposed US$110
billion merger with Paramount Skydance, but cast an advisory vote against executive
compensation plans tied to the deal. Under the pay packages proposed to executives, CEO
David Zaslav could receive ‌up to US$887 million if the sale is completed. Proxy advisor ISS had
said Zaslav’s potential payout was “extremely large”. “Management now faces a twofold
challenge: securing [regulatory] approval for the deal and...

• Trump says Navy will ‘shoot and kill’ boats laying mines in Strait of Hormuz 
(2026-04-23 15:15)

In the latest cycle of threats and concessions that have marked US President Donald Trump’s
approach to the war that he and his Israeli counterpart started against Iran, the mercurial
president said on Thursday he would destroy any undersized boat attempting to lay mines in
the blocked Strait of Hormuz. His focus on diminutive vessels followed his oft-repeated
messaging that Iran’s larger naval vessels are no more as he renews his effort to muscle
Tehran’s frustratingly resilient regime to...

• Why Iran war is the surest sign that the US is in decline (2026-04-23 15:00)

As key allies turn away and war costs soar, the US military campaign against Iran is spurring a
growing consensus among Chinese observers and state media – that Washington’s unrivalled
global dominance is crumbling. Communist Party mouthpiece People’s Daily issued a sharp
critique on Thursday, warning that the United States’ shift from an “international
rule-builder” to a “predatory hegemon” would ultimately undermine its prosperity and
influence. “In the post-Cold War era, while the...

• Beijing’s emphasis on security weighing on US firms’ optimism: AmCham China 
(2026-04-23 14:30)

American enterprises operating in China lauded improvements in the country’s regulatory
environment and more “openness”, but long-standing concerns over access and Beijing’s
emphasis on security continue to weigh on optimism, with expectations for US President
Donald Trump’s looming China visit also muted, according to a leading business chamber.
Targeted regulatory refinement in some sectors, ﻿﻿ongoing updates to foreign investment policies
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and market access measures, and “incremental”...

• Fifa World Cup: Italy underwhelmed by Trump envoy’s suggestion they should replace 
Iran (2026-04-23 14:00)

The suggestion that Iran should be replaced by Italy at this year’s World Cup drew a mix of
embarrassment and apathy from Azzurri fans on Thursday, with Italian media pointing out that
the idea had a very familiar feel. Donald Trump’s US special envoy Paolo Zampolli told the
Financial Times that he made the suggestion to the US President and Fifa head Gianni Infantino.
“I’m an Italian native and it would be a dream to see the Azzurri ‌at a US-hosted tournament.
With four titles, they have the...

• Millions of Americans may now also be considered Canadian under new law (2026-04-23 
13:57)

Potentially millions of Americans suddenly have a much easier path to Canadian citizenship,
prompting a rush of people to explore their ancestry and file paperwork seeking dual
citizenship. For people like Zack Loud of Farmington, Minnesota, it was a surprise to learn that
under a new law, Canada already considered him and his siblings citizens because their
grandmother is Canadian. “My wife and I were already talking about potentially looking at jobs
outside the country, but citizenship pushed...

• US reclassifies certain marijuana products as a less-dangerous drug (2026-04-23 13:24)

The US Department of Justice is reclassifying FDA-approved and state-licensed marijuana as a
less dangerous drug, Acting Attorney General Todd Blanche said on Thursday. The
announcement does not legalise marijuana across the United States. In a post on X, Blanche
said the Justice Department was “immediately rescheduling FDA-approved marijuana and
state-licensed marijuana from Schedule I to �Schedule III”. The department is also initiating
an expedited hearing to consider the broader rescheduling...

• All Hong Kong public universities make Asian league table top 100 for first time 
(2026-04-23 13:02)

For the first time, all eight Hong Kong public universities have been ranked among the top 100
in a widely watched Asian league table, with the city’s two oldest tertiary institutions ranking
among the region’s top 10. Phil Baty, chief global affairs officer of Times Higher Education
(THE), also highlighted Hong Kong’s role as a world-leading education hub, noting it remained
the only metropolis with as many as five universities listed in the global top 100 since 2024, an
achievement he said no...

• Defects – not jumping tourists – caused deadly Xinjiang bridge collapse: report 
(2026-04-23 13:00)

Authorities in China’s western Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region have blamed construction
defects and management failures – rather than the actions of tourists – for a deadly suspension
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bridge failure last summer. In a report released on Thursday, investigators concluded
that“legal violations, gross negligence and dereliction of duty” caused the Jiangjun Bridge at
theXiata Scenic Area in Yili to tilt, killing five people and injuring 24 others. The incident
occurred at6.15pm on August 6, when...

• China targets greener AI data centres, heavy industry in push to meet 2030 climate goals 
(2026-04-23 13:00)

China has released new guidelines to reduce carbon emissions across strategic sectors –
including energy-intensive data centres – as Beijing pushes to secure its 2030 climate targets
amid volatile energy prices triggered by the US-Israeli war in Iran. The 18-point document,
issued by the ruling Communist Party’s powerful Central Committee and the State Council,
China’s cabinet, called on heavy industries – including steel, non-ferrous metals and chemicals
– to boost energy efficiency and...

• Blooming good: Monet, maestros shine as garden art bridges East and West (2026-04-23 
12:58)

Two famed water lily paintings by French Impressionist master Claude Monet will go on display
in Hong Kong from Friday in a free exhibition highlighting cultural exchange between East and
West. The show, titled “Blooming: the Art of Garden in East and West”, brings together more
than 100 sets of exhibits from the Art Institute of Chicago, Beijing’s Palace Museum and the
Palace of Versailles in Paris. The Hong Kong Museum of Art in Tsim Sha Tsui, which is hosting
the show, has also contributed...

• EU approves US$106 billion loan to Ukraine after Hungary lifts veto (2026-04-23 12:41)

The European Union on Thursday approved a massive loan package to help Ukraine meet its
economic and military needs for the next two years, the bloc’s Cypriot presidency said, after
Hungary lifted its veto. The EU also approved a new raft of sanctions against Russia over its war
on Ukraine. The measures were prepared early this year and set to be announced in February
to mark the fourth anniversary of the conflict, but Hungary and Slovakia opposed the move.
Hungary and Slovakia have been locked...

• Hong Kong airport’s revenue ‘expected to grow by up to 10%’ despite Mideast war 
(2026-04-23 12:35)

Hong Kong International Airport expects revenue to grow by up to 10 per cent this year despite
disruptions from the Iran conflict, with its chief executive aiming to position it as an alternative
hub to the Middle East. In a wide-ranging interview with the South China Morning Post on
Thursday, Airport Authority Hong Kong CEO Vivian Cheung Kar-fay said flights that had been
cancelled due to the conflict – including those by flag carrier Cathay Pacific Airways – were
those that were “less...
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• As US-Iran war chokes Hormuz, can Central Asia’s ‘Middle Corridor’ rise to the 
rescue? (2026-04-23 12:30)

As the US-Israeli war with Iran chokes off shipping through the Strait of Hormuz, the “Middle
Corridor” is being held up as a critical alternative lifeline linking East Asia to Europe. Also
known as the Trans-Caspian International Transport Route, the Middle Corridor is a multimodal
logistics route that connects China and Europe via Kazakhstan in Central Asia, Azerbaijan and
Georgia in the South Caucasus, the Caspian Sea and Turkey. Waqar Ahmad, president of
Kazakhstan’s Nazarbayev University,...

• China can offer Gulf states more than just a security umbrella (2026-04-23 12:30)

The Iran war has delivered a systemic shock to the Gulf’s security architecture and economic
miracle. Two taboos were rapidly broken. The Strait of Hormuz, which carries roughly one-fifth
of global oil consumption and close to a quarter of seaborne crude, was paralysed for sustained
periods. Iranian strikes reached deep into Gulf territory, hitting ports, energy terminals and
airports with a frequency that exceeded attacks on Israel. War-risk insurance premiums and
tanker charter rates surged...

• Iran’s exiled crown prince Pahlavi splashed with red substance in Berlin (2026-04-23 
12:10)

Iran’s exiled crown prince Reza Pahlavi was splattered with red liquid on Thursday as he left a
building in Berlin. Pahlavi had just departed a news briefing, during which he criticised the
ceasefire between the United States and Iran, when the incident occurred outside Germany’s
federal press conference building. He appeared unhurt by the liquid coating the back of his
blazer and neck, and waved to his supporters before he got into a car that drove away. Police
said the liquid appeared to be...

• China must ‘strengthen education’ of Tibetan Buddhists, Beijing official says after tour 
(2026-04-23 12:00)

A senior Chinese official who oversees religious and ethnic minority affairs has called for China
to “strengthen” the education, training and management of Tibetan Buddhist personnel. Li
Ganjie, head of the Communist Party’s United Front Work Department and a member of the
now 22-man Politburo, made the call during a trip to Tibetan areas in western China, state news
agency Xinhua reported on Wednesday. He visited several religious organisations and study
institutions in the Tibetan autonomous...

• Why Anthropic’s Mythos has energised China’s cybersecurity industry (2026-04-23 
12:00)

In the second of a three-part series on Anthropic’s powerful Mythos artificial intelligence
model, we examine the effect it has had on China’s cybersecurity and finance industries. US
start-up Anthropic’s new AI model, Claude Mythos Preview, has drawn global attention for its
ability to autonomously identify and exploit cybersecurity vulnerabilities at a level that appears
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to surpass conventional tools used in enterprise and financial systems. The model has not
beenmade publicly available, with...

• How the Philippines became Japan’s closest security partner in Southeast Asia 
(2026-04-23 11:55)

The Philippines has emerged as the clearest example of what observers say is Japan’s shift
towards a more active defence role abroad, with both countries deepening their military
cooperation in areas ranging from joint drills to technological partnerships. Japanese forces are
taking part for the first time in this year’s Balikatan military exercises hosted by the
Philippines, while bilateral cooperation is set to expand after Tokyo eased its defence export
rules. These activities signal the...

• Hong Kong airport staff offered free measles jabs in bid to prevent outbreak (2026-04-23 
11:52)

Health authorities will provide free measles vaccinations to Hong Kong airport workers from
Friday, following the detection of three cases among aircraft maintenance staff. The Centre for
Health Protection (CHP) warned on Thursday of the “relatively high” risk of measles
transmission at the aviation hub, citing the high volume of travellers passing through there and
the sizeable proportion of non-local-born workers who might not have received measles jabs in
childhood. “In order to prevent...

• China’s Russia ties mean EU trade deal is off the table, Finland says (2026-04-23 11:12)

China’s close ties with Russia should be a “disqualifying factor” in Beijing’s bid to launch
talks on a free-trade agreement with the European Union, Finland’s foreign minister has said.
In meetings with European leaders, Beijing has been floating the prospect of a trade or
investment deal, while German Chancellor Friedrich Merz last month said a pact could be
possible in the future. In an exclusive interview in Helsinki on Wednesday, however, Foreign
Minister Elina Valtonen poured cold water on...

• Hong Kong set for intense thundery showers, gusts in the evening (2026-04-23 11:03)

This story has been made freely available as a public service to our readers. Please consider
supporting SCMP’s journalism by subscribing. Hong Kong is set for intense thundery showers
and gusts on Thursday evening, the weather forecaster has warned, with local temperatures
expected to dip to as low as 19 degrees Celsius (66.2 Fahrenheit) under a cold front. In two
separate special alerts issued at 6pm, the Observatory said an area of intense thundery showers
associated with upper-air...

• Malaysia’s durian growers in ‘survival mode’ as early glut and Iran war hit export 
trade (2026-04-23 10:59)

Malaysia’s durian growers say they are in “survival mode” as an early bumper harvest
collides with a surge in fuel and freight costs, squeezing an export trade built around getting
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premium fruit into China fast. Hot weather has brought harvests forward, swelling supply justas
exporters face higher packaging, energy and transport costs, with the Iran war disrupting
fuelsupplies and making cargo more expensive. The strain is exposing the vulnerability
ofMalaysia’s durian industry, which has...

• South Korea’s air force apologises after audit blames 2021 jet collision on mid-air selfies 
(2026-04-23 10:57)

South Korea’s air force apologised on �Thursday for a �2021 mid-air collision involving two
�fighter jets, a day after auditors said pilots were taking selfies and filming during the flight
and held them responsible for the accident. “We sincerely apologise to the public ‌for the
concern caused by the accident that occurred in 2021,” an air force spokesman said in a press
briefing, adding that one of the pilots involved had been suspended from flying duties, received
severe disciplinary action...

• Indonesia’s new food labels are ‘long overdue’, but can they help fight rising obesity? 
(2026-04-23 10:40)

Indonesia’s new front-of-pack nutrition labelling scheme has been welcomed by health
advocates as a long-overdue measure to tackle excessive sugar, salt and fat intake. But experts
said the labels were only a first step and would do little on their own to slow Indonesia’s
growing burden of obesity, diabetes, hypertension and other diet-related diseases. A decree
issued by the health ministry on April 14 requires ready-to-eat food and drink products to carry
nutrition labels and health messages...

• Henderson Land joint venture to operate Central Harbourfront Event Space (2026-04-23 
10:36)

A Henderson Land Development joint venture has won a five-year contract to operate the
Central Harbourfront Event Space in Hong Kong, with a clause that would require the
government to be compensated if the number of events falls short of its commitment. The
Development Bureau on Thursday announced that Central Grand Limited (CGL), a joint venture
between the property developer and concert organiser YW Company, beat five other bidders for
the prime site which hosts major events such as the...

• How fire safety failures worsened Hong Kong’s deadly inferno (2026-04-23 10:02)

• Chinese military experts take stock of US munitions weak spot exposed by Iran war 
(2026-04-23 10:00)

The United States’ depleted stockpile of munitions from its war on Iran and limited production
capacity will be a critical vulnerability against stronger adversaries, according to Chinese
military observers. During the 39 days of war before the ceasefire, the US is estimated to have
used about half of both its Patriot air defence missiles and the longer-range Terminal High
Altitude Area Defence (THAAD) interceptors. Stockpiles of Standard Missile 3 (SM-3) and
Standard Missile 6 (SM-6)...
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• Wealthy young Chinese gain popularity for founding companies with relaxed work 
environments (2026-04-23 10:00)

China’s fuerdai, or “second-generation rich”, are shaking off their notorious image and have
become the favourite boss of some young people. The term fuerdai was invented in the 2000s
and refers to the children of people who accumulated wealth following China’s reform and
opening up in 1978. It was considered a pejorative term, often associated with the spoiled
character and overindulgent lifestyles of rich children. However, in contemporary China, fuerdai
are dispensing with their stereotypes...

• ‘One country, two systems’ can serve as global model: Hong Kong’s Regina Ip 
(2026-04-23 09:57)

Hong Kong’s “one country, two systems” principle can serve as a model around the world
and represents the city’s biggest contribution to Beijing’s Global Governance Initiative,
political heavyweight Regina Ip Lau Suk-yee has said. Ip, the convenor of the government’s key
decision-making Executive Council and a former lawmaker, made the remarks at a media
briefing on Thursday ahead of the third edition of the annual Global Prosperity Summit, which
is organised by her think tank – the Savantas...

• Conservationists hail jailing of Vietnamese pangolin scale smugglers in 900kg haul 
(2026-04-23 09:45)

The jailing of two Vietnamese men who brokered a sale of 900kg (2,000lbs) of pangolin scales
from Africa destined for the Chinese market has returned the spotlight to the illicit trade in an
animal that has been poached to the edge of extinction. Prized for its meat and scales, the
pangolin has almost disappeared from forests and their hilly habitats of Africa and Asia.
Conservationists estimate around 1 million have been trafficked over the last decade, triggered
by demand for traditional...

• Hong Kong’s Langham group among first to invest in Beijing’s ‘city of the future’ 
Xiongan (2026-04-23 09:30)

A hotel operator’s planned entry into Xiongan New Area southwest of Beijing highlights a
tentative but growing alignment between Hong Kong’s private sector and the state-backed
development project, as leaders renew efforts to accelerate the zone’s transformation into a
hi-tech growth hub. Hong Kong-based Langham Hospitality Group, a wholly owned subsidiary of
Great Eagle Holdings, said on Thursday that it had signed a management agreement with China
Xiongan Group Public Service Management to...

• Hong Kong jobless rate dips for second successive quarter (2026-04-23 09:08)

Hong Kong’s unemployment rate fell by 0.1 percentage point to 3.7 per cent in the first
quarter, marking a second consecutive decline across rolling three-month periods. The Census
and Statistics Department said on Thursday the jobless rate stood at 3.7 per cent for January to
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March, down from 3.8 per cent in the preceding period from December to February.
Theunderemployment rate also edged down by 0.1 percentage point, from 1.7 per cent to 1.6
percent over the same periods. The accommodation...

• South Korean army removes poster depicting controversial hand gesture (2026-04-23 
09:06)

A common hand gesture in a South Korean army recruitment poster has prompted scrutiny of a
little-known cultural sensitivity in the country. In the poster, a female model in a combat
uniform poses with her hand resting under her chin. All quite innocent – except her thumb and
index finger form a shape that many South Koreans associate with man-hating, according to The
Korea Herald. The finger pinching gesture is known as the “Megalian hand”, after the radical
South Korean feminist group that...

• China’s premium EVs mount tech-powered challenge to BMW, Mercedes-Benz at expo 
(2026-04-23 09:00)

This year’s Auto China, the world’s largest car show, is likely to mark a watershed for
Chinese electric vehicle (EV) makers as they push dozens of new premium models into the
spotlight, challenging European manufacturers such as BMW and Mercedes-Benz. Leading EV
makers in mainland China, from BYD and Geely to Leapmotor and Nio, will showcase their latest
models at the 10-day show, which starts in Beijing on Friday, having moved up the value chain
through the rapid adoption of technological...

• Turkey passes bill to restrict social media access for under-15s (2026-04-23 08:59)

Turkish lawmakers passed a bill late on Wednesday that includes restricting access to social
media platforms for children under 15, state media reported. The legislation is the latest in a
global trend to protect young people from dangerous online activity. Its passage comes a week
after a 14-year-old boy killed nine students and a teacher at a middle school in
Kahramanmaras, southern Turkey, in a gun attack. Police are investigating the online activity of
the perpetrator, who also died, in a...

• Hong Kong fire services declined Tai Po alert over confusion fears, inquiry hears 
(2026-04-23 08:49)

Hong Kong’s fire services declined to activate an emergency alert during the city’s deadliest
inferno in decades, citing concerns that it might have caused confusion among trapped
residents, a public inquiry has heard. An independent committee investigating last year’s
disaster at Wang Fuk Court was also told on Thursday that the system, which would have
triggered a loud, high-pitched alarm on mobile phones, would have offered little help to the Fire
Services Department’s evacuation efforts, as...

• Personal info of 9,045 people compromised in Hong Kong private club data breach 
(2026-04-23 08:41)
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A data breach at Yau Yat Chuen Garden City Club has compromised the personal information of
more than 9,000 people, Hong Kong’s privacy watchdog has found, urging organisations to
review security measures and update software to close loopholes. The Office of the Privacy
Commissioner for Personal Data on Thursday also released a guide for parents and teachers to
safeguard children’s online privacy amid increasing risks facing youngsters online. Revealing
the data breach, Privacy Commissioner for...

• Japan’s PM Takaichi tells fellow politician she needs ‘more sleep’ (2026-04-23 08:37)

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi complained she was not getting enough sleep, a
veteran politician who met her on Thursday said. The remark came as Takaichi’s premiership
recently reached the six-month mark. After winning her ruling party’s leadership election in
October, putting her on course to become Japan’s first female prime minister, she vowed to
“work, work, work, work and work”, a phrase that became a catchphrase in 2025. “I want to
get a little more sleep,” the 65-year-old prime...

• Iran war makes green hydrogen viable in Asia as fossil fuel prices soar (2026-04-23 08:33)

The Iran war has done in two months what years of climate policy could not: make green
hydrogen look economically viable. Soaring oil and gas prices since February’s outbreak of
hostilities have narrowed the cost gap between the zero-emission fuel and its fossil rivals,
paving the way for wider uptake across Asia. The eight-week US-Israeli war on Iran, Tehran’s
closure of the Strait of Hormuz and Iranian strikes on Qatar’s Ras Laffan liquefied natural gas
(LNG) complex have sent Asian fuel...

• Why Japan’s central bank is caught between a rock and a hard place (2026-04-23 08:30)

In March 2024, the Bank of Japan raised interest rates for the first time since 2007, lifting
borrowing costs out of negative territory and calling time on decades of ultra-loose monetary
policy as Japan emerged from a long period of entrenched deflation. At the time, inflation had
been above the central bank’s 2 per cent target for 22 months. Fast forward to today, and
inflationary pressures continue to build. Although headline inflation fell to 1.3 per cent in
February, this was because of the...

• How Iran responded to Trump’s claimed role in saving 8 women from execution 
(2026-04-23 08:28)

US President Donald Trump said on Wednesday that Iran had �agreed not to �execute eight
women protesters in a �sign of respect for him, while officials in Tehran denied the executions
had been planned and accused the US president of spreading falsehoods. “Very good news,”
Trump said in a social media post a day after granting a ‌unilateral ceasefire in the war started
by the US and Israel on February 28. Trump said four of the eight women would be released
immediately and four would be sentenced...

https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/east-asia/article/3351142/japans-pm-takaichi-tells-fellow-politician-she-needs-more-sleep?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3351139/iran-war-makes-green-hydrogen-viable-asia-fossil-fuel-prices-soar?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/opinion/asia-opinion/article/3351088/why-japans-central-bank-caught-between-rock-and-hard-place?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/news/world/middle-east/article/3351138/how-iran-responded-trumps-claimed-role-saving-8-women-execution?utm_source=rss_feed


SecurityStudies.info CHINA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 101 — 2026-04-29

• China calls on Cambodia for ‘shared security and risks’ during global turmoil 
(2026-04-23 08:00)

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi called for China and Cambodia to “stand in closer solidarity,
now more than ever” in the first 2+2 strategic dialogue aimed at deepening mutual political
and security ties. During a meeting in Phnom Penh, Wang also urged the two sides to further
strengthen political and security cooperation to “firmly hold the reins of development and
security in their own hands”. The meeting on Wednesday was the first under the 2+2
mechanism with Cambodia involving defence and...

• How a dropped sexual assault case cost an aspiring South Korean police officer her life 
(2026-04-23 07:49)

More than 80,000 people have signed a petition calling for a renewed investigation after a
19-year-old woman died by suicide in late February following a South Korean police decision to
drop her sexual assault case. As of Thursday, the petition posted on the National Assembly site
on April 16 has collected 80,900 signatures, surpassing the 50,000-signature threshold that
requires the legislature to formally review it. The case centres on a woman who filed a criminal
complaint in December 2025...

• In Malaysia, tussle over Negeri Sembilan’s ruler highlights unique state monarchy 
(2026-04-23 07:45)

The ruler of one of Malaysia’s nine royal states said on Thursday that the government should
continue to function “as usual”, using a speech to project calm after four powerful traditional
chiefs claimed they had removed him in one of the country’s strangest palace disputes in
years. The row began on Sunday, when the four chiefs publicly declared that Tuanku Muhriz
Tuanku Munawir, the ruler of Negeri Sembilan, had been deposed over alleged “misconduct”,
without providing details for their...

• Hong Kong police arrest 9 over HK$1.7 million in fake travel insurance claims (2026-04-23 
07:36)

Hong Kong police have arrested nine people over their alleged involvement in a travel insurance
fraud syndicate that staged overseas accidents to claim more than HK$1.7 million (US$217,053).
The force said on Thursday it had received a report from the Hong Kong Federation of Insurers
in October concerning suspicious travel insurance claims, ranging from “a few thousand to
tens of thousands of Hong Kong dollars”. “Police analysed more than 70 suspicious claim
cases and discovered that these...

• Trains collide head-on in Denmark, injuring 18 (2026-04-23 07:19)

Two local trains collided head-on in Denmark on Thursday, injuring 18 people, five of them
critically injured, emergency services said. Two yellow and grey trains were seen at the site,
both with visible damage to the front and facing each other in a wooded area, with rescue
services describing “chaotic” scenes inside the carriages. “The two trains collided
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�head-on, causing large damage to them and sending broken glass flying ‌everywhere,”
fireand rescue service leader Christoffer Buhl...

• Mainland China’s ultra-wealthy numbers rise as Hong Kong tipped for faster growth 
(2026-04-23 07:00)

Mainland China’s population of ultra-high-net-worth individuals (UHNWIs) – those with assets
exceeding US$30 million – has grown by 23 per cent over the past five years to 121,677, and is
projected to expand a further 18.8 per cent to 144,602 by 2031, according to Knight Frank.
Despite that growth, China’s share of global UHNWIs edged down by one percentage point to
17 per cent this year and was expected to fall further to 15 per cent by 2031, as rapid wealth
creation in the United States...

• Lebanon to confront Israel over demolition of homes in occupied areas since ceasefire 
(2026-04-23 06:21)

In areas of southern Lebanon it has occupied since agreeing last week to a ceasefire with
Hezbollah, the Israeli army has been destroying homes it says were used as outposts by the
Iran-backed militant group. But the demolitions were happening on such a wide scale that
residents, Lebanese officials and UN peacekeepers were increasingly worried that large
numbers of people displaced by the latest war would have nowhere to return if the fragile truce
holds. From a hill overlooking Beit Lif - about...

• Italian man convicted of trafficking Singaporean Tinder date for Dubai sex work 
(2026-04-23 06:15)

A court has convicted an Italian man of human trafficking by tricking a Singaporean woman into
sex work in Dubai, after rejecting his defence arguments attacking the victim. Achraf Arjaouy,
31, had claimed trial to one count of recruiting a person by means of deception for the purpose
of sexual exploitation in Dubai. The victim’s identity is protected by a gag order. The
prosecution’s case was that Arjaouy had targeted a woman he met on Tinder by pretending to
be a wealthy pilot from Qatar who...

• MTR Corp unveils HK$300 million wheelset centre, boosting efficiency by 80% (2026-04-23 
06:07)

Hong Kong’s MTR Corporation has unveiled its first wheelset maintenance centre, set to open
in the coming months, cutting the time for the labour-intensive process from more than three
days to 10 hours. The rail giant said on Thursday that the new HK$300 million (US$38.3 million)
Integrated Wheelset Maintenance Centre, located at the Ho Man Tin siding, would be capable of
processing 1,500 wheelsets annually through automation. The capacity is designed to meet
growing service demands on the Tuen...

• Tencent unveils first flagship AI model with former OpenAI researcher at helm 
(2026-04-23 06:05)
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Tencent Holdings has released a new flagship artificial intelligence model, the first since former
OpenAI researcher Yao Shunyu joined the Chinese tech giant to lead its foundational AI
development efforts. The Shenzhen-based company said on Thursday that the new model, an
open-source program called “Hy3 preview”, was its most powerful yet, on par with top
Chinese models but still lagging flagship products from US leaders such as OpenAI and Google
DeepMind. Notably, the model is relatively small...

• Can Chinese scientists bring Nasa’s ‘space spider’ dream to life? (2026-04-23 06:00)

For years, Nasa funded a dream called SpiderFab – a spider-like robot that would crawl through
orbit, weaving solar power stations and giant antennas from spools of carbon fibre – creating
structures too large for any rocket to carry whole. Although SpiderFab never ended up in space,
scientists from the Shenyang Institute of Automation in northern China say they have built the
key technologies to reach a similar goal. The team first made the building blocks from a
carbon-fibre composite, shaping...

• ‘Innate kindness’ of Chinese people moves British granny, 74, travelling solo across 
country (2026-04-23 06:00)

A 74-year-old British grandmother who set off on a solo trip to China received an unexpected
outpouring of support from Chinese netizens who took turns to guide her on her journey. The
heartwarming story began with Xiao Yue, a senior university student from Hezhou in Guangxi
Province, southern China, who first met the British grandmother while volunteering in Phuket.
The woman, Gill, 74, has travelled to 72 countries on her own and has also volunteered in many
countries before. Recently, Xiao...

• More bookings, shorter trips: Chinese adjust to higher fuel prices for Labour Day break 
(2026-04-23 05:32)

The number of Chinese tourists deciding to travel during the five-day Labour Day holiday at the
start of next month could rival or exceed last year’s headcount despite higher global fuel
prices, analysts said, adding travellers were likely to prefer shorter trips to save on transport
costs. Domestic flight bookings were up about 8 per cent year on year and domestic
package-tour reservations were about 10 per cent higher ahead of the break, even after fuel
prices shot up because of the war in...

• Malaysia’s king to pick ‘best candidate’ to head anti-corruption agency (2026-04-23 
04:58)

Malaysia’s king said he would select a new anti-corruption chief, the first official confirmation
that current head Azam Baki’s term will not be renewed when it ends next month. “I will
determine who is the best candidate to lead the MACC from now on,” Sultan Ibrahim Iskandar
of Johor, the current monarch, said in a social media post on Thursday, referring to the
Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission. He added that “there is no need for any party to
politicise the matter”. Representatives for the...
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• AI-driven Hong Kong stock inflows from mainland China slow as investor options multiply 
(2026-04-23 04:49)

Mainland Chinese investors have slowed their purchases of Hong Kong-listed shares this year
after last year’s record inflows, as more artificial intelligence investment opportunities have
emerged in mainland markets, according to BNP Paribas. Southbound inflows via the Stock
Connect cross-border system have reached about US$30 billion so far this year, a slower pace
than 2025, when they hit US$180 billion for the full year, according to the French bank. The
deceleration reflected changing market...

• UN leadership race takes centre stage with first round of interviews (2026-04-23 04:47)

The race to become the next leader of the United Nations moved into a higher gear with the
four declared candidates facing hours of questions over two days. Top among them: can the UN
be made effective again? Rafael Grossi, an Argentine diplomat who heads the International
Atomic Energy Agency, struck a downbeat note about the global body’s future during his
interview replace Secretary General Antonio Guterres. “This election, or selection, process is so
consequential, and this is because we are...

• Euro, yuan unlikely to match US dollar as global currencies, Daniel Gros says (2026-04-23 
04:30)

Daniel Gros is the director of the Institute for European Policymaking at Bocconi University.
Previously, he served as an adviser to the European Parliament, collaborated with the European
Commission as economic adviser to the Delors Committee, which developed plans for the euro,
and worked at the International Monetary Fund. In this interview, Gros examines the structural
tensions shaping EU-China economic ties, draws lessons from the euro’s experience to
analyse the yuan’s...

• How Southeast Asia’s aviation hubs are capturing traffic amid Iran war (2026-04-23 
03:55)

As Southeast Asia’s tourism sector takes a hit from the Iran war, a pivot to serving as
alternative flight hubs may save the industry. The region’s major airlines are seeing an
increase in demand for European routes as travellers avoid Middle Eastern hubs amid
disruptive drone and missile attacks, according to Reuters. Singapore Airlines (SIA) joins other
major Asian carriers, such as Cathay Pacific, Korean Air and Qantas Airways, in posting strong
performances on Europe flights in March. SIA...

• Hundreds left broke after alleged Malaysian scammer vanishes with US$25 billion 
(2026-04-23 03:34)

For more than three years, the numbers on their screens told a convincing story. Steady gains,
smooth withdrawals and returns of up to 5 per cent every fortnight. Encouraged by the early
outcome, many doubled down, pumping in more of their hard-earned savings into a scheme
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they thought was the answer to luxury and a comfy retirement. Then, almost overnight, the
killswitch was flicked and they lost it all to a scheme that swindled ­victims across the globe
ofclose to 100 billion ringgit (US$25...

• Deaths of CIA agents in Mexico spark sovereignty row with White House (2026-04-23 03:33)

The death of US officials following an operation to dismantle a drug lab in northern Mexico is
escalating tensions with Washington, as President Claudia Sheinbaum insists her government
was unaware of their involvement. At a news conference, Sheinbaum said Mexican security
officials involved in the operation were never told about the presence of foreigners, which she
described as a clear breach of security protocols. A person familiar with the matter confirmed
that the two US nationals worked...

• Alibaba opens Qwen app to outside partners with China Eastern Airlines tie-up 
(2026-04-23 03:12)

Alibaba Group Holding has struck its first external partnership for its flagship consumer artificial
intelligence app, linking it with China Eastern Airlines in a move that pushes its agentic
capabilities beyond the company’s own ecosystem and into real-world services. The company
said the fresh collaboration allowed users of the Qwen app to manage the full flight booking
process – from search and ticket purchase to seat selection and check-in – within a single
natural-language chat interface....

• Why no disaster alarm was raised in Tai Po fire, probe hears – as it happened (2026-04-23 
03:11)

This story has been made freely available as a public service to our readers. Please consider
supporting SCMP’s journalism by subscribing. The role of Hong Kong’s fire service remained
under the spotlight on the 18th day of evidential hearings held by an independent committee
investigating the catastrophic blaze at Tai Po’s Wang Fuk Court. Three officers from the Fire
Services Department testified on Thursday before the judge-led panel. Four of their colleagues
gave accounts the previous day of...

• Film on Manila hostage crisis sparks debate over ‘secondary trauma’ in Hong Kong 
(2026-04-23 02:47)

A Hong Kong film adapted from the 2010 Manila hostage crisis, which led to the deaths of eight
Hongkongers, has stirred online debate, with some questioning whether it could cause
“secondary trauma” and others saying it offers lessons from the past. Titled Beyond Hostage
Crisis, the film was released in Malaysia in April and is set to open in Hong Kong on May 28.
Information about the 90-minute film starring newly crowned Hong Kong Film Awards best
actress Fish Liew Chi-yu is available on the...

• US intercepts 3 Iranian tankers near India, Malaysia, Sri Lanka amid Hormuz tensions 
(2026-04-23 02:20)
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The US military has intercepted at least three Iranian-flagged tankers in Asian waters and is
redirecting them away from their positions near India, Malaysia and Sri Lanka, shipping and
security sources said on Wednesday. Washington has imposed a blockade on Iran’s trade by
sea while ‌Iran has fired on ships to prevent them sailing through the Strait of Hormuz waterway
at the entrance to the Middle East Gulf. Nearly two months after the US and Israel began their
war on Iran, there is little sign...

• 600 families seek second visit as residents return to worst-hit Wang Fuk Court tower 
(2026-04-23 02:07)

About 600 families from Hong Kong’s fire-ravaged Wang Fuk Court have requested a second
visit to their flats, authorities have said, as residents of the most severely damaged tower return
to salvage their belongings. While some survivors on Thursday morning recalled harrowing
escapes from the worst-hit block and retrieved large items such as a television and a framed
wedding photo, others criticised the time limit imposed on each household and called for
justice over the deadly blaze. Deputy...

• China’s Canton Fair defies global trends as overseas customers flock to buy robots, 
drones (2026-04-23 02:00)

Shortly after the doors opened each day at the ongoing Canton Fair, every corner of the
robotics and drone halls quickly filled to capacity, while the new energy pavilion remained
densely packed with overseas buyers. Foreign buyers moved slowly between booths, live
streaming their encounters with new tech products to social media, queuing to try out the latest
devices and in some cases, purchasing samples on the spot at the event, which started last
Wednesday. The scenes reflect a broader shift...

• Being annoying is not just an annoyance, it’s harassment under tort law (2026-04-23 
01:30)

The law of tort, from its Latin and Old French origin meaning “wrong”, saw a major 
development in Hong Kong at the beginning of this year. After years of debate in the lower 
courts, Hong Kong’s top court has made it clear that, with Sir Elly Kadoorie & Sons Limited v 
Samantha Jane Bradley [2026] HKCFA 2, harassment is now a recognised tort under common 
law. While it is described as a development, this was the last step of a recognition that was 
more than a decade in the making. The first High...

• Hong Kong’s education hub cannot be a one-market wonder (2026-04-23 01:30)

The numbers tell a revealing story. The city’s eight publicly funded universities, once primarily
judged by academic output and global rankings, are now generating record income from
knowledge transfer. Patents, licensing deals, industry partnerships. These are not side activities.
They are becoming core business lines. Universities are no longer just custodians of knowledge.
They are active market participants, packaging and monetising it. Around them, an ecosystem is
forming. Student hostels...
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• Thai hotels woo Asian guests with curated stays as Iran war keeps Europeans away 
(2026-04-23 01:08)

At a beachfront resort on Koh Samui, photo-obsessed travellers can book private sessions, with 
a dedicated photographer guiding them to the resort’s most camera-ready spots during a 
20-minute shoot. Elsewhere, at Centara Life properties, late-night noodle bowls cater to 
regional tastes. Across Centara Hotels & Resorts, such offerings are becoming more tailored. 
They reflect a shift towards Asian travellers – and their preferences – at a time when European 
visitors are staying away, reshaping...

• China’s dark compute power could be 6,000 times higher than current estimates 
(2026-04-23 01:00)

China has reported a staggering amount of domestic artificial intelligence power, pointing to
what some experts say could be a “dark pool” of compute thousands of times larger than its
public reports suggest. According to the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (MIIT),
China has achieved 1,882 exaflops – short for exa floating-point operations per second – which
translates to 1,882 quintillion, or billion billion, calculations per second. The figure is more than
6,000 times higher...

• China live-streams expose minors undergoing harsh training designed for ‘rebellious 
youth’ (2026-04-23 01:00)

Chinese teenagers dressed in camouflage uniforms express gratitude in front of cameras at a
youth correction centre, but the off-camera reality tells a completely different story. According
to a Chinese state media report they are beaten or sexually assaulted, leading to calls for better
supervision and monitoring of such institutions. Such schools accept teenagers who are
rebellious, weary of studying, addicted to playing electronic games, or suffer from depression.
The institutions generally...

• Iran latest: Trump has ‘no time frame’ to end war as world waits for peace talks 
(2026-04-23 00:48)

All eyes are on the Strait of Hormuz as the world waits for a new round of US-Iran peace deal
talks to ease the global energy crisis, while the extended ceasefire announced by US President
Donald Trump remains up in the air. These are the main takeaways from what happened
overnight. Peace talks? It remains unclear when the two sides will return to the negotiating
table. Trump on Wednesday said there was “no time frame” for when the war on Iran might
come to an end. During an interview with Fox...

• Travel scheme could allow Hong Kong, Macau yachts to sail to 6 Greater Bay Area ports 
(2026-04-23 00:30)

A long-awaited cross-border solo travel scheme will allow yachts from Macau and Hong Kong to
easily sail to about six designated ports in the western waters off the Greater Bay Area, with the
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policy to be finalised as early as this summer, the South China Morning Post has learned.
AGuangdong provincial government document, seen by the SCMP, also showed several
routesthat were recommended for leisure, such as the waters off Castle Peak Bay, the Pearl
RiverDelta and Fan Lau Kok of the Lantau...

• Smuggled chicken find hints at Cambodian shortages amid Thai border conflict 
(2026-04-23 00:00)

Plastic bags stuffed with rotting chicken from a smugglers’ boat washed ashore in Thailand
have hinted at shortages inside Cambodia, as formal trade between the neighbours collapses
due to the border conflict and illicit cargo flows surge instead. While demand appears high for
smuggled Thai oil, fruit, meat and consumer items like soap, the Cambodian public is
maintaining a boycott of Thai businesses in a nationalist kickback that reveals the depth of the
enmity now staining relations between...

• Billionaire Justin Sun sues Trump family crypto venture (2026-04-22 23:08)

Entrepreneur Justin Sun filed a lawsuit on Wednesday accusing a Trump family-backed
cryptocurrency platform of fraud and alleging he was blocked from withdrawing his assets. In a
San Francisco federal court filing reviewed by Agence France-Presse, the Chinese-born crypto
billionaire and former Trump ally claims to have bought US$45 million worth of WLFI, an
electronic currency launched by World Liberty Financial in October 2024. To thank him for the
investment – at a time when WLFI was...

• US visa system ‘rolls out red carpet’ for Chinese spies, congressional hearing told 
(2026-04-22 22:37)

The US visa system rolls out the “red carpet” for spies and aids China’s alleged efforts to
steal American innovation, senators charged at a congressional hearing on Wednesday, as
Washington and Beijing intensify competition for dominance in artificial intelligence and
advanced technologies. Through its permissive legal channels, the US is “inviting, welcoming,
come on in with the red carpet rolled out” people who steal military and commercial secrets,
Republican Senator Ashley Moody of Florida...

• What Hong Kong’s conservative stablecoin licence roll-out reveals (2026-04-22 22:30)

The most revealing fact about Hong Kong’s stablecoin launch is not that licences were issued.
It is who got them, and who did not. By handing the first approvals to HSBC and the Standard
Chartered-led joint venture Anchorpoint Financial, regulators made clear from the start that
digital money in Hong Kong will be bank-led. That choice matters because Hong Kong is not
trying to become Asia’s easiest venue for cryptocurrency experimentation. Rather, it is trying
to become the most credible place...

• Trump’s top Navy official out, with US still locked in war with Iran (2026-04-22 22:21)
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US Secretary of the Navy John Phelan will leave office “immediately,” the Pentagon
announced Wednesday, without providing an explanation for the sudden exit. Phelan’s
departure follows the removal of top US Army officer General Randy George and two other
senior officers earlier this month, at a time when the United States is locked in a war with Iran
that still remains unresolved. Phelan “is departing the administration, effective immediately”,
Pentagon spokesman Sean Parnell said in a statement...

• Trump envoy seeks to replace Iran with Italy in World Cup, report says (2026-04-22 22:07)

A top envoy to �US President Donald Trump has asked Fifa to replace Iran with Italy in the
coming World Cup, the Financial Times reported on Wednesday. The plan is an effort to repair
‌ties between Trump and Italy’s Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni after the two fell out amid the
American president’s attacks against Pope Leo over the Iran war, the FT reported, citing
people familiar with the matter. “I confirm I have suggested to Trump and (Fifa president
�Gianni) Infantino that Italy replace Iran...

• Inside Tesla’s hidden supply chain: how a Chinese town shapes the modern world 
(2026-04-22 22:00)

Few people have heard of Huangyan, a booming industrial district of Taizhou, a city in eastern
China’s Zhejiang province. Yet without it, many cars would likely be heavier, more expensive
and less energy efficient, while everyday household goods would probably cost more. The town
specialises in plastic components and moulding equipment – unassuming products that rarely
make the news, but sit at the heart of modern manufacturing. For years, Huangyan’s
producers have dominated this supply chain,...

• China bought zero H200 chips ‘as of today’, says Lutnick as he cites ‘delicate 
balance’ with Xi (2026-04-22 21:46)

US Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick sought to quell fears in Senate testimony on
Wednesday that American technology was aiding China’s military, but drew scepticism given
the US president’s willingness to sell advanced semiconductors. Lutnick asserted before the
powerful Senate Appropriations Committee that US President Donald Trump was striking a
“delicate balance” on the technology transfer issue given his cordial personal relationship
with Chinese leader Xi Jinping, claiming that China has...

• Trump team demands ‘entry fee’ before Canada talks, Carney says US doesn’t dictate 
terms (2026-04-22 20:03)

The US does not get to dictate the terms of coming trade talks, Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney said on Wednesday, following reports Washington wants an “entry fee” before
agreeing to open negotiations. The United States and Canada are set to hold talks on revising a
North American free trade agreement, a pact US President Donald Trump signed and praised
during his first term but now dismisses as “irrelevant”. Quoting multiple Canadian sources,
Canada’s public broadcaster CBC reported on...
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• Top Peru ministers resign in protest over stalled US fighter jet deal (2026-04-22 19:00)

Peru’s foreign and defence ministers resigned on Wednesday in protest over the decision by
the government to stall a US$3.5 billion deal for the purchase of 24 US F-16 fighter jets. The
ministers said Peru’s reputation was in jeopardy after interim president Jose Maria Balcazar
said on Tuesday that he would leave it up to the winner of June’s presidential run-off to
finalise the agreement. Foreign Minister Hugo de Zela told RPP radio he stood down “because
the political decision made by Mr...

• US slams China after African countries block Taiwan leader’s eSwatini trip (2026-04-22 
18:40)

The United States is concerned that several African countries revoked overflight clearances for
Taiwan’s leader at China’s behest, the US State Department said on Wednesday, calling the
incident an abuse of the international civil aviation system. Taiwan this week said the
Seychelles, Mauritius ‌and Madagascar unilaterally revoked flight permits for leader William Lai
Ching-te’s aircraft to cross airspace they manage on a planned trip to eSwatini, one of
Taiwan’s allies. It is the first instance...

• Gibraltar’s monkeys may be eating soil to cope with junk food from tourists (2026-04-22 
17:19)

On the tourist-packed �Rock of Gibraltar, one of the most common sights is monkeys
�begging for food – and sometimes stealing sweet and salty snacks from unsuspecting visitors.
Scientists now have documented an unusual behaviour among these macaques that may help
them ward off a bellyache from all this junk food. Researchers said the monkeys have been
observed eating soil more frequently, a behaviour they said may help the macaques avoid
stomach upset from consuming human snacks. They found that...

• Families seek review of coroner’s findings in Lamma ferry disaster inquest (2026-04-22 
16:23)

Families of victims who died in Hong Kong’s Lamma ferry disaster 13 years ago have filed an
application for a judicial review against a coroner’s findings in an inquest, saying the
conclusions showed irrationality and failed to weigh contradictory evidence. Four individuals
lodged the application in the High Court on Wednesday. They acted without lawyers. They want
the court to quash the coroner’s findings that a missing watertight door on the ill-fated
Lamma IV ferry was a deliberate design...

• As Iran talks go nowhere, will Donald Trump still go to Beijing? (2026-04-22 15:00)

The on-again, off-again US-Iran peace talks are casting doubt on whether Donald Trump will
make his planned visit to Beijing in a few weeks, though the war could raise the diplomatic
stakes of the trip if it does go ahead, Chinese observers say. Hours before a two-week ceasefire
was set to end, the US president announced on Tuesday that he was prolonging the fragile truce
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with Iran. That came after Vice-President J.D. Vance’s trip to Pakistan for a second round
ofpeace negotiations was first...

• ICC chamber rules case against Rodrigo Duterte’s war on drugs killings to proceed 
(2026-04-22 14:37)

Families of victims of former Philippine president Rodrigo Duterte’s war on drugs hailed as a
“vindication” on Wednesday the International Criminal Court Appeals Chamber’s refusal to
throw out the crimes against humanity case against him. Duterte has been held by the
International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague since March 2025 over killings linked to his
anti-drugs campaign while he was in office. His lawyers argued that the court had no authority
to try him because the Philippines...

• Second French peacekeeper dies in Lebanon after ambush blamed on Hezbollah 
(2026-04-22 14:19)

A second French soldier died on Wednesday from wounds suffered in a weekend ambush
against UN peacekeepers in Lebanon blamed on Hezbollah, President Emmanuel Macron said.
A first soldier, staff sergeant Florian Montorio, was shot dead in the Saturday ambush, for which
Hezbollah has denied responsibility. “Corporal Anicet Girardin … brought home yesterday
from Lebanon, where he was badly wounded by Hezbollah fighters, died this morning of the
consequences of his wounds,” Macron posted on X. One...

• China’s battery makers stand to gain as Iran war reshapes energy storage demand: Fitch 
(2026-04-22 14:00)

Chinese battery cell manufacturers are poised to benefit from the US-Israeli war in Iran,
according to Fitch Ratings, even as fierce competition, overcapacity and thin margins weigh on
some downstream firms. Global demand for energy storage was set to rise, driven by high oil
prices and rapidly expanding artificial intelligence (AI) data centres, said Wang Ying, a managing
director at the credit rating agency. “We believe that China’s leading energy storage cell
manufacturers will be the bigger...

• Can ‘token exports’ give China an edge in the AI era? (2026-04-22 14:00)

As Chinese artificial intelligence companies continue to push for the adoption of their flagship
models overseas, they have taken on a new role as a key source of so-called “token exports”
to the global market. Chinese AI models accounted for four of the top 10 models in terms of
token consumption on popular AI model marketplace OpenRouter from March 18 to April 18,
highlighting their growing visibility in global developer usage of AI systems. Domestic token
demand has been surging at an...

• Philippine lawmakers examine gap in Sara Duterte’s bank statements, declared wealth 
(2026-04-22 13:38)
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Vice-President Sara Duterte-Carpio came under fresh pressure on Wednesday after Philippine
lawmakers examining complaints that could lead to her impeachment were shown evidence of
bank transactions far larger than the wealth she and her husband had publicly declared. At a
House hearing, the Philippines’ anti-money-laundering watchdog said the couple’s bank
records from 2006 to 2024 showed 4.4 billion pesos (US$73.2 million) in inflows and 1.5 billion
pesos in outflows, despite a declared net...

• UK PM insists he won’t resign over Mandelson scandal (2026-04-22 13:31)

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer insisted on Wednesday he would not resign, claiming
allegations of misleading MPs over his appointment of a party loyalist as UK envoy to
Washington had been “put to bed”. Starmer’s remarks in parliament came as the
beleaguered premier faced fresh calls to step down over his admitted error of judgment in
appointing veteran former politician Peter Mandelson to the coveted post. The premier spoke
to lawmakers a day after the foreign ministry’s most senior...

• Washington’s ‘psyop’ propaganda push could backfire, analysts say (2026-04-22 
13:00)

Washington’s reported plan to have embassies team up with the American military’s
“psyops” department to boost the US’ image could backfire and actually damage the
country’s credibility, according to analysts. The strategy amounts to using “propaganda to
fight the truth”, according to Tad Stoermer, a historian and former lecturer at Johns Hopkins
University. Amid slipping global approval, the US is looking to employ shadowy tactics that it
previously condemned. US Secretary of State Marco Rubio...

• China names 2 Pakistani astronauts chosen to train for Tiangong space station mission 
(2026-04-22 12:41)

China has named the two Pakistani astronauts selected to train for a mission to its space station
this year. After undergoing assessments, one of the men would serve as a payload specialist on
a space mission alongside the Chinese crew to become the first foreign astronaut to enter the
Tiangong space station, state news agency Xinhua reported on Wednesday. Muhammad
Zeeshan Ali and Khurram Daud will soon arrive in China for their training, according to the
China Manned Space Agency. They were...

• Tough penalties planned to stop unapproved fire system shutdowns in Hong Kong 
(2026-04-22 12:30)

Hong Kong authorities have proposed new offences with tougher punishments for fire
installation contractors who fail to obtain prior approval before deactivating firefighting systems
or do not report malfunctions within 24 hours, following the city’s deadliest blaze in decades,
the South China Morning Post has learned. Other proposed changes included drastically
increasing the maximum penalty for existing offences related to the unauthorised handling of
fire equipment and the issuance of false...
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• China’s low-cost EVs to be fitted with lidar systems, usually reserved for luxury models 
(2026-04-22 12:30)

China’s electric vehicle (EV) makers could introduce a lidar sensor-based intelligent driving
system in models priced as low as 60,000 yuan (US$8,795) this year, reflecting intensifying
competition and falling costs, according to AI-driven tech firm Robosense. This price point is the
lowest for models on sale in China’s market, excluding mini vehicles sold for less than 50,000
yuan, indicating fierce competition among Chinese carmakers amid the phasing out of policy
incentives. Notably, light...

• How China’s patient diplomacy can help secure peace in Iran (2026-04-22 12:30)

The Iran crisis loomed large in discussions when Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, the crown prince of Abu ‌Dhabi, and Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez met
President Xi Jinping on separate visits to Beijing last week. Both meetings focused on the need
for a comprehensive and sustainable security architecture for the Middle East. This week, on a
phone call with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, Xi reiterated China’s support for
an immediate and comprehensive ceasefire and...

• Warning over Taiwan? PLA warships make rare transits off southwest Japan (2026-04-22 
12:24)

PLA warships transited sensitive international waterways off southwestern Japan twice this
week, a rare move seen as a clear warning to Tokyo over its recent actions relating to Taiwan.
The transits marked the start and end of exercises in the western Pacific, outbound through the
Yokoate Channel on Sunday and back via the Yonaguni-Iriomote Waterway on Wednesday. In a
statement on Wednesday, the Eastern Theatre Command of the People’s Liberation Army
said: “[We] have organised the 133rd Fleet to...

• Nepal minister quits amid financial scrutiny after just weeks in office (2026-04-22 12:13)

Nepal’s home minister stepped down on Wednesday over growing criticism of his finances
after less than a month in office he won on an anti-corruption platform. Sudan Gurung, a key
figure in the Gen-Z protests last September that toppled Nepal’s previous government, said he
was stepping down to ensure a “fair investigation”. “I have resigned from the position of
Home Minister with effect from today,” the 38-year-old posted on his social media accounts.
“For me, morality is greater than a position...

• Hong Kong, Malaysia stock exchanges to team up on ETFs, listings, Islamic finance 
(2026-04-22 11:30)

The bourse operators of Hong Kong and Malaysia are exploring a range of collaborations, from
dual listings and exchange-traded funds (ETFs) to Islamic finance, to forge closer ties between
the city and the Southeast Asian country. Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing (HKEX) CEO
Bonnie Chan Yiting and Boursa Malaysia CEO Dato Fad’l Mohamed unveiled their joint
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development plans in a media briefing in Hong Kong on Wednesday as HKEX hosted the
40thAsian and Oceanian Stock Exchanges Federation (AOSEF)...

• UN alarmed by Singapore executions for drug-related offences (2026-04-22 11:21)

The United Nations voiced alarm on Wednesday at the number of people being executed in
Singapore for drug-related offences, saying it was incompatible with human dignity. UN rights
chief Volker Turk said there had been a general shift away from the use of capital punishment in
Asia, and Singapore was one of only a few countries imposing the death penalty for
drug-related crimes not involving intentional killing. The death penalty is mandatory in
Singapore for drug trafficking above certain...

• Does William Lai’s cancelled eSwatini trip show Beijing’s reach in Africa? (2026-04-22 
11:01)

Beijing has praised the decision by three African countries to deny overflight clearance for
Taiwanese leader William Lai Ching-te, whose trip to eSwatini was cancelled a day before his
scheduled departure. Lai had been due to leave on Wednesday for a five-day trip to eSwatini,
the only African country that maintains diplomatic ties with Taiwan, to attend celebrations
marking the 40th anniversary of King Mswati’s accession and his 58th birthday. But Lai’s
office announced late on Tuesday that...

• China to fuse software and steel with US$14tr sector to fix weak links in world’s factory 
(2026-04-22 11:00)

China is embarking on a sweeping overhaul of its industrial architecture, aiming to fuse
software and steel as part of a 100-trillion-yuan (US$14.7 trillion) undertaking to modernise its
service sector while pushing manufacturing into the future. The State Council’s blueprint,
unveiled on Tuesday, said the valuation target for the service sector was achievable by 2030 as
advanced manufacturing increasingly becomes fused with specialised technical support.
Analysts say Beijing’s plan will help...

• 611 elderly Hongkongers default on student loans, owe HK$17,400 each on average 
(2026-04-22 10:51)

More than 600 defaulters aged 60 and above have failed to repay their student loans under five
government financial assistance schemes designed to fund their tertiary and post-secondary
studies, with the average amount owed standing at HK$17,400 (US$2,220). In a reply to
questions from lawmakers on Wednesday, the Education Bureau said it had recorded 9,838
default cases, involving 8,494 people, under the five schemes as of January 31 this year. The
schemes provide financial assistance to those...

• Searchers find body of 1 of 6 missing crew members after super typhoon overturns ship 
(2026-04-22 10:48)

https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3351031/un-alarmed-singapore-executions-drug-related-offences?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/3351028/does-william-lais-cancelled-eswatini-trip-show-beijings-reach-africa?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3351021/china-fuse-software-and-steel-us14tr-sector-fix-weak-links-worlds-factory?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/3351025/611-elderly-hongkongers-default-student-loans-owe-hk17400-each-average?utm_source=rss_feed
https://www.scmp.com/news/world/united-states-canada/article/3351024/searchers-find-body-1-6-missing-crew-members-after-super-typhoon-overturns-ship?utm_source=rss_feed


SecurityStudies.info CHINA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 115 — 2026-04-29

Authorities have found the body of one of the six missing crew members from a cargo ship that
overturned near the Northern Mariana Islands during a typhoon. US Air Force divers “used an
underwater remotely operated drone to search the interior of the vessel” and recovered the
body on Tuesday, the US Coast Guard said in a news release. Additional divers from the Japan
Coast Guard further examined the ship. They did not find any additional crew members, the US
Coast Guard said. “Coastguard...

• Iran fires on 3 ships in Strait of Hormuz after Trump extends ceasefire (2026-04-22 10:25)

Iran fired on three ships in the Strait of Hormuz on Wednesday, underscoring the ongoing
threat to global energy supplies and complicating efforts to bring the United States and Iran
together for talks to end the war. The attacks, which Iranian media said were carried out by
Iran’s paramilitary Revolutionary Guard, came after US President Donald Trump said the US
would indefinitely extend the ceasefire with Iran, due to expire on Wednesday. But Trump said
the US would continue to blockade...

• The Devil Wears Prada 2 criticised for offending China with nerdy ‘Chin Chou’ character 
(2026-04-22 10:10)

The Hollywood film The Devil Wears Prada 2 is facing accusations of racism in China after it
released a clip that shows a nerdy Asian character with a name that allegedly sounds similar to
the derogatory “Ching Chong”. In the clip posted by a Chinese influencer, an Asian assistant
character introduces herself as “Jin Chao”, which many online observers believed to sound
like “Ching Chong”, a derogatory racist slur used to mock the Chinese language and people.
The character’s name, Jin Chao, was...

• Confusion over government agencies’ roles in fire oversight, Tai Po probe reveals 
(2026-04-22 10:00)

A public inquiry into Hong Kong’s deadliest fire in decades has shed light on government
departments’ confusion over their roles in supervising large-scale renovation projects, with a
fire service official insisting his department was not responsible for handling complaints about
flammable building materials because it lacked expertise in construction. Michael Yung
Kam-hung, an assistant director of the Fire Services Department, said on Wednesday it would
not take legal action against breaches...

• French activists sue ‘deceptive’ laughing gas suppliers (2026-04-22 09:34)

A French campaign group said on Wednesday it has sued companies selling nitrous oxide – also
known as laughing gas – using what the activists alleged was “deceptive” marketing targeting
young people, despite the health impacts. The Antoine Alleno Association – a road safety group
headed by Michelin-starred chef Yannick Alleno, whose son was killed in 2022 by a speeding
driver – said it had filed the legal action against the companies behind Cream Deluxe, which
markets colourful canisters of the...
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• How China’s new AI carbon accounting model points the finger at the US (2026-04-22 
09:21)

China has launched what it calls the world’s first “panoramic” carbon accounting system, a
model that revises down the country’s emissions compared to other estimates and raises
them for the United States. Unlike other models that assign responsibility for emissions based
on total carbon output from facilities such as power plants and factories, the new model gives
greater weight to the consumers of products. Developed by the Shanghai Advanced Research
Institute of the Chinese Academy of...

• Trump extends Iran war ceasefire as Strait shutdown drags on (2026-04-22 09:16)

US President Donald Trump announced a last-minute indefinite extension of a ceasefire with
Iran and downplayed reports about an intercepted ship carrying a “gift from China” to
Tehran. The US would avoid military action against Iran “until such time as their leaders and
representatives can come up with a unified proposal”, Trump said on social media on Tuesday.
He cited a request from Pakistan as a reason for reversing earlier threats to resume bombing if
no deal was reached. Prospects for new...

• Asia braces for food shortages as ‘super El Nino’, Iran war effects collide (2026-04-22 
09:00)

Asia is entering a dangerous summer for food production as scientists warn of a “super El
Nino” suppressing rainfall while the war on Iran drives up energy and fertiliser costs for
farmers. India’s Meteorological Department has forecast a below-average monsoon, after two
successive years of above-normal rains, while in Australia – a major wheat producer and
exporter – a shortage of farm inputs and persistent dryness has reportedly pushed planting
acreage to a seven-year low. Farmers across South...

• 2,700 China-Japan flights axed in March as rift between Asian powers deepens 
(2026-04-22 09:00)

Flights between China and Japan faced even more cancellations in March – with further cuts
expected during the coming Labour Day holiday – as political tensions between the Asian
neighbours continue to simmer. A total of 2,691 China-Japan flights were scrapped last month,
according to figures from the data platform DAST cited by Chinese media outlet Yicai. That
brought the cancellation rate to nearly 50 per cent, 1.1 percentage points higher than February.
Only 2,711 flights between the two...

• From tap to taxi (2026-04-22 09:00)

[The content of this article has been produced by our advertising partner.] Octopus is moving
further into Hong Kong’s transport system with the rollout of a taxi booking feature in its app,
as the city steps up efforts to modernise a traditionally cash-heavy sector through regulation
and fintech. The new “Easy Ride” feature allows passengers to book, ride and pay for taxis in
a single interface, expanding the company’s role in transport from fare settlement to journey
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co-ordination. The launch...

• Biotech-led boom as 8 China firms flock to Hong Kong’s thriving stock market 
(2026-04-22 08:53)

Eight mainland China-based companies – five of them biotech firms – passed listing hearings on
the Hong Kong stock market in April, clearing the way for them to tap the city’s deep liquidity.
The influx, including an AI-driven drug discovery firm, a driverless technology developer and a
maker of industrial robots, comes as the China Securities Regulatory Commission (CSRC) has
been pushing private firms to list in Hong Kong. The market regulator has required companies
that established so-called...

• Jockey Club supports international rugby events with community programmes benefiting 
over 12,000 people (2026-04-22 08:48)

[The content of this article has been produced by our advertising partner.] The Hong Kong
Sevens concluded successfully this evening (19 April) at Kai Tak Stadium with The Hong Kong
Jockey Club having supported the tournament for the fifth consecutive year as the Official
Community Partner. This year, the Club has also become the Official Community Partner of the
Hong Kong Football Club 10s for the first time. Through a series of community programmes, the
Club enabled over 12,000 people to...

• America First Fed? Trump nominee Kevin Warsh signals ‘monetary sovereignty’ push: 
analysts (2026-04-22 08:30)

US Federal Reserve chair nominee Kevin Warsh’s policy vision – outlined during his Senate
confirmation hearing – signals an extension of “America First” into monetary policy, Chinese
analysts said. “Warsh’s policy proposals … mark a shift from acting as a ‘global central
bank’ supplying unlimited liquidity worldwide to a new approach focused on tightly controlling
the overall monetary spigot, prioritising domestic productivity and emphasising monetary
sovereignty,” analysts at China...

• Iran war reflects the false promise of US ‘energy dominance’ (2026-04-22 08:30)

In the spring of 2026, amid a fragile ceasefire in the Strait of Hormuz, President Donald Trump
continues to insist that the United States is untouched by disruptions in the Persian Gulf. “We
don’t use it”, he has claimed, echoing years of “energy dominance” rhetoric. The numbers
tell a different story. The United States remains a net importer of crude oil. Its refineries are
engineered for the medium sour barrels that flow through the Hormuz Strait. And the global
price shock triggered by the...

• Why Japan’s earthquake has Bali on edge over magnitude 9 ‘megathrust’ risk 
(2026-04-22 08:15)

The magnitude 7.7 earthquake that hit Japan on Monday has renewed worries on Indonesia’s
holiday island of Bali, which sits on the same Pacific Ring of Fire. Hours after the quake, the
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Japan Meteorological Agency issued a special advisory warning of a slightly elevated risk of
atemblor with a magnitude of 8 or stronger in the coming days. It said there was a 1 per
centchance of a megaquake, compared with 0.1 per cent at other times. Monday’s temblor
camejust days after the Bali Meteorology,...

• Anthropic’s Mythos is stoking cybersecurity fears. What does it mean for China? 
(2026-04-22 08:00)

In the first of a three-part series on Anthropic’s new powerful Mythos AI model, we look at its
impact on Chinese AI, cybersecurity and competition with the US. US start-up Anthropic
announced its latest artificial intelligence model Claude Mythos Preview on April 7, sparking an
unprecedented global response among policymakers and regulators due to its powerful ability
to identify and exploit cybersecurity vulnerabilities. Instead of a public release, Anthropic
released Mythos to a consortium of...

• Singapore’s Balakrishnan warns Hormuz just a ‘dry run’ if US, China clash 
(2026-04-22 06:45)

The geopolitical fallout from the Strait of Hormuz chokehold in the Middle East is just a “dry
run”, with the Pacific being where the real action will occur if superpowers were to clash,
Singapore’s top diplomat has warned. Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan also revealed on
Wednesday that Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia shared an interest in keeping the Strait of
Malacca open, even under the spectre of tolls being imposed on the strategic Southeast Asian
waterway. His stance however...

• Hongkongers flock to theatres to snap up HK$30 Cinema Day tickets in advance 
(2026-04-22 06:41)

Hong Kong residents, from housewives to stay-at-home mothers and couples, have rushed to
theatres to secure HK$30 (US$4) tickets for Cinema Day, with many calling for even more
discounts and family-friendly perks on other occasions. Before sales opened at noon on
Wednesday, some customers started queuing up from as early as 10.30am at Star Cinema in
Tseung Kwan O to get discounted tickets for screenings this Saturday. A housewife surnamed
Ho was the first in line and hoped to get discounted...

• Why China is backing nuclear fuel rod production in Namibia (2026-04-22 06:37)

China is backing Namibia’s bid to move beyond raw material exports by supporting the
domestic processing of critical minerals and uranium. In a joint communique issued on Friday
following talks in Beijing between Foreign Minister Wang Yi and his counterpart, Selma
Ashipala-Musavyi, China pledged to help transform Namibia’s natural resources into
higher-value products through domestic processing and downstream cooperation. Namibia has
exported unprocessed minerals for decades. It is now seeking...
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• Delhi schools sound alarm – and water bell – as India sizzles in brutal heatwave 
(2026-04-22 06:14)

Schools in India’s capital must ring regular bells to remind schoolchildren to drink water as
the megacity gears up to face heatwave conditions, a new city order has said. Summer heat in
the world’s most populous nation can be brutal – putting millions of people at risk, with nearly
11,000 people dying due to heatstroke between 2012 and 2021, according to government data.
A heatwave in May 2024 in New Delhi saw temperatures match the capital’s previous record
high: 49.2 degrees Celsius (120...

• World Cup co-host Mexico ramps up security at tourist sites after shooting (2026-04-22 
06:06)

Mexico’s government said it was bolstering security at tourist sites after a man opened fire on
tourists at pyramids outside Mexico City less than two months before the Fifa World Cup. The
Monday shooting, carried out by a lone gunman on top of one of the Teotihuacan pyramids – a
Unesco World Heritage Site and one of Mexico’s most frequented tourist attractions – killed
one Canadian tourist and injured a dozen more. It also set off a flurry of questions the next
morning by reporters to Mexican...

• Climbing lamp posts cross-legged challenge goes viral in China with players often needing 
rescue (2026-04-22 06:00)

A Chinese woman who tried to copy a recently viral lamp post climbing challenge got herself
stuck and had to call the police to rescue her. The woman, surnamed Song, from eastern
China’s Jiangsu province, was out for an after-dinner walk when she decided to take on the
challenge. The self-rescue challenge requires people to cross their legs around a lamp post,
remain in a sitting position then try to free themselves. As easy as this may sound, many people
have been shocked to discover that they...

• First local dengue case could lead to outbreak in coming months, health official says 
(2026-04-22 05:41)

The first local case of dengue fever recorded for the first time in more than a year in Hong Kong
indicates that undiagnosed imported cases could lead to an outbreak in the coming months, a
health official has warned, while stressing that the risk was preventable. The warning by Albert
Au Ka-wing, head of the Centre for Health Protection’s communicable disease branch, came
after one case was recorded in Tai Po last Thursday, in a patient with no travel history. “The
first local dengue fever case...

• Why Myanmar’s token amnesties are ‘no cause for celebration’ (2026-04-22 05:25)

Myanmar’s military-backed rulers have shaved time off Aung San Suu Kyi’s prison sentence
and freed thousands of detainees, but analysts say the apparent goodwill gestures tell a story of
a regime growing bolder, not more merciful. The government last week announced an amnesty
for 4,335 prisoners, its third in six months, and reduced by a sixth the 27-year sentence of the
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80-year-old Nobel Peace Prize laureate Suu Kyi, who has not been seen in public since
hercriminal trials ended in December...

• Florida investigating ChatGPT role in mass shooting at university (2026-04-22 05:22)

Florida on Tuesday announced a criminal probe into whether artificial intelligence played a role
in a deadly mass shooting at a university in the US state. The decision to launch an investigation
came after prosecutors reviewed exchanges between OpenAI chatbot ChatGPT and the
suspected gunman, who opened fire at Florida State University last year, according to state
Attorney General James Uthmeier. “If ChatGPT were a person, it would be facing charges for
murder,” Uthmeier said. Florida law...

• Hong Kong’s MTR Corp sells record HK$18.8 billion in green bonds (2026-04-22 05:19)

The MTR Corporation has sold HK$18.8 billion (US$2.4 billion) in green bonds, the largest and
the company’s first public bond issuance in the Hong Kong dollar market, in its latest efforts to
diversify funding sources for a string of projects. The rail giant said on Wednesday that it sold
five-year, 10-year and 30-year bonds, with the size of each tranche also representing the largest
for their respective tenors to date. The overall order book of the issue exceeded HK$60 billion,
or three times...

• North Korea’s Lazarus suspected of stealing US$290 million in KelpDAO cyberattack 
(2026-04-22 05:12)

A notorious North Korean hacking group is likely behind the theft of nearly US$300 million in
cryptocurrency over the weekend, an affected party has said, in the biggest known crypto heist
this year. It is the latest such incident linked to North Korea, whose sophisticated cybercrime
programme uses stolen cryptocurrency to help fund its nuclear weapons development,
according to a United Nations panel. Digital currency news site CoinDesk said the heist on the
vault of online investment tool...

• Multinational pharmaceutical companies to benefit from new China guidelines: analysts 
(2026-04-22 05:00)

The State Council, China’s cabinet, has published guidelines on innovative drug pricing that a
bank analyst has described as “the most significant” in a decade, as they aim to reward drug
innovation and ease pricing tension for domestic and multinational pharmaceutical companies.
The framework document published this month said patented innovative drugs would be
supported through value-based pricing, while the prices of generic drugs would be driven down
through market competition and...

• Pope Leo denounces ‘colonisation’ of minerals on final leg of Africa tour (2026-04-22 
04:54)

Pope Leo arrived in Equatorial Guinea on Tuesday on the fourth and final leg of his Africa
journey, and denounced the “colonisation” of Africa’s minerals and the “lust for power”
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in a country whose repressive leader has been in office since 1979. Adoring crowds in thelargely
Catholic country lined the road from the airport into the administrative capital, Malabo,cheering
the first pope to visit since St John Paul II in 1982. Wearing his formal red mozzettacape, Leo
thrilled the flag-waving...

• The Onion signs new deal to take over Alex Jones’ Infowars (2026-04-22 04:27)

The satirical faux-news site The Onion has signed a new, restructured deal to take over Infowars
from conspiracy peddler Alex Jones. Under the new terms, the Onion would license Infowars
from Gregory Milligan, the court-appointed manager of the site since August 2025, instead of
buying its assets outright for US$1.75 million, as parent company Global Tetrahedron initially
tried to do in a 2024 auction. Under the new agreement, submitted Monday to Texas state
Judge Maya Guerra Gamble, Global...

• Singaporean man charged after viral Lucky Plaza assault on Filipino woman (2026-04-22 
04:12)

A Singaporean man who was seen in a viral video assaulting a Filipino woman at Lucky Plaza
shopping centre was charged on Wednesday over the incident and a previous alleged attack on
the same woman. Andrew Suresh Markandan, 47, was handed two charges of voluntarily
causing hurt to Alibutdan Vilma Litgio and two charges of mischief by damaging her property.
He is accused of first assaulting the victim at about 7.25pm on March 30 last year at Hotel 81
Bugis. He allegedly slapped her and punched...

• Residents leave prayers and flowers on third day of return to Wang Fuk Court (2026-04-22 
04:05)

The last batch of residents who briefly returned to their flats in Hong Kong’s Wang Fuk Court
under a special government arrangement said prayers and left flower bouquets as a final
farewell to their fire-ravaged homes. The residents, who were among 79 households that
registered to visit Wang Sun House on Wednesday morning, arrived at the building with trolleys,
backpacks and bags, some armed with stools to aid their arduous climb up at least 20 floors. An
elderly woman surnamed Tang, who lived...

• Shifting Saudi ties: what role could China take after Iran war is over? (2026-04-22 04:00)

The Iran conflict is pushing Saudi Arabia to reconsider its US-led security strategy, with China
emerging to play a limited, but functional role, analysts say. However, deep US ties in defence
would restrict Saudi Arabia’s broader cooperation with China, they added, as one expert
predicted Riyadh was likely to deepen ties with regional powers such as Pakistan and Turkey. In
a rare alignment, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman of Saudi Arabia, a key US ally in the
Middle East, initiated a phone...

• US court allows Texas public schools to display Ten Commandments (2026-04-22 03:45)
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A US appeals court ruled on Tuesday that Texas can require the Bible’s Ten Commandments
to be displayed in public schools, a win for Christian conservatives who want their faith in
classrooms. The 120-page decision by the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals came in response to the
legal battle that sprang up after a Texas law, Senate Bill 10 (SB10), required the scripture be
posted in every classroom – which met legal challenges from families of diverse faiths with
children in public schools. The...

• UK agrees ban on cigarette sales for people born after 2008 (2026-04-22 03:18)

Both chambers of Britain’s parliament have approved a bill that would ban children aged 17
and under from buying cigarettes during their lifetime. The Tobacco and Vapes Bill aims to stop
anyone born after January 1, 2009 (now aged 17) from taking up smoking. Health minister Wes
Streeting called this a “historic moment for the nation’s health” that will lead to the “first
smoke-free generation, protected from a lifetime of addiction and harm”. When it gets royal
assent and becomes law, it would...

• Israel and Hezbollah exchange fire, testing Lebanon truce as talks loom (2026-04-22 02:55)

Lebanese armed group Hezbollah said it fired rockets and drones into northern Israel on
Tuesday, accusing the Israeli military of violating a ceasefire ahead of US-mediated talks
between the Israeli and Lebanese governments this week. The Israeli military earlier said
Iran-aligned Hezbollah had fired several rockets towards its troops operating in southern
Lebanon, in what it described as a “blatant violation” of the ceasefire agreement. It was not
immediately clear if the incidents were the...

• Polyfoam use left unchecked amid gap in supervision, Tai Po fire probe hears (2026-04-22 
02:51)

This story has been made freely available as a public service to our readers. Please consider
supporting SCMP’s journalism by subscribing. Four officers from Hong Kong’s fire
department are testifying on Wednesday before an independent committee investigating the
Wang Fuk Court fire, as hearings enter their 17th day. The conflagration, which broke out on
November 26 last year amid a major renovation, claimed 168 lives, displaced about 5,000
residents and destroyed seven of the estate’s eight...

• Trump effect? Taiwan poll reveals deep doubts about US military protection (2026-04-22 
02:00)

Half of Taiwanese not only doubt the US would send troops to defend Taiwan in the event of a
cross-strait conflict but also question whether American weapons would prove effective, a poll
this week has revealed. The results highlighted mounting scepticism on the island over
Washington’s security guarantees, according to the survey released on Monday by the
Taipei-based Democracy Foundation. The poll found that 57 per cent of respondents did not
believe the US would send troops to defend the...
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• Pacific Islanders skip food, medicine amid global fuel shortage from Iran war (2026-04-22 
01:37)

Far-flung Pacific nations �are reeling from the impact of a global �fuel crisis as authorities
scramble to manage energy supplies while families must grapple �with fuel curbs and higher
costs for food and access to healthcare. Global oil supplies are running down as the US-Israeli
war with Iran disrupts traffic through the Strait of Hormuz, which typically carries about 20 per
cent of the world’s oil and liquefied natural gas flows. Aid agencies have warned that the crisis
has driven up prices...

• How Hong Kong can actively shape the foreign policy debate (2026-04-22 01:30)

A year ago, after more than a decade in the United Kingdom and several years in the United
States – including time working for the United Nations in New York City – I returned to Asia and
arrived in Hong Kong expecting it to also be a leading hub for international relations. Hong Kong
is often described as a “superconnector” between China and the world. Yet in one crucial
domain – the study and practice of international relations – the city remains a paradox: globally
connected, intellectually...

• CATL to drive electrification with faster-charging and higher-performing batteries 
(2026-04-22 01:24)

Contemporary Amperex Technology Limited (CATL), the world’s largest electric vehicle (EV)
battery producer, has unveiled its upgraded technologies – including lighter battery packs and
faster charging mode – which are expected to accelerate the global automotive industry’s
electrification drive. The company, which holds more than a 40 per cent share of the global
market, aimed to set a healthy tone for the Chinese EV sector to implement its go-global
strategy, focusing on constant technological...

• Iran war latest: Trump’s ceasefire reversal and tensions simmer with China (2026-04-22 
01:03)

The world breathed a sigh of relief as US President Donald Trump announced he would extend
the ceasefire with Iran, but uncertainty remains in the Middle East over how the US-Israeli war
will end. These are the main takeaways from what happened overnight. Last-minute extension
Trump indefinitely extended the ceasefire with Iran hours before it was due to expire, at the
request of Pakistan. But he said the US naval blockade would continue. “Based on the fact that
the government of Iran is...

• Japanese prefecture pays singles to use dating apps to battle low birth rates (2026-04-22 
01:00)

A Japanese prefecture is paying its singles to use dating apps as the country grapples with
record-low birth rates. Kochi prefecture announced on April 10 that it would subsidise private
matchmaking app fees for its young residents, according to a Sankei News report. Residents
aged between 20 and 39 will get a subsidy of up to 20,000 yen (US$125) for the 2026 financial
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year to use apps that have received “internet-based marriage partner introduction
servicecertification”. One of these verified...

• Chinese New Year bamboo greeting cards date back over 2,000 years to Han dynasty 
(2026-04-22 01:00)

While people in modern times send new year greetings easily on social network apps, in ancient
times it was a much more complicated ritual. In China, the origin of delivering new year
greeting cards can be traced back to the Han dynasty (206 BC-AD 220). During that time, people
began making name cards, writing their name, age, hometown, official position, personal
statement on long bamboo or wood sticks. These sticks were called ming ci. The character ming
means “name”, and ci is literally...

• Indians slam New Zealand minister for ‘butter chicken tsunami’ remarks: ‘outright 
racism’ (2026-04-22 00:33)

A senior New Zealand minister has sparked outrage by deriding a planned free-trade deal with
India as a “butter chicken tsunami”. Wellington is poised to sign a free-trade agreement with
India in New Delhi next week. The New Zealand government has hailed it as a “once in a
generation” deal that will give its businesses access to the world’s most populated
country’s vast domestic market. But its ruling coalition partner, the right-wing populist NZ
First party, has pulled support over fears it...

• Scammers trick overseas students out of gold in fake money-laundering probes 
(2026-04-22 00:30)

Fraudsters have duped students studying abroad out of up to HK$1.5 million (US$191,531) each
by accusing them of money laundering and luring them to Hong Kong to buy gold for bogus
law-enforcement investigations, prompting a police warning. At least nine victims aged between
19 and 26, who are studying in the United Kingdom, Australia and other countries, have recently
fallen prey to such cross-border impersonation scams, according to Hong Kong police. “Their
losses ranged from HK$740,000 to...

• Rising fuel costs in Indonesia spark concern about tighter supplies, subsidy strain 
(2026-04-22 00:00)

Indonesia’s increase in prices for some non-subsidised fuel products could push more
households towards subsidised fuel grades, economists have warned, raising the risk of tighter
supplies and added pressure on a state budget already trying to contain politically sensitive
energy costs. The move by state energy company Pertamina underscores the government’s
balancing act: allowing market-priced fuels to rise with global crude costs while shielding
subsidised products used by lower-income...

• China’s shipyards secure wave of oil tanker orders as Iran war drives demand 
(2026-04-22 00:00)
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China’s shipyards are emerging as beneficiaries from the US-Israeli war on Iran, securing new
orders as crude transport bottlenecks worsen and global demand for large oil tankers rises.
With the United States and Iran effectively blockading the Strait of Hormuz – a chokepoint that
handles about a quarter of the world’s seaborne oil – shipping companies are racing to
expand capacity, particularly in very large crude carriers (VLCCs) capable of transporting about
2 million barrels of oil per...

Source: The Diplomat China

• Expanding Frontiers: China’s Military Push Beyond the First Island Chain (2026-04-28 
14:52)

Beijing has a deliberate, long-term strategy – one that prioritizes persistence and gradual
advantage.

• China’s Belt and Road Initiative in Bangladesh, 10 Years Later (2026-04-28 12:36)

It’s been almost a decade since Bangladesh joined the BRI. What has the Belt and Road
actually accomplished in the country?

• What China’s New County Reveals About Its Afghanistan Policy (2026-04-24 15:00)

The administrative change hints at China’s plan for greater integration with Afghanistan – and
beyond to Central Asia.

• China Fears the Church, America Fears the Chinese: A Chinese Christian Student Caught in 
Between (2026-04-24 13:45)

For some Chinese, studying in the U.S. is a welcome breath of freedom. But they are
increasingly met not with open arms but with suspicion.

• Spain’s China Bridge: Diplomacy or Dependency? (2026-04-23 14:36)

Securing a national win at the expense of a coherent EU strategy would be a self-defeating
gamble for Spain.

• Where Is the China-Honduras Relationship Headed? (2026-04-22 14:16)

Despite the campaign rhetoric, so far, there are no concrete signs of a rapprochement with
Taiwan by Honduras’ new government.

Source: US-China Perception Monitor

• The Sun Never Sets on U.S.-China Rivalry w/ Sun Chenghao (2026-04-23 18:46)
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The post The Sun Never Sets on U.S.-China Rivalry w/ Sun Chenghao appeared first on 
U.S.-China Perception Monitor.

https://uscnpm.org/interviews/the-sun-never-sets-on-u-s-china-rivalry-w-sun-chenghao/
https://uscnpm.org

